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Gow 


Qwill. 


H. & 0. . , 

• . 

H. & N 



Faculty of Advocates, Collection of Decisions, Court 
of Session (Scotland), New Series, 16 vols., 1825 — 
1841 

Falconer’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 
2 vols., fol., 1744—1751 

Falconer and Fitzherbort’s Election Cases, 1 vol., 1835 
— 1838 

Ferguson’s Consistorial Decisions (Scotland), 1 vol., 
1811—1817 

Fitz-Gibbons’ Reports, King’s Bench, foL, 1 vol., 
1728—1731 

Fitzherbort’s Natura Brevium 

Flanagan and Kelly’s Reports, Rolls Court (Ireland), 
1 vol., 1810—1842 

Fonblanque’s Reports, Bankruptcy, 2 parts, 1849 — 
1852 

FoiTest’s Reports, Exchequer, 1 vol., 1800 — 1801 
Forbes’ Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), fol., 
1 vol., 1705—1713 

Fortescue, De Laudibus Legum Anglij© 

Fortescue’s Reports, fol., 1 vol., 1692 — 1736 
Foster’s Crown Cases, 1 vol., 1743 — 1760 
Fountainhall’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 
fol., 2 vols., 1678—1712 

M. C. Fox and T. B. C. Smith’s Reports, King’s 
Bench (Ireland), 2 vols., 1822 — 1825 
J. S. Fox and O. L. Smith’s Registration Cases, 
1 vol., 1886—1895 

Freeman’s Reports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1660 — 1706 
Freeman’s Reports, King’s Bench and Common 
Fleas, 1 vol., 1670—1701 

Gale and Davison’s Reports, Queen’s Bench, 3 vols., 
1841—1843 

Gale’s Reports, Exchequer, 2 vols., 1835 — 1836 
Gibson’s Codex Juris Ecclesiastici Anglicani 
Qitfard’s Reports, Chancery, 5 vols., 1857 — 1865 
Gilbert’s Cases in Daw and Equity, 1 vol., 1713 — 
1714 

Gilbert’s History and Practice of the Court of 
Common Pleas 

Gilbert’s Reports, Chancery and Exchequer, fol., 
1 vol., 1706—1726 

Gilinour and Falconer’s Decisions, Court of Session 
(Scotland), 2 parts. Parti. (Gilmour) 1661 — 1666, 
Part II. (Falconer) 1681—1686 
Glyn and Jameson’s Reports, Bankruptcy, 2 vols., 
i819— 1828 

Glanville, Do Eegibus et Consuetudinibus Regni 
Angliae 

Gian ville’s Election Cases, 1 vol.. 1623 — 1624 
Glascock’s Reports (Ireland), 1 vol., 1831 — 1832 
Godbolt’s Reports, King’s Bench, Common Pleas, 
and Exchequer, 1 vol., 1574 — 1637 
Gouldsborough’s Reports, Queen’s Bench and King’s 
Bench, 1 vol., 1586 — 1601 
Qow’s Reports, Nisi Prius, 1 vol., 1818 — 1820 
Gwillim’s Tithe Cases, 4 vols., 1224 — 1824 


Hurlstone and Coltman’s Reports, Exchequer, 4 vols., 
1862—1866 

Hurlstone and Norman’s Reports, Exchequer, 7 vols,. 
1856—1862 
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Abbreviations. 


H. & Tw. • • . • Hall and Twells* Reports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1848— 

1850 

H. & W. . . . . ITurlstone and Walmsley’s Reports, Exchequer, 

1 vol., 1840—1841 

H. Ij. Cas. . , . . Claik’s Reports, Ilouse of Eords, 11 vols., 1847 — 1866 

Hag. Adm. .. . . Haggard’s Reports, Admiralty, 3 vols., 1822 — 1838 

Hag. Con. .. .. Haggard’s Coiisistorial Reports, 2 vols., 1789 — 1821 

Ha^. Ecc. .. .. Haggard’s Ecclesiastical Reports, 4 vols., 1827 — 1833 

HaOes . . . . . . Hailes’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 

2 vols., 1766—1791 

Hale, C. Ti. . , . . Hale’s Common Law 

Hale, P. C. . . . . Hale’s Pleas of the Crown, 2 vols. 

Har. & Ruth. . . . . Harrison and Rutherfurd’s Reports, Common Pleas, 

1 vol., 1865—1866 

Har. & W. .. .. Hariison and Wollaston’s Reports, King’s Bench 

and Bail Court, 2 vols., 1835 — 1836 

Hare. , . « • . . Harcarse’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 

fol., 1 vol., 1681—1691 

Hard. .. .. ,. Hardres’ Repoits, Exchequer, fol., 1 vol., 1655 — 1669 

Hare .. .. .. Hare’s Reports, Chancery, 11 vols., 1841 — 1853 

Hawk P. C. . . . . Hawkins’s Pleas of the Crown, 2 vols. 

Hayes .. .. Hayes’s Reports, Exchequer (Ireland), 1 vol., 1830 — 

1832 

Hayes & Jo. •, .. Hayes and Jones’s Reports, Exchequer (Ireland), 

1 vol., 1832—1834 

Hem. & M. . , . . Hemming and Miller’s Reports, Chancery, 2 vols., 

1862— 1865 

Ilet. ,, .. •. Iletley’s Reports, Common Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1627 — 

1631 

Hob. .. Hobait’s Reports, Common Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1613 

—1625 

Hodg. ,, •. Hodges* Reports, Common Pleas, 3 vols., 1835 — 

1837 

Hog. .. .. Hogan’s Reports, Rolls Court (Ireland), 2 vols., 1816 

—1834 

Holt (AD^r.) . . . . W. Holt’s Rule of the Road Cases, Admiralty, 1 vol., 

1863— 1867 

Holt (eq.) .. .. W. Holt’s Equity Reports, 1 vol., 1845 

Holt (K. B.) .. Sir John Holt’s Reports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 

1688—1710 

Holt (n. r.) . . .. E. Holt’s Reports, Nisi Prius, 1 vol., 1815 — 1817 

Homo, Ct. of Sess. . . Home’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 

fol., 1 vol., 1735—1744 

Hop. & Colt. , , , , Hopwood and Coltman’s Registration Cases, 2 vols., 

1868—1878 

Hop. & Ph. .. Hopwood and Philbrick’s Registration Cases, 1 vol., 

1863—1867 

Horn & H. ., .. Horn and Hurlstone’s Reports, Exchequer, 2 vols., 

1838—1839 

Hov. Suppl. ., Hovenden’s Supplement to Vesey Jun.’s Reports, 

Chancery, 2 vols., 1753 — 1817 

Hud. & B. , , . . Hudson and Brooke’s Reports, King’s Bench and 

Exchequer (Ireland), 2 vols., 1827 — 1831 
Hume .. .. Hume’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 

1 vol., 1781—1822 

Hut. .. .. .. Hutton’s Reports, Common Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1617 — 

1638 

Hy. Bl. . . . . • • Henry Blackstone’s Reports, Common Pleas, 2 vols.. 

1788—1796 

1. C. L. R. .. .. Irish Common Law Reports, 17 vols., 1849 — 1866 

I. Ch. R. .. Irish Chancery Reports, 17 vols., 1850 — 1867 

1. Eq. R. ,, .. Irish Equity Reports, 13 vols., 1838 — 1851 

I. L. R. . .. Irish Law Reports, 13 vols., 1838 — 1851 



Abbreviations. 


XXIX 


I. L. T. . . Irish Law Times, 1867 — (current) 

I. R. (preceded by date) Irish Reports, since 1893 {t.g, [1894] 1 I. R.) 

I. R. O. li. . . . . Irish Reports, Common Law, 11 vols., 1866 — 1877 

I. R. Eq. . . . . Irish Reports, Equity, 11 vols., 1866—1877 

It. Giro. Oas, . . . . Irish Circuit Oases, 1 vol., 1841 — 1843 

Ir. Jur. . . , . . . Irish Jurist, 18 vols., 1849 — 1866 

Ir. li. Rec. 1st ser. .. Law Recorder (Ireland) 1st series, 4 vols., 1827 — 

1831 

Ir. L. Rec. (n. s.) . . Law Recorder (Ireland) New Series, 6 vols.j 1833 — 

1838 

Irv. . . . • . . Irvine’s Justiciary Reports (Scotland), 6 vols., 1852 — 

1867 

J. Bridg. .. .. Sir John Bridgman’s Reports, Common Pleas, fol., 

1 vol., 1613—1621 

J. P, . . . . . . Justice of the Peace, 1837 — (current) 

J. Shaw, Just. ,. .. J. Shaw’s Justiciary Reports (Scotland), 1 vol., 1848 

—1852 

Jac. .. .. .. Jacob’s Reports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1821 — 1823 

Jac. & W. . . . . Jacob and Walker’s Reports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1819 

—1821 

Jebb, O. 0. ,. .. Jobb’s Grown Cases Reserved (Ireland), 1 vol., 1822 

—1840 

Jebb & B. . . . . Jebb and Bourke’s Reports, Queen’s Bench (Ireland), 

1 vol., 1841—1842 

Jebb & S. .• .. Jebb and S janes’ Reports, Queen’s Bench (Ireland), 

2 vols., 1838—1841 

Jenk. .. .. .. Jenkins* Repoits, 1 vol, 1220 — 1623 

Jo. & Car. ., .. Jones and Carey’s Reports, Exchequer (Ireland), 

1 vol., 1838- 1839 

Jo. & Lat. . . . . Jones and La Touche’s Reports, Chancery (Ireland), 

3 vols., 1844—1846 

Jo. Ex. Ir. .. .. T. Jones’ Reports, Exchequer (Ireland), 2 vols., 1834 

—1838 

John. .. .. .. Johnson’s Reports, Clian eery, 1 vol., 1858 — 1860 

John. & II. . . . . Johnson and llemming’s Reports, Chancery, 2 vols., 

1860—1862 

Jut. .. .. ,. Juri.st Reports, 18 vols., 1837 — 1854 

Jur. (n. s.) , , . . Jurist Reports, New Series, 12 vols., 1855 — 1867 

Just. Inst. ., ., Justinian’s Institutes 

K. & G. . . , . . . Keane and Grant’s Registration Cases, 1 vol., 1854 — 

1862 

K. & J. . . .. .. Kay and Johnson’s Reports, Chancery, 4 vols., 

1853—1858 

K. B. (preceded by date) Law Reports, King’s Bench Division, since 1900 

(e.i^., [1901] 2 K. B.) 

Karnes, Diet. Dec. . , Karnes, Dictionary of Decisions, Court of Session 

(Scotland), foL, 2 vols., 1640 — 1741 

Karnes, Rom. Dec. . . Karnes, Remarkable Decisions, Court of Session 

(Scotland), 2 vols., 1716 — 1752 

Kamos, Sel. Doc. . . Karnes, Select Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 

1 vol., 1752—1768 

Kay .. .. Kay’s Reports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1853 — 1854 

Keo. .. .. .. Keble’s Reports, fol., 3 vols., 1661 — 1677 

Keen .. .. .. Keen’s Reports, Rolls Court, 2 vols., 1836 — 1838 

Keil. .. ., .. Keilwey’s Reports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 1327 — 

1578 

Kel. .. .. .. Sir John Kelyng’s Reports, Crown Cases, fob, 1 vol., 

1662—1707 

Kel. W. .. .. W. Kelynge’s Reports, fob, 1 vob, Chancery, 1730 — 

1732; Ifing’s Bench, fob, 1731—1734 

Keny, ,, ,, Kenyon’s Notes of Cases, Eling’s Bench, 2 vols,» 

1753—1759 
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Abbreviations. 


KoDy. (cu.) . , . . Chancery Cases in Vol. II. of Kenyon’s Notes of 

Cases, 1753--1754 

Kilkerran . . . . Kilkerran’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 

fol., 1 vol., 1738—1752 

Knapp . .. Knapp’s lleports, Privy Council, 3 vole., 1829 — 1836 

Kn. & Omb. . . . . Knapp and Om bier’s Election Oases, 1 vol., 1834 — 

1835 

Ij. A. . . . . . Dord Advocate 

L. & G. temp. Plunk. . . Dloyd and Goold’s Reports temp, Plunkett, Chancery 

(Ireland). 1 vol., 1834—1839 

L. & G. temp. Sugd. . . Lloyd and Goold’s Reports temp. Sugden, Chancery 

(Ireland), 1 vol., 1835 

L. & Welsh. , , . . Lloj’d and Welsby’s Commercial and Mercantile 

Cases, 1 vol., 1829 — 1830 

L. G. It. . . . . . . Local Government Reports, 1902 — (current) 

L. J. . . . . . Law Journal, 1866 — (current) 

L. J. (adm.) . . . . Law Journal, Admiralty, 1865 — 1875 

L. J. (boy.) . . . . Law Journal, Bankiuptcy, 1832 — 1880 

L. J. (CH.) . . . . Law Journal, Chancery, 1822 — (current) 

L. J. fc. r.) . . . . Law Journal, Common Pleas, 1822 — 1875 

L. J. (Eocn.) . . .. Law Journal, Ecclesiastical Cases, 1866 — 1875 

L. J. (ex.) . . . . Law Journal, Exchequer, 1830 — 1875 

L. J. (ex. eq.) . . . . Law Journal, Exchequer in Equity, 1835 — 1841 

L. J. (k. b. or Q. B.) . . Law Journal, King’s Bench or Queen’s Bench, 

182 2 — (current) . 

L. J. (m. c.) . . .. Law Journal Magistrates’ Cases, 1826 — 1896 

L. J. N. C. . . . . Law Joui-nal, Notes of Cases, 1866 — 1892 (from 1893, 

see Law Journal). 

L. J. (o. s.) . , . . Law Journal, Old Series, 10 vole., 1823 — 1831 

L. J. (p.) . .. ,. Law Journal, Probate, Divorce and Admiralty, 1875 

— (current) 

L. J. (P. & M.) . . . . Law Journal, Probate and Matrimonial Cases, 1858 — 

1859, 1866—1875 

L. J. (p. c.) . . . . Law Journal, Privy Council, 1865 — (current) 

L. J. (p. M. & A.) . . Law Journal, Probate, Matrimonial and Admiralty, 

1860—1865 

L. M. & P. . , . . Lowndes, Maxwell, and Pollock’s Reports, Bail 

Court and Practice, 2 vols., 1850 — 1851 
L. R. . . . , . Law Reports 

L. R. A. & E. . , , . Law Reports, Admiralty and Ecclesiastical Oases, 

4 vols, 1865 — 1875 

L. R. C. C. R. . , . , Law Reports, Crown Cases Reserved, 2 vols., 1865 — 

1875 

L. R. C. P. .. .. Law Reports, Common Pleas, 10 vols., 1865 — 1875 

L. R. Eq. . , . . Law Reports, Equity Cases, 20 vols., 1865 — 1875 

L. R. Exch. , . , . Law Reports, Exchequer, 10 vols., 1865 — 1875 

L. R. II. L. , , , . Law Reports, English and Irish Appeals and Peerage 

Claims, House of Lords, 7 vols., 1866 — 1875 
L. R. Ind. App. . . Law Reports, Indian Appeals, Privy Council, 1873 — 

(current) 

L. R. Ind. App. Supp. Law Reports, Indian Appeals, Privy Council, 
Vol. Supplementary Volume, 1872 — 1873 

L. R. Ir, . . , , . , Law Reports (Ireland), Chancery and Common Law 

32 vols., 1877—1893 

L. R. P. C. .. . . Law Reports, Privy Council, 6 vols., 1865 — 1875 

L. R. P. & D Law Reports, Probate and Divorce, 3 vols., 1865— 

1875 

L. R. Q. B. Law Reports, Queen’s Bench, 10 vols., 1865 — 1875 

L. R. Sc. & Div. . . Law Reports, Scotch and Divorce Appeals, House 

of Lor^, 2 vols., 1866 — 1875 

D- T. .. .. Law Times Reports, 1859 — (current) 

L. T. Jo. Law Times Newspaper, 1843 — (current) 

L. T. (o. s.) .. , . Law Times Reports, Old Series, 34 vols.. 1843 — 1860 
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Lane .. ,, .. Lane’s Reports, Exchequer, foL, 1 vol., 1605 — 1611 

Lat. . . . . . . Latch’s Reports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 1625 — 1628 

Laws. Reg. Cas. .. Lawson’s Registration Cases, 1885 — (curren^ 

Ld. Raym. . , . . Lord Raymond’s Reports, King’s Bench and Common 

Pleas, 3 vols., 1694—1732 

Leach . . . . . . Leach’s Crown Cases, 2 vols., 1730 — 1814 

Lee .. .. .. Sir G. Lee’s Ecclesiastical Judgments, 2 vols., 1752 — 

1758 

Lee temp. Hard. , . T. Lee’s Cases Hardwicke, King’s Bench, 1 vol., 

1733—1738 

Le. & Ca. , . . . Leigh and Cave’s Cz’own Cases Reserved, 1 vol., 1861 

—1865 

Leon. . . . . . . Leonard’s Reports, King’s Bench, Common Pleas 

and Plxchequer, fol., 4 parts, 1552 — 1615 
Lev. .. .. .. Levinz’s Reports, King’s Bench and Common Pleas, 

fol., 3 vols., 1660—1696 

Lew. O. 0. . . . . I^ewin’s Crown Cases on the Noi them Circuit, 

2 vols., 1822—1838 

Ley .. .. .. Ley’s Reports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 1608 — 1629 

Lib. Ass. .. Liber Assisarum, Year Books, 1 — 51 Ed w. HI. 

Lilly . . . . . . Tjilly’s Reports and Pleadings of Cases in Assize, fol., 

1 vol. 

Liit. . . . . . . Littleton’s Reports, Common Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1627 

—1631 

LoRt . . . . . . LoRt’s Reports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 1772 — 1774 

Long. T. . . . . Longiield and Townsend’s Reports, Exchequer (Ire- 

land), 1 vol., 1841 — lvS42 

Lud. E. C. . . . . Luders’ Election Cases, 3 vols., 1784 — 1787 

Lumle}’-, P. L. 0. . . Lumley’s Poor Law Cases, 2 vols., 1834 — 1842 

Lush. .. .. .. liushingtou’s Reports, Admiralty, 1 vol., 1859 — 1862 

Lut. ,. .. .. Sir E. Jjutwyche’s Entries and Reports, Common 

Pleas, 2 ^ols., 1682 — 1701 

Lut. Reg. Cas. .. .. A. J. Lutwj che’s Registi’ation Cases, 2 vols., 1843 — 

1853 

Lynd. . . . . . . Lyndwood, Provinciale, fol., 1 vol. 

M. & S. . . .. .. Maule and Selwyn’s Reports, King’s Bench, 6 vols., 

1813—1817 

M. & W. . .. . . Meeson and Welshy’s Reports, Exchequer, 16 vols., 

1836—1847 

Mac. & G. . • . . Macnaghteu and Gordon’s Reports, Chancery, 3 vols., 

1849—1852 

Mac, & H. .. Macrao and Heitslet’s Insolvency Cases, 1 vol., 

1847—1852 

M‘Cle. .. .. M'Cleland’s Reports, Exchequer, 1 vol., 1824 

M‘Cle. & Yo. . , . . M‘C3eland and Younge’s Reports, Exchequer, 1 voL, 

1824—1825 

Macfarlane .. .. Macfarlane’s Jury Trials, Court of Session (Scotland), 

3 parts, 1838 — 1839 

Mad. & Rob. . . . . Maclean and Robinson’s Scotch Appeals (House of 

Lords), 1 vol., 1839 

Maeph. (Ct. of Sees.) . . Macpheison, Court of Session (Scotland), 3rd series, 

11 vols., 1862—1873 

Macq. . , . . Mucqueen’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 4 vols., 

1849—1865 

Macr. ,, .. Macrorv’s Patent Cases, 2 parts, 1847 — 1856 

Madd. .. Haddock’s Reports, Chancery, 6 vols., 1815 — 1821 

Madd. & Q. . . . . Haddock and Geldart’s Reports, Chancery, 1 vol., 

1819—1822 (Vol. VI. of Madd.) 

Madox . . , , , . Madox’s Eormulare Anglicanum 

Madox, Exch, ,, Madox’s History and Antiquities of the Exchequer, 

2 vols. 

Manning and Granger’s Reports, Common Pleas, 
7 vols., 1840 — 1845 


Man, & G. 
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Mau. & Ey. (k. b.) 


Man. & By. (m. 0.) 


Mans. 


Mar. L. C. 


March 


Marr. 


Marsh. 


Majm. , . 


Meg. 


Mer. 


Milw. 


Mod. Bep, 


Mol 


Mont. 


Mont. & A. 


Mont. & B. 


Mont. & Ch. 


Mont. D. & De G. 


Mont. & M. 


Moo. P. C. 0. . . 


Moo. P. C. C. (N. s.) 


Moo. Ind. App. . . 


Moo. & P. 


Moo. & S. 


Mood. & M. 


Mood. <S: B. 


Mood. C. C. 


Moore (k. b.) 


Moore (c. r.) 


Mor. Diet. 


Morr. . . . , 


Mos. 


Murp. & 11. 


Muit. 


My. & Cr. 


My. & K. 



Mauiiiug and Byland’s Beports> King’s Bench, 
5 vols., 1827—1830 

Manning and Byland's Magistrates* Cases, 3 vols., 
1827—1830 

Malison’s Bankruptcy and Company Cases, 1893 — 
(cuiTent) 

Maritime Law Beports (Orockford), 3 vols., 18G0 — 
1871 

March’s Beports, King’s Bench and Common Pleas, 
1 voL, 1039—1642 

Maniott’s Decisions, Admiralty, 1 vol., 1776 — 1779 
Marshall’s Beports, Common Pleas, 2 vols., 1813 — 
1816 

Maynard’s Beports, Exchequer Memoranda of Edw 
I. and Year Books of Edw. II., Year Books, Part I., 
1273—1326 

Megone’s Companies Acts Cases, 2 vols., 1889 — 1891 
Meiivale’s Bepoits, Chancery, 3 vols., 1815 — 1817 
Milward's Ecclesiastical Beports (Ireland), 1 vol., 1819 
—1843 

Modern Bepoits, 12 vols., 1669 — 1755 
Molloy’s Beports, Chancery (Ireland), 3 vols., 1808 — 
1831 

Montagu’s Bepoits, Bankruptcy, 1 vol., 1829 — 1832 
Montagu and Ayrton’s Beports, Bankruptcy, 3 vols., 
1832—1838 

Montagu and Bligh’s Beports, Bankruptcy, 1 vol., 
1832—1833 

Montagu and Chitty’s Beports, Bankruptcy, 1 vol., 
1838—1840 

Montagu, Deacon, and De Gex’s Beports, Bank- 
ruptcy, 3 vols., 1840 — 1844 
Montagu and Macarthur’s Beports, Bankruptcy, 
1 vol., 1826—1830 

Moore’s Privy Council Cases, 15 vols., 1836 — 1863 
Moore’s Privy Council Cases, New Series, 9 vols., 
1862—1873 

Moore’s Indian Appeal Cases, Privy Council, 14 vols., 
1836—1872 

Moore and Payne’s Bei)orts, Common Pleas, 5 vols., 
1827—1831 

Moore and Scott’s Bei)ortB, Common Pleas, 4 vols., 
1831—1834 

Moody and Malkin’s Beports, Nisi Piius, 1 vol., 1826 
—1830 

Moody and Bobinson’s Bepoits, Nisi Prius, 2 vols., 
1830—1844 

Moody’s Crown Cases Besorved, 2 vols., 1824—1844 
Sir E. Moore’s Bojwrts, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 
1485—1620 

J. B. Moore’s Bepoits, Common Pleas, 12 vols., 1817 
—1827 

Morison’s Dictionary of Decisions, Court of Session 
(Scotland), 43 vols., 1532 — 1808 
Morrell’s Beports, Bankruptcy, 10 vols., 1884 — 1893 
Moseley’s Beports, Chancery, fol., 1 vol., 1726 — 1730 
Murphy and Ilurlstone’s Beports, Exchequer, 1 vol., 
1837 

Murray’s Beports, Jury Court (Scotland), 5 vols., 
1816—1830 

Mylne and Craig’s Beports, Chancery, 6 vols., 1835 
—1841 

Mylne and Keen’s Beports, Chancery, 3 vols., 1832 
—1835 
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Nels 

Nev. & M. (k. b.) 

Nev. & M. (m. 0.) 

Nev. & P. (k. b.) 

Nev. & P. (m. c.) 

New Mag. Gas. . . 

New Pract. Gas. 

New Rep. 

New Sees. Gas. . . 


Nolan 

Notes of Gases 

. • • a 

Noy 

.. 

O. Bridg. 

.. 

O’M. & H. 

. a 

Owen 

aa 

P, (preceded by date) . . 

P. D. .. 

a a a a 

P. Wms. . . 

. a 

Palm. . , 

• a a • 

Park. 

.a a . 

Pat. App. 

Pater. App. 

. a 

Peake 

Peake, Add. Gas. 

Peck. 

Per. & Dav. 


Per. & Kn. 

Ph. 

Phil. El. Gas. 
Philliin. ,. 

• a 

Phillim. Eccl. 

Jud. 

Pig. & R. 

a a 

Pitc. 

a • a a 


Plowd. . . 
Poll. 


Nelson’s Reports, Ghancery, 1vol., 1625 — 1692 
Nevile and Manning’s Reports, King’s Bench, 6 vols., 
1832—1836 

Nevile and Manning’s Magistrates’ Gases, 3 vols., 
1832—1836 

Nevile and Perry’s Reports, King’s Bench, 3 vols., 
1836—1838 

Nevile and Perry’s Magistrates’ Gases, 1 vol., 1836 — 
1837 

New Magistrates’ Gases (Bittleston, Wise and 
Parnell), 2 vols., 1844 — 1848 
New Practice Gases (Bittleston and Wise), 3 vols., 
1844—1848 

New Reports, 6 vols., 1862 — 1865 
New Sessions Magistrates* Gases (Garrow, Hamer- 
ton, Allen, etc.), 4 vols., 1844 — 1851 
Nolan’s Magistrates’ Cases, 1 vol., 1791 — 1793 
Notes of Oases in the Ecclesiastical and Maritime 
Courts, 7 vols., 1841 — 1850 
Noy’s Reports, King's Bench, fol., 1 voL, 1558 — 1649 

Sir Oilando Bridgman’s Reports, Common Pleas, 
1 vol., 1660—1666 

O’Malley and llardcastle’s Election Gases, 1869 — 
(current) 

Owen’s Reports, King’s Bench and Common Pleas, 
foL, 1 vol., 1557—1614 

Law Reports, Probate, Divorce, and Admiralty Divi- 
sion, since 1890 (e.y., [1891] P.) 

Law Re ports. Probate, Divorce, and Admiralty Divi- 
sion, 15 vols., 1875 — 1890 

Peere Williams’ Repoits, Chancery and King’s 
Bench, 3 vols., 1695 — 1735 
Palmer’s Repoits, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 1619 — 
1629 

Parker’s Reports, Exchequer, fol., 1 vol., 1743-' 
1766 

Baton’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 6 vols., 
1726—1822 

Paterson’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 2 vols., 
1851—1873 

Peake’s Reports, Nisi Prius, 1 vol., 1790 — 1794 
Peake’s Additional Cases, Nisi Prius, 1 vol., 1795 — - 
1812 

Peckwell’s Election Cases, 2 vols., 1803 — 1804 
Perry and Davison’s Reports, Queen’s Bench, 4 vols., 
1838—1841 

Perry and Knapp’s Election Cases, 1 vol., 1833 
Phillips’ Reports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1841 — 1849 
Philipps’ Election Oases, 1 vol., 1780 
J. I’hillimore’s Ecclesiastical Reports, 3 vols., 1764 — 
1821 

Sir R. Philli more’s Ecclesiastical Judgments, 1 vol., 
1867—1875 

Piffott and Rod well’s Registration Gases. 1 vol.. 1845 

Pitcairn’s Criminal Trials (Scotland). 3 vols.. 1488— 
1624 

Plowden’s Reports, fol., 2 vols., 1550 — 1579 
Pollexfen’s Reports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol. 1670 

Popham’s Reports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 1691— 
1627 


Poph. 
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Pow. E. & D. 


Free. Oil. . , 
Price 


Power, Eodwell, and Dew’s Election Cases, 2 vols. , 
1848—1856 

Precedents in Cliancery, fol., 1 vol., 1689 — 1722 
Price’s Reports, Exchequer, 13 vols., 1814 — 1824 


Q. B 

Q. B. (preceded by date) 


Q. B. D. . . 


Queen’s Bench Reports (Adolphus and Ellis, New 
Series), 18 vols., 1841 — 1852 
Law Reports, Queen’s Bench Division, 1891 — 1901 
[1891] 1 Q. B.) 

Law Reports, Queen’s Bench Division, 25 vols., 
1875—1890 


R. 

R. (Ct. of Sess.) . . 

R. P. 0. . . 

R. R 

R. S. O 

East. 

Ra3"n. 

Real Prop. Cas. . 
Rep. Oh. . 

Rick. & M. 

Rick. & S. 

Ridg. ternj). H. , , 

Ridg. L. & S. 

Ridg. Pari. Rep. 

Rob. Eccl, 

Rob. L. . . 

Robert. App. 

Robin. App. 

Roll. Abr. 

Roll. Rep. 

Rom. 

Rose 

Ross, L. O. 

Rowe 

Rul. Cas. 

Russ. 

Russ. & M. 

Rubs. & Ry. 

Ry. & Can. Cas. 

Ry. & Can. Tr. Cas. 
Ry. & M. 


The Reports, 15 vols., 1893 — 1895 
Rettie, Court of Session Cases (Scotland), 4th series, 
25 vols., 1873—1898 

Reports of Patent Cases, 1884 — (cun-ent) 

Revised Reports 

Rules of the Supreme Court 

Rastell’s Entries 

Rayner’s Tithe Cases, 3 vols., 1575 — 1782 
Re^ Property Cases, 2 vols., 1843 — 1847 
Reports in Chancery, fol., 3 vols., 1615 — 1710 
Rickaids and Michael’s Locus Standi Reports, 1 vol., 
1885—1889 

Rickards and Saunders’ Locus Standi Reports, 1 vol., 
1890—1894 

Ridgeway’s Reports, te7np. Ilardwicke, 1 vol.. King’s 
Bench, 1733 — 1736; Chancery, 1744—1746. 
Ridgeway, Lapp, and Schoales’ Reports (Ireland), 
1 vol., 1793 — 1795 

Ridgeway’s Parliamentary Reports (Ireland), 3 vols,, 
1784—1796 

Robertson’s Ecclesiastical Reports, 2 vols., 1844 — 1853 
Roberts, Looming, and Wallis’ New County Court 
Cases, 1 vol., 1849 — 1851 

Robertson’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 1 vol., 
1709—1727 

Robinson’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 2 vols., 
1840—1841 

Rolle’s Abiddgment of the Common Law, fol., 2 vols. 
Rollo’s Reports, King’s Bench, fol., 2 vols., 1614 — 1625 
Romilly’s Notes of Oases in Equity, 1 pai't, 1772 — 
1787 

Rose’s Reports, Bankmptcy, 2 vols., 1810 — 1816 
Ross’s Leading Cases in Commercial Law (England 
and Scotland), 3 vols. 

Rowe’s Reports (England and Ireland), 1 vol., 1798 — 
1823 

Campbell’s Ruling Cases, 25 vols, 

Russell’s Reports, Chancery, 5 vols., 1824 — 1829 
Russell and Mylne’s Reports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1829 
—1833 

Russell and Ryan’s Crown Cases Reserved, 1 vol., 
1800—1823 

Railway and Canal Oases, 7 vols., 1835 — 1854 
Railway and Canal Traffic Oases, 1855 — (current) 
Ryan and Moody’s Reports, Nisi Prius, l^-vol., 1823 
—1826 


S. O 

S. O. (preceded by date) 


B.-a. 

Baint 


Same Case 

Court of Session Oases (Scotland), since 1900 (e.g,, 
[1908] S. C.) 

Solicitor-General 

Saint’sDigest of Registration Casete,1843 —1906,. I vol. 
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Salk. 

Sau. & Sc. 

Saund. 

Saund.. & A. 

Saund. & B. 

Saund. & O. 

Saund. & IM. 

Sav. 

Say 

Sc. Jur. 

Sc. L. R. 

Sch. & Lof. 

Sc. B. R. . . 

Scott 

Scott (n. II. 

Sea. & Sm. 

Sel. Oas. Oh. 

Soss. Oas. (k. b.) 

Sh. & Mad. 

Sh. (Ct. of Sess.) 

Sh. Dig 

Sh. Just 

Sh. Sc. App. 

Sh. Toind Ot. 

Shep. Touch. 
Show. 

Show. Pari. Gas. 

Sid 

Sim. 

Sim. (N. s.) 

Sim. & St. 

Skin. 

Sm. & Bat. 

Sm. & G. . . 

Smith, KB. 

Smith. L. 0. . . 

Smith, Reg. Oas. 


Salkeld’s Reports, King’s Bench, 3 vols„ 1689 — 1712 
Sausse and Scully’s Reports, Rolls Oourt (Ireland), 

1 vol., 1837—1840 

Saunders’s Reports, King’s Bench, 2 vols., 1666 — 1672 
Saunders and Austin’s Docus Standi Reports, 2 vols., 
1895—1904 

Saunders and Bidder’s Locus Standi Reports, 1905 — 
(current) 

Saunders and Oole’s Reports, Bail Oourt, 2 vols., 1846 
—1848 

Saunders and Macrae’s Oounty Oourts and Insolvency 
Oases (Oounty Courts Oases and Appeals, Vols. II. 
and 111.), 2 vols., 1852—1858 
Savile’s Reports, Common Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1580 — 
1591 

Sayer’s Reports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 1751 — 
1756 

Scottish Jurist, 46 vols., 1829 — 1873 
Scottish Law Reporter, 1865 — (current) 

Schoales and Lefroy’s Reports, Chancery (Ireland), 

2 vols., 1802—1806 
Scots Revised Reports 

Scott’s Reports, Common Pleas, 8 vols., 1834 — 1840 
Scott’s New Reports, Common Pleas, 8 vols., 1840 — 
1845 

Searle and Smith’s Reports, Probate and Divorce, 

1 vol., 1859—1860 

Select Oases in Chancery, fol., 1 vol., 1685 — 1698 
(Pt. III. of Oas. in Oh.) 

Sessions Settlement Cases, King’s Bench, 2 vols,, 
1710—1747 

Shaw and Maclean’s Scotch Appeals, IIouso of Lords, 

3 vols., 1835—1838 

Shaw, Court of Session Cases (Scotland), Ist series, 
16 vols., 1821— 1838 

P. Shaw’s Digest of Decisions (Scotland), ed. by Bell 
and Lamond, 3 vols, 1726 — 1868 
P. Shaw’s Justiciary Decisions (Scotland), 1 vol., 
1819—1831 

P. Shaw’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 2 vols., 
1821—1824 

P. Shaw’s Teind Court Decisions (Scotland), 1 vol., 
1821—1831 

Sheppard’s Touchstone of Common Assurances 
Shower’s Repoits, King’s Bench, 2 vols., 1678 — 1695 
Shower’s Cases in Parliament, fol., 1 vol., 1694 — 
1699 

Sidorfiii’s Reports, King’s Bench, Common Pleas, 
and Exchequer, fol., 2 vols., 1657 — 1670 
Simons’ Reports, Chancery, 17 vols., 1826 — 1852 
Simons’ Reports, Chancery, New Series, 2 vols., 
1850—1852 

Simons and Stuart’s Reports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1822 
—1826 

Skinner’s Reports, King’s Bench, fob, 1 vol., 1681 — 
1697 

Smith and Batty’s Reports, King’s Bench (Ireland), 
1 vol., 1824—1825 

Smale and Gillard’s Reports, Chancery, 3 vols., 1852 
—1858 

J, P. Smith’s Reports, King’s Bench, 3 vols., 1803 — 
1806 

Smith’s Leading Cases, 2 vols. 

O. L. Smith’s Registration Cases, 1895 — (current) 
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Smythe .. •• .. Smytlie’s Beports, Oontmon Pleas (Ireland), I vol., 

1839—1840 

Sol. Jo. .. .. .. Solicitors’ Journal, 1866 — (current) 

Spinks .. .. .. Spinks* Prize Court Oases, 2 parts, 1 854 — 1856 

Stair Eop. .. .. Stair’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), fol., 

2 vols., 1661—1681 

Stark. . . . . Starkie’s Beports, Nisi Prius, 3 toIs., 1814 — 1823 

Stat. B. & O. Bev. . . Statutory B^es and Orders Revised 

State Tr. . . . , . State Trials, 34 vols., 1163 — 1820 

State Tr. (n. s.) . . . State Trials, New Series, 8 vols., 1820 — 1858 

Stra. .. .. .. Strange’s Beports, 2 vols., 1716 — 1747 

Stu. M. & P. . . . , Stuart, Milne, and Peddie’s Beports (Scotland), 

2 vols., 1851—1853 

Sty. . . . . . . Style’s Beports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 1646—1655 

Sw. . . . . . Swabey’s Bepoits, Admiralty, 1 vol., 1855^1859 

Sw. & Tr. . . . . Swabey andTristi-am’s Reports, Probate and Divorce, 

* 4 vols., 1858—1865 

Swan. .. .. .. Swauston’s Reports, Chancery, 3 vols., 1818 — 1821 

Swin. .. .. .. Swinton’s Justiciary Beports (Scotland), 2 vols., 1835 

—1841 

Syme .. .. .. Syme’s Justiciary Beports (Scotland), 1 vol., 1826 — 

1829 

T. & M. . . . . . . Temple and Mew’s Ciiminal Appeal Cases, 1 vol., 

1848—1851 

T. Jo. . .. .. Sir T. Jones’s Bepoits, King’s Bench and Common 

Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1669—1684 

T. L. B. . . . . . . The Times Law Beports, 1884 — rcurrent) 

T. Baym. . . . . Sir T. Raymond’s Reports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 

1660—1683 

Taml. . . . . . . Tamlyn’s Bepoits, Rolls Court, 1 vol., 1829 — 1830 

Taunt. .. .. .. Taunton’s Reports, Common Pleas, 8 vols., 1807 — 

1819 

Tax Oas. , .. .. Tax Cases, 1875 — (current) 

Term Rep. . . . . Term Beports (Dumford and East), fol., 8 vols., 1785 

— 1800 

Toth. . . , . . . Tothill’ 8 Transactions in Chancery, 1 vol., 1559 — 1646 

Trist. . . Tristram’s Consistory Judgments, 1 vol., 1873 — 1892 

Tudor, L. C. Merc. Law Tudor’s Leading Cases on Mercantile and Maritime 

Law 

Tudor, L. C. Beal Pi op. . . Tudor’s Leading Cases on Beal Property 

Turn. & B. . . . . Tuimer and Bussell’s Reports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1822 

—1825 

Tyr. .. .. Tyrwhitt’s Beports, Exchequer, 5 vols., 1830 — 1835 

Tyr. & Gr. . . . . T 3 'rwhitt and Granger’s Beports, Exchequer, 1 vol., 

1835-1836 

Vaugh. .. .. Vaughan’s Beports, Common Pleas, fol., 1 voL, 1666 

—1673 

Vent. .. .. .. Ventris’ Beports (Vol. I., King’s Bench; VoL II., 

Common Pleas), foL, 2 vols., 1668 — 1691 
Vern. .. .. .. Vernon’s Beports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1680 — 1719 

Vern. & Scr. . . . . Vernon and Scriven’s Bepoits, King’s Bench (Ire- 

land), 1 vol., 1786—1788 

Vos. . . . . . . Vesey Jun.’s llepoi-ts. Chance^, 19 vols., 1789 — 1817 

Ves. & B. . . , . Vesey and Beames’s Bei>orts, Chaucer 3 % 3 vols., 1812 

—1814 

Ves. Sen. .. Vesey Sen.’s Beports, 2 vols., 1747 — 1756 

Vin. Abr. . . . . Viner’s Abridgment of Law and Equity, fol., 22 vols. 

Vin. Supp. . . . . Simplement to Vinor’s Abridgment of Law and 

Equity, 6 vols, 

W. Jo. .. Sir W. Jones’s Beports, King’s Bench and Common 

Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1620—1640 
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W. N. (preceded by date) 

W. E 

Wallis 

Web, Pat. Gas, 

Welsh, Eeg. Gas, 

Went. Off. Ex. . . 

West 

West temp. Hard. 

West. Tithe Gas. 

White 

White & Tud. L. 0. 
Wight. . . 

Will. Well. & Dav. 

Will. WoU. & IL 

Willes . . 

Wilm. 

Wils 

Wils. & S. 

Wils. (cn.) 

Wils. (EX.) 

Win 

Win. B1 

Wui. Eob. 

Wms, Saund. 

Wolf. & B. 

Wolf. & D. 

Woll 

Wood . . 

Y. & G. Gh. Gas. 

y. & 0. (EX.) . . 

Y. & J 

Y, B 

Yelv 

You 


Law Eeports, Weekly Notes, 1866 — (current (e.g,, 
[1866] W. N.) 

Weekly Eeporter, 54 vols., 1852 — 1906 
Wallis’s Eeports, Chancery (Ireland), 1 voL, 1766 — 
1791 

Webster’s Patent Cases, 2 yols., 1602 — 1855 
Welsh’s Eegistry Cases Qrelandh 1 voL, 1832 — 1840 
Wentworth’s Office and Duty of Executors 
West’s Eeports, House of Lords, 1 vol., 1839 — 1841 
West’s Eepoits temp. Hardwicke, Chancery, 1 vol,, 
1736—1740 

Western’s London Tithe Coses, 1 vol., 1592 — 1822 
White’s Justicioiy Eeports (Scotland), 3 vols., 1886 
— 1893 

White and Tudor’s Loading Cases in Equity, 2 vols. 
Wightwick’s Eeports, Exchequer, 1 vol., 1810 — 1811 
Wjllmore, Wollaston, and Davison’s Eeports, Queen’s 
Bench and Bail Court, 1 vol., 1837 
Willmore, Wollaston, and Hodges’ Eeports, Queen’s 
Bench and Bail Court, 2 vols., 1838 — 1839 
Willes’ Eepoits, Common Pleas, 1 vol., 1737 — 1758 
Wilmot’s Notes of Opinions and Judgments, 1 vol., 
1757—1770 

G. Wilson’s Eeports, King’s Bench and Common 
Pleas, foL, 3 vols., 1742—1774 
Wilson and Shaw’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 
7 vols., 1825—1835 

J. Wilson’s Eeports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1818 — 1819 
J. Wilson’s Eeports, Exchequer in Equity, 1 part, 
1817 

Winch’s Eeports, Common Pleas, fob, 1 vol., 1621 — 
1625 

William Blackstone’s Eeports, King’s Bench and 
Common Pleas, fob, 2 vols., 17*46 — 1779 
William Eobinson’s Eeports, Admiialty, 3 vols., 1838 
—1850 

Williams’ Notes to Saunders’ Eeports, 2 vols. 
Wolferstan and Bristowe’s Election Cases, 1 vob, 
1859—1864 

Wolferstan and Dew’s Election Cases, 1 vob, 1857 — 
1858 

Wollaston’s Eeports, Bail Court and Practice, 1 vob, 
1840—1841 

Wood’s Tithe Cases, Exchequer, 4 vols., 1050 — 1798 

Youngo and Collyer’s Eeports, Chancery Cases, 
2 vols., 1841— 1843 

Younge and CoEyer’s Eeports, Exchequer in Equity, 
4 vols., 1834—1842 

Younge and Jervis’ Eeports, Exchequer, 3 voIb., 
1826—1830 
Year Books 

Yelverton’s Eeports, King’s Bench, fob, 1 vob, 1602 
—1613 

Younge’s Eepoits, Exchequer in Equity, 1 vol., 1830 
—1832 
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Part 1. — Introduction. 

1 . The law in relation to education is in substance statu- 
tory (a). The coinmon law recognised directly neither educational 
duties nor educational rights, nor did equity extend its jurisdiction 
over infants by generally and practically enforcing any such duties 
and rights (/;). Indirect legal recognition of education, outside the 
statutory sphere, is found in its adoption by equity as a proper 
object for a public or charitable trust (c), in the exercise of the 
royal prerogative in granting charters of incorporation to bodies 
engaged in educational work (d), and in a few rules of coinmon law 
dealing with certain educational relations {«). But the law thence 
arising forms no distinct body, and in bulk bears no comparison to 
the numerous statutes which affect every side of educational work. 

2 . The stages and methods by which Parliament has proceeded 
mark the difference in practical character of the problems which 
have confronted it. For the most part, particular problems have 
been attacked before the more general ones, and provi^on has been 


(a) By education, in the following pages, is meant, broadly speaking, 
(1) State-aided and State -provided education ; (2) education which, being subject 
to a public or charitable trust, is affected by le^lation varying the law of 
charitable trusts in its application to particular kinds of educational charities, 
including the Acts relating to particular universities and schools. Por the 
general law of charitable trusts, see title Charities, Vol. IV., pp. 105 et seg.y 
except as regards some rules relating to schoolmasters as officers of chaiities, as 
to which see p. 125, post Piivate or proprietary schools have no law specially 
applicable to them, but are affected by certain common law rules which, m their 
application to schoolmasters are, for convenience, included in this article. 

(b) At common law a parent is under no obligation to educate his child 
{^Hodges v. Hodges (1796), Peake, Add. Gas. 79; Wellesley v. Beaufort (Duke) 
(1827), 2 Russ. 1, 22, 23). For a discussion of the powers of courts of equity in 
the exercise of their jurisdiction over infants on behalf of the Crown, as parens 
patriae^ with reL^ence to the education of children, see per Lord Eldon in 
Wellesley v. Beaufort (Duke), supra, at pp. 19—23, and compare Re W,, W, v. 
A/., [1907] 2 Ch. 657, C. A.; and see, generaRy, as to the rights of parents 
inter se, or against others, in respect of the control of the education of theil 
children, titles Husband and Wife ; Infants and Children. 

(c) See title Charities, Vol. IV., pp. 105 et seg, 

(d) See title Corporations, Vol. VIII., pp. 304, 30& 

(e) See p. 122, post 
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earliest made for the education of special classes of persons. The *• 

history is legally important as having caused a division of the Intro- 
statutes relating to education into more or less separate groups in duction. 
accordance with the difference of their subject-matter. 

3. The first modern statute upon education dealt with the Children in 
special class of children employed in factories. In 1802 there ^ctoriMand 
began the legislation (/) which is now represented in a consolidated ® 

and amended form by the Factory and Workshop Act, 1901 {g). 

The subsequent growth and elaboration of rules respecting school 
attendance and child labour in statutes of universal application 
have reduced the practical importance of the educational rules 
relating to this special class of children (Ji). 

4. From the Poor Law Acts, still a confused and unconsoli- I'oorlaw 
dated mass, are to be collected the rules whereby Parliament, 
beginning in 1833, has sought to enforce the education of children 
whose whole care and maintenance from time to time devolve upon 

poor law authorities (i). 

5. Children and young persons convicted of crime, or exposed Reform ntory 
to criminal infiuenccs, form another special class whose education 

early obtained statutory aid and control; the rules relating to 
reformatory and industrial schools, now amended and consolidated 
by the Children Act, 1908 (;), represent legislation which began in 
1854 (/r). 

6 . The special mischiefs and anomalies which by the middle Educational 
of the last century had become apparent among many educational chanties, 
charities provoked much 2 )arliamentary interference at that time. 

The legislation passed in 1854 and 1856, resulting from the reports of 
commissioners appointed to inquire into the Universities of Oxford 
and Cambridge, mark the first modern interference by Parliament 
with foundations of university rank (1). In 1868 an Act dealing in 
a special manner with seven historic public schools was a step in 
the same process (771). In 1869 the first of the Endowed Schools 
Acts established the system under which a more general reform of 
another class of educational charities has been made possible (n). 

7 . While these special problems were thus receiving separate General 

statutory treatment, the State had not been idle in making e^^ecutive 

° provision. 

(/) Stat. (1802) 42 Goo. 3, c. 73 ; and compare the repealed Factories Act, 

Btat. (1833) 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 103. 

{g) 1 Edw. 7, c. 22. ^ See title Factories and Shops. 

(h) For the educational rules in the Factory and Workshop Act, 1901 (1 
Edw. 7, c. 22), see p. 67, post. For the general conditions, not restricted to 
education, which may be imposed upon the employment of children, and the 
employment of children in general, see title Inpants and Children. For 
compulsory education and school attendance, see p. 54, post, 

t i) For education under the poor laws, see p. 81, post, 

j) 8 Edw. 7, c. 67. 

k) For reformatory and industrial schools, see p. 70, posU 

1) For universities, see p. 90, post. 

m) For schools under the Public Schools Acts, see p. 97, post, 

n) For the Endowed Schools Acts, 1869 to 1889, see note (/*), p. 99, post The 
Charitable Trusts Acts, beginning in 1853, were part of this process, but are not 
restricted to education; see title Charities, YoL IV., p. 101. ^e also the 
Endowed Schools Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 11), and p. 116, post. 
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provision, general in character, for the educational needs of the 
country at large. But for many years the methods adopted were 
executive and not legislative. The system of grants in aid, at first, 
in 1833, administered by the Treasury, and continued in 1841, with 
enlarged aims, by a committee of the Privy Council, specially con- 
stituted by Order in Council, had by 1870 assisted the foundation 
or development of a considerable system of elementary schools 
throughout England and Wales, and the means for training 
teachers for serving in them. A similar activity of another Govern- 
ment department, the Science and Art Department, had rendered 
similar services to education, secondary in standard, in subjects 
broadly designated by the terms science and art (o). 

But till 1870 the statute-book is practically bare of all signs of 
this process. Annual appropriations of sums of money, broadly 
designated in the Appropriation Acts as for the general purposes 
of public education or science and art, were the only direction 
Parliament gave to the Executive Government as to the aim of its 
educational activities. The process was indirectly facilitated by Acts 
which removed some of the difficulties surrounding the conveyance 
of land in trust for educational purposes, and afforded security for the 
due application of grants out of public money for building schools (p). 
But the basis of the system on which Parliament built in 1870 was 
constructed, mainly during the years 1833 to 1870, out of ancient 
endowments, voluntary contributions, and grants from Government 
departments. In the direction and control of this system Parlia- 
ment, as a legislative body, played no practical part (q), 

8 . The legislative initiation of a general system of public education 
was made in 1870 by the first of the Acts known as the Education 
Acts, 1870 to 1909 (r). By those Acts powers and duties have 
been conferred upon central and local authorities for the provision of 
a complete system of public education, both primary and secondary 


(o) Por further details and references, see pp. 9, lo, ; and compare 
the Education Department Act, 1856 (19 & 20 Vict. c. 116). 

(p) For the School Sites Acts, see p. 118, post. 

(q) For the history on its educational and political side reference should be 
made to non -legal works, such as Craik’s “ State in llelation to Education ” ; 
Graham Balfour’s “ Educational Systems ” ; the various works of Professor 
M. E. Sadler ; and the Parliamentary Debates, passim. 

(r) These Acts are : — Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Vict. c. 75); 
Elementary Education Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Vict. c. 86); Elementary Education 
Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Vict. c. 79} ; Elementary Education Act, 1880 (43 & 44 
Vict. c. 23); Education Code Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Vict. c. 22); Elementary 
Education Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Vict. c. 56) ; Elementary Education (Blind and 
Deaf Children) Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Vict. c. 42) ; Elementary Education (School 
Attendance) Act, 1893 (56 & 67 Vict. c. 61) ; Elementary Education (School 
Attendance) Act (1893) Amendment Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Vict. c. 13) ; Elementary 
Education (Defective and Epileptic Children) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Vict. c. 32) ; 
Elementary Education Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Vict. c. 53) ; Education Act, 1902 
f2 Edw. 7, c. 42); Education (London) Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, c. 24) ; Education 
(Administrative Provisions) Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 43) ; Education (Administra- 
tive Provisions) Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 20). The following Acte — I'.c. .Voluntary 
Schools Act, 1897 (60 & 61 Vict. c. 5) : Education (Local Authority Default) 
Act, 1904 (4 Edw. 7, c. 18) ; Education (Provision of Meals) Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, 
o. 67); Local Education Authorities (Medical Treatment) Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, 
o. 13) — are also part of the system of the Education Acts, though not strictly 
dtable with them. 
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Under this system the main work of State-aided and State-provided Paet i. 
education is done, and the rules relating to it form the bulk of the Intro- 
educational statutes. The system is essentially a local government dnction. 

one, and exhibits the ordinary features of English local govern- 
ment, the actual work being chiefly done by local municipal bodies, 
though, as central authorities. Government departments exercise a 
close and important control over those bodies, and assist their work 
by large grants out of parliamentary funds (a). 

As a corollary to the powers and duties of the public authorities 
concerned, duties, such as the common law never knew, have been 
imposed upon parents of having their children educated in elemen- 
tary subjects. The law of compulsory education and school attend- 
ance in its practical working tends to form a part of the general 
statutory protection given by modern legislation to infants and 
children, and, in particular, must be read with the statutes regu- 
lating the employment of children (t), 

9. The statutory rules ordering this general system divide them- Logical 
selves logically into three broad divisions, the powers and duties arrange- 
of central authorities, the powers and duties of local authorities, * 
and the duties of parents and employers. The rules affecting the 
education of special classes of children under other Acts than the 
Education Acts are likewise part of the local government system 

of the country, and fall similarly into those three divisions. It is, 
therefore, upon this basis that the law of public education is in 
the main treated in the following pages (u). 

10. The law specially affecting educational foundations, both those Bdncational 
of university and those of lower rank, stands partly outside such foundations, 
classification, and needs separate treatment (^). 

11. Some special facilities for granting land for educational pur- Miscellaneous 
poses (?/), and some miscellaneous provisions affecting schoolmasters 

(«) For the Government departments exercising educational functions, see 
pp. 8, 14, jjosf. The 83 stem is further chaiaetorisod by the existence of 
numerous voluntary institutions which are subsidised and employed by the State 
for public pui poses. 

(<) For compulsory education and school attendance, see p. 54, post. For 
the employment of children in general, see titles Factories and Snors; 

Infan'is and Children. 

(u) For the powers and duties of central authorities, see p. 8, for the 
powers and duties of local education authorities generally, see p. 15, post; for 
the powers and duties of the same authoiities as regards enfoicing compulsory 
education and school attendance, see p. 54, post; and as regards industrial 
schools, see p. 73, post ; for powers and duties of county and county borough 
councils respecting reformatory schools, see p. 73, post ; for powers and duties 
of poor law authonties, see p. 81, post. 

(x) For univeisities and schools under the Public Schools Acts, see p. 90, 
post ; and for some miscellaneous rules arising under statutes specially affecting 
educational charities, see p. 99, post. The greater part of these latter lules come, 
in a sense, within the arrangement stated in the text, inasmuch as they concern 
almost entirely the powers and duties of central authorities, t.e., the Boaid of 
Educution and the Chanty Commissioners, but they have no immediate connec- 
tion with the local government system of the country, the functions of the 
departments in question being of a judicial rather than of an administrative 
character. For the general law of charities, and the powers of the Charity 
Commissioners and of the Board of Education under the Charitable Trusts 
Act, see title Charities, Vol. IV., pp. 101 et sag. 

(y) See p. 117, post. 
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i’ART I. and teachers, including certain non-statutory rules («), likewise do 
Intro- not admit of being fitted into the general arrangement of subjects, 
duction. and require to be treated under separate heads. 


Part II. — Central Authorities. 


Sect. 1. — The Board oj Education, 
Sub-Sect. 1. — Constitution. 


Principal 12 . The principal central authority dealing with education are 

central the Board of Education. The Board are a statutory body, con- 
aut onty. gigting of a President, the Lord President of the Council (unless he 
be the President of the Board), the Principal Secretaries of State, 
the First Lord of the Treasury, and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. The Board are deemed to be established upon the 
appointment of the President (a). Their legal title is “ the Board of 
Education,” and the Board may sue and be sued in that name (&). 


Prendcnt, 13 . The President of the Board is appointed by, and holds office 
officers, and pleasure of, the Crown. His salary, which may not exceed 

expenses. ;g2,000 annually, is fixed by the Treasury. He may be a member 
of the House of Commons (c). 

The Board may, with the sanction of the Treasury, appoint such 
officers and servants as they think necessary, at a remuneration to 
be fixed by the Treasury. One secretary of the Board may be a 
member of the House of Commons (d). 

The expenses of the Board, including the salary of the President, 
are payable out of moneys provided by Parliament {e). 

Consultative 14 . By Order in Council, under statutory authority, a com- 
Committee. mittee, known as tbe Consultative Committee, has been established 


(z) See p. 122, post. For various forms as to educational matters, see 
Encyclopoedia of Forms, Vol. XVI., pp. 669 et seq, 

(а) Board of Education Act, 1899 (62 & G3 Yict. c. 33), s. 1 (1), (2), (5). 

(б) I bid.f 8. 7. A writ of certioi an and a writ of mandamus were issued ap^ainst 
the Board in R. v. Board of Education^ [1909] 2 K. B. 1045; affirmed (loio) 26 
T. L. B. 422, 0. A, ; see also Ex parte Cardiff Corporation (1904), 20 T. L. R. 
317. The official seal of the Board is officially and judicially noticed and may- 
be authenticated in the prescribed manner. Documents purporting to he instru- 
ments issued by the Board of Education and to be sealed with that seal so 
authenticated, or to be signed by a secretary or any person authorised by the 
President or some member of the Board to act on behalf of a secretary {e.g.^ an 
assistant secretary), are received in evidence and treated as proved in the 
absence of evidence disproving them. Any instrument purporting to have been 
made or issued by the President, or any member of the Board, is conclusively 
proved by a certificate to that effect, signed by the President, or a member of 
the Board s. 7). See also s. 83 of the Elementaiy Education Act, 1870 
(33 & 34 Viet. c. 75), as to proving notices and other documents of the Board of 
Education, and the application of the Documentary Evidence Act, 1868 (31 & 32 
Viet. c. 37). See also Documentary Evidence Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 9) ; 
Rud title Evidence. 

(c) Board of Education Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet, c. 33), ss. 1 (4), 6 (2), 8 (1). 

(d) I hid.f ss. 6 0, 8 (2). The office of Vice-President of the Committee of the 
Privy Council on Riucation was abolished by s. 1 of the Act, upon the occurrence 
of the first vacancy in the office. 

(0 lUd., s. 6 (2). 
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for the purpose of advising the Board of Education on any matter sect, i 
referred to the committee by the Board. The committee must The 
consist, as to not less than two-thirds, of persons qualified to Board of 
represent the views of universities and other bodies interested in Educatiop. 
education. The draft of any Order in Council with reference to the 
committee must be laid before each House of Parliament for not less 
than four weeks during the sitting of the House, before being 
submitted to the King in Council (/). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Functions in OeneraL 

16. The Board are expressly charged with the superintendence Functions 
of matters relating to education in England and Wales (7). All generally, 
powers formerly exercised by the Education Department are now 
exercised by the Board of Education, and the latter expression is 
substituted for the former in all enactments and documents. The 
powers of the Science and Art Department are also vested in the 
Board (/t). In respect of certain institutions the Board exercise 
directly the functions of provision and maintenance (i), but their 
main functions are of a supervisory nature. The bulk of the 
moneys annually provided by Parliament for educational purposes 
are appropriated for distribution by the Board. By imposing con- 
ditions upon grants made, out of the moneys so provided, to local 
authorities, to governors or managers of schools, and to other 
persons engaged in educational work, the Board are enabled to 
exercise an extensive ])ractical control over education provided or 
aided by the State in England and Wales (/:). The Board, further, 
by their conditions for making such grants in respect of schools and 
colleges, can exercise control over the greater part of the teaching 
profession (0, and, in particular, through the conditions of grants 
for public elementary schools, the Board settle the conditions upon 
which teachers are recognised as certificated teachers for the 
purposes of the official standard of staffing in those schools, and 

f /) Boaid of Education Act, 1899 (62 & 68 Viet. c. 38), 8S. 4, 5. 

(^) / ltd., 8. 1 (^1 ). Eor Iko tiansfcr to the Board of Education of certain educa- 
tional powers of the Charity Commissioners, and tho power to transfer powers of 
the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, see pp. 13, 15, post. For some functions 
of the Board with reference to children in factories and workshops, see pp. 69, 

70, post. 

(h) Ihid.f 8. 2(1). The Education Department meant the Lords of the 
Committeo for the time being of the Piivy Council appointed for education 
(Interpietation Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 63), s. 12 (6) ). The committeo was 
constituted by Order in Council, dated 10th April, 1839. The Department of 
Science and Art, after a previous existence as a department of the Board of 
Trade, and afterwards as a depaitmeiit of the Education Department, was 
separately incorporated by charter in 1864. For the history, relations, and 
functions of tho two departments, see the judgment of Wills, J., in It. v. 

Cockerton, [19011 1 K. B. 322. 

( 1 ) E.g., the Koyal College of Art, tho Victoria and Albert Museum, the 
Science Museum (all at South Kensington), the Geological Survey and 
Geological Museum (at Jermyn Street). The Board also conduct certain 
examinations and grant certificates. 

(k) See p. 48, post. 

h) For the power of a student, desirous of entering the teaching profession, 
to bind himself as to his training and career in consideration of the grants of 
the Board, see p. 121, post. For a case whore the court directed, at tho instance 
of the trustees, a scheme to be settled to enable a school subject to charitable 
trusts to comply with tiie regulations of the Board for secondary schools, see 
Re Qu€€n*B School, Chester (1910), 26 T. L. H. 297. 
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Conditions of 
parliamentary 
grants. 


also control, subject to statutory regulations, the arrangements for 
granting to certificated teachers superannuation and other annuities 
or allowances (vi). The statutory powers and duties of local educa- 
tion autliorities are in many matters exercisable only subject to the 
consent, approval, or direction of the Board, and the Board have 
special powers to take action in the event of default on the part 
of a local education authority (n). The Board also exercise some 
important functions in respect of educational charities (o). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Higher Education, 

16. The Board of Education make grants, out of moneys pro- 
vided by Parliament, to local education authorities, and other bodies 
and persons, in aid of higher education, and in particular in aid of 
training colleges for teachers, institutions for the instruction of 
pupil teachers in public elementary schools, secondary schools, 
technical schools, evening schools, and other institutions of an 
educational character. The conditions upon which the grants are 
made are at the discretion of the Board, subject to the Appropriation 
Act for the year, and are embodied in regulations issued annually 
by the Board (p). The Board are expressly empowered to inspect 
schools supplying secondary education and desiring to be inspected, 
and after consulting the Consultative Committee may utilise any 
university or other organisation for the purpose of such inspection. 
The terms upon which the inspection is made are settled by the 
Board with the consent of the Treasury (7). 

The Board must he consulted by a local education authority 
before the authority takes any steps in fulfilment of its duty with 
respect to the supply of higher education (r). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Kleinentary Education, 

17. The Board of Education determine what amount of 
accommodation in public elementary schools is necessary in any 
area, and such accommodation as the Board think necessary must 
he suj^plied by the local education authority of that area (s). 

18. The Board settle in their minutes, subject to statutory 
directions, the conditions required to he fulfilled by an elemen- 
tary school in order to obtain an annual parliamentary grant, and 
in accordance with which a public elementary school is required to 
he conducted by the local education authority and the managers {t). 
These minutes are issued annually in a document commonly 

{m) For public eleuieiitary schools, seo p. 29, ^mt ; for elemontar}^ school 
teachers’ superannuation, see p. 127, post. 

(^n) See p. 12, post. 

(0) See p. 13, post. 

Ip) See p. 6, a7ite, and p. 48, post. For the distinction between higher and 
elementary education, see p. 18, post. 

(7) Board of Education Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Yict. c. 33), s. 3 (1). For the 
power of county councils and county borough councils to contribute to the cost 
of such inspection, see p. 23, post, 

(r) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 2 (1) ; and see p. 22, post. 

(5) For public elementary schools, see p. 29, post ; and for the supply, provi* 
sion, and necessity of such schools, see pp. 25, 26, post. For the power of 
the lioard of Education to obtain rotiirus as to the amount of school accommoda- 
tion, pee note (c) on p. 14, post. 

(1) Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Yict. c. 75), ss. 7 (4), 97. 
For parliamentary grants generally, see p, 6, ante, and p. 50, post. For the 
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called the Code. No such minute of the Board comes into force 
until it has lain on the table of both Houses of Parliament for not 
less than a month (a). 

The Board may not make any parliamentary grant in aid of any 
elementary school unless it is a public elementary school, or in aid 
of building, enlarging, improving, or fitting up any elementary 
school (h). 

The minutes of the Board settling the conditions of grant must 
provide that no grant be made in respect of any instruction in 
religious subjects, and may not require that a school shall be in 
connection with a religious denomination, or that religious instruc- 
tion shall be given in the school, and may not give any preference or 
advantage to a school on the ground that it is or is not provided by 
a local education authority (c). 

The minutes must also provide that the income of public 
elementary schools is to be applied only for the purposes of public 
elementary schools (d). 

All parliamentary grants must be paid to the local education 
authority (c). 

19 . The Board are expressly empowered to make extra grants 
in aid of public elementary schools in districts having small po])u- 
lations, and to determine in their minutes the special conditions as 
to efficiency to be imposed for the purposes of such grants (/). 

The main conditions and scheme for the distribution of the fee 
grant are settled by statute 0/), but the Board of Education are 

direct imposition by Parliament of maintenance and control by a local education 
authority, as conditions of grant, &oo j). 30, posi; for definition and conduct of 
public elementary schools generally, see pp. 2o, 29, for tho powers of 

managers to fulfil tho conditions of grant, see p. 39, post. Besides the express 
limitations upon the Board’s powers in respect of the conditions of giants stated 
in the text, the Board, semlle, aro bound to observe the general provisions of the 
Education Acts ; see per Oiiannell, J., in Wil/ord v. West liniing of Yorkshire 
County Council, [1908] 1 K. B. 680 ; see also II, v. Cockerion, [1901] 1 K. B. 322 ; 
affirmed, ibid., 720, C. A.; ])yery. London School Board, [1902] 2 Oh. 708, C. A. 
In tho case of special schools for blind, deaf, defoctivo, or epileptic children, 
express power is given to the Board of Education to make grants notwith- 
btanding statutory restrictions (see p. 45, post) ; a similar exception is made in 
the case of the small class of schools coming within s. 15 of tho Education Act, 
1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), being marine schools or schools attached to mstilutiona 
{see note {k), p. 29, post). 

(a) Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 76), s. 97. 

(5) Ibid., 8. 96; and see references in note {t), supra, as to public elementary 
schools, especially marine schools and schools attached to institutions. Tho 
Appropriation Acts for the years 1907, 1908, and 1909 have respectively contained 
in the title to the Education Vote [Schod. II., Civil Service, Class IV.] the words 
including grants for tho building of new public elementary schools,” and 
tlie Board of Education have treated these words as making it lawful for them 
to make grants to local education authorities in aid of building now i)ublic 
elementary schools, notwithstanding the unrepealed provisions of tho second 
paragraph of s. 96 of the Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet, 
c. 76) ; compare Parliamentary Debates, 1907, Vol. 171, pp. 66, 975 ; Vol. 178, 
pp. 65, 1190 ; Vol. 181, p. 719 ; 1908, Vol. 193, p. 1796. 

(c) 1 bid., s. 97. For inspection of religious instruction, see pp. 30, 38, post. 
Id) Elementary Education Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Vict. c. 79), s. 20. 

(c) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 18 (2), see pp. 47, 49, post, 

{/ ) See p. 49, post. 

W For meaning o£ “ fee grant” and the conditions required to be fulfilled 
in public elementary schools accepting the fee grant, see pp. ^0, 60, post. 
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empowered to determine by regulations the times and manner of its 
payment, and may pay the fee grant notwithstanding a failure to 
comply with the statutory conditions, if they are satisfied that there 
was a reasonable excuse for such failure, and in that case must 
make a deduction from the grant equal to the amount, if any, by 
wliich the amount received from fees has exceeded the amount 
allowed by the statutory conditions (h). 

The conditions and scheme of distribution of the parliamentary 
grant under s, 10 of the Education Act, 1902 (i), are settled in that 
Act, but the Board compute the average attendance of scholars for 
the purpose of the section. 

The Board settle in their minutes the conditions upon which 
they make grants in aid of schools or classes certified by them for 
blind, deaf, defective, and epileptic children, and may make such 
grants, notwithstanding that the schools do not fulfil the conditions 
applicable in the case of public elementary schools (k ) . 

20 . The Board have power, through Ilis Majesty’s inspectors 
of schools, to inspect any public elementary school (1). 


Sub-Sect. 5. — Default of Local Education Authority. 

21 . If a local education authority fail to fulfil any of their 
duties under the Education Acts, 1870 to 1902, and, in particular, 
fail to provide such public school accommodation as they are 
required to provide, the Board of Education may, after holding 
a public inquiry, make such order as they think necessary or 
proper for the purpose of compelling the authority to fulfil 
their duty, and such an order may be enforced by mandamus (m). 
The Board may also, in the event of such default as respects 
any elementary school, make orders to regularise any situation 
to which such default may give rise, and repay to the managers 
any expenses properly incurred by them in making good the 
default of the authority. Any sums so paid by the Board are a 


(h) Eb'mentury Education Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Yict. c. 5G), s. 1 (2). 

(/) 2 Edw. 7, c. 42, s. 10 ; and soe p. 50, Tpost. 

(k) Elementary Education (Blind and Deaf Cliildrcn) Act, 1893 (56 & 57 
Vict. c. 42), s. 12; Elemental y Education (Defective and Epileptic Children) 
Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Vict. c. 32), s. 7 ; and see pp. 40, 45, jmt. 

(/) 8ee p. 30, po^t. The term “Ilis Majesty’s inspectors” in the Education 
Acts moans the inspectors of schools appointed by His Majesty on the 
recommendation of the Boaid of Education (Elementary Education Act, 1870 
(33 & 34 Vict. c. 75), s. 3). For some functions with reference to recognised 
efficient schools under the Factory and Workshop Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 22), 
see p. 76, post, 

(r/i) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), 8. 16. The remedy by order and 
mandamus is substituted for former remedies under the Elementary Education 
Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Vict. c. 75), ss. G3 — 66 ; it was applied in A.-G. v. West 
llidiruj of Yorkshire County Council^ [1907] A. C. 29, and does not always 
exclude other remedies ( Wilford v. West Riding of Yorkshire County Council^ 
[1908] 1 K. B. 685, where CnANNELL, J., distinguishes misfeasance from non- 
feasance for the purposes of the section). The statutory remedy applies to 
duties under other Acts expressed to be duties under the Education Act, 
1902, c.g.^ duties under s 13 of the Education (Administrative Provisions) 
Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 43). As to mandamus, see title Ceown Peactice, 
VoL X., p. 106. 
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debt from the authority to the Crown, and may also be deducted 
from any parliamentary grants due to the authority (n). 

If a local education authority fail to make bye-laws for their area 
requiring children to attend school, the Board, instead of proceeding 
by order and mandamus, may themselves make bye-laws for the 
area, and any such bye-laws will have effect as though they were 
bye-laws duly made by the authority (o). 

If a local education authority fail to make a scheme establishing 
an education committee, the Board may, in accordance with statutory 
rules, make a scheme for the authority by provisional order, and 
obtain the confirmation of the order by Parliament (p). 


Sub-Sect. 6 . — Educational Charities. 

22 . The Board of Education exercise, with certain minor 
exceptions, the powers of the Charity Commissioners relating to 
charities solely educational in character (q), including the special 
powers, originally belonging to the Commissioners for the purposes 
of the Endowed Schools Acts, which were transferred to the Charity 
Commissioners in 1874 (r). The Board also exercise minor functions 
in respect of certain charities applicable in substance for the purposes 
of elementary education formerly exercised by the Education 
Department ( 5 ). 

The Board are, for the purposes of the Charitable Trusts Acts, 
persons interested in any elementary school and its endowment, to 
which these Acts apply (a). 


(ii) Education (Local Authority Default) Act, 1901 (4 Edw. 7, 0 . 18). 

{o) Elementary Education Act, 1880 (43 & 44 Vict. c. 23), s. 2; Education 
Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), Sched. III. (9). Eor bye-laws, see p. 58, post. 

{p) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), ss. 17 (7), 22. Eor schemes 
for education committees, see p. 19, post ; for provisional orders, see title 
Parliament. 


pp. 1, 4, 6). The Act (s. 2 (2)) and the Oiders empower the Charity Com- 
missioners to dotonnino whether a charity or pait of a charity is of an 
educational character for the purposes of the Act and the Orders; such 
a determination by the Commissioners is merely part of the machinery 
for adjusting as between them and the Board of Education the funds 
and property of the chanty, and does not finally restrict to educational 
purposes the part allotted to the jurisdiction of the Board, or prevent it being 
ap])licd by a subsequent scheme to other purposes {Re Beitm^s Charitijy [1908] 
1 Ch. 205). The power to appoint official trustees of charitable funds, and to 
make vesting orders to or from the official trustees of charitable funds or the 
official tnistee of charity lands, is reserved by the Orders in Council to the 
Chanty Commissioners. The members and officers of the Board of Education 
exercise concurrently with the Chanty Commissioners the compulsory powers 
of the Charity Commissioners and Assistant Commissioners with reference to 
inquiries, accounts, attendance and examination of witnesses, and administering 
of oaths (Order in Council, 7th August, 1900). See, generally, title Charities, 
Vol. ly., p. 302. 

(r) Eor the powers of the Commissioners for the purposes of the Endowed 
Schools Acts and the provisions of these Acts, see p. 99, post. 

(fi) As to these powers, which relate to certain charities excluded from the 
operation of the Endowed Schools Acts, see p. 115, post. 

(o) Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Vict. c. 75), s. 78. 
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Sub-Sect. 7.— inhumes, lietums, and liepcrti, 

23. The Board of Education may hold a public inquiry for the 
purpose of the exercise of any of their powers or duties under the 
Education Act, 1902, in accordance with a prescribed procedure. 
The inquiry must be held, after due notice, by a person appointed 
by the Board, in or near the place to which the subject of the 
inquiry relates, and at the inquiry the person holding it must hear 
and inquire into evidence, information, objections and representa- 
tions, offered or made respecting the subject-matter of the inquiry, 
with power to adjourn from time to time. He must then report in 
writing the results of the inquiry to the Board, stating his opinion, 
with reasons, on the subject, and on the representations made at 
the inquiry. The Board must deposit a copy of the report with 
the local education authority, and must publish notice of the 
deposit. The Board may further order the costs of the proceedings 
and inquiry to be paid by the local education authority or by 
the apidicants for the inquiry as they think just, and the amount 
may be recovered as a debt (b). 

24. The Board of Education have power to require returns from 
local education authorities both witli regard to elementary and 
higher education (c), and must make to Parliament a general annual 
report, and special reports relating to the exercise by them of 
particular powers (d). 

Sect. 2.— 0/Acr Central Authorities, 

25. The Local Government Board have special functions 
regarding education under poor law authorities in respect of which 
the Board, as the successor of the Poor Law Commissioners, are the 
controlling and supervising authority (e). In addition to these 
functions the Board, in their capacity of central authority 
for local government purposes in general, exercise many powers 
and duties which directly or indirectly affect the educational powers 
of local authorities, as, for instance, the sanctioning of loans and 
the audit of accounts (/). 


{h) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 23 flO) (see also ibid,, s. 16); 
Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 75), s. 73. 

(c) Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 75), s. 95; Education 
(Administrative Provisions) Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 43), s. 15 (including councils 
with concurrent powers only in respect of higher education). For rules relating 
to special returns for the purpose of ascertaining whether there is a deficiency of 
elementary school accommodation, see Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 
34 Viet. c. 75), 88. 67 — 72, and Elementary Education Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Vict. 
c. 86), 8. 19. 

(tf) Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Vict. c. 75), s. 100 For 
special functions in respect of which particular reports must be made, see 
pp. 25, 45, 67, 107, post. 

(e) For education under the poor law, see p. 81, ^os^. 

^ (/) For the Local Government Board’s powers m their general capacity, see 
title Local Goveknment. Various particular powers are stated in this article 
incidentally to the statement of the educational powers and duties of local 
authorities. For the powers of the Local Government Board with reference to the 
twopenny rate limit for higher education, see p. 23, post. For local inquiries 
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The Home Office is the central authority for education in 
reformatory and industrial schools, all such schools being supervised 
and controlled by the Secretary of State {g). 

The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries are expressly empowered 
to inspect and assist education in agriculture and forestry, not being 
education given in public elementary schools (/^). 

The Treasury makes grants in aid of schools under the Welsh 
Intermediate Education Act, 1889, and must for that purpose be 
satisfied by inspection that the efficiency of the schools is satisfac- 
tory (i). The Treasury also exercises powers in regard to the 
system of elementary school teachers* superannuation (j), and in 
regard to the assessment of compensation to officers of local 
authorities (/c). 


Part III. — Powers and Duties of Local 
Education Authorities. 


Sect. 1. — Outline of System, 

26. The main powers and duties of local education authorities 
are exercised under the Education Acts, 1870 to 1909 (Z). The effect 
of these Acts cannot be appreciated without a reference to their 
history. The first of them, the Elementary Education Act, 1870, set 


by the Local Government Board in respect of their functions under the 
Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), see s. 23 (9). 

{()) For reformatory and industrial schools and the powers of the Ilorae 
Oliice, see p. 70, •post, 

(A) Board of Agriculture Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 30), s. 2 (2), See title 
Agriculture, Vol. I., p. 298. Administrative powers of other Government 
dei)artmonts with reference to agiiculture may be transferred by Order in 
Council to the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, subject to an appeal to 
Parliament {tbvi., s. 4), and the powers of the Board of AgricuKuie relating to 
education may be transferred to the Board of Education (Boaid of Education 
Act, 1899 (02 & 63 Viet. c. 33), s. 2 (2)); see p. 8, ante. For the executive 
aiTangements for the co-oi dination of the work of tho two departments, see 
Parliamentary Paper [Cd. 4886] of 22nd September, 1909. 

(?) See p. 113, post, 

(/) See p. 120, 

{k) As to compensation to officers, see note (o), p. 16, post ; and title Public 
Authorities and Public Officers. 

(/) For these Acts, see note (r), p. 6, ante. Piior to the Education Act, 
1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), the Acta were citable as the Elementary Education 
Acts, 1870 to 1900 (see Elementary Education Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 53), 
8. 9). For definition of terms, see Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 
Viet. c. 75), 8. 3 (“inspectors,” “managers,” “teacher,” “parent,” “ele- 
mentary school,” “ schoolhouse,” “vestry,” “ratepayer,” “parliamentary 
grant”); Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 24 (“powers,” “duties,” 
“property,” “liabilities,” “college,” “ trust deed ”). For the powers of local 
education authorities in respect of industrial schools under the Children Act, 1908 
(8 Edw. 7. c. 67), see p. 80, post; county councils and county borough councils 
also exercise functions in respect of reformatory schools under that Act, but not 
in their capacity of local education authority ; see p. 73, post. A local educa- 
tion authority which is a borough or urban district council may be a library 
authority under the Public Libraries Act, 1892 (55 & 56 Vict. c. 53), and have 
powers thereunder to provide schools for science and art ; see title IjOOAL 
Government. 


Sect. 2* 
Other 
Central 
Anthorities. 

Board of 
Agriculture 

Treasury, 


The 

Education 

Acts, 



16 


Education. 


Sect. 1. up school boards for all districts insufficiently supplied with elemen- 
Outline of tary schools, with a duty to supply public elementary schools for those 
System, districts, and further regulated the conduct of public elementary 
SchooTboards schools, including those not provided by a school board but by 
and school private persons, and commonly known as voluntary schools. The 

attendance Jatter class of schools had been founded prior to 1870, and 

committees, continued to be founded afterwards with the assistance of annual 
grants, and in some instances of building grants, from the Educa- 
tion Department. The only State control over them was the 
supervision of the department and its inspectors, which was a 
requisite for earning the grants, and aimed only at securing that 
the grants should not be paid unless the conditions imposed by the 
department, and those imjiosed after 1870 by statute, were ful- 
filled (jn). School boards, when first established in 1870, were 
empowered, and subsequently were required, to enforce upon 
parents compulsory elementary education. In districts where there 
were no school boards this duty was allotted to school attendance 
committees (?i). 

Local 27 . By the Education Act, 1902, school boards and school 

eduction attendance committees were abolished in all places outside London, 
aut oiities. their functions were transferred to local education authorities, 

namely, councils of counties and county boroughs, and of boroughs 
and urban districts of a certain population, to be exercised through- 
out their area, including places where previously there had been 
no school boards. The Act was extended to London, with minor 
modifications, by the Education (London) Act, 1903. Every part 
of England and Wales is within the area of some local education 
authority. The Act of 1902 further gave local education authorities 
two important functions never exercised by school boards — the 
larger part of the control and maintenance of voluntary schools, 
and, in the case of county councils and county borough councils, 
general powers to supply higher education. Some limited powers in 
respect of higher education previously exercised by certain municipal 
authorities, other than school boards, became at the same time 
merged in the general powers of local education authorities (o). 


(m) For the hislory from authoritative sources, see 72. v. CoeJeerton, [1901] 
1 K. B. 322; nffiimed, tbid., 726, C. A.; A.-G. v. West JUding of Yorlcshire 
Gounty Council, [1907] A. 0. 29; see also p. 6, ante. For the Education 
Department, see p. 9, ante, 

(?j) For compulsory education and the growth of the functions of local 
authorities in respect of it, see note (*) on p. 58, post. 

(o) For the transfer of educational functions from the bodies previously 
exercising them by the Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), and modification 
of Acts, see, as to higher education, p. 22, 2^ost ; as to elementary education, 
p. 28, post; as to school attendance and compulsory educarioii, p. 54:, post; as 
to blind, deaf, defective and epileptic children, p. 40, post. The Local Govern- 
ment Act, 1888 (61 & 62 Yict. c. 41), s. 120, applies, with the necessary modi- 
fications, to compensation to ofiScers transferred or affected by the passing of 
the Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42); and the Local Government Act, 
1894 (56 & 57 Yict. c. 73), s. 68, applies to any adjustment of property and 
liabilities required for the purposes of the Act (see Education Act, 1902 
(2 Edw. 7, c. 42), Sched. II. (21) and (22) ). For compensation, adjustments, and 
transitory provisions in Local Government legislation, see, generally, title Local 
Goveknment ; for instances of claims for compensation arising under the 
Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, o. 42), see R. v. London County Council, Er parte 
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Part III —Powers etc, of Local Education Authorities, 


The main powers and duties of local education authorities now Sbot. i. 
consist of a general duty, in the case of county councils and county Oatlme of 
borough councils, to supply and aid the supply of higher education, System, 
and, in respect of elementary education, to provide and maintain — 
public elementary schools, and to enforce compulsory elementary 
education (p). Special powers and duties are also placed upon 
them with respect to blind, deaf, defective, and epileptic children (<j), 
and with respect to industrial schools (?•). 

Sect. 2. — Classification and Constitution. 

Sub-Sect. l.-^Clasaificatum. 

28 . The following are local education authorities: — For the whatarciocaJ 
purposes of both elementary and higher education, councils of ^t^ucation 
counties and councils of county boroughs; for the purpose of 
elementary education only, councils of boroughs with a population 

of over 10,000, and councils of urban districts with a population 
of over 20,000, according to the census of 1901 (s). The area of 
a county council is the county, excluding the area of any county 
borough in the county, and excluding also, for the purpose of 
elementary education, the areas of boroughs and urban districts 
which are local education authorities for that purpose (i). The 
area of a county borough council, borough council, or urban district 
council is the county borough, borough, or district. 

29 . The council of every non-county borough or urban district Councils with 
have certain powers to supply or aid the supply of higher education concurrent 
concurrently with the county council, but are not, in either case, 

a local education authority for the purpose of higher education (a). 

30 . There is a statutory distinction between higher and Distinction 
elementary education, though neither term is explicitly defined in 

the Education Acts. elementary 

education, 

Norris, [1906] 1 K. 13. 346; Ji. v. London County Council, Ex parte Sertven 
(1907), 23 T. L. E. 493; for instances of adjustments being required, see Re 
WaUsend lioroiujh CoujkiI and North nmherland County Council, [1906] 2 Ch. 506; 

JJebhnm Urban District Council v. Iledworth Monhton and Jarrow United 
District School Board 0904), 20 T. L. E. 244 ; A.-G. v. Essex County Council 
(1907), 71 J. P. 557. School boards also possesvsed functions in respect of indus- 
trial schools under the Elementary Education Acts ; for the history etc. of these 
powers, see note (<i), P. 71, post. For the distinction of elementary and higher 
education under the Education Acts, see p. \%,post. 

(/>) Soe for higher education, p. 22, post; and for elementary education, 
p. 24, post. For councils with “ concuiTont ” higher education powers, see 
p. 23, post, 

(q) See p. 40, post, 

(r) See p. 73, post, 

(s) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), ss. 1, 23 (8). See title Local 
Goveenment for the election, constitution, areas, and general attributes of the 
local authorities in question. “ Council ” in the case of a borough means the 
corporation consisting of the mayor, aldermen, and burgesses, acting W their 
council (Re Leeds Institute of Science, Art and Liieiature and Leeds City Council^ 

[1909] 1 Ch. 500). For the distinction between higher and elementary educa- 
tion, see infra, 

(f) For the exemption of such boroughs or districts from the county rate for 
education, see p. ^Ifpost; as to voting at county council meetings of councillora 
representing such boroughs or districts, see p. 19, post. 

(a) See p. 23, poet. 
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Education, 


Sect. 2. 
Classifica- 
tion and 
Gonstitu- 
tion. 


Higher education sometimes is called ** education other than 
elementary,’* and sometimes is designated by a reference to the 
purpose of Part II. of the Education Act, 1902, the general power 
to provide higher education being given to local education autho- 
rities by that part of the Act, in substitution for narrower powers 
under other Acts (b). The training of teachers and the main- 
tenance of evening schools are, for statutory purposes, higher 
education, and, generally, the supply by a local education authority 
of any education given otherwise than as part of the instruction 
of a public elementary school is higher education. Elementary 
education is ordinarily designated by a reference to the purposes of 
Part III. of the Education Act, 1902, which transferred to local 
education authorities the functions of school boards and school 
attendance committees, with the amendments necessary to bring 
voluntary schools into the s^^stem of public elementary education 
established by the Act. The elementary education to be provided 
by a local education authority is limited to education in a public 
elementary school given, under the regulations of the Board of 
Education, to scholars who at the close of the school year will 
not be more than sixteen years of age, subject to the power of 
the Board to extend the limit of age in certain special circum- 
stances (c). The power of a local education authority in respect 
of elementary education includes the power to aid, by scholar- 
ships or bursaries, the instruction in public elementary schools 
of scholars from the age of twelve up to sixteen, or up to the 
limit of any extended age sanctioned by the Board (d), and also 
powers with respect to the provision of play centres, vacation 
classes, medical inspection and attendance, and provision of 
meals for children attending public elementary schools (e). If any 
question arises whether any purpose for which a council wish to 
exercise any powers under the Education Acts is a purpose of 
higher education or of elementary education (i.e,, a purpose of 
Part II. or of Part HI. of the Education Act, 1902), that question 
is to be determined finally by the Board of Education (/). 


(6) Part II. of the Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), is headed “ Higher 
Education.*’ See note (t) on p. 22, post, for the subslitutioii of that Act for 
previous legislation. The power of a council under Part II. of the Act 
includes the promotion of the co-ordination of all fonns of education ; see p. 22, 
post, 

(c) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), b. 22. Schools for blind, deaf, 
defective, and epileptic children and industrial schools are in a special class ; 
they need not be conducted as pubhc elementary schools, but nevertheless come 
within the statutory sphere of elementary education ; see p. 11, ajite, and p. 45, 
post The nature of school boai'd powers, the history of the institutions 
connected with State-aided higher and elementary education, and the meaning 
of those terms, were elaborately discussed in R, v. CocJcerton, [1901] 1 K. B. 
322 ; afldrmed, ibid., 726, 0. A Part III. of the Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, 
c. 42), is headed “ Elementary Education.” In this article the terms “ higher 
education” and ‘‘elementary education” are ordinarily used, for brevity and 
convenience, in place of the terms “purpose of Part H.” and “purpose of 
Part III. of the Education Act, 1902 ” (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), respectively. For 
public elementary schools, see note (k) on p. 29, post. 

(d) Education (Administrative Provisions) Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 43), s. 11. 

(c) Ibid., s. 13. As to provision of meals, see p. ^2, post 

if) Ibid., s. 10. 
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Part 

31. ’Wben any question arises before a county council relating Sect. 2. 

only to elementary education, the county councillors elected for an Classifca- 
electoral division, consisting, wholly or in part, of a borough or tion and 
urban district whose council are a local education authority, may Constitu- 
not vote upon the question (g). * tion. 

32. The council of any non-county borough or urban district Relinquishing 
may at any time, by agreement with the council of the county in powers, 
which the borough or urban district is situated, and with the 
approval of the Board of Education, relinquish in favour of the 

council of the county any of their powers and duties as local 
education authorities, or any of their powers to supply or aid the 
supply of higher education, and, in that case, the powers and 
duties so relinquished cease (A). 

Sub-SeoT. 2. — Education CommittecB. 

33. Every local education authority, and every council having Duty to 
only concurrent powers in respect of higher education (i) (unless establish 
such council determine that in their case it is unnecessary to do so), committees, 
must establish one or more education committees in accordance 

with statutory requirements. 

The education committee must be constituted in accordance with Constitution 
a scheme made by the authority or council, and approved by the 
Board of Education (./). The scheme must comply with certain 
statutory provisions with respect to the procedure for making and 
approving it, and with respect to the composition of the committee. 

In particular, it must provide for the appointment of at least a 
majority of the committee by the authority or council, and for the 
appointment of persons experienced in education, and for the 
inclusion of women (A). The scheme may provide, for all or any 
educational purposes, for the constitution of a separate education 
committee for any area within a county, and in that case the Board 
must be satisfied before approving it that it pays due regard to the 
importance of the general co-ordination of all forms of education (Z). 

A scheme when approved has statutory force, but may be revoked 
or varied by an amending scheme (wi). 


{(j'\ Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 23 (3). 

\}i) Ihid.y 8. 20 (b). As to adjustmonls and other provisions consequential 
upon such a rolinquisbmont, see ibid., Sched. II. (2), (8), (16), (17), (21). Where 
the council is a local educatjon authority for the purpose of elementary educa- 
tion (p. 17, ante)y and the powers relinquished include powers in respect of 
that purpose, the area of the council becomes, for that puipose, part of the area 
of the county council. 

(t) As to these councils see p. 23, 'post. 

O') Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 17 (1). For the power of the 
Board of Education to act in the default of the authority in making a scheme, 
see p. 13, atite. 

(^’) lUd.y 8. 17 (3), (6); and see, as to consequential provisions, s. 21 (2). 
The members appointed by the authority or council must be members of it, 
unless, in the case of a county council, the council otherwise determines. 
Sub-8. (6) of s. 1 7 does not compel the Board of Education to publish a scheme 
which they have decided to refuse to approve {Ex parte Cardiff Corporation 
(1904), 20 T. L. R. 317). 

il) Ihid.y s. 17 (5), (6). 

(tm) Ihid.y B. 21 (3). For a case where a scheme was construed, and it wat 



20 


Education. 


34 . A scheme, in the case of any county council or county 
borough council in Wales (including Monmouthshire), must pro- 
vide for the abolition of the county governing body established for 
the area of the council by any scheme made under the Welsh 
Intermediate Education Act, 1889, and for the transfer of the 
functions, property, and liabilities of that body to the council, and 
must make consequential provisions (;i). 

35 . No person may be a member of an education committee who 
by reason of holding an office or place of profit, or having any share 
in a contract of employment, is disqualified for membership of the 
council appointing the committee, but no person is so disqualified 
for membership of an education committee by reason only of his hold- 
ing office in a school or college aided, provided, or maintained by the 
council. A woman is not disqualified by sex or marriage for 
membership of an education committee (o). 

36 . All matters relating to the exercise by the local education 
authority, or other council, of their powers in respect of elementary 
or higher education, other than the power of raising a rate or 
borrowing money, stand referred to the education committee, and 
the authority, before exercising any such powers, must, unless they 
consider the matter to be urgent, receive and consider the report of 
the education committee (p). The authority may also delegate to 
the education committee, with or without conditions as they think 
fit, any of their powers, except the power of raising a rate or 
borrowing money ( 9 ). 

Sect. 8. — General Poivers. 

Officers. 37 . A local education authority may appoint necessary officers, 

including teachers for schools provided by the authority, to hold 
office at pleasure (r). 


held that a council could not vary tho arrangements for the rotiroment of 
moinbors of a committee, except by an amending schome ; see Milward v. Barry 
Urban Council, [1904] 2 Ch. 481. 

(7?) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, 0. 42), s. 17 (8) ; and see, as to Welsh 
intermediate education, pp. Ill, 114, ^ 

( 0 ) Ibid., 88. 17 (4), 23 (6). As to what involves disqualification for momber- 
ehip of a council appointing an education committee, see title Local Goveen- 
^FENT. Eor the purpose of such disqualification, a teacher in a school maintained, 
but not provided, by a local education authority is in the same position as a 
teacher in a school provided by the authority {ibid., s. 23 (7) ). 

(p) Ibid., 8 . 17 (2) ; the matters in question include aU powers conferred on 
the authority or council expressly as local education authority, or council 
having ‘‘concurrent ” powers, by other Acts as well as by the Education Act, 
1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), e.g., powers under Part^ IV., ss. 44—93 (Industrial 
Schools ; see p. 73, post), or under s. 122 (Cleansing of Verminous Children) 
of the Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67); see Education (Administrative 
Provisions) Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 1. 

[(j) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 17 (2). Eor the otfect of dele- 
gating powers with respect to the control of voluntary schools under s. 7, and 
generally as to the power of delegation, see Young v. Cuthbert, [1906] 1 Ch. 451 ; 
(Jhing v. Surrey County Council, [1910] 1 K. B. 736, 0. A. See also titles 
Aoi:ncy, Vol. I., p. 213; Local Government; Puelio AurnoiiriEs and 
Public Officers, generally, for the effect of the delegation by a local authority 
of powers to committees or other persons. 

(r) Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 75), s. 35. As to school 


Sect. 2. 
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tion and 
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38. A local oducation authority may appear in legal proceedings 
by their clerk, or by some member of the authority authorised by 
a resolution of the authority (s). 

39. A local education authority must make returns to the Board 
of Education when required by the Board to do so (t). 

40. A local education authority may be constituted as trustees 
for any educational charity, and may accept real or personal property 
on trust for any purposes connected with education, subject to the 
limitation that no trust may be accepted, so far as regards elemen- 
tary education, the purposes of which are inconsistent with the 
principles of the prohibition against religious catechisms or formu- 
laries distinctive of any particular denomination being taught in 
schools provided by the authority (a). 

41. A local education authority may provide vehicles, and pay 
reasonable travelling expenses, for teachers or children attending 
school or college, whenever the council consider such provision or 
payment required by the circumstances of their area, or any part 
of it (h). An authority may also provide guides or conveyances 
for children wlio, in their opinion, are by reason of any physical 
or mental defect unable to attend school without guides or 
conveyances (c). 

42. A local education authority may sell, lease, or exchange any 
land or schoolhouse belonging to them and acquired for the 
purposes of elementary education which they do not require as 
though it were land belonging to a charity for the purposes of the 
Charitable Trusts Acts, 1853 to 1809, the Board of Education 
exercising the jurisdiction of the Charity Commissioners in the 
matter (cl). The authority may also, with the consent of the Board, 
alienate any land acquired or held by them for the purposes of 
higher education (e), 

43. A local education authority may, with the consent of the 
Board of Education, appropriate any land held by them in their 
capacity as local education authority for any other purposes, 
approved by the Local Government Board, connected with any 

attendance officers, see p. 56, post; for joint officers, see p. 46, post; as to 
teachers in voluntary schools, see pp. 36, 38, post. 

(«) Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 75), s. 85, which provides 
that the resolution must appear on the minutes of the authority. 

a See p. 14, aniCf and references in note (c) thereon. 

Elementary Education Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 8G), s. 13; see p. 34, 
post, for the prohibition in question. See also title Chaeities, Vol. IV., p. 259. 
As to whether the limitation is now applicable to higher education, qncorc. 

(h) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 23 (1) (including councils with 
concurrent powers in respect of higher education) ; see p. 23, post. 

(c) Elementary Education (Defective and Epileptic Children) Act, 1899 (G2 
& 63 Viet. 0 . 32), s. 3. 

(d) Elemental^ Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 76), s. 22, which, 
senible, only applies, in the case of local education authorities, so far as regards 
purposes of elementary education. See title Charities, Vol. IV., p. 218, for 
the provisions of the Charitable Trusts Acts in question. 

(e) Education (Administrative Provisions) Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 43), s. 1 (6) 
(including councils with concurrent powers in respect of higher education). 
As to the application of the proceeds of sale, see ibid. 
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Education. 


Sect. 8. 

General 

Powers. 

Documents 
and notices 


Duty to 
supply, aid, 
and co- 
ordinate. 


Other capacity of the authority (/), subject to certain restrictions 
upon user that might be objectionable (/). 

44. Special rules are provided for the service, proof of service, 
form, and method of publication of notices, orders, and other 
documents for the purposes of the Education Acts (g). 

Sect. 4. — Higher Education. 

Sub.Sect. 1.— /ti OeneraL 

45. It is the duty of a council which is a local education 
authority for the purpose of higher education to consider the 
educational needs of their area, and to take such steps as seem to 
them desirable, after consultation with the Board of Education, to 
supply, or aid the supply, of higher education and to promote the 
general co-ordination of all forms of education Qi), The authority 
must in carrying out this duty have regard to any existing supply 
of efficient schools or colleges, and to any steps already taken for 
the purpose of higher education under the Technical Instruction 
Acts, 1889 and 1891 (i). 


(/) Education (Administrative Provisions) Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, o. 29), 

8 . 5 . 

{g) Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Yict. c. 75), ss. 81 — 84; 
Elementary Education Act, 1 873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 86), s. 20 ; Elementary 
Education Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 79), s. 45 ; and see note (5) on p. 8, ante^ 
as to the Board of Education and documents. 

(7a) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 2 (1). The power to supply and 
aid the supply of higher education is not confined to the education of persons 
resident in the area of the authority, and the authority may provide education 
outside their area, and may give financial assistance to students attending 
institutions outside their area, but, «em5/c, the power must be exercised in the 
interests of the area (Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 23 (2) ; Education 
(Administrative Provisions) Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 43), s. 12). It includes the 
provision of vehicles, and the payment of reasonable travelling expenses for 
teachers and children (Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), 8. 23 (1) ). Eor 
the power to combine with or contribute to other councils, see p. 45,poa^. E'er 
the distinction of elementary and higher education, see p. 18, ante. For a limit 
upon the amount which a county council may spend out of the rates upon higher 
education see p. 23, 'post. For the application of the “whisky money” to 
higher education, see p. 48, post. 

(0 1 hid., 8. 2 (2). The Technical Instruction Acts, 1889 and 1891 (52 & 63 
Viet. c. 76; 64 & 65 Viet. c. 4), were repealed by the Education Act, 1902 
(2 Edw. 7, c. 42), Sched. IV. As to an adjustment of the liabilities of an urban 
council under those Acts, see i5id., Sched. 11. (4). The I^ducation Act, 1902 
(2 Edw. 7, c. 42), contains no express transfer of powers in respect of higher 
education, except as regards Welsh intermediate schools, and the power to 
supply, and aid the supply, cf higher education replaces, with wider effects, 
the power of a local authority under the Technical Instruction Acts ; for the 
substitution of Part 11. of the Education Act, 1902 {2 Edw. 7, c. 42), in enact- 
ments and in schemes made under the Charitable Trusts Acts, the Endowed 
Schools Acts, or the Elementary Education Acts, for the Technical Instruction 
Acts, and for the application of the first-named Act to institutions established, 
or obligations incurred, under the Technical Instruction Acts, see Sched. III. (11) 
of the Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c, 42); and for a special provision, 
replacing in London the provisions in the Technical Instruction Act, 1889 
(62 & 53 Viet. c. 76), ns to the appointment of managers or governors of rate- 
aided institutions, see Education (London) Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, c. 24), 
Sched. I. (9). For the transfer of powers in respect of Welsh Intermediate 
Education see p. 20, ainte, and p. 1 14, post. 
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Part 

46. A local education authority may pay expenses menrred Sm. 4 
by the Board of Education in the inspection of secondary schools Hichpr' 
in their area (/c). • 

47. A local education authority, which are the council of a 
county, may not raise out of the rates for the purposes of higher expenditure 
education in any year more than the amount which would be pro- 

duced by a rate of 2d. in the pound, or such higher rate as the 
authority, with the consent of the Local Government Board, 
may fix (a). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Councils with concurrent rowers. 

48. The council of a non-county borough or urban district, Powers of 
though not in either case a local education authority for the pur- non-county 
pose of higher education, have power, concurrently with the county llfbL 
council, to spend such sums as they think fit for the purpose of districts^, 
supplying or aiding the supply of higher education, but the amount 

they raise out of the rates for this purpose in any year must not 
exceed the amount which would be produced by a rate of Id. in the 
pound {h). 

Sub-Seot. 3. — Religious Instruction, 

49. In the application of money for the purpose of higher 
education a council must observe the following rules : — 

In no school or college aided or maintained by the council may Conscience 
any scholar attending as a day or evening scholar be required, as a clause for 
condition of being admitted into or remaining in the school or 
college, to attend or abstain from attending any Sunday school, schooist 
place of religious worship, religious observance, or instruction in 
religious subjects in the school or college or elsewhere, and, in 
furtherance of this rule, the time for religious worship or instruction 
must be arranged in any such school or college conveniently for the 
withdrawal of the scholars. 

In no school, college, or hostel, aided but not provided by the Rolij,nou8 
council, may the council require that any particular form of religious 
instruction or worship, or any religious catechism or formulary imposed on 
which is distinctive of any particular religious denomination, shall 
or shall not be taught, used, or practised. 

From no school, college, or hostel provided by the council may “ Provideii ” 
any pupil be excluded on the ground of religious belief, nor may 
any pupil attending such an institution be penalised on the ground persuasions 
of religious belief. 

(7c) Board of Education Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 33), s. 3 (2); Education 
Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), Sched. III. (11) ; and see p. 10, ante. 

(a) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 2 (1) ; the produce of a rate for 
the purposes of the Act is to be estimated in accordance with regulations of the 
Local Government Board {ihid.^ s. 23 (4)). 

(?>) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 3. In the construction of the 
Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), the expression “ councils having power 
under this Act,’* and similar expressions, include councils having these con- 
current powers in respect of higher education ; compare ss. 17 (1), 18, 19 (1) of 
the Act. In the pages following it has sometimes been found convenient to 
state provisions of a consequential character with reference to local education 
authorities, and to refer in a note to their application to councils having such 
concurrent powers. As to the method of estimating the produce of a rate, see 
preceding note. 
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In no school, college, or hostel provided by the council may any 
catechism or formulary distinctive of any particular religious 
denomination be taught, except where the council, at the request of 
parents of scholars, in such manner as they think fit, allow any 
religious instruction to be given otherwise than at the cost of the 
council. In the exercise of this latter power the council must show 
no unfair preference to any religious denomination (c). 

Stjb-Seot. 4. — Provision of Schools. 

60 . A local education authority have the same power, exercis- 
able in the same manner, and subject to the same provisions, for 
the purchase of land either compulsorily or by agreement for the 
purposes of higher education (i.e., of Part II. of the Education Act, 
1902) as they have for the purposes of elementary education (i.e.t 
of Part III. of that Act) (d). The authority may also, with the 
consent of the Board of Education, appropriate for the former 
purposes any land acquired by them for the latter purposes or 
transferred to them as successors of a school board, and may, with 
the consent of and after inquiry by the Local Government Board, 
appropriate for the purposes of higher education any land acquired 
by them otherwise than in their capacity as local education 
authority (e). 

51 . A local education authority, or any council having con- 
current powers in respect of higher education, may acquire schools 
for science or art, or literary or scientific institutions of certain 
kinds by arrangement with their managers, who are authorised to 
transfer such schools or institutions to local authorities, in the manner, 
and subject to the conditions and provisions, applicable to the case 
of the transfer of elementary schools to local education authorities 
under s. 23 of the Elementary Education Act, 1870 (/). 

Sect. 6. — Elementary Education. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — In General. 

52 . It is the duty of a local education authority to provide and 
maintain an adequate supply of school accommodation in public 

fc) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 4. 

((Z) Education (Administrative Provisions) Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 43), 
8. 1 (1). Tho powers conferied by this sub-section are without prejudice to any 
other powers (it does not apply to a council not being a local education authority 
hut having concurrent powers in respect of higher education ; see p. 23, ante). 
Eor tho powers of a local education authority with respect to the acquisition of 
land for the puiposes of elementary education, seo p. 26, post; for acquisition 
of land by local authorities generally, see titles Compulsoky Puechase OF 
Land etc., Vol. VI., p. 103 ; Local Government. 

fe) i hid.y 8. 1 (2) (i.), (iii.). A council having only concurrent powers in respect 
of liigher education may similarly appropriate for the purposes of those powers, 
with the approval of the Local Government Board, land acquired by them under 
any other power (ibid., s. 1 (3) ). Such appropriations are without prej udice to 
restrictive covenants u])on the land appropriated {ihid.y s. 1 (4)). 

(/) Schools for Science and Art Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Viet. c. 61), ae 
modified by the Board of Education Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 33), s. 2 (1). 
As to transfers under s. 23 of the Elementary Education Act, 4870 (33 & 34 Vict. 
c. 75), see p. 28, post. For a general power on the part of trustees and public 
authorities to acquire and hold laud for the purpose of technical and industri^ 
institutions see p. 121, poflf. 
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elementary schools for their area; to enforce the laws as to the 
attendance of children at school, and the duties of parents and 
employers in respect of education ; to make special provision for the 
education of blind or deaf children ; and, subject to certain limitations, 
to provide for the education of children committed to industrial 
schools. A local education authority also has power to make special 
provision for the education of defective or epileptic children. These 
functions, broadly speaking, \jere the functions of school boards, and, 
except in respect of industrial schools, are now exercised in amended 
forms by local education authorities as possessors of the functions of 
school boards throughout their area (g). 

Sub-Sect, 2. — Supply of School Accommodation. 

63. The local education authority must from time to time 
provide such additional accommodation in public elementary schools 
as is, in the opinion of the Board of Education, necessary to secure 
for their area a sufficient amount of public school accommodation {h). 
The amount to be provided must include a sufficient amount of 
accommodation without payment of fees (i). 

64. Public elementary schools may be provided by a local educa- 
tion authority, or by other persons (k). Where a local education 


{(/) 1 01 the oiigin and history of these powers, see p. 15, aide. The powers 
and duties of school hoards and school attendance committees were conferred 
upon local education authoiities by the Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), 
B. 5, and local education authority is substituted for school board, and the area 
of a local education authority for school district, throughout the Elementary 
Education Acts and other enactments {ibid.y Sched. Ill (1) ), but the substitution 
does not necessarily apply to wills or to trust deeds {lie Beard’s Trusty Butlin v, 
llarrisy [1904] 1 Ch. 270 ; He Smallwoody Gothard v. Chapmany [1910] 1 Ch. 
272, 0. A.). Eor the powers and duties so transferred relating to tho provision 
and maintenance of public elementary schools, as extended to include voluntary 
schools, see w/ra ; for those relating to the education of blind, deaf, defective, 
and epileptic children, see p. 40, post ; for those relating to the enforcement 
of tho duties of paieuts and om])loyers in respect to school attendance and educa- 
tion, see p. 54, jiost ; as to industrial schools, see note (d) on p. 71, ^mst. School 
boards and school attendance committees are abolished (Education Act, 1902 
(2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 5), and their property, powers, rights, and liabilities 
(including those dependent on any local Act or trust deed) have boon trans- 
fen*ed to local education authoiitio*^ {thid., Sched. II. (1)). The statutory 
transfer vested the property without fuither act or assurance {Oldham Corpora^ 
tion V. Bank of England, [1904] 2 Ch. 71G, 0. A.). As to transfers in 
a case of a school board of a united school distiict to different local education 
authorities at different dales, see llehhurn Urban District Council v. Iledworth 
JMonlcton and Jarrow United District School Board (1904), 20 T. E. R. 244, and 
compare A. -(7. v. Essex County Council (1907), 71J. P. 551 ; and as to adjustments 
and compensation to officers involved by the transfer of property, liabilities, and 
officers under the Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw, 7. c. 42), see note (o), p. 16, 
ante. As to the effect of the Act upon teachers’ contracts with tho old managing 
body in tho case of voluntary scliouls, seoi/owes v. llugheSy [1905] 1 Ch. 180, C. A. 

(h) Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 75), ss. 5 (now repealed) 
and 18 ; Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 5, and Sched. III. (6). For tho 
definition of a public elementary school, see note {k) on p. 29, 2 :>ost. For the 
meaning of ** necessary ” in this connection, see p. 26, post. 

(i) Education Act. 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), Sched. III. (5). For the rules 
governing the imposition of foes and charges in public elementary schools, see 
p. 30, post. 

(k) Public elementary schools not provided by a local education authority are 
commonly called voluntary, or “ non-provided,” schools. The former teim is 
adopted in this article (see pp. 6, 16, antCy as to the origin of the voluntary school 
H.L.—X1I. E 
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authority, or any other persons, propose to provide a new public 
elementary school, they must give public notice of their intention 
to do BO, 'and the managers of any existing school, or the local 
education authority (if they are not themselves the proposers), 
or any ten ratepayers in the area for which it is proposed to 
provide the school, may, within three months after the notice is 
given, appeal to the Board of Education against the proposal. 

65. The grounds of any such appeal may be that the proposed 
school is not required, or that a school provided by the local education 
authority, or a school not so provided, as the case may be, is better 
suited to meet the wants of the district than the school proposed (Z). 
The Board of Education are to decide the appeal, and in deciding 
it are required to have regard to the interest of secular instruction, 
to the wishes of parents as to the education of their children, 
and to the economy of the rates (m). Any school built in contra- 
vention of the decision of the Board in such a case is to be treated 
as unnecessary (w). 

56. Any proposal to enlarge an existing public elementary 
school (if the enlargement appear to the Board of Education to be 
such as to amount to the provision of a new school), or any proposal 
to transfer a public elementary school to or from a local education 
authority, is to be treated, for the purposes of the foregoing rules, 
as a proposal to provide a new school (o). 

57. If there is no appeal against the proposal, the Board of 
Education, on any application of the managers of an existing 
elementary school that the school be recognised as a public elemen- 
tary school and as earning parliamentary grants, may refuse so to 
recognise the school, if they think it is not required. But if they 
refuse, and the school was not previously in receipt of a parlia- 
mentary grant, they must specially report the case to Parliament, 
with a statement of the reasons for their refusal ( p). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Provision of Schoolhouses. 

58. A local education authority, for the purpose of providing 
accommodation in public elementary schools, may by building or 
otherwise provide schoolhouses, and improve, enlarge, and equip 
any schoolhouses so provided, and may purchase or lease land, or 
rights over land, for the purpose {q). 

59. The Lands Clauses Acts, with certain modifications, are 
incorporated with the statutes conferring upon local education autho- 
rities the above stated powers with respect to the acquisition of 
land for the provision of public elementary schools (r). The School 

system). Schools provided by a local education authority are commonly called 
council, or “ provided,’^ schools. 

(l) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 8 (1). 

(m) Ihid.f 8. 9. For the necessity of existing schools, see p. 29, post 

(??) Ihid.j 8 (1), 

(o) Ibid,, 8. 8 (2), (3). For transfers and I’etransfers of elemontaiy schools 
to or from local ^ucation authorities, see p. 28, post 

(p) Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 75), s. 98. 

(q) Ihid.y 8. 19. For the appropriation of land, see Education (Administra- 
tive Provisions) Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 43), s. 1 (2). For acquisition of schools 
by transfer, see p. 28, post 

(r) See title Oompulsoby Purchase of Land etc., Vol. VI.. p. 166 . 
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Sites Acts also apply for that purpose, as though the local education 
authority were trustees or managers of a school within the meaning 
of those Acts. Land may be acquired by a local education authority 
either under the Lands Clauses Acts or the School Sites Acts, or 
partly under the one set of Acts and partly under the other (a). 

60 . The provisions of the Lands Clauses Acts with reference 
to the purchase of land compulsorily may not be put in force by a 
local education authority in order to acquire land for providing 
public elementary schools until a provisional order has been made 
by the Board of Education and confirmed by Parliament (^>). 

The local education authority, to obtain such an order, must first 
publish, during three consecutive weeks in October or November, 
a notice indicating the land proposed to be taken with certain 
prescribed particulars, and must then serve in a prescribed manner 
the owners and lessees (including reputed owners and lessees) and 
occupiers of the land with a notice containing certain prescribed 
particulars (c). The authority must then present to the Board a 
petition under their seal, containing prescribed information as to 
the land sought to be acquired, and praying the Board that an 
order may be made authorising the authority to put into force, as to 
that land, the compulsory powers of the Lands Clauses Acts (d). 

Upon receiving the petition, and being satisfied that the necessary 
formalities have been complied with, the Board may, if they think 
fit, proceed with the case, and may also appoint a person to inquire 
in the district as to the propriety of making the proposed order, and 
may also direct the person to hold a public inquiry to investigate the 
matter and report to the Board (c). 

The Board may then make tlie order prayed for, with such con- 
ditions and modifications, if any, as they think fit, and in respect 
of the whole or some part of the land sought to be acquired. The 
local education authority must serve copies of the order, according 
to the rules respecting the service of the original notices (/). No 

(a) Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 75), s. 20. For the Lands 
Clauses Acts in general, see title Compulsoey Ptjrciiase of Land etc , Yol. VI., 
p. 1, and as to locjil education authorities, ibid.^ p. 106 ; the Acts are incorpo- 
rated for the purpose of acquisition by agreement, as well for the purpose of com- 
pulsory acquisition (see ibid.,p. 167, and Kirby v. Harrogate School Boards [1896] 
1 Ch. 437, C. A.), also for the purpose of compensation in the case oi land 
“ injuriously affected ” (see ibid.^ p. 99, and Clark v. London School Board (1874), 
0 Ch. App. 120). The main moaification of the Lands Clauses Acts is as to 
compulsory powers ; see infra. Other modifications are that the provisions of 
the Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 18), with reference to 
access to the special Act are not incorporated, and that, in the case of compul- 
sory acquisition, the Elementaiy Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 75), 
together with the Act confirming the provisional order, is to he construed as the 
special Act {ihid.y s. 20 ; Elementary Education Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 86), 
B. 16). As to the School Sites Acts, see p. 117, post. 

{h) Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 76k s. 20 (6). As to 
provisional orders and their confirmation in general,^ and the standing orders 
of the Houses of Parliament regarding such confirmation, see title Parliament. 

(c) Ibtd.f B. 20 (2) (a), (b). For the mode of publication, see Elementary 
Education Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 86), s. 20. 

(d) Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 76), b. 20 (8). For 
forms of petition etc., see Encyclopjedia of Forms, Vol. XVI., pp. 604 et seq, 

(e) Ibid,, s. 20 (4). 

(/) Ibid,, B. 20 (6). 
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such order has any effect until confirmed by Parliament, and the 
Board may proceed to obtain that confirmation Qf). 

Any expenses incurred by the Board in respect of such an order, 
up to an amount sanctioned by the Treasury, are to be paid by the 
local education authority. The Board may, if they refuse or modify 
the order, make such order as they think right for the allowance of 
the expenses, incidental to the application and inquiry, of any 
person whose land the authority proposed to acquire, and the 
expenses so allowed are to be paid by the authority (li), 

61 . A voluntary school or other elementary school subject to 
charitable trusts maybe transferred to the local education authority, 
for use by the authority as a public elementary school provided by 
them, by an arrangement made in accordance with statutory 
requirements. The arrangement transferring the school is to be 
made by the managers, unless there is a trust deed specially pro- 
viding for the alienation of the school by any other person. Consent 
to the transfer must be obtained from the Board of Education, from 
any person whose consent is required by the trust deed, and from 
the majority of the annual subscribers to the school (if any), being 
not less than two-thirds of those who are present and vote at a 
meeting of subscribers duly summoned for the purpose. The 
Board, in giving their decision, are to have regard to any objections 
or representations of any subscriber to the establishment of the 
school, or of any trustee who is not a manager. 

The arrangement may convey to the local education authority 
such interest in the schoolhouse, whether absolute or otherwise, 
or such user of it, as may bo agreed upon, and for a nominal 
payment or otherwise. The arrangement may also provide for 
the application of any endowment belonging to the school, and for 
dealing with any charges on the school, subject to certain limitations. 

The transferors under such an arrangement may convey any 
interest in the schoolhouse or endowment, which is vested in them 
or in some trustee for them. But they may not transfer any pro- 
perty not vested in them, or a trustee for them or held in trust for 
the school. No such arrangement may interfere with the right of 
any person under the trusts of the school to use it for any particular 
purpose independently of the managers, except with his consent (i). 


((7) Elementary Education Act, ISlO (33 & 34 Vici. c. 75), s. 20 (6). 

(/i) Ihid.f B. 20 (7), (8). The exponBOs are in either case, sm/Ve, indemnity 
costs, and are payable, in the case of the Board’s expenses, to the Treasury, 
and in either case according to a proscribed piocedure [ibid., s. 20 (8) ). 

(i) Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Yict. c. 76), s. 23. The section 
is obviously drafted with reference to the numerous elementary schools in 
receipt of parliamentary grants at the date of the Act which ordinarily 
became public elementary schools not provided by a school board, or voluntary 
schools as they are hero called, under the Act, Eor the definition of managers 
under the Act, see ibid., s. 3. Eor managers of a voluntary school under 
the ICducation Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), see pp. 34, 39, post. Eor cfises on the 
Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 vict c. 76), s. 23, compare, as 
legardft the consents required, National Soaety v. London School Board 
(1874), L. E. 18 Eq. 608, and as regards the application of endowments affected 
by a transfer, Re Poplar and Blackwall Free School (1878), 8 Ch. D. 543 ; 
London School Board v. EattZeower, (1878), xbid.y 671; Llanhadarnfawr School 
Board v. Charitable Funds [Official Trustees)^ [1901j 1 K. B. 430, 0. A. The 
section contains supplemontaiy provisions as to notice to trustees, the mode of 
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Sub-Seot. 4. — Mairilenance and Conduct of Public Elementary SchooU 
in QeneraL 

62. The local education authority must maintain and keep 
efficient all public elementary schools (/c) in their area which are 
necessary (I), No school for the time being recognised as a public 
elementary school may be considered as unnecessary, in wbicli the 
average attendance, as computed by the Board of Education, is not 
less than thirty, but, in the case of schools below that limit, the 
principles applicable with reference to the provision of a now school 
determine the necessity of an existing school (m). 

63. It may not be required as a condition of any child being 
admitted into, or continuing in, a x>ublic elementary school that he 
shall attend or abstain from attending any Sunday school or place of 
religious worship, or that he shall attend any religious observance 
or any instruction in religious subjects in the school or elsewhere, 
from which he may be withdrawn by his parent, or that he shall, if 
withdrawn by his parent, attend the school on any day exclusively 
set apart for religious observance by the religious body to which 
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alienation where the trust deed contains special provisions for alienation, 
and the mode in which the managers are to act in assenting to the arrangemout. 
After six months from the date of transfer the consent of the Board of Educa- 
tion is conclusive proof that the arrangement has been made in accordance with 
the section. A scmool so transferred may with its endowments be retransfened 
by the authority, according to a pi escribed procedure and with the consent of the 
Board of Education, to managers qualified under the oiiginal trusts, subject to 
the repayment of sums spent on the school from loans raised by the authority or 
school board (Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Yict. c. 75), s. 24. Such a 
transfer or retiansfer counts ns the provision of a new public elementary school. 
For form of agreement, see Encyclopaedia of Forms, Yol. XVI., p. 619. 

(Jc) The definitiou of a public elementary school must ho collected fiom 
various sections of tho Education Acts An elementary school is defined by 
8. 3 of the Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Vict. c. 75), as ^‘a school 
or a department of a school at which elementary education is the principal part 
of tho education there given, and does not include any school or department of 
a school at which the ordinary payments in ro^'pect of the instruction from 
each scholar exceed 9d. a week.” From this definition evening school-j 
conducted under the regulations of the Board of Education were excluded by 
8. 22 (1) of the Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42). For tho np])hcation of 
this definition to a school provided by a school board, see P. v. Coderton^ [1901] 
1 K. B. 322, affirmed, iitrf., 72G, 0. A. Such an elemental y school becomes a 
public elementary school upon being conducted in accordance with the regulations 
stated in the text, ».e., those in s. 7 of the Elementary Education Act, 1870 
(33 & 34 Vict. c. 75), as amoniled by subsequent provisions, e.g.^ s. 7 (4) of the 
Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42). The definition is furthor affected by 
the rules relating to fees in public elemental y schools (see p. 30, •post), and by 
the provisions of s. 22 (2) of the Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), partly 
defining elementary education. As to elementary education generally, see 
p. 18, ante. As to marine schools, and schools attached to institutions, see 
Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 15. Such schools (a very small class) 
may earn a pailiamontary graut and be recognised as public elementary schools 
without being maintained or controlled by a local education authority, or 
having the managing body required in the case of other public elementary 
schools. 

(/) TMiication Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 7 (1), and with regard to schools 
provided by a local education authority, see also Elementary Education Act, 
1870 (33 & 34 Vict. c. 75), ss. 14, 18; and Education Act, 1902(2 Edw. 7, c. 42), 
s. 6. As to what is implied by the duty to maintain, see, as to “provided” 
schools, note (j) on p. 33, postf and as to voluntary schools, note {1) on p. 36, 
post. 

(m) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 9; and see p. 26, ante. 
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64. The school must be open at all times to the inspection of any 
of Ilis Majesty’s inspectors. It is no part of the duty of those 
inspectors to inquire into any instruction in religious subjects 
given at a public elementary school, or to examine any scholar in 
religious knowledge, or in any religious subject or book (p). 

65. The school must be conducted in accordance with the con- 
ditions contained in the minutes of the Board of Education and 
required to be fulfilled by an elementary school in order to obtain an 
annual parliamentary grant (q). 

66. A copy of the above-mentioned regulations with reference to 
the conduct of public elementary schools must be conspicuously put 
up in every such school (r). 

67. In addition to the conditions of grant in the minutes of the 
Board of Education, one condition of grant is that the school be 
maintained and controlled by a local education authority in com- 
pliance with the rules governing that maintenance set out in s. 7 of 
the Education Act, 1902, including, in the case of voluntary schools, 
the rules relating to the functions of managers under that section (s), 

68. A local education authority must supply a sufficient amount 
of public school accommodation without payment of fees (t). In 
addition to being subject to that duty, the power of such an autho- 
rity to impose fees or other charges in public elementary schools 
in its area is under other restrictions. 

No fees may be charged, except with the consent of the Board of 
Education, to be given only on specified statutory grounds, to any 
child between the ages of three and fifteen years in any public 


(7i) Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 7o), s. 7. (1). Ascension 
Bay is a day exclusively so set apait in the case of the child of a Church of 
England parent {Marshall v. Orahamy Util v. Giaham, [1907] 2 K. B. 112), 

(o) Ibid., 8. 7 (2). Eor an exception as to the time for religious instruction 
in voluntary schools during voluntary inspection, see p. 38, post. 

(p) 1 hid., 8. 7 (3). As to His Majesty’s inspectors, see note (0 on p. 12, ante, 
{q) Ibid., s. 7 (4). As to parliamentary grants and the Board’s minutes in 

respect thereto (commonly called “the Code’’), see p. 10, ante, and p. 48, post. 
As to maintenance and control by a local education authority as a condition of 
grant, see infra. 

(r) Ibid., 8. 7. 

(s) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 7 (4). This provision prevents 
voluntary schools from what is commonly called “ contracting out ” of municipal 
maintenance and control. It has nothing but a formal application to schools 
provided by a local education authority ; marine schools and schools attached to 
institutions (note {h) on p. 29, ante) are expressly excepted from it {ibid., s. 16). 

{t] See p. 25, ante. 
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elementary school receiving the fee grant (a) which was a new 
school subsequently to 1891 (^), or in which the average rate of 
fees charged in the year prior to 1891(c) did not exceed IO 5 ., 
the amount of the fee grant. In any such school in which the rate 
then charged did exceed that amount the rate to be charged must 
not, except with the consent of the Board, exceed the amount of the 
excess. No charge of any kind, whether for fees, books, or other 
purposes, may be made, except with the consent of the Board, in 
any public elementary school receiving the fee grant to any child 
between the specified ages, if the total charge in the year prior to 
1891 did not exceed 10s. (d). 

The consent of the Board may only be given if they are satisfied 
that the duty of the authority as to the provision of sufficient free 
accommodation has been fulfilled, and that to charge fees or to 
increase fees beyond the excess (as the case may be) is re(iuired by 
the educational needs of the locality, and the Board may not 
sanction an ordinary fee exceeding Cd. a week. The Board may 
also make it a condition of their consent that the fees to be 
received be applied, in whole or in part, in reduction of the fee 
grant, and may reduce the grant accordingly. 

The Board must not, in exercising the above-mentioned powers, 
discriminate between voluntary schools and schools provided by a 
local education authority. 

The Board must make an annual report to Parliament of their 
action in sanctioning or refusing the imposition or augmentation of 
fees under the foregoing rules (e). 

69. A local education authority must provide for the medical 
inspection of children immediately before, or at the time of, or as 
soon as possible after, their admission to a public elementary school, 
and on such other occasions as the Board of Education direct (/). 


(a) For the fee grant, see p. 11, ante, and p. 50, post. 

(b) I.e., had not earned an annual pailiainentaiy grant prior to let January, 
1891 ; for references, see note (^), in fra. 

(c) I.e., the school year as defined in the Elementary Education Act, 1891 
(54 & 55 Viet. c. 5G), s. 10. 

Ui) Elemental y Education Act, 1891 ^^54 & 55 Viet. c. 5G), ss. 2, 3, 10. 

(e) Ibid., ss. 4, 9. In the case of schools not receiving the fee grant the 
only limits to the fees which may be chaigod appear to be the duty of the 
authority to supply sufficient fn'e accommodation {supra), and the requiio- 
ment involved in the statutory dofinition of an elementary school as a fc-cliool, 
inter aha, in which the ordinary payments do not exceed dd. per week (soe 
note {k), p. 29, ante). For the expiess power of a local education authonty to 
charge fees with the sanction of the lloaid of Edui alien in public elemental y 
schools provided by them, see Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet, 
c. 75), s. 17 ; Elementary Education Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. oG), s. 8. As 
to the power of tho local education authority to control foes in voluntary schools, 
see p. 87, post. A parent is under a statutory duty, but not, npart fiom 
special ciiciimstances, under a contractual liability, to pay foes lawfully charged 
in respect of his child in a public elementary school, and such fees cannot be 
recovered by action ; the remedy in case of non-payment is to proceed before 
justices for penalties under the rules relating to compulsory education, since 
to send a child to a school where fees are charged without paying them amounts 
to a failure to cause it to attend school within the meaning of those rules 
{London School Board v. Wright (1884), 12 Q. B. D. 578, 0. A. ; and see 
note (ph p. 69, post). 

if) Education (Administrative Provisions) Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 43), s. 13 
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70. A local education authority may make such .irrangementa 
as may be sanctioned by the Board for attending to the health 
physical condition of children educated in public elementS 
schools (.(7). A\here an authority bo provides for the medical 
treatment of any such child, the parent must be charged with such 
an amount not exceeding the cost of treatment as the authority may 
determine. The authority must require the payment of the amount 
so charged from the parent, unless they are satisfied that the parent 
is unable to pay it by reason of circumstances other than his own 
default, and the amount may be recovered summarily as a civil debt. 
Tailure by the parent to pay docs not deprive him of any franchise, 
right or privilege, or subject him to any disability (//). 

71. A local education authority may provide for children attend- 
ing public elementary schools, vacation schools and classes, play 
centres, and other means of recreation, in the schoolbouse or else- 
where in the neighbourhood (i). 

72. A local education authority may take such steps as they 
think fit for the provision of meals for children in attendance at any 
public elementary school in their area in accordance with the 
following rules 

The authority may associate with themselves any committee, 
called a school canteen committee, which will undertake to provide 
food for the children, and will admit one or more representatives of 
the authority. The authority may aid any such committee by pro- 
viding the premises, furniture, apparatus, and staff necessary for 
providing the meals (k). 

In addition to such aid, the authority may, subject to certain 
conditions, spend a limited amount out of the rates upon the actual 
provision of food. 

Tlje conditions to be fulfilled are that the authority have passed 
a resolution that there are children attending their schools who, 
from lack of food, cannot take full advantage of the education 


(1 ) (b). For the power of a local education authority to direct their medical officer, 
or his deputy, to examine the person and clothing of children attending public 
elementary schools, and to require cleansing in case of vermin or foulness, see 
Children Act, 1908 (8 Fdw. 7, c. 67), s. 122; pd title Infani'S and CniLDREN; 
hut, sembk, except for that purpose a parent is not ohlifred to submit his child 
to medical inspection (Local Education Authoiities (Medical Treatment) Act, 
1909 (9 Ed w. 7, c. 13), s. 3). 

(v) Education (Administrative Provisions) Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 43), 
B. 13 (1) (b). In exercising such poweis the authority may encourage and assist 
voluntaiy agencies, and associate with themselves representatives of such 
agencies (ML, s. 13(1)). 

(A) Local Education Authorities (Medical Treatment) Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, 
c. 13), BS. 1, 2; a parent, aemble, cannot ho icquirod to Buhmit hia child to 
ticatment (see ibid., s. 3) ; as to the meaning of parent, see ibid., s. 4. 

(?) Education (Administrative Provisions) Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 43), 
B. 13 (1) (a). The provisions as to voluntary agencies (see note (g), supra) 
ajijdy to these powers also. 

(j) Education (Provision of Meals) Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 57), s. 1. Eor the 
construction of this Act with the other Education Acts, see s. 6 (1), (2), 
which applies those Acts to expenses, borrowing, the calculation of a rate for 
the purposes of the Act, and incorporates the definitions of the Acts, but chUd ** 
for the purposes of the Act includes any child in attendance at a public elementary 
school (itid., 8. 6 (2) ). 
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provided for them ; that the authority have ascertained that funds 
other than public funds are not available, or are not sufficient, to 
defray the cost of food furnished for the meals ; and that the Board 
of Education consent to the proposed expenditure. 

The total amount so expended upon food by the authority must 
not exceed, in any local financial year, the amount which would be 
produced by a rate of a halfpenny in the pound over the area of the 
authority, or, in the case of a county council (other than the London 
County Council), over the area of the parish or parishes which the 
council consider to be served by the school (1), 

The local education authority must charge the parent of every child 
to whom such a meal is furnished such sum in respect of it as they may 
determine, and if the parent does not pay that sum the authority 
must require it to be paid, unless they are satisfied that the parent 
is unable to pay it on account of circumstances other than his own 
default. The sum may be recovered summarily as a civil debt (m). 

The authority must pay over to the school canteen committee 
such part of any sum received or recovered from a parent as they 
determine to represent the cost of food furnished by the committee 
to the child of the parent, less a reasonable deduction in respect of 
the expenses of recovering the sum (w). 

Neither the provision of a meal to a child nor the failure of a 
parent to pay a sum required in respect of a meal operates to 
deprive a parent of any franchise, right, or privilege or to subject 
him to any disability (o). 

No teacher seeking employment or employed in a public elemen- 
tary school may be required as part of his duties to supervise or 
assist, or to abstain from supervising or assisting, in the provision 
of meals or the collection of the cost of meals (p), 

Sub-Sect. 6. — Pules specially applicable to the Conduct of Schools provided 
by a Local Education Authority. 

73. An elementary school provided by a local education 
authority must be conducted under the control and management of 
the authority as a public elementary school (q). 


U) Education (Provision of Meals) Act, 1906(6 Edw. 7, c. 67), bs. 1, 3. 

(m) Ibid., 8 . 2 (1). Eor the definition of parent, see Elementary Education 
Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 75), s. 3, and note (d) on p. 65, post. 

I n) Education (Provision of Meals) Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 2 (2). 
o) Ibid., 8. 4. 
p) Ibid., s. 6. 

y) Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 75), s. 14 (1). This pro- 
vision and the obligation of the local eaucation authority to maintain a public 
elementary school provided by them (see p. 29, ante) involve a duty to keep 
the Bchoolhouse of any such school in repair, and the authority aie thereby 
made liable for injuries caused to a child attending the school by the defective 
condition of the playground {Ching v. Surrey County Council, [1910] 1 K. B. 
736, 0. A.); Oormack v. IFtck and Palteneytown School Board (1889), 16 B. 
rot. of Sees.) 812 (a case on similar words in the Education (Scotland) Act, 1872 
(35 & 36 Viet. c. 62) ; and see Morris v. Carnarvon County Council, [1910] 1 K. B. 
169, where in similar circumstances an authority was held liable for negligence 
on the common law principle that they invited the user of dangerous premisea 
(the doubts therein expressed whether the duty to maintain refers to the school 
premises as well as to the institution to be conducted in them are, semble, over- 
ruled by the decision of the Court of Appeal in Ching v. Surrey County Conncilp 
supra). 
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74. No religious catechism or religious formulary which is dis- 
tinctive of any particular denomination may be taught in any such 
school (r)- 

75. A public elementary school provided by a local education 
authority which is the council of a county must have a body of 
managers consisting of a number not exceeding four appointed by 
that council, together with a number not exceeding two ajipointed 
by the minor local authority (s). 

The minor local authority is the council of any borough or urban 
district, or the parish council, or, if there be no parish council, the 
parish meeting of any parish which appears to the county council 
to be served by the school. Where the school appears to the county 
council to serve the area of more than one minor local authority, 
the council must make such provision as they think proper for joint 
appointment of managers by the authorities concerned (/). 

A local education authority which is the council of a borough or 
urban district may, if they think fit, appoint for any public 
elementary scliool provided by them a body of managers of such 
number as they may determine (w). 

A local education authority may also group any such schools 
under one body of managers constituted as the authority think fit ; 
but if the authority be the council of a county, they must make 
provision for the due representation of minor local authorities upon 
the managing body of the grouped schools (x). 

The authority may also, if they think fit, in any particular case 
increase the total number of managers required by the foregoing 
rules, but in so doing must preserve the proportion of the numbers 
of each class (y). 

The managers of a school or schools provided by a local education 
authority may deal with such matters relating to the management 
of the school, subject to such conditions and restrictions as the 
authority may determine, and the proceedings of managers are 
under the control of the authority (a). 


Sub-Seot. 6. — liules specially applicable to the Maintenance and Conduct 
of Voluntary Schools, 

76. A voluntary school (6) must have a body of managers 
consisting of a number of foundation managers not exceeding 


(r) Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. o. 75), s. 14 (2), commonly 
called the Oowper- Temple clause. 


Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 0 (1). 
Ibid,, s. 24 (2). 

Ibid,, B. 6 (1). 

Ibid,, 8S. 6 (3) (a), 12 (3). 


_ 8. 6 (3) (b). 

^a) Ibid., Sched. I., B. The schedule contains various provisions regulating 
the proceedings of managers, chiefly applicable to managers of voluntary schools. 
The managers of a school provideu by a local education authority are not an 
independent stetutory body, but are agents of the local education authority, and 
failure on their part to keep the playground of the school in repair does not 
absolve the authority from liability for negligence in respect of an accident to 
a child attending the school caused by the defective condition of the playground 
(Ching v. Surrey County Council, [1909] 2 K. B. 762 ; [1910] 1 K B. 736, 0. A. ; 

' 1 , p. 33, ante; ana compare Tozeland v. West Ham Union, [1907] 
A. 


and see note (g), 
1 K. B. 920, a 1 


(5) For the use of the term ** voluntary school,” see note (^) on p. 25, ante. 
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four, and of a number of representative managers not exceed- 
ing two (c). 

The representative managers are to be appointed, if the authority 
bo the council of a county, one by that council and one by the minor 
local authority, or if the authority be the council of a borough or 
urban district, both by that authority (d). 

The foundation managers are to be managers appointed under the 
provisions of the trust deed of the school, or under an order made 
by the Board of Education, or under the trust deed as modified by 
any such order. Such an order is to bo made by tlie Board if it is 
shown to their satisfaction that the provisions of the trust deed for 
the appointment of managers are inconsistent with the statutorv 
requirements as to the conduct of public elementary schools not 
provided by a local education authority (e), or insufficient or 
inapplicable for the purpose, or that there is no trust deed 
available (/). In making any such order the Board are to have 
regard to the ownership of the school buildings, and to the principles 
on which the education given in the school has been conducted in 
the past(/ 7 ). 

The procedure to be followed by the Board in making the order 
is regulated by statute, and in particular by provisions as to the 
persons who may apply for an order, the period for application, 
notice to interested parties of the draft order, and for the making 
of interim ordeis(/0* 

The Board may upon proper application revoke, vary, or 
amend any such order, but no final order revoking, varying, 
or amending a previous order may bo made until the draft has 
been laid before both Houses of Parliament. If within thirty days 
on which Parliament has sat either House resolves that the draft, 
or any part of it, be not proceeded with, the Board may not proceed 
with it, but may, if they think fit, make a new draft (/). 

77. A local education authority is responsible for and has the 
control of secular instruction in voluntary schools (/i), and is required 


(c) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edsv. 7, c. 42), a, G (2). 

(d) Jhid.f and sec p. 34, antCj for tho delinition of minor local authority. 
For the terms of the tenure of office of a representativo manager, see ibid., 
Schod. I., B. (5). 

(e) See infra as to those requirements. 

If) Ibid., s. 11 (1). For the delinition of trust deed, see ibid., s. 24 (5). 
The order when made has ellect as a trust deed, or part of a trust deed {did., 
s. 11 (2)). For tho application of the Act to cases where the receipt of an 
endowment is dependent upon the qualification of managers, BOQtbid., s. 1 1 (7). 
In Nott V. Williams (1900), 48 W. 11. 31 G, where under the trust deed the 
management of a school was in tho hands of annual subscribers, it was held 
that such a body have an inherent right to refuse for good cause to admit new 
subscribers, e g., where persons sought to intrude themselves as subscribers not 
bond fide, but for tho puipose only of appointing a particular person as master 
of the school. 

{g) ] bid., s. 11 (4). 

(A) Ibid., 8 . 11 (2), (3), (6). 

(t) Ibid., 8. 11 (8). 

[k) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 5. For the effect of this 
provision m relation to the duty to maintain and keep efficient voluntary schools, 
see observations in A.-O. v. West Hiding of Yorkshire County Council, [19071 
A. 0. 29. It is to be noted that tho power of tho Board of Education to 
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EDUCATIOlf. 


Sect. 5. to maintain and keep efficient (Z) every voluntary school in their 
Elementary area which is necessary (?n), and to have control of all expenditure 
Education, required for that purpose, but only so long as the conditions and 
provisions following are complied with (n). 

Control of 78 . The managers of the school must carry out any directions of 
instruction education authority as to the secular instruction to be given 

and staff. in the school, including any directions with respect to the number 
and educational qualifications of the teachers to be employed for 
such instruction, and for the dismissal of any teacher on educa- 
tional grounds. If the managers fail to carry out any such 
directions, the authority, in addition to their other powers, are to 
have the power themselves to carry out the direction in question, 
as if they were the managers. No such direction may be such as 
to interfere with reasonable facilities for leligious instruction 
during school hours (o). The school is to be open to the inspection 


(letermine questions aiising between managers and local education authorities 
does not extend to questions arising only under s. 5 of the Act. 

(/) Education Act, 1002 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 7 (1) ; and see p. 29, ante. The 
duty to maintain and keep efficient a voluntary school is a duty to maintain the 
school without differentiation between voluntary and council schools as such 
(It. V. Board of Educatwiiy [1909] 2 K. B. 1015; affirmed (1910), 26 T. L. 11. 
422, 0. A.), and includes an obligation to pay tho roasonahlo costs of religious 
instruction given under tho coutiol of the managers {A.-O, v. West Ridmg of 
Yorkshire Coiutly Cotuicily [1907] A. 0. 291 (see infra for religious instruction), 
and to provide teaching for all children lawfully attending the school, it not 
being within the power of a local education authority to limit mainteuanco 
to the education of j’ounger children only {Wdfvrd v. Wc'^t Ridmg of Yorkshire 
(hiinig Council, [lOOSl 1 K. B. 685). A broad view is to be taken of tho duty 
of the authoiity, based upon a consideration of the whole scope and tenor of the 
Act, and upon a compaiison of it with the antecedent legislation, and importing 
the knowledge which tho logislatuio hud of tho state of things which existed 
at the time of the Act {thid,, jnr Ciiannet.l, J., at p. 700). The duty does not 
itself give rise to any privity of contract botwoon a teacher appointed by the 
iiiaiiagers (see infra) and the authority, or enable such a teacher to bug the 
authority for salary, though the authority are bound to provide the money to 
pay the salary [Crocker v. Blgmouth Corporation, [1906] 1 K. B. 494 ; boo also 
Young v. Cuihhert, [1906] 1 Ch. 451); but the local oducsiition authority may 
make themselves diiectly liable to a water company, without any express 
contract, for water supplied for the use of a voluntary school, and tliore is 
under the Act of 1902 no obligation upon the managers to make themselves 
personally responsible for expenditure required for tho maiutenanco of the 
school in lespect of purposes for which the authority are rosponsiblo [Trowbridge 
Water Co. v. Wilts Coinitg Council, [1909] 1 K. B. 824), 

(m) As to the necessity of public elementary schools, see pp. 20, 29, ante. 

(n) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c, 42), s. 7 (1). The conditions and pro- 
visions following (i.c., those contained in clauses (a) — (e) of sub-s. 1 of a. 7) 
aio not iiide})endent affirmative provisions capable of being enforced against 
the managers by mandamus, but are conditions operating only as between the 
managers and the authority, the failure to fulfil which by tho managers causes 
tho school to ceaso to be a public elementary school maintainable by tho 
authority [Young v. Cutlibert, supra; and see also Crocker v. riymouth Corpora- 
tion, supra). 

(o) Ibid., 8 . 7 (1) (a). A direction that secular instruction shall begin at a 
ceitain hour and continuo for the rest of school hours, though it affects the 
giving of religious instiuction, and prevents children from being taken by the 
managers to church on Church festivals according to previous custom, is a 
direction as to secular instruction, but the question whether a local education 
authority may rightly give such a direction as to secular instruction is outside 
the jurisdiction of the court, and is to be determined by the Board of Education 
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of the local education authority ( p). The consent of the authority 
is to be required to the appointment of teachers, but that consent 
may not be withheld except upon educational grounds, and the 
consent of the authority is to be required to the dismissal of a 
teacher, unless the dismissal be upon grounds connected with the 
giving of religious instruction in the school (q), 

79. The managers must provide the schoolhouse free of charge, 
except for the teacher’s dwelling-house (if any), to the local education 
authority for use as a public elementary school, and must, out of 
funds provided by them, keep the schoolhouse in good repair and 
make such alterations and improvements in the buildings as may 
be reasonably required by tlie local education authority. Such 
damage as the authority consider to be due to fair wear and tear 
in the use of any room in the schoolhouse for the purpose of a 
public elementary school is to be made good by the authority (r). 

80. The managers must, if the authority have no suitable 
accommodation in schools provided by them, allow that authority 
to use, out of school hours, any room in the schoolhouse free of 
charge for any educational purpose, but this obligation does not 
extend to more than three days in the week (s). 

81. The managers in respect of the use by them of the school 
furniture out of school hours, and the local education authority in 
respect of the use by them of any room in the schoolhouse out of 
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under s. 7 (3) {Blvncoive v. Northampionshire Cou'idy Council, [1907] 1 Cli. 504). 
A direction to limit secular instruction to cluldron in certain standards, 
involving tho exclusion fioin the school of children who had aitaiiicd higher 
standards, tho schoolhouse being capable of accommodating tho latter, is 
not a direction as to secular instruction and is ultra vires the local education 
authonty, and the Board of Education have no power, either hy giving direc- 
tions under tho Code or by affecting to dotermiiie any question under s. 7 (3), 
to make it tufra vires (Wil/'ord v. ITVsf Ituhiuj of Yorkshire County Council, 
[1908] 1 K. 15. 085; and soo note (/), p. 30, ante). For the Board’s power to 
decide questions under s. 7 (3), see infra. As to tho powers of managers of a 
voluntary school to fulfil the conditions of the Act, sco p. 39, fast. 

(/') Education Act, 190J (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 7 (1) (h). 

(</) I hid , s. 7 (1) (c). The dismissal by the managers of a teacher without tho 
consent of the authoiity operates, in the absenco of special circumstances, as 
between them and the authonty only, so as to disentitlo tho school from further 
mainteiiauco by tho authority, and the fact that tho consent has not been given 
does not hy itself give tho teacher a right to suo tho managers for wrongful 
dismissal {Young v. Cuthbert, [190G] 1 Ch. 451 ; and see note (n), p. 36, siqtra ; 
see also s. 7 (7) of tho Act, p. 38, jmt). 

(r) Ibid., s. 7 (1) (d). “ Schoolhouse” includes the teacher’s dwelling-house 

and playground (if any) and the offices and all premises belonging to or 
required fora school (Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 73), s. 3). 
The managers of a voluntary school have not, by virtue of the Education Act, 
1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), such a possession of the schoolhouse as would entitle 
them, in tho absence of special arrangements with the trustees or owner, to 
maintain an action for trespass in respect of it {Blencowe v. Northamptonshire 
County Council, [1907] 1 Ch. 604; and as to the powers of managers of a 
voluntary school, see p. 39, jiost). The local education authority are entitled 
to tho use of school furnituro and apparatus belonging to the trustees or 
managers us(5d for the purposes of tho school before the Education Act, 1902 
(2 Edw. 7, c. 42), came into operation; see Schod. II. (14) of tho latter Act. 
For the exemption of the premises of a voluntaiy school (other than the 
teacher’s dwelhng-house) from rates, see title Bates anb Bating. 

(a) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7 c. 42), s. 7 (1) (e). 
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school hours, are to be liable to make good any damage caused to 
the furniture or the room by reason of that use other than damage 
arising from fair wear and tear, and the managers must take care 
that, after the use of a room in the schoolhouse by them, the room 
is left in a proper condition for school purposes (f). 

82. The managers, subject to the powers of control given to 
the local education authority under the foregoing rules and to 
the rule following in respect of pupil teachers, are to have the 
exclusive power of appointing and dismissing teachers (u). 

Assistant teachers and pupil teachers may be appointed, if 
thought fit, without reference to religious creed or denomination. 
In any case in which there are more candidates for the post of pupil 
teacher than there are places to be filled, the appointment is 
to be made by the authority, and the authority is to determine 
the respective qualifications of the candidates by examination or 
otherwise (x). 

83. Eeligious instruction in a voluntary school must, as regards 
its character, be in accordance with the provision (if any) of the trust 
deed relating thereto, and must be under the control of the 
managers (a), 

84. Compliance with the foregoing rules relating to the main- 
tenance and conduct of a voluntary school is expressly made in the 
case of any such school a condition of earning a parliamentary 
grant (h). 

85. Any question arising under the foregoing rules between the 
managers of a voluntary school and the local education authority is 
to be determined by the Board of Education (c). 

86. The managers of a voluntary school may have their school 
inspected and the scholars examined by an inspector, not being one 
of His Majesty’s inspectors, on days, not exceeding two in the year, 
fixed by themselves. Fourteen days before any such inspection 
the managers must give public notice in the school of the day fixed, 
and also put up a notice of it in writing. On any such day any 


(/) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 7 (2). 

(«) Ibid.y 8. 7 (7) ; and see note (/), p. 36, and note (j), p. 37, ante. 

{x} Ihid.y 8 . 7 (5). For the power of managers to comply with this and 
other provisions inconsistent with the trusts of a school, see p. 39, post, 

(a) Ibid., s. 7 (6) ; and see preceding note. The mle does not affect any pro- 
vision in a trust deed for reference to the bishop or ecclesiastical superior, or 
other denominational authority, of any question as to whether the religious 
instruction complies with the trust deed {ibid., s. 7 (6)). For the duty of the 
local education authority to allow reasonable facilities for religious instruction, 
see p. 36, ante, 

{!)) See note («), p. 30, and remarks in B, v. West Hiding of Yorkshire 
County Council^ [1906] 2 K. B. 676, 687, 702, 0. A, This provision does not 
apply to the rules in s. 6 of the Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), but 
only to those in s. 7. 

(c) 7.e., any question arising under s. 7 of the Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, 
c. 42), ibid.f s. 7 (3). As to the effect of this provision, see note (o) on p. 36, 
ante^ and remarks in A,-0, v. West Hiding of Yorkshire County Council^ [1907] 
A. 0. 29. The duty to determine is a judicial one, and the Board must act 
judicially and upon evidence properly Defore them and according to law (R, v. 
Hoard of Education, Ex parte Oxford Street School, Swansea {Managers) (1910), 
26 T. L. B. 422, 0. A. ; and see Wilford v. West Riding of Yorkshire County 
Council, [1908] 1 K. B. 685, per Channell, J., at p. 700). 



Part III. — Powers etc. of Local Education Authorities. 


89 


religious observance may be practised, and any instruction in 
religious subjects given, at any time during the meeting of the 
school, but any scholar who has been withdrawn by his parent 
from any religious observance or instruction in religious subjects 
may not be required to attend the school on that day {d). 

87. Tlie local education authority have power to determine 
whether fees shall or shall not be charged in a voluntary school, 
subject to the rules relating to the imposition of fees in public 
elementary schools (c). Where fees were charged in a voluntary 
school prior to the 18th December, 1902, the authority must, 
so long as they allow fees to be charged in that school, pay to the 
managers such proportion of the fees as may be agreed upon, or, in 
default of agreement, determined by the Board of Education (e). 

88. The local education autliority have, in respect of voluntary 
schools, powers as to increasing the number of managers, and as to 
grouping schools under one body of managers, similar to those which 
tliey have in the case of public elementary schools provided by them, 
but the power of grouping voluntary schools can only be exercised 
with the consent of the managers of the schools, and by agree- 
ment with them as to the constitution of the managing body, or, in 
default of agreement, according to the decision of the Board of 
Education (/). 

89. The managers of a voluntary school constituted as above 
stated are the managers for the purposes of the Education Act, 
1902, and the Elementary Education Acts, 1870 to 1900, and, 
so far as respects the management of the school as a public 
elementary school, for the purposes of the trust deed (g), and they 
have, notwithstanding any provision contained in the trust deed, 
all the powers necessary to enable them to fulfil the conditions 
upon which parliamentary grants are obtained, and to comply with 
all the statutory regulations and conditions in accordance with 
which voluntary schools must be conducted (//). 


Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 75), 8. 76. See p. 29, 
ante, for the general rule as to the time of religious instruction and the 
withdrawal of children. 

(c) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw'. 7, c. 42), s. 14; the section implies that 
the power of a local education authority to control and give directions to the 
managers respecting secular instruction, and to control expenditure, includes 
the ])ower to deteiniine whether fees shall be charged. For rules as to fees in 
public elementary schools in general, see p. 30, ante, 
if) Ihid., ss. 6 (3), 12 ; and see p. 34, ante, 

\g) Ilnd., 8. 11 (6). 

(A) Elementaiy Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Vict. c. 76), s. 99 ; Education Act, 
1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 7 (7) and Sched. III. (7). As to the managers’ rights 
respecting the provision of the schoolhouse, see note (r) on p. 37, ante. Various 
rules as to the formal proceedings of managers are contained in Sched. L, B of the 
Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42). As to the conditions of grant, and the 
statutory regulations to be complied with, see pp. 29, 34, ante. As to the liability 
of managers to a pupil or other person for negligence in the conduct of the 
school, see Crisp v. Thomas (1890), 63 L. T. 766, C. A., where in an action with 
reference to a voluntary school prior to the Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, 
c. 42), it was held, upon the provisions in the trust deed as regards management, 
that the vicar of the parish could not be made liable for the negligence of a 
teacher, either as ex ojfficio trustee or as manager, as in neither capacity had 
ho real control over the school, and Baxter v. Thomas, Times (1903), 13th April 
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90. The provisions of the Lands Clauses Acts, other than those 
relating to compulsory powers, are applicable to the purclio,se of 
land by managers for a schoolhouse for a voluntary school, and 
land may be so acquired either under those Acts or under the 
School Sites Acts (i), 

91. The statutory rules for the conduct and management of 
voluntary scliools do not, excejjt as expressly provided, aifcct any 
endowment of such a school, or the discretion of the trustees in 
respect of an endowment. But where, under the trusts or other 
j^rovisions affecting the endowment, the income must be applied, in 
whole or in part, for those purposes of a public elementary school 
for which provision is to be made by the local education authority, 
the whole of the income, or a part, as the case may be, must be 
paid to the authority. If only part of the income must be so 
applied, and there is no provision under the trusts or provisions for 
determining the amount which represents that part, the amount, 
in case of difference between the parties concerned, is to be deter- 
mined by the Board of Education. The authority may require the 
Board, before giving their decision, to hold a public inquiry at the 
cost of the authority (k). 

Sect. 6. — Blind, Deaf, Defective, and Ejnlejptic Children. 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — In General, 

92. The functions of a local education authority with reference 
to the provision and maintenance of elementary school accom- 
modation for their area are subject, in the case of blind, deaf, 
defective, or epileptic children, to various modifications under 
statutes specially relating to such children (a). 


(C. A., TimeSi 13th Novembor, 1903), where Kennedy, J., dismissed a similar 
action against the manager of a school, apparently not a public elemen- 
tary school, and questioned whether the unpaid managing body of such a 
school could be niado liable for an act of negligence on the part of one of the 
assistant teachers, who was otherwise a com])otent teacher ; see also note (a), 
p. 34, ante^ as regards the case of a school provided by a local education 
authoiity. Por the duties aii&ing under contract to educate, in general, see 
p. 122, 'post. 

(t) Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 75), s. 21 ; see Hid. as 
to the form of conveyance where the Lands Clausos Acts are made use of. Any 
persons desirous of establishing a public elementary school are to bo deemed 
managers for the purpose of this rule, if they obtain the approval of the Board 
of Education to its establishment {ibid., s. 21 ; and see p. 25, anfe, as to 
provision of new schools). Eor the Lands Clauses Acts in general, see title 
Compulsory Purchase op Land etc., Vol. VI., p. 1 ; as to the School Sites 
Acts, see p. 117, post. 

{k) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 13; ten days’ notice must he 
given of the inquiry to the local education authority, the minor local authority, 
and the trustees. Eor the application by a county council of the pai*t of any 
endowment so payable to it, see p. 48, post. 

(a) The Acts are the Elementary Education (Blind and Deaf Children) Act, 
1893 (66 & 67 "Viet. c. 42), and the Elementary Education (Defective and 
Epileptic Children) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 32). Eor special rules under the 
Acts relating to parents’ duties in respect of contributions to expenses, see p. 44, 
posty and in respect of compulsory education, see pp. 65, 66, 60, post. For special 
rules i-elating to religious instruction, see p. 43, post. Schools for such children, 
it will be seen, may be provided voluntarily or by local education authorities, 
and in neither case need be public elementary schools. The school authorities 
for the purposes of the Acts were school boaids, and, in places where there were 
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** Blind,” in this connection, means too blind to be able to read Sect. 6. 
the ordinary school books used by children, and “deaf” means too Blind, Deaf, 
deaf to be taught in a class of hearing children in an elementary Defective, 

Bchool (h)» ^ ^ ^ t’ 

A defective child is one who, not being imbecile, and not being 

merely dull or backward, is incapable by reason of mental or 

physical defect of receiving proper benefit from the instruction in Definitions of 
the ordinary public elementary schools, but is Dot incapable by reason ” 

of defect of receiving benefit from instruction in such special classes “defective** 
or schools as the Act in question authorises ; and an epileptic child and 
is one who, not being an idiot or imbecile, is unfit by reason of 
severe epilepsy to attend the ordinary public elementary schools fc). ^ 

In every such case a child is, for the purposes of the Education Acts, 
a child till the age of sixteen years (d). 


Sub-Sect. 2. — Blind and Deaf Children, 

93. It is the duty of every local education authority to enable Duty to 
blind and deaf children who are resident in their area(^), and for 
whose elementary education efficient and suitable provision is not deaf children, 
otherwise made, to obtain that education in some school for the 
time being certified by the Board of Education {J) as suitable for 
providing that education, Eor that purpose the authority must 
either establish, or acquire, and maintain a school so certified, or 
must contribute, on such terms and to such extent as may be 
a])proved by the Board, towards the establishment or enlargement, 
alteration and maintenance, of a school so certified, or towards 
any of these purposes, and, where necessary or expedient, must 
make arrangements, subject to regulations of the Board, for board- 
ing out any blind or deaf child in a home conveniently near to the 
certified school where the child is receiving elementary education (^). 


no school boards, district councils ; seo s. 4 of the former Act, and s. 1 (1) of the 
latter. For the substitution of local education authorities, see Education Act, 
1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), ss. 5, 25 ; and Sched. II. (1), (7), and Sched. IV. For 
the general powers and duties of a local education authority respecting the 
provision of school accommodation, see p. 24, ante. For special defimtiong 
(“ school ” as including places for lodging etc. children ; “ elementary educa- 
tion ” as including industrial training ; “ maintenance’* as including clothing; 
“ expenses ’* as including certain expenses of an incidental character and 
expenses of conveyance to school) and for construction of Acts, see Eleniontary 
Education (Blind and Deaf Children) Act, 1893 (56 & 67 Viet. c. 42j, s. 15; 
Elementary Education (Defective and Epileptic Children) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 
Viet. c. 32), s. 14. 

(6) Elementary Education (Blind and Deaf Children) Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Viet, 
c. 42), B. 15 (1). 

(c) Elementary Education (Defective and Epileptic Children) Act, 1899 
(62 & 63 Viet. c. 32), s. 1 (1). 

(d) Elementary Education (Blind and Deaf Children) Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Viet, 
c. 42), 8 . 1 1 ; Elementary Education (Defective and Epileptic Children) Act, 1899 
(62 & 63 Viet. c. 32), s. 11. 

(e) By 8. 18 (2) of the Elementary Education (Blind and Deaf (children) Act, 
1893 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 42), a blind or deaf child resident in a school, or boarded 
out in pursuance of the Act, is deemed for the purposes of the Act to bo resident 
in the area from which it is sent. 

(/) See p. 44, pasty os to certificates. 

(r/) Elementary Education (Blind and Deaf Children) Act, 1893 (56 & 67 Viet 
c. 42), 8 . 2 (1). The pow-ers of a local education authority to provide land and 
buildings for public elementary schools and in respect of expenses arc appli- 
cable in the case of schools for blind and deaf children ; see ihid.y s. 5 ; Education 
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Sub-Sect. 3. — Defective and Epileptic Children. 

94 . A local education authority may, with the approval of the 
Board of Education, make such arrangements as they think fit for 
ascertaining what children in their area are defective children, 
and what children in their area are epileptic children (/t). For 
the purpose of ascertaining whether a child is defective or epileptic, 
a certificate, in such form as may be prescribed by the Board, by a 
duly qualified medical man is required in each case (i). 

It is the duty of the parent of any child, who may be re(iuired by 
the local education authority to be so examined, to cause the child 
to attend the examination, and any parent who fails to comply with 
such requirement is liable on summary conviction to a fine not 
exceeding i>5, and a parent, if not so required, may himself call 
upon the authority to provide in the course of such an examination 
facilities to enable his child to be examined (A:). 

95 . Where a local education authority have ascertained that 
there are in their area defective children, they may provide for 
the education of these children by all or any of the following 
means : — (1) by classes in public elementary schools certified by the 
Board of Education as special classes for defective children ; or 
(2) by establishing schools certified by the Board for defective 
children; or (3) by boarding out, subject to the regulations of the 
Board, any such child in a house conveniently near to a certified 
special class or school. 

Where a local education authority have ascertained that there are 
in their area epileptic children, they may make provision for their 
education by establishing schools, certified by the Board, for 
epileptic children (Z). 

96 . A local education authority must from time to time ascer- 
tain by examination whether any defective or epileptic child for 
whose education they have made provision is fit to attend ordinary 
classes in public elementary schools, and must, if required by its 

Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), Sched. III. (8), and p. 26, ante. For the rules 
applicable in the case of contributions by one local education authority to the 
expenditure of a capital nature of another with reference to security for repay- 
ment, see Elementary Education (Blind and Deaf Children) Act, 1893 (56 & 67 
Viet. c. 42), s. 2 (3), and for the power to arrange for an authority to be repro- 
se rited on the governing body of a school to which it contributes, see ihid., s. 3. 
For the exception from the duty of the local education authority of children 
who are idiots or imbeciles, or in the care of poor law authorities, see ihid.^ 
8. 2 (2), and p. 83, ^ost, and title Poor Law. 

(/d Elementary Education (Defective and Epileptic Children) Act, 1899 
(62 & 63 Viet. c. 32), s. 1 (1); for the definitions of “ defective” and “ epileptic,” 
see p. 41, ante, 

(i) Ihid.y s. 1 (3). Such a certificate is primd facie evidence that the child is 
detective or ejiileptic in legal proceedings by the authority (Education (Adminis- 
trative Provisions) Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 6). 

(k) Elementary Education (Defective and Epileptic Children) Act, 1899 
(62 & 63 Viet. c. 32), s. 1 (2), (4). 

(Z) I hid., 6. 2 (1), (2) ; and see p. 44, post, as to certificates of the Board of 
Education. For a provision saving a local education authority from being 
affected with any duty in respect of children having their residence or permanent 
home in the area of another authority, or children in the care of poor law 
authorities, in the absence of contributions from such authorities, see ibid., s. 10 ; 
for the power to make such contributions, see pp. 43, 82, post. 
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parent, in particular examine for that purpose any such child who 
has not been examined for six months (wi). 

97. The power of a local education authority to provide for 
the education of defective or epileptic children includes the power 
to establish or acquire, and to maintain, certified schools for such 
children, and to contribute on such terms and to such extent as may 
be approved by the Board of Education towards the establishment, 
enlargement, or alteration, and towards the maintenance of such 
schools (7i). 

98. A local education authority may in respect of children 
resident in (o), or whose permanent home is in, their area and 
attending certified special classes or schools situated in the area 
of another local education authority, contribute to that other 
authority the proportionate cost of the provision and maintenanca 
of those special classes or schools (a). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Religiom Instruction. 

99. The religious instruction in certified schools for blind, deaf, 
defective, or epileptic children, if and in so far as any such 
school is not a public elementary school (6), must be conducted in 
accordance with the rules applying to industrial schools (c), except 
that references in those rules to the Secretary of State are to be 
construed as references to the Board of Education ; and any local 
education authority may provide and maintain a school so conducted 
for the education of blind, deaf, defective, and epileptic children (d). 

In selecting a school for a blind, deaf, defective, or epileptic child, 
the local education authority must be guided by the rules relating 
to religion laid down with reference to the selection of industrial 
schools (e), and if such a child is boarded out, the local education 
authority must, if possible, arrange for the boarding out being with a 
person belonging to the religious persuasion of the child’s parent (/). 

When a blind, deaf, defective, or epileptic child is required to 
attend any school, the child must not be compelled to receive 
religious instruction contrary to the wishes of the parent, and must. 
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(7/0 Elementary Education (Defective and Epileptic Childien) Act, 18i)9 
(62 & 63 Viet. c. 32), s. 2 (o). 

(?/) I hid.f 8. 2 (3) ; and see p. 4-1, post^ as to certificates of the Board of 
Education. The powers with respect to the provision of land and buildings, 
and with resjiect to expenses, ai e the same as in the case of blind and deaf 
children [ihid.^ s. 6 ; and see note (^), p. 41, ante). 

(o) The definition of “resident in” respecting a blind or deaf child applies 
here (/ft/d., s. 14; and see note (c), p. 41, c/utc). 

(a) Ibid., B. 2 (4). As to contributions by boards of guardians, see p. 82, 
post. 

(b) See pp. 29 et seg., ante, for tho rules applicable in the case of public 
elementary schools. 

(c) See p. 70, post, as to religious instruction in industrial schools ; the general 
principle is that a child is to be brought up in the faith of the rSigious 
persuasion to which it bolongs. 

(d) Elementary Education (Blind and Deaf Children) Act, 1893 (o6 & 57 Viet, 
c. 42), 8. 8 ; Elementary Education (Defective and Epileptic Children) Act, 
1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 32), s. 12 ; Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s, 134(3) 
(this Act repeals and replaces the Industrial Schools Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Vict. 
c. 118) ; see note (c), p. 71, post. 

(e) See p. 72, post; and Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 66. 

(/) See note (d), supra 




44 


Education. 


Sect. 6. 
Blind, Deaf, 
Defective, 
and 

Epileptic 

Children. 

Duly of 
parent to 
contribute. 


Parent not 
to be 

disqualified. 

Choice of 
school to 
be free. 


Condition of 
certificates. 


SO far as practicable, have facilities for receiving religious instruc- 
tion and attending religions services conducted in accordance with 
the parent’s persuasion, which must be duly registered on the child’s 
admission to the school {g). 

Sub-Sect. 6. — Liahility of Parent to Contribute to Kxj[)m^cs. 

100 . The parent of any blind, deaf, defective, or epileptic child, 
in respect of whom any expense has been incurred by a local 
education authority, must contribute towards the expenses of the 
child such weekly sum, if any, as, regard being had to the statutory 
duty of the local education authority to provide a sufficient amount 
of school accommodation without payment of fees (//), may be agreed 
upon between the local education authority and the parent, or, if 
the parties fail to agree, as may, on the application of either party, 
bo settled by a court of summary jurisdiction. Any sum so 
agreed on or settled may, without prejudice to any other remedy, 
be recovered by the local education authority summarily as a civil 
debt. It is the duty of the authority to enforce any such order, 
and any sum so received by a local education authority may be 
applied by them in aid of their general expenses. A court which is 
competent to make such an order may at any time revoke or vary 
any order so made (/). 

A parent is not by reason of any payment of such expenses 
deprived of any franchise, right, or privilege, nor is he subject 
to any disability or disquaU&ation(/i). 

Payments in respect of a blind, deaf, defective, or epileptic child 
must not be made on condition of the child attending any certified 
school other than such as may he reasonably selected by the parent, 
nor he refused because the child attends, or docs not attend, any 
particular school bo certified (/). 

Sub-Sect. 6 , — Ceitificates and Duties of Board of Education. 

101 . A school may not be certified by the Board of Education 
as suitable for providing elementary education for blind or deaf 
children, or as a school for defective or epileptic children — (1) if 
it is conducted for private profit ; nor (2) unless it is either managed 
by a local education authority, or the annual expenses of its 
maintenance are audited and published in accordance with regula- 
tions of the Board ; nor (3) unless it is open at all times to the 
inspection of His Majesty’s inspectors of schools (7/1), and of any 
visitors authorised by any local education authority sending 
children to the school ; nor (4) unless the above stated rules 
relating to such children respectively are complied with in the case 


tv) Soo note (d), p. 43, ante. 

Ui) See p. 30, ante. 

(i) Elementary Education (Blind and Deaf Childron) Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Viet, 
c. 42), a 9 ; Elemoiitaiy Education (Defective and Epileptic Children) Act, 1899 
(G2 & 63 Viet. c. 3^, «. 8 (1). 

(/c) Elementary Education (Blind and Deaf Children) Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Viet, 
c. 42), B. 10 (1) ; Elementary Education (Defective and Epileptic Children) Act, 
1899 (62 & 03 Viet. c. 32), s. 8 (2). 

(/) Elementary Education (Blind and Deaf Children) Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Viet, 
c. 42), fi. 10 (2) ; Elementary Education (Defective and Epileptic Children) Act, 
1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 32), b. 8 (3). 

(m) See p. 12, ante. 
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of the school. The certificate granted by the Board is an annual 
one (n ) . 

The Board may not, except upon prescribed conditions, certify 
any new establishment for boarding or lodging more than fifteen 
defective or epileptic children in one building, or comprising more 
than four such buildings (o). 

102 . Every school so certified by the Board is a certified efficient 
school (p), and for the purposes of the rules relating to school 
attendance orders {q) may be treated as if it were a public elementary 
school (r). 

103 . The Board must in their annual report to Parliament (s) 
give lists of the schools and classes to which they have granted 
or refused certificates (0. 

104 . Nothing ill any Act of Parliament shall prevent the Board 
from giving aid from the parliamentary grant in respect of 
education given to blind, deaf, defective, or epileptic children 
to such amount, and on such conditions, as may be directed by, 
or in pursuance of, the minutes of the Board in force for the time 
being (a). 


Sect. 7. — Comhined Action by Councils, 

106 . A scheme for an education committee may provide for a 
joint education committee for any area formed by a combination of 
counties, boroughs, urban districts, or parts of such areas (6), and 
may make provision for the proportions in which any expenditure 
on matters referred or delegated to the joint committee is to be 
borne as between the councils of the areas for which the joint 
committee is constituted (c). It must provide that a majority of 
the members of the joint committee shall be appointed by those 
councils (d). 


[n) Elementary Education (Blind and Deaf Children) Act, 1893 (50 & 57 Yict. 
c. 42), 8. 7 ; Elementary Education (Defective and Epileptic Children) Act, 
1899 (02 & 63 Viet. c. 32), s. 5. 

(/>) Elementary Education (Defective and Eidleptic Childicn) Act, 1899, 
f02 & 63 Viet. c. 32), s. 2 (0) ; Elementary Education Amendment Act, 1903 
(3 Edw. 7, c. 13), 8. 1 ; the conditions prescribed for larger establishments 
include the laying of rules befoie Pailiainent. 

( p) For definition of certified efficient school, see note (v), p. 57, post. 

(7) See p. 57, jmt. 

(r) Elementary Education (Blind and Deaf Children) Act, 1893 foO & 57 Yict, 
c. 42), 8. 7(2) ; Elemental y Education (Defective and Epileptic Cmldron) Act, 
1899 (02 & 03 Yict c.32), s. 5. 

(a) See p. 14, 

(t) Elementary Education (Blind and Deaf Childien) Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Yict. 
c. 42), 8. 14 ; Elementary Education (Defective and Epileptic Children) Act, 
1899 (02 & 63 Yict. c. 32), e. 13. 

(a) Elomoutaiy Education (Blind and Deaf Children) Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Yict. 
c. 42), 8. 12 ; Elementary Education (Defective and Epileptic Children) Act, 
1899 (()2 & 03 Yict. c. 32), a. 7 ; see pp. 10, 30, ante. 

(b) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), 8. 17 (5) ; and see as to education 
committees, p. 19, ante. 

(c) Education (Administrative Provisions) Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 43), 
8. 7. 

(d) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, 0 . 42), b. 17 ( 6). 
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106. A local education authority, or a council having con- 
current powers only in respect of higher education (c), may mahe 
arrangements with the council of any county, borough, district, or 
parish, whether a local education authority or not, for the exercise 
by the latter council, on such terms and subject to such conditions 
as may be agreed upon, of any of the powers of that authority 
or council in respect of the management of any school or college 
within the area of the council (/). 

107. Local education authorities may, with the sanction of the 
Board of Education, combine together for any purpose relating to 
elementary schools in their areas, and, in particular, for the purpose 
of providing, maintaining, and keeping efficient schools common to 
their areas. The agreement may provide for the joint appoint- 
ment of managers, for the proportion of contributions towards 
expenses, and for such other matters as the Board think necessary 
to carry out the agreement. The expenses of any joint body of 
managers are to be paid by the authorities in the proportions 
specified in the agreement (g). 

108. The council of a county may, by agreement, contribute 
towards capital expenditure incurred for the purposes of higher 
education by the council of a borough or district in their area 
having concurrent powers only in respect of higher education, 
according to the terms and conditions of the agreement (/i) ; and 
any local education authority, or other council, having powers in 
respect of higher education may unite with any other such autho- 
rity or council for the purpose of establishing or maintaining any 
school or college within those powers, on such terms as to payment, 
appointment of a joint body of managers, and otherwise, as may 
be agreed upon between them (i). 

109. Separate local education authorities may make arrangements 
for the appointment of the same person to be an officer of each 
authority (A;), 

110. A local education authority may hold conferences with other 
local education authorities for the purpose of discussing any matter 
connected with the duties devolving upon them, and may, subject 
to regulations made by the Board of Education and certain further 
restrictions, pay as part of their expenses the expenses of their 
officers and members attending such conferences, and subscriptions 
towards the expenses of such conferences (Z). 


(e) Soe p. 23, ante. 

(/) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), 8. 20(a). 

(g) Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 75), 8 . 52 ; Education 
Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, o. 42). s. 25, and Sched. IV. 

{li) Education (Administrative Provisions) Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 43), s. 4 (1) 
the section is retrospective ; as to the contributions being made security for loans, 
see note [1) on p. si, post, 

(0 Education (Administrative Provisions) Act, J909 (9 Edw. 7, o. 29), s. 3 
this and the last provision, both retrospective, considerably overlap. 

(^*) Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 75), s. 35. 

(Q School Board Conference Act, 1897 (60 & 61 Viet. c. 32). 
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Sect. 8. — Finance and Audit (m), 
Sub-Sect. l.—Li General. 


Sect. 8. 
Finance and 
Audit. 


111 . The funds at the disposal of local education authorities incomeand 
consist of the rates, grants made by central authorities out of receipts 
moneys provided by Parliament, loans, and miscellaneous receipts, generally. 
All receipts in respect of any school maintained by a local education 
authority, including any parliamentary grant, but excluding sums 
specially applicable for purposes for which provision is to be made 
by the managers, must be paid to the authority (a). The education 
accounts of local education authorities are audited by auditors 
appointed by the Local Government Board (o). 


112. The expenses of a local education authority, so far as not Funds for 
otherwise provided by the other receipts of the authority, and p^^y^ent. 
subject to the provisions of any local Act, are payable, in the case 
of the council of a county, out of the county fund, in tlie case of the 
council of a borough out of the borough fund or rate, or, where no 
borough rate is levied, out of a separate rate made, assessed, and 
levied, in the same manner as the borough rate, and in the case of 
the council of an urban district out of a fund to be raised out of 
the poor rate of the parish or parishes comprised in the district, 
according to the rateable value of each parish (j?). 


Sub-Sect. 2. — Provisions specially applicaUe to County Councils. 

113. No rate may be raised by a county council on account of Distribution 
expenses incurred by them for the purpose of elementary education of burdens 
within any borough or urban district the council of which is a local county 
education authority for that purposo {q). Expenses incurred by a ' 
county council for the purposes of higher education may be charged 
(subject to reasonable notice to the overseers) upon the parish or 
parishes which the authority think are served by the school or 
college in connection with which the expenses are incurred (?•). A 


(m) The provisions stal ed in this section are, with the necessary modifications, 
a})plicable also to councils having only concurrent powers in respect of higher 
education (see note (2>), p. 21, ante). 

(«) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 18 (2); and see as to manageis’ 
purposes under the Act, p. 37, ante. For the disposal of grants accrued due 
before the Act came into operation, see Sched. II. (12). For parliamentary 
giants generally, see p. 10, ante, and p. 49, post For audit of tbe accounts 
of local authorities, see, generally, title Local Government. 

(o) See p. 14, anfc, and p. 62, post. 

(p) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 18 (1); Elementary Education 
Act, 1870 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 79), s. 33 (proviso). An urban district council has the 
powers of guardians for enforcing the contributions of parishes (Elementary 
Education Act, 1870 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 79), s. 33). As to cases governed by local 
Acts, see Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 18 (4). As to rates, see, 
generally, title Rates AND Eatino. The other receipts of a local education 
authority are payable into the county or borough fund. 

(g) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 18 (1) (b). As to what are the 
boroughs and distn'ets involved, seep. 17, ante. 

(r) Ibid., 8 . 18 (1) (a). For a limit of the total amount to be raised out of 
the rates by a county council for the purposes of higher education, see p. 23. 
ante. 
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county council must charge such portion as they think fit, not 
being less than one-half or more than three-fourths of any expenses 
incurred by them, in respect of capital expenditure or rent, on 
account of the provision or improvement of any public elementary 
school on the parish or parishes which the council think are served 
by the school («). A portion, similarly fixed, of any expenses 
incurred to meet liabilities on account of loans or rent of any school 
board transferred to a county council must be raised exclusively 
within the area (so far as it is within the area of the county council) 
in respect of which the liability was incurred (t). 

Any money arising from the endowment of a voluntary school 
which is paid to a county council (a) must be credited by the 
council in aid of the rate levied for the purposes of elementary 
education in the parish or parishes which the council think are 
served by the school, or, at the option of the council, must be 
paid to the overseers of the parish or parishes in proportions ordered 
by the council, and must be applied by the overseers in aid of the 
poor rate levied in such parish or parishes (J>), 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Grants from Central Authorities. 

114. A large part of the revenue of local education authorities 
consists of grants made by central authorities out of moneys 
provided by Parliament (c). 

Grants in aid of higher education (cf) include (1) grants made by 
the Board of Education in aid of training colleges, pupil teacher 
centres, secondary schools, technical schools, evening schools, 
various classes and scholarships (e); (2) grants made by the 
Treasury to local education authorities having powers to aid out of 
the rates Welsh intermediate schools (/) ; (3) grants paid out of the 
Consolidated Fund representing the proceeds of the residue of the 


(«) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 18 (l)(c). “Expenses in lespect 
of capital expenditure ” refers to the objects of the expenditure woiks of 
a peimauent character), and not the means of raising the money, and a special 
charge on the parishes must be made for such objects notwithstanding that the 
expenditure is met out of revenue and not by moans of a loan [R. v. Wraitlt^ 
Ex parte Kent County Council, [1907] 2 K. B. 756), but no question may bo 
raised on audit as to whether expenses incurred for particular purposes are 
properly treated under the sub-section, if they have been treated in accordance 
with any order of the Local Government Boaid declaring whether jiarticular 
purposes are or are not to be treated as capital expenditure (Education 
(Administrative Provisions) Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 43), s. 5). 

{t) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 18 (1) (d). As to transfer of 
school board liabilities, see note (g), p. 25, ante. 

(a) See p. 40, ante. 

\h) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 13 (2). 

(c) In addition to the grants mentioned, sums, representing grants under the 
Agricultural Bates Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Vict. c. 16) to supply the deficiency in 
the produce of rates paid in respect of agricultural land, are payable to local 
education authorities as spending authorities under that Act ; see Finance Act, 
1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 13), s. 17, and title Local Goveunment. 

( d) See p. 22, ante, as to higher education. 

(c) See p. 10, ante, as to the powers of the Board of Education respecting 
these grants. 

(/) Welsh Intermediate Education Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Vict. c. 40), s. 9 ; see 
p. Ill, post, as to Welsh intermediate schools and Treasury contributions. 
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local taxation (customs and excise) duties, commonly called ‘‘whisky 
money,” and applicable to such extent as the local education authority 
think fit in any year for the purpose of higher education (g). 

Grants payable to local education authorities in aid of elementary 
education are (1) the grants, called parliamentary grants, made by 
the Board of Education in aid of public elementary schools in 
accordance with statutory requirements, and in aid of schools for 
blind, deaf, and defective or epileptic children (/<) ; (2) grants made 
by the Home Secretary in aid of industrial schools (a). 

The parliamentary grants in aid of public elementary schools 
are : — 

(1) An annual grant paid in accordance with the Code to a local 
education authority in respect of each public elementary school in 
their area (h), 

(2) A special annual grant (commonly called a small population 
grant) made in respect of any public elementary school situate and 
being the only such school in sparsely populated regions, varying 
from dGlO to £25 per school, according to the limit of population, 
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(g) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 2 (1) ; Local Taxation (Customs 
and Excise) Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 60), s. 1 ; Customs and Inland Revenue 
Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 8), s. 7 ; Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet, 
c. 41), 8. 23 ; Finance Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 13), s. 17 ; and see titles Local 
Government ; Revenue. Tlio whole of the sums representing the residue of 
the duties is now, under the first-named Act, bound to be applied to higher 
education, unexpended balances being carried forward to the next year. In 
the case of a Welsh council, the “ whisky money ” is applicable for the 
purposes of intermediate education (Local Taxation (Customs and Excise) Act, 
1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. GO), s. 1 (4) ). 

(/a) See definition of “parliamentary grant’* in the Elementary Education 
Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Vict. c. 75), s. 3 ; and rtdorences on pp. 10, 11, ante. The 
title “For Public Education in Great Britain” ceased to appear in the 
Appropriation Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Vict. c. 49), and a longer title was then 
substituted in terms varying from year to year, but beginning in the foim 
common to other Civil Service supplies, “ For the Salaries and Expenses of the 
Board of Education”; if the term “parliamentary grant” is to include what 
the words are usually taken to mean, the definition in s. 3 of the Elementary 
Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Vict. c. 75), must, semble, be construed as now 
referring to moneys pi ovidod by Parliament so intituled ; for a use of the term 
“ parliamentary grant” in a statute subsequent to 1899, see Education Act, 1902 
(2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 7 (4). Ordinarily the term “ parliamentary grant” in theEduca- 
tion Acts would appear only to refer to grants made in aid of education at public 
elementary schools, but the temis of s. 12 of the Elementary Eduction (Blind 
and Deaf 0 ‘ 

Education 

appear to indicate that grants in aid of schools under those Acts are “ pa 
mentary grants ” within the meaning of the Education Acts, and to be reckoned 
for the purposes of any deduction under s. 10 of the Education Act, 1902 
(2 Edw. 7 c. 42). The euoct of those sections of the foimer Acts respectively 
18 to enable the Board of Education to make grants in aid of schools under those 
Acts for blind, deaf, defective, or epileptic children, in spite of the non-fulfilment 
of the statutoiy conditions for the payment of a pailiamentary grant in case of 
public elementary schools. For grants, apparently of a temporary nature, in aid 
of building schools, see note (5), p. 11, aniCf and for similar grants to necessitous 
areas, see p. 50, jiosf. 

(a) See p. 77, jmt. 

(h) This grant is paid under the Code, and in accoi dance with the statutory 
condititions of grant, but its payment is not expressly directed or permitted by 
statute, except so far as the annual Appropriation Act does so. 
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and payable according to special conditions in the Code as to 
efficiency (c). 

(3) A grant (commonly called a fee grant) made at the rate of 10s. 
a scholar and calculated upon the average attendance of children 
over three and under fifteen at each public elementary school in 
respect of which the authority fulfil the statutory conditions as to 
the imposition of fees and accept the grant (d). 

(4) A grant (commonly called the aid grant under s. 10 of the 
Education Act, 1902) made to each local education authority 
calculated upon the average attendance at all public elementary 
schools, and consisting of a sum of 4s. per scholar, and an additional 
sum of l^d. per scholar for every complete 2d. by which the 
amount, which would be produced by a Id. rate on the area of the 
authority, falls short of 10s. per scholar (e). 

Grants in aid of schools for blind, deaf, defective, or epileptic 
children are paid by the Board of Education in respect of certified 
schools in accordance with regulations made by them (/). 

If in any year the total amount of parliamentary grants payable 
to a local education authority would make the amount payable out 
of other sources by the authority on account of their expenses in 
respect of elementary education less than the amount which would 
be produced by a rate of Sd, in the pound, the parliamentary grants 
are to be decreased, and the amount payable out of other resources is 
to be increased, by a sum equal in each case to half the difference (<;). 

Since 1906, in addition to the above grants, the Board of Educa- 
tion have made grants out of moneys specially provided by Parlia- 
ment of lump sums to the local education authorities of a few 
specially necessitous areas, in aid of expenditure upon public 
elementary schools, and have similarly made since 1907 grants in 
aid of building public elementary schools (h). 

Sub-Sect. 4.—Zoans. 

115. A local education authority which is the council of a county 
may borrow for the purposes of the Education Acts, as for the 
purposes of the Local Government Act, 1888 (i), with the difference 

(c) Elementary Education Act, 1876(89 & 40 Viet. c. 79), s. 19 (2) ; Education 

Code (1890) Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 22), s. 2 ; Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, 
c. 42), Sched, III. (1). , V » 

(d) Elementary Education Act, 1891 (64 & 55 Viet. c. 66), s. 1 ; and see as to 
foes, p. 30, anif. 

I e) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 10. 

/) See note (A), supra / and p. 11, aute. 
ff) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 10. 

/i) See the Appropriation Acts for the years in question ; for buildinsr grants. 
SCO note (6), p. 11, a9ife. 

(t) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7;c. 42), s. 19 (1), applying, in the case of 
councils having powers under the Education Acts (including councils having 
concurrent powers in respect of higher education (see p. 23, ante) ), the provisions 
as to borrowing in respect of their general powers. The objects for which they 
may borrow under these provisions are, generally speaking, buildings and other 
peimanent expenditure (Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 41), s. 69 : 
as to borrowing powers of local authorities, generally, see title I.ocal Govern- 
ment). See, further. Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), Sched. II. (3), pro- 
Tiding that loans transferred to a council under the Act are to be treated as 
money borrowed under the Act. The Public Works Loan Commissioners may 
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that the maximum period for repayment of loans obtained since 
28th August, 1907, is sixty years, instead of thirty years, as in the 
case of the latter purposes ( j). 

A local education authority which is the council of a county 
borough, borough, or urban district, may borrow for the purposes 
of the Education Acts as for the purposes of the Public Health 
Acts (/c), but upon the security of the fund or rate out of which 
their expenses are payable (1). Money so borrowed is not reckoned 
as part of the total debt of a county, nor as part of the debt of 
a county borough, borough, or urban district, for the purposes of 
certain statutory limitations upon borrowing by the authorities 
of such areas (m). 


Sub-Seot. 5. — Miscellaneous jRereipis, 

116 . The receipts of a local education authority include, in 
addition to the foregoing receipts, (1) fees paid by, or on behalf of, 
parents of scholars, or by managers of voluntary schools, including 
fees paid by guardians (n) ; (2) the income of endowments (o); (3) the 
proceeds of sales, including sales of land (p); (4) contributions by 
parents in respect of the education of blind, deaf, defective, or 
epileptic children (</); (5) contributions by guardians towards the 
provision, enlargement, or maintenance of public elementary 
schools, and of schools or classes for defective or epileptic children (?•); 
(G) contributions by parents towards the cost of furnishing meals to 
children attending public elementary schools (s), towards the cost 

lend any money wliich an anlhority may borrow for the purposes of higher educa- 
tion (Education (Adminibtrative Provisions) Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 43) , s. 8). Eor 
a special power to borrow in order to provide working balances for caiTying tho 
Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), into effect, see Education (Provision of 
Working Balances) Act, 1903 (3 Edw, 7, c. 10), which gives power to boirow 
in certain circumstances for current expenses, contrary to the ordinary rule 
governing local authorities, as shown m Jl. v. Heed (Sir Charles) (1880), 5 
Q. B. D. 483, 0. A. 

(j) Education (Administrative Provisions) Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 43), s. 3. 
This section also authorises, subject to the approval of the Local Government 
Board, reborrowing to repay loans raised for the purposes of the Education 
Acts within sixty years from the date of the original loan. 

(h) See note (t) on p. 50, ante ; councils with concurrent powers only in respect 
of higher education are included. See title Local Government. 

(l) See p. 47, ante. Contributions of county councils towards the capital 
expenditure upon higher education of councils having concurrent powers only in 
respect of higher education are part of the security upon which the latter 
councils may borrow (Education (Administrative Provisions) Act, 1907 
(7 Edw. 7, c. 43), s. 4 (2) ) ; and see p. 4t>, ante. 

(m) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 19 (2) ; Local Government Act, 
1888 (51 & 52 Yict. c. 41), s. 69 ; Public Ilealth Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 55), 
8. 234 (2), (3) ; and see title Local Government. 

(n) See, as to fees, p. 30, ante^ and p. 83, post. 

(o) See for the power of a local education authority to be trustees of educa- 
tional charities, p. 21, ante; for the allocation of the proceeds of certain 
endowments to parishes, see p. 48, ante. 

(p) See, as to sales of land, p. 21, ante. Most local education authoritioa 
derive a small revenue from sales of cooked food, needlework, and other produce 
of special classes in schools. School buildings are also hired for public purposes, 
including elections, and for other purposes. 

{q) See p. 44, ante. 
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of children in industrial schools (t), and towards the cost of medical 
treatment of children in public elementary schools (u) ; (7) con- 
tributions of other local education authorities and councils (x)^ and 
other receipts. 

Sub-Sect. Q.— Audit. 

117. The accounts of a local education authority which is the 
council of a county or urban district are to be audited as are the other 
accounts of the council. A local education authority which is the 
council of a borough must keep separate accounts of their receipts 
and expenditure in respect of education under the Education Acts, 
and those accounts are to be made up and audited as though the 
council were the council of a county, and the enactments relating 
to the audit of accounts of a county council apply accordingly, and 
are substituted for the provisions of the Municipal Corporations 
Act, 1882, relating to accounts and audit. The accounts of any 
receipts or payments intrusted by the local education authority to 
an education committee or to the managers of a public elementary 
school, or of a school provided by the authority under their powers 
with respect to higher education, are to be treated as the accounts 
of the local education authority, the managers being treated as 
officers of the authority for the purposes of the auditors’ powers (a). 

118. The accounts of any receipts or payments intrusted to a joint 
education committee, or to a joint body of managers established by 
two or more local authorities in the exercise of their powers in that 
behalf, are to be audited as though the committee or body were a 
separate local education authority, and the enactments (including 
penal provisions) relating to the audit of the accounts of local 
education authorities apply accordingly. But the Local Govern- 
ment Board have power to direct otherwise as to the audit in such 
cases, and the scheme or instrument establishing the joint 
committee or body may, subject to the approval of the Local 
Government Board, make other directions as to the audit (/>). 

Sect. 9. — Provisions specially applicahle to London, 

119. The system of education established under the Education 
Acts has, in London, certain special features (c). 

U) See p. 78, post, 

hi) See p. 32, ante, 

(x) See p. 46, ante. 

(а) Education Act, 1902 (2 Bdw. 7, c. 42), s. 18 (3), (5) ; Education (Adminis- 
trative Provisions) Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 2 ; and see title Local 
Government, generally, as to the accounts and audit of local authorities. The 
accounts of county councils are governed by s. 71 of tho Local Govorninont Act, 
1S88 (51 & 62 Viet. c. 41), and those of urban district councils by s. 68 of the 
Local Government Act, 1894 (66 & 57 Viet. c. 73). 

(б) Education (Administrative Provisions) Act, H)07 (7 Edw. 7, c. 43) s. 6. 

(c) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 27 (1) ; Education (Loudon) Act, 

1903 (3 Edw. 7, c. 24). Tne latter Act provides for tho formal adaptation of 
tho former to London, and also makes some material rnodihcations, tho chief 
of which are stated in the text. Eor other modifications, see Education 
(London) Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, c. 24), s. 3 (1) (London School Board schools 
outside London) ; s. 6 (1) and Sched. I. (G), (10) (commencement and passing 
of principal Act applied) ; Sched. I. (6) (borrowing) ; Sched. I. (8) (substi- 
tution of Treasury for Local Government Board); Sched. I. (11) (length of 
managers’ appointments). 
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The local education authority for London is the London County 
Council ((£). The council of a metropolitan borough, a phrase 
which for this purpose includes the City of London, are not a local 
education authority for the purposes either of elementary or higher 
education, and have no concurrent powers under the Education 
Acts in respect of higher education (c). 

The limitation of rate aid in respect of higher education to 
in the pound in the case of county councils does not apply 
to the London County Council (/). 

Councils of metropolitan boroughs, and the common council of 
the City of London, appoint two-thirds of the managers of public 
elementary schools provided by the local education authority in Ihier 
respective areas, and determine the number of managers and the 
manner of grouping such schools under one body of managers, but 
only after consultation with the authority, and subject to the 
approval of the Board of Education (7), and are the minor local 
authorities for the purpose of appointing managers of voluntary 
schools in those areas {It). Any such council must be consulted 
by the local education authority as to the site of any new public 
elementary school which the authority propose to provide in their 
area (i). 

The rules applicable in the case of other county councils with 
reference to apportioning expenses between parishes do not apply 
to the London County Council (/c). 

The rules as to the apportionment in aid of parochial rates of 
endowments of voluntary schools, which must be applied wholly or 
partly to those purposes of a public elementary school for which the 
authority are bound to provide, do not apply in the case of voluntary 
schools in London. The Board of Education may make schemes 


(c?) The London County Council is the council of an adminstrative county (Local 
Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 41), s. 40). For a special provision for tho 
access of ratepayers to the minutes of tho lOducation Committoo of the Ijoinlon 
County Council, see Education (London) Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, c. 24), Sched. I. (7). 

(e) Education (London) Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, c. 24), Sched. I. (1). Por tho City 
of Loudon, see ibid., s. 4 (2). The borough council of Woolwich have concurrent 
powers in respect of higher education (see ibid., Sched. I. (1) (h) ; Education Act, 
1902 (2 Edw. 7,c. 42), Sched. III. (11), and London Government Act, 1899 (62&G3 
Viet. c. 14), B. 19). Por councils with concurient powers, see p. 23, aide. 

(/) Education (London) Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, c. 4), Sched. I. (2); and see, 
for the limitation in other cases, p. 23, aide. 

(g) Ibid., B. 2 (1) ; and see s. 3 (2) as to boundary schools. One-thiid of 
the inanageis ordinal ily must be women (tbtd., s. 2 (1) ). The management and 
grouping provisions of the Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), do not apply 
to London so far as regards schools provided by the local education authoiity 
{ibid., Sched. I. (3) ). Por an exception fi ora the powers of metropolitan boroughs 
in the case of non-local schools, see ibid., s. 2 (3). 

{h) Ibid., Sched. I. (1) (a); and Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, o. 42), 
t. 24 (2) 

(i) Education (London) Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, c. 24), s. 2 (2). An enlargement 
does not for the purposes of this provision count as a now school, unless the 
acquisition of a further site he made with compulsory powers ; in the case of 
compulsory powers, the Board are to take the view of tho borough council into 
account before maHng the order {ibid.) ; and see, as to enlargements, p. 26, 
and as to compulsory powers, p. 27, aide). Por an exception in the case of 
non-local schools, see ibid., s. 2 (3). 

{k) Ibid., Sched. I. (4). 
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for the application of moneys which, under those rules, would be 
payable to the local education authority, and, in so doing, must 
regard primarily the interests of the locality which the endowment 
was intended to benefit (1). 

Where the local education authority aid any institution by grants 
from their funds, conditions in any trust deed or scheme imposing 
any limit on the number of members or requiring any qualification 
of members of the governing body do not apply as respects governors 
appointed by the authority (m). 


Part IV. — Duties of Parents and Employers. 

Sect. 1. — In General. 

120 . The duties of parents to secure that their children are 
educated, and similar duties of employers with regard to children in 
their employment, arise for the most part under the Education 
Acts, but with regard to children employed in factories and work- 
shops special duties are imposed by legislation relating to such 
children. Important functions in respect of the enforcement of 
such duties are exercised by local education authorities, and certain 
central authorities (a). 

The statutory liability of parents to contribute in certain cases 
to the cost of the education of their children is treated in connection 
with the particular powers of public authorities to incur expenses to 
which parents can be made to contribute (h). 


{1) Education (London) Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, c. 24), Sebed. I. (4) ; and for tbe 
rules relating to such endowments, see p. 48, ante. 

(m) Ibid., Sched. I. (9). 

(a) Eor duties arising imder the Education Acts, and ai^plicahle to all classes 
of children, seepp. 55 et 8e<j.,po8t; for duties respecting children in factories and 
workshops, see pp. 67 et seq., post. The central authorities concerned are the 
Board of Education and, in the case of children in factories and workshops, the 
Secretary of State for the Home Department. The duties of einployeis dealt 
with are all duties in respect of education ; in their practical effect they must 
be considered in connection with the general subject of the employment of 
children, and the restrictions, general in character, placed thereon, as to which 
see, generally, title Infants and Childtien; and compare s. 50 of the Elemen- 
tary Education Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 79), which provides that nothing in 
the Act shall prejudice the effect of, or derogate from, any provision relating 
to the committal of children to industrial schools or the employment of children 
contained in any previous Act of Parliament which may he more stringent in 
its provisions than that Act. Certain of the rules relating to education under 
the Poor Law, and in Eeformatory and Industrial Schools also, in a sense, form 
part of the law of compulsory education, but as they only arise in special 
circumstances, and otherwise belong to separate legal branches of the educa- 
tional system, they are incorporated under several heads (see pp. 70, 81 , jmt'^. As 
to the view taken by the common law, and by equity as to parental duties in 
respect of education, see p. 4, ante. 

(o) As to the parent’s duty to contribute to expenses incurred in connection 
with education, see note (e), 31, ante (school fees), p. 32, ante (medical 

attendance), p. 33, ante (provision of meals), p. 44, ante (blind, deaf, defective 
and epileptic children), p. 78, post (Reformatory and Industrial Schools). As to 
oontractual liabilities as between parent and schoolmaster, see p. 122, posi. 
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Sect. 2. — Duties and Liabilities of Parents. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — In General, 

121 . Parents in general have two main duties in respect of the 
education of their children, largely coincident in practice but 
technically distinct and enforceable by distinct remedies (c). 

The parent (d) of a child between the ages of five and fourteen 
years (e) must cause that child to receive efficient elementary 
instruction in reading, writing, and arithmetic (/), and must cause 
it to attend school in accordance with the bye-laws of the local 
education authority in force in the area, or part of the area, where 
the child resides {g), but in either case subject to the existence of 
certain reasonable excuses for non-performance of the duty (h). 


Sect. 2. 
Duties and 
Liabilities 
of Parents. 

Duties of 
parents. 


122 . In the case of a blind, deaf, defective, or epileptic child within Modifications 
the meaning of the Education Acts (i) the period of compulsory 
education extends to sixteen years, and the attendance of any such defective or 
child at school may be enforced as if it were required by the bye-laws epileptic 
of the local education authority, and no such child may obtain total 
or partial exemption under such bye-laws from the obligation to 
attend school (i). 

In the case of a blind or deaf child, the above-mentioned duty 
of a parent to cause his child to receive efficient elementary 
instruction includes a duty to cause it to receive instruction suit- 
able to it (k), and, in the case of a defective or epileptic child over 
seven years of age, includes a duty to cause it to attend a certified 
special class or school if there be one accessible (1). 


(c) The nature of the duties and of the reasonable excuses (see infra) for 
non-compliance with them imply that, ordinarily, the fulfilment of one 
involves fulfilment of the other, and that a lawful excuse for the non- 
fulfilment of one duty will be an answer to a charge as regards the other; 
but see note (s) p. 56, post. 

{(I) “ Parent ” in the Education Acts includes guardian and every person who 
is liable to maintain or has the actual custody of any child (Elementary 
Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Yict. c, 75), s. 3) ; the fact that some person other 
than the real parent has the “ actual custody” of the child, and is therefore 
liable for its education, does not by itself prevent the real parent from being 
simultaneously liable {London School Board v. Jackson (1881), 7 Q. B. D. 502). 

(e) Elementary Education Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Yict. c. 79), s. 48 ; as to blind, 
deaf, defective, or epileptic children, see next paragraph. 

(f) Ihid.f B. 4, and see p. 56, post. 

(g) Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 75), s. 74, and see 

S . dS, post. For the power of a county council to make different bye-laws for 
ifferent parts of their area, see p. 59, post. 

(h) For the excuses, see pp. 56, 60, post. 
u) For definitions, see p. 41, ante. 

(;) Elementary Education (Blind and Deaf Children) Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Viet, 
c. 42), s. 11 ; Elementary Education (Defective and Epileptic Children) Act, 1899 
(62 & 63 Viet. c. 32), s. 11. For exemptions under bye-laws, see p. 61, post. 

(A) Elementary Education (Blind and Deaf Children) Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Viet, 
c. 42), s. 1. For a further special provision as to a parentis duty in tifie case of 
a blind or deaf child (relating to statutory excuses), see p. 60, post. 

(/) Elementary Education (Defective and Epileptic Children) Act, 1899 
(62 & 63 Viet. c. 32), s. 4 (1). As to certified schools or classes, see p. 44, ante. 
For a special provision in such cases relating to statutory excuses, see p. 61, 
post^ As to the parent’s duty to cause a defective or epileptic child to attend the 
medical examination of the local authority, see p. 42, ante. For a special 
power as to epileptic children, see p. 56, post. 
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123. It is the duty of a local education authority to enforce 
these duties of parents (tw), and for that purpose to appoint ojBficers 
to whom the execution of the duty is specially assigned (n), 

8t7B“Sect. 2. — Duty to cause Child to receive efficient Elementary 
Instruction, 

124. If the parent of any child above the age of five years who 
is prohibited from being taken into full time employment {o) 
habitually and without reasonable excuse neglects to provide 
efficient elementary instruction for his child, the local education 
authority must (p), after due warning to the parent, complain to a 
court of summary jurisdiction with a view to obtaining a school 
attendance order (^). 

It is a reasonable excuse ” in the above connection that there is 
not within two miles, measured according to the nearest road, from 
the residence of the child, any public elementai-y school open which 
the child can attend (except in cases where the local education 
authority provide suitable means of conveyance for the child within 
a reasonable distance of its home and such a school), or that the 
absence of the child from school is caused by sickness or any 
unavoidable cause (r), or that there is any other excuse which is 
a reasonable excuse (s). 

The local education authority is under a like duty to apply for 
an attendance order if any child is found habitually wandering, or 
not under proper control, or in the company of rogues, vagabonds, 
disorderly persons, or reputed criminals (0. 

125. In the case of an epileptic child whose age exceeds seven 
years, the local education authority may, if they think fit, apply to 
a court of summary jurisdiction for an order requiiing the child to 


(m) Elementary Education Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 79), ss. 11, 13, 23. 

(n) Ibid., s. 28. 

(o) The reference is to the prohibitions stated in sub-sect. 1 ot sect. 3 of this 

Part (p. 62, jmi)j t.c., those imposed by s. 5 of the Elementary Education Act, 
1876 (39 & 40 Vict. c. 79), as amended by s. 4 of the Elementary Education Act, 
1880 (43 & 44 Vict. c. 23), and by s. 2 of the Elementary Education (School 
Attendance) Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Vict. c. 61); W-tnyard v. Tooyood, Ilance v. 
Fortniim 10 Q. B. I). 218; oveiiuling Saunders v. Crawford (1882), 9 

Q. B. D. G12. 

(p) Eor a qualification of the duty, see p. 68, post. 

lq\ Elementary Education Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Vict. c. 79), s. 11. 

(r) Jbid.y 8. 11 ; J'lducation (Administration Provisions) Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, 
c. 43), 8. 14 (the exceptions in the case of a blind, deaf, defective, or epileptic 
child apply as in the case of bye-laws, see p. 60, post). 

(«) See London School Board v. Jackson (1881), 7 Q. B. D. 602, per Pollock, B., 
at p. 604, and cases cited in note (6) on p. 60, jposf, with reference to the 
parallel matter of excuses for non-compliance with bye-laws which, semhle, 
are applicable here as showing that the statutory excuses are not exhaustive ; 
see also R v. Morris, Ex parte Broadhent (1910), 26 T.L. E. 419. The truancy 
of a child without fault of the parent is not an answer to an application for 
an attendance order, though it might be to a summons under a bye-law, or 
to a summons for a fine for disobedience to an attendance order [Loudon 
Countv Council v. Hearn (1909), 78 L. J. (k. b.) 414). 

(<) Elementary Education Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Vict. c, 79), s. 11. See also 
Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 67), s. 68; and title Infants and 
Children. 
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be sent to a certified school for epileptic children, and if a parent 
fails to comply with an order he is deemed to have failed to cause 
that child to receive efficient elementary instruction, and may be 
proceeded against accordingly (ii), 

126 . The court, upon an application by a local education 
authority for a school attendance order, may order the child to 
attend some certified efficient school (r) willing to receive it {w), 
and named in the order, being either such as the parent may select, 
or, if he select none, such public elementary school as the court 
think expedient. Any excuse which would have been a reasonable 
excuse for neglect by a parent to provide efficient elementary 
instruction for his child (a) is an excuse for non-compliance with an 
attendance order (i>). 

In the absence of any such excuse the court, on complaint by a 
local education authority of sucli non-compliance, may proceed as 
follows: (a) in the first case of non-compliance, if the pai-ent (r) 
fails to fippcar, or fails to satisfy the court that he has used all 
reasonable efforts to secure compliance, a fine may be imposed 
not exceeding, with costs, 20s. (d ) ; or if the parent satisfies the 
court that he has used such reasonable eirort8(<?), the child may 


(w) Elementary Eilucation (Defective and Epileptic Children) Act, 1809 
(G2 & 03 Viet. c. 32), r. 4 (2). As to opiloi^t'c chiltlien generally, see p. 41, ante. 

(y) A ceitifiod efficient school means a public elementary school, or any 
workhouse school ccitified to be efficient by the Local Government Hoard, 
or any elemental y school which is not conducted for private profit, and is 
open at all reasonable times to the inspection of Ilis Majesty’s inspector of 
schools and loquires the like attendance fiom its scholais as is required in 
a public elementary school, and keeps such register of attendances as may 
be for the time being requiiod by the Board of Education, and is certified 
by the Board to bo an efficient school (Elementary Education Act, 1876 
(39 & 40 Viet. c. 79), s. 48) ; see p. 82, post, as to woikhouse schools 

{w) The compl.'iining local antlioiity must show to the court that there is some 
particular certified efficient school willing to receive the child, as otherwise the 
attendance order cannot be made {Thompson v. Hose (1891), 05 L. T. 851). 

(a) See note (s), p. 50, onte, and note (5), p. 00, post. 

[h) Elementary Education Act, 1870 (39 & 40 Vict. c. 79), ss. 11, 12. It is 
not a reasonable excuse for non-compliance with an attendance order that 
the child is attending, but ii regularly, a school dilTeient from that named 
in the older, but {semble, per Daiiliko J.) aecua, if the attendance at the 
different school is regular {laJe of Wight County Council v. Holland (1909), 73 
3. E. 607). A parent may allege as a defence to a complaint for non-compliance 
Unit the child is being efficiently instiucted at home in the same manner as ho 
could have alleged it upon the application for the attendance oi*der(/?. v. Mvrrxa, 
Kx pin ie Broadhent (1910), 20 T. L. U. 419). Upon the making of an attendance 
Older the child may bo sent to a certified day industrial school by agreement 
between the managers of the school, the parent, and the local education 
authority (Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 79). 

(r) A suiviying parent, though having the custody of and being liable to 
maintain a child, cannot be proceeded against for failing to comply with an 
attendance order made against the other parent who died after the order was 
made Ulance v. Fairhurst (1882), 51 L. J. (m. c.) 139). 

{d) See note (<) on p. 60, post. 

(c) Where a parent, against whom an a4.iendance order had been made, used 
such reasonable efforts to cause his child to attend school in accordance with the 
order as would, according to Helper School Attendance Committee v. Z^ay/ey (1882), 
0 Q. B. D. 259, have amounted to a reasonable excuse for non-compliance with 
a bye-law, it was hold that he had a defence against being fined for disobeying 
ILL.— XIL 
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be ordered to be sent to a certified day industrial school, or, 
if there appear to the court to be no such school suitable to the 
child, to a certified industrial school (/*), without any fine being 
inflicted upon the parent ; (b) in any case of non-compliance after 
the first case the court may order the child to be sent to a certified 
day industrial school, or in the alternative, as stated above, to a 
certified industrial school, and may also fine the parent, or it may 
fine the parent for each non-compliance without sending the child 
to an industrial school. Complaints with regard to continuing 
non-compliance may not be repeated at any less inteiTal than two 
weeks {g), 

127. It is the duty of a local education authority, where they 
are informed by any person of any child in their jurisdiction who 
is stated by that person to be liable to be so ordered by a court to 
attend school or to be sent to an industrial school, to take proceed- 
ings accordingly, unless they think it inexpedient to take such 
proceedings (//). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Duty to cause Child to attend School in accordance with 
Bye-laws, 

128. It is the duty of the local education authority to make bye- 
laws for every part of their area in which bye-laws were not in force on 
August 26th, 1880, respecting the attendance of children at school (i), 

tbo order, but not a reoeonable excuse for non-compliance with it, and that the 
magistrates had power to order the child to bo sent to an industrial school 
{Jleivett V. Thmyson (1889), GO L. T. 268); see also London County Council 
V. Hearn (1909), 78 L. J. (JC. B.) 414 ; and see note (s), p. 66, ante, and nolo (/>), 
p. GO, post. 

(/) As to industrial schools and the detention of children in them, see p. 72, 
post. The last paragraph of s. 12 of the Elementary Education Act, 1876 
no & 40 Viet. c. 79), is repealed by the Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7,’ c. 67), 
Sched. III. See ihtd., ss. 44, 58 (6), (7), 78, 79, 83 ; and see also titles CaiMiNAL 
Law and 1’iiocedure, Vol. IX., p. 620 ; Infants and Cuildken. The pro- 
visions of the Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), in effect take the place of 
previous provisions respecting industiial schools. See note (c), p. 71, post, 

(<f) Elementary Education Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 79), s. 12 ; Elementary 
Education Act, 1900 (63 (\ 64 Viet. c. 53), s. 6 (2). 

(k) Elementary Edacct’on Uct, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 79), s. 13. 

(/) Elementary Education ^^ct, 1880 (43 & 44 Vict. c. 23), s. 2; Education 
Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 6. Eor the remedy for default in making bye- 
laws, see p. 13, ante. To ascertain the state of the law for the time being in 
any particular area with regard to school attendance, it is nocc.s8ary to consider 
])oth the history of the statutes relating to the subject, and also the action of 
the local education authoiity and the Boaid of Education in exercising the 
powers vested in them by those statutes. The Elementary Education Act, 1870 
(33 & 34 Vict. c. 75), s, 74, gave power to school boapls to make bye-laws 
1 squiring children to attend school, but left it to the discretion of the school 
l)oard to settle the ages at which compulsion should apply, subject to three 
limitations— (1) that the ages should not be lower than five or higher than thir- 
teen years ; (2) that when compulsion was applied at any age over ton years 
certain exemptions were to be allowed to children who attained certain stamlards 
of education to bo fixed by the bye-laws ; (3) that the approval of the Education 
Department was required to the bye-laws. The Elementpy Education Act, 1 876 
(39 & 40 Vict. c. 79), constituted school attendance committees for districts which 
had no school boards, with ceitain powers to make bye-laws for their districts. 
Bv 8 . 4 of the Elementary Education Act, 1880 (43 & 44 Vict. c. 23), a duty to 
muke such bye-laws was imposed upon all school boards and school attondanoe 
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and to enforce those bye-laws when made (k), and for that purpose 
to have officers to whom the enforcement is specially assigned (/). 

The bye-laws require to be duly approved by the Board of Educa- 
tion, and when so approved have statutory force (m). Bye-laws 
are to be made in accordance with a prescribed procedure, and may 
be revoked or altered by subsequent bye-laws 00. 

Where the local education authority are a county council, they 
may, if they think fit, make different bye-laws for different parts 
of their area (o). 

129 . Bye-laws may be made for the following purposes : Purposes 
(a) requiring the parents of children of such age as may be fixed by maj 

the bye-laws, being not less than five years nor more than fourteen be made, 
years, and subject to the exemptions mentioned below, to cause (p) 
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Duties and 
Liabilities 
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committees in whoso districts no bye-laws were in force at the passing of the 
Act. By s. 6 (1) of the Elementary Education Act, 1900 (03 & 64 Viet. c. 53), 
tho compulsion limit of thirteen years was changed to one of fourteen years. 
By tho combined effect of s. 1 of the Elementary Education (School Attendance) 
Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Vict. c. 61), and s. 1 of the Elementary Education (School 
Attendance) Act, 1893, Amendment Act, 1899 f62 & 03 Vict. c. 13) (commonly 
known as Hobson’s Act), the age of ten years fixed by s. 74 of the Elementary 
Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Vict. c. 75), as the age at which bye-laws must 
begin to allow exemptions was raised to twelve years, and it was provided that 
in all bye-laws already made twelve years should be read for any lower age in 
tho provisions for the statutory exemptions. Robson’s Act fuiiher provided 
for (1) a special exemption at the option of the local authority in the case of 
children employed in agriculture, and (2) an obligatory partial exemption in the 
case of children over twelve years who show a prescribed standard of previous 
attendance at school. The Act does not define partial attendance, and notwith- 
sbindiug the decisions in Stevenson v. QoUstraWy Stevenson v. CVa/y, [19()()] 2 
K, B. 299, it is doubtful what effect the latter provision has in cases where 
the bye-laws provide only for total exemption. By s. 5 of tho Education Act, 
1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), school boards and school attendanco committees were 
abolished, and their powers and duties confeiTed upon the local education 
authority in respect of the whole area of the authority. The action of the 
Board ot Education (and its predecessor, the Education Department) in approv- 
ing bye-laws has resulted in there being no area where the bye-laws do not 
require attendance from five to thirteen years, and only four where the higher 
limit is not fourteen. 

(/c) Elementary Education Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Vict. c. 79\ s. 23. 

(/) Ihid.y 8. 28. 

(m) Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Vict. c. 75), s. 74 ; Elementary 
Education Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Vict. c. 53), s. 6 (4). 

(a) Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Vict. c. 75), s. 74; and see 
as to notice by a local education authority, p. 22, ante. Tho local education 
authority, not less than one month before submitting any bye-law for the 
approval of the Board of Education, must deposit a printed copy of the proposed 
bye-laws at their oflBce for inspection by any ratepayer, and must supply a 
printed copy of them gratis to any ratepayer, and must publish a notice of 
the deposit. 

fo) Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), Sched. III. (4). 

(p) There must be an effective causing to attend; a parent who continued 
to send his child to a voluntary school after the managers (the case being prior 
to the passing of the Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42) ), with tlr.e consent 
of the Education Department, had refused to admit the child, there being other 
public elementary schools which the child could attend, did not cause it to attend 
school {Jones v. Rowland (1899), 80 L. T. 630); nor did a parent who, Wng 
able to pay fees lawfully charged in a school, sent his child to the schocl without 
the money needed to pay tho fees, so that the child was refused admittance 
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those children, unless there is some reasonable excuse, to attend (q) 
school ; (b) determining the time during which children are so to 
attend (?). 

Penalties, to bo recovered summarily (s), may be imposed by the 
bye-laws for any breach not exceeding a fine for each offence of 
such sum as will with costs amount to 20s. (t). 

130. It is a reasonable excuse for a parent failing to cause his child 
to attend school as required by the bye-laws (1) if the child is under 
efficient instruction in some other manner ; or (2) if the child has 
been prevented from attending school by sickness or any unavoid- 
able cause; or (3) if, subject as mentioned below, there is no public 
elementary school open which the child can attend within such 
distance, not exceeding three miles, measured according to the 
nearest road from the residence of the child, as the bye-laws may 
prescribe (a) ; or (4) if there is any other excuse for such failui e 
which is a reasonable excuse (/^); but the third of these excuses 
docs not apply when a local education authority provide suitable 
means of conve 3 ’ance for a child between a reasonable distance of 
its home and a public elementary school (c). 

131. The fact of a child being blind or deaf (except in the case of 
a deaf child under seven years of age), or the fact that there is not 
within any particular distance from the residence of a blind or deaf 
child any public elementary school which the child can attend, is 
not of itself a reasonable excuse for not causing the child to attend 


(Saunders v. Richardson (1881), 7 Q. B. D. 388, overruling Richaidsou v. Sau7tders 
nSSl), 6 Q. B. D. 313; London School Board v. Wright (1884), 12 Q. B. 1). 578, 
C. A.) ; nor did a parent cause his child to attend school in a case where, the 
facts being otherwise similar to those last stated, the child was actually admitted 
to the school without the proper fee being paid, but only by the indulgence of the 
teachers [Londm S<hool Board v. Wood (1885), 15 Q. B. D. 415). A parent being 
under a duty to cause his child to be educated and to attend school, a promise 
to pay fees charged in a public elementary school cannot be implied merely 
fiom his sending his child to the school {London School Board v. Wnght^ supra). 
As to school fees, see p. 30, ante. 

(q) Iho bye-laws cannot require children to study at home, and a teacher 
ho detains a child after school hours, to punish it for not learning a home lesson 

18 guilty of an assault [Hunter v. Johnson (1884), 13 Q. B. D. 225). 

(r) Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 75), s. 74. 

fs) Ihid.^ B. 92; Elementary Education Act, 1873 (3G & 37 Vic't. c. 8G), s. 23. 
(<) Elementary Education Act, 1870 (3^7) ^ ^4 Viet. c. 75), s. 74 ; Elementary 
Education Act, 1900 (63 & 6'^and th^ Boc)» 8- ^ (^0* “Costs” for the pur- 
poses of the limit of 20s. do statut^^^^'-l?^® costs of a distress warrant, and 
such a warrant may be is gave > ^ ^e/an 208. if the excess is due to the 
costs of the warrant [Coolc ’ school, 46 L. T. 383). 

{a) Elementary Education which & ^4 Vict. c. 75), s. 74. 

(5) The first three excuL igRou^ but they are not exhaustive ^f 

possible excuses (BcTper iScAi jnnuio Committee w. Baifi 
259; London School Board v. T^lloVfir/^'?^®4), 13 Q, B. D. 1 
(1905), 8 E. (Court of JuBticiai;)^#,^^^? case on similar wm 
(S cotland) Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict^^ 62), s. 70); Marshall >. Orahamy [1907] 
2 K. B. 112; and see Pollock, B^ju London Scho<d Board v. Jaclcson (1881), 
7 Q, B. J). 502, at p. 604 ; see also note (s), p. 66, ante. 

(c) Education (Administrative Provisions) Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 43), 
e. 14(1). 


ry. 

Committee \. Bagley (1882), 9 Q. B. D. 
' “ 7G ; Oilhes v. Quigley 
woids in the Education 
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school (d). The parent of a defective or epileptic child, over seven 
years of age, is not excused from his duty to cause it to attend a 
certified special class or school by reason only that a guide or con- 
veyance for the child is necessary (e), 

132. The bye-laws of a local education authority (1) must not pre- 
vent the withdrawal of any child from any religious observance or 
instruction in religious subjects (/); (2) must not require any child 
to attend school on any day exclusively set apart for religious 
observance by the religious body to which its parent belongs (g) ; 
(3) must not be contrary to anything in any Act for regulating the 
education of children employed in labour (h ) ; (4) are not rendered 
invalid merely by reason of containing provisions more stringent 
than the other rules contained in the Education Acts with reference 
to the education or employment of children (i). 

133. The bye-laws must allow exemptions (k) from attendance in 
accordance with the following provisions : (1) any bye-law requiring 
a child between twelve and fourteen years of age to attend school 
must provide for the total or partial exemption of that child from 
the obligation to attend school if one of His Majesty’s inspectors (1) 
certifies that the child has reached a standard of education specified 
in the bye-law {m) ; (2) a child shall be entitled to obtain partial 
exemption from school attendance on attaining the age of twelve 
years, if that child has made 800 attendances in not more than 
two schools during each year for five preceding years, whether con- 
secutive or not (ii ) ; (3) as respects children to be employed in 


(d) Elementary Education (Blind and Deaf Chdtlron) Act, 1893 (30 & 67 Viet, 
c. 42), 8. 1. Eor the parent’s duty in the case of blind or deaf children, see 
p. 55, ante. The rule in the text is applicable also in relation to the duty to 
cause such a child to receive eilicient elementary instruction (see p. 56, ante, 
and note (r) thereon). 

(c) Elementary Education (Defective and Epileptic Children) Act, 1899 (62 
& 63 Viet. c. 32), 8. 4 (1); and see p. 44, ante, as to certified schools; and see 
p. 55, ante, as to the parent’s duty. As to the power of a local education 
authority to provide guides and conveyances, see p. 21, ante. 

(/) See as to the conscience clause in reference to public elomoutary schools, 
p. 29, ante, 

(^) See p. 29, ante. “ Exclusively set apart” does not mean that the whole 
day must be devoted to religious observance, and Ascension Day is a day so set 
apart by the Church of England {Marshall v. Graham, [1907] 2 K. B. 112). 

(h) Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 75), s. 74. As to the 
effect of this pi o vision and of subsequent legislation in a case where a child 
is complying, e.(/., with the educational rules under the Factory and Workshop 
Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 22), see Bari/ v. Cherryholm (1876), 1 Ex. D. 457 ; Mdlor 
V. Denham (1879), 4 Q. B. D. 241; Stevenson v. Goldstraw, Stevenson v. Gtatg, 
[1906] 2 I£. B. 298 ; the cases are not easy to reconcile. See also pp. 62, 69, 
post. 

(t) Elementary Education Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 79), s. 50; i.c., the rules 
refoiied to in sects. 1 and 2 of this Par t other than rules relating to school 
attendance under the bye-laws. 

{k) As to blind, deaf, defective, or epileptic children, see p. 65, ante, 

{1) As to His Majesty’s inspectors, see p. 12, ante, 

{m) Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 75), s. 74 ; Elementary 
Education (School Attendance) Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 51), s. 1 ; Elementary 
Education (School Attendance) Act (1893) Amendment Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. 
C. 13), 8. 1. 

(n) Elementary Education (School Attendance) Act (1893) Amendment Act, 
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agriculture, a local education authority may, by bye-laws for any 
parish within their area, fix thirteen years as the minimum age for 
exemption from school attendance for such children, but in that case 
any such children who are over eleven and under thirteen years, 
and have passed the standard fixed for partial exemption from 
school attendance by the bye-laws of the local education authority, 
shall not be required to attend school more than 250 times in any 
year (o). 

Sect. 8 . — Duties and Liabilities of Employers, 

Sub-Sect. 1. — In OeneraL 

134 . Subject to the exceptions mentioned below, a person (p) 
must not take into his employment (1) any child in such a manner 
as to prevent that child from attending school in accordance with 
the bye-laws of the local education authority in force in the area(q); 
or (2) any child, being of the age of ten years or upwards, who has 
not obtained a certificate of having reached the standard of educa- 
tion fixed by the bye-laws in force in the area for the total or partial 
exemption of children of the like age from the obligation to attend 
school (r); or (3) any child being of the age of ten years or upwards 
to whom the bye-laws in force in the area do not apply, unless tfiat 
child has obtained a certificate of proficiency in reading, writing, 
and elementary arithmetic, or of previous due attendance at a 
certified efficient school («) ; or is attending school in accordance 

1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 13), s. 1. As to what is the meaning of “partial 
attendance” if the bye-laws make no provision for partial attendance, qitcere; 
but see Stevenson v. Qoldstraw, Stevenson v. Craig, [1906] 2 K. B. 298, where, 
semhle, it is tieatod as equivalent to attendance by a child who is working 
half-time in a factory under s. 68 of the Factory and Workshop Act, 1901 
(1 Edw. 7, c. 22), p. 68, post. 

(o) Elementary Education (School Attendance) Act (1893) Amendment Act, 
1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 13), s. 1. The total exemption to be allowed under 
this rule to agricultural children must, semhle, if allowed, bo allowed uncon- 
ditionally, and not made dependent on any certificate of a standard of education 
having been previously obtained [Strong v. Treise, [1909] 1 K. B. 613). 

(p) See as to employers of children in factories and workshops, p. 67, post. 
It must be iccollectod that the limitations upon employment hero dealt with are 
educational limitations only. For powers to impose general limitations, see 
title Infants and Children, and the Employment of Children Act, 1903 
(3 Edw. 7, c. 45). 

(q) Elementary Education (School Attendance) Act, 1893 (56 & 67 Viet. c. 61), 

8 . 2 . 

(r) Elementary Education Act, 1880 ^43 & 44 Viet. c. 23), s. 4. 

(<i) Elementary Education Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 79), s. 6. A certificate 
of proficiency for the pui'pose of this rule is a certificate given in accordance 
with regulations made by the Board of Education that the child has reached the 
standard of reading, writing, and elementary arithmetic fixed by standard IV. 
of the Code of 1876, or any higher standard. A certificate of due attendance is 
a certificate given in accordance with similar regulations, that a child has 
attended school according to the following standard, namely, 300 attendances 
after five years of age in not more than two schools during each year for five 
years, whether consecutive or not (attendance in this connection means an 
attendance as defined by the Code oi 1876, and where the attendance is at a 
certified day industrial school includes such attendance as may be directed for 
the purpose by the Secretary of State, and, where the attendance is at a 
worknouse school, includes such attendance as may be directed by the Local 
Government Boai^) [ibtd., s. 24, and Sched. I. ; Elementary Education Act, 
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with the provisions of the Factory and Workshop Act, 1901 ( 0 * 
For the purposes of the foregoing rules a parent who employs 
his child in any labour exercised by way of trade, or for the pur- 
poses of gain, is regarded as a person taking the child into his 
employment (a). 

135 . A person does not commit an offence against the foregoing 
rules of this section if he satisfies the court having cognisance of 
the case (1) (subject as mentioned below) that during the employment 
there is not within two miles, or such greater distance, not exceed- 
ing three miles, as may be prescribed by the bye-laws, measured 
according to the nearest road, from the residence of the child, any 
public elementary school open which the child can attend ; or 
(2) that the employment, by reason of being during the school 
holidays, or during the hours during which the school is not open, 
or otherwise, does not interfere with the efficient elementary 
instruction of the child, and that the child obtains that instruction 
by regular attendance for full time at a certified efficient school (b\ 
or in some equally efficient manner ; or (3) that the employment is 
exempted by a notice of the local education authority issued as 
follows : The local education authority may issue a notice exempting 
from tbe prohibitions and restrictions mentioned in this sub-section 
(other than any prohibitions and restrictions imposed by any bye- 
law made by a local education authority) the employment of 
children above the ago of eight years for the necessary operations 
of husbandry and the ingathering of crops, so as to apply to any 
period or periods named in the notice, not exceeding in the whole 
six weeks, between the 1st of January and the 81st of December in 
any year. The authority must send a copy of the notice to the 
Board of Education and to the overseers of every parish in their 


1900 (G3 & 04 Vict. c. 53), s. 7). Such ccrtihcato must be granted free of 
chaige to any child entitled thereto, and the Hoard of Education are empowered 
to make regulations controlling such certificate and certificates of age, the 
logulations to bo laid before Tarliament and obeyed by local education 
authorities and managers of ceitibod efficient schools (Elementary Education 
Act, 187G (39 & 40 Vict. c. 79), s. 21). As to the Code, see p. 10, attie ; as to 
industiial and workhouse schools, see pp. 70, 82^ post; for the definition of 
certified efiicient school, see p. 57, ante. 

(i) Elementary Education Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Vict c. 79), 8. 6; and see 
note (A), p. 61, ante, and cases cited therein, and p. 67, post. 

(a) idementary Education Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Vict. c. 79), s. 47. This 
definition is not intended to cover the domestic employment of childieu. A 
father wbo kept a child at home to manage his house was held not to have 
taken it into his employment under the definition, and it made no difference that 
the effect of the child being at home was to enable the mother to go out and 
woik for gain [Mather v. Lawrence, [1899] 1 Q. B. 1000) ; nor did a father who 
kept a delicate child at home, and, by a doctor’s advice, let the child help him 
casually in his trade, but without making any profit out of its help (72. v. Amtin 
(1906), 71 J. P. 29). The proper remedy, if any, in such cases is to proceed 
against the parent, qua parent, either under the byo-laws of the local education 
authority for failure to cause the child to attend school (see p. 58, ante), or 
under s. 11 of the Elementary Education Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Vict. c. 79), for 
neglect to cause the child to receive efiicient elementaiy instruction (see p. 56| 
ante, Mather v. Lawrence, supra). 

[h) See p. 67, ante. 
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area, and the latter must have it affixed to the door of churches 
and chapels in the parish, and the notice maybe farther advertised 
as the authority think fit(6'). The first of the above defences is not 
available when the local education authority provide suitable means 
of conveyance for a child between a reasonable distance of its home 
and a public elementary school (d), 

136. Any person who takes a child into his employment in contra- 
vention of the foregoing rules is liable, on summary conviction, 
in respect of each offence to a fine not exceeding 40s. (e). 

137. It is the duty of the local education authority to enforce 
the above-mentioned duties of employers, and for that purpose to 
appoint officers to whom the execution of the duty is specially 
assigned, except in the case of employers of children in factories, 
workshops, and mines, and the above-mentioned duties of those 
employers are to be enforced by the inspectors and sub-inspectors 
under the Acts regulating factories, workshops, or mines respec- 
tively {/), but the local education authority must assist those 
inspectors and sub-inspectors in the performance of their duty by 
information or otherwise (y). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Default of Agents and Parents. 

138. Where the offence of taking a child into employment in 
contravention of the foregoing rules is in fact committed by an 
agent or workman of the employer, the agent or workman is liable 
to a penalty as if he were the employer (Ji). 

139. Where a child is taken into employment in contravention 
of the foregoing rules on the production, by or with the privity of 
the parent, of a false or forged certificate, or on the false repre- 
sentation of the parent that the child is of an age at which the 
employment is not in contravention of those rules, that parent is 
liable in respect of each offence to a fine not exceeding 40.s. (i). 

140. Where an employer charged with breaking the foregoing 
rules proves that he has used due diligence to enforce them, and 
either that some agent or workman has eniplojed the child without 
his knowledge or consent, or that the child was employed either on 
the production of a forged or false certificate and under the belief 
in good faith in the genuineness and truth of the certificate, or on 
the representation by his parent that the child was of an age at 
which his employment would not be a breach of the rules, and 
under the belief in good faith in the representation, the employer 


(c) Elementary Education Act, 1876 (39 k 40 Vict. c. 79), s. 9, as modified by 
the Elementary Education (School Attendance) Act, 1893 (o6 & 01 Vict. c. 51), 
B. 2. 

{d) Education (Administrative Provisions) Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 43), 
s. 14(1). 

U) Elementary Education Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Vict. c. 79), 8. 6. 

(/) Seep. 70,po«i; and title Factories and Suops. 

(g) Elementary Education Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Vict. c. 79), ss. 7, 28. 

(4) Ibid., 8. 39. 

(i) Ibid. 
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is exempt from any penalty (A:), and where he satisfies the local 
education authority, inspector (/), or other person about to institute 
a prosecution that he is so exempt by reason of some agent, work- 
man, or parent being guilty, and gives all facilities for proceeding 
against and convicting that agent, workman, or parent, the pro- 
ceedings shall be instituted against that agent, workman, or parent, 
and not against the employer (ni). 

Sect. 4. — Legal Proceedings, 

141. No legal proceedings for non-attendance or irregular 
attendance at school may be commenced in a court of summary 
jurisdiction by a school attendance officer, except by the direction 
of not less than two members of the education committee, or of 
any sub-committee appointed by the education committee for school 
attendance purposes (;i). 

142. Any person may appear in any proceeding taken to enforce 
the above-mentioned duties of parents or employers by any 
member of his family, or any other person authorised by him in 
that behalf (o). 

143. In any proceedings for an offence under a bye-law, the 
court may, instead of inflicting a fine, make an order that the child 
shall attend school, and that if it fails to do so the person on 
whom the order is made shall pay a fine not exceeding that to 
which he is liable for failing to com[)ly with the bye-laws (p). 

144. If it appear to any justice of the peace, on the complaint 
of a school attendance officer, that there is reasonable cause to 
believe that a child is employed in contravention of the rules with 
reference to the duties of employers in any place, whether a build- 
ing or not, that justice may, by order under his hand, empower 
a school attendance officer to enter that place at any reasonable 
time within forty-eight hours from the date of the order and search 
it, and examine any person found there touching the employment 
of any child in the place. Any person who refuses admission to an 
officer so authorised, or who obstructs him in the discharge of his 
duty, is liable in respect of each offence, on summary conviction, to a 
fine not exceeding £20 {q). 

145. Any justice of the peace may require by summons any 
parent or employer of a child required by a bye-law to attend 
school to produce the child before a court of summary jurisdiction, 


(A:) Elementary Education Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 79), b. 39. Compare 
Itobinson v. Hill (1909), 101 L. T. 573, a case on somewhat similar words in 
the Employment of Children Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, c. 45), 8. 6 (3). 

(T) See p. 64, ante. 

Im) Ibid., 8. 39. 

\n) Elementary Education Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 79), s. 38: Education 
Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), Sched. IlL (3). 

(o) Elementary Education Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 86), a. 24 (9); Elemen- 
tary Education Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 79), s. 37. 

(p) Elementary Education Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 86), s. 24 (3). 

Iq) Elementary Education Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 79), s. 29. 
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and if any person fails, without reasonable excuse to the satisfaction 
of the court, to comply with the summons, he is liable in respect of 
each offence to a fine not exceeding £1 (a). 

146. For the purpose of any proceedings for enforcing the 
above-mentioned duties of parents or employers, the following rules 
apply with respect to evidence : — 

(1) A certificate purporting to be under the hand of the principal 
teacher of a public elementary school, stating that a child is or is 
not attending that school, or stating the particulars of the attend- 
ance of a child at that school, or stating that a child has been 
certified by one of His Majesty’s inspectors to have reached a 
particular standard of education, is evidence of the facts stated in 
the certificate (b). 

(2) Where a child is apparently of the age alleged, it lies on the 
defendant to prove that the child is not of that age(^?). 

(3) If a child is attending an elementary school which is not a 
public elementary school (d)> it lies on the defendant to show lhat 
the school is efficient, and the court, in considering whether any 
elementary school is efficient, must have regard to the age of the 
child and the standard of education corresponding to that age 
prescribed by the Code (e), 

(4) Where a local education authority are, by reason of the 
default of the managers or proprietor of an elementary school, 
unable to ascertain whether a child who is resident within the area 
of that authority and attends that school attends school in con- 
formity with a bye-law made by that authority, it lies upon the 
defendant to show that the child has attended school in conformity 
with the bye-law (/). 

147. Where any act or omission constitutes an offence or is 
otherwise the ground for any proceeding under the foregoing rules 
of the Education Acts relating to the duties of parents and 
employers and also under any bye-law made in pursuance of those 
rules or under any other provision of the Education Acts, or under 
any other Acts, proceedings may be taben under any of these 
provisions but may not be taken in respect of the same act or 
omission under more than one of these provisions (g). 


(а) Elementary Education Act, 1873 (30 & 37 Viet. c. 86), s. 24 (4); Elemen- 
tary Education Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 79), s. 37. 

(б) Elementary Education Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 86), a. 24 (5). 

(c) Ibid.y 8, 24 (6). For the power to obtain ceitificates of a^e and returns of 
births and deaths from the registrar or superintendent registrar under the 
Births and Deaths Eegistration Acts, 1836 to 1901, see Elementary Education 
Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 79), ss. 25, 26. 

(d) As to public elementary schools, see note {Jc\ p. 29, ante. 

fc) Elementary Education Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 86), s. 24 (7). 

If) Jbid.y s. 24 (8). For the duty of managers of public elementary schools 
to afford returns or information to local education authorities regarding the 
attendance of children at their schools, see ihid., s. 22, a duty which the control 
exercised by the authority over all public elementary schools (see p. 36, ante) 
has rendered obsolete in practice. 

(g) Elementary Education Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 79), s. 60 ; Elementary 
Education Act, 1880 (43 & 44 Viet. c. 23), s. 4 faltering the law as laid down in 
lie Murphy (1877), 2 Q. B. D. 397) ; and see, as to the construction of the Educa- 
tion Acts with otner Acts in this respect, note (A), p. 61, ante. 




Part IV. — Duties of Parents and Employers. 


67 


Sect. 6. — Children in Canal Boats. 

148. A child resident in a registered canal boat is deemed, 
for the purposes of the rules under the Education Acts, with 
reference to compulsory education and school attendance, to be 
resident in the place to which the boat is registered as belonging, 
and is subject to the bye-laws in force in that place. 

But if the parent satisfies the local education authority of the 
area in which that place is that the child is actually attending 
school, and is under efficient instruction in accordance with those 
rules in another place, the authority are to grant the parent, free 
of charge, a certificate to that effect, and the child is then deemed 
to be resident in the latter place, and the bye-laws apply accordingly. 

Any such certificate may be rescinded or varied by the authority 
granting it on the parent’s application, or, if they are satisfied that 
the conditions on which it was granted are no longer fulfilled, 
without application (h). 

The Board of Education are to report annually to Parliament 
upon the manner in which the education and school attendance of 
children living in canal boats are enforced (i). 

Sect. 6 . — Children employed in Factories and Workshops {k), 

149. The Factory and Workshop Act, 1901 (Q, imposes upon 
parents and employers special duties in respect of the education of 
children employed in factories or workshops as defined by the 
Act {m), “Parent” is defined in the Act to include guardian or 
person having the legal custody of, or control over, or having 
direct benefit from the wages of, a child (n), and the occupier of 
the factory or workshop is the employer of the child for the pur- 
po.ses of the rules which follow (o), “Child ” in that Act means 
a person under the age of fourteen years who has not obtained 
the certificate of proficiency or attendance at school mentioned 
below ip). 


(/<) Canal Boats Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Vict. c. 60), s. 6. As to the registration of 
canal boats and the registration authority, seo ibid.., s. 7. As to the power given 
to canal and canal boat companies and owners to provide schools, see ibid., s. 12. 
As to the power of the Board of Education to make regulations for certificates 
and pass-books, and for penalties for breach, see Canal Boats Act, 1884 
(47 & 48 Vict. c. 75), ss. 2, 5. 

fi) Canal Boats Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Vict. c. 75), s. 6 

(A:) The law specially relating to factories and workshops is now contained in 
the Factory and Workshop Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 22), which amended and 
consolidated previous legislation on the subject. This sec tion deals only with 
those provisions of the Act which impose duties upon parents, employers 
and others m respect of education, and certain other provisions of the Act 
specially subsidiary thereto ; for the effect of the rest of the Act, including 
various provisions dealing with definitions, legal proceedings, and other matters 
which are subsidiary both to the iniles set out in this section and to the other 
rules contained in the Act, see title Factories and Shops. 

U) 1 Edw. 7, c. 22. 

(m) As to these duties being additional to those imposed by the Education 
Acts, see p. 61, ante; and as to the prohibitions of double proceedings, see 
p. 66, ante, 

(n) Factoiy and Workshop Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 22), s. 156 (1). 

fo) For the meaning of “ occupier,” see title Factories and Shops. 

(p) Ibid,, 8. 156 (1) ; see p. 68, post. 
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150. A parent of a child employed in a factory or workshop 
must cause his child to attend some recognised efficient scliool {q) 
to be selected by him in accordance with the following conditions : 
The child, if employed in a morning or afternoon set {?), must, in 
every week during any part of which he is so employed, be caused 
to attend on each workday for at least one attendance, or, if 
employed on the alternate day system (s), must on each workday 
preceding each day of employment be caused to attend for at least 
two attendances (/). A child who has not in any week attended 
school for all the required attendances must not be employed in 
the following week until he has attended school for the deficient 
number of attendances (a). 

An attendance must be an attendance as defined for the time 
being by tlie Secretary of State with the consent of the Board of 
Education (6), and must be between eight o’clock in the morning 
and six o’clock in the evening. The present definition requires the 
attendance of a child at a morning or afternoon meeting of a school 
during not less than two hours of instruction in secular subjects (c). 

151. A child need not attend school on Saturday or on any 
holiday or half-holiday allowed under the Factory and Workshop 
Act, 1901, in the factory or workshop in which the child is 
employed (d). The non-attendance of a child is also excused on 
every day on which he is certified by the teacher of the school to 
have been prevented from attending by sickness, or other unavoid- 
able cause, and when the school is closed during the ordinary 
holidays or for any other temporary cause. And where there is 
not within the distance of two miles, measured according to the 
nearest road, from the residence of the child, a recognised efficient 
school which the child can attend, attendance at a school tem- 
porarily approved in writing by the inspector, although not a 
recognised efficient school, is to be deemed attendance at a 
recognised efficient school until such a school is established (c). 

152. A child of the age of thirteen years who has obtained from 
a person authorised by the Board of Education a certificate of having 
attained a prescribed standard of proficiency in reading, writing, 
and arithmetic, or a prescribed standard of previous due attendance 
at a certified efficient school (/), ceases to be a child for the 


{a) For the meaning of “ recognised efficient school,” see p. 70, post, 

(r) See note p. 07, ante^ and title Factories and Snors. 

(«) I hid. 

{t) Factory and Workshop Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 22), s. 68 (1) (a) (b). 

(o) 1 hid.f s. 68 (2) ; compare Stevenson v. Goldstraw, Stevenson v. Gratg, [1906] 
2 K. B. 298, and Elementary Education (School Attendance) Act, 1893, Amend- 
ment Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 13), s. 1, last proviso. 

(b) Factory and Shop Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, o. 22), s, 68 (1). (c). 
fc) Ibid., 8. 161 (2). Order of Secretary of State, dated December 24th, 1878. 
{a) 1 Edw. 7, c. 22, s. 35. See note (^), p. 67, and title Factories and 
Shops, for holidays in factories and workshops. 

(<*) Factory and Workshop Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 22), s. 68 (1) (i.) (ii.) (iii.); 
and for the meaning of “ recognised efficient schools,*’ see p. 70, post. 

(/) Including for this purpose a certified day industrial school. 
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purposes of the rules as to the education of children employed in 
factories and workshops, and is deemed to be a young person and 
may be taken into full time employment, as is permitted by the 
Factory and Workshop Act, 1901 (g), in the case of a young person 
above the age of fourteen years (li). The standard of efficiency 
and due attendance are to be prescribed from time to time by the 
Secretary of State with the consent of the Board of Education, and 
have effect after a lapse of six months from their being published 
in the London Gozettc{i). The standard of proficiency at present 
pi escribed is the fifth standard of reading, writing, and arithmetic 
as fixed by the Code(/c) in force for the lime being, or any higher 
standard, and the standard of due attendance at present prescribed 
is 850 attendances after the child has attained the age of five 
years in not more than two schools during each year for five years, 
whether consecutive or not. Certificates are to be granted in 
accordance with regulations made by the Board of Education (/) 

153. The occupier of a factory or workshop under the Factory 
and Workshop Act, 1901 (in), in which a child is employed must, 
on every Monday in every week after the first week in which the 
child begins to work therein, or on some other day appointed 
for the purpose by an inspector (a), obtain from the teacher of the 
recognised efficient school attended by the child a certificate, accord-* 
ing to prescribed forms and directions, respecting the attendance of 
the child at school. If the child is employed without such certificate 
the child is deemed to be employed contrary to the Factory and Work- 
shop Act, 1901 (o). The occupier must keep every such certificate for 
t\^o months after its date, if the child so long continues to be 
employed in his factory or workshop, and must produce it to an 
inspector when required during that period (p). 

154. If the parent of any child employed in a factory or 
workshop as aforesaid neglects to cause that child to attend school 
in accordance with the above-mentioned conditions, he is liable to a 
fine not exceeding 208. for each offence (q), and where any person is 
employed in a factory or workshop contrary to the Factory and 
Workshop Act, 1901, the occupier of Ihe factory or workshop is 
liable to penalties as provided by the Act (/). 

{g) 1 Edw. 7, c. 22 ; but not if such full-timo employment be a breach of the 
bve-lawa of the local education authority allowing total exemption only on 
other conditions (Elementary Education Act, 1880 (43 & 44 Viet., c 23), s. 4 ; 
Stevenson v. Goldstiaw, Stevenson v. Craig, [1906] 2 K. B. 298, and see note (A), 
p. 61, ante. 

{h) For the conditions attaching to a “ young person,” see note (!•), p. 67, ante, 
and title Factories and Shops. 

U) Factory and Workshop Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 22), s. 71. 

i^k) As to the Code, see p. 10, ante. 

(/) Order of the Secretary of State, dated December 19th, 1900 (Factory and 
Woikshop Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 22), s. 161 (2)). 

(m) 1 Edw. 7, c. 22. For the meaning of “ occupier,” see title Factories and 
Shops. 

(n) As to the ins]»Pctors under the Act, see p. 70, post. 

(o) 1 Edw. 7, c. 22. 

(p) Factory and Workshop Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 22), s. 69. 

(g) Ibid., s. 138 (2). 

(rj See note (A), p. 67 ; and title Factories and Shops. 
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SXOT. 6. 
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The duties of parents and employers in respect of the education 
of children employed in factories or workshops as aforesaid are 
enforceable by inspectors appointed by the Secretary of State (s). 

155. The persons who manage a recognised efficient school 
attended by a child employed in a factory or workshop or some 
person authorised by them, may (if fees for children may be 
charged in that school) apply in writing to the occupier (/) of 
the factory or workshop to pay a weekly sum specified in the 
application, not exceeding 8d. and not exceeding one-twelfth of 
the wages of the child, and after that application the occu])ier, so 
long as he employs the child, is liable to pay to the applicants, 
while the child attends their school, that weekly sum. The sum 
may be recovered as a debt, and the occupier may deduct the sum so 
paid by him from the wages payable for the services of the child (a). 

156. A recognised efficient school is any certified efficient 
school (t')> or any school which the Board of Education h ive not 
refused to take into consideration under the Elementary Education 
Act, 1870 (w), as a school giving efficient elementary education to, 
and suitable for, the children of a school d strict, and which is 
reegnised by an inspector under the Factory and Workshop Act, 
11101, as giving efficient elementary education (x). Every inspector 
under that Act must immediately report to the Board of Education 
every school so recognised by him(y), and also schools which 
he has approved temporarily (^) pending the establishment of a 
recognised efficient school (a). The Board must, by the publication 
of lists or notices, and otherwise as they think expedient, provide 
for giving to all persons interested, information of the schools in 
each school district which are recognised efficient schools (h). 

Part V. — Reformatory and Industrial 

Schools. 

Sect. 1. — In General. 

157. Beformatory schools and industrial schools are schools for 
the compulsory detention and industrial training of children who 
have committed some offence. An industrial school also receives, 
for similar purposes, children who, though not offenders, are deemed 
by a court on certain grounds to require removal from their home 

(a) Sco note (a), p. 54 ; and title Factories and Sirors. S. 154 of the 
Factory and Workshop Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 22), contains provisions 
respecting the proof of children's age through registrars of births and deaths 
which are substantially the same as those mentioned at p. 00, ante. 

{t) See p. 07, ante. 

(m) Factory and Workshop Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 22), s. 70, 
fv) See p. M, ante. 

{w) 53 & 34 Viet. c. 75, ss. 8 (now repealed), 72. 

(x) Factory and Workshop Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 22), o. 72. 

(y) Hid., 8. 72 (2). 

(z) See p. 08, ante. 

(a) Factory and Workshop Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 22), s. 08 (1) (iii.), 

\h) Ibid., 8 . 68 (3). 
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or other surroundings. In either kind of school a child is lodged, l 

clothed and fed, as well as taught (r). The^e schools may be provided In General, 
either voluntarily or by local authorities (d). The central authority 
for their supervision and control is the Home Office (e). 

168. Keformatory schools receive youthful offenders who have Class of 
been convicted of certain offences, and who (in the .opinion of the children 
court before which they are charged) are between twelve and sixteen 
years of age (y). Industrial schools receive children apparently 
under the age of fourteen who are sent thereto by a court of 
summary jurisdiction as having been found begging, wandering 
or destitute, or living in criminal or immoral surroundings, children 
apparently under the age of twelve who are charged \Mth certain 
offences, children under fourteen similarly charged but for special 
reasons not sent to a reformatory school, and children proved 


(c) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 44 (1). Day indiibtiial schools, 
which aie distinct fioin reformatoiy and indnstiial schools (s. 77 (3)), do not 
provide lodging (see p. 79, post). These pnges, for the most pait, deal only 
with the maintenance and conduct of reformatoiy and industrial schools; as 
to the power to commit childien to such schools, see titles Criminal Law 
AND Procedube, Vol. IX., pp. ^30 et seq. : Infants and Children; Magis- 
trates. Reformatory and industrial schools weie first rejjulated by general 
statutes in 1854 (17 & 18 Vict. c. 86) and in 1856 (19 & 20 Viet. c. 109), which, 
with other enactments, weio repealed and consolidated hy the Reformatory 
Schools Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Vict. c. 117), and the Industiial Schools Act, 
1866 (29 & 30 Vict. c. 118); other statutes and statutoty orders followed. 
All such Acts weie lepealea by tho Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), of 
which Part IV. (ss 44 — 93) took their place. Day industrial schools are 
separately treated therein (ss. 77 — 83; see p. 79, po$t)f otherwise reformatory 
and industrial schools are largely co-ordinated under the title of “certified 
schools.” These schools include le form atory and industrial ships ; but the Home 
Secretary allows no grant (see circular of 19th »^Rly» 1803) until the inmates 
are eleven years old. See also Statutory Rules and Oiders, 1909, No. 328. 

(d) As to the functions of local authorities, see p. 79, post As a matter of 
histoiy local authorities derive their powers in respect of reformatory and 
industrial schools as prison authorities or as successors, under the Local Govern- 
ment Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vict. c. 41), of such authorities, that Act conferring 
upon or reserving to county councils, county borough councils, and quarter 
sessions borough councils of a certain population the functions of prison 
authorities under previous Acts (see Reformatory Schools Act, 1866 (29 & 30 
Vict. c. 117), 88. 3, 28 — 30; Industrial Schools Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Vict. c. 118), 
88.4, 12, 60; Refoimatory and Industrial Schools Acts Amendment Act, 1872 
(35 & 36 Vict. c. 21), ss. 4, 7, 8 ; all of which are now repealed), and partly 
as local education authorities under tho Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), 
that Act (s. 6) having conferred upon such authorities the functions of school 
hoards with reference to industrial schools (see Elementary Education Acts, 
1870 (33 & 34 Vict. c. 75), s. 28; 1873 (36 & 37 Vict. c. 86), s. 14; and 1876 
(39 & 40 Vict. c. 79), s. 16, all of which are now repealed). Ail such functions 
are now exercised by local authorities under the Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
c. 67), Part IV. of which confers upon county councils and county borough 
councils, in their capacity as such, functions with leference to reformatory 
schools, and upon local education authorities, in their capacity as such, fiuictions 
with reference to industiial schools, see p. 78, post As to the general powem 
of local education authoiities, see p. 15, ante. 

(e) See p. 72, post 

If) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 67 ; as to the offences for 
which a child may he sent to a ref onn atory school, see title Ciuminal Law and 
Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 422. A youthful offender under sixteen, if sentenced 
and pardoned on condition of entering some charitable refoimatory institution, 
may be sent to a certified reformatory school with the managers’ consent (s. 84). 
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In General. 
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uncontrollable at home or refractory in poor law schools or 
irregular in school attendance (r/). 

159. Youthful offenders and children sent to leforraatory and 
industrial schools are committed under a detention order. This 
order may be made to take effect either at once, or (regard being 
had to the age or health of the youthful offender or child) at a 
specified future date (h) It may specify the school (t), and must 
specify the period of detention (k), 

160. The court, in determining the school to which the youth- 
ful offender or child is to be sent, must try to ascertain the religious 
persuasion to which it belongs, and, where practicable, the deten- 
tion order must specify the persuasion, and a school be selected 
which is conducted in accordance with that persuasion (Z). 

161. Youthful offenders may be detained in reformatory schools 
for a period not less than three nor more than five years ; but they 
may not be detained beyond the time when they will, in the opinion of 
the court, attain the age of nineteen Children may be detained 
in industrial schools for such time as the court thinks proper for 
their teaching and training, but not beyond the time \Ahen they will, 
in the opinion of the court, attain the age of sixteen years (n). 

Sect. 2. — Central Authority. 

162. The central authority is the Secretary of State (o). Every 
reformatory or industrial school requires his certificate of fitness 
and must be inspected at least once a year by his inspectors (p). 
The Secretary of State, if dissatisfied with the condition, rules, 
management, or superintendence of a certified school, may (six 
months after notice to the managers) withdraw the certificate or may 


(^f) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 58. As to irregular school attend- 
ance, see tbid.f s. 58 (6), and p. 67, ante, regarding school attendance ordeis 
ISoe also titles Chiminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 422 ; Infants 
AND Children; Maqistrates. 

(A) Ibid.t 8. Gl. As to custody meanwhile, see ibid., s. 63 ; for conveyance to 
the school, soo ibid., s. G-l. 

(t) The school may be situate outside the court’s jurisdiction. If a school 
cauuot bo specified in the order, it shall l)e such as a justice having jurisdiction 
in the place where the coui-t which inudo the order sat shall indorse thereon {ibid., 
s. G2). In a proper case the order may specify a certifiod school where special 
ti*aiuing is provided for the mentally or physically defective {ibid., s. 62 (2) ), 

(A) Ibid., B. 66. 

(Z) Ibid., 8. 66. If a school be selected which is not conducted in accord- 
ance with the religions persuasion to which the offender belongs, application 
may within thirty days of his airival (s. 66 (3) fi.) ) be made (by the parent, legal 
gunidian, neaiest adult relative, or person entitlea to custody of him (s. 66 (3) ) 
to the petty sessional court where the oider was made (s. 66 (3) (a)), or other- 
wise to the Secretary of State (s. 66 (3) (b) ), for his removal to a certified school 
of the ascertained religion. Upon proof of his leligion and of the willingness of 
the school namod in the application to receive him (s. 66 (3) (ii.) ) the application 
must bo granted; see p. lb, post. 

(m) Ibid., 8. 65 (a). For a possible exception to this time limit, see p. 76, 
vast; for discharge, see p. 76, post; for supervision, p. 77, post. 

(n) Ibid., 8. 65 (b). For possible exception, see p. 76, post. 

(o) In practice tnis authority is usually exercised by the Secretary of State 
for the Home Department. 

(p) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s, 46 (3), For appointment and 
remuneration of inspectors and assistant inspectors, see ibid., s. 46 (1), (2). 
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prohibit further admission to the school (q). He may also at any time Sect. 2. 
discharge an inmate of a certified school (r). He also fixes, with the Central 
approval of the Treasury, the amounts and conditions of the grants Authority, 
out of moneys provided by Parliament towards the school expenses (s) . 


Sect. 3. — Powers and Duties of Local Authorities and Managers, 

163. The local authority for providing for the reception and Local 
maintenance of a youthful offender in a reformatory school are the authorities 
council of the county or county borough in which he resides (a), 

The local authority providing for the reception and maintenance of 
a child in an industrial school are the local education authority for 
the district in which he resides {h). There are special provisions 
defining residence (c). 

The managers of a school are the persons who for the time 
being have the management or control of it (d). 


164. It is the duty of the local authority, subject to certain Duty of 
exceptions, to provide, in suitable certified schools, for the reception local . 
and maintenance of the youthful offenders or children ordered to be 
sent thereto (e). 


(fj) Cliildren Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 47. 

m For dibchargo, transfer etc. of inmates, see p. 76, f>ost. 

?«) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 78 ; see p. 77, po^L 

(a) Ibid., 8 . 74 (1) (7). The local authority os regards reformatory schools 
for ollonders committed by a petty sessional court acting in and for the City of 
London is the Common Council; see ibid,, s. 74 (18). 

(b) 1 hid., 8. 74 (2), (7). An industrial school established before 1st April, 1909, 
by a county council acting as such, is now vested in the county council acting 
as a local education authority (ibid , ss. 74 (17), 134 (2)). For local education 
authorities, see p. 17, ante. The necessary adjustments must be made between 
the county council and the local education authorities within the county, includ- 
ing the county council itself ; and for this purpose the Local Government Act, 
1894 (56 & 57 Vict. c. 73), s. 68, applies. 

(c) Unless otherwise proved, the place of residence is presumed to be the place 
where the offence or other circumstances occurred, by reason whereof the deten- 
tion order was made (Childien Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 74 (3) ). A court 
of assize or of quarter sessions, making a detention order, must remit to the 
coui-t of summary jurisdiction which sent the case for trial the determination of 
the place of rosidonce (s. 74 (4) ). A local authority aggrieved by a decision as 
to residence may, within three months of order made, apply to the petty 
faessional couit acting in and for the place for which the court which made the 
Older or determined the place of residence acted. On proof that the residence 
was in the aiea of another local authority, the court may make the latter liable 
and order them to repay the expenses already incuriod. Until liability is thus 
transferred, the oiiginal l eal authority remain liable. There is an appeal to 
quarter sessions (s. 74 (7) ). 

(^d) I hid., 8. U (2). 

(e) I bid., 8 . 74 (1), (2). This obligation is not binding in the case of a child 
sent to an industrial school : — (i.) at the desire of parent or guardian as an 
uncontrollable child ; or (ii.) at the instance of poor law guaidians or distiict poor 
law school managoi-s as a refractory child, or as the child of parents either of 
whom has been convicted of an offence punishable with penal servitude or 
imprisonment (in this case of exception the guardians or managers must con- 
tribute towards the child’s maintenance such sums as maybe agreed between them 
and the managers of the industrial school, or in default of agreement, as may be 
fixed by the Secretary of State (s. 74 ( 1 1 ) ) ) ; or (iii.) being a child without settled 
abode and habitually wandering through various local education authorities’ 
districts ; or (iv.) being a child in respect of whose maintenance no grant is made 
by the Secretary of State. In these four cases the local education authority 



74 


Education. 


Sect. 8. To carry out this duty, the local authority may either contract 
Powers and with the managers of any certified school for the reception and main- 
Duties of tenance therein of the youthful offenders or children for whom they 
Locd must provide (/), or, with the approval of the Secretary of State (^), 
Authorities (singly, or in the case of local education authorities, 

jyr jointly with other such authorities (h)) undertake or conlriLute 

towards the establishment, alteration or management of a certified 
school, or the purchase of land for the use or site of a school (i). 

A local authority liable to maintain an inmate of a certified 
school, or having already voluntarily contributed towards bis 
maintenance, may contribute towards his ultimate disposal (j). 

Liability of 165. The managers may refuse to receive any youthful offender 
manage] 8. or child proposed to be sent to them. But, having once accepted 

him, they are deemed to have undertaken to teach, train, lodge, 
clothe, and feed him during the period of detention or until with- 
drawal or resignation of the certificate or the discontinuance of the 
grant made by the Secretary of State (k). 

Conduct of 166. Every reformatory and industrial school must obtain from 
schools. the Secretary of State a certificate of its fitness to receive youthful 
offenders and children (/), and must be so conducted as to satisfy 
the Secretary of State (m). 

Rules. The managers may make (and, if required by the Secretary of State, 

must make) rules for the management and discipline of the school. 
These rules are subject to the approval of the Secretary of State (w). 

concerned may, but need not, contribute towards or piovide for the child’s main- 
tenance at such school s. 74 (6) ). A petty sessional court can make no 

order for detention in an industrial school unless the local authority concerned 
have had an opportunity of being heard {ibid., s. 74 (0) ). 

if) Children Act, 1908 (S^Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 74 (8) (a). 

(^) Particulars and a plan must he forwarded to him as required (ibid,, 
S. 74 (16) ). ^ 

(li) They may provide by agreement (ibid., s. 74 (16)) for a joint body of 
managers and for apportionment of contributions. Audit is as provided by the 
Education (Administrative Provisions) Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 43), s. 6; see 

р, 52, ante. 

(i) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 74 (8) (b). As to expenses and loans 
for this purpose, see p. 79, post. When managers were given powers of licensing 
out children after one month (see Industrial Schools Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. 

с. 118), s. 27; Elementary Education Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 79), s. 14 : 
both sections are now repealed) local authorities, to avoid treating short-term 
children alongside child rou of different character detained for longer terms, estab- 
lished special schools called truant industrial schools. These schools are subject 
to the law which governs ordinary industrial schools, and^ have no statutory 
distinction. Model rules adapted to their needs were issued in 1897, B. 7653 (5). 

(j) Childien Act, 1908, (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 74 (9). As to ultimate disposal, 
see p. 77, post. 

(k) I bid., 8.62. 

(l) Upon application by the managers, an inspection is held ; if the inspector’s 
report is satisfactory, the Secretary of State may certify the school (ibid., s. 45) ; 
see for procedure, Model Eules, issued 1897 (B. 7653), note (2). Auxiliary 
homes are similarly certified (Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 51). Eor pre- 
sumption of ceiidfication, see ibid., s. 88 (7) ; for proof thereof, see ihia., s. 88 (1). 

(w) Otherwise he may withdraw the certificate ; see p. 72, ante. 

(n) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 54; see Model Eules issued in 
July, 1897 (B. 7653), and as to the application of rules under previous (repealed.) 
Acts, see ibid., s. 134 (3). 
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167. Substantial addition to, or alteration of, the buildings of a 
certified school must not be made without the written approval of 
the Secretary of State (o). 

168. The managers may make, or join with other managers in 
making, provision for superannuation allowances to school officers(p)^ 

169. Where the religious persuasion to which a youthful offender 
or child appears to belong is specified in the detention order (q), 
he may be visited by a minister of that persuasion, for religious 
assistance and instruction, on days, at times, and on conditions 
fixed by the Secretary of State {r). 

170. Managers may (upon notice (s)) resign the certificate of 
the school. Upon the loss of its certificate (whether withdrawn by 
the Home Secretary (t) or resigned by the managers), the school 
ceases to be a certified school («). After notice of withdrawal or 
resignation of the certificate (h), nobody can be received into the 
school (c) ; existing inmates must be either discharged or trans- 
ferred to some other certified school (d). 

171. If a youthful offender detained in a reformatory school is 
guilty of a serious and wilful breach of its rules or of inciting other 
inmates thereto (e), or if he escapes from the school (/), he is 
liable on summary conviction to an extra detention of not more 
than six months, or, if over sixteen, to imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for not more than three months. 

If a child of the age of twelve years or upw^ards detained in an 
industrial school is guilty of a serious and wilful breach of its 
rules or of inciting other inmates thereto (g), or is found exercising 
an evil influence over the other children in the school (/t), or if he 
escapes from the school (i), he is liable to be sent to a certified 
reformatory school. 

No warrant is needed for apprehending anyone who escapes (/i). 
The expense of bringing him back must be borne by the managers 
of the school from which he escaped (Z). 

fo) Children Act, 1908 f8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 65. 

Ip) Ihid.j 8. 56 (1). Tne expenses so ineuiicd are part of the expenses of 
management ; see p. 77, 

{(j) See p. 72, ante. 

{A Childi-en Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 66(2). 

(s) Six months’ notice in general, or one month’s notice in the case of 
representatives of a deceased sole manager (t6id., s. 48). 

1 ^) See p. 72, ante. 

a) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), ss. 47, 48. 
h\ See ibid., s. 87 (13), (4). 

c) Ibid., s. 49. As to the managers’ liabilities between the date of notice and 
that of loss of certificate, see ss. 49, 62. 

(d) As to discharge and transfer generally, see p. 76, posi. 

(c) Ibid., 8. 71 (1). 

(/) Ibid., s.72(l). 

(g) Ibid.f 8.71 (2), upon summary conviction. 

(h) Ibid., s. 69 (2) (c), by order of the Secretary of State. 

(i) Ibid,, 8. 72 (2), upon summary conviction. A child under twelve years, 
escaping from an industiial school, is, upon appiehensiou and summary 
conviction, merely brought back to the school (s. 72 (2) ). 

'k) Ibid., s. 72 (1), (2). 
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A youthful offender thus sentenced to imprisonment must be 
brought back from the prison to a certified reformatory school to 
finish his unexpired term of detention ( 7 / 1 ). 

Punishments inflicted in these cases override the provisions 
which otherwise limit the period of detention (n), 

172. Any person who knowingly assists, or directly or indirectly 
induces, an offender or child to escape from school or from any 
person with whom he is placed out on licence, and also any person 
who knowingly harbours or conceals any escaped offender or child, 
or prevents him from returning to school or to any person with 
whom he is placed out on licence, or who knowingly assists in so 
doing, is liable, upon summary conviction, to imprisonment not 
exceeding two months or to a fine not exceeding j620 ( 0 ). 

Sect. 4. — Discharge, Transjer, Licence, Supervision etc. 

173. The Secretary of State may discharge any inmate of a 
certified school absolutely or conditionally (p). 

174. The Secretary of State may transfer an inmate of a certified 
reformatory school to another such school, and, if the inmate bo 
under fourteen, to a certified industrial school (q). He may transfer 
an inmate of a certified industrial school to another such school (r). 

Transfer may be from one part of the United Kingdom to 
another (s). It must not increase the w^hole period of detention (^r). 

A local authority responsible {b) for the maintenance of an 
inmate of a certified school remains responsible even if he be 
transferred from a reformatory to an industrial school, or be trans- 
ferred or ordered by a court to be sent from an industrial to a 
reformatory school (c), 

175. The managers of a certified school may, subject to pre- 
scribed conditions, place inmates out on licence with any trustworthy 
and respectable person named in the licence and willing to receive 
and take charge of them(^/). 


(771) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 71 (1). The expense of bringing 
him back falls on the managers of the school in 'which the offence was committed. 
(7t) Ibtd.y ss. 71 (3), 72 (5); see p. 72, ante, 

( 0 ) 1 bid., s. 72 (6). 

(p) Ibid., s. 69 (1). Failure to return upon revocation of a conditional 
discharge is equivalent to an escape ; see p. 75, ante, 

(9)-- 



> central authority for that other part consent. 

Ibid., s. 69 

Under the Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 74 ; see p. 73, 


ante. 

(c) Ibid., 8. 74 (10). But before transference is ordered, the local authority 
concerned shall have notice and an opportunity of making representations to 
the Secretary of State. 

(d) Ibid., 8. 67 (1). ^ The consent of the Secretary of State (or, where children 
are sent to an Industrial school at the instance of a local education authority, 
the consent of that authority) is required. After eighteen months* detention 
no consent is necessary. A child under fourteen, if licensed out, must attend 
as da-y^ scholar some named certified eflicient school {ibid., s. 67 (1)). Children 
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The licence may be revoked by order in writing (e). A con- 
ditional licence may be forfeited by breach of the condition (J ). 
The time during which a youthful offender or child is absent 
on licence (but not the time after the licence is withdrawn) counts 
as part of the period of detention {g), 

176. At the end of the detention period, reformatory school 
managers exercise supervision until the youthful offender attains 
nineteen, industrial school managers until the child attains eigh- 
teen (/iV During this supervision a parent’s rights and powers are 
subordinate to the managers’ control (i) ; but the Secretary of State 
may, by order, at any time end the supervision (k). 

Managers may grant a licence to a person supervised {1). They 
may revoke it, and may recall him if they think recall necessary 
for his protection (m). A person recalled cannot be detained more 
than three months, and must be jDlacod out again on licence as soon 
as possible (u). 

177. If a youthful offender or child, detained in a certified 
school, placed out on licence or kept under supervision, conducts 
himself well, the managers with his consent may apprentice him 
to, or dispose of him in, any trade, calling or service (including 
naval and military service), or dispose of him by emigration, 
although his period of detention or supervision is unexpircd (o). 

Sect. 5. — Expenses of Schools, 

178. Out of moneys provided by Parliament sums, in amounts 
and upon conditions recommended by the Secretary of State with 
the approval of the Treasury, are payable towards the expenses of 
inmates of certified schools. These expenses include the cost of 
emigration and of transference from school to school (p). 


under eight years of age sent to an industrial school may he boarded out with 
any suitable poison until ton years old, or longer with the consent of the 
Secretary of State s. 53), 

U) Children Act, 1903 (S Edw. 7, c. 67), s.67 (3) ; and sees. 68 (4). 

if) I hid., 8. 67 (2). 

{<j) 1 hid., 8, 67 (0). Escape, or refusal to return after the licence is with- 
drawn, is punishable like escape from the school itself {ihid., s. 67 (4) ; see 
p. 75, ante). A parent or guardian harbouiing a youthful offender or child 
who fails to return to school may be summoned to produce him on a specified 
day, and in default is liable to a fine not oxcoeding £1 on summary conviction 
(ibid., s. 67 (6) ), 

(/j) Ihid., 8. 68 (1), (2). This provision does not apply to children sent to 
inaustrial schools to enforce a school attendance order ; see p 57, ante, 

(i) I hid., s. 68 (6). 

i^k) 1 bid., B. 68 {5). 

u) I hid., s. 68 (3). The manner of granting a licence is as above stated. 

(m) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 68 (3) (a). They must notify the 
chief inspector of reb)rmatory and industrial schools immediately upon recall, 
stating the reasons, and again when the person is placed out afiosh (ibid,, 
B. 68(3Ub), (c)). 

(n) Ibid., s. 68 (3) (c). 

(o) I bid., s. 70. For emigration, and in any case except after twelve months* 
detention, the consent of the Secretary of State is necessary. 

( p) Ibid., B. 73. The grant must not exceed 2?. per week for a child detained 
in an industrial school on the application of his parent or guardian. 
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Sect. 6. 
Expenses 
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Parents* 

contiibutions. 


Ratos. 


179. Parents of, or other persons liable for the maintenance 
of (q)i inmates of certified schools must, if able, contribute such sum 
as an Order in Council may declare to be approximately the average 
cost of maintenance in schools of that class in that locality (i'). 

Such weekly sum (not exceeding the declared average cost) may 
be fixed as, having regard to the ability of the person, seems 
reasonable to be paid during the whole or part of the detention (s). 
The court making a detention order (unless insufficiently informed) 
must, and a petty sessional court having jurisdiction where the 
parent or other person resides (upon complaint by the Chief 
Inspector of Eeformatory and Industrial Schools, on whose behalf a 
constable, if required, must take proceedings (t)) may, make an order 
upon the parent or other person for payment accordingly (a). 

The court making the detention order, if a court of assize or of 
quarter sessions, may remit the making of such order to the court 
of summary jurisdiction where the case was committed for 
trial {h). 

The order may specify the time of payment, or may direct 
payment till further order. It is enforceable as an order of 
affiliation (c). It may be varied by any court which would have 
had power to make the order (d). Payment may be remitted 
wholly or partly at the discretion of the Secretary of State (e). 

A person on whom an order is made must give notice of any 
change of address (/'). Any income or pension payable to him 
may be attached, after the person by whom such income or pension 
is payable has had an opportunity of being heard (g). 

Sums BO contributed by parents or other persons must be paid 
into the Exchequer ; but any excess of such sums over Treasury 
grants in respect of any child in an industrial school must be paid 
not to the Exchequer, but to the school managers {h), 

180. The expenses incurred by a local authority for reformatory 
schools are defrayed as expenses for general county purposes in the 


(< 7 ^ See Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 75 (10). 

(r) Ibid.j s. 75 (1). This sum was in 1909 (Statutory Rules and Orders, 1909, 
344) declared to be : — For reformatory schools in England and Wales, per week — 
town schools and ships, boys 8a., gilds 7a. ; county schools, 7a. For industiial 
schools— ship schools, 7a. Gel. ; other schools, boys 7a., giils Ga. 6d. ; schools in the 
county of London, 8a. 

fa) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 75 (2). 

(t) Ibid., 8. 75 (9). 

(a) Ibid.y 8. 75 (2) (a), (b). 

{b) Ihid.f s. 75 (2). 

(c) Ibid., 8. 75 (3). For afldliation orders, see title Bastardt, Vol. II., 
pp. 443 et seq. 

(d) Upon fourteen days’ notice of application to the Chief Injector or to the 
person on whom the order is made, as the case may be (Children Act, 1908 
(8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 75 (4) ). A person thus ordered to pay, if not summoned 
to the court which made the order, may apply for modincation or rescission of 
the order in certain cases (s. 75 (5) ). 

(e) Ibid., s. 75 (8). 

(/) Ibid., B. 75 (6). Otherwise he is liable to a fine not exceeding £2. 

(g) Ibid., 8. 75 (11). 

(A) Ibid., 8. 75 (7). 
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case of county councils, and out of the borough fund or borough 

rate in the case of a county borough council (i). Expenses 

For industrial schools they are defrayed by the local education of Schools, 
authority, as expenses incurred for the purposes of elementary 
education (k). 

181. For the purposes of defraying or contributing towards the Loans, 
expenses of establishing, building, altering, enlarging or rebuilding 

a certified school, or for the purchase of land for the use or site of 
a school, a local authority may borrow money, the maximum period 
of repayment being sixty years (Z). 

A local authority may acquire land for the purposes of Acquisition 
reformatory and industrial schools (m). 

182. The cost of conveying a youthful offender to a reformatory cost of 

school and of clothing him properly for admission is defrayed out conveyance 
of moneys provided by Parliament (n). clothing. 

The cost of conveying a child to an industrial school is defrayed 
by (and is deemed part of the current expenses of) the police 
authority which conveys him (o). The cost of conveying to and 
from school, and of sending out on licence or of bringing back after 
withdrawal of licence, a child sent to an industrial school at the 
instance of a local education authority may be borne by that 
authority (p). 


Sect. G. — Day Industrial Schools. 

183. Day industrial schools are schools in which industrial DeHnition. 
training, elementary education, and one or more meals a day are 
provided, but not lodging (q). 

They may be established where the Secretary of State is satisfied Estabiish- 
that they are necessary or expedient owing to the circumstances of 
any class of population in the area of a local education authority (? ). 

In regard to establishment, certification, and inspection, they are 


(t) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 74 (13) (a). 

(A:) Ihtd., 8. 74 (13) (b) ; see p. 47, a?iie. 

(/) Ibid., 8. 74 (14). The borrowiu^ for reformatory schools is under the 
Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. o. 41), in the case of county councils; 
and under the Municipal Colorations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 50), in the 
case of county borough councils ; see title Local Government. For industrial 
schools it is under the Education Acts, 1870 to 1909 ; see p. 50, ante. 

(m) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), 8. 74 (12) ; as to reformatory schools 
under the Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vict. c. 41), in the case of 
county councils; and as for the purposes of the Public Ilealth Acts in the 
case of county borough councils, see title Local Government. For indus- 
trial schools, as for the purposes of the Education Acts, 1870 to 1907, see 
p. 26, ante. As to a county council appropriating for other purposes, such 
as reformatory schools, land acquired for other educational pui poses, see 
p. 21, ante. 

(n) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 76 (1). 

(o) Ibid., a. 76 (2) ; as to police authorities, see title Police. 

(p) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 76. 

(q) Ibid., s. 77 (1). These schools were first instituted under the Elementary 
Education Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Vict. c. 79), s. 16. 

(r) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 77 (1). If the circumstances 
change, the school may be closed by withdrawal of its certificate (s. 77 (4) ). 
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treated like other industrial schools («). In other matters they are 
subject to the law of industrial schools, so far as it is applicable and 
not otherwise modified by Order in Council {t). 

184. Any child liable to be sent to a certified industrial school (a) 
may, if the court before which the child is brought thinks expedient, 
be sent to a certified day industrial school (h) within two and a half 
miles of the child’s residence (c). 

The managers of a certified day industrial school may receive a 
child under an attendance order (^i), or without an order of court 
upon the request of a local education authority, and of the parent, 
guardian, or other person legally liable to maintain the child, if 
such parent or other person undertakes to pay towards the child’s 
expenses such sums as a Secretary of State may authorise (e), 

185. The period of detention in such schools is such time as to 
the court may seem proper for the teaching and training of the 
child. It must not extend beyond the age of fourteen years (/). 

A child may be exempted from attendance on condition that he 
attends, as a day scholar, some named school which is a certified 
efficient school (<7). 

186. Local education authorities have the same powers in 
relation to certified day industrial schools as in relation to certified 
industrial schools. They are not obliged to provide for the reception 
and maintenance of children in certified day industrial schools (//). 

187. The law governing the expenses of day industrial schools is 
the same as that which governs those of other industrial schools (i), 
with the following qualifications : — 

Out of moneys provided by Parliament sums, in amounts and 


(s) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 77 (1), A day industrial school 
cannot at the same time be a reformatory or an industrial school (s. 77 (3) ). 
When ceitified, it is deemed to be a certified efficient school within the meaning 
of the Elementary Education Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 79)), ihid.y s. 77 (2); 
and see p. 57, a}ite). 

(/) Childien Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 83; see Statutory Rules and 
Ciders, 1909, 342 (England). 

(a) See p. 71, ante; and titles Infants and Ciiildeen; Magistrates. 

(5) Childicn Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 78 (1). 

(r) Ibid.y s. 78(3); Statutory Rules and Orders, 1909, 342, III. The pro- 
visions as to transference, both in general and to a school of the child’s rcdigious 
persuasion, depend on the existence within the two and a half miles’ limit of a 
school to which the child can be transferred, and on the willingness of such 
school to receive him {ibid.y 342, V. and VTI.). 

[d) As to attendance orders, see p. 51, ante. 

(e) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 79. The obligations of the 
managers (Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 6?;, ss. 49 and 52) are suspended if 
and while the parent fails in his undertaking (Statutory Rules and Orders, 
1909, 342, I. and II.). The sum is to be an agreed one -not more than 2«, 
a week in London, Leeds, and Bristol, and la. dd. elsewhere in England {ibid., 
328, I.). For forms of undoitaking, see ibid., 342, Scheds. A and B. 

(/) Ibid., 342, IV. Attendance will not be reckoned unless at least three 
hours’ secular instruction be included (see ibid., 328, 1.). 

{g) Ibid., 342, VI. As to ceiiafied efficient schools, see p, 57, ante. 

ih) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 81. 

(t) Ibid., s. 80; see p. 77, ante. 
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upon conditions (/c) recommended by the Secretary of State with 
the approval of the Treasury, are payable towards the expenses of 
day industrial schools; but day industrial schools can earn no 
grant unless they give education of such efficiency as would entitle 
them to such grant if they w^ere public elementary schools (/). 

A court ordering a child to be sent to a certified day industrial 
school must also order the parent, or other person liable for the 
child’s maintenance, to contribute to the child’s expense a sum 
named. This sum is not to exceed the sum declare 1 by Order in 
Council to represent approximately the average daily cost of a child 
ill such schools in that locality (m). 

The order is enforceable as an order of affiliation (n). The local 
education authority must obtain and enforce it, but has power in 
its discretion to remit the sum wholly or partly (o). If the parent 
or other person cannot pay he must apply to the poor law guardians, 
who, if satisfied of his inability to pay all or part, must give him 
lelief accordingly (p). 


Part VI. — Powers and Duties of Poor Law 
Authorities. 

Sect. 1. — In General, 

188 . The central authority for poor law education is the Local 
Government Board. The local authority are the guardians, or a 
school district board combining several parishes or unions. 
Guardians may either provide schools for the children under their 
charge or utilise the system of public elementary schools or 
schools provided by school district boards or schools voluntarily 
provided and Known as certified schools. A school district board may 
likewise provide schools of their own for children of their district. 

Sect. 2. — The Local Goveiiwicnt Board. 

189 . In general, the education of children under the poor law is 
l)oor relief, and is subject to the direction and supervision of the 
Local Government Board (g). The Board may make orders and 


(/.*) Such conditions mu-.t ho laid before Pailiament in the same manner as 
minutes of the Boaid of Education relating to the annual parliamentary grant 
(Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 07), b, 80 (b) ; see p. 11, ante). 

if) Ihtd., 8. 80 (a); see p. 10, ante, 

(m) 8. 82 (1). The Statutory Rules and Orders, 1909, fix it for England 
(see 342, XI.) at 2s. a week for Loudon, Leeds, and Bristol, and at Is. 9*/. for 
other towns. 

(n) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 75 (3); see title Bastaiidy, 
Vol. IT., pp. 443 et seq. 

(o) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 82 (2) ; Statutory Rules and 
Orders, 1909, 312, XII, Sums paid under the order must be paid over to the 
local oducatu)n authority in aid of thoir elementary education expenses under 
the Education Acts, isfo to 1907. The order is binding on whomsoever made, 
may be varied, and may specify the time for payment ; pensions and income may 
be attached ; compare p. 78, ante. 

{p) Ibid., s. 82 (3). 

(5) See title Poor Law for the functions generally of thp Local Government 
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regulations, which have statutory force, for the education of children 
in workhouses, and for the apprenticing of children in work- 
houses (r), and for the appointment of schoolmasters and school- 
mistresses for Tvorkhouses («). 

Sect. 8 . — Powers and Duties of Guardians. 

Sub-Seot. 1 . — In General, 

190. Under orders of the Local Government Board guardians 
must secure that children in workhouses and similar poor law 
institutions receive efficient elementary education. 

For the purpose of providing such education the guardians may 
provide and maintain workhouse schools, either in the workhouse 
itself or separate from it, which must be conducted in accordance 
with the regulations contained in the orders of the Local Govern- 
ment Board. The Board may require the guardians to appoint a 
schoolmaster and schoolmistress for a workhouse as officers of the 
guardians, and may fix their duties. 

Guardians may also send children from workhouses to public 
elementary schools, and pay their fees (if any) {t). 

191. Agreements may also be made, subject to the approval of 
the Local Government Board, by guardians with other guardians 
having vacant and suitable accommodation, for the maintenance 
and instruction by the latter of children under sixteen years of age 
chargeable to the former, who are orphans or deserted by their 
parents, or whose parents or surviving parent consent. Such 
children, generally speaking, are subject to the guardians receiving 
them, so long as they are in their charge, as though they were 
children chargeable to the parish or union of those guardians (?0* 

Guardians may contribute towards such of the expenses 
of providing, enlarging, or maintaining any public elementary 
school as are certified by the Board of Education to have been 
incurred, wholly or partly, in respect of scholars taught at the 
school who are either resident in a workhouse or in an institution 
to which they have been sent by the guardians from a workhouse 
or who are boarded out by the guardians (^'). Guai dians may make 
similar contributions towards expenses incurred by a local educa- 
tion authority in respect of any certified special class or school for 
defective or epileptic children 


I'oard with regard to poor relief, and for the Bubstitution of the Board in the 
Poor Law Acte for the Poor Tjaw Board and the Poor Law Comuiifesionors. 
The inspection of poor law schools is now, in many cases, conducted b}" the 
inspectors of the Board of Education on behalf of the Local Goveruzrioiit 
Boaid (see circular of last-named Board, 14th March, 1904). 

(r) Poor Law Amendiuont Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 70), ss. IJ, 42. For 
apprenticeship, see titles Infants and Childhen; Master and Servant. 

U) lUd., ss. 46, 109. 

h) The powers are involved in the general power to give relief in pmsiianco of 
01 ders of the Tjocal Government Board and their predecessors; see title Poor Law. 

(a) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 105), s. 6; amended by 
Poor Law Amendment Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet, o 113), s. 16 ; and see Statute 
Law Revision Act, 1893 (56 & 67 Vict. c. 14). 

(v) Elementary Education Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Vict. c. 53), s. 2. 

{ir) Elementary Education (Defective and Epileptic Childi*oii) Act, 1899 (62 
& 63 Vict. c. 32), 8. 9 ; and see p. 42, ante 
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192. The guardians of a parish or union not combined in a 
school district may, with the consent of a district board, upon terms 
to be agreed between the parties, subject to the approval of the Local 
Government Board, send to the district school any poor children, 
being chargeable to such parish or union, who are orphans or are 
deserted by their parents, or whose parents or surviving parent or 
guardians consent (x). 

193. Guardians must contribute towards the expenses of main- 
taining in a certified industrial school a child who has at their 
instance, or at the instance of the managers of a poor law school, 
been sent there as a refractory child or as the child of a criminal 
parent (y). 

194. Guardians may send any poor deaf and dumb or blind 
child who is an idiot or imbecile, or who is resident in a workhouse 
or in an institution to which he has been sent by guardians from a 
workhouse, or who is boarded out by guardians, to a certified school 
as defined below (z), and subject to the conditions applicable to 
certified schools, or, with the approval of the Local Government 
Board, to any school fitted for the reception of such a child, though 
not so certified (a). 

195. Out-relief may not be given by guardians to the parent 
of any child above the age of five years who does not attend school 
in accordance with the bye-laws of the local education authority (?;), 
except upon condition that elementary education in reading, 
writing, and arithmetic be provided for the child, for which purpose 
the guardians must give further relief, if necessary. It may not be 
made a condition of the granting or withholding of such relief to 
a parent that a child does or does not attend any particular public 
elementary school. Guardians may not give out-relief to a parent 
to enable him to pay more than the ordinary fee payable at the 
school, or more than the fee they are permitted to pay in the case 
of a poor parent not being a pauper (c). 

Belief so payable is poor relief, and is payable out of the 
common fund of the guardians, or, in the case of a union in the 
metropolis, out of the Metropolitan Common Poor Fund, in which 
case it is repayable to the guaidians accordingly (d). 


(x) Poor Law Amendment Act, 18-14 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 101), 8. 61 ; Poor Law 
Amendment Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 113), s. 16 ; Statute Law Revision Act, 
1874 (No. 2) (37 & 38 Viet. c. 96) ; Statute Law Revision Act, 1893 (56 & 67 
Viet. c. 14). As to school districts, see p. 85, post. 

(v) Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), ss. 58 (5), 74 (11); see pp. 71, 72, 
ante. 

(z) See p. 84, post. 

(a) Except with respect to the particular classes of blind and deaf children 
referred to, the function of educating such children is exercisable by local 
education authorities (Elementary Education (Blind and Deaf Children) Act, 
1893 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 42), ss. 2, 13; Poor Law (Certified Schools), Act, 1862 
(25 & 26 Viet. 0. 43), s. 10; Poor Law Amendment Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet, 
c. 122), B. 42) ; and see p. 41, ante. For certified schools for poor law purposes, 
see p. 84, post. 

(b) As to bye-laws, see p. 58, ante. 

(c) For payments for non-paupers, see p. 84, post. 

(d) Elementaiy Education Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 79), s. 40 ; Elementary 
Education Act, 1880 (43 & 44 Viet. o. 23), s. 5. Payments in respect of fees 
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196 . If the parent, not being a pauper, of a child attending or 
about to attend a public elementary school satisfies the guardians 
that he is unable by reason of poverty to pay the ordinary fee 
charged at the school, the guardians must pay the whole fee or 
such part as the parent cannot pay, up to a limit of M, a week. 
Attendance or non-attendance at any particular school other than 
that selected by the parent may not be made a condition of any such 
payment. Such payments do not impose any disablement or 
disqualification upon a parent (c). 

Sub-Seot. 2. — Cerlifitil Schouh. 

197 . The guardians may send any poor child (/), who is an 
orphan or deserted by his parents, or whose parents or surviving 
parents consent, to a certified school (^7), the managers of which 
are willing to receive him, and may pay such reasonable expenses 
of the maintenance, clothing, and education of the child while it is 
at the school, including the expenses of conveyance to and from the 
school, and, in the case of death, of burial, as may be sanctioned by 
the Local Government Board. The expenses so incurred are 
chargeable to the same fund and in the same manner as would 
be relief otherwise supplied to the child {h), 

198 . The guardians may remove a child from a certified school 
whenever they think fit. They must remove any child, if ordered 
to do so by the Local Government Board, when the Board think 
that any person is aggrieved by the child being kept at the school 
(in which case engagements made by the guardians for the payment 
of the charges of the child become void for the future), or if they 
are required to remove the child by the managers of the school. 

The guardians may not in any case keep a child at a certified 
school against the will of the parents or surviving parent, or, if the 
child be over the age of fourteen years, against its own will (i). 

199 . A certified school is a school (/r) certified by the Local 
Government Board, after being inspected and reported upon by a 
person appointed by the Board, as a school suitable to receive 
children sent there by guardians in pursuance of their powers 
under the above-mentioned rules. 


may be made directly to the school authority instead of to the parent {lie 
Darlington Union Guardians (1875), 32 L. T. 320). As to the moti'opolis, see 
p. 88, post. 

{e) Elementary Education Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 79), s. 10; and see, 
as to fees in public elementary schools, p. 30, ante. 

(/) For tne purpose of the rules with regard to certified schools, “ child ” 
includes illegitimate child, and in the case of an illegitimate child the consent of 
the mother, if she has the care, custody, or possession of the child, is sullicient 
compliance with requirements as to the consent of the parent (Poor Law 
Amendment Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 122), s. 23). 

For definition, see infra. 

(h) Poor Law (Certified Schools) Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 43), ss. 1 , 6, 8 ; 
Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 58), 
B. 13. For rules as to religious pereuasion in the case of certified schools, see 
p. 90, post. 

(i) Poor Law (Certified Schools) Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 43), ss. 3, 6, 7. 

(A) The word “ school,’* for the purpose of the rules with regard to certified 

schools, extends to any institution established for the instruction of blind, deaf, 
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The Local Government Board may, if they are dissatisfied with Sect. 3. 
the conduct of the school, after giving not less than three months* Powers and 

notice to the managers of the school, withdraw the certificate (/). Duties of 
° Guardians. 

200 . A certified school must, so long as any child sent by ■— 
guardians is received in it, be open to the visits and inspection of of sch^U 
inspectors appointed by the Local Government Board, who are to 
examine into the conduct of the school and the treatment of the 
children as they think fit, and to report to the Board, and the school 

must also be open at all reasonable times to the inspection of any 
guardian appointed for the purpose by the board of guardians to 
which ho belongs, and wliicli has sent any child to the school (?u). 

Sncr. 4. — District Boards, 

Sub-Sect 1. — Formation of School Districts, 

201 . The Local Government Board may make orders combining Unionamay 
unions, or parishes not in union, into school districts for the bccorabined 
management of any class or classes of infant poor not above the 

age of sixteen years, who are chargeable to any such parish or 
union, and are orphans or are deserted by their parents, or whose 
parents or surviving parent or guardians consent to the placing 
of the child in the school of the district (»)• A school district may 
not include any parish any part of uhich would be more than 
fifteen miles from any other part of the district, unless the major 
part of the guardians of the unions or parishes not in union 
previously consent to the proiiosed combination (o). 

The Local Government Board may alter any school district by Alteration 
adding to it, or taking away from it, any parish or union, and may anddi^iu* 
also dissolve any school district (p). AVhere the component unions 

districts. 

dumb, lame, deformed or idiotic persons, but does uot apply to any certified, 
lefoimatory scliool (Poor Law (Ceitified Schools) Act, liS()2 (25 & 2G Viet. c. 4G) 

B. 10). Por leformatoiy schools, eoe p. 70, rmie. For the powers of guardians 
Ufa to blind or deaf children, see p. 83, ante. 

(l) I’oor Law (Certified Schools) Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 43), s. 2. 

(m) Ihul., 8. 4 ; and for inspection of poor law schools, see note (q), p. 81, ante, 

(;j) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Vict. c. 101), s. ^0. 

(o) Ibid., B. 40, and Poor Law (Schools) Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Vict. c. 82), s. 1. 

As to what will bo deemed a consent of the major part of the guardians, see title 
Poou Law. 

(p) In the case of such alterations, adjustments in lespectof contributions and 
obligations are to be made by the Local Government Hoard (Poor Law Amend- 
ment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Vict. c. 101), s. 43 ; Poor Law Amendment Act, 1867 (30 & 

31 Vict. c. 106), 8. 16 (repealed by the Statute Law Ecvisioii Act, 1875) ). In the 
case of dissolution the Local Government Board, subject to vaiious statutory 
provisions, may make ordora with reference to adjustments of property and other 
matters to enable the affairs of the board of a dissolved district to bo wound up 
(Metropolitan Poor Amendment Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Vict. c. 63), s. 1 ; Dissolved 
Boards of Management and Guardians Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Vict. c. 2) ; Poor Law 
(Dissolution of School Districts and Adjustments) Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, c. 19), 

8. 1 ; Poor Law Authorities (Transfer of Property Act), 1904 (4 Edw. 7, c. 20), 
s. 1 (altering the law as decided in Morton v. Bank of England^ [1904] 1 Ch. 

664)). Per the power of authorities affected by the alteration or dissolution 
of a school district to make agreements for adjustments, and for the applica- 
tion to such agreements of s. 62 of the Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 62 
Vict. c. 41), see Poor Law Authorities (Dissolution of School Districts and 
Adjustments) Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, c. 19), s. 2 (1). 
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or parishes of such a district are formed into one union, the 
guardians of the latter take over the property and liabilities of the 
board of the district, and the board is dissolved (q), 

Sue-Sect. 2. — Constitution of District Boards, 

202. For every school district a district board must be consti- 
tuted composed of members to be elected by the guardians, or, in 
the case of a parish where there are no guardians, by the overseers, 
from qualified persons rated within the district to the relief of the 
poor, and, conditionally, of ex-ojjicio members. 

The amount of the qualification of the elected members is to be 
fixed by the Local Government Board, but the Board may not 
require a qualification exceeding the net annual value of (r), 

A district board may hold property on behalf of their district as 
a corporation, and may sue and be sued as a corporation by the 
name of the board of management of the district school (s). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Powers and Duties of District Boards, 

203. A district board is constituted for the maintenance of a 
school (a), and must, if so directed by the Local Government Boai d 
with the consent in writing of a majority of the district board Q)) 
provide for that purpose such suitably equipped buildings as may 
be approved by the Local Government Board for the purpose of the 
relief and management of the poor to be received into the school (c). 

204. A district board has such of the powers of guardians for the 
relief and management of the poor within the school of the district, 
and for the appointment, payment, and control of paid officers, as 
the Local Government Board may direct, and a district board may, 
for the purpose of providing buildings for a school, exercise, subject 
to any order of the Local Government Board, the powers of 
guardians for the purchase or hire of land and buildings, and the 
orders of a district board are to be obeyed and enforced as are orders 
of guardians (d). 


(7) Metropolitan Poor Amendment Act, 18G9 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 63), s. 2, 
which, semhle, applies outside the metropolis ; Poor Law Authorities (Transfer of 
Property) Act, 1904 (4 Edw. 7, c. 20), s. 1. 

(7^ Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 101), s. 42. The chairman 
of each board of guardians in the district may act as an ex-oJJicio member {ibid. ). 
For the application to district boards of certain rules applicable to boards of 
guardians in respect of resignations, abortive elections, vacancies, de facto 
guardians, and disqualification of paid officers, contractors, and others, see Poor 
Law (Schools) Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 82), s. 2, applying the provisions (as 
amended) of the Poor Law Amendment Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 67), and tide 
PooB Law. As to the rule in case of a union or parish which has a represen- 
tative on a district board being added to or formed into a union, see Metro- 
politan Poor Amendment Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 63), s. 7, which, semhh^ 
applies outside the metropolis in the same manner as s. 2 ; see note (7), 
supra, 

(a) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. 0. 101), s. 45. 

(al Ibid., s, 42. 

(b) See note (0), p. 86, ante. 

(c) Ibid., s. 43. 

(</) Ibid,, as. 43, 44. For the power to dispose of land, see Poor Law Amend- 
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205. The Local Government Board have the same powers of 
control and direction in respect of the proceedings of a district 
board, and of committees of the board, and in respect of the paid 
officers of the board, as they have in respect of the proceedings and 
paid officers of guardians (c). 

206. Any of His Majesty’s inspectors of schools may, at any 
time, visit a district school and examine into the proficiency of the 
scholars (/*). 

207. A district board may receive into a district school and 
control and manage children sent there by guardians from outside 
the district (g). 


Sub-Sect, 4. — JCa'pensea of District Boards [h), 

208. All expenses incurred by a district board in respect of the 
provision, maintenance, and equipment of buildings, the provision 
of school and industrial material, and the salaries of officers and 
servants, and all other expenses incurred incidentally or on the 
common account of the parishes and unions forming the district, 
are to be borne by those parishes and unions severally, according to 
the annual rateable value of the propeity therein comprised, to be 
determined according to the valuation lists in force in such unions 
and according to the latest poor rate for the lime being of parishes 
not in union. 

All other expenses incurred in the relief of any child under the 
rnanagenient of a district board are to be separately charged by the 
district board to the parish or union from which the child was 
sent (/). 

209. A district board must call upon the parishes and unions 
forming the district for such contributions as they deem requisite, 
and must give notice in a prescribed form and manner, not less than 
fourteen days before each contribution becomes due, to the clerk to 
the guardians, and to two at least of the overseers or other officers 
authorised to levy poor rates (/c). 


nicnt Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 105), s. 17. For the application, with the 
necessaiy moditications, of the rules relating to the suporannuation of officers 
of lioards of guardians to officers and servants of district boards, see Poor Law 
Office! b’ Superannuation Act, 1890 (69 & 60 Viet. c. 60), s. 14 ; and title Poor 
Law. 

(e) Poor Law Ameiidniont Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 101), s. 43; see title 
Poor Law. 

(/) i If 1(1, 8. 43 ; and see note (g), p. 81, ante. 

(g) See p. 83, afde. 

(/f) For giants by county and county borough councils in aid of the educational 
expenses of poor law authorities, see p. 88, post. 

(i) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. o. 122), s. 11 • Poor 
Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 101), s. 47 ; 13 & 14 Viet ’c 11 • 
Metropolitan Poor Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 6), ss. 47, 48, 55 ; Statute Law 
He vision Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 66), 

(^) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 101), s. 46. For the remedy 
in the event of default by guardians to pay contributions, see il/id., s. 46 ; and 
for remedies by and against guardians generally, see title I?ooR Law. 
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210 . A district board may borrow upon the security of the future 
poor rates of the parishes and unions forming the district to meet 
expenditure representing charges of a capital or permanent nature, 
upon the conditions applicable in the like case to guardians. But 
no loan may be such as to cause the total debt of the district board 
to exceed one-sixteenth of the annual rateable value of the district, 
unless the limit be extended by the Local Government Board in 
manner similar to that applicable to loans to guardians (Z). 

The accounts of a district board are audited by an auditor 
appointed by the Local Government Board. The rules with 
reference to the audit of accounts relating to the relief of the poor 
apply, generally, with various additions, to the audit of accounts of 
district boards (m). 


Sect. 5. — Grants to Poor Law Authorities hy Councils in 
resjiect of Education, 

Grants by 211. Councils of counties and of county boroughs are required 
count^ to make grants (in substitution for certain grants formerly paid out 

borough of the Exchequer) to guardians of unions or officers for any other 

councils. area, wholly or partly in the county or county borough, of such 
sums as the Local Government Board certify to be due in respect 
of the remuneration of teachers in poor law schools, and also to 
pay to the guardians any school fees paid by thorn for pauper 
children sent from a workhouse to a public elementary school 
outside the workhouse, and also, except in London, to make annual 
grants on a prescribed scale to guardians of unions wholly or partly 
in their area, in respect of the cost of officers (other than teacheis in 
poor law schools) of the union, and of district schools to which 
the union contributes (a). 


Sect. 6. — Rules specially applicable to the Metropolis. 

Nomination 212. The Local Government Board may nominate as members 
of members of a school district board in the metropolis (o) such persons as they 
Government fit,^ being justices of the peace for any county or place. 

Board. resident in the school district, or ratepayers resident in that 
district, and assessed to the poor rate therein on an annual rateable 
value of not less than £40, but so that the number of nominated 


(Z) Poor Law Amendmont Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 101), s. 44 ; Poor Law 
Act, 1889 (52 & 5d Vict. c. 56), s. 2 (5) (repoaling previous provisions for certain 
purposes) ; compare Poor Law (Scnools) Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Vict. c. 82), s. 1 ; 
Poor Law Act, 1897 (GO & 61 Vict. c. 29), a. 1 ; and see title Pooii Law as to 
loans to guardians. 

{m) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Vict. c. 101), a. 49 ; District 
Auditors Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Vict. c. 6) ; see title Poor Law for general provisions 
with reference to tlie audit of poor law accounts. 

(a) Ijocal Government Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Vict. c. 41), ss. 24 (2), 26, 34 ; and 
see titles Poor Law ; Local Government. 

(o) For definitions, see title Metropolis ; Metropolitan Poor Act, 1867 (30 & 
31 Vict. c. 6), 8. 3; and Metropolis Local Management Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Vict. 
0 . 120), 8 . 250. 
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members does not exceed one-third of the number of elected Sect. 6 . 
members ( Rides 

BDGCi&llv 

213. Guardians and managers of any school or asylum district applicable 
in the metropolis {q) may, with the consent of the Local Government to the 
Board, provide and maintain ships to train boys for the sea service. Metropolis. 
Every ship so provided is a school or asylum within the meaning *— 

of the poor law Acts (?•)• ^ 

214. The following purposes — namely, the salaries (s) of all officers Expenses 
employed by a school district board (if the appointment of such repayable 
officer is approved by the Local Government Board), the mainten- Metropolitan 
ance of pauper children in workhouse, district, certified, or licensed Common 
schools (^), the instruction of orphans or deserted children placed i'oor Fund, 
out by the guardians with the consent of the Local Government 

Board — are purposes in respect of which expenses incurred by 
guardians in the metropolis are repayable out of the Metropolitan 
Common Poor Fund (u). 

Sect. 7. — Religious Instmciion. 

215. The general principle of the Poor Law Acts is that the instruction 

religious instruction, if any, which a child in a workhouse or of 

other poor law school receives must be in accordance with the 
religious faith which he or his parents profess (a), 

216. The Local Government Board may not make any order orders of 
regulating poor relief which authorises the education of any child in 

a workhouse school in any religious creed, other than that professed 
by its parents or surviving parents, if any such parent, or, in the 
case of an orphan child, the godfather or godmother, objects. A 
substantially similar rule applies to regulations for the conduct of 
district schools (6). 

217. In every workhouse or district school due inquiry is to be Creed 
made into, and a register kept of, the religious creed of every register, 
inmate. In the case of children under twelve, the creed entered is 

to be that of the father or, if that is not known, of the mother (c). 


{p) Metropolitan Poor Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 6), s. 40, 

(7) Por asylums and asylum districts, see titles Poor Law ; Public Health. 

fr) Metropolitan Poor Amendment Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 63), s. 11. 

(«) Metropolitan Poor Amendment Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 18), s. 2. 
“ Salaries includes ** rations.” 

(t) Metropolitan Poor Act, 1867 (30 & 81 Viet. c. 6), s. 69 ; and see Metro- 
politan Poor Act, 1897 (Cl & 62 Viet. c. 45), s. 1. 

(u) Metropolitan Poor Amendment Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 63), s. 21. For 
the Metropolitan Common Poor Fund, see title Poor Law. 

fa) This section states only in outline the provisions in question, which 
exhibit some overlapping, such as is not infrequent in poor mw legislation, 
accompanied by varying phraseology ; the main purport of the legislation is 
clear. For a saving of the principle where the guardians are placed in loco 
parentis, compare Poor Xmw Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 56), s. 1 (6). 

(6) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 19 ; Poor Law 
Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 101), s. 43, which substitutes for district 
schools the next of km for the godparents in case of orphans or deserted 
children. 

(c) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 122), ss. 16, 17. 

U.L.~XII. p 
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Any question arising as to the correctness of the register is to be 
determined by the Local Government Board (cZ). 

The register is to be open to the inspection of ratepayers, and of 
the minister of the nearest place of worship of any denomination (e). 

218. Any such minister may, in accordance with regulations of 
the Local Government Board, visit and instruct any inmate of any 
such workhouse or school entered in the register as belonging to 
his denomination, unless the inmate, being over the age of fourteen 
years, after at least one visit, makes objection (/). 

219. No child, who is regularly so visited and instructed, may, 
if his parents or surviving parent, or in the case of an orphan or 
deserted child, the minister vho instructs him, make request in 
writing to that effect, be instructed in, or be permitted to attend the 
worship of, any other religious creed. But this rule does not apply 
to a child over twelve years who desires such other instruction or 
worship and is considered by the Local Government Board to be 
competent to exercise a judgment on the matter (z;). 

220. The parent, responsible relative, or godparent of any child 
in a workhouse or district school, not belonging to the Church of 
England, may apply to the Local Government Board that the child 
be sent to a certified school established for children of the religion 
to which the child belongs, and the Board may order that the 
application be granted. The guardians must then send the child 
to the school and maintain it there in accordance with the rules 
relating to certified schools (h), 

221. A child may not be sent to a certified school which is 
conducted on the principles of any religious denomination to which 
the child does not belong (a). 


Part VII. — Universities, and Schools under 
the Public Schools Acts. 

Sect. 1. — Universities in General, 

222. A university is nowhere legally defined. The term is 
usually understood to mean a body incorporated for the purposes of 
learning (Z;), with various endowments and privileges. Such bodies 


frf) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Yict. o. 122), s. 18. 
h) Ihid.f 8. 19. 

(/) Ihid.j 8. 20, which is apparently intended to replace analogous provisions 
ins. 19 of the Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76), and in 
8. 43 of the Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 101). 

(jr) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 122), s. 22. 

(A) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Vict. c. 113), s. 14. 
fa) Poor Law (Certified Schools) Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Vict. c. 43), s. 9. 

(b) The word umversitoBf originally applicable to any coiporate body, became 
appropriated to the learned Coroorations (see Pollock and Maitland, History of 
English Law, 2nd ed., Vol. 1., p. 495). As to universitaSy see Gierke, 
Political Theories of the Middle Ages, Maitland’s Introduction, pp. xyiii. — xliii. 
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were anciently founded by papal bull (c) or charter (ri), later by 
royal charter or Act of Parliament. They ordinarily contain 
colleges, which are independent corporations similarly founded. 

The constitution, functions, and privileges of universities are 
governed by the terms of their instruments of foundation, or by Acts 
of Parliament. In so far as there can be said to be any general law 
relating to universities or their colleges, it belongs, strictly speaking, 
either to the law of corporations or to that of charitable trusts (e). 
But the statutes and instruments of foundation relating to indi- 
vidual universities do in fact result in producing characteristics 
capable to some extent of classification. 

A university usually consists of a chancellor, a body of graduates, 
and students. Its government is usually provided for by the 
creation of a council or senate, which acts as the executive, and has 
an initiative in such legislation as the university is empowered to 
carry out, sometimes subject to the King in Council, sometimes 
with the further assent of Parliament. 

It is one of the privileges of a university to confer degrees on 
those of its students who satisfy the necessary conditions (J), The 
older universities have enjoyed special privileges of jurisdiction 
over their members {g). Their libraries have certain rights under 
the Copyright Acts (h), and Oxford and Cambridge have rights as 
regards their presses (i). The Universities of Oxford, Cambridge, 
and London elect representatives to Parliament (./). 

A university which teaches in addition to conferring degrees will 


fc) See title Coeporations, Yol. VIII., p. 314. 

Id) Sometimes confirmed by Act of Parliament. See, as to Oxford and 
Cambridge, stat. (1571) 13 Eliz. c. 29; 4 Co. Inst. 227. 

(0 See titles Cuakities, Vol. IV., p. 101 ; Coepoiiations, Vol. VIII., p. 229, 
and passim, 

(/) Certain universities have power to bold qualifying examinations in 
medicine, and to be represented on the General Medical Council. Seo 
Medical Acts, 1858 (21 & 22 Viet. c. 90) and 188C (49 & 50 Viet, c, 48), which 
apply to Oxford, Cambridge, Durham, London, and Manchester, and have 
Leon extended to Birmingham (63 & 64 Viet. c. xix.), Liverpool (3 Edw. 7, 
c. coxxxii.), Leeds (4 Edw. 7, c. xxxv.), Sheffield (5 Edw. 7, c. clii.), and Bristol 
(9 Eilw. 7, c. xlii-). As to women’s qualifications, see Medical Act, 1876 
(39 & 40 Viet. c. 41) ; see also title Medicine and Pharmacy. Such privileges 
as belong to the graduates of Oxford, Cambridge, and London Universities 
(in respect of offices open, or exemptions granted, to them by any Act of 
Parliament or any regulation of a public authority) have been extended to 
similar graduates of the Universities of Victoria (51 & 52 Viet. c. 45), Wales 
(2 Edw. 7, c. 14), Liverpool (4 Edw. 7, c. 11), Leeds (4 Edw. 7, c. 12), and 
Bristol (9 Edw. 7, c. 42). For the removal of the privileges of graduates of 
particular universities in regaid to masterships in schools within the Endowed 
Schools Acts, see note (e), p. 106, post. Certain degrees of a university in 
the United Kingdom exempt their holders from certain examinations for 
the solicitors’ profession ; see Solicitors Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet. c. 25), 
ss. 6, 10, amended by Solicitors Act, 1894 (67 & 58 Viet. c. 9), e. 3, and 
legulations made thereunder; and title Solicitors. Seo also title Barristers, 
Vol. IT., p. 364. 

{g) Sco title Courts, Vol. IX.^p. 149, 187. 

(A) See title CoPYRianr, Vol. VIII., p. 175. 

fi) See title Press and Printing. 

Ij) Sco title Parliament; and os to Oxford^ Cambridge, and London, 
pp. 94, 95 and 96, post 
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possess endowments for professors and teachers, whose lectures are 
to be open to the students, and for scholarships and prizes. 

University colleges, like universities, are corporate bodies (k), 
constituted and managed according to the terms of their charters, 
their founders’ statutes, or their other instruments of foundation. 

The colleges within the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge 
are governed by statutes which were made by Commissioners 
appointed in 1877 for that purpose (1), These relate not merely to 
the internal organisation and government of the colleges, but to 
their contributions to various university purposes. 

223. Where application is made for a charter of foundation for 
any university or college, a copy of the application and of the draft 
charter must be laid before Parliament for at least thirty days before 
the Privy Council submit to the Crown their report thereon (m). 

224. The Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, being civil and 
lay corporations, have, it seems, no visitor (71). 

The colleges of Oxford and Cambridge are charitable founda- 
tions, though the universities themselves are not ( 0 ). The colleges 
are subject to visitation (p). 

225. Universities and their colleges are, as corporations, subject 
to certain restrictions in dealing with land ( 5 ), but are to a great 
extent exempted by statute from the operation of the law of 
mortmain (/). 


(/c) For colleges “in reputation” and not incorporated, see Adams* Case 
(1(502), 4 Co. Pep. 106 b ; compare Gilford* s Case (1585), 4 Loon. 156. 

{1) See Universities of Oxford and Cambridge Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Vict c.48), s. 3. 
The statutes relating to the colleges having been passed, bo ill this section ami 
B. 16 were repealed by the Statute Law Eevisioii Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 39), 

(m) College Charier Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Vict. c. 6 5), s. 2. 

(n) For visitation of corporations, see title Coupoiiajions, Vol. VTIT., p. 355 
In certain cases a mandamus has been issued. See generally Jl. v. Cambridge 
{Vice- Chanced or) (1765), 3 Buir. 1647 ; see also IVallers [Dr.) Case (1735), Lee, 
temp. Hard. 215 (case cited of mandamus to appoint liegius Professor at Cam- 
bridge); It. V. Cambridge U7iiver8iig (1723), 8 Mod. Pep. H8, 151 (mandamus to 
restore to a degree) ; compare LI. v. Ihitrkk (1667), 2 Keb. 166, 167, and Lord 
Mansfield’s observations in R v. Ashew (1768), 4 Purr. 2186, 2189. Put see 
R. v. Cambridge University (1794), 6 Term Pep. 101, 107. In R. y. Or ford 
(Vice-Chancellor) (1872), L. E. 7 Q. B. 471, a decision of the Hebdomadal Court 
was reviewed by mandamus. For wiit of prohibition to a university, see Re 
Oxford (Chancellor) and Taylor (1841), 1 Q. B. 952. 

(0) See title CnARiTiES, Vol. IV., p. 283. As to how far colleges or univer- 
sitios are eleemosynary corporations, see ibid.j p. 282 ; title CourouATioNS, 
Vol. Vm., pp. 304, 305 ; 1 Bl. Com. 470 — 471 ; Stephen’s Commentaries (ed. 
Jonks, 1903), Vol. III., pp. 3 — 4. 

(p) See title Chaeities, Vol. IV., pp. 288—291 (constitution of visitor); 
pp. 291 — 294 (powers and duties of visitor); pp, 299—300 (how controUed by 
court) ; pp. 339 — 340 (procedure of visitor). In universities founded under 
modem Siarters, the Crown is usually the visitor. 

(7) See titles CnARiTiES, Vol. IV., p. 140; Coupoeations, Vol. VIII. , p. 367. 

(r) Oxtord and Cambridge, with their colleges, and the schools of Eton, Win- 
chester, and Westminster (to which the Mortmain and Charitable Uses Act, 1888 
(51 & 52 Vict. c. 42), 8. 7 (1), added London, Durham, and Victoria Universities), 
are exempt from the restrictions on charitable assurances contained in Part if. 
of that Act ; see title Cuaeities, Vol. IV., p. 140. The exemption has also 
been extended to Liverpool (3 Edw. 7, c. ccxxxii., s. 12), Leeds (4 Edw. 7, 
0. XXXV., 8. 10), Sheffield (5 Edw. 7, c. clii., s, 9), and Bristol (9 Edw. 7, 
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Oxford, Cambridge, and Durham Universities, with the colleges i. 

therein, have statutory powers of buying, selling, exchanging, and Universities 
mortgaging lands, and of granting leases for agricultural, building, Gene ral, 
and mining purposes (a) . 

They may exercise many of the powers conferred on a tenant for 
life by the Settled Land Acts, 1882 to 1890 (b), and they may 
borrow money for the purposes of an extensive list of improve- 
ments (c ) ; but their dealings with their landed property and with 
money arising from its sales are in many respects controlled by the 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries (d). 

The public buildings, offices, gardens, walks, and grounds of any 
hall or college in any university in the United Kingdom are, unless 
occupied by individual members or persons paying rent, exempt 
from property tax (<?). 

226. The head and fellows of any college having in their cor- Advowsoni. 
porate capacity rights of presentation to any benelico may convey 

tithes or lands to benefit college livings (/). The Universities of 
Oxford, Cambridge, and Durham, and any college therein, may 
purchase and sell advowsons and annex thereto land or tithes in 
lieu of annual rents ( 7 ) ; and they may augment endowments out 
of college properties (/i). 

227. General religious tests formerly imposed in the Universities Reiigioui 
of Oxford, Cambridge, and Durham and their colleges have been tests. 


c. xlii., 8- 10). As to exemption fiom the Chaiity ConimisRioncis’ juiisdictiou, 
see title CnAUixiES, Vol. IV., p. 304; soo also as to their leases, tbid., p. 228 ; 
as to their mortgages, ihid.^ p. 23G ; and as to pui chase- monody niider the Lands 
Clauses Act, ibid., p. 241. The exemption from the Charitahio Trusts Acts (see 
tbid., p. 247) enjoyed by Oxfoid, Cambridge, liondon, and Durham Universities 
and tne colleges therein has been extended to the universities and colleges of 
liiimingham (63 Viet. c. xix , s. 14), Manchester (4 Edw. 7, c. xiii., s. 11), and 
Liveipool, Leeds, Sheffield, and Biistol (see Acts cited eaihoi in this note). 

(a) Under the Universities and College Estates Acts, 1808 (21 & 22 Vict. c. 44), 
s. 21 (application and investment of rents); 1860 (23 & 24 Vict. c. e9), s. 1; 
1898 (61 & 62 Vict. c. do). 

{h) Universities and College Estates Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Vict. c. co), s. 1. 
As to investment of capital moneys, see ibtd , s. 2. See also title Hkal 
rilOPEllTY AND CuA'lTELS EeAL. 

(c) Universities and College Estates Acts, 1858 (21 & 22 Vict. c. 44), s. 27 ; 
1898 (61 & 62 Vict. c. 55), s. 3, and Sched. III. 

S See title Agiucultuhe, Vol. I., pp. 267 — 269. 

Under Income Tax Act, 1842 (5 & 6 \ict. c 35), s. 61, Sched. A, r. 6, and 
Income Tax Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Vict. c. 34), s. 5, such colleges and halls 
would remain exempt even though they may have lost their eleeraosjuiaiy 
character {Cawse v. Jyoitwgham Lunatic Ifospiidlt [1891] 1 Q. B. 685, 590, 591). 
A theological college is not so exempt {Bata v. Free (Shurch of Scotland (1897), 
34 Sc. L. it. 351 ; 3 Tax Cas. 537 ; comjiare p. 97, post). Seo title Income Tax. 

(/) See Augmentation of Benefices Act, 1831 (1 & 2 Will. 4, c. 45), ss. 11, 12, 
29 ; see title Ecclesiastical Law, Vol. XI., pp. 669, 727. 

(^) Ecclesiastical Commissionoi*s Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Vict. c. 113), extended by 
Universities and College Estates Act Extension, I860 (23 & 24 Vict. c. 59), s. 7 ; 
Augmentation of Benefices Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Vict. c. 84); Universities and 
College Estates Act Extension, 1860 (23 & 24 Vict. c. 69), s. 11, and see title 
Ecclesiastical Law, Vol. XI., pp. 577, 578. 

(A) See title Ecclesiastical Law, Vol. XI., pp. 723, 755, and as to Oxford, 
see Oxford Universitv Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Vict. c. 25), s. 3. As to severance of 
benefices from hoadsliips of colleges, see Universities and College Estates Act 
Extension, 1860 (23 & 24 Vict. c. 59), s. 7 ; Universities and College Estates 
Amendment Act, 1880 (43 & 4f Vict. c. 46), s. 5. 
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Oxford. 


abolished. No person taking a degree (otherwise than in divinity) 
or holding any lay office can be required to make any declaration 
or be subjected to any disability in respect of his religious belief, 
or be called upon to attend public worship of any church or sect 
to which he does not belong (t). No one can be compelled to 
attend any lecture to which he (or, if he be under full age, his 
parent or guardian) objects on religious grounds (j). 

228. Certain universities and university colleges receive grants 
out of moneys provided by Parliament (/c). 

Sect. 2. — Particular Institutions. 

229. Universities and colleges as already indicated fall under 
the ordinary law as to corporations (Z) . In addition each university 
or college, as a particular institution with special charters or statutes, 
may have special characteristics not capable of classification. 

230. The executive government of Oxford University (m) is for 
the most part vested in a hebdomadal council (/i), which consists 
of the chancellor, vice-chancellor, proctors, six heads of colleges, 
six university professors, and six members of convocation (o). 
This body possesses an initiative in legislation, which is first sub- 
mitted to congregation or the resident body of masters of arts, and 
finally to convocation or the entire body of masters. 

The university returns two members to Parliament (p). 

(t) Universities Tests Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 2()), s. 3. The Act does not 
interfere with the lawfully established system of religious instruction, worship, 
and discipline in the universities or colleges (s. 4). Colleges must provide religious 
teaching for all undergi aduates belonging to the Established Church (s. 6), and 
morning and evening prayer (s. 6). Nothing in the Act prevents colleges 
created since the Act from restricting their endowments to members of a 
pai-ticular religious community (A*, v. Hertford College (1878), 2 Q. li. 1). 690 ; 3 
U. B. D. 693). 

{j) Universities Tests Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 26), s. 7, 

fje) For example, in the Civil Services Estimates, 1909—1910, the following 
items appear: University of London, £8,000; Victoiia, Manchester, £2,000; 
Birmingham, £2,000 ; Wales, £-1,000 ; Livoipool, £2,000 ; Leeds, £2,000 ; Sheffield, 
£2,000. There is also a giant in aid (£100,000) of university colleges giving 
education of a university^ standard in aiii and sciences, a fin ther grant of £-1,000 
each to the Univeisity Colleges of North Wales, South Wales and Monmouth- 
shire and Aberystwyth, and an additional grant of £15,000 towards the expenses 
of the Univeisity of Wales and the universitv colleges above mentioned. 

(/) See generally titles Ciiauities, Vol. IV., pp. 140, 282, and 283 ; Cor- 
porations, Vol. VIII., p. 305. 

(m) Incorporated by stat. (1571) 13 Eliz. c. 29. 

fw) See Oxford University Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 81), ss. 5, 6, 8—15, 21, 40. 

(o) For the composition of congiogation, see ibid.^ ss. 14, 16, 40. As to con- 
vocation, see 8. 22. As to statutes, see ss. 17 — 20, and Oxford University Act, 
1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 26), ss. 7 — 10; see also Oxford University Act, 1854 
(17 & 18 Viet. c. 81), 88. 25, 26 (licences for private halls); Oxford University 
(Justices) Act, 1886 (49 & 50 Viet. c. 31) (chancellor and vice-chancellor as 
county justices). As to the Oxfoid University Court, see title Courj'S, Vol. IX., 
p. 187 ; see also U niveisities Act, 1825 (0 Goo. 4, c. 97) (appointment of univer- 
sity constables) ; Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 55), s. 67 (agreement 
for water supply by local authorities) ; Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 
46 Viet. c. 50), B. 257 (rights saved, vice-chancellor precedes mayor). As to the 
powers of the university under the Medical Acts, and its exemption in respect 
of mortmain restriction, and the Charitable Trusts Acts, see notes (/■), p. 91, 
(r), p. 92, ante, respectively. 

(p) See title Parliament. 
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231. The legislative body of the University of Cambridge (q) is 
the senate, which consists of the chancellor, vice-chancellor, the 
doctors of various faculties, and the bachelors of divinity and 
masters of various faculties whose names are upon the university 
register. The council of the senate offers to the senate pro- 
posals for confirmation or rejection. This council is made up 
of the chancellor, vice-chancellor, four heads of colleges, four 
university professors, and eight persons chosen from the members 
of the senate (r). 

The university returns two members to Parliament (s). 

232. The constitution of Durham University includes a 
chancellor, a senate of thirty-nine persons, a council, and convoca- 
tion. The senate controls the university property, and, within 
certain limits, regulates the conditions of study and examination. 
The council of the Durham colleges (itself incorporated) provides 
for the teaching, residence, maintenance and discipline of students 
in Durham {t), 

233. The University of London (a) has a senate and three 
advisory committees. The senate consists of the chancellor and 
fifty-four members (6). The three committees are the academic 

(7) Incorporated by stat. (1571) 13 Eliz. c. 29, witb confirmation of privileges 
then held under charter or by prescription. 

(r) Bee Cambridge University Act, 1856 (19 & 20 Viet. c. 88), ss. 5, 6; see 
also 8. 43 (statutes) ; s. 21 (university offices); ss. 23, 24 (licensing of hostels) ; 
Universities Act, 1825 (6 Geo. 4, c. 97) (appointment of university constables) ; 
Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 55), s. 67 (agreement for water supply 
by local authorities) ; Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), 
B. 257 (rights saved ; vico-clmnccllor to precede mayor). As to the Medical Acts, 
Mortmain, and the Charitable Trusts Acts, see notes (/), p. 91, (r), p. 92, a/i(e, 
respectively. As to the Chancellor's Ooui*t at Cambridge, see title Couaxs, 
Vol. IX., p. 149. 

(«) See title Parltament. 

(^) Founded bv private Act (1832) 2 & 3 "Will. 4, c. 19, and by charter of 1837 

g ^atent Rolls, 7 "VVill. 4, part 22, No. 1), and reconstituted by the University of 
iirham Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 20), wnich defines the powers and duties of the 
senate, council etc. (see Schod. I., Parts V., VI. etc.^ The Lord Bishop of 
Durham visits, but the Doan and Chapter of Durham have ceased to bo governors. 
As to the appointment of commissioners and statute-making, see DuAam Uni- 
versity Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 82) ; University of Durham Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
c. 20), ss. 1--4. As to the warden’s holding of benefices, see Pluralities Act, 1850 
(13 & 14 Viet. c. 98), 8. 6. See as to graduates’ privileges, stat. (1837) 7 Will. 4 
& 1 Viet. c. 56, s. 1 (now repealed) ; as to the Medical Acts, Mortmain, and 
the Charitable Trusts Acts, see notes (/), p. 91, (r), p. 92, antef respectively. 
The Newcasfle-on-Tyne College of Medicine became in 1870 the Durham 
University College of Medicine. The affiliated College of i’hysical Science 
founded at Newcastle in 1871 was in 1904 renamed the Armstrong College, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

(o) The Gresham foundation dates from 1548. Charters of 1836 constituted 
the university and university college (Patent Rolls, 7 Will. 4, part 9, No. 14) 
Developed by various other chaiters in 1850, 1858, 1863, 1807, and 1878, the 
university was reconstituted by the Act of 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 62). The 
powers and constitution of the senate, council, convocation etc. are dealt with 
m the schedule thereto. As to graduates’ privileges, the Medical Acts, Mortmain, 
and the Charitable Tnists Acts, see notes (/), p. 91, (r), p. 92, ante^ respectively ; 
as to calculation of value for purjioses of the Mortmain Acts, see also 0 Edw. 7j 
c. xci., s. 15. 

(5) Four appointed by the King in Council, sixteen by convocation, sixteen 
by various faculties, the remainder by various bodies. For the powers of 
commissioners to make statutes, see 61 & 62 Viet. c. 62, ss. 1-3. 
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council, the council for ** external students,” and the board for the 
promotion of university extension teachinpr. Certain bodies have 
been constituted schools of the university (c). 

The university returns one member to Parliament {d), 

234. The Victoria University of Manchester consists of a chan- 
cellor, vice-chancellor, two pro- vice-chancellors, a court of 
governors, a council or executive body of twenty-four members, a 
senate, boards of faculties, and convocation {e), 

235. In the University of Wales (/) are incorporated the three 
colleges at Aberystwyth, Cardiff, and Bangor. The university court 
(which consists of the chancellor, certain nominees of the Lord 
President of the Council, and certain representatives of Welsh 
county councils and county boroughs) governs with the assistance of 
recommendations from a senate consisting of professors and 
lecturers (rj). 

236. The University of Birmingham consists of a chancellor* 
a principal, a court of governors (including nominees of various 
public bodies), and a council (including the principal and vice- 
principal, deans of faculties, and professors) {h). 

237. The University College of Liverpool, formerly part of the 
University of Manchester, became the Liverpool University in 
1900. It contains a chancellor, pro-chancellors, a vice-chancellor, 
a court or supreme governing body, a council or governing and 
executive body, a senate, and convocation (i), 

238. The Yorkshire College, Leeds, similarly became an 


(r) Bedford College, London; Wye Agricnltiu’al College (see University of 
London Act, 1898 (Oi & 62 Viet. c. 62), s. 8) ; Boyal Holloway College (see 
Univeisity of London Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. e. 24), s. 1). University College 
was transferred to the university in 1905 (see 5 Edw. 7, e. xci.), and King’s College 
incorporated therewith in 1908 (see 8 Edw. 7, e. xxxix., which regmates the 
finance of the transfer). 

(d) Eeprcsentatioii of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102), ss. 24, 25, 44, 
45; Universities Election Act, 1808(31 & 32 Viet. c. 65). See title JParliamkxt. 

(e) Victoria University received a charter in 1880 ( Patent Eoll!=», 43 Viet., part 
2, No. 42), and included three colleges : Owens College, the University College, 
Liverpool (admitted in 1884), and the Yorkshiie College, Leeds (admitted in 
1887). The Liverpool and Leeds colleges subsequently became independent 
universities by charter ; and in 1904 (see 4 Edw. 7, c. xiii.) Owens College was 
dissolved and its propei ty and liabilities transferred to Victoria University, which 
had been reconstituted in 1903 (see 3 Edw. 7, c. ccxxxii., and charter 16th July, 
1903). The university obtained a supplementary charter in 1883 (Patent. Polls, 
46 Vict. part 4, No. 7), dealing with m^ical and surgical degrees. As to graduates’ 
privileges, the Medical Acts, Mortmain, and the Charitable Tiusts Acts, see 
notes (/), p. 91, (r), p. 92, ante, respectively. 

(/) See the Poyal Charter of 1893 (Patent PoUs, 57 Vict., part 1). 

(y) As to graduates’ privileges, see note (/), p. 91, ante. As to Treasury 
grants, see p. 94, ante. 

(A) Mason College (see 60 & 61 Vict. c. xx.) was dissolved and its property and 
liaDilities transferred to Birmingham University in 1900 (see 6.3 & 64 Vjct. 
c. xix.). See the university charter (Patent Polls, 63 Vict., part 4). As to the 
University and the Medical Acts and Charitable Trusts Acts, see notes (/), 
p. 91, (r) p. 92, ante, respectively. 

(t) See charter (Patent Polls, 63 Vict., part 4) and University of Liveimool Act, 
1904 (4 Edw. 7, c. 1 1). As to graduates’ privileges, the Medical Acts, Mortmain, 
and the Charitable Trusts Acts, see notes (/), p. 91, (r), p. 92, ante, respectively. 
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independent university in 1904. Its charter defines its autho- 
rities to be the chancellor, pro-chancellors, vice chancellor, pro- 
vice-chapcellor, the court, the council, the senate, the faculties, the 
boards of faculties, and the convocation. The court is the govern- 
ing body, the council the executive; the senate controls the 
instruction and education subject to the court (k), 

239 . Other universities have been founded in England at 
Sheffield (/) and at Bristol (m). Their constitutions (defined by 
their charters and the statutes contained in the schedules thereto 
annexed) largely resemble that of the University of Leeds. 

Sect. 3. — Schools under the PuLlic Schools Acts. 

240 . A “public schoor* is nowhere defined in law(«)‘ The 
name is commonly given to certain ancient foundations affording 
education of a secondary character to bo} s, which have risen to 
national importance, and to ceitain younger foundations, modelled 
upon the former, some of which have obtained royal charters (o). 

The Public Schools Acts apply to seven schools only, namely, 
Eton, Winchester, Westminster, Charterhouse, Harrow, Itugby, and 
Shrewsbury (p). 

The income of these schools arises from endowments and from 
foes i)aid by students ; in some cases the property ofenstituting 
the endowment is considerable. They are subject to the general 
law of corporations in respect of landed property ( 7 ), except in so 
far as they are by genoi*al or special statute exempted. With the 

(/c) See charter 20tli April, 1904, and statutes in scliedulo thereto. As to 
graduates’ privileges, the Medical Acte, Mortmain, and the Chaiitahle Trusts 
Acte, see notes (/), p. 91, (r), p. 92, ante, respectively. 

(1) See charter 31 st May, 1905. The University College of Sheffield (incorpor- 
ated in 1897) was dissolved and its property and liabilities trausfeired to Sheffield 
University by 5 Edw. 7, c. clii., which see as to the Medical Acts, Mortmain, 
and the Charitable Trusts Acts See also notes (/), p. 91, (r), p. 92, ante. 

(w) By charter 21st May, 1909. The Uiiiversit.y College of Bristol (incorporated 
in 1870) was dissolved and its propoity anil liabilities tranafeiTcd to the 
university by 9 Edw. 7, c. xlii., which see as to graduates’ piivileges, the Medical 
Acts, Mortmain, and the Charitable Trusts Acts. See also notes (/), p. 91, 
(r), p. 92, ante. 

(n) The teim is used in the Income Tax Act, 1842 (5 & 0 Vict. c. 35), s. 61, 
Sched. A, r. 0, with refeienco to exemptions in rc8])cct of chaiitablo institu- 
tions ; see JJlalce v. London Coi'poi'ahon (1887), 17 Q. B. U. 79. See title Income 
Tax. 

(o) See the following chaiteis Patent Rolls, 9 Viet., pait 6, No. 17 (1845, 
Marlborough, suj>2)lcmentod in 1853) ; 17 Vict., part 2, No. 13 (1853, Wellington, 
sui^plemen ted in 1855 and 1802) ; 20 Vict., part 2, No. 8 (1802, Bradlicld); 28 
Vict., parti. No. 19 (1804, Hailcybury); -10 Vict, part 3, No. 25 (1877, 
Clifton). See also Cheltenham College Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Vict. c. ciii.). 

(p) A royal commission was apiiointod in 1801 to inquire into the endo\"- 
ments and management of the seven schools named in the text and also of St. 
Paul’s and the Merchant Taylors’ Schools. The Public Schools Acts were sub- 
sequently passed, namely, in 1808 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 118), 1809 (32 & 33 Vict. 
c. 58), 1871 (34 & 35 Vict. c. 60), and 1873 (36 & 37 Vict cc. 41 and 62). St. 
I’aul’s and tne Merchant Taylors’ Schools were omitted from the Acts, the 
Mercers’ and Merchant Ta) lore’ Companies having claimed private property in 
their endowments. The seven schools to which the Acts apply were expressly 
exempted from the Endowed Schools Acts (see p. 102, post), and had been, 
excepting Shrewsbury, exempted from the Grammar Schools Act, 1840 (3 & 4 
Vict. c. 77) (see ibid., s. 24, and p. 110, post). 

(7) See titles Cuarities, Vol. IV., p. 140; Corporations, Vol. VIIL, p. 367, 
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exception of Eton and Winchester, they can deal witn their land 
only under the control of the Board of Education as successors 
of the Charity Commissioners (r). 

In the case of these seven schools the headmaster is appointed 
by, and holds his office at the jleasure of, the governing body («). 
All other masters are appointed by, and hold their office at the 
pleasure of, the headmaster (f). 

At each of these schools there are foundation scholars, or boys 
entitled to education wholly or partly gratuitous (a). 

The chapels of these seven schools are free from the control of 
the incumbent of the parish in which they stand. They are deemed 
to be dedicated and allowed by the ecclesiastical law of the realm 
for the performance of public worship and the administration of the 
sacraments according to the Church of England Liturgy (h). 


(r) Eton, Winchester, and Westminster are exempted from Part II. of the 
Mortmain and Charitable Uses Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 42), as to charitable 
assurances for the better support and maintenance of the scholars upon the 
foundations {ihid.^ s. 7 (1) ; and see title OnARiTiES, Vol. IV., p. 140) ; and from 
land tax (Laud Tax Act, 1797 (38 Geo. 3, c. 5), s. 25). Eton and Winchester are 
exempted from the Charitable Trusts Acts (Charitable Trusts Amendment Act, 
1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 124), s. 49) ; and see title Charities, Vol. IV., p. 247 ; and 
from certain restrictions as to louses (stat. (157(5) 18 Eliz. c. 6; Universities and 
College Estftes Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Viet. c. 44), s. 30 ; Universities and College 
Estates Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 56) ). They are subjected to the authority of 
the Ecclesiastical Commissioners in respect of advowsons etc. (Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet. c. 113), ss. (59, 70, extendoa to them by 
Universities and College Estates Act Extension, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 59), 
ss. 7 — 10; Universities and College Estates Amendment Act, 1880 (43 & 44 
Viet. c. 46), s. 5) ; and see title Ecclesiastical Law, Vol. XI., p. 677. The 
Universities and College Estates Acts (see p 93, ante) apply to tnem. As to 
Eton property, see also Public Schools (Eton College l4operty) Act, 1873 
(36 & 37 Vict. c. 62), ss. 2, 3 ; as to Ilairow property (transfeiTed from old to 
new corpoiutiou), tbtd.^ s. 4; as to llugby (seneme for apportionment), see 
Public Schools Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 54), s. 5, repealed by Statute Law 
Eevisioii Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c 39b At the i ©quest of the governing body 
of Shiewsbury, the trustees of certain livings as to which ceitaiu masters have 
claims, have power to sell them, and apply the proceeds to the benefit of tlm 
school (Public Schools Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 118), s. 22). As to sale of 
advowsons held by, or in trust for, Eton and Wimhester, see Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Vict. c. 1 13), s. 69, as extended by Universities 
and College Estates Act Extension, 18(50 (23 & 24 Vict. c. 69), s. 7. 

(a) The Public Schools Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. 118), defined the governing 
bodies, and gave them for a limited time coiiain poweis of making statutes 
(ss. 6, 9 — 11), which were transferi’ed to the special commissionere after 
1st January, 1870, and power to make regulations for school management 
(s. 12). The Public Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Vict. c. 68), s. 2, incorporated 
the governing bodies with power to hold lands without licence in mortmain. 

(t) Public Schools Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. o. 118), s. 13. The Endowed 
Schools (Masters) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 39), does not apply ; see note (<i), p. 106, 
post. If a governing body, in dismissing a headmaster, acts fairly and honestly, 
the Court of Chancery will not interfere {Hayimn v. Rugby School (Q(vernors) 
(1874), L. H. 18 28); and see p. 125, pci8^,as to the status of schoolmasters os 

officers of charities. 

(a) The expression “hoys on the foundation” is defined by Public Schools 
Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 118), s. 4. See also s. 14 (rights of parents in 
Harrow parish, of parents within five miles of Eugby, and of burgesses of 
Shrewsbury). 

(5) Ibid.y s. 31. As to the chapels of schools coming within the scope of the 
Endowed Schools Act, see note (/), p. 106, post ; as to Eton ch^el and tne pariah 
of Eton, see ss. 23, 31. See also title Ecclesiastical Law, Vol. XL, p. 651. 
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These schools have variously received special statutory treatment 
not only in respect of property (c), but also in respect of religion (d), 
government (e), and other matters (/). 


Part VIII. — Educational Charities. 
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Sect. 1. — In General, 

241. The rules of equity, and the provisions of the Charitable 
Trusts Acts, make no distinction between educational and other 
charities. But Parliament, in its education statutes, has both 
directly and incidentally made a number of special provisions 
affecting educational charities which in some cases require to be 
separately treated {g). 

Sect. 2. — Powers oj the Board of Education under the Endowed 

Schools Acts, 

Sub - Sec r. 1.— J/i General, 

242. The Board of Education exercise a special jurisdiction Nature of 
over charities which come within the scope of the Endowed Schools 

Acts, 1869 to 1889 (/t). Such charities may be reformed by the 

8 1 See note (r) on p. 98, ante. 

) As to Eton, Winchester, and Westminster, see stat. (1648) 2 & 3 Edw. 6, 
c. 1,8. 2, and the Act of Uniformity (stat. (1662) 14 Our. 2, c. 4), s. 18 (use of 
Latin prayers) ; Roman Catholic Relief Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 7), s. 16 (no 
Roman Catholic may hold office). As to Eton chapel, see p. 98, ante. As to 
advowsons, see note (r) on p. 98, ' 

(c) A dean may not be Provost of Eton, Warden of Winchester, or master of 
Charterhouse (Pluralities Act, 1850 (13 & 14 Vict. c. 98), s. 6). As to West- 
minster, see Public Schools Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 118), s. 6 (incorpora- 
tion) ; s. 20 (miscellaneous provisions of management) ; amended by Public 
Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Vict. c. 58), s. 3 (status of Dean and Chapter of West- 
minster saved). As to Charterhouse, see Public Schools Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. 
c. 1 18), s. 29 (change of name and saving as to private Act, 30 & 31 Vict. c. viii.) 

As to Harrow, see Public Schools (Shrewsbury and Hariow Property) Act, 1872 
(36 & 37 Vict. c. 41), ss. 2, 5 (incorporation). 

(/) Provision exists for the possible removal from its present site of 
Westminster (Public Schools Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. o. 118), ss. 20 (16), 32) ). 

As to Shrewsbury, see s. 26. 

(g) For the rules of equity relating to charities, and the provisions of the 
Charitable Trusts Acts, see title CnAuiiiES, Vol, IV., p. 101. For the Grammar 
Schools Act, 1810 (3 & 4 Vict c. 77), see p. 116, •poet. For Lord Cranworth’s Act, 
see p. 116, post. For further s])ecial poweis of the Chaiity Commissioners and 
the Board of Education, see p. 115, post. For provisions in the Education Acts 
incidentally affecting charities, see pp. 28, 39, 40. 

ih) The Acts are the Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Vict. c. 56) (the 
principal Act); the Endow^ed Schools Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Vict. c. 87); the 
Endowed Schools Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Vict, c, 87) ; the Welsh Intermediate 
Education Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Vict. c. 40). The Endowed Schools (Masters) Act, 

1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 39), is not strictly one of the Endowed Schools Acts, but (s. 4) 
may be cited with them (see note ((/), p. 106, post). For the Welsh Intermediate 
Education Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Vict. c. 40), and the special provisions in it 
modifying and extending the Endowed Schools Acts in the case of Wales, see 
p. Ill, post. For the citation of the Acts as the Endowed Schools Acts, 1869 — 

1889, seethe Short Titles Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Vict. c. 1*4); the Welsh Inter-' 
mediate Education Act, 1889 (62 & 63 Vict. c. 60), s. 1 ; and the Endowed 
Schools (Masters) Act (8 Edw. 7, c, 39), s. 4. The principal Act (Endowed 
Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Vict. c. 56), ss. 31 and 59) gave power to establish a 
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Board exercising for that purpose a wider discretion than is permitted 
to them in the case of other educational charities. The express 
object of this special jurisdiction is to render the charities in 
question most conducive to the advancement of the education 
promoted theieby, and for tliat object the Board may alter, and 
add to, existing trusts, and make new trusts; consolidate and 
divide charities ; and deal with the constitution, rights, and powers 
of their governing bodies (i). 

The method of exercising these powers is by schemes made in 
accordance with a prescribed procedure and subject to prescribed 
rights of appeal (k), A scheme, when duly completed, has the same 
force as if it had been included in the Acts(/), but may be altered 
by an amending scheme made in accordance with and subject to the 


body of special commissioTicrs for lb© purpose of making schemes under the 
Act, and limited the diiiation of their juiisdiction to 31bt l)ccembcT, 1872, 
giving power to extend it by Order in Council for another >ear. It was extended 
to the end of 1874 by the Endowed Schools Act, 1873 (3G & 37 Vict. c. 67), 
B. 17. I3y 88. 1,6 of the Endowed Schools Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Vict. c. 87), the 
powers of the special commissioners were vested in the Chanty Commissioners, 
the special commissioners were abolished, and the duration of the powers was 
extended for five years to the 31st December, 1879. Since that date they 
have been continued annually for one year under the Expiring Laws Con- 
tinuance Act. The powers of the Charity Commissioners in respect of charities 
solely educational (including powers under the Endowed Schools Acts) 
are now exeicisod by the Board of Education ; see p. 13, ante. For the 
powers under the Endowed Schools Acts (still cxeicised by the Chanty Commis- 
sioners) to ajiply to educational purposes ceitaiu non -educational charities 
and to apportion charities paitly non-educntional, see pp. 104, 115, post. 

(f) Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Vict. c. 56), ss. 9, 10, the terms of 
which imply that the principle of q/-j>rh need not he enfoiced stiictly. Thus 
endowments previously used to maintain schools in a paiticular paiish can bo 
converted to supplying exhibitions for the benefit of areas outside the paiish 
{lie St. Leonard, Shoreditch, Puroihial Sihooh (188*1), 10 App. Cas. 301, V. C.), 
and the site of a school can he removed fiom one parish to another {Re Uem'^worth 
Flee Chamwar School and Hospital and Rainslq/ (irawmar School {\ SSI), 12 App. 
Cas. 444, P. C.). The Acts are “highly remedial,” see per Lord Hatuerley, 
L.C., cited in note (r), p. 101, post. The preamble of the Act of 1869 must also 
be taken into account as indicating the principles on which the Itoard should 
act, e.g., to cany out the main designs of the founder of an endowed school by 
putting a libel al education within tlie reach of all classes of childicn in a mannejr 
not possible without special statutory facilities. For the principles, including 
that of cy-pres governing the jurisdiction of the Board of Education and the 
Charity Commissioners to make schemes in respect of chaiitiis in general, see 
note {g) on p. 99, ante, and title Cjiauities, Vol. IV., iip. 190, 302. The latter 
jurisdiction, generally speaking, so far as not merely inquisitorial, is the same 
as that of a judge in chambeis, and is, thoiofore, subject to the principle of 
cy-prbs. 

{Ic) For the procedure for making schemes, see p. 109, post ; and for appoaU, 
seep. 110, po5^. The Board of Education may insert in any scheme all pro- 
visions which they think necessary for carrying out its objects (Endowed Schools 
Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Vict. c. 56), s. 23) ; e.g., they may insert a clause providing 
that questions arising under the scheme shall be referred to and dotei mined by 
the Board of Education {lie Hodgson's School (1878), 3 App. Cas. 857, P. C. See 
also R. V. Charity Commissioners for England and Wales, [1897] 1 Q. B. 407, 
and R. v. Wilson, [1888] W. N. 12). 

(Z) Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Vict. c. 56), s. 45 ; it is further 
expressly provided that persons acquiring interests or privileges in respect of an 
endowment or an endowed school do so subject to the conditions of any scheme 
made under the Act {ibid., s. 65; and compare Endowed Schools Act, 1865 
(31 & 82 Vict. c. 32), ss. 2, 4, 5, note (Z), p. 102, post). 
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same provisions as an original scheme (m). During the continuance 
of the powers to make schemes under the Acts the court may not, 
without the consent of the Board of Education, make any new 
scheme with respect to an endowment subject to those powers, 
or appoint new trustees (71), and no alteration or enlargement of 
school premises forming part of an endowment within the scope of 
the Acts may be made, except by way of maintenance or repair, 
without the consent in writing of the Board of Education, or under 
the authority of a scheme ( 0 ). 

The compulsory powers which the Board of Education exercise 
in their jurisdiction under the Charitable Trusts Act with reference 
to the production of documents, the interrogation and attendance 
of witnesses, and with reference to evidence are applicable to their 
jurisdiction under the Endowed Schools ActB(p). 

The Board of Education must make an annual report to His 
Majesty of their proceedings under the Endowed Schools Acts. 
The report must be laid before Parliament, and must describe all 
schemes not laid before Parliament which have been approved by 
His Majesty in Council during the year (q). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Charities to which the Acts apply, 

243. The classes of charities to which the special powers of the 
Board of Education apply are limited in various ways (r). 

244. A charity must, to be subject to those powers, be an 
educational endow^ment within the meaning of the Acts, and 
educational endowment, for that purpose, means property of any 
kind (real, personal, or mixed) subject to charitable trusts for the 
purpose of education at school of boys or girls, or for the purpose 
of exhibitions tenable at a school or university or elsewhere, and 
whether applied in the shape of payments to governors, teachers, 
officers, scholars, or parents of scholars, or in the shape of school 
apparatus, or otherwise (s). 


(?;i) Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Vict. c. 56), s. 44. Provision may 
also bo mado in a s(;heino for its alteration by a scheme made by the Board of 
Education under their ordinary juiisdiction under the Charitable Trusts Act, 
but not so as to contravene any of the rules of the Endowed Schools Acts 
s 28 ; and see AV Sutkm Coldfield Grammar School (1881), 7 App. Cas. 91,P. C. ; 
Be JJei Jchamsled Grammar School^ [1908] 2 Ch. 25). 

(n) Endowed Schools Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Vict. c. 87), s. 6. 
fo) Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Vict. c. 56), s. 55. 

( p) Ihid.y 8. 49. See p. 13, ante^ and title CiiAurriES, Vol. IV., p. 309. 

(7) Endowed Schools Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Vict. c. 87), s. 16, as varied by Order 
in Couiuil, 11th August, 1902, Statutory Rules and Orders Revised, Vol. IV., 
Education, England ; see p. 14, ante, 

(r) I apprehend that the first intent of the legislature in framing this Act, 
which is a highly remedial Act, was that the commissioners should have the 
largest possible powers ; and those general words were used lest anything which 
might have escaped the attention of the legislature should afterwards be found 
unprotected by the supervision and care of the commissioners. Having given 
these extensive powers, the legislature proceeded to make certain exceptions, 
the intention being obviously that everything not immediately in the contem- 
plation of the legislature should not escape, and that nothing should escape 
except things to which the attention of the legislature was expressly directed 
(Re Meyricke Fund (1872), 7 Ch. App, 500, per Lord Hatherley, L.C., at 
pp. 502, 503). 

(a) Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Vict. c. 66), as. 4, 6. For decisions 
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245. The occasion of passing the principal Act was the report of 
the Schools Inquiry Commission made in 1867, and the scope of 
the Act must, it would appear, be construed with reference to the 
mischiefs disclosed by that report, which is expressly referred to in 
the preamble of the principal Act(t). The Board’s powers, 
moreover in their origin were temporary, and only now exist in 
virtue of an annual renewal under the Expiring Laws Continuance 
Act (w). It may therefore be inferred — the inference has in fact 
been adopted by the Board and the Charity Commissioners — that 
the Board’s special powers do not apply to any charity founded after 
the 2nd August, 1869, the date of the passing of the principal 
Act (v). Those powers are, moreover, expressly made applicable 
to charities founded after 2nd August, 1819, only with the consent 
of the governing body (w). 

246. Nothing in the Endowed Schools Acts, 1869 to 1889, 
applies to Eton, Winchester, Westminster, Charterhouse, Harrow, 
Eugby, Shrewsbury, or their endowments (:c). 

illustrating the definition, compare Tie llemsiuorth Free Grammar School and 
Hospital and Barnsley Grammar School (1887), 12 App. Cas. 444, P. C; Ue 
Hodgson's School (1878), 3 App. Ca.s. 857, P. 0. ; lie Mcyriche Fund (1872), 
7 Ch. App. 600. An endow^ school is one which is, or if not in abeyance 
would be, wholly or partly maintained by means of any endowment, but the 
mere fact that exhibitions are attached to a school does not make it an 
endowed school {%bid.y s. 6 ; and see A,~G. v. Christ Churchy Oxford [Dean and 
Chapter), [1894] 3 Ch. 624). For the definition of exhibition, see ibid,, s. 7. 
For tbe application of the Acts to the Crown and the Duchy of Lancaster, 
see Endowed Schools Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 87), s. 4. 

[t) Endowed Schools Act, 18()9 (32 & 33 Vict. c. 56). The legislation affect- 
ing educational charities which preceded the lOndowed Schools Acts needs to 
be considered generally in connection with those Acts ; compare (1) the Oi ainmar 
Schools Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Vict. o. 77) (see p. 116, post) ; (2) the Acts constituting 
the Charity Commissioners (for these see title CnAUiTiES, Yol. lY., p. 302) ; 

g the Endowed Schools Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Yict. c. 11) (see p. 116, post)', 
the Public Schools Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Yict. c. 118), and amending Acts (see 
p. 97, ante); (5) the Endowed Schools Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Yict. c. 32) (an Act to 
prevent the creation of vested interests pending the passing of the Endowed 
Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Yict. c. 56), continued in force by 38 & 39 Yict. c. 29). 

[u) See note [h), p. 99, ante. Only the powers to make schemes are temporary, 
but these powers, and the provisions consequential upon them, constitute the sub- 
stance of the Acts ; for some of the permanent provisions, see p. 106, post. 

(v) The Board’s practice is supported by an opinion of the law officers of the 
Crown given with reference to a case submitted by the Charity Commissioners 
in 1899, and cited in the Forty-seventh Ileport of the Commissioners at 
p. 67. 

(m;) Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Yict. c. 56), s. 14. The term 
“ governing body” is defined in the Endowed Schools Acts, and means, genor- 
filly speaking, the persons managing and controlling the endowment other than 
a master of the school (Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Yict. c. 56), s. 7 ; 
and see Be Christ's Hospital (1889), 15 App. Cas. 172, 185, P. 0.). A governing 
body may act through a majority of the members of the body present at a duly 
constituted meeting [ibid., s. 64). For a case where endowments given within 
fifty years had been expended upon improving property given earlier, see Be 
Christ's Hospital, supra, and p. 105, post, A scheme of the Court of Chancery 
is not an original gift to charitable trusts within the meaning of s. 14 of the 
Act [Boss V. Charity Commissioners (1885^, 7 App. Cas. 463, P. 0.). The section 
leaves the jurisdiction of the Court of Chancery as to endowments within the 
fifty years entirely unaffected (A.-G. v. Christ's Hospital [Governors), [1896] 1 
Ch.,879, 883). 

(®) Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Vict. c. 66), s. 8 ; and see p. 97, 
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247. The fol]o\ving classes of charities are also expressly ex- Heot. 2. 

eluded from tlie Acts and from the Board’s powers thereunder, but Powers 

not from the Endowed Schools (Masters) Act, 1908 (y) : — (1) Any under the 
school which on the 1st January, 1869, was maintained wholly Endowed 
or partly out of annual voluntary contributions and had no endow- Schools 
meiit except the school premises (- 2 ;) ; (2) any school (and its endow- 

ment) which, at the date of the passing of the principal Act (2nd Further 
August, 1869), w^as in receipt of an annual parliamentary grant, but exceptions, 
not including any grammar school (a), or any school of which only 
one department received such a grant ; (3) any school which, on the 
5th August, 1873, was an elementary school as defined by the 
Elementary Education Act, 1870, and of which the endowments did 
not then exceed ^100 yearly calculated upon a prescribed basis, and 
which was neither a grammar school nor a department of a grammar 
school (b ) ; (4) any school (unless otheiwise subject to the Acts) 
maintained out of an endowment the income of which is applicable, 
at the option of the governing body, to non-educational purposes, 
and that endowment (c) ; (5) any school (unless otherwise subject 
to the Acts) assisted by an endowment the income of which is 
applicable, at the option of the governing body, to some other 
school (d) ; (6) any endowment applicable and applied solely to 
the education of the ministers of any church or religious denomina- 
tion, or for teaching any particular profession, and any school 
which is assisted by any such endowment (f^; (7) any school which, 
during the six months prior to the 1st January, 1869, was used solely 
for the education of choristers, and its endowment, if applicable 
solely for the purpose of such education (/). 

248. The following charities are excluded from the Board’s powers Partial 
under the Acts to alter the constitution of the governing body, exceptions, 
unless that body or otlier authority consent to the Board’s juris- 
diction being exercised in that regard : — (1) Any school wholly or 


antf‘. As to what is an endowment of one of these schools, see A,~G, v* 
Christ Churchy Oxford {Dean and Chapter)^ [1894] 3 Oh. 624. 

(?/) Compare s. 3 of lindowod Schools (Masters) Act, 1908 (8 Bdw. 7, c. 39), 
and note (d), p. 106, The Act, which req^uires masters to be in the 

employment of the governing body, is permanent in character, and relates to all 
endowed schools, except the seven great public schools, and any public elemen- 
tary school. 

( 2 ) Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 56), s. 8. 

(a) I.e.y as dchiied by the Grammar Schools Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet. c. 77). 

{h) Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 56), s. 8 ; Endowed Schools 
Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Vict. c. 87), s. 3 (the proviso to which affords a means 
by which the Acts can be ajiplied to certain of the excluded cases at the 
option of the governing body). These two classes of endowments, being in 
substance endowments for elementary education, are the subject-matter of the 
jurisdiction of the Board of Education under s. 76 of the Elementary Education 
Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Vict. c. 75) ; see p. 115, post. A certificate of the Board of 
Education that a school of the former class was in receipt of a parliamentary 
grant, or that a school is within the latter class, is conclusive {ibid., s. 75; and 
Endowed Schools Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Vict c. 87), s. 3). 

(c) Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Vict. c. 66), s. 8 (4) ; and compare Be 
Christie Hospital (1889), 16 App. Oas. 172, P. 0. 

(d) Ibid., s. 8 (5). 

(e) I bid., s. 8 (6) 

(/ ) / W., B. 8 (7). 
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partly maintained out of the endowment, or forming part of the 
foundation of any cathedral or collegiate church (in such cases the 
consent required is that of the dean and chapter) ; (2) any school 
of which the governing body is subject to the jurisdiction of the 
governing body of the Quakers, or of the congregation of Moravians; 
(8) any school forming part of the foundation of any college in 
Oxford or Cambridge (in such cases the consent of the college is 
required) (g), 

249. An exhibition forming part of the foundation of any such 
college is also excluded from the Board’s jurisdiction under the Acts, 
unless the college consent, or unless the exhibition be restricted to 
some school or district (/i). In the case of any exhibition which is 
subject to any restriction making it tenable only at a particular 
college or hall in any university, and is payable out of property 
held by the college, or by the university in trust for tho college or 
hall (and otherwise than as the governing body of a school or as a 
bare trustee), a scheme abolishing the restriction cannot be made, 
if not less than two-tliirds of the governing body of the college or 
hall dissent in writing (i). 

250. Certain other classes of charities are granted a partial 
exemption from the Board’s jurisdiction in respect of certain of 
the provisions of the Acts which relate to religious conditions and 
qualifications (k), 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Apportionment of Mixed Charities, 

251. Mixed endowments are of three kinds: — 

(1) Any endowment of which part is subject to trusts which do 
not come within the definition of an educational endowment for Iho 
purposes of the Endowed Schools Acts. A scheme dealing with 
such an endowment must follow detailed rules prescribed for its 
apportionment, unless the governing body assent to their being 
waived. The part of the endowment which is not within the 
definition must not be diverted from its trusts, and is to be 
ascertained by the Board of Education, subject to an appeal to the 
Privy Council, upon a prescribed basis of calculation. Where that 
part of the endowment exceeds one half, the governing body must 
not, in respect of its non-educational purposes, be altered by the 
scheme. Subject to the rules prescribed, the Board may deal with 
the endowment as though the whole were an educational endowment 
within the definition (Q. 

(^r) Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 56), s. 14. Eor the power of 
the Board of Education to include in schemes relating to cathedral schools, with 
the consent of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, provisions for increased endow- 
ments from the Commissioners, see tftid., s. 27, and title Ecclesiastical Law, 
Vol. XI., p. 794. See Chester {Dean and Chapter) v. Chester {Bisho})) (1902), 87 
L. T. 618, H. Ij., for a scheme for a cathedral school. 

(A) Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 66), s. 14. 

{%) Ihid.^ s. 38, which further requires the Board of Education to report the 
circumstances specially to Parliament 

(k) For provisions as to religious instruction, and exceptions therefrom, see 
p. 1 06, post, 

(l) Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 66), s. 24 ; further rules are 
therein laid down concerning (1) the application by an unaltered governing 
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(2) Any educational endowment coming within the definition of Sect. 2. 

the Endowed Schools Acts, of which pai t has, by reason of having Powers 

been expended subsequently to the 2nd Augu^it, 1819, on school nnderthe 
premises or their appurtenances, become so mixed with an old Endowed 
endowment given before that date as to be in the opinion of the Schools 
Board of Education incapable of convenient separation therefrom. 

The whole of such an endowment is to be treated as one founded of 
before the 2nd August, 1819, and may be dealt with accordingly, 
subject in certain cases to a special provision as to religious inseparable, 
instruction (?;/). 

(3) A third kind of mixed endowment is one otherwise similar to Part of 
the last, but having its two parts capable of convenient separation, endowment 
Where the governing body do not assent to the scheme dealing with sq^/abie. 
the modern part, the scheme dealing with the old part must 
apportion the parts, subject to an appeal to the Privy Council, and 
must provide for their division, appropriation, and vesting ia 
manner prescribed (7i). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Necessary Provisions in Schemes, 

252. Express directions are given to the Board of Education as 
to certain conditions and regulations which schemes made by them 
under the Acts must contain. 

A scheme which abolishes or modifies the privilege or educational 
advantages of particular classes of persons (local, social, or other) 
must have due regard to the educational interests of those classes (o). 

The benefits of endowments are, so far as conveniently may be, 
to be extended to girls (p). 

Certain vested interests of individual persons must be saved or 
compensated (q). 


Privileged 

classes. 


Extension 
to girls. 

Vested 
Intel ests. ’ 


body of the educational part of the endowment, (2) accumulated funds, 
(3) special cases whore the formula for the apportionment is not applicable. As 
to the method of calculating what is one naif of the whole endowment, see 
A.~0. V. Motsrs (1879), Tudor on Charitips and Mortmain, }>. 103G. Where the 
trusts which are outside the scope of the Endowed Schools Acts are not educa- 
tional tmsts at all, the scheme apportioning the endowment will, semhle^ be 
made by the Charity Coiniiiissioners ; see note (4), p. 99, unie, 

(m) Endowed Schools Act, 1839 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 56), s. 25 ; and BeoJle ChrisVs 
Hospital (1889), 15 App Gas. 172, P. C. Eor the distinction between the endow- 
ments founded before and those founded after 1819, seep. 102, ante. The Board’s 
decision of the question of separability is subject to an a})peal to the Privy 
Council (Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 56), s. 25). For a special 
provision as to leligious iiihtructioii in cases within the section, see p. 107, post. 

(n) Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 56), s. 26. 

(pj Ihid.y s. 11 ; Endowed Schools Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Vict. c. 87), s. 5. A 
Bchomo may raise the tuition fees of or impose a povei-ty test on, a privileged 
class [Ross'v. Chardy Commissioners (1882), 7 App. Cas. 463, P. C. ; see, further, 
Re Jfodgson^s School (1878), 3 App. Cas. 857, P. C., and Re Berkhamsted Grammar 
Schooly [1908] 2 Ch. 25, for what is “due regard” to the interests of such a 
class). A vested interest means a legal right, and not a benefit in fact enjoyed 
but capable of being taken away {Re Sutton Coldfield Grammar School (1882), 7 
App. Cas. 91, P. C.). 

(p) Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 66), s. 12. 

Iq) /.c., interests of individual scholars, exhibitioners, teachers or officers, 
pensioners, and governors {Ibid., s. 13). As to the meaning of vested interest, 
see note (o), supra. The general interest of a class of persons, consisting of the 
inhabitants and ratepayers of a locality, to have their children taught fiee if 



106 


Education. 


Sect. 2. 
Powers 
under the 
Endowed 
Schools 
Acts. 

Vibitors. 


Teachers and 

offlcerj. 


Jurisdiction 
of oidinaiy. 


Conscience 
claubc for 
day scholars 


A schemo relatJ/ig to an endowed school must have due regard to 
rights of patronage exercised by any member of its governing body 
in virtue of any gift or donation made by him (a). 

The Board may, in any scheme, unless it be one relating to 
a cathedral school, transfer visitatorial powers to the Crown, and 
must make provision, in the case of such transfer, or in the case of 
any visitatorial powers being vested in the Crown at the com- 
mencement of the principal Act, for the exercise of such powers 
by the Board (b). 

Schemes must provide that all teachers and officers are in the 
employment of the governing body (c), and may be dismissed at 
pleasure, with or without appeal, subject to such special provisions as 
to notice as may be provided in the scheme or agreed upon. In the 
absence of any such special provision no dismissal can take effect 
except after not less than two months’ notice and at the end of a 
school term, unless it be upon the ground of misconduct or other 
good and urgent cause (d). 

A scheme must also provide that all jurisdiction of the ordinary 
relating to the licensing of masters in an endowed school, and ail 
jurisdiction arising from that licensing, shall be abolished (c). 

Sub-Sect. 5. — Necessary Provisions respecting Religious Matters (/). 

253. A scheme must provide — 

I. That the parent, guardian, or person liable to maintain, or 
having the actual custody of, any scholar attending an endowed school 
as a day scholar may claim, in a prescribed manner, and obtain, the 

not a vested interest within the meaning of s. 13 [Re Shu f toe' a Charity (1878), 
3 App. Cas. 872, P. C.). A teacher dismisbible hy resolution of the govoriiois, 
but not in fact dismissed, has a vested interest within the meaning of the section 
[Re AUcyn's College, Dulwich (1875), 1 App Cms. G8, P. C.). 

(o) Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 56), s. 13. Such rights of 
patioiiage are* not vested interests within s. 11 or s. 13 [Re Christ's Hospital 
(1889), 15 App. Cas. 172, 183, 184, P. C.). 

(/>} I hid.j 8. 20. For visitatorial powers generally, see title Cha iuties, Vol. IV., 
p. 2S7. 

(r) See note (w\ p. 102, anfe. 

(,d) Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 56), s. 22 ; Endowed Schools 
CM asters) Act, 1908 (S Edw. 7, c. 39). The latter Act was passed to alter tlie 
elTocts of the law as laid down in Wright v. Zetland [Marquis), [1908] 1 K. P. 
63, C. A., and applies retrospectively to aU schemes under the Endowed Schools 
Acts, 1869 to 1889 (\^ith which it is citeable), and to all schemes under the 
Charitable Trusts Acts, 1853 to 1894, with reference to an endowed school, 
and to all schools otherwise exempted from the former Acts by s. 8 of the 
Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Vict. c. 56) (see p. 103, ante), except the 
seven great public schools (see p. 103, ante), or any public elementary school 
(see p. 79, ante). 

[e) Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Vict. c. 56), s. 21. Degrees of any 
university in the United Kingdom are to bo recognised as qualifying masters 
for office in endowed schools in cases where the trusts or other regulations 
require masters to have the degree of some specified university (Endowed 
Schools Act, 1873 (36 37 Vict. c. 87), s. 18) (a permanent provision appl3dng 

whether a scheme be made or not). 

(/) A further jeiTnanent provision, taking effect apart from any scheme, is 
that chapels of endowed schools fulfilling prescribed conditions, are made free 
from the junsdiction of the incumbent of the parish, and are recognised for the 
performance of public worship, and the administration of fihe sacraments, accord- 
ing to the liturgy of the Church of England (Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 
Vict. c. 56), B. 53) ; see also title Ecclesiastioap Law, VoL XI., p. 651. 
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exemption of that scholar from attending prayer or religious 
worship, or any lessons on a religious subject, and that the scholar 
shall not, by reason of the exemption, lose any advantage or emolu- 
ment to which ha would otherwise have been entitled from the 
school or endowment, except such as the scheme may expressly 
make dependent on the scholar learning such lessons. 

II. That if a teacher, in the course of other lessons at which 
the scholar is present in accordance with the ordinary rules of the 
school, teach systematically and persistently any particular 
religious doctrine from the teaching of which exemption has been 
claimed, and if the parent, or other person as above mentioned, 
complain in writing to the governing body, the latter must hear 
the complainant and make inquiry into the facts, and, if the com- 
plaint is judged to be reasonable, take proper steps for remedying 
the grievance (g). 

III. That if the parent, or other person in control, as above 
mentioned, of a scholar who is about to attend an endowed school, 
and who could otherwise only be admitted as a boarder, desires a 
similar exemption of the scholar, and the persons in charge of 
the boarding-house of the school are not willing to allow it, the 
governing body must make proper provision for enabling the 
scholar to attend the school as a day scholar and to have the 
exemption desired, and the scheme must contain similar regulations 
against loss of advantages, and for complaints by the parent or 
other person, as in the case already mentioned of day schools {h), 

254. A scheme which gives the governing body of an endowed 
school power to make regulations respecting the religious instruction 
given at the school must provide that no alterations in the regulations 
shall take effect until at least a year has expired after notice of the 
proposed alteration (i). 

255. Where an endowment which was founded subsequently to 
1819 and has been so mixed with one founded before that date as on 
that account to be treated as having been founded before that date 
in accordance with the rules stated above relating to the apportion- 
ment of mixed endowments (/c) ai)pears to the Board of Education 
to be in value not less than the old endowment, and to have been 
given under the belief that the whole endowment was attached to 
some particular church, sect, or denomination, a scheme relating 
to such endowment must provide for the giving of religious 
instruction to the scholars belonging to such church, sect, or 
denomination (Z). 

256. A scheme must provide that no person shall be disqualified 
for being a master in an endowed school by reason only of his 


UA Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 66), s. 15. 

(/i) Ibid.^a. 16. A scheme should contam the exact words of the section, 
and should not provide that every master of a boarding-house must allow the 
exemption if claimed {He Ghrisfe Hospital (1889), 15 App. Gas. 172, P. 0.). 

(t) Endowed Schools Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 87), s. 11. 

{k) See p. 101, ante. 

(/) Endowed Schools Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. o. 87), s. 8. 
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not being or not intending to be in holy orders (m), and that 
the religious oinnions of any person, or his attendance or non- 
attendance at any particular form of religious worship, shall 
not in any way affect his qualification for membership of the 
governing body (n), 

257. The foregoing rules with respect to religious instruction and 
religious qualifications, other than the rule requiring a conscience 
clause for day scholars and the rule requiring special religious 
instruction in the case of certain mixed endowments, do not apply 
to any scheme relating to any charity within the following classes, 
unless the governing body, unaltered by any scheme made under 
the Acts, consent to their being applied: — (1) Any school which is 
maintained out of the endowment of, or which forms part of the 
foundation of, any cathedral or collegiate church ; (2) any educa- 
tional endowment the scholars educated by which are in the 
opinion of the Board of Education (subject to a prescribed right 
of appeal to the Privy Council) required by the express terms 
of the original instrument of foundation, or of the statutes or 
regulations made by the founder or under his authority in his 
lifetime or within fifty years after his death (these terms having 
been observed down to the commencement of the Endowed Schools 
Act, 18G9) to learn or to be instructed according to the doctrines 
or formularies of any particular Church, sect, or denomination; 
(3) any educational endowment originally given to charitable uses 
since the Toleration Act, 1688(o), the trusts of which require in 
similar manner and subject to similar conditions as in the case 
last mentioned that the majority of the governing body, or of the 
persons electing that body, or the principal teacher of the school, 
or the scholars educated by the endowment, shall be members of 
a particular Church, sect, or denomination ( p). 

A scheme relating to any charity within these classes must not 
without the consent of the governing body make any provision 
respecting the religious instruction or attendance at religious 
worship of the scholars (except for the purpose of securing a con- 
science clause for day scholars) or respecting the religious opinions 
of the governing body or masters (q). 


{m) Endowed Schools Act, 1809 (32 & 33 Yict. c. 56), 8. 18. 

(n) lhid.,B. 17. Put tho holder for tlie time being of any particular office 
may be retained as a member of a governing body whore, under the express 
terms of the original instrument of foundation, the holder of any particular 
office is a member of the governing body (Endowed Schools Act, 1873 (36 & 37 
Vict. c. 87), 8. 6; and see Re Ilodyson^s Suwol (1878), 3 Ajip. Gas. 857, P. 0.). 

(o) Stat. (1688) 1 Will. & Mar. c. 18. 

( p) Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33yict. c. 56), s. 19; Endowed Schools 
Act, i873 (36 &37 Vict. c. 87), s. 7 ; it is to be noted that the governing body whoso 
consent is lequired is the body constituted as it would have been if no scheme 
had been made. As to what charities are within the second and third classes, 
see Re St, Leonard, Shoreditch, Parochial Schools (188-1), 10 App. Gas. 304, P, G. ; 
Re Swansea Free Orammar School, and Re a Scheme under the Welsh Intermediate 
Education Act, 1889, [1894] A. G. 252, P. G. For cathedral schools, see Chesttr 
(Dean and Chapter) v. Chester (Bishop) (1902), 87 L. T. 618, H. L. ; and see 
p. 103, ante. 

(q) Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Vict. c. 56), s. 19. A scheme may 



Part VIII.— Educational Charities. 


109 


Sub-Sect. 6. — Procedure and Ax>pcah, 

258. The procedure for making schemes is prescribed in 
elaborate detail. 

The Board of Education, as successors to the Endowed Schools 
Commissioners, are to begin by preparing a draft scheme. This 
draft they must circulate and publish in such manner as they think 
fit for notifying interested persons, and copies must be sent to the Tnd iSca- 
governing body of the endowment and the principal teacher of any tion of draft 
school involved. scheme. 

Two months are allowed from the date of the publication of the Objections 
draft scheme for objections or suggestions to be made (in writing) inquiry, 
with respect to it. The governing body may submit an alternative 
scheme. The Board of Education, at the expiration of the two 
months, may hold a public inquiry into the subject-matter of the 
draft scheme (?•)• 

The Board must then, after consideiing the objections received Framing 
and the report (if any) of the inquiry, and any alternative 
scheme, frame a scheme («). The scheme so framed must 
before being settled be again published with a notice allowing 
one month for receiving objections and suggestions, which must 
bo in writing. 

The Board, as successors to the Committee of Council on Settlement 
Education, must then, unless they decide to abandon or revise the scheme, 
scheme, settle it (0« The settled scheme must be published and 
circulated with a notice announcing that, subject to any petition 
appealing to the King in Council or to Parliament, the settled 
scheme will be laid before the King in Council (?t). 

In the absence of such petition the settled scheme may be Approval 
approved by the King in Council, and if approved has effect from 
the date specified in the scheme, or, if no date be specified, from ^ ^ * 
the date of the Order in Council approving it(i-). The scheme 
when so approved has statutory force, and repeals and abrogates 


Sect. 2. 
Fowers 
under the 
Endowed 
Schools 
Acts. 


not, under this rule, make particular leligioiis views moie or less iiecessarv 
tlian formerly to qualify for membership of the governing body, but the office of 
rector of a parish may be made a quuliticutioii for such membership in a Cbuich 
of England school [Re Hodgson's School (1878), 3 App. Cas. 857, P. C.). 

(r) Endowed Schools Act, 18(>9 (32 & 33 Vict. c oG), ss. 32, 33, 34, 35, 
and Endowed Schools Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Vict. c. 87), s. 12. For the pro- 
cedure of such public inquiry, see Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Vict. 
c. 56), 8. 50. The Act contains pi ovisions as to the method of serving a governing 
body with notice and documents, for the purposes of tho Acts, by post {ibtd.f 
es. 56, 57). Eor tho substitution of the members and officers of the Boaid of 
Education for the coinmissioneis and assistant commi^si oners, see p. 13, ante. 

(s) Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 "Vict. c, 56), s. 36. 

(<) Jbid., 88. 36, 37, as amended by Endowed Scnools Act, 1873 (36 & 37 
Vict. c. 87), 8. 13. In view of the Committee of Council and the Commis- 
sioners for the pui poses of the Endowed Schools Acts having been merged 
in the Board of Education, the Order in Council of tho 7th August, 1900 (see 
p. 13, ante), provides that a “ final settlement” of a scheme by the Board shall 
be substituted for the “approval ” of the Committee of Council, and that the 
Board shall observe with lespect to such settlement the procedure applicablo 
formerly to the approval of that Committee. 

(a) Endowed Schools Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Vict. c. 81), s. 13. 

(v) Ibid., B. 15 ; Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Vict. c. 56 ), b. 45 . 
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previous enactments and provisions and vests property without 
further act or assurance (a). 

269 . No appeal lies to the King in Council with reference to 
any scheme, so far as it relates to an endowment having, imme- 
diately prior to the 2nd August, 1869, an annual income of not 
more than ^6100 calculated upon a prescribed basis (^>). In any 
other case the governing body of an endowment to which the 
scheme relates, or any person directly affected by the scheme, 
may within two months after the publication of the settled 
scheme petition the King in Council praying that the scheme, or 
some part of it, be not approved by the King in Council, on the 
ground either (1) of any decision of the Board of Education in 
respect of which an appeal is expressly given to the King in Council ; 
or (2) of the scheme not saving or making compensation for his or 
their vested interests as required by the Acts ; or (8) of the scheme 
being one which is not within the scope of, or made in conformity 
with, the Acts ; or (4) (in any case where the governing body are the 
petitioners) of a scheme not having due regard to any educational 
interests which the Acts require to be regarded on the abolition or 
modification of any privileges or educational advantages to which a 
particular class of persons are entitled (c). 

The petition must be referred to and dealt with by the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council in the manner applicable to 
ordinary appeals to the Privy Council (d). 

After the recommendations of the Judicial Committee have been 
received the scheme may be remitted by Order in Council to the 
Board of Education with such declaration as the nature of the case 
may require, and in that case the Board of Education may either 
proceed to prepare a new scheme, or may amend the old one so as 
to bring it into conformity with the declaration contained in the 
Order in Council, and any scheme so amended is to be dealt with as 
though it were a settled scheme (e ) . 

Instead of remitting the scheme, the King in Council may by 
Order in Council direct the scheme to be laid before Parliament, 
and in that case the procedure will be the same as in the case of a 
petition appealing to Parliament against a scheme (/). 


(a) Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 56), bs. 45, 4G. 

(5) Ibid,, 8. 42, which also empowers the Board of Education to detonnine 
conclusively whether the endownaent is within the limit. 

(c) Ibid., &. 39, as amended by Endowed Schools Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet, 
c. 87), s. 14. As to who is a person directly affected by a scheme, see Re Christ's 
Hospital (1889), 15 App. Cas. 172, P. 0.; ReShaftoe's Charity (1878), 3 App. Cas. 
872, P, 0. ; Re Colchester Grammar School, [1898] A. 0. 477, P. 0. A petitioner 
to the Privy Council is bound by the four grounds stated, and cannot impugn 
the scheme on the grouud of its general policy {Re Swansea Free Grammar 
School, and Re a Scheme under the Wdsh Inieimediate Education, Act, 1889, [1894] 
A. 0. 252, P. 0.). For instances where an appeal to the Privy Council is expressly 
given, see Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 56), ss. 19 (2), 24 (2), (4), 
25, and 26; and Endowed Schools Act, 1873 (36 37 Viet c. 87), s. 8. 

{d) Endowed Schools Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Vict. c. 87), s. 14; and see title 
Courts, Vol. IX., pp. 33 et seq., for appeals to the Privy Council generally. 

(e) Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Vict. c. 56), ss. 39, 40. 

If) Ibid., 8. 39 ; and see p. \\\,post, for appeals to Parliament. 
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260 . The governing body of the endowment or the council of any Sect. 2. 

municipal borough directly affected by the scheme, or any twenty Powers 
or more inhabitant ratepayers of any municipal borough or place under the 
BO affected, may within two months after the publication of the Endowed 

settled scheme petition the Board praying that the scheme be laid Schools 

before Parliament. In that case the scheme must be laid before 
Parliament for not loss than two months during one session, and if Appeals to 
either House of Parliament present an address to the Crown within 

those two months praying that the scheme or some part of it be not 
approved, no Order in Council may be made approving the scheme 
or the part objected to, as the case may be. In the absence of any 
such address the scheme may be approved by Order in Council, or 
any part of it to which any such address does not relate may be so 
approved, and the scheme, as approved, will then have effect (g). 

Sect. 3. — Welsh Intermediate Education. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — In General. 

261 . A system of secondary education has been organised in Nature and 
Wales and Monmouthshire by schemes made under the Endowed object of 
Schools Acts, modified and extended for the purpose by the Welsh system 
Intermediate Education Act, 1889 {h). The express object of the 

latter Act is to make further provision for the intermediate and 
technical education of the inhabitants of Wales and Monmouth- 
shire (i)« Intermediate education, for the purposes of the Act, 
means in substance what is commonly called secondary education, 
and technical education similarly means education with a view to 
efliciency in industry and commerce, but excluding the teaching of 
the practice of any trade, industry, or employment (/c). The mode 

{(j) Endowed Schools Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 87), ss. 13, 15 (the latter 
section is substituted for s. 41 of the Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet, 
c. 56)). The language of s. 15 of the Endowed Schools Act, 1873 (36 & 37 
Vict. c. 87), is obscure, and it is not clear if a scheme must also be laid before 
Parliament whenever a petition to the King in Council has been presented, 
even though tho petition has been withdiawn or has completely failed, or the 
King in Council does not direct it to be laid before Parliament, but it is the 
practice of the Board of Education in such cases to do so. 

(h) For the Endowed Schools Acts generally, and the citation with them of 
the Welsh Intermediate Education Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Vict. c. 40), see p. 99, 
ante ; and s. 1 of the latter Act. 

(?) Welsh luteimediate Education Act, 1889 (52 & 63 Vict. c. 40), s. 2. 

(ifc) The expression “intermediate education” means a course of education 
which does not consist chiefly of elementary instruction in reading, writing, 
and arithmetic, but which includes instruction in Latin, Greek, the Welsh and 
English languages and literature, modem languages, mathematics, natural and 
applied science, or in some of such studies, and generally in the higher branches 
of knowledge ; but nothing in the Act is to prevent the establishment of 
scholarships in higher or other elementary schools {ibid.f s. 17). 

The expression “technical education” includes instmotion in — (i.) any of 
the branches of science and art with respect to which wants are for the time 
being made by the Board of Education ; (u.) the use of tools, and modelling in clay, 
wood, or other material; (iii.) commercial arithmetic, commercial geography, 
book-keeping, and shorthand ; (iv.) any other subject applicable to the purposes 
of agriculture, industries, trade, or commercial life and practice which mny be 
speofled in a scheme, or proposals for a scheme, of a joint education committee 
as a form of instruction suitable to the needs of the district ; but it does not 
include teaching the practice of any trade, or industry, or employment (i5td.). 
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of achieving the object of the Act is the reorganisation, through 
schemes, of various existing endowments in separate local govern- 
ment areas, and the provision of new endowments out of the rates, 
supplemented by grants out of moneys provided by Parliament (Z). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — EndowmtnU and Public Funds, 

262. The endowments which can be dealt with in any such 
schemes are any endowments coming within the scope of the 
Endowed Schools Acts, and certain other classes of endowments 
excluded from the operation of those Acts. A scheme may deal 
with those elementary schools, and their endowments, which are 
excluded from the Acts, either by s. 75 of the Elementary Educa- 
tion Act, 1870 (ni)f or s. 3 of the Endowed Schools Act, 1873 (ii), A 
scheme may also, with the consent of the founder or governing body, 
deal with any endowments founded subsequently to 1869 (o). 

263. A scheme may provide, with the consent and recommenda- 
tion of the council of the county or county borough (a), for the 
endowment of the educational institutions regulated by the scheme, 
wliolly or partly, out of contributions from the county or borough 
rate (h). Where such a provision has been made in a scheme, the 
council which assented to the provision must pay the amount from 
time to time payable out of the county fund, or in the case of a 
county borough, out of the borough fund or rate (r). 

The amount of the endowment provided by the scheme from the 
rates must not exceed the amount of a rate of a half-penny in the 
pound, calculated upon a prescribed basis (rZ). 

The endowment so contributed may be in the form of scholar- 
ships, or of an annual contribution of a fixed amount, or not 
exceeding a fixed limit (e). 


(/) The special power under the Act to make scliemos is temporary (as in the 
case of the other Endowed Schools Acts), and exists by virtue of an annual 
renewal under the Expiring Laws Continuance Act. For the local govern - 
mo nt areas and the apportionment of endowments between "them, see p. 113, 


post. 

(m) 33 & 34 Viet. c. 75. 

(«) 3G & 37 Viet. c. 87. 

[o) Welsh Intermediate Education Act, 1889 ^2 & 53 Viet. c. 40), ss. 12, 13 ; 
and see p. 101, ante, as to the scope of the Endowed Schools Acts and the 
exclusion of endowments from their operation and the apportionment of mixed 
endowments; s. 13 of the Welsh Intermediate Education Act, 1889 (52 & 53 
Viet. c. 40), applies the latter provisions to special cases of mixed endowments. 

{a\ Throughout the Welsh Intermediate Education Act, 1889 (52 & 63 Viet, 
c. 40), “ county ” or “ county council** includes “ county borough” or “ county 
borough council ” ; see ibid,., s. 16. 

(5) Ibid., ss. 3 (2), (6), 4(1), 7. The scheme may contain consequential pro- 
visions as to the mode of payment of rate contributions and other matters 
{ihd., s. 7). For the procedure for making schemes, see p. 109, ante. 

(c) Ibid,, ss. 8, 16 (2). The expenses of a county council under the Act are 
general county expenses, and are to be separately stated in the levy and 
collection {ibid,, s. 8 (2), (4) ) ; and see title Rates and Rating. An amending 
scheme is required to enable the rate contributions to be diminished (ibid,, 
•‘7(4)). 

id) Ibid., 8. 8 (3). 

(c) Ibid., 8. 7. 



Part VIIT.—Educational Charities. 


118 


264. A council may also contribute as an endowment in any 
scheme any sums received by it in respect of the Exchequer 
grants, commonly known as “ whisky money ” (/). 

266. A grant out of moneys provided by Parliament is to be 
made by the Treasury in aid of each school aided by a council and 
subject to a scheme. The aggregate amount of the grants made in 
any one year in respect of schools in any area must not exceed the 
amount payable under the scheme out of the rates in that area. 
The grants in aid of individual schools are dependent on the 
efficiency of the schools ascertainable by inspection in accordance 
with Treasury regulations, and are of such amounts as may be 
fixed by the regulations, subject to the limit of the aggregate 
amount above stated (^). 

Sub-Seot. 3. — Religious Instruction. 

266. A scheme under the Welsh Intermediate Education Acfi 
1889, besides fulfilling the conditions as to religious instruction 
imposed by the Endowed Schools Acts, must, unless it be one relat- 
ing to an endowment exempted from these conditions, provide 
further tliat no catechism or formulary which is distinctive of any 
particular religious denomination shall be taught to a day scholar at 
the school established or regulated by the scheme, and that the time 
for prayer or religious worship, or for any lesson or series of lessons 
on a religious subject, shall be conveniently arranged for the purpose 
of allowing the withdrawal of a day scholar therefrom, in accordance 
with s. 15 of the Endowed Schools Act, 1869 Qi). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Procedure. 

267- The procedure for making schemes under the Endowed 
Schools Acts is modified for the purposes of the Welsh Intermediate 
Education Act, 1889, in its initial stages. 

The initiative in drafting schemes is laid upon the joint educa- 
tion committee which must be appointed for every county and 
county borough in Wales and Monmouthshire, consisting of three 
persons nominated by the county council or county borough council, 
wlio need not necessarily be members of the council, and two per- 
sons nominated by the Lord President of the Council (i). It is the 
duty of this body to draft and submit to the Board of Education 
schemes or proposals for schemes specifying the endowments within 
the area of the county or county borough which ought to be included 
in the scheme (/c). The Board of Education, in pursuance of their 


(/) Local Taxation (Customs and Excise) Act, 1890 (o3 & 54 Viet. c. 60), 
0. 1 (4) ; and see p. 48, ante. 

(g) Welsh Intermediate Education Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 40), s. 9. For 
inspection by the Central Welsh Board, see n. 114, /mt. 

(A) 1 bid.t 8. 4 {3). For the provisions of tne other Endowed Schools Acts as to 
religions instruction in schemes and the withdrawal of day scholars from such 
instruction, see p. 106, ante. 

(t) Jbid.f s. 5, containing also rules as to the qualifications of such persons 
and as to vacancies. For the proceedings of the committee, seeiftid., s. 6. 

(/c) Ibid., s. 3(1). The Charity Commissioners exercised the power to 
make the schemes prior to the transfer of their educational powers to the 
Boaid of Education. For the mode of ascertaining when an endowment is 


Sect. 3. 
Welsh 
Inter- 
mediate 
Education. 

“ Whisky 
money.” 
Treasury 
grant. 


PfOrisioDB as 
to religious 
instruction. 


Joint 

education 

committee. 

Draft 

schemes. 




114 


Education. 


bbct. s. powers and duties under the Endowed Schools Acts, must deal with 
Welsh the draft scheme as though it were a draft scheme prepared by 

Inter- themselves under the Acts, or, in the case of proposals for a scheme, 

mediate must prepare a draft scheme themselves, and no modifications 
Education, made by the Board in the draft scheme or the proposals, 

except such as may be agreed upon with the joint education 
committee (Z). 


Effect of 
schemes. 
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Sub-Sect. 5. — Operation of , the Act, 

268 . It will be seen that the system of education organised under 
the Welsh Intermediate Education Act, 1889, in substance, is 
created by schemes made under the Act, and not directly by the Act 
itself. The Act allowed a period of three years from its commence- 
ment within which each joint education committee should complete 
its work {m). Schemes have in fact been made for the area of each 
county council and county borough council, and they proceed on 
very similar lines. Each scheme set up a county governing body 
exercising the main functions of a governing body of an educational 
endowment or school. Thepow’ers of these bodies are now exercised 
by the local education authority for the area (n). 

By identical proposals for a scheme submitted by the joint 
education committee for each area a central inspecting and examin- 
ing body has been set up, called the Welsh Cential Board for 
Intermediate Education, which receives an annual subsidy from 
the Treasury out of moneys provided by Parliament, contributions 
from local education authoiities, and donations, and is recognised 
by statute as the proper body ifor inspecting Welsh intermediate 
schools on behalf of the Board of Education (o). 


“ within ” an area, see Welsh Intermediate Education Act, 1889 (52 & 63 Viet, 
c. 40), 8. 12 (1). Joint schemes may he made by several committees [ibid.^ 
8. 3 (6) ). 

(/) thid.y 8. 3(3); and see p. 109, anfe, as to the ordinary procedure of the 
Board under the Endowed Schools Acts; see also ihid.f s. 13, as to subsidiary 
powers of the joint education committee in dealing with the Board of Education. 

(m) Ihid.f s. 11. By this section, during the continuance of the powers of 
the joint education committee, the ordinary powers of the Charity Commissioners 
for making schemes either under the Endowed Schools Acts (unmodified by the 
Welsh Intermediate Education Act, 1889^ or under the Charitable Trusts Acts, 
with reference to any endowment within the scope of the Welsh Act, were 
suspended, subject to the consent of the Education Department to their exercise, 
a restriction now practically obsolete, in view of the above-mentioned union of 
powers of the Charity Commissioners and powers of the Education Department 
in the Board of Education ; see p. 13, ante. The powers of the joint education 
cominittoe are continued annually under the Expiring Laws Continuance Act. 

{n) Educaiiou Act, 1902 (2 Edw, 7, c. 42), s. 17 (8). The schemes were made 
by tho Charity Commissioners shortly after the passing of the Act. They 
provided, inter a/tn, for substantial representation of municipal authoiities on 
the governing bodies which they established. For the transfer of the functions 
of county governing bodies to local education authorities, see p. 20, ante. 

(n) Board of Education Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 33), s. 3; and see p. 10, 
ante. The Welsh Intermediate Education Act, 1889 (62 & 63 Vict. c. 40), 
organised for Wales an independent system of endowed secondary education not 
directly public in character, but having a substantial State and municipal 
element in the Treasury grants, and in the municipal representation and 
contributions. The growth since 1889 of a public system of secondary educa- 
tion common to both England and Wales nas tended to merge the system 
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Sect. 4. — MisceUaneous, Sect. 4. 

Sub-Seot. 1, — Fromsions affecting certain Chariiiee for Elementary Edneation, Miscella- 
neous. 

269. The Board of Education exercise a sp^ecial jurisdiction, as 
successors of the Committee of Council on Education, in regard charTwcs. 
to two classes of charities, being in substance charities devoted to 
elementary education, which are expressly excluded from their 
jurisdiction under the Endowed Schools Acts. 

The governing body of any such charity may frame and submit 
to the Board of Education a scheme respecting the charity, and 
the Board may approve the scheme with or without modifications. 

The procedure for making schemes under the Endowed Schools Acta 
is not requisite in the case of these charities, but the powers exer- 
cisable through, and the effect of, any such scheme are the same 
as in the case of a scheme under the Endowed Schools Acts (p). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Conversion of Non-edv£ational Chartiiee to Education, 

270. The Charity Commissioners are expressly authorised to Powers of 
apply certain specified classes of charities of a non-educational Charity Com 
character to educational purposes, but in each case only with the 

consent of the governing body, thaii is to say, charities for doles in 
money or in kind, or marriage portions, redemption of prisoners 
and captives, relief of poor prisoners for debt, loans, apprenticeship 
fees, advancement in life, or, in the case of charities founded in or 
before 1800, for any purposes that have failed altogether or become 
insignificant in comparison with the magnitude of the endowment. 

The procedure to be adopted by the Commissioners is that of a 
scheme under the Endowed Schools Acts declaring that the whole 
or any part of the charity should be applied to the advancement of 
education. The charity then becomes an educational endowment 
within the meaning of the Endowed Schools Acts, and may be 
dealt with by the Charity Commissioners under those Acts in the 
same scheme as that in which it is applied by them to educational 
purposes, or, when it has been applied to educational purposes, by 


organised under the Welsh Act with a fully municipal system. Ihe Technical 
Instruction Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Viet. c. 4) (see p. 22, ante), tho “ whisky money ” 
(p. 48, ante\ and the general powers under the Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, 
c. 42), to provide and aid secondary education, gave wider financial facilities 
for secondary education than were afforded by the Welsh Act, and those 
facilities can be and are applied to schools under the Act. Such schools also in 
many cases count as secondary schools under the regulations of the Board of 
Education, and earn the secondary schools grants. Tho transfer of the powers 
of county governing bodies constituted under the schemes to certain local 
education authorities by the Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42) (see p. 20, 
ante)^ is a further step m the direction of municipalising what is in theory a 
system of endowed schools. The technical distinction should, however, be noted 
that the rate aid contributed under tho Welsh Act is secured by the schemes as a 
permanent endowment, and the Treasury grant is similarly permanent, whereas 
rate-aid under the Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), and the secondary 
school grants are, in theory, only annual grants. 

(p) Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 56), s. 8 (3) ; Elementary 
Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 75), s. 75; Endowed i&hools Act, 1873 
(3C & 37 Viet. c. 87), s. 3. As to the identity of the two classes and the method 
of ascertaining them, see note (5), p. 103, ante. For forms, see Encyclopedia of 
Forms, Vol. XVL, pp. 610, 611. 
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the Board of Education. Any scheme dealing with a charity made 
an educational endowment under the above-mentioned powers must 
respect the privileges of special classes of persons, and must not 
inclose spaces open to the public (q), 

Sub-Seot. 3 . — Schools within the Grammar Schools Act, 1810. 

271. Under the Grammar Schools Act, 1840 (? ), special powers 
were provided to enable courts of equity to reform through schemes 
subject to various conditions, endowed schools which come within 
the definition of grammar schools for the purposes of the Act. 
According to the existing rules of equity, grammar schools, such 
as were commonly founded in the reign of Edward YI., were 
broadly speaking, regarded as subject to trusts for instruction in 
Latin and Greek, and as incapable, by any cy-pres application, of 
being used for less restricted instruction (s). The court may, under 
its statutory powers, enlarge the scope of the education in schools 
coming within the Act (a), and may also make other reforms, such 
as enlarging the class of scholars who may be admitted to the 
school, or uniting schools (i>). 

The powers of the court under the Grammar Schools Act cannot 
be exercised without the consent of the Board of Education, and 
are practically obsolete, as wider powers are enjoyed by the Board 
of Education under the Endowed Schools Acts, which appear to 
embrace almost all schools affected by the former Act(c). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Requirement of Conscience Clause under Lord CranwortlCs Act 

272. The object of this Act (d) is to enable, in certain cases, 
scholars to be educated in an endowed school (e), though not 

(q) Endowed Schools Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Vict, c. 60), s. 30. This power is 
not one transferred to the Boai-d of Education ; see p. 13, a?it€. Any schemes 
60 made will be subject to the provisions of the Endowed Schools Act; see p. 99, 
ante. See Re Charitable Gifts for Prisoners^ Ex parte ChrtsVs Hospital [Gov&rnors) 
(1872), 8 Ch. App. 199, as to the powers conferied by this section. 

(r) 3 & 4 Vict. c. 77. 

(s) For the definition of grammar school for the purposes of the Act, see 
preamble and s. 25; the phiase may bo summarised as meaning a foundation 
where Latin or Greek is required to be taught with or without other instruction. 
For foundations exempted, see s. 24. For some of the restrictions, see s. 10 
(consent of existing masters needed to certain changes); s. 7 (jurisdiction of 
ordinary) ; ss. 3, 4, 6 (natuie of instruction to be piovided). For the rules of 
equity prior to the Act, see A.-G. v. Whitcley (1805), 11 Ves. 241 ; and see 
title Charities, Vol. IV., pp. 197, 298. 

(a) Grammar Schools Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Vict. c. 77), s. 1 ; and see preceding 
note as to the scope of the Act. 

(b) Ibid., ss. 1, 8, 9. The Act also contains rules enabling schoolmasters 
holding over after dismissal to be summaiily ejected from schoolhouses ; see 
note (e), p. 121, post. 

(c) Endowed Schools Act, 1874 (87 & 38 Vict. c. 87), s. G; and see p. 100, 
ante. For a special provision in the Endowed Schools Acts relating to such 
grammar schools, see p. 103, ante. 

(d) The Endowed Schools Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Vict. c. 11). Though so called 
the Act is not citable with, nor to be construed with, the Endowed Schools 
Acts, 1869 to 1889; see p. 99, ante. Owing to the provisions for a conscience 
clause in those Acts (p. 106, ante) Lord Cranworth’s Act is, in practice, largely 
obsolete. 

(e) There is no definition of this term, and the definitions and limitations in 
the Endowed Schools Acts, 1869 to 1889 (p. 99, ante), do not necessarily apply. 
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belonging to the religious persuasion in the principles of which Sect. 4. 
religious instruction is given in the school. For this purpose the Miscella- 
trusteos and governors of such a school are empowered and required neons, 
to make regulations to admit such children to the benefits of the 
school. The regulations, however, may not authorise other religious 
teaching to be given in the school different from that previously 
afforded in it ). 

The Act does not apply to any school of which the instrument 
declaring the trusts expressly requires instruction in the principles 
of some particular religious persuasion to be given (g), nor does it 
apply to any grammar school within the meaning of the Grammar 
Schools Act, 1840, nor to any school established in connection with 
the National Society for promoting the education of the poor in the 
principles of the Established Church, nor to any institution 
maintained wholly by voluntary subscriptions, or partly by voluntary 
subscriptions and partly by school payments (h). 

Part IX. — Facilities for Granting Land 
for Education. 

Sect. 1. — In General, 

273. Special statutory facilities exist for the conveyance and rowers of 
holding of land for educational purposes. ^ ^ i^thoritica. 

The various Acts giving power to local authorities with respect 
to education in many cases provide such facilities specially for the 
purposes of these powers (a). 

An independent set of facilities are afforded by the School Sites School 
Acts(t>). Under these Acts persons and bodies who might other- 
wise he under disabilities may convey or hold laud for certain 
prescribed educational purposes in a manner not otherwise open to 
them, and, in particular, may avoid some of the requirements of 
the Mortmain Acts (c*). 


(/ ) Endowed F-'cliools Act, 18G0 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 11), s. 1. 

(</) Ihid.f B. 1. 

(h) Ihid.,B.2. 

(a) For local education authorities, seo pp. 24, 20, ante; for county and 
county borough councils providing refoiinatory Bchools, Bee p. 79, ante; for 
poor law authoiities, see pp. 82, 8(), ante ; for purchase of land, see title CoM- 
rULSOitv I'uacnASE of Land etc., Vol.VI., p. 106, et passim; and for various 
forms see EncyclopjXMlia of Fonns, Vol. XVL, pp. 004—008. 

(h) The Acts aio the School Sites Act, 1841 (4 & 5 Vict. c. 38), School Sites 
Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Vict. c. 37), School Sites Act, 1849 (12 & 13 Vict. c. 49), School 
Sites Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Vict. c. 24), School Sites Act, 1852 (16 & 16 Vict. c. 49). 
For their cihitioii as the School Sites Acts, boo Short Titles Act, 1890 (59 & 00 
Vict. c. 14), Schod. II. The general effects only of the Acts are stated in the 
text. For forms of conveyances under the Acts, see Encyclopaedia of Forms, 
Vol. XVI., pp. 591—599. 

(0 For the subject of mortmain, see title Ciiaiiities, Vol. IV., p. 124. It 
may be noted here that under the School Sites Acts (1) grants to corporations 
under the Act (see p. 119, jmt) are valid without a licence from the Crown 
[School Sites Act, 1841 (4 & 5 Vict. c. 38), s. 7 ; Mortmain and Charitable 
Uses Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vict. c. 42), s. 1] ; (2) grants under the Acts are not 
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Sboi. 2 . — Qranta under the School Sites Acts. 

274 . The purposes for which the Acts provide facilities are the 
granting of land, either absolutely or for a term of years, as a site 
for a school for the education of poor persons, or for the residence 
of the schoolmaster or schoolmistress, or otherwise for the purposes 
of the education of such poor persons in religious and useful know- 
ledge (d)y or for training colleges for persons intended to be masters 
or mistresses of elementary schools for poor persons (6), or for 
schools or colleges (including teachers* residences) for the religious 
or educational training of the sons of yeomen, or tradesmen, or 
others, or for the theological training of candidates for holy orders, 
such schools and colleges being partly endowed and partly self- 
supporting (/). 

275 . Power to make grants is expressly given by the Acts to 
(among others) any owner in fee, any life tenant jointly with the 
remainderman in fee or tail (if competent), a lord of a manor out of 
common land, a cestui que trust without joining any trustee having 
the legal estate, the guardian or committee of a lunatic or infant, and, 
further, various corporate or public bodies and trustees holding land 
in a corporate, public, or charitable capacity, such bodies or persona 
being specified as, among others, any corporation ecclesiastical or 
lay, whether sole or aggregate, and any officers, trustees, or com- 
missioners holding land for public, ecclesiastical, parochial, 
charitable, or other purposes (^). 

avoid«d by the death of the grantor within twelve months [School Sites Act, 1844 
(7 & 8 Viet. 0 . 37), 8. 3 ; School Sites Act, 1849 (12 & 13 Viet. c. 49), s. 4; 
Mortmain and Charitable Uses Act (51 & 62 Viet. o. 42), ss. 4 (7), 8]. As to 
assurances of laud for the purpose of a schoolhouse for an elementary school, see 
Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 23 (5). 

{d) School Sites Act, 1841 (4 & 5 Vict, c. 38), s. 2. As to what user of school 
promises is within these purposes, see A.-(?. v. Price (1908), 24 T. L. B. 7G1. For 
the statutory security that land granted shall be used for the purposes of the 
Acts, see p. 119, post. 

(e) School Sites Act, 1849 (12 & 13 Vict. o. 49), s. 4 ; the power to grant in 
this case applies only to absolute owners and tenants in tail. 

(/) School Sites Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Vict. c. 49). Ecclesiastical corporations 
may only make such grants for Church of England institutions, and other limita- 
tions are imposed as to the amount of land to be granted, and as to free gifts of 
land. 

{</) School Sites Act, 1841 (4 & 5 Vict. c. 38), ss. 2, 5 and 6. If the remainderman 
in fee is not competent, semUe^ the life tenant may grant independently of him. 
S. 6 further provides for the majority of trustees, other than parochial trustees, 
or other such persons effectuating a grant. The transfer of the property of 
quarter sessions to county councils under the Local Government Act, 1888 
(51 & 52 Vict a 41), substitutes the county council, with the consent of the 
Local Government Board, for the justices as the authority to exercise the power 
to consent to a grant of land belonging to a county, riding, or division. In the 
ease of a grant of parochial property, the consents of the parish meeting, Local 
Government Board, and guardians are necessary (Local Government Act, 1894 
(50 & 67 Vict. c. 73), ss. 6, 62 (1)). In the case of a gi-ant of common land, the 
consent of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries is now ordinarily required 

i Commons Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Vict. c. 3^, s. 22 ; and see title Commons and 
liGHTS OF Common, Vol. IV., p. 512). For rules as to the application of pur- 
chase-money, and as to recording the extent of the land granted, in the case of 
gi-ants by an ecclesiastical coiporatiou sole, see School Sites Act, 1841 (4 & 5 
Vict. c. 38), ss. 11, 13. For ecclesiastical bodies, see title Ecclesiastical Law, 
Vol. IT., p. 794 ; for grants by the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, see 
ihUL. 8. 3. 
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In the case of grants for teachers* training colleges, the Acts give 
power of grant only to persons owning land in a personal capacity, 
in fee, or as tenants in tail (h). 

Certain holders of benefices may make grants out of the glebe or 
other possessions of the benefice (i). 

In the case of a grant of land subject to a lease, rules are provided 
facilitating the apportionment of liabilities, and the saving of rights 
under the lease (y), and, in the case of copyhold land, facilitating 
the conveyance of the freehold (A:). 

A model form for grants and leases is provided (Z). 

276. Limits are placed in most cases upon the amount of land 
which may be granted under the Acts. An absolute owner may 
grant any quantity of land, if the grantee be a corporation (m). 
Five acres may be granted for the purpose of a teachers’ training 
college (/i). Not more than two acres may be granted for schools 
or colleges for the religious or educational training of the sons of 
yeomen or tradesmen or others or for the theological training of 
candidates for holy orders (o). In all other cases the limit for any 
donor is one acre in each parish, though any number of sites may 
be granted by the same donor in one parish, provided their total 
area does not exceed one acre (p), 

277. In the case of grants for the purposes specified above (other 
than teachers’ training colleges) by the owners above mentioned 
not holding in a corporate, public, or charitable capacity, the land 
granted, or any part of it, reverts to the estate of the donor, as 
though the Acts had not been passed, on ceasing to be used for the 
purposes of the grant (^). 

278. The Acts further enable persons and bodies, who might 
otWwise be disabled, to take and hold land for the purposes pre- 
scribed, including corporations, whether sole or aggregate, and the 


(h) School Sites Act, 1819 (12 & 13 Yiot. c. 49), s. 4. 

[i] School Sites Act, 1814 (7 & 8 Yict. c. 37), s. 5 ; soe title Ecclesiastical 
Law, Yol. XI., p. 753. 

(y) School Sites Act, 1849 (12 & 13 Yict. c. 49), s. 1. 

Ue) Ihid.y s. 6. 

(/) School Sites Act, 1811 (4 & 5 Yiot. o. 38), s. 10. For forms, see Encyclo- 
piodia of Forms, Yol. XYl., pp. 591—601. 

{m) School Sites Act, 1849 (12 & 13 Yict. c. 49), s. 5. 

\n) I hid,, s. 4. 

(o) School Sites Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Yict, c. 49). 

(p) School Sites Act, 1841 (4 & 5 Yict. c. 38), ss. 9, 20; School Sites Act, 
1849 (12 & 13 Yict. c. 49), s. 3 ; School Sites Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Yict. o. 24), s. 1. 

( 2 ) School Sites Act, 1841 (4 & 5 Yict. 0 . 38), s. 2, and soe A.- (7. v. Shadwell, 

! 1910] 1 Oh. 92 ; s. 6 (grants by corporate bodies etc.) contains no reverter clause 
for a discussion of the fact and its results, compare Hornsey District Gouncil v. 
Smith, [1897] 1 Oh. 843, 0. A.), nor does s. 4 of the School Sites Act, 1849 
(12 & 13 Yict. c. 49), with reference to grants for training colleges. For reverter 
in cases of grants by the Ohancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, see School Sites 
Act, 1841 (4 & 5 Yict. c. 38), s. 3. The land granted under the Acts is in any 
case secured for the purposes of the Acts by the operation of the statutes 
themselves, so that though trustees might be made personally liable to a public 
local authonty for street improvements under general Acts of Parliament, the 
land itself could not be sold to enforce such charges {Hornsey District Council 
V. Smithy supra; and compare Bowditch ▼. W^ejidd Local Board (1871), 
L. li. 6 Q. B. 667). 
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minister and the churchwardens of a parish, holding to themselves 
and their successors (r). 

Such grantees may sell or exchange any land so granted in order 
to obtain other land or improve other premises used or to be used 
for the purposes of their trusts (s). 

279 . Where a parliamentary grant has been made (t) in aid of 
providing, altering, repairing, or equipping school premises, or a 
teacher’s house, and the conditions providing for the inspection of 
the school upon which the grant is made have not been inserted in 
the conveyance of the site or in the trust deed, these conditions, if 
they have been put into writing and signed by a majority of the 
trustees, or, in the case of a voluntary gift, by the persons conveying, 
bind the trustees or managers of the scliool for the time being as 
though they had been inserted in the conveyance or trust deed, and 
personal covenants for the purpose are made null and void (a). 

Trustees of schools subject to charitable trusts for the education 
of the poor, acting by their majority, are authorised, subject to 
certain conditions, to apply for a parliamentary grant to alter or 
repair school premises, and to assent to inspection as a condition of 
the grant being made, and, if the grant be made accordingly, the 
school is open to inspection by His Majesty’s inspectors of schools (Z>). 

The statutory power (c) of grantees to sell or exchange land granted 
under the School Sites Acts for other land is subject, in the case of 
schools erected with aid from moneys provided by Parliament, to 
the consent of the Board of Education. There is in addition a 
general rule (under the School Grants Act, 1855) that wherever any 
parliamentary grant has been made towards the provision, repair, 
or furnishing of any school premises with the consent of the trustees 
or holders of the legal estate, no sale, exchange, or mortgage can 
be validly made of the premises, subject to certain exceptions, 
without the consent of the Board of Education, unless the grant 
be repaid to the Treasury (d). 


(r) School Sites Act, 1841 (4 & 5 Viet. c. 38); ^ School Sites Act, 1844 (7 & 8 
Viet. c. 37), 8. 4. The effect of these sections is only given in outline. See 
also 8. 8 of the School Sites Act, 1841 (4 & 5 Viet. c. 38), for the power of 
trueteos of existing Church of England schools to substitute as trustees the 
minister and churchwardens; and tfeid., s. 15, curing doubts as to the vesting of 
the fee simple by p^e^ious ^ants to the minister and churchwardens. See also 
title Ecclesiastical Law, Vol. XI.,p. 794. Eor the effect of the sections upoi 
the law of mortmain, see note (c), p. 117, anff. 

(s) School Sites Act, 1841 (4 & 5 Viet. c. 38), s. 14, which, in the case of a 
sale or exchange by an ecclesiastical corporation sole, makes the consent of the 
bishop necessary. Por cases where parliamentary grants have been paid, see 
next paragraph. 

(t) For the history of the central authority and parliamentary grants, see 
pp. 0, 15, anfe. 

(a) School Sites Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 37), s. 1. 

(b) Ibid., 8 . 2. 

(c) See supra. 

\d) School Sites Act, 1841 (4 & 5 Viet. c. 38), s. 14; School Grants Act, 1855 
(18 & 19 Viet. c. 131), 8. 1 ; Education (Administrative Provisions) Act, 1907 
(7 Edw. 7, c. 43), s. 2. The School Grants Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 131), 
8. 1, requires that a memorandum of the amount of the grant should be 
indorsed on the title-deeds, and signed on behalf of the Treasury, and also 
abolishes personal obligations in regard to non -alienation. The Act does not 
affect purchasers for value without notice, nor does it apply in any case where 
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280 . No teacher appointed to any school built on land conveyed 
under the School Sites Acts acquires an interest for life by virtue 
of the appointment, but, in default of an express agreement, holds 
office at pleasure of the trustees (<?). 


Sect. 2. 
Grants 
under the 
School Sites 
Acts. 


Sect. 8 . — J'echnical and Industrial Institutions, 

281 . There are si)ecial statutory facilities for the acquisition and Purposes of 
holding of land by institutions for promoting technical and industrial 
instruction and training (/). These institutions must be public 
in character and, subject to qualifications, open to the public (^). 

Any persons, corporate or otherwise, including any trustees or Persons who 
public body, may be the governing body of such an institution, and 
may take and hold land for the prescribed purposes of such an 
institution (/^). The Lands Clauses Acts (excluding provisions 
respecting compulsory powers and certain other provisions) are 
incorporated as part of the facilities (/). Conveyances may be 
made to the governing body or to a trustee for them, and by way 
of sale, exchange, gift, or for a rentcharge ; and a conveyance by a 
person having an equitable estate operates to pass any bare out- 
standing legal estate vested in a trustee (A*). 

Conveyances by limited owners for less than a full consideration Limited 
are subject to certain restrictions as to the amount of land to be owners, 
conveyed, and the consent of remaindermen or of the High 
Court (0« 

Facilities are likewise provided for the disposal of land so Disposal of 
acquired, and the application of the proceeds {m), 

Such institutions are also granted certain exemptions from the Mortmain, 
Mortmain Acts {n). 


a grant ^^aws made before the Act, and the Committee of Council (p. 9, ante) 
had obtained no personal undertaking not to alienate from tho trustoos or 
holders of the legal estate, 

{e) School Sites Act, 1841 (4 & 6 Viet. c. 38), s. 17. For other rules in 
connection with tho ai)pointincnt of teachers, see p. 100, ante. S. 18 of tho 
Act gives a summary remedy to any manager of a school by application to 
justices for the ejectment of any teacher who holds a house by virtue of his 
oflice and refuses to quit on being dismissed or otherwise ceasing to hold tho 
oOico. The section applies to any schools, whether convoyed under the School 
Sites Act or not, including public elementary schools provided by a local 
education authority (Elementary Education Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 75), 
s. 86 ; it does not apply to schools within the scope of the Grammar Schools 
Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet. c. 77) (see p. 16, an/c), which, liowover, contains a very 
similar provision (s. 19). A similar provision applicable to all charities is 
contained in the Oharitaole Trusts Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 136), s. 13. 

(/) Technical and Industrial Institutions Act, 1892 (55 & 56 Vict. c. 29), s. 2, 
donning in detail the purposes for which grants maybe made. These purposes, 
semhle, are not enlarged by Sched. III. (11) of tho Education Act, 1902 
(2 Bdw. 7, c. 42). As to the operation of tho Act, see Re Slantcifs Tnist Deed, 
tiianley v. A.-O. (1910), 26 T. L. R 365. 

(g) Technical and Industiial Institutions Act, 1892 (55 & 56 Vict. c. 29) s. 8. 

{h) Ibid., 8.3. 

(0 Ibid.^ 8. 4. See title Compulsory Purchase of Land eic., Vol. VI., 
p. 56. 

(A-) Ihid.^ ss. 5, 6, 

(0 lUd., 8. 7. 

(m) Ihid.f B. 9. 

(n) Ibid., B. 10 ; and see title Charities, Vol. IV., pp. 137, 138. 
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Part X. — Schoolmasters and Teachers. 

Skot. 1. — In General. 

282. The statutory provisions which regulate the conduct of 
schools by public local authorities, and the jurisdiction of certain 
central authorities over charitable foundations, in many respects 
affect incidentally schoolmasters and other teachers (a). Various 
other rules which deal directly with the teaching profession require 
separate treatment. There are, for instance, certain common law 
rules arising out of the contract to educate, and the status of the 
teacher as a person in loco parentis, which affect teachers, especially 
those of private, or proprietary, schools (b). The contract of 
employment between teachers and those who aj^point them does 
not involve any principles different from other cases of the relation 
of master and servant, but there are some rules of equity relating to 
officers of charities which, in spite of the reorganisation of so many 
educational endowments under the statutes above referred to, may 
still be of importance to teachers in schools (c). Other provisions 
specially affecting teachers are the facilities for retaining in the 
profession students who have been aided by the State in preparing 
themselves for it {d), the scheme for organising the teaching 
profession as a whole through a teachers’ registration council (c^), 
and the State-aided pension scheme for teachers certificated by the 
Board of Education (/). 

Sect. 2. — Common Law Rules, 

Sub-Sect. 1. — The Contract to Educate, 

283. The relations between parent and schoolmaster are governed 
by the terms (express or implied) of the contract for the education 
of the child ( 7 ). There is an implied contract that the master shall 
continue to educate the child so long as the child’s conduct does 
not warrant his expulsion from the school, and expulsion must not 

(a) The ordinary rule in the case of servants and officois of a local authority 
aj)poars to be that they hold office at the pleasure of the authority, subject to 
the terms of the special contract of employment (see titles Local Goveiinment ; 
Master and Servant), and it is expressly so provided in the case of a 
teacher in a public elementary school provided by a local education authority 
(see p. 20, ante). For the appointment and status of teachers in public 
elementary schools not provided by a local education authority, see pp. 36, 38, 
ante ; for the indirect control of the Board of Education over the teaching 
profession through the regulations for Exchequer grants-in-aid, see p. 9, ante ; 
for provisions affecting teachers m the Acts relating to educational charities, see 
pp. 106, 108, ante. 

(b) For forms of agreements etc. as to teachers, see Encyclopcodia of Forms, 
Vol. XVI., pp. G23 et eeq, 

(c) Seep. 125, poet. 

(a) See p. 127, poet. 

(c) See p. 127, post. 

(f) See p. 127, post, 

\g) For proof of contract by school prospectus, see VTiUiame v. Stoughton 
(1817), 2 Stark. 292 ; Clay v. Gro/te (1851), 20 L. J. (ex.) 361 ; Edgar v. BUck 
(1816), 1 Stark. 464 (stamp unnecessary) ; Darnell v. Tratt (1825), 2 C. & P. 82 , 
Clemente v. May (1836), 7 0. & P. 678. See title Contract, Vol. VII., p. 536. 
In the case of a pubhc elementary school, the attendance of a child being com- 
pulsory under statutoiy rules, no promise to pay foes can be implied merely from 
such attendance, and, eemble, no contractual 1 elation can be implied therefrom 
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take place except upon reasonable grounds and in the honest 
exercise of the schoolmaster’s discretion (h), 

284. The master is in loco pareiitis ; the parent delegates to him 
all his own authority over the child, so far as it is necessary for the 
child’s welfare (t), though this delegation is revocable (A). The 
parent further undertakes that the master shall be at liberty to 
enforce with regard to the child the rules of the school, or at all 
events such rules as are known to him and to which he has 
expressly or impliedly agreed {1), The master is bound to take such 
care of his pupils as a careful father would take of his children (w). 

285. The contract sometimes expressly provides that fees must 
be paid in advance (a), sometimes that either a term’s notice must 
be given or a term’s fees be paid in the event of the removal of a 
pupil. In the latter case, if no notice be given, the master can sue 
for the fees as a sum payable for non-performance of the con- 
tract (a). If the contract provides for a term’s notice in case of 
removal, but makes no stipulation for payment of a term’s fees in 
default of notice, the schoolmaster is entitled to recover only lost 
profits if the parent removes his child without notice (6). Where 
the removal is merely temporary, or where the child is absent for 
a term through illness, the parent is not liable in the absence 
of special circumstances (c). In cases of expulsion for good cause, 
the schoolmaster is entitled to the whole term’s fees {d). 

The schoolmaster cannot recover from the parent sums spent 
without authoiity upon the pupil’s behalf. There is no general 
authority to supply clothing to the pupil without the parent’s 
sanction (e). 

286. The mere announcement of a scholarship examination does 
not result in a contract upon which the schoolmaster can be sued 


Sect. 2. 
Common 
Law Roles. 

In loco 
varentU, 


Notice befc re 
removal 
of pupil. 


Money paid. 


Scholarship. 


between parent and echoohnaster or school authority {London School Board v. 
Wright (1884), 12 Q. 13. D. 578, C. A. ; and see note (e), p. 31, ante. The 
statements in sub-s. 1, supra, are equally applicable in cases whore the contract 
is between the parent and the governors of a school. 

g Fitzgerald v. Northcote (18G5), 4 F. & F. 656, CocKBUiiN, O.J., at p. 685. 
Fitzgerald v. Nat'thcote, supra, per Cockburn, C.J., at p. 689, and see per 
Lord Alv^hsTONE, C.J., in Ooldney v. King (1910), Times, 7tn February, 1910. 

(A:) See Price v. Wdkins (1888), 58 L. T. 680 ; compare R. v. Barnardo (1890), 
24 Q. B. D. 283, C.A. 

(?) Price V. Wilkins (1888), 58 L. T. 680, per Wills, J., at p. 682. If the parent 
breaks the contract, the schoolmaster may refuse to complete his part of it, and 
may sue for fees due {ihd.). See also Goldney v. King, supra. As to the parent’s 
knowledge of the rules, see Mansell v. Qriffin, [1908] 1 K. B. 160, per Walton, J., 
at p. 169, and also at p. 947, C. A.. 

(rw) Willtams v. K<tdy (1893), 10 T. L. B. 41, 0. A., a case of an action in toit 
for negligence brought by a pupil against his master; compare as to negligence 
in the conduct of schools, note (A), p. 39, ante; and ^ee titles Negligence ; Tort, 
(n) See Jones v. Turner (1891), 7 T. L. R. 421. 

(a) Lennssen v. Thornton (1887), 3 T, L. R. 657 ; see Kardly v. Price (1806), 2 
Bos. & P. (n. R.) 333, discussed in Fewings v. Ttsdal (1847), 1 Exch. 295, 298 ; 
and compare Herring v. Boyle (1834), 1 Cr. M. & R. 377. 

(6) Denman y. IVinatanlep (1887), 4 T. L. R. 127; compare Collins y. Price 
(1828), 5 Bin". 132, where illness cominoncing after the commencomont of the 
term was hela not to excuse payment of the terms’ fees. 

(c) Simeon v. Watson (1877), 46 L. J. (q. B.) GT9, following Boast v. F'irth 
(1868), L. R. 4 0. P. 1. 

(d) Price V. Wilkins (1888), 58 L. T. 680. 

(e) aementa v. Williams (1837), 8 0. & P. 58, 
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Sect. 2. ly the competitor who obtains most marks. If a scholarship is 
Common offered to the candidate who passes best,” he must nevertheless 
Law Eules. pass to the satisfaction of his examiners (/). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Fewer to Punish Ptqnla. 

Punishment. 287. For purposes of correction the schoolmaster (who in this 
respect represents the parent, and is the delegate of the parental 
authority) may inflict moderate and reasonable punishment. If it 
be administered to gratify passion or rage, or with an instrument 
which is unfitted for the purpose, and dangerous to life or limb, or 
if it be excessive in nature or degree, or protracted beyond the 
pupil's powers of endurance, the punishment is unlawful {g). 

Unlawful punishment may make the master liable to criminal pro- 
ceedings for assault (or even, if the pupil dies, for murder or 
manslaughter (h ) ), and to a civil action for damages also (/). 

The power to inflict moderate and reasonable corporal punish- 
ment may be delegated to an assistant master, or to a prefect or 
monitor (/c). 

Punishment maybe inflicted for offences committed not only within 
the school precincts, but alsg on the way to or from school (Z). 

The master has power to detain a pupil by way of reasonable 
punishment for disobedience (wi). But the parent has a remedy by 
habeas corpus if the pupil be detained against the parent’s wish (n). 

A headmaster has authority to expel any pupil whose conduct is 
such chat he could not any longer be permitted to remain without 
danger to the school, but such authority must be exercised honestly 
and reasonably, and not wantonly or capriciously (o). 


(/*) lloolce Y . Dawson y [ISOoj 1 Ch. 480; compare Spacer v. Harding (1870), 
Ij. 11. 5 C. P. 561. See title Conthaot, Yol. VIl., p. 316. 

{g) It. V. Ilopiey (1860), 2 F. & F. 202, per CocKBUUN, C. J., at p. 206. CaiiiupF 
a pupil attending a public elementary school on the hand is not in itself 
cnminal if the punishment is otherwise reasonable {Gardner v. liyqrave (18S9), 
6 T. L. E. 23) Fora case of accidental injury by caning the hand, see i^cojgie 
V. Lawrie (1883), 10 R. (Ct. of Sess.) 610. As to w'hat part of the body ma}’^ be 
struck, see Gardner v. Bygrave (1889), as repoited 53 J. P. T43, per Mathew. J. 

(/<) See title Criminal Law and Procedure, Yol. IX., pp. 577—578. The 
master’s power of inflicting punishment received statutory recognition in the 
Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 37. 

(t) See title Tkestass. 

Ik) Re Basingstoke School (1877), 41 J. P .1 1 8. As to public elementary schools, 
where there may he special regulations, see ManscU v. Griffiiiy [1908] 1 K. B 
160, per PliiLLiMORE, J., at p. 166, and compare also ihid.y at p. 947, C. A. 

(1) Cleary v. Booths [1893] 1 Q. B. 465. 

{m) Fitzgerald v. Northcote (1865), 4 F. & F. 656, 663, n. (a), and see 
note (t), p. 123, ante. In the case of a pupil attending a public elementary 
school under the statutory rules relating to compulsory school attendance 
(see p. 58, aufe), detention beyond the period of attendance required by the 
bye-laws is not justified by those rules, and where such detention was 
enforced by a schoolmaster as a punishment for not obeying a direction to 
study at home (a direction equally not justified by the statutory rules), it 
was held that the detention could not, in the circumstances, bo treated as 
a matter of school discipline hut was an assault {Hunter v. Johnson (1884), 
13 Q. B. B. 225). 

(ti) 7*n’ce V. Wilkins (1888), 58 L. T. 680, per Wills, J., at p. 682 ; and see 
Hunter v. JohnsoHy supra. 

(o) Fitzgerald v. Northcote (1865), 4 F. & F. 656, per COOKBURN, C.J., at 
p. 690 followed in Tliitty. Ilaileyhury College {Oover7iora) (1888), 4 T. L. B. 623. 
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Sect. 3. — Schoolmasters as Officers of Charities. 

288. The appointment and dismissal of a schoolmaster ordi- 
narily depends upon the general rules governing the contractual 
relations beween master and servant (p). But where the school is 
a charitable foundation a schoolmaster may have additional rights 
and remedies in equity as an officer of a charity (q). The effect 
of the statutory jurisdiction of the Charity Commissioners and the 
Board of Education over charities is in some cases to render the 
rules and jurisdiction of courts of equity to some extent inoperative 
in practice, especially in the case of charities coming within the 
categories of the Endowed Schools Acts (r). Apart, however, from 
such special circumstances as may arise from that jurisdiction, the 
usual rules relating to charities apply to a schoolmaster who is an 
officer of a charity. 

289. The status of such a schoolmaster will depend upon the 
terms of the trust deed or other instrument regulating the charity. 
He may, according to the terms of the trust, be appointed for 
life (a), or during pleasure (d), or otherwise (c). 

A bond by which a schoolmaster undertakes to resign in specified 
circumstances may be required as a condition of his appointment, 
but must not be corruptly used (d). 


(р) Equity will not compel a master to retain in his employment a ser- 
vant whom he wishes to dismiss, but will leave the servant, if wrongfully 
dismissed, to his remedy at law in damages (Stocler v. Brockelbank (18ol), 3 
Mac. & Q-. 2o0 ; Johnson v. Shrewshurij and Birmingham Bail. Co. (1853), 3 1)© 
G. M. & G. 914, C. A.; Lane v. Norman (1891), 66 L. T. 83); and see, 
generally, titles Injunction ; Master and Servant. See for formation of 
contract between schoolmaster and governing body, Powell v. Lee (1908), 99 
L. T. 284. 

(<^) Tho court has a general equitable jurisdiction over charities to secure 
their conduct in accordance with tho trusts, and an officer of a charity, either 
os trustee or beneficiary, may invoke its aid by injunction to prevent a breach 
of trust {Willis V. Chtldt (1851), 13 Boav. 117 ; Daugarsy. Rivaz (1860), 28 Beav. 
233 ; BenthaU v. Kdmorey {Earl) (1883), 25 Ch. I). 39, 0. A. ; Lane v. Norman, 
supra ; and see cases in notes following). For the subject fuUy treated, see title 
Charities, Vol. IV., pp. 247 et seq., and pp. 294 et seg. 

(r) See title Charities, Vol. IV., p. 314, for tho powers of tho Charity Com- 
missioners and the Board of Education under the Charitable Trusts Acts to 
authorise the removal of schoolmasters and other officers of charities ; and see 
tbid., pp. 310 et sctj.j as to actions b>" officers of charities requiring the consent 
of the Commissioners or that Board under tho Acts. For cases within the 
Endowed Schools Acts, and especially tho Endowed Schools (Masters) Act, 1908 
(8 Edw. 7, c. 39), see p. 106, ante. 

(rt) Re Chipping Sodbury Free Grammar School (1829), 8 L. J. (o. S.) (CH.) 13 ; 
Re Phillips's Charity, Ex parte Newman (1845), 9 Jur. 959. As to his naving a 
“vested interest’^ in his office, sco A.-Q. v. Louth Free School {Warden etc.) 
(1851), 14 Beav. 201 ; Re Alleyn's College, Dulwich (1876), 1 App. Cas. 68, P. C. 
For the treatment of vested interests in schemes under tho Endowed Schooha 
Acts, see p. 105. ante, 

{h) R. V. Dailington School {Governors) (1844), 0 Q. B. 682. 

(с) In R. V. Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire Rail. Co. (1854), 4 E. & 

88, the master’s interest in the achoolhouse was hold to bo not greater than a# 
tenant for a year or from year to year for the purposes of the Lands Clausoa 
Consolidation Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 18), ss. 68, 121. 

{d) Legh V. Lewis {\801), 1 East, 391 (bond taken by patron); but see Re 
Royston Free Grammar School (1839), 2 Beav. 228 (bond improperly taken by 
trustees); see also Fisher v. Jackson, [1891] 2 Ch. 84, 101. 
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Sect. 8. 
School- 
masters 
as Officers 
of Charities. 


The right to appoint a schoolmaster of a charitable foundation 
depends upon the trusts. In the absence of specific direction it 
may belong to the founder or his heirs (<?), or to a visitor (/) ; it 
may conceivably be alienated (<7). The right must be exercised in 
the manner, if any, prescribed by the trusts (/i), and must result in 
the appointment of a person qualified under the trusts (i). 

Similarly, the right to dismiss is subject to the trusts, and must 
be exercised in the proper form(/i:). Misconduct®, neglect of 
scholars (m), neglect of prescribed duties {n\ or the holding of 
other office incompatible with, or involving neglect of, his master- 
ship (0) would be good grounds for dismissing a schoolmaster ( p). 

The power to appoint and dismiss in such cases must not be 
exercised oppressively or from any corrupt or indirect motive (q), 
but bond fide and upon reasonable grounds, in which case it will 
not be interfered with ir). 

An appointment or dismissal which for any of the foregoing 
reasons is irregular may be restrained by injunction (s) ; but wdiero 

(e) See A.-G'. v. Black (I8O0), 11 Vos. 191 (failure of founder and heirs). 

/) See Leqh v. Lewis (1801), 1 East, 391. For powers of visitors see title 
CnARiTiES, Vol. IV., pp. 291 et seq. 

{g) A.-O. V. Brentwood School {Master) (1833), 1 My. & K. 376 ; 3 B. & Ad. 59 ; 
A.-O. V. Bouchereit (1858), 25 Beav. 116. 

(/i) Where trustees appoint, a maj ority may make the appointment ( Withnell v. 
Gartham (1795), 6 Term llep. 388) whore such usage has prevailed ( Wtllcinson v. 
Matin (1832), 2 Cr. & J. 630). See Re Butter wick Free School (1851), 15 Jur. 913. 
A master appointed by trustees de facto in control of a school will not after many 
years of office have his appointment, although not duly made, questioned, Ba\e 
on grounds of misconduct (^.-(7. v. Hartley (1820), 2 Jac. & W. 353) ; compare 
Fvl*‘y V. Wontner (1820), 2 Jac. & W. 245. 

(t) A,^G. V. Wyehffe (1748), 1 Ves. Sen. 80 (master to be in piiesb’s orders). 
The schoolmaster of a Onurch of England school should be a membor of that 
Church ; but this is not indispensable. The appointment of a Dissenter would 
not bo a breach of trust, but the circumstances must bo peculiar to justify it 
{A.-G, V. Clifton (1863), 32 Beav. 596). Where trustees had power to appoint 
subject to tho approval of the lord of the manor, appointment of tho lord 
himself as headmaster was held inconsistent with the trusts {Re Risley School 
(1830), 8 L. J. (o. s.) (CH.) 129). 

(Zr) Wilkinson v. Mcdin, supra, atpp. 656-7 ; Re Alleyn's College, Dulwich (1876), 
1 App, Cas. 68, P. C. ; Lane v. Foiman (1891), 61 Jj. J. (cii.) 149; Fisher v. 
Jackson^ [1891] 2 Ch. 84; see also Ryan v. Jenkiiison (1855), 25 L, J. (q. b.) 11. 
A majority may dismiss, subject to the views of tho minority being heard 
{Fisher v. Jackson, suyra, at p. 94). A headmaster appointed for life is irro- 
movahlo as long as he acts with propriety {Re Chirping Sodhury Free Grammar- 
School (1829), 8 L. J. (o. s.) (cu.) 13). 

(?) See judgment in Re Phillips's Charity, Kx parte Newman (1815), 9 Jur. 959. 
Tho charge against him ought to be specifically made in writing {ihid,) ; soe R. 
V. Darlington School {Governors) (1844), 6 Q. B. 682, discussed in Dean v. Bennett 
(1870), 6 Ch. App 489, at pp. 494-5. He lias a right to be heard in his defence 
before removal {Doe d. I'hanet {Earl) v. Gartham (1823), 8 Moore (o. P.), 368 ; 
Lane v. Norman, supra ; Fisher v. Jackson, supra), 

(m) Doe d. Coyle v. Cole (1831), 6 C. & P. 359. 

{n) A,-G, V. Coopers' Co. (1812), 19 Ves. 187; but apparently not for the 
mere misunderstanding of duty {ibid., at p. 192). 

(o) A.-G. V. Hartley (1820), 2 Jac. & W. 353. 

( p) And see the common law rules under title Master and Servant ; 
see also Bowers v. Ymng (1904), 48 Sol. Jo. 733. 

(7) /i. V. Darlington School {Governors), supra; Re Burton School, Kx parte Holland 
(1847), 11 Jur. 581 ; see Dummery. Chippenham Corporation (1807), 14 Ves. 245, 252 
(corrupt act of corporation) ; compare Doe d. Childey. With (1850), 5 Exch. 894. 

(r) Re Fremington Sihool, Exparte Ward (1847), 11 Jur. 421. 

t«) See cases cited in note (7), p. 125, ante. As to whether the consent of the 
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visitatorial jurisdiction exists, the court will not interfere to try 
the master’s right to his office, save where there is an express 
trust (t). 


Sect. 4. — Candidates for the Teaching Profession. 

290. A candidate for the teaching profession may, notwith- 
standing that he is an infant, bind himself, subject to prescribed 
conditions, in consideration of any grants made by the Board of 
Education in respect of his maintenance, education, and training, 
to complete any specified course of education or training, and 
subsequently to follow the profession of teacher for any period and 
in any manner specified and, in default, to repay to the Board any 
specified proportion of the grants so made (a). 

Sect. 5. — Ilcqistration of Teachers. 

291. A registration council, representative of the teaching pro- 
fession, may bo constituted by Order in Council with the duty of 
forming and keeping a register of teachers who satisfy tlie conditions 
imposed by the council and ai)ply to be registered. The register is 
to contain the names and addresses of all registered teachers in 
alphabetical order in one column, with the date of registration, and 
such further statement of their attainments, training, and experience, 
as the council determine {h). 

Sect. 6. — Pension Scheme for Certificated Teachers. 

292. A statutory scheme of pensions exists for the benefit of 
teachers certificated by the Board of Education for service in public 
elementary schools (r). The scheme is worked out in great detail, 
partly in the statute authorising it, and i^artly by rules made jointly 

Chanty Coinmissiouers is required for such an action, see Ikndall v. Dlatr 
(ISyO), 45 Ch. D. 139, C. A.; Iluohe. v. Duwsm, [1895] 1 Ch. 480; and title 
CiTARTTiES, Vol. IV., p. 310. A properly dismissed schoolmaster may be 
restrained by injunction from intci meddling with the school or retaining 
possession of the schoulhouse ; see Holme v. Ouy (1877), 6 Ch. D. 901 ; but 
ejectment cannot be maintained against him until his interest therein ia 
determined {Doe d. Thauet {Karl) v. Onrtham (1823), 8 Moore (o. P.), 368). 

{t) A -G.y. Maydalen College^ Oxford (18^7), 10 Beav. 402 ; Whiston v. Rochester 
{Ihan and Chapter) (1849), 7 Hare, 632 ; Willis v. Ghilde (1851), 13 Boav. 117. 
And SCO title CiiAiiiTiES, Vol. IV., pp. 287 — 294 (nature of visitatoiial power), 
pp. 299-300 (contiol of the court over visitors). 

(a) Kdiication (Administrative Provisions) Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 29), 8.4. 

{h) Education (Administnitive I’rovisions) Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 43), s. 16, 
repealing s. 4 (a) of the Board of Education Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 33), which 
imposed upon the Consultative Committee of the Board of Education (see p. 8, 
ante) the duty of forming such a register. By Order in Council made under s. 4 (a) 
of the latter Act, a teachers’ rogistiation council was in fact established. 
85. 16 (4), (5) of the lirst-namod Act pves power by Onlcr in Council to 
dissolve this council after transferring its jiropcrty to a now council. Any 
Order made under the section may bo revoked or amended by a subsequent 
Order. No Order has yet been made establishing a new registration council. 

(c) Individual local authorities have also instituted pension schemes under 
special Acts ; see Education Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 42), Sched. II. (20), for the 
power to admit to such schemes oflicers transferred under the Act. For a case 
of a teacher seeking to recover his contributions to a voluntary fund established 
by agreement by a school board, see Phillips v. London School Board, Cockerlun 
V. Same, [1898] 2 Q. B. 447, 0. A. 
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by the Treasury and the Board of Education under statutory 
authority (d). All teachers certificated since the 1st April, 1899, 
are subject to the scheme and its provisions. Teachers certificated 
before that date were given an option to accept the scheme within 
a limited time from that date, and upon so accepting it they became 
subject to it, with certain minor modifications. Teachers already 
certificated before that date who did not duly accept the scheme 
are unaffected by it (e). The following statement is a summary 
of its main features* 

293. No teacher may be certificated in future unless the Board 
of Education are satisfied as to his physical capacity. Certificates 
of all teachers coming within the scheme expire at the age of sixty- 
five, unless they are renewed by the Board for a limited time on 
account of special fitness (/). 

The scheme established three kinds of pensions— an annuity 
payable out of the Deferred Annuity Fund (a fund made up of 
annual contributions of the teachers), a superannuation allowance 
payable out of moneys provided by Parliament, and a disablement 
allowance also payable out of moneys provided by Parliament. 
No pension under the scheme can be charged or assigned, or pass 
to a trustee in bankruptcy (^). 

The benefits of the scheme are further dependent upon a teacher 
serving in certain capacities, namely, either as a certificated teacher 
in a public elementary school, or as a teacher in a training college, 
or in certain other capacities connected with public elementary 
schools, or as a teacher in a certified reformatory or industrial 
school, such service being called recorded service (h). 

294. Teachers to whom the scheme applies must during 
recorded service make annual contributions to the Deferred Annuity 
Fund of £3 in case of men, and of £'2 in case of women, or of 
such higher sums as the Treasury, subject to statutory conditions, 
may direct, according to the average scale of salaries for the time 
being (i). 

The return for these contributions is an annuity commencing at 


(d) Elementary School Teachers’ (Superannuation) Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Yict. 
c. o7). “Presciibed,” which is used throughout the Act, in place of detailed 
particulars, means prescribed by rules under the Act (zb/d., ss. 6, 11). A 
discretionary grant of pensions by the Board of Education was authorised by 
the Code (see p. 10, a/de) for teachers certificated before May 9th, 1862, out of 
moneys provided by Parli anient (see tbzd., s. 5 (3) ). The grant of certificates to 
teachers by the Board of Education is an executive function, based upon the 
Code, but subject to the rules imposed by the Act April 1st, 1899, is the date 
of the commencement of the Act. 

(e) Ibid., ss. 1, 6 

(/) Ibid., 8 . 1 ; and see s. 2 (b) for a modification in the case of existing 
teachers. 

(a) I6/d.,8.9(2). 

(h) Ibid., B. 1 ; and see especially, sub-s. 5. As to reformatory and indus- 
trial schools, see p. 70, ante; as to other institutions, see pp. 10, 29, ante. 
For the effect of bankruptcy on pensions, see title BANKRUProy and 
Insqlvency, Vol. II., p. 191. 

(t) Ibid., B. 1 (2) (b), (3), (4). These sums are now (1910) fixed at £3 10«. for 
men, and £2 8d. for women. 
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the age of sixty-five, out of the Deferred Annuity Fund, of an 
amount calculated according to statutory tables framed upon an 
actuarial basis so as to secure the fund from loss (a). 

The Deferred Annuity Fund is managed by the National Debt 
Commissioners (b). 

Employers of teachers may deduct the amount of their con- 
tributions from their salaries and pay it to the Fund (c). 

295. The superannuation allowance is a pension of 10«. a year 
for each year of recorded service, payable at the age of sixty-five out 
of moneys provided by Parliament, upon condition that the con- 
tributions to the Deferred Annuity Fund for the purpose of the 
above-mentioned annuity have been duly paid, and that the teacher 
has served in recorded service half the time since he became certifi- 
cated (d). An augmentation of the sum of 10«. is permitted in 
the case of teachers certificated prior to the 1st April, 1899, in 
respect of recorded service before that date (<?). A superannuation 
allowance is revocable for misconduct (/). 

An allowance called a disablement allowance, payable by the 
Treasury out of moneys provided by Parliament, may be made 
to any teacher who has become permanently incapable, owing to 
infirmity of mind or body, of being an efficient teacher in a public 
elementary school, and who has served in recorded eervice not 
less than ten years and not less than half the time since he 
became certificated (f/). The allowance must not exceed, for ten 
complete years of recorded service, in the case of a man jB 20, and 
in the case of a woman £15, with an addition, for each additional 
complete year, of £1 in the case of a man, and of 13«. 4d. in the 
case of a woman. The allowance must not, in any case, exceed 
the amount which the teacher might obtain from an annuity 
and superannuation allowance by continuing to serve till the 
age of sixty-five (/O. A person having a disablement allowance 
does not, at sixty-five, get also an annuity or a superannuation 
allowance (i). 

A disablement allowance is reconsidered from time to time by the 
Treasury (k). 

A person may be disqualified for a disablement allowance by 
misconduct causing or increasing his infirmity, by marriage, or by 
ceasing to be in need of it (/). 


(a) Elementary School Teachers (Superannuation) Act, 1898 (G1 & 02 Yict. 
c. 57), 8. 1 (2) (c), s. 4. Whore a certificate is renewed after sixty-five, the 
pension begins on its expiration. 

(h) Ibid,, s. 3. 
fc) Ibid,, s. 3 (1). 

(d) Ibid,, 8. i (2) (d). The pension dates from the expiration of the 
certificate in case of its renewal after sixty-five. 

(e) Ibid,, B, 5 (2) (a). 

(/) Ibid., 8. 8 (2) ; and see also s. 6 (1) (cL 
(g) Ibid„B.2{l), 

h) Ibid, 

(t) Ibid., 8. 2 (2). 

(/?) Ibid., 8 . 2 (3). 

(/) Ibid. 
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296. Various questions which may arise in the application of 
the pension scheme are to be determined by the Treasury or the 
Board of Education (wi). 


(m) Elementary School Teachers (Superannuation) Act, 1898 (G1 & G2 Viet. 
0. 57), B. 7. 
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Part L— Introduction. 

Part I. — Introduction. 

297. In every civilised State where freedom prevails the conduct 
of affairs, as well in the community at large as in the many sub- — * 
ordinate institutions which exist within it, is practically in the 
hands of majorities, and accordingly the right to vote, the conditions 
under which that right can be exercised, the proportional value of 
each vote, the qualification of the voters, and of the representatives 
for whom they vote (a), the registration of the voters, the safeguards 
against an improper exercise of the franchise, the regulations under 
which elections are held, corrected, or set aside, the penalties 
imposed on those who abuse the system, and, above all, the nature 
of the tribunals to whom the decision of all these matters is com- 
mitted-all these things must, or ought to be, of vital importance 
to every thoughtful citizen. 

This is not the place to attempt to trace the general evolution of 
settled law from the rough elements of natural right and justice, 
but probably no branch of jurisprudence exhibits more clearly the 
gradual transition above indicated than that which governs the law 
and practice of elections. 

In the early beginnings of representative government the right 
to vote for members of the great assembly of the nation in 
Parliament was of a most elementary character, gaining strength 
as the people from time to time learned more and more to realise 
the power which they possessed. For a long time the de Jacto rulers 
kept a firm hold on the reins. Thus, until comparatively recent 
years, Parliament decided practically according to its own unfettered 
will all questions which arose in relation to the franchise and its 
exercise, to the freedom of voting, and to purity or corruption 
accompanying an election. 

In the reign of King James L, ** certain rules or great 
outlines of the legal rights of voting ” were “ laid down as a 
guide and direction to the electors and candidates in the country, 
and as a remembrance of the reasons and grounds upon which the 
determinations of the House were lounded” (b). It was at that 
time, after some curious instances to the contrary, “ universally 
known and admitted to be the sole right of the House of Commons 
to examine and determine all matters relating to the elociion of 
their own members, and that neither the qualification of any elector 
nor the right of any person elected is cognisable or determinable, 
or will be suffered by that House to be called in question by any 
other judicature whatsoever (except in such cases as were specially 
provided for by Act of Parliament ” (c)). And it seems that in 
ancient times Parliament arrogated, or attempted to arrogate, to itself 
even the power of inflicting punishment for bribery at elections (d). 

Later on the parliamentary committees which decided these 
matters were constituted, generally in proportion to the strength 
from time to time of the principal parties in the House of Commons. 

(tt) Por the law as to qualificatiou of candidates, sco title Pauliament. 

(b) Glanv. El. Cas. p. vi. 

(c) Ibid.y pp. IX., X. 

(d) See 2 l)oug. EL Cas. p. 402. 
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Pari I. Although the committees purported in all cases to act in accord- 
intro- ance with definite principles laid down by them, there can be little 

duction. doubt that their decisions were liable to be, and to some extent 

were, influenced by political or personal bias. This proposition, it is 
true, must not be put too high — first, because the seventeen sets of 
reports of election petitions (c) tried before parliamentary com- 
mittees from 1G24 to 1865 show on the face of them that the 
questions raised were discussed and determined on legal lines; and, 
secondly, because the Act of 1868, which first transferred the 
jurisdiction to a judge of the High Court, itself adopts (subject to 
rules of court) the principles, practice and rules on which com- 
mittees of the House of Commons had previously acted ” (/). 

But after making all due allowance for the credit which is due to 
the parliamentary committees for setting up and honestly trying 
to uphold just and equitable standards of decision, the inherent 
unfitness of non-legal tribunals whose impartiality was not above 
suspicion to deal with election petitions could not fail to become 
more and more apparent (</), and so it was gradually recognised by 
rarliamont itself that judicial knowledge and fairness in dealing 
with these matters were essential to the freedom and purity of 
elections, and this led at last in 1868 to the voluntary surrender of 
the real authority to the Judges. 

It would be diliicult to exaggerate the importance of this change. 
Instead of the casual and unscientific character of the decisions, 
and the inevitable party bias to wdiich they were subject, the same 
absolute fairness vhicli prevailed in the administration of the 
ordinary law was introduced into the determination of contested 
elections. And the cardinal point is this : the J udges are independent 
and irremovable, ** quaiiuJiu se bene rjesscrhit ” (/<), and all trace of 


(e) Por list of these see Jell’s “Where to fiixl your Law,” Srd od., p. 482. 

?/') Parliamentary Eloctious Act, 18G8 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 125), s. 26. 

(//) The view above expressed is coufirmed by reference toaiocont interesting 
work entitled “The Unroformed House of Commons,” by Edward Poiritt, 1903, 
of which the following passages on pp. 540, 541, Vol. 1., bear upon the matter 
in liand : — 

“ In 1770 the hearing and determining of election cases was transferred from 
Iho House to committees of fifteen members, whose determinations were final. 

“The change was brought about by the Grenville Act, carried against the 
opposition of George IIL and the North Administration. . . , Partisan 
influences were not eradicated by the transference of petitions to the Grenville 
committees. When petitions were detei mined by the House members were 
openly canvassed for their votes. After the Grenville >\ct the House made an 
order ‘ that no person do presume to solicit the attondance of membcis when 
the matter of any petition complaining of an undue election or return is ordered 
to be taken into consideration.* But in spite of this order members were 
canvassed by both jiarties to a petition to attend in the House when a ballot for 
a committee was being taken. 

“The committees at best were not ideal tribunals for the determination of 
the questions which came before them. Procedure was slow. . , . Frequently 
committees were occupied for from thirty to forty days, and the average expense 
of a committee was a hundred pounds a day. 

• • But the now method was a distinct improvement on the old openly partisan 
method of detennining these cases by a vote of the House.” 

(A) Act of Settlement, 1700 (12 & 13 Will 3, c. 2), s. 3 ; and note that afterwards 
by stat. (1700) 1 Geo. 3, c. 23, “ An Act for rendering more effectual the pro 
visions relating to the commission and salaries of Judges” the Judges wero 
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party influence is now removed from the consideration of every Parti. 
question relating to elections, and in substance every such question Intro- 
is decided by the Judges or their nominees. duction. 


Thus, in the first place are set forth in the followinj? pages, under 
their proper heads, the various franchises in parliamentary and 
municipal affairs respectively (i), depending partly upon what may be 
called the “Parliamentary common law” and partly upon statutory 
enactments, and all subject to interpretation by the courts of law. 

Next, the article deals with registration of the persons entitled to 
vote and the various steps which have to be taken in the preparation 
and publication of the lists, and with claims and entries of objections, 
followed by the authoritative review of the whole by the Kevising 
Barrister (.;). It will be observed that these judicial officers derive 
their jurisdiction from their appointment by the Judges, and their 
decisions are subject to review by the High Court, so that at this 
stage also the whole matter is entirely removed from the influence 
of party politics. Then follows an account of the legal regula- 
tions attending the conduct of elections, whether parliamentary or 
municipal, with all their elaborate provisions framed in order to 
preserve the freedom of election, and to prevent corrupt and 
illegal practices, and for various ancillary purposes (/c). 

Next comes the most important and critical head of all — the law Elechon 
and practice of petitions, l)y which the validity of the election is 
called in question and finally decided — both as regards parliamentary 
and municipal and other similar elections (Z). It is here that the 
totally independent authority of the irremovable Judge becomes 
most apparent. 

First, as to parliamentary election petitions. The Election Judges 
are appointed by rota from among the Judges of the King’s Bench 
Division of the High Court, so that it would be impossible for 
Parliament or for the executive government to have anything to do 
with their selection, or directly or indirectly to inlcrfere with their 
decisions, wliile any connection ^^ith politics which they may have 
individually had before they were raised to the bench is at an end 
from the time of their appointment. So far indeed is the whole 
nature of election petitions removed from the region of party strife 
that it is by no means uncommon to see counsel who are Known to 
entertain strong party preferences appealing before the tribunal in 


Dou tinned in their offices notwithstanding the deiniso of the Crown, and their 
full salaries were also absolutely secured to thorn during the continuance of their 
commissions. By the same Act, however, it is lawful for the Crown to remove 
any Judge or Judges upon the address of both Houses of rarliamont. According 
to Blackstono (1 Bl. Corn., ed. 1844, p. 267), iliis latter Act was enacted at 
the earnest recommendation of the King himself from the throne, “ His 
Majesty having been pleased to declare that ho looked upon the independ- 
ence and uprightness of the Judges as essential to the iinpaitial adminis- 
tration of justice, as one of the best securities of the rights and liberties of his 
subjects, and as most conducive to tho honour of the Crown.” The Act of 
Settlement above cited had, however, already established tire principle beyond 
a doubt. Seo Hallam’s “ Constitutional History,” od. 1867, p. 192. 

t i) See pp. 139—193, post 

j) See pp. 193— 257, 

k) Seo pp. 257 — 398, post. 

1) See pp. 408 — 525, poat. 
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support of candidates who represent the opposite side in politics 
to themselves, while actual members of Parliament are altogether 
precluded from appearing upon the trials of parliamentary election 
petitions as advocates (?n). Moreover, the Public Prosecutor is always 
represented in order to watch the case on behalf of the public with 
a view to the punishment of corrupt and illegal practices. And 
although in form the Election Judges make their report to Parlia- 
ment, such report must be adopted and acted upon as directed by 
statute (n)y as to t)]e result in the particular case, both as to the 
validity or invalidity of the election, and as to the disqualification of 
individuals who have offended ; and if the Judges report that there 
is reason to believe that genei*al bribery or corruption prevails in 
the constituency, Parliament usually takes steps to follow up such 
report by the appointment of a commission, with a view to pro- 
ceedings for disfranchisement of the borough or district incrimi- 
nated, or for a suspension of their right to be represented. A com- 
mission of barristers of not less than seven years’ standing (who 
are called Election Commissioners) is occasionally constituted to 
inquire into and report as to alleged corruption in any locality 
independently of any paiticular petition, but with the same end 
in view. These Commissioners, however, are not nominees of the 
Judges, but appointed by the Crown on a joint address by both 
Houses of Parliament (o). 

Again, as regards municipal election petitions (p), the same pro- 
cedure as that used in parliamentary election petitions is followed 
inutatis mutandis, the only real difference being that the tribunal 
to whom these petitions are referred for trial is a Commissioner 
appointed by the Election Judges on the rota for the year. And 
the importance of the responsibility reposed in tliis ofiicial is shown 
by the proviso in the statute that he must be a barrister of fifteen 
years’ standing {q ) — curiously enough, five years longer than is 
necessary for the qualification of a judge of the High Court ! (r). 

Here, too, the municipal authorities probably used formerly to 
deal with their own questions of disputed elections and the like. 
Certainly the court of the mayor and aldermen of the City of 
London have from time immemorial had jurisdiction (with the 
assistance of the Recorder) to determine w^hether the elections of 
aldermen were good (s). But now it seems that the jurisdiction is 
transferred to the Commissioner by virtue of Part IV. of the 
Municipal Corporations Act, 1882, and the Municipal Elections 
(Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884, s. 35. The old juris- 
diction, however, has been exercised quite lately {t). 


{m) Re Kinross {Lord), [1905] A. 0. 468, 471 ; see p. 442, post, 

(w) Election Commissioners Act, 1852 (16 & 16 Vict. c. 125), as amended by 
Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 125),s. 13 ; and Corrupt and 
lllof^al Practices Pievention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), s. 12. 

(o) 8oe 15 & 16 Vict. o. 67. 
fp) See p. 486, po8^. 

Iq) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 60), s. 92 ; Municipal 
Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Vict. c. 70), s. 36 (2). 
fr) Judicatuio Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Vict. c. 66), s. 8. 

(s) See R, v. JoJmsm (1836), 6 Nev. & M (K. B.) 870 ; and also those of common 
coiincilmen ; see Bolton v. Jejfes (1718), 2 13ro. l*arl. Cas. 463. 

{t) See the case of Port SoJeen Ward, Timrs, 24th January, 1906 
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The article concludes by enumerating and commenting on the 
various laws and enactments relating to the criminal law, penal 
actions, and injunctions connected with elections, and the legal 
decisions which have been pronounced thereupon (m). 

Thus there can be no doubt that whatever abuses or defects may 
have existed in the past, elections are now dealt with on sound and 
equitable principles, and that the even-handed justice administered 
by the courts of law is a guaranteed protection against the disturb- 
ing influences of party or politics. 


Part II. — Extent of Franchise. 

Sect. 1. — In Parliamentari/ Elections. 

298. No person is entitled to vote at any election for a county Registration 
or borough unless his name is on the register for the time being in necessary, 
force for such county or borough (a). 

Every person (b) whose name is on such register is entitled to 
vote, unless prohibited from voting by any statute or by the 
common law of Parliament (c). 

The register for each county or borough is an official list of 
persons entitled to vote at a parliamentary election, which is 
prepared annually (ri), and coi)ies of which may be obtained by 
any person at a price which is fixed by statute (e). 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Vcrsonal Qualifications, 

299. To entitle a person to have his name placed upon the Legal 
register, it is necessary that he should be of full ago (/), and that 

he should not be subject to any legal incapacity (r/). “ 

u) See ])p. 625—540, fiost, 

a) Ballot Act, 1872 (.35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), s. 7 ; Representation of the People 
Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), 8S. 31, 32. 

(5) “ Person ” does not for this purpose include “ corjioralion.’* No corporation 
as such has a right to be registered or to vote. A corpoiation sole, however, being 
also a person, may in the latter cajiacity have a right to vote. See Harris v. 

Phillips^ [1891] 1 Q. B. 2G7. See title ConroRATiONS, Vol. VIII., p. 374. 

(c) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), s. 7 ; and see pp. 313—315, post 

(d) Interpretation Act, 1889 (62 & 53 Vict. c. 63), s. 17 (2) ; see pp. 241 — 218, 
post. 

(e) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. c. 18), s. 49 ; 

Bee p. 244, post. 

(/) “Act lor further regulating elections of members to Parliament,” Stat. 

([1695) 7 & 8 Will. 3, c. 25, s. 8. At common law it has long been laid down that 
infants may not vote. “ Multitudes are hound by Acts of Parliament which are 
not parties to the elections, ... as men within the age of one-and-twenty years 
etc.” (4 Co. Inst. p. 4). Subsequent statutes stating qualifications have been 
passed to the same elfect. It is not necessary that the person claiming to be 
registered should be of full age during the whole of the qualifying period 
{Po^vell v. Bradly (1864), 18 C. B. (n. s.) 65). But it is not sutfieient for him to 
reach full age before his claim to he on the register is heard [Hargreaves v. Hopper 
(1875), 1 C. P. D. 195). It is sufficient if he is of full age on 31st July in the 
qualifying year (Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 
Vict. c. 26), s. 28 (7) ). This date docs not appear to be affected by s. 12 of the 
Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), wliicb alters the date of computation 
of the qualifying period from Slst to 15t]i July. 

[g) In referring to the other qualihcations for registration and voting it is 
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Peers. 


Aliens. 


Lunatics. 


300. Every female is subject at common law to an incapacity 
which prevents her from having a right to vote at a parliamentary 
election (/i) ; and when a statute gives a right to a man having 
certain qualifications to be registered as a parliamentary voter, this 
word must be construed as synonymous with male ” (i), although 
the general rule of interpretation of statutes is that, unless a 
contrary intention appears, words importing the masculine gender 
include females (A:), 

This rule, absolutely excluding females from the parliamentary 
franchise, obtains in counties as well as in boroughs {1 ) ; and a female 
has no locus standi to appeal against a refusal to place her name 
upon the register (m). 

301. A peer of Parliament is legally incapable of voting at a 
parliamentary election (w), even though his name may have been 
placed upon the register without objection (o). And this incapacity 
extends to the case of an Irish peer who has not been elected a 
representative peer, and who has not, therefore, any seat in the 
House of Lords (p). 

302. An alien is subject to a legal incapacity unless a certificate 
of naturalisation has been granted to him, or unless letters of 
denization have been granted by Ilis Majesty ( 5 ). 

303. Lunatics and idiots are subject at common law to an 
incapacity to vote at an election (a). A lunatic, however, may vote 
in a lucid interval (h). 


assinued tlirou^lioiit that the person complies with these essential personal 
(pialihcations. See Re])resentation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45). 
s. 20, and Representation ol the People Act, 1807 (30 & 31 Viefc. c. 102), sa. 3~5. 

(h) 4 Co. In.st. pp. 4, 5 ; Naim v. St, Andrews University^ [1009] A. C. 147. 
The law l^a3 exhaustively examined in Chorltonv. Lings (1868), L. R. 4 C. P. 374 ; 
and two iiniepoited cases which were said to show the contrary, namely, Catlmriae 
y. Surry (undated) and Holt v. Lyle (1006), cited in the course of the judgment of 
Lek, C.J., in Olive v. (1739), 7 Mod. Rep. 263, at pp. 264 and 271, but 

not indorsed by him, must he definitely regarded as overruled. 

{i) Chorlton v. Lings (1808), L. R. 4 C. P. 374. This decision was put on 
both grounds, the legal incapacity of the female and the true construction of the 
word “ man ” in the context. 

(A) Interpretation Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 63), s. 1 (a). 

{1) Chorlton v. Kessler (1868), L. R. 4 C. P. 337. 

(m) Wilson v. Salford [Town Clerk) (1868), L. R. 4 C. P. 398. 

(n) Beauchamp {Earl) v. Madresfield Overseers (1872), L. R. 8 C. P. 245 ; 4 Co 
Inst. pp. 2, 15. 

( 0 ) It was so decided by a parliamentary committee in the Droitwich Case (1835), 
Kn. & Omb. 05, in the case of Viscount Southwell. 

(p) liendlesham {Lord) v. Haward (1873), L. R. 9 C. P, 252. 

{q) Middlesex Case (1804), 2 Peck. 118 ; Tipperary Case (1875), 3 O’M. & 11. 36 ; 
Be Stepney Election Petition, Isaacson v. Durant (1886), 17 Q B. D. 54 ; Finsbury 
Central Division Case (1892), 4 O’M. & H. 171, 172 ; Meadinp Case (1838), Falc. & 
Fitz. 553; Bedford (1833), Cockb. & Rowe, 98. See title Aliens, Vol. I., 
pp. 308, 312, 314. 

B Bedfordshire {Burgess*) Case (1785), 2 Lud. E. C. 567. 

Biidgwater {Tucke-ds Case) (1803), 1 Peck. 108. Hence it seems that a 
lunatic making a claim in a lucid interval to be regi4ered has a right to be 
registered, so far as regards his legal incapacity ; but there do not appeal to be 
any cases on the subject 
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304. A person convicted of treason or felony, for wliicli he has 
been sentenced to death, or to penal servitude, or to any term of 
imprisonment with hard labour or to a term exceeding twelve months 
without hard labour, is (until he has suffered the punisliment 
to which he has been sentenced (c), or such other punishment as by 
competent authority may be substituted therefor, or receives a free 
pardon from His Majesty) incapable of exercising any right of 
suffrage whatever within England, Wales, or Ireland (d). But a person 
who has only been convicted of a misdemeanour has a right to be 
registered, and to vote unless his punishment de facto prevents him 
from so doing (c). An outlaw is subject to legal incapacity (/), and 
cannot be registered {g). 

305. A person found guilty on indictment, or by the report 
of an election court or election commissioners, of a corrupt prac- 
tice Qi) is, and continues for seven years thereafter to bo, incapable 
of being registered as an elector or voting at any election in the 
United Kingdom, whether such corrupt practice has been com- 
mitted at a parliamentary or a municipal election or at an election 
of parish councillors (i). A person found guilty on summary con- 
viction, or by the report of an election court or election commis- 
sioners, of an illegal practice (/c) is, and continues for five years 
thereafter to be, under a similar incapacity (Q. 

306. Every person who is convicted for the second time of the 
statutory offence of bribery or corruption of or by members, officers, 
or servants of corporations, councils, boards, commissions, or other 
public bodies is, at the discretion of the court before which he is 
convicted, liable to be adjudged incapable for seven years of being 


(c) A person released upon licence (commonly called a “ ticket-of-lenve man”) 
has not suffered tlie punisninent, but is still under sentence. See Penal Servitude 
Act, 185,3 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 99), ss. 9—11. 

{d) Forfeiture Act, 1870 (33 k 34 Vict. c. 23), a 2. See title Cbiminal Law 
AND PttOCEDURE, Vol. IX., pp. 428-429. As tins Act docs not extend to Scotland, 
it would seem tliat there a convict is not under a legal incapacity to vote. 

(e) lie Jones (1835), 2 Ad. & El. 436. But imprisonment may so break tlie 
occupation of premises for the qualifying period as to depiive a person of his right 
to be registered {Powell v. Giiest (18ffl), 18 C. B. (n. s.) 72). 

(/) “For hereby he loseth liheram legem^ is out of the King’s protection ” etc. 
(6 Bac. Abr., tit. Outlawry (ed. 1832), p. 47). 

(gf) Civil Procedure Acts Kepcal Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Vict. c. 59), s. 3. See 
also title Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 431, and R, v. Wilkes (1770), 
4 Burr. 2527, per Lord Mansfield, C.J., at p. 2551. 

(h) See pp. 281— 293, post. 

\i) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), 
as. 6, 37, 39 ; and Municipal Elections (Corrupt and illegal Practices) Act, 
1884 (47 & 48 Vict. c. 70), s. 23; and Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 
Vict. c. 73), s. 48 (3). 

Qc) See pp. 293—304, post 

(1) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), 
ss. 10, 37, 39 ; Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 
1884 (47 & 48 Vict. c. 70), s. 23; and Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 
Vict c. 73), s. 48 (3). A list of persons so convicted is prepared annually 
(Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), 
6.39). 
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registered as an elector or voting at an election of members to serve 
in Parliament or of members of any public body (in), 

307. A person who within a year previous to the 15th day of 
July in the year in which such person would otherwise be regis- 
tered has received parochial (n) relief is under legal incapacity, and 
is not to be registered (o). When a board of guardians finds work, 
which is unremunerative as far as the ratepayers are concerned, for 
a person resident in their union in response to an application by 
such person to the relieving officer for work, this is to be considered 
as parochial relief (p). But the provision of temporary work or 
other assistance for any person by a distress committee under the 
Unemployed Workmen Act, 1905, does not disentitle that person 
to be registered or to vote (q). 

308. When, how'ever, a person has in any part of the United 
Kingdom received for himself or for any member of his family any 
medical or surgical assistance (a) or any medicine at the expense of the 
poor rate, such person is not by reason thereof to be deprived of any 
right to be registered or to vote at any election, except an election 
of guardians or of any body acting in the distribution of relief to 
the poor from the poor rate (h). It is often a difficult question 
of degree whether the relief given in a particular case is medical 
assistance or ordinary relief ; and what may be medical assistance 
in the first instance may come to be ordinary relief in the course of 
time (c). All such questions are to be determined by the revising 
barrister, who is the final judge of the facts in these cases (d). 


(m) PuLlic Bodies (Corrupt Practices) Act, 1889 (52 & 63 Viet. c. GO), 
B. 2 (d). 

(n) See title Poor Law. As to alms other than j)arochial relief which may 
sometimes also be a disqualification, see pp. 144, 145, post, 

(o) Repiesentation of the People Act, 1832 (2 3 AViJl. 4, c. 45), s. 30 ; Re])re- 

sentation of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 102), s. 40. By s. 7 of 
Parliamentary and Municipal Rej'ibtration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 26), the 
date was altered from 31st to I5th day of July. As to the municipal franchise, 
see 8 . 7 of the Municiiial Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 50), (‘xtended 
to the county council Irauchise by s. 2 of the County Electors Act, 18& (51 & 52 
Vict. c. 10). 

(p) Magarrill v. WliiteJiaven Overseers (1885), 16 Q. B. D. 242. 

(q) 5 Edw. 7, c. 18, s. 1 (7). 

(a) This was held, in the circumstances of a particular case, to include the 
assistance of an uncertificated midwife supplied to the wife ot a claimant at the 
expense of the parish (Honeybone v. Hamhridge (1886), 18 Q. B. D. 418). See 
also M^Creery v. Hanrahan (1887), 1 Law. Reg. Cas. 256. 

(b) Medical Relief Disqualification Removal Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 46), 
8. 2 (a). As reganls vaccination by a public vaccinator, see Vaccination Act, 1867 
(30 & 31 Vict. c. 84), s. 26. As reganls infectious diseases, see the Public Health 
(London) Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Vict. c. 961, s. 80 (4), and the Isolation Hospitals 
Act, 1893 (56 & 67 Vict. c. 68), s. 23. These Acts supply additional safeguards 
against disqualification in respect of a'ssistance rendered under them at the public 
expensa See also s. 33 (4) of the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 
Vict. c. 60), and the Cleansing of Persons Act, 1897 (60 & 61 Vict. c. 31), s. 1. 

(c) For instance, where the wife of the person claiming to he registered had 
become the permanent inmate of a pauper lunatic asylum, and no payment had 
been made by him (Kirkhouse v. Blakeway. [1902] 1 K. B. 306). 

(d) Ibid. 
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309. The parent of a blind or a deaf child for whose education 
or for the boarding out of whom, with a view to education at the 
public expense, special facilities have been given by Act of Parlia- 
ment, is not by reason of any payment made thereunder in respect 
of his child to be deprived of any franchise or to be subject to 
any disability or disqualification (e). Neither does the provision 
of any meal to a child under the Education (Provision of Meals) 
Act, 1906 (/), nor the failure on the part of the parent to pay any 
amount demanded under the Act in respect of a meal, deprive the 
parent of any franchise or subject him to any disability. 

310. The receipt of an old age pension under the Old Age 
Pensions Act, 1908, does not deprive the pensioner of any right to 
be registered or to vote (g). 

311. Apart from those statutory exceptions, “ parochial relief ** 
may shortly be stated to include any relief or assistance in money {h) 
or kind (i) given to the person on whose behalf the vote is claimed, or 
to any person whom the recipient is bound by law to support (k)^ 
the burden of which falls upon the poor rate, and for which the 
recipient gives, in money or kind, either nothing or less than the 
value of the thing received (Z). The value of the thing given by 
the recipient is for this purpose to be reckoned from the point of 
view of the ratepayers, so that even if the recipient does give his 
labour in return for such relief or assistance, but gives it at less than 
the current rate of wages in the district, it will still be parochial 
relief ” if it is unremunerative, so far as the ratepayers are con- 
cerned, within the princiide above stated (m). But if the person 
on whose behalf the vote is claimed has given his undertaking to 
the guardians to repay the money, this undertaking may prevent 


(c) Elementary Education (Blind and Deaf Children) Act, 1893 (56 & 67 Viet, 
c. 42), 8. 10 (1). See title Education, p. 41, ante, 

(/) G Edw. 7, c. 67, 8. 4, See title Education, p. 32, ante. 

\g) 8 Edw. 7, c. 40, 8. 1 (4). 

(/i) Thus, where the person on whose behalf the vote was claimed had been 
supplied with the funeral expenses of liis child at the expense of the poor rate, 
tins was held to be ‘‘parocliiul relief” (Oldham Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 151, 161). 

(i) Thus, where the person on whose behalf the vole was claimed had been 
supplied with necessaries when an inmate in a lunatic asylum, and the expense 
of tliose necessaries would eventually fall upon the poor rate, this was considered 
“ parochial reliet ” (Bedford Case (1833), Cockb. & Rowe, 79). 

(Jc) Bedford Case, supra ; OJeehampton Case (1833), 1 Peck. 373 ; B&rwich-on^ 
Tweed Case (1860), Wolf. & B. 174. All relief given to the wife or child under 
sixteen of a man is considered as given to that man (Poor Law Amendment 
Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 66). “Child” includes legitimate or 
illegitimate child under sixteen of a woman whom a man marries (ihid.^ s. 57). 
But where the person on whose behalf the vote is claimed is not bound to 
support the person in question without an order of the justices, and no such 
(»rder has been made, it is otherwise (72. v. Ireland (1868), L. R. 3 Q. B. 130; 
Lancaster 2nd Case (1848) 1 Pow. R. & D. 164 ; Oldham Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H, 
159, 160 ; compare McDermott v. Chambers (1887), 22 L. R. Ir. 432). Where the 
person on whose behalf the vote was claimed jiaid all that he was asked to pay by 
the guardians towards the support of his father, he w'as held not to be ^qualified 
(Trotter v. Trevor (1862), 13 C. B. (n. s.) 48). 

(l) Mogarill v. Whitehaven Overseers (1885), 16 Q. B. D. 242. 

(m) Ibid. 


Sect. 1. 
In Parlia- 
mentary 
Elections. 

Children. 


Old age 
pensions. 


Definition of 
“ parochial 
relief.” 




144 


Elections, 


Sect. 1. 
In Parlia- 
mentary 
Elections. 

Alms, other 
than 

parochial 

relief. 


the assistance given from being regarded as parochial reliet(ji). 
The fact that the person claiming the vote has been excused from 
payment of poor rates upon the ground of poverty does not by 
itself disqualify him (o). 

312. A person who, within a year previous to the 15th day 
of July in the year in which such person would otherwise be 
registered, has received alms other (p) than parochial relief is also 
under legal incapacity, and is not to be registered, if the alms were 
such as before 1832 disqualified a man for being a voter by the law 
of Parliament (f/). The principle upon which such law of Parlia- 
ment was based is somewhat obscure (r) ; but in modern practice, as 
approved by courts of law, it may be stated that alms given by 
charities which are of such a nature as to imply that the partaker 
of them is in a state of indigence disqualify, whereas the alms of 
those charities which afford no such inference or from which a con- 
trary inference may be drawn do not disqualify, the person claiming 
to be registered (s). The court will always incline to favour the 
qualification unless the law compels it to decide otherwise (Q. The 


(n) Jioc/iejiter Case (1835), Kn, & Omb. 114 ; coini)are Oldham, Case (1809), 1 
O’M. & H. 151, 161. But where the person claiinin;; the vote had merely written 
** I hope I shall not be burdensome to you any more and will pay you as soon as I 
can,” tliis was held not to take the case out of the section {Canterbury Case (1855), 
Kn. & Omb. 321). By s. 58 of the Poor Law Amen<lment Act, 1834 (4 & 5 
Will. 4, c. 70), relief given by wny of loan under regulations approved ot uy the 
Local Government Board is a loan merely, and nut relief so as to disKpialify the 
borrower. 

(o) Mashiter v. Dunn (1848), 6 C. B. 30 ; Colchester Case (1789), 1 Peck. 507. 

(p) The other alms must be ejusdem generis. Compare the municipal c-sse 
of 2i. V. Lichfield Corporation (1842), 2 Q. B. 003. It was held m a case of the 
removal of a pauper that the words “public paiochial funds” in the Pariah 
Apprentices Act, 1816 (56 Geo. 3, c. 139), did not cover a cuse uhere a man’s son 
had been bound ajiprentice, and the money had been found out of a fund devised 
to the cburuliwaidens of HaleswortU in trust, inter alia, for binding out apprentices 
(It. V. Ualesworth (Inhabitants) (1832), 3 B. & Ad. 717). 

(q) lleprcsentation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 AVill. 4, c. 45), s. 36 ; and 
llepresentalion ot the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102), s. 40. 

(r) See Bedford Case (1779), 2 Doug. El. Cas. 110—122, and cases there cited. 
Compare also CoLhester Case, supra; Downton Case (1784), 1 Lud. E. C. 193; 
Gloucestershire Case (1777), Oime, Election Laws, 121 ; Sudbury Case (1780), 
Phil. El. Cas. 148; I'aunton Ccise (1775),! Doug. El. Cas. 372. Tlie old parlia- 
mentary committees, now abolibhed, decided these case'*, con'^idering each case 
on the facts. No principle of law appears to run clearly thi’onghout the cases; 
but, in so far as a principle is adumbrated, it is that stated in the text. The 
cases “are contlictiiig beyond the power of reconciliation” (Cowen y. Kingston- 
U}wn-Jlull (Town Clerk), [1897] 1 Q. B.,pcr Hawkins, J., at p. 273). Hence nr 
more are cited. 

(s) Smith V. Hall (1803), 15 C. B. (n. s.) 485, per Williams, J., at p. 498, 
citing Serjeant Ileywootl’s Digest of the Law respecting County Elections (ed. 
1812), p 278, which he calls “a book of very high authority,” in order to show what 
the law of Parliament was previously to 1832. But Serjeant Hey wood refem also to 
U, V. M unday (1801), 1 East, 684, wliere Lawrence, J., says ; “ However persons 
rated might have been poor and impotent at the lime when they were selected 
as objects of the charity, yet after their appointment to be members of the 
foundation they ceivst-d to he of that descrijjtion of persons, and therefore became 
rateable in proportion to the projierty so acquired.” See, too, K v. Ualesworth 
(Inhabitants) (1832), 3 B. & Ad. 717. 

(1) Smith V. Hull, supra, per Erle, C.J., at p. 498, 
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general idea underlying all the decisions is that persons so placed 
by their indigence as to be presumably subservient and destitute of all In Parlia* 
freedom of mind must not be permitted to exercise the franchise (a), 
since it is one of the first canons of election law that an election Elections, 
must be free {h). Three elements should be found before a man 
should be held to be disqualified on the ground of receipt of alms 
other than parochial relief, namely, poverty, receipt of alms, and 
the absence of that independence which is essential to the qualifica- 
tion of a voter (c). Whether these three elements are present is a 
question of fact(d) to be decided in each particular case. The 
statutory exceptions above mentioned under the heading of parochial 
relief apply also mutatis miitandia to the present case. 


313. A returning officer is disqualified to give a vote, except iieturniDj? * 
in the case of an equality of votes, but he is entitled, if otherwise 
qualified, to be registered Cc). And no agent, clerk, messenger or candidates, 
other person employed for payment by a candidate at an election 
may vote at such election (/). 


Sub-Sect. 2. — Property Quahjicatiom* 

314. In addition to the necessity that he should ho of full ago and Property 
that he should not be subject to any legal incapacity in the sense 
above explained, the person whose name it is sought to place upon 
the register must also have a certain property qualification — that is, 
a qualification depending in each case directly or indirectly upon 
property, and definitely fixed by law. Some of these qualifications 
arise in counties only *(//) ; some arise in boroughs only {h ) ; some 
are identical in counties and boroughs (i) ; and some are similar in 
counties and boroughs, but with slight modifications applying to 
the one or to the other respectively (y). The first of these qualifica- 
tions, which is known as the ownership franchise, ap)plies only to the 
case of counties. 


(i.) The Ownei'ship Franclme {Counties only), 

315. Three classes of freeholders are entitled to the ownership Freehold 
franchise : — estate of 

I. Every person, not otherwise incapacitated (k), who has (Z) a 


(a) Smith v. Hall (ISG.'i), 15 0. B. (n. 8 ) 485, per Erle, C.J, Compare Cowen 
V. Kingslon-Mpon-lIull {TownCleth\ [1907J 1 Q. B. 273. 

g See this sul^jcct discussed in detail, pp. 278 et seq.fpost. 

Harrison v. Carter (1876), 2 C. P. 1). 26 ; BaJcer v. Monmouth (Town Clerk) 
(1885), 34 W. R 64 ; Edwards v. Lloyd (1887), 20 Q. B. D. 302. 

{d) Danish v. Allard (1887), Fox & S. Reg. 70. The court is slow to disturb the 
decision of the revising barrister. Compare Die v. Kent (1890), Fox & S. Reg. 18G. 
(e) Ballot Act, 1872 (36 & 36 Viet. c. 33), s. 2. See p. 328, posi. 
if) Ibid.f 8. 25. Sec pp. 266, 268, post, 
ia) See pp. U5y 156, post. 
ft) See pp. 158, 178, poR 
U) See pp. 159, 163, 172, post 
0) See pp. 156— 169, posi. 
ft) See p. 139, ante. 

(0 This must now, apparently, be read as meaning who has on July 15th in 
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freehold estate of inheritance — t.e., an estate in fee simple or 
in fee tail — in lands or tenements of the annual value of 405., 
above all charges (7n), situate in the county in respect of which 
the vote is claimed (71), is qualified to be registered if he has been 
in actual possession of such estate or in receipt of the rents and 
profits for his own use, for six calendar months next previous 
to the 15th day of July (o) in the year of registration, unless the 
property came to him within such six months by descent, succes- 
sion, marriage, marriage settlement, devise, or by promotion to 
any benefice in a church or to any ofiQce (p). 

II. Every person not otherwise incapacitated (q) who has a free- 
hold estate for life or lives, of a clear annual value above all 
charges (r) of 405., is qualified to be registered if two other 
conditions are satisfied : — (1) he must be in actual and bond fide 
occupation (5) of the lands or tenements, or must have acquired his 
estate by marriage, marriage settlement, devise (t), or promotion to 
a benefice or office (u) ; (2) he must have been in actual possession 
of such estate, or in receij;)t of the rents or profits for his own use, 
for six calendar months next previous to the 15th day of July(r) 
in the year of registration, unless the property came to him within 
that period by descent, succession, marriage, marriage scttlemeiit, 
devise, or promotion to a benefice or office {iv)» 

III. Every person not otherwise incapacitated (a*), who has a 


the year of registration. Before 1832 it was probably necessaiy that he should 
have the required estate at the time of voting, but by s. 26 of the Bopresentation 
of the Peoido Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), the qualifying period therein 
prescribed is to be “ sutlicient any statute to the coutrary notwithstanding.” 
This apparently means sufficient to enable the person to be registered ; so that 
if he has lost bis title after July 15th, this fact is irrelevant. This seems to be the 
accepted view and to bo universally acted upon in practice, but the matter does 
not seem to be quite free from doubt. 

(m) An Act entitled “ What Sort of Men shall be Choosers and who shall be 
chosen Knights of the Parliament,” stat. (1420) 8 Hen. 6, c. 7. As to value, see 
p. 150, post. 

{n) An Act entitled “ Certain Things required in him who shall be a Chooser of 
the Knights in Parliament,” stat. (1430) 10 lien. 6, c. 2, the fiiither limitations 
imposed by the Representation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), 
8. 18, not applying to estates of inheritance. 

( 0 ) The date was altered from the 31st to the 15th of July by s. 12 of the 
Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 15). 

S Representation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), s. 26. 

See p. 139, ante. 

(r) See p. 150, post. 

(s) The holder of an **acre” (granted to him for life) is in actual occupation 
within the Representation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), s. 18, 
notwithstanding rights of aftergrass and common grunted to others [Tienfield v. 
Lowe (1869), L. R. 4 C. P. 451). See Phillips v. Salmon (1877), 3 C. P. D. 97. 

(i) The fellows of a college entitled as such under a will to payments from 
profits of land do not acquire an estate by devise (JPest v. liob{,on (1857), 3 C. B. 
(N. 8.) 422). 

(u) Representation of the Pcoide Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), a. 18. The 
Act specitically reserves the right of registration to those seised on 7lh June, 
1832, of an estate of 4()«. value, whether in occupation or not {ibid.). 

{v) The date was altered lioiii 3l8t to 15lh July by s. 12 ol the Registration 
Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 15). 

(«;) Repiesentation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), s. 26. 

(a;) See p. 139, ante. 



Part II. — Extent of Franchise. 


147 


freehold estate for life or lives of the clear yearly value of not less 
than £5 {y) above all rents and charges, is also qualified to be 
registered if the second only of the above conditions is satisfied (z). 

316. In each of the above cases it is the beneficial or equitable 
estate that qualifies, not merely the legal estate (a), but persons who 
have only a right to share in profits, such as shareholders in a 
music-hall (h) or in a bridge (c), even where the land is invested in 
a shareholders* committee of management (d), have no legal or 
equitable estate by virtue of which they can claim to be qualified (e). 
For this reason the members of a corporation aggregate (/*), of a 
dean and chapter (g), or of an unincorporated (h) or incorporated 
joint stock company (i), are not qualified in respect of the shares 
held by them. But paitners in possession, through their com- 
mittee of management, of freehold land purchased by them, and 
vested in trustees for their benefit, have an equitable interest to the 
extent of their respective shares {Jc), 

A customary freeholder may be qualified for the ownership 
franchise (1). An interest of the nature of an easement is not 
Bufiicient to qualify (m). 

317. In only two cases can a person be registered as possessing 
the ownership franchise in respect of the ownership of a rent- 
charge, namely, the owner of the whole of the tithe rentcharge of 
a rectory, vicarage, chapelry or beneGce to which an apportionment 
of tithe rentcharge has been made (jz) ; and a person registered (in 
respect of a rentcharge) on the 6th December, 1884, the date of the 


{y) The value was'clianged to £5 hy s. 6 of the Ilepresentation of the People 
Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102). 

(z) Representation of the PeoiJe Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), 8. 18. 
occupation is not required where the lands are of the clear yearly value of £5. 

(a) Jhid., 8. 23 ; Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), 
8. 74. See p. 150, post, 

(b) Freeman v. Gainsford (1865), 18 C. B. (n. s.) 185. 

(c) Tepper v. NicholU (1864), 18 C. B. (n. s.) 121. 

{(1) Wadmore v. Dear (1871), L. R. 7 C. P. 212. 

(e) Ibid. 

If) Acland v. Lends (1860), 9 C. B. (n s.) 32. 

((7) Harris v. Phillips^ [1891] 1 Q. B. 267. 

(h) Bennett v. Blain (1863), 15 C. B. (n. 8.) 518 ; Watson v. Black (1885), 10 
Q. B. D. 270. 

(i) Buhner v. Norris (1860), 9 C. B. (n. s.) 19. 

(Jc) Although the partnership deed declares that the property shall be deemed 
personal {Baxter v. Newman (1845), 14 L. J. (c. P.) 193 ; S. C. sub nom, Baxter v. 
Brown (1845), 7 Man. & G. 198). 

(/) Busker v. Thompson (1846), 4 0. B. 48; Passingham v. (1855), 17 
C.B. 299. 

(m) So proprietors of pews, even tnough the fee simple and inheritance be vested 
in them, have no freehold interest in the land or its profits {Brumfift v, Roberts 
(1870), L. R. 6 C. P. 224, in which Bovill, C.J., at p. 233, said: “The interest 
in a pew or seat ... is not an interest in land, . . . but more in the nature of 
an easement ”). See also Greenway v. Hochin (1870), L. R. 5 0. P. 235, and 
llinde V. Ckorlton (1866), L. R. 2 C. P. 104. 

(71) Representation of the People Act, 1884 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 3), s. 4 (1). The 
expression “ rentcharge *' includes a fee farm rent, a rent seek, a chief rent, a 
rent of assize, and any rent or annuity granted out of land {ibid.j s. 11). 
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passing of the Eepresentation of the People Act, 1884, provided he 
is not otherwise qualified under that Act (o). 

318. An estate of uncertain tenure not determinable at the mere 
will of the lord, but which may enure for the life of the party, is an 
estate of freehold (a). But a mere possibility that a pei son claiming 
the vote will enjoy the estate for his life is not enough to enable 
him to substantiate his claim. All the circumstances of each case 
must be taken into account in order to determine whether any 
right exists, known to law or equity, which could be enforced in the 
event of a dispute (6). 

319. As to the question, which has often arisen, whether inmates 
and officials of hospitals and other institutions have such interest in 
the property thereof as to qualify them for the franchise, everything 
depends upon the exact facts in each particular case. The best 


(o) Representation of the People Act, 1884 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 3), s. 10. As the 
rontcharge qualification is not entirely abolished, it may be useful to note the 
following decisions: An annuity may be derived from the profits of land, but 
unless it is charged upon the land it cannot qualify {Robinson v. Ainge (1869), 
L. R. 4 C. P. 429). A rentcharge on lands situated in two counties was held 
to be apportionable for the purposes of the parliamentary franchise {Barrow 
V. lluchmaster (1852), 12 C. B. 664; Beam v. IVatson (18*81), Colt. 268). It 
was also held that two distinct rentcharges might be joined together to make 
up the requisite value {Wood v. Hopper (1875), 1 C. P. D. 192). But a rent- 
charge must, as a rule, be considered as issuing out of the whole lands on uhich 
it is charged, and may not be apportioned so as to be regarded as issuing out 
of a portion of tlie lands only for purposes of qualifying the owner {Mills v. 
Cobh (1866), L. R. 2 C. P. 95). A rentebarge without a power of distress wns 
held to be a “ fieebokl tenement” within 8 Hen. 6, c. 7, payment being enforceable 
by distress under the Landlord and Tenant Act, 1730 (4 Geo. 2, c. 28), s. 5 
(Dodds V. Thompson (1865), L. R. 1 C. P. 133), and the same result was held to 
follow where the remedy by distress was not available before the determination of 
a lease {Dawson v. Robins {ISHi), 2 C. P. D. 38). The cestui que use under a convey- 
ance to uses of a rentcharge is in “ actual possession” within the Bepresentalion 
of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), s. 2G{lIeelis v. B/ain (1864), 18C. B. 
(n. S.) 90; Lowcock v. Broitghlnn Overseers (1883), 12 Q. B. H. 369 ; ji^ebster v. 
Ashton-under- Lyne Overseers {Hadjield’s Case) (1873), L. R. 8 0. P. 306) ; but in 
the case of a grant held to operate at common law and not under the statute of 
uses, the grantees are not in “actual possession” until the payment of rent 
{Webster v. Ashton-under^Lyne Overseers {Onne^s Ca^fe) (1872), L. R. 8 C. P. 281), 
and they are not entitled to be registered unless they have been so in actual 
possession for six months before lOth July in the year of registration (Hayden v. 
Tiverton (1846), 16 L. J. (c. P.) 88). See Druitt v. Lane (1882), Saint’s Registra- 
tion Cases, 4tb ed., p. 360 ; and Murray v, Thomiley {}SA()\ 2 (J. 11. 217. A freehold 
rentcharge for life of less than £5 annual value is iiisullicient to qualify, being a 
tenement incapable of “actual and bond fide occujiation” wdtliin s. 18 of the 
Representation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 B ill. 4, c. 45), and s. 6 of the 
Representation of tlie People Act^ 1867 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 102) {Druitt v. Christ- 
church Overseers (1883), 12 C^. B. D. 365). 

(а) Beeson v. Burton (1852), 12 C. B. 647. But an interest determinable at will 
does not amount to a fieehold estate for life (Fernie v. Bcoit (1871), L. R. 7 C. P. 
202 ). 

(б) Burton v. Brooks (1851), 11 C. B. 41 ; Collier v. King (1861), 11 C. B. (n. s.) 
14. In the latter case the court would not interfere with the decision of the 
revising barrister that a dissenting minister did not necessarily hold his appoint- 
ment for life. Erlk, C.J., said that “the question is the same as that which 
would arise in equity if the trustees brought ejectment against the ministei’S 
without any legal cause for removal, and the minister applied for an injunction 
to stay the action.” 
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test which can be suggested as giving the results of the decided 
cases is to determine the extent to which the claimant can be said 
to have an interest in the lands or tenements concerned, as distin- 
guished from the mere profits of them. Thus, the bedesmen of a 
hos[)ital, presumably unincorporated, were held to have a freehold 
interest in their rooms respectively (c) ; but it was decided otherwise 
in the case of the inmates of a hospital who ^vere removable at the 
will of the governors (d). 

320 . A vicar of a parish being entitled to the freehold of the 
church and receiving pew rents amounting to over 40s., as part 
of his stipend, has a freehold interest sufficient to qualify liim 
for the ownership franchise (e). An incumbent in possession 
as such of land of the required value, although only a perpetual 
curate, has an equitable freehold interest in such land sufficient to 
qualify him(/). But fees for marriages, baptisms, and churchings 
are not sufficiently connected with this freehold interest in the land 
to enable the court to take them into account in deciding whether 
the value of such freehold amounts to iQs.(g), 

Such appointments as those held by bedesmen (h) and by the 
fellows of a college are not estates which have come by promotion to 
an office (i)« The holding of an office and its revenues is not sufficient 
of itself to qualify the holder for the franchise ; but it would seem 
that it must be accompanied by an actual estate, legal or equitable, 
in land or tenements. Thus a parish clerk is not qualified, by the 
mere fact of his being such, to enjoy the ownership franchise in 

(c) Simpson v. Wilkinson (1844), 7 Man. & G. 50. Before the statute called “An 
Act for Erecting of Hospitals or Abiding or AVorking Houses for the Poor,’* 
Btat. (1597) .*^9 Khz. c. 5, it was illegal to found a hospital except by royal licence 
or leiter.«i patent. Lord Ilurleigh had founded the hospital of which Simp'^on was a 
bedesman before the passing of the Act. The court presumed a leg.il origin for 
the foundation, and held that the bedesmen were entitled to be registered as free- 
holders. This was followed in lioberts v. Fcreival (1864), 18 C. B. (n. s.) 3G, 
wheie it was held that each of the bedesmen in Lord Buileigh’s hospital had an 
equitable estate of freehold in the room occupied by him, in respect of which he 
was entitled to be registered for the county. 

(d) Davis v. Waddmgton (1844), 7 Man. & G. 37. In that case the trustees of an 
almshouse were empowered by letters patent of incorporation to ajipoint and 
rernove twenty-four inmates toties quoiies sihi coveniens fore videhitur. And it was 
held that the inmates appointed under this power did not take an estate for lile 
in the property enjoyed by them as such inmates, and were Iherefoie not entitled 
to be registered as freeholders. So, in another case the “Younger Brethren” of 
a hospital who had been appointed for life, and who were entitled to money pay- 
ments out of surplus revenues, were held to have no freehold interest {Steele v. 
Bosworth (18641, 18 C. B. (n. s.) 22 ; Simeyv. Marshall (1872), L. li. 8 G. P. 269); 
nor persons wlio are mere objects of charity {lleartley v. Banks (1858) (Mili- 
tary Knights of Windsor), 5 C. B. (n. s ) 40, followed in Freeman v. Gainsford 
(1865), 11 C. B. (n. s.) 61). See also Heath v. Haynes (1857), 27 L. J. (c. r.) 50, 
and Fryer v. Bodenham (1869), L. R. 4 C. P. 529. The inmates of a hospital 
receiving de facto a sum sufficient to confer the franchise, but only entitled to a 
Bum insullicieiit, are not qualified {Ashmore v. Lees (1845), 2 C. B. 31). 

(e) Vickers v. Sehoyn (1903), 89 L. T. 747 ; and see note {q) on p. 152, post, and 
title Ecclesiastical Law, Vol. XL, p. 563. 

(/) Wallis v. Birks (1870), L. K. 6 C. P. 222; Greenslade v. Daily (1868), 
L. R. 3 Q. B. 421. 

{g) Kirton v. Dear (1869), L. R. 6 0. P. 217. 

{h) Faulkner v. Upper Boddington Overseers (1857), 3 C. B. (n. s ) 412 

(t) West V. Robson (1857), 3 C. B. (n. s.) 422. 
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respect of his office (/O ; but it is otherwise where the clerk has a 
freehold interest in land by virtue of his office (Z). 

321. A dissenting minister does not hold a benefice *’ (m), and 
as such cannot he said to hold an ‘‘ office,” although in the circum- 
stances of a particular case he may be the holder of an “ office ” (n). 
In any event, however, he cannot be qualified to be registered in 
respect of lands or tenements unless promotion to the office gives 
him a freehold in those lands or tenements (o). 

322. A trustee is not qualified to be registered as entitled to 
enjoy the ownership franchise in respect of a trust estate, in any 
case whatsoever ; and a mortgagee is only so entitled when he is 
himself in actual possession or receipt of the rents and profits (a). 
A trustee has no power so to apportion an annuity payable to him- 
self out of a trust estate as to make the annuity arise out of the 
part occupied by himself, for the purpose of obtaining a right 
to be registered on his own account as possessing the ownership 
franchise {jS), 

323. A cestui que trust or mortgagor who is in actual posses- 
sion, or in receipt of the rents and profits, is qualified to be 
registered as possessing the ownership franchise (c). The bare 
equitable right of a cestui que tnist without “ actual possession or 
receipt of rents and profits ’* is insufficient to qualify him to be so 
registered (d). 

324. The clear yearly value must be the sum which the person 
claiming the vote has a right to receive, and not necessarily what 

(A;) Bushellv, Bastes (1861), 11 C. B. (n. s.) 106. In tliis case the claimant 
held his appointment for life and as jiurt of his remuneration was entitled to a 
share of the fee payable on the opening of a new grave. It was held that he had 
no freehold interest in land. 

(Z) Roberts v. Vremtt (1864), 18 C. B. (n. b.) 48. The emoluments of an office 
paid out of revenues derived from land do not give the holder an equitable interest 
entitling him to be registeied {Hall v. Lewis (1861), 11 C. B. (n. b.) 114). 

(w) This is a word of ecclesiastical connotation, and is only applicable to the 
Church of England. See 2 Co. Inst. 29. The word is used in Magua Charta 
(1215), c. 14. 

(?i) See Williams v. BlaJceway (1902), 88 L. T. 231. It has been suggested that 
a dissenting minister who is an “authorised person” to solemnise marriages 
under the Marriage Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 58), is the holder of an ofiGice. 

(ol Foster v. Mulhall (1859), 10 Ir. C. L. R. 532. 

(a) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), a. 74, 
re-enacting with alteration as to trustees in actual possession the Representation 
of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), s. 23. 

(5) The amount must be apportioned over the whole estate {Mills v. Cobb (1866), 
L. R. 2 C. P. 95). 

(c) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 74. 

(d) Anelay v. Lewis (1855), 17 C. B. 316. An absolute power of sale in trustees 
does not prevent a cestui que trust from having a freehold interest if, in the event 
of siile, the trustees are accountable to him for the proceeds {Ashworth v. Hopper 
(1875), 1 C. P. D. 178). But where cestuis que trustent were in receipt of rents 
and profits of land (devised on trust for sale for the benefit of themselves and 
others, but remaining unsold), it was held that they could not elect to take the 
land. In the same case it was also held that it was the duty of the trustees to 
determine the interest of the beneficiaries by sale, and consequently that they had 
not sucli an estate (legal or equitable) as to entitle them to the ownership franchise 
for the county {Spencer v. Harrison (1879), 5 C. P. D. 97). 
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he actually does receive (e), while the criterion of the value itself 
is not the annual ainount which the land actually does produce, 
but what in its existing state it may reasonably be expected to 
produce (/). Where tlie rent arises from estates in two counties, 
it may be apportioned (g). Rates and taxes are not charges (U), 
But all other expenses incurred or payable by the owner 
which are calculated to decrease the income accruing from the 
property are to be considered as falling under the head of 
charges (i)* 

Where the land is mortgaged, the inte rest paid must be considered 
as a deduction from, or charge upon, the annual value of the land, 
and this is so even when the principal debt only and not the 
interest is secured by the mortgage (/c). Where the land is mort- 
gaged together with other land belonging to the same owner, the 
proportion of the interest which is attributable to the land in ques- 
tion may be reckoned by making an apportionment (/). Payments 
made in reduction of the principal mortgage debt are not to be 
taken into account in estimating the value ()«)• Where payments 
are made on account of a principal debt, or on account of unpaid 
purchase-money, as well as by way of interest, the question to be 
considered is whether, taking the payments which have been made 
for the principal or luirchase-money into account, and deducting 
the proper annual sums independently of the payments on account 
of the principal, the claimant’s interest in the property is of the 
value of 40s. by the year (n). 


(e) Ashmore v. Lees (1845), 2 C, B. 31. 

(/) Astbury v. Henderson (1854), 15 0. I). 251. In this c^use tlie claimant had 
bought a piece of freehold building land for £150, but tlie land had lam unused 
since purcliase. If let on building lease it w.is worth a ground rent of £15 a year 
at lea^t, but was not woith 40s. for any other purpose, lie was held entitled 
to be registered. 

{g) Ashmore v. Lces^ svpra ; West v. Robson (1857), 27 L. J. (c. r ) 262. 

{h) Representation of the People Act, 1832 (2 3 Will. 4, c. 45), s. 21. Tlie 

qualifying freehold need not be assessed to the land tax {ibid., a. 22). Note also 
that it was enacted by s. C of the Parliamentary Elections Act, 1744 (18 Geo. 2, 
c. 18), s. 6, that “ No public or parliamentaiy tax, county, church, or parish rate or 
duty, or any other tax, nte, or a.sses.sment whatsoever, to be assessed or levied 
upon any county, divi&ion, r.ipe, lathe, wapentake, ward, or hundred, is or shall 
be deemed or construed to he any charge payable out of or in icspect of any 
Ireehold estate within the meaning and intention of this Act.” 

(t) Tenants* rates if paid by the landlord are charges {Moorhouse v. Gilbertson 
(1853), 14 C. B. 70). So is the necessary exj)ensc of collecting rent (8Vie?Z£;c/c v. 
Idteward (1859), 7 C. B. (n. 8.) 21), so also the cost of a landlord’s lepairs necessary 
to make the premises of the qualifying value {Hamilton v. Bass (1852), 12 C. B. 
631), but not where the repaii’s are not necessary to obtain the (pialifying rent 
{Buckley v. IVHgley (1871), L. R. 7 0. P. 1851. 

{k) Lee v. Hutchinson (1850), 8 C. B. 16. The person claiming a vote in this 
case w'as in possession of freehold land w’-orth £5 a year, which he had mortgaged 
for £100 at 6 per cent, interest By the mortgage deed the security was for the 
principal only. The interest, which had been regularly paid, was held to be 
a “charge,” and therefore the claimant had not a freehold of the clear annual 
value ot 40«. above all charges, and was not entitled to be registered. 

(Q Moore v. Garisbrooke Overseers (1852), 12 G. B. 661. 
im) Rolleston v. Cope (1870), L. R. 6 C. P. 292. 

(a) Ibid., per Bovill, C.J., at p. 300. In this case periodical instalments 
payable to a building society in respect of princiiial were held not to be a 
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825. Only one of two or more co-owners, such as joint tenants 
or tenants in common, may be registered or vote, unless the 
interest is derived by descent, succession, marriage, marriage 
settlement, or will, or unless they occupy the lands or tenements 
and are bond fide engaged as partners carrying on trade or 
business thereon, and each owner’s interest therein is sufficient to 
qualify him (o). But there is no statute or principle of law which 
shows which of two claimants is to be preferred. 

326. For the purposes of the franchise, the owner of land in a 
city or borough is considered to be tlie owner of land in the adjoining 
county ; but no freeholder may vote for a county in respect of his 
estate or interest in any house, warehouse, counting house, shop, or 
other building occupied by himself in a city or borough, or in any 
land occupied by himself together with any such building, if such 
building is — whether taken separately, or jointly with the land so 
occupied — of such value as would confer on him the right of voting 
for such city or borough (p), whether he has or has not acquired 
the right to vote for such city or borough in respect thereof (q). The 
occupation of such premises by a servant is the occupation of the 
master, and is sufficient to debar the master from having any right 


charge reducing the annual value of a freehold as against the mortgagor in 
possession, following Robinson v. Dunlcley (1863), 15 0. B. (n. s.) 478). In the 
apparently conflicting case of Copland v. Bartlett (1848), 6 C. B. 18 (as likewise 
in Beamish v. Stoke Overseers (1851), 11 C. B. 29), no distinction v^as drawn 
between periodical payments of interest and periodical payments of the 
principal. 

(o) ilepresentation of the Peojde Act, 1884 (48 Viet. c. 3), s. 4 (2). The 
pr()]>erty of an illegal company or firm can, of course, qualify no one {Harris v. 
Amery (1865), L. R. 1 C. P. 148). 

(p) If, therefore, the property is of less value than would confer on him the 
right of voting for a borough, but is more than 40s., the ownership franchise, it is 
submitted, may be successlulJy claimed. 

{q) Representation of the Peojde Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), s. 24. 
For borough qualifications, seepp. 158, 1G3, 172, post Pew rents are severable from 
a parsonage house so as to give a county qualification {Beswick v. Alker (1872), 
Ij. R. 8 C. P. 2G5). To create an occupation within the section there must 
tie actual as well as legal occupation (Ivolfe v, Surrey County Council {Clerk\ 
[1905] 1 K. B. 439). The vicar of a parish constituted under the Church 
Biiiltling Acts, and situate within the limits of a parliamentary borough, who 
receives the pew rents as part of his stipend, is not the occupier of tlie church 
within the meaning of tlie section so as to be deprived of a vote for the county n\ 
resjiect of his freehold benefice. The owner and occupier of freehold laud within 
a parliamentary borough is not deprived of a county qualification by reason 
of his occupying as teiuuit a hon.se of the clear annual value of £10 within 
the same borough {Burton v. Aston Overseers (1849), 8 C. B. 7 ; Capell v, Aston 
Ormccra (1849), 8 C. B. 1). One who occupied in a parliamentary borough his 
own freehold shop (capable of conferring a borough vote), and who also occupied 
a dwelling-house m the same borouuh, w'asheld not entitled to the county francnise 
in respect of the freehold, although the revising barrister had, under the Parlia- 
mentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 26), s. 28 (14), 
retained the dwelling-house qualification for voting, and noted as to tlie freehold 
that the occujiicr was not entitled to vote for the borough in respect thereof 
(Chilcoit v. Bullen (1881), 46 L. T. 63, 282). The words ‘*land occupied together 
with a house” refer not merely to contemporaneous occupation of the qualifying 
premises, but also tc a user of them for a common puipose ((&*a?irfcr« v. Smith (1880), 
43 L. T. 438). 
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to bo registered as possessing the ownership franchise for the Sect. i. 
county (r). In Farlla- 

mentary 

327. No person may vote in respect or in right of any freehold Elections, 
estate which was made or granted to him fraudulently on purpose 7 — 
to qualify him to give his vote («). All conveyances of lands, tene- 

ments, or hereditaments to multiply votes, or to split and divide to create 
the interest in any houses or land among several persons to enable 
them to vote, are void and of no effect (t). The conveyances aimed 
at are only such as are fraudulent in the sense that they are not 
intended to pass any real interest in the land ; hence a bond fide 
conveyance to several persons for good consideration is not void, 
even though the intention is to multiply votes {u). 

All conveyances fraudulently made to qualify any person to vote, 
subject to conditions or agreements to defeat or determine the 
estate or to reconvey the same, are to be taken, as against the 
vendor, to be free and absolute, and the purchaser is exonerated and 
discharged from all conditions and defeasances ; and all bonds, 
covenants, securities, contracts or agreements for redeeming, 
revoking, defeating, or reconveying such estate are null and void 
to all intents and purposes (x). All devises by will splitting the 
interest among several persons to enable them to vote are also 
void iy), 

328. Everyman not otherwise incapacitated (a) who has a legal Copyhoideit, 
or equitable estate for life or lives, or any larger estate, in lands or 
tenements of copyhold or other tenure, of the clear yearly value of 

not less than £5 above all charges ( 2 >), is qualified to be regis- 
tered (c), provided he has b»-en in actual possession or receipt of the 
rents or profits to his own use for six calendar months next 


(r) Brooks V. Baler, [1900] 1 K. B. 11. 

(s) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1744 (18 Geo. 2, c. 18), s. 5. As to a city or 
town which is a county in itself, see the Parliamentary Elections Act, 1745 
(19 Goo. 2, c. 28), 8. 4. 

{t) Lord Somers* Act, stat. (1695) 7 & 8 Will. 3, c. 25, s 6. A conveyance is 
not void under this Act unless the vendor he a party to the object ini ended by the 
conveyance {Marshall v. Bown (1845), 7 Man. & G. 188 ; Hoyland v. Breinner 
(i346), 15 L. J. (c. r.) 133). In the last case it was held that knowledge of the 
intention by the vendor’s solicitor is not material. 

(u) Alexander v. Newman (1840), 2 C. B. 122 ; Ililey v. Crossley (1840), 2 C. P>. 
140 ; Bcswick v. Ashworth (1840), 2 C. B. 152 ; Beswick v. Aked (1846), 2 C. B. 
150 ; Thomley v. Aspland (1840), 2 0. B. 100 ; Eawlins v. Bremner (1840), 2 C. J5. 
100. Whether there is fraud is a question for the revising barrister {Kenton v. 
Mohherley Ocerseers (1840), 2 G. B, 203 ; Newton v. Crowley Overseers (1840), 2 
C. B. 207). 

(x) Elections (Fraudulent Conveyances) Act, 1711 (10 Ann. c. 31), s. 1 
(c, 23, Rnlfhead). Persons privy to such conveyances and agreements are liable 
to a penalty of £40 at suit of a common informer {ibid.). 

(y) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1813 (53 Geo. 3, c. 49), s. 1. But other 
devises in any such will are not aflfected {ibid.), 

fa) See pp. 139 et seq.f ante. 

(b) As to what are “ charges,” the same considerations apply as in the case 
of freeholds, see p. 151, ante. 

(c) Representation of the People Act, 1807 (30 & 31 Viet. o. 102), s. 5, 
Customary tenure has been held to qualify under this section {Qarbutt v. 
Trevor (18G3), 15 0. B. (w. s.) 650). 

H.l..— Xir, I 
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Sect. 1. previously to the 15th day of July {d) in the year of registration. The 
In Parlia- six months* possossion, however, is not required if the property 
mentary lias been acquired by him within that period by descent, succession. 
Elections, marriage, marriage settlement, devise, or promotion to any benefice 
in a church, or promotion to any office (e). 

No copyholder, customary tenant, or tenant in ancient demesne 
may vote for a county in respect of any house, warehouse, 
counting-house, shop, or other building, or in respect of any land 
occupied therewith, if of sufficient value to confer on him, or on 
any other person, a vote for a city or borough, whether ho or any 
other person has or has not actually acquired the right to vote for 
such city or borough in respect thereof (/). 

Leaseholders. 329. Two classes of leaseholders are entitled to the ownership 
franchise, namely, every man not otherwise incapacitated (g) who 
is entitled either as lessee or assignee to lands or tenements of 
any tenure whatever for the unexpired residue, whatever it may bo, 
of any term originally created for a period not less than sixty 
years (whether determinable on a life or lives or not) of the clear 
yearly value of not less than £5 over and above all rents and 
charges (h) ; and every such man (g) who is entitled either as lessee 
or assignee to any lands or tenements of any tenure whatever for the 
unoxpired residue, whatever it may be, of any term originally 
created for a period of not less than twenty years (whether 
determinable on a life or lives or not) of the clear yearly value of 
not less than £50 over and above all rents and charges (i). In each 
case the person must have been in the actual possession or receipt 
of the rents and profits of such lands or tenements to his own use 
for the whole of the twelve calendar months next previous to 
the 15th day of July (/c) in the year of registration, unless such lands 
or tenements have come to him within such twelve months by 
descent, succession, marriage, marriage settlement, devise, or 
promotion to any benefice in a church, or to any office (1). 


S Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 15), s. 12. 

Representation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), s. 26. 
Customary freeholders whose lands or tenements are of the yoaily value of 403. 
but less than £5 are qualilied as freeholders, see p. 146, ante. 

(/) Ibid., 8. 25. Note the distinction between the cases of freeholders 
(under s. 24) and copyholders (under s. 26), the difference arising from the 
words “or any other person” in s. 25 (see p. 152, ante). Where a copyhold 
house two stories high in a borough, of £10 clear yearly value, was let out 
separately in floors to two different tenants as distinct tenements, neither of such 
tenements being of sufficient value to give the occupier a vote, it was held that 
as the two tenements were vertically under one roof, and formed paits of 
a house which if occupied by him would have conferred on the claimant a vote 
for the borough, he was disqualified under the section for the county fmuchise 
in respect of the house {Froctor v. Annison (1859), 1 L. T. (n. 8.) 187). 

{g) See pp. 139 et aeg.^ ante. 

(A) Representation of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102), s. 5. As 
to what are “ charges,” see p. 161, ante. 

(i) Representation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 46), s. 20. As 
to what are “ charges,” see p. 161, ante. 

{h) Formerly Slst July. The date was altered by the Registration Act, 1886 
(48 & 49 Viet. c. 16) 8. 12. 

(0 Representation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 46), s. 26. 
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330. A sub-lessee or the assignee of an under-lessee is, however, 
entitled to this franchise only where he is in actual occupation of 
the qualifying property (m). Whether the term was originally 
created for at least sixty or for at least twenty years a person 
claiming this franchise must be entitled to the whole of the 
unexpired residue of that term ; and if he is so entitled, it is not 
material whether his title is legal or equitable (n). But a mere 
right to have a lease granted, where no term has been actually 
created, does not qualify (o). The property must be of a corporeal 
nature which can he the subject of occupation as tenant by the 
person claiming the qualification (p). No lessee or assignee may 
vote for a county if his holding is sufficient to qualify him or any 
other person for a borough vote, whether or not he or any other 
person has actually acquired the right to vote for such borough in 
respect thereof ( 5 ). 

(ii.) The Occupation Fianchise, 

331. What is called the ** £10 occupation franchise ** is a 
franchise which may be claimed both in counties and in boroughs. 
Every man occupying any land or tenement in a county or borough 
in the United Kingdom of a clear yearly value of not less than 
£10 is entitled to he registered as a voter, and when registered 
to vote at an election for such county or borough in respect of 
such occupation, subject to the like conditions respectively as a 
man was on Gth December, 1884, entitled to be registered as 
a voter, and to vote at an election for such county in respect 

(m) Eepresoiitution of tho Peoplo Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), s. 20. 
Siib-lessccs are not montioDod in s. 5 of the Representation of the People Act, 
1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102), which re-enacts the provisions of this section 
with regard to leaseholders of the class just mentioned, but it was held in 
Chorltnn V. Stretford Omreeera (1871), L. R 7 0. P. 198, that tho effect of ss. 56 
and 59 of the Representation of tho People Act, 18G7 (30 & 31 Vict c. 102), 
is that the proviso to s. 20 of the Representation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 
Will. *1, c. 45), must be read into s. 5 of the former Act, and therefore, that to 
be entitled to vote under that section tho sub-lessee must be in actual 
occupation. 

(n) Gains/ord v. Freeman ^1865) L. R. 1 0. P. 129. In this case tho claimant 
had an equitable interest for life in a term of over sixty years, so that his interest 
in tho term was liable to terminate before tho end of the term, lie was held 
not entitled to be registered. If his interest had been a legal one for life it 
appears that tho same consequence would follow (per Byles, J. ; see also 
Vance's Case (18^10), Ale. Reg. Cas. 269). 

(o) Trotter v. Tra<«on( 1869), L. R. 4 0. P. 431, following Vance's Case, supra^ 
which was decided under the similar Representation of the People (Ii eland) Act, 
1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 88). 

(p) Warlurton v. Denton Overseers (1870), L. R. 6 0. P. 2G7. In this case an 
annuity or rentcharge arising out of lands or buildings hold for a term of over 
sixty years was held not to confer a vote. 

(7) Representation of the Peoplo Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), s. 25; 
see p. 152, ante. The lessee for a term of over sixty years of several houses 
in a borough may bo entitled to tho county franchise in respect of houses of 
insufficient value to give him a borough vote, in spite of the fact that one of tho 
houses is of sufficient value to confer such vote {Well) v. Ashton (1843), 6 Man. 
& Q. 14). But a person is not entitled to the county franchise in respect of 
his tenancy of any house in a borough for which he is entitled to bo registered 
as an inhabitant occupier under s. 3 of the Representation of the People Act, 
18G7 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 102) (see p. 163, post) ; Chorlton v. Johnson^ Bunting's Ca89 
(1868), L. R. 4 0. P. 426. 
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of the county occupation franchise, and at an election for such 
borough in respect of the borough occupation franchise (a). There 
are, however, some differences between the cases of counties and 
boroughs. 

(a) Couniies{h), 

332 . In order to be qualified to be registered on this franchise 
in a county (c) a person must satisfy the following conditions : — 

I, He must on the 16th July (d) in the year of registration, and 
during the twelve months immediately preceding that day, have 
been the occupier as owner or tenant of some land or tenement (c), 
including any part of a house separately occupied for the purpose 
of any trade, business, or profession (/), of the clear yearly value 
of not less than j£10 (g\ which premises must be within the county 
and not within any parliamentary borough (//). 

II. He must during the time of such occupation have been rated (i) 


(a) Bepresentation of the People Act, 1884 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 3), b. 6. 

(b) The earli(ist qualification by occupation only for a vote in a county was 
created by what is known as the Chandos Clause in s. 20 of the Beprcsenlation 
of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 4o). That gave the franchise to 
every person of full age not subject to any legal incapacity who occupied as 
tenant any lands or tenements for which he was bond fide liable to a yeaily 
rent of not loss than £o0. Such person was entitled to be registered as an 
owner. This clause was, however, repealed by the Bepresentation of the 
People Act, 1884 (48 Viet. c. 3), s. 12, and Sched. II., save as regards persons 
registered in respect of the qualification on Oth December, 1884. Such a 
person has the right to continue to be registered as long as the qualification 
lasts, but if he is entitled to be logisterea as a £10 occupier be can only bo 
registered as such [ibid. s. 10). It is possible that the qualification may still 
be of some importance. If, however, anyone is still entitled to bo registered 
under it, which is believed not to be the case, he must bo registered as an 
occupier, not as an owner (Begistiation Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 16), s. 11). 
He must have occupied for twelve months before 15th July in the year he 
claims to bo registered (Representation of the People Act, 1832 (3 & 4 Will. 4, 
c. 45), 8. 26), lie must actually occupy as tenant [BurUm v. I.avgham (18-18), 
6 C. 13. 92). Different rents payable to different landlords cannot bo joined so 
as to qualify {Gadaby v. Barrow (1844), 7 Man. & 0. 21 ). If two or more persons 
jointly are such occupiers, and the lent is such as to give £50 or more for each 
occupier, each such occupier is entitled to be registered as an elector (Bogistra- 
tioii Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), «. 73). 

(c) Bepresentation of the People Act, 1884 (48 Viet. c. ,3), ss. 5, 7 (6) (re-enact- 
ing, with alteration of £12 aggregate rateable value to £10 clear yeaily value, 
a 6 of the Bepresentation of tlio People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet c. 102), repealed 
by the latter Act). 

(d) Altered from last day of July to the lotli by the Parliamentary and 
Municipal Begistratiou Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 2(5), s. 7, and extended to 
counties by the Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 15), s. 12. 

(e) See Hall v. Metcalfe, [1892] 1 Q. 13. 208 ; see p. 160, jmt. 

i/) Representation of the People Act, 1884 (<^8 Viet. c. 3), s. 11. 

M Formerly aggregate rateable value of £12 (s. 6 of the Bepresentation 
of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102) ). It was hold that the rate- 
book was not conclusive evidence of this (Cuohe v. (1872), L. B. 8 0. P. 

256). On the authority of HucMe v. Piper (1871), L. B. 7 0. P. 193, decided on 
that section, it is presumed that the qu^ifying land etc. need not be occupied in 
one holding or under the same landlord, and that it is sufficient if the aggregate 
dear yearly value of lands amounts to £10, and the occupier has been rated 
to all rates made during his occupation in respect of the several pieces of laud 
BO occupied by him respectively. 

Ui) Bepresentation of the People Act, 1884 (48 Viet. c. 3), ss. 6, 6. 

(t) Where the name of a firm only appeared on the rate-book the members 
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in respect of the premises so occupied by him to all rates (if any) 
made for the relief of the poor in respect of the said premises (k). 

III. He must on or before the 20th. day of July in the same year 
have paid, by himself or someone else, all poor rates that have 
become payable by him in respect of the said premises up to the 
preceding 6 th day of January (/c). 

333. Where premises are in the joint occupation of several 
persons as owners or tenants, and the clear yearly value of such 
premises is such as ^Y0uld, if divided among the several occupiers, 
so far as the value is concerned, confer on each of them a vote, then 
each of such joint occupiers is, if otherwise qualified, and subject 
to the statutory conditions, entitled to be registered as a voter, and, 
when I'egistered, to vote at an election for Iho county. But not 
more than two persons, being such joint occupiers, are entitled to be 
registered in respect of such premises, unless they have derived the 
same by descent, succession, marriage, marriage settlement or 
devise, or unless they are bond fide engaged as partners carrying 
on trade or business thereon (Z). 

334. Different promises occupied in immediate succession by any 
person as owner or tenant during the tsvelvo months next previous 
to the 16th day of July in any year are to have the same effect in 
qualifying such person to vote for a county as a continued occupation 

of tho firm who ])iid tho rates wore held to be rated within s. C (3) 
of tho Heprosontatioii of tho Peoplo Act, 18G7 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102), the 
innccui’iicy of debcription, if any, being cured by s. 7o of tbe P.nbaTnontary 
Voters llogistration Act, 1843 ((5 & 7 Vict. c. 18), and s. 30 of tbe Paihaincntai v 
Kloctors Itegistration Act, 1808 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 68). Tho latter section oxtonds 
to counties ; the former enacts in effect that where a person has bovd Jide 
been called upon to pay rates, and has done so, he is entitled to bo rogistciiod, 
any misnomer or inaccurate or insufficient description notwillistanding( /.y^i?/e v, 
J\mrith Overseers (1872), L. 11. 8 C. P. 260). See also Iludcley. (1871), 
L. R. 7 0. P. 193. 

(/»:) Representation of tho Peoplo Act, 1807 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 102), s, 0. See 
p. 170, post. 

(/) Represontation of tlio Peoplo Act, 1807 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 102), s. 27, ns 
amended by the Representation of tho People Act, 1884 (IS & 49 Vict. c. 3), 
Bs. 6, 11, 12. Two persons, being lessees of a house at the annual rout of £20, 
claimed to be put on division I. as joint occupieis of offices there. Tho 
remainder of the house was occupied by a man and wife, the wifo being 
employed by tho claimants as caretaker, and tho man was on division II. in 
respect of his occupation. Tho coui t decided that on tho case as stated there 
was a person alieady on the list as occupying tenant and that therefore the 
claim was bad, as to put tho claimants on the register would involve the 
allowance of a vote to three persons in respect of a £20 qualitication, 
which was only sufficient for two (Kirbt/ v. Barber (1905), I Smith, Reg. Cas. 
403. Quare^ ibid., whether the claimants would have been qualified if the 
other occupier’s qualification had been in respect of tho service franchise ) As 
to paitners, it was hold in Harris v. Amery (1865), L. R. 1 0. P. 148, that 
farming is a business within the Companies Act, 1802 (26 & 26 Vict. c. 89), s. 4 
(prohibiting the formation of partnerships of more than twenty pei sons), and that 
where partners cannot prove that they occupy as tenants without disclosing • 
partnership thereby illegal they are not qualified. 

Notwithstanding the proviso in the Representation of the People Act, 1867 
(30 & 31 Vict. c. 102), s. 3, if a dwelling-house is of the annual value of £20, 
two part occupiers are entitled to this franchise {Druitt v. Gossling (1888), 
Fox & S. Reg. 123. Seo also Bagley v. Butcher [1898] 1 Q. B. 67, following 
Townahend v. St. Marylebone Overaeera (1871), L. R. 7 C. P. 143), 
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of the same premises in the manner provided (m). The occupier 
must have paid before the 20th July all rates which have become 
payable from him up to the 6 th January in respect of all such 
premises occupied by him in succession (a). 

(b) Borough 

335. The following are the essential requirements for registration 
in a borough : — 

I. The person must on the 15th July (b) in the year of registra- 
tion, and during the twelve months immediately preceding that 
day, have been the occupier as owner or tenant (c) of some land or 
tenement (d), including any part of a house separately occupied 
for the purpose of any trade, business, or profession (c) within a 
borough, of the clear yearly value of not less than i£10(/). 

II. He must also during the time of such occupation himself or by 
someone else have been rated in respect to the land or tenement 
so occupied by him to all rates (if any) made for the relief of the 
poor in respect thereof during the twelve months (y). 

HI. He must on or before the 20th day of July in the year of 
registration himself or by someone else have paid all the poor 
rates and assessed taxes which have become payable by him during 
the twelve months preceding the 15th day of January in the same 
year{//). 

IV. He must have resided (i) for six calendar months next 
previous to the 16ih day of July in such year wulhin the city or 
borough or within seven statute miles thereof or of any part 
thereof (/c); but he is not disqualified by reason only that during 
part of the qualifying period, not exceeding four months at any 
one time, he has been absent in the performance of any duty 
arising from or incidental to any office, service, or employment held 
or undertaken by him {/). 


(m) Eoprosontation of tho People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102), b. 2G. 

(a) Representation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 4o), s. 28 ; Ropro- 
pontation of the People Act, 1884 (48 Viet. c. 3), es. 6, 11 ; Camphcll v. Chamhers 
[Kempston'a Case) (1887), 22 L. R. Ir. 258 , 0. A. 

(h) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 26), 
s. 7, which changed this date from 31st to 15th July. 

(r) Representation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. c. 45), s. 27 ; Ptciiro- 
eoiitation of the People Act, 1884 (48 Viet. c. 3), s. 11, see p. 162, post. 

(d) Representation of the People Act, 1884 (48 Viet. c. 3), b. 6. 

(e) Jb?d., B. 11. 

(/) Representation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), s. 27 ; 
Representation of the People Act, 1884 (48 Viet. c. 3), s. 6. 

(g) Representation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), s. 27 ; 
Representation of the People Act, 1884 (48 Viet. c. 3), ss. 5, 11. 

(h) 1 ind. For the law as to the effect of rating and the payment of rates on 
the right to vote, see p. 170 et seq j post 

(t) This is the most important respect in which the law in regard to 
boroughs is different from that in regard to counties. For moaning of leside,’* 
Bee pp. 1G4, 177, post 

(A) Representation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), s. 27 ; 
Represoniation of the People Act, 1884 (48 Viet. c. 3), ss. 5, 11. In respect 
to tho City ol London this distance is twenty-five miles instead of sovon (Uopio- 
Bontation of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102), s. 46. 

(/} Electoral DisabilitioB Remwal Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. o. 11), b. 2. 
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336. Where two or more persons are joint occupiers, and the 
clear yearly value of the premises when divided by the number of 
such occupiers is such as to give £10 or more for each occupier, each 
of them is entitled to bo registered as a parliamentary elector (m), 

337. A person who has occupied within the same borough different 
lands or tenements of the requisite value in immediate succession 
during the twelve months which are required for the qualification 
is entitled, in respect of the occuimtion thereof, to be registered 
as an elector in the parish or township in which the last-occupied 
land or tenement is situate (a). Where a borough is divided into 
several constituencies, the occupation in immediate succession of 
different promises within the borough has the same effect for the 
purpose of conferring this franchise as if all such premises were 
sitiiatod in that division in which the premises occupied at the end 
of the period are situated (h). The occupier must, however, have 
paid before the 20th July all rates which have become payable 
from him up to the 5th January in respect of all such premises (c). 

(c) In OenernL 

338. The qualification for the £10 occupation franchise is com- 
posed, both in counties and boroughs, of four elements : (1) Land 
or tenement; (2) value; (8) occupation; and (4) estate (d). 

** Land ** in its legal signification comprehends any ground, soil, 
or earth whatsoever, and includes, moreover, not only the face of 
the earth, but everything under it or over it(«), and p7'imd Jade it 
includes messuages, tenements and hereditaments, houses and 
buildings of any tenure (/). It is not necessary that there should 
be specific lines of demarcation, provided that the limits of holding 
are known to owners and occupiers (g). 


(m) Ropresontation of tho Pooplo Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will 4, c. 45), 8. 29; 
Repi 08011 tation of the Pooplo Act, 1884 (18 Vict. c. 3), 5, 11. In counties, 

as has boon stated, only two joint occupiers are qualified, except in cortaiii 
cases. This is another impoitant point of difference between the county and 
borouph qualifications. 

(a) Representation of tho People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), 8. 28; 
Representation of the Pooplo Act, 1SG7 (30 & 31 vict. c. 102), s. 20 ; R^preson- 
tiition of tho People Act, 1884 (48 Vict. c. 3), ss. 5, 11. A hrouk in tho quali- 
fying period disqualifies; see Ptits v. Michelmor€f [1900] 2 K. R. 2 11 ; Widduomhe 
V. Mtchelmore (1010), 102 L. T. 134. 

(/>) Redistribution of Seats Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 23), s. 10. 

(c) See p. 170, post. 

{<J) l*€T Erle, C.J., in Coolt y. rJurnher (1801), 11 0. B. (n. 8.) 33, at p. 41, 
This four-fold division does not take account of that other condition whicli in 
boioughs, though not in counties, is a necessary condition procodont to regis- 
tration, namely, the condition of residence to the prescribed extent (see p. 158, 
ante). It is to be observed that when this judgment was deliyerod land did not 
qualify by itself. 

(e) 2 Bl. Com. (ed. 1841), 18. 



the area to occupiers of stands at annual rentals of over £10. The spacoa 
occupied wore not marked or inclosed, but tbi€ positioiiB were known to thft 
lessee, to the occupier, and to other occupiers. 
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339. Tenement,*’ although in its strict legal sense signifying 
anything that may be holden (h), must, it is submitted, be taken for 
the present purpose to mean any house, warehouse, counting-house, 
shop, or other such building (i). If this is correct, it follows that 
anything added to the land which has to be taken into account in 
order to give the required value of ^910 must be in the nature of a 
building (/c). The terms “house,** “warehouse” etc. comprise any 
part of a house, where that part is separately occupied for the purpose 
of any trade, business, or profession ; and any such part may, for the 
purpose of describing the qualification, be described as “ office,** 
“ chambers,’* “ studio,** or by any like term applicable to the case (1), 
Where an occupier is entitled to the sole and exclusive use of any 
part of a house, that part is not to be deemed to be occupied 
otherwise than separately by reason only of the fact that the occupier 
is entitled to the joint use of some other part (m). 

It is not necessary that the qualifying premises should be occupied 
as one holding, or under one landlord ; therefore different premises 
may be joined to qualify, provided the aggregate value is sufficient 
and other conditions are satisfied (??). 


(h) Co. Litt. 6 a. 

(i) Under the Eepresentation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 4.5), 
B. 27, the occupation of land alone did not qualify, and the £10 occupation 
franchise was conferred on the occupier as owner or tenant of any house, ware- 
house or counting-house, shop, or other building. This section was repealed 
by 8. 12 of the Eepie^entation of the People Act, 1884 (48 Vict. c. 3), except 
with regard to conditions made applicable by that Act; ands. 6 of that Act, 
which gives this franchise, gives it subject to the like conditions then existing. 
Again, s. 11 of the same Act is, so far as may bo consistently with the tenor 
thereof, to be construed as one with the Eepresentation of the People Acts* 
Presumably, therefore, s. 5 is to be read with s. 27 of the Eepresentation of 
the Pco])lo Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 4.5), though repealed, and therefore 
“ tenement ” ns stated in the text is limited to the kinds of tenements described 
in the Act of 1832. The occujiation of land without any building thereon qualifies 
{Brofjie v. MKiouan^ [1907] S. C. 391). 

(/f) The following decisions on the meaning of “ building ” within s. 27 of tin- 
Eepresentation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 4^), may be noted. A 
cowhouse substantially built and suitable for its purpose was hold to be a building 
( Whitmore v. Bed/Lfrd (1843), 6 Man. & O. 9 ; and com])are Qdtam v. Jlarris (ISOOl 
L. E. 1 C. P. 155 and Trevor v. Fowle (1879), Saint’s Eogistration Oases, p. 328). 
A coachhouse and stable, neither being separately of the clear annual value 
of £10, but, taken together, being of the value and having no internal com- 
munication except by moans of two grated windows, were held to bo a 
building (1848), 6 0. B. 1). Likewise a row of continuous buildings 

without internal communication {Pownall v Dawson (1851), 11 C. B. 0). 
In Powell v. Farmer (1865), 18 0. B. (n. 8.) 168, a wooden structure, with boarded 
sides and a thatched roof, and supported by wooden posts, was used for storing 
potatoes. The court refused to review the revising baiTister’s decision that this 
was a building HVataon v. Cotton (1847), 6 0 B. 61, followed). Contrd where a 
political agent had erected a shed on land there being no evidence that the 
landlord’s permission had been obtained [Powdl v. Doi aston 18 0. B. 

175). See also pp. 184 et aeq.^ post. 

(/) ParEamenta:^ and Municipal Eogistration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 26), 
s. 6 ; see Toms v. Luckett (184'y, 6 C. B. 23 ; Downing v. Luckelt (1847), 6 0. B. 
40; Piercy v. Maclean (1870), L. E. 5 0. P. 252. 

(m) Parliamentary and Municipal Eogistration Act, 1878 (41 &42 Vict. c. 26), 
•. 5. 

I ^ (1S71), L. E. 7 C. P. 193 ; and see i?. v. Steen^ [1905] % 
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340. As to value, the qualifying premises must be of the ** cle^ 
yearly value of not less than ifilO** (o). The sufficiency of value is 
a question of fact which has to be determined in case of dispute by 
the revising barrister, \Nith whose determination the court will not 
interfere, unless he has given consideration to wrong principles (p). 
The test of value is what the premises would let for, i,c,, what a 
tenant would bo likely to pay over and above the ordinary burdens 
of rating, taxation etc. which a tenant has to bear {q). The real 
question is, what is the market value of the premises, not what do 
they actually produce (r). And to arrive at such value no deduction 
from the rent wliich would be paid by a tenant should be made in 
respect of the landlord’s expenses for repairs or insurance («). If 
in the opinion of the revising barrister the premises are, in kct, of 
the yearly value of J£10, the occupier’s right to be registered is not 
affected by an erroneous assessment to rates by which the value 
appears to be less than that sum (t). 

341. An occupier is one who actually exercises the rights of an 
owner in possession during the requisite time (a). The primary 
clement of occupation is possession, but it includes something more, 
for mere legal possession cannot constitute an occupation {b). The 
owner of a vacant house is in possession, though not in occupation ; 
but if he furnishes the house and keeps it ready for habitation he 
is an occupier, though he never resides in it during the year (c). 
So a trader occupies premises by merely keeping his stock, tools, 
vehicles, or other goods upon those premises (fi)* A merchant or 
business man occupies an office or counting-house by using it 
during ordinary business hours by himself or his clerks for the 
purpose of his business (e). The occupation of a servant may be 
the occupation of the master for the purpose of qualifying the latter 
for the franchise (/), and a person may occupy by his family (^^). 

In every case, however, in order to qualify, tho occupation must 
be exclusive in law, i.e., the occupier must hold the premises free 
from limitation or restraint by other persons (/O- 

I o) Rei^reseiitation of the People Act, 1884 (48 Viet. c. 3), e. 0. 

;>) (\iO(jan v. Luclcett (1846), 2 0. 11. 182. 

(A I hid, See/^er Eule, J., and Ciiesswell, J. 
r) See Astbury v. Jlejiderson (1854), 15 C. B. 261. 

5) Coluill V. IIW (1846^, 2 0. B. 210. 

t) R. V. Kidderminster Uerporation (1851), 2 L. M. & P. 201. 

a) Cook V. llumher (1861), 11 0. B. (N. S.) 33. 

b) R. V. St. Pancras Assessment Committee (1877), 2 Q. B. D. 581. 

c) Ibid . ; per Lusu, J., at p. 588. 

d) Powell V. (1865), 18 0. B. (n. s.) 168; Mivrish v. //ams (1865), 

L. R. 1 C. P. 155; Watson v. Cotton (1847), 5 C. B. 51 ; JoUiffe v. Rice U818), 

6 C. B. 1 ; Daniel v. Coulsting (1845), 7 Man. & G. 122. 

(e) Downing v. Luclcett (1847), 6 0. B. 40 ; Piercy v. Madean (1870), L. B. 5 
0. P. 252. 

(/) Nunn V. Denton (1844), 7 Man. & G. 66 ; Dobsm v. Jones (1844), 5 
Man. & G. 112, per Tindall, O.J., at p. 120; M' Clean v. Prichard (1887), 20 
Q. B. D. 285 ; Brooks v. Bak&r, [1906] 1 K. B. 11. But a master is not qualified 
by tbe occupation of a house by his servant when the house is the servant’s 
dwelling-house so as to qualify him for tho service franchise (Jade v. Edit 
(1906), 8 E. 329 ; and see p. 172, post), 
ig) R. V. Ditcheat {Inhabitants) (1829), 9 B. & 0. 196, at p. 185. 

{h) Downing v. Luclcett, supra, per WiLDE, O.J. ; see Toms v. Luclcett (1847), 

6 0. B. 23 ; Ptercy v. Madean, supra. 
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SicoT. 1. 342. Lastly, in order to qualify for this franchise the occupier 

In Parlia* must have a certain estate in the lands or tenements, he must 
mentary occupy the premises as* owner or tenant (i). Hence, where he 
Ele ction s, occupies in some capacity, or by some right, which does not in law 
Estate. constitute him actual owner or tenant, he is not qualified (A). But 
where he occupies in the character of an owner or tenant, the court 
will not inquire whether in law he has a right to assume that 
character, or decide disputed questions of title between him and 
other persons ; therefore, having occupied in such character, he is 
qualified (1). 

And even where the contract of tenancy under which he occupies 
is forbidden by statute, inasmuch as it is the character of tho 
occupation and not the legal right to assume that character which 
alone is to be considered, he is entitled to be registered (m). Again, 
the person claiming this franchise cannot be said to occupy as 
tenant unless he occupies the premises for his own benefit 00, and 
BO the occupation of premises by a servant on behalf of his master 
cannot qualify the servant (o). But tenancy at will(p) or tenancy 
by sufferance (^) is sufficient. 


(;) Tho expiossion “as owner or tenant” docs not occur in s. 5 of the 
Representation of tho People Act, 1884 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 8), tho words of which aro, 
“ovoryman occupying any land or tenemont in a county or borough in the 
Unitod Kingdom of a clear yearly value,” etc. S. 27 of tho Representation of 
the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), however, which firbt created tho 
£10 occupation franchise in boroughs, required that tho occupation should 
1)0 “ os owner or tenant.” S. 6 of the Representation of the People Act, 1867 
(30 & 31 Yict. c. 102), which created tho £12 occupation franchise in counties, 
also provided that tho occupier should occupy “ as owner or tenant.” Each of 
those provisions is repealed by s. 12 of tho Representation of tho People Act, 
1884 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 3), which Act creates tho fi*anchise now being considered, 
assimilating in most respects the county and borough franchises. It is, however, 
provided by tho last-mentioned section that the franchises conferred by the Act 
of 1884 are in substitution for the older franchises, and that tho repeals aio to 
have effect except so far as the repealed enactments contain conditions made 
u])plicable by the Act to the new franchise ; and s. 11 provides that the Act, so 
fnr as may be consistently with the tenor thereof, is to bo constnied as one 
with tho older Acts. Eurther, s. 18 of the Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. 
c. 15), provides for the use of certain forms and instructions, and tho precept 
to the overseers of a parish in a borough (Sched. III., Pai-t I., 6 (i.) (a)) in its 
definition of tho person entitled to this franchise, required him to occupy “ as 
owner or tenant.” These foiTis and instructions are to be taken as expound- 
ing tho intention of the legislature in tho Act of 1881 (per Lord Coleridge, C.J., 
in StnbHiig v. llaUe (1885), 16 Q. R. D. 246) ; see also p. 166, post, 

{k) Barton v. Lon^orn (1848), 5 0. B. 92, where tho committee of the estate 
of a lunatic who occupied part of tho land and accounted for rent, debiting 
himself therewith in tho accounts of tho estate, was held not to occupy as 
tenant. 

(/) Leonard v. M^Conn (1888), 1 Laws. Reg. Cas. 87. 

(m) Glenn v. Brennan (1894), 2 Laws. Reg. Cas. 10. In this case the person 
claiming to bo qualified occupM land under a sub-tenancy made illegal by tho 
Irish Land Acta. See also Roulston v. Kerlin, [1908] 2 I. R. 335, C. A. 

(») Corcoran v. Barnard (1857), 7 I. C. L. R. 374. 

(n) Dobson v. Jones (1844), 6 Man. & Gt. 112; Brooks v. Baker ^ [1906] 1 
K. B. 11. 

(p) Jones V. Hoiiraban (1887), 1 Laws. Reg. Cas. 68 ; Mackay v. McGuire^ [1891] 
Q. B. 250. 

( 2 ) Holland v. Chambers {(JNeilVs Case) (1894), 2 Laws. Rog. Cas. 9. 
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(iii.) Tht Household FratichUe, 

343. The household franchise, which applies both to counties 
and boroughs, may be divided into two parts — the franchise of 
inhabitant occupiers who occupy either as owners or as actual 
tenants ; and the service franchise, enjoyed by certain persons who, 
by Act of Parliament (?*),are to be “ deemed*' inhabitant occupiers 
as tenants (s). 

(a) Inhahitant Occupiers as Owners or actual Tenants, 

344. To entitle any person to bo registered under this franchise 
it must bo shown (1) that the person was on the 15th {t) day of 
July in the year of registration, and had been during the whole 
of the preceding twelve calendar months an inhabitant occupier as 
owner or tenant of any dwelling-house within the county or 
borough (?0 ; (2) that he has daring the time of such occupation 
been rated as an ordinary occupier in respect of the premises so 
occupied by him to all rates (if any) made for the relief of the poor 
in respect of these premises (a;) ; and (8) that ho has on or before 
20th July in the same year bond fide paid by himself or someone 
else (a) an equal amount in the pound to that payable by other 
ordinary occupiers in respect of all poor rates that have become 
pajable by him in respect of the promises up to 5th January 
preceding (Z;). 

345. In the case of this franchise value is immaterial ; but, as 
in the case of the occupation franchise, the elements of tenement, 
occupation, and estate have to be considered. In the first place, 
then, the qualifying property must be a “ dwelling-house,*’ but that 
expression includes any part of a house where that part is 
separately occupied as a dwelling; and where an occupier is 
entitled to the sole and exclusive use of any part of a house, that 
part is not to be deemed to be occupied otherwise than separately (c) 
by reason only that the occupier is entitled to the joint use of 
some other part {d), 

346. A person claiming this franchise must occupy (e) the 
dwelling-house by way of inhabiting it{f), A person inhabits 


(;) See pp. 172 et se>j., post. 

{a) Roprosoiitution of the Pooi)lo Act, 1881 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 3), 'which, by s. 2, 
oBtabliBhod a uniform household franchise for boroughs and counties and 
extended s. 3 of the Eepresontation of the People Act, 1807 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 102), 
to counties. 

(<) The date was altered from the last day of July to the loth by the 
Parliamentary and Municipal Eegistrution Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 26), s. 7, 
and the Eegistration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), s. 12. 

(u) Eepi-osentation of the People Act, 1884 (48 ® 49 Vict. c. 3), b. 2. 

I xS 1 bid, 

a) See p. 170, poet. 

b) Eepr^sentation of the People Act, 1884 (48 & 49 Vict. o. 3), b. 2. 

c) For tne meaning of “ sefiarately,*’ see p. 168, post, 

{a) Parliamentary and Municipal ^gistration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict c. 26), 
B. 5. 

(e) As to the meaning of “occupying” in general, see p. 161, ante, 
if) Eepresontation of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 102), s. 2 ; Eopre- 
sentation of the People Act, 1884 (48 & 49 Vict. o. 3), & 2, 
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a house if he dwells in it or resides in it (g ) ; and to prove 
Lis right to this franchise he must show that he has occupied 
a house by inhabiting it for the whole of the qualifying year(/). 
It is not necessary, however, that he should in fact live in the house 
during the whole 865 days ; it is sufijcient if he inhabits it con- 
structively, having an intention of returning after a voluntary 
absence, and the power to return at any time without breach of any 
legal obligation (h). Subject to certain exceptions stated below, if 
be is absent for any period during the year without the legal power 
of returning at will during that period, he has not inhabited the 
dwelling-house for the qualifying year (i). Hence a person who is 
sentenced to, and has served, a term of imprisonment dining the 
year is disqualified (A'), and so is one confined in a lunatic asylum (i). 

But a man is not disqualified by the fact that he has by letting 
or otherwise permitted liis house to be occupied as a furnished 
house by some other person during a part of tlie qualifying period 
not exceeding four months in the whole (w)* Nor is he disqualified 


(g) Aikiuson v. Collard (1885), 16 Q. B. 1). 254, per Cave,!., at p. 266; 
Puranty. farmer (1873), L. 11. 9 0. P. 261. “Beside ’’and “ inhabit ” mean 
the same (ihid.). See p. 177, 

(A) Ailctnson v. Collard ^ supra; Durant v. Carter, snpra. A person may reside 
in several houses at the same time, where he can live at each when he pleases 
{Taylor v. St. Mary Ahhott Overseers (1870), L. K. 6 0. P. 300). 

(i) 2'anner v. Carter (1885), 16 Q. B. 1). 231. In tin's case undergraduates 
\nh() occupied rooms in college in tenn time, but whicli by the legnlatioiis they 
could not occupy during vacation without special permission, were held not to 
bo entitled to the vote {Atkius(yu v. Collard, supra; Ford v. Barnes (1885), 16 
a. B. T). 254 ; Spittall v. Brook (1886), 18 Q. B. D. 426). 

(A*) Sco Botvell v. Quest (1865), 18 0. B. (n. s.) 72. The law as to the effect of 
imprisonment on inhabitancy is by no means settled. The cases have been 
chiefly liish. Thus, in Donnelly v. Qraham (1888), [1897] W. N. 103, the 
occupier was sentenced for a criminal offence to fourteen days’ hard labour with the 
option of a fine. He did not pay the fine and served the term. It was held that 
ho had broken the required period of occupation and was not entitled to bo regis- 
tered. In Martin v. llanrahan (No. 2) (1888), [1897] W. N. 103, the occupier was 
charged with felony on a Saturday and remanded in custody till Monday. lie was 
then found guilty, out discharged without further punishment. He was held to be 
disqualified. On the other hand, in Holland v. Hagan (1894), [1897] W. N. 108, 
the occupier was arrested and brought before justices next day. He was then 
sentenced to fourteen days’ imprisonment, with the option of a fine, and paid the 
fine. It was held that he was not disqualified, as the law would not consider the 
fj’actions of days on which he was compulsoiily absent. In Charlton v. Morris 
(1894), [1897] W. N. 107, the occupier was an'ested and committed for trial 
without hail. When the revision court was held his tnal had not yet taken 
place, and as until conviction he should be assumed to be innoc(*nt, he was held 
not to be disqualified. In Connolly v. Ihddall (1888), [1897] W. N. 103, the 
occupier was arrested and remanded to prison for a week on his refusing to give 
bail for bis appearance. At the end of the week he was discharged. Held, no 
disqualification. In each of the last two cases PitzGibbon, L.J., dissented 
from the majority of the court on the ground that innocence or guilt could not 
affect the fact of occupation, and that a man cannot he said to inhabit his 
dwelling-house when he is, justly or unjustly, compulsorily inhabiting a prison. 
In Scotland the judges have taken a totally different view from that taken 
in Ireland. Thus, in Watt v. McGuire (1888), [1897] W. N. 109, the occupier, 
who served a term of five months’ imprisonment during the qualifying year, his 
family continuing to live in his house during the tune, was held not to bo 
disqualified. 

(/) McCullagh y. Qraham (1890), 1 Laws. Reg. Gas. 36. 

(w) The disability was removed by the House Occupiers Disqualification 
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by reason only that during part of the qualifying period, not exceed- 
ing four months at any one time, he has, in the performance of any 
duty arising out of or incidental to any office, service, or employ- 
ment held or undertaken by him, been absent from his dwelling- 
house (?0- 

347. Different premises occupied in immediate succession by 
any person as owner or tenant during the qualifying year have 
the same effect in qualifying that person for this franchise 
as a continued occupation of the same premises in the manner 
required (o). It is necessary, however, that he be actually 
rated in respect of each house so occupied, as well as that he 
should have paid all rates demanded or prescribed to the extent 
stated above (p)* ^ person entitled to the service franchise is 

deemed to be a tenant (g) ; hence, a person occupying a house 
for part of the year so as to qualify him for that franchise, and 
for the rest of the year occupying another house as de facto 
tenant, is entitled to be registered (?*). But a lodger is not a tenant 
in the sense required to confer this franchise (s) ; therefore a person 
who has occupied for part of the year as a lodger and then becomes 
a tenant is not qualified (a). Where a borough is divided into 
several constituencies, the occupation in immediate succession of 
different premises within the borough has the same effect for the 
purpose of conferring this franchise as if all such premises were 
situated in that division of the borough in which the premises 
occupied at tlie end of tlie qualifying period are situated (&). 

Ilomoval Act, 1878 (41 Viet. c. 3), s. 2 ; and see Roivland v. Pritchard (1893), 
02 L. J. (q. li ) 319, also Ford^. Vye (1873), L. B. 9 0. P. 269. It is clear from 
tlie precept that this applies to the case of counties as well as boroughs, though 
owing to the preamble this might have been doubted. The justification for the 
precept is to bo found in the assimilation brought about by the Representation 
of the Peojde Act, 1884 (48 Viet. c. 3), s. 5. 

(n) The disability was removed by the Electoral Disabilities Removal Act, 
1891 (54 Viet. c. 11), s. 2, A militia sergeant while in training in camp wa.s 
sentenced to foity-eight hours’ imprisonment for drunkenness. He was held 
not to be thereby disqualified as an inhabitant occupier in respect of his 
dwelling-house Connor v. Holland, [1900] 2 I. R. 448. See also Larconibe v. 
Simey, [1907] 1 K. B. 139). A e])Ocial Act was passed (Electoral Disabilities 
(Military Service) Removal Act, 1900 (63 Viet. c. 3), ss. 1, 3, applying only 
during the continuance of the South African war) enacting that a person should 
not be disqualified by reason only that during the whole or any part of the 
qualifying period he had, as a member of the reserve, militia, yeomanry or 
volunteer forces, been absent on actual military service on behalf of the Crown 
whether beyond the seas or not. Where a volunteer was not serving in South 
Africa during the whole of the qualifying period (peace being signed on loth 
June, 1902) it was held that his absence was covered by the above section up till 
loth June, and by the 1891 Act for the remainder of the period {Marsh v. 
Baniofi (1902), 88 L. T. 230). The Act is now obsolete, but it is important to 
note it as inferences may aiise from the fact that it was found necessary to pass it. 

(o) Representation of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102), s 26. 

Ip) Pitts V. Michdmore, [1909] 2 K. B. 244, 0. A. ; Widdicomhc v. Michelmort 
(1910), 102 L. T. 134. As to rating, see p. 170, post. 

iq) Representation of the People Act, 1884 (48 Viet. c. 3), s. 3. See p. 172, post, 

(r) Nicholson v. Yeoman (1889), 24 Q. B. D. 145. 

\s) See p. 168, post. 

(a) Falconer v. LesseJs (1890), 18 R. (Ct. of Sees.) 351. 

\b) Redistribution of Seats Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet c. 23), s. 10. ThiflappUof 
to occupation in any character except that of lodger {ibid.). 
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348. An inlmbitant occupier is not qualified for this fran- 
chise unless the occupation is as owner or tenant (c) and 
is a separate occupation (</). It has been held that the mere 
fact of occupation being eleemosjnary in its character is not 
necessarily inconsistent with occupation as owner {c) ; but special 
circumstances may appear which make it clear that occupiers 
of premises in institutions of a charitable nature cannot bo regarded 
as owners (/), as for instance in cases where the possession of the 
buildings is that of trustees (^r). 

349. A person claiming this franchise as tenant must prove 
some agreement, express or implied, which clothes him with that 
character ; and the mere fact that he supports the owner and pays 
the expenses of the household will not sullice (//). A person who is 


(r) Sco note (i), p. 162, ante. For the uieaiiiiig of “ owner or tenant” Bce also 
p. 162, cnHc. 

[d) Pailiamentary and Municipal Eegi&tration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 26), 
B. 5. 

(e) In Fryer v. Bodenliam (1869), L. E. 4 0. P. 629, the claiinanta had occu- 
pied during the qualifying period one of ecvcral houses known as Lord 
Coningsby’s hospital (founded 1614), had been separately latod, and had paid 
all poor rotes due in respect theieof. According to the rules the occupiers, 
called “servitors,” who weie subject to the superintendence of a corporal, were 
nominated hy A., the owuicr of the Coningsby estates, out of which fixed 
pa) men ts were made to them. A. could vary the rules. The sorvitois paid no 
rent, and clothes and coals were supplied to them out of the funds. Tlio liousoa 
were situate in a quadrangle enteied by an iron gate, the key of which was 
kept by the corporal. ITie gate was locked at 9 p.m., after which time none of 
the inmates could go beyond the limits of the hospital without the corporal’s leave. 
None of the housos had ever been let by any of tho poisons appointed to tboin ; 
but a garden outside the hospital and appertaining to the house held by one of 
the inmates had been lot by him because he was too old to cultivate it himself. 
When a man was appointed to one of the houses ho held it and a garden ne,ar 
to it for lifo, and could not be disturbed in his occupation by A. or anyone else, 
except for murder or felony or the like. It was hold (following Simpson v. 
Wilkinson (1844), 7 Man. & &. 50, and Roberts v. PercircU (1864), 18 C. L. (N. 8.) 
86) that the occupier of tho houses in question, having a freehold for lifo, occupied 
us owners (within s. 3 of tho Eepresentation of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 
Vict. c. 102), and tho circumstance of tho endowment being more or less 
eleomosynaiy in its character did not deprive them of the franchise. See also 
pp. 1 16 d ante, 

(/) In Heath v. Haynes (1857), 3 C. B. (n. 8.) 389, it was held that inmates of 
chaiitablo institutions npjK>intcd for lifo subject to removal for breach of rules, 
and rated in respect oi their several occupations, do not occupy as owners or 
tenants. 

(,<7) See Henrtlry v. Banks (1858), 5 C. B. (n. s.) 40 (Military Knights of 
Windsor). It is to be noted that the distinction was drawn in Fryer v. Boden- 
ham (1869), L. E. 4 C. P. 629, that in Heariley v. Banks^ supra, tho houses were 
in the ^ssession of trustees. See Durant v. Kenmti (1869), L. E. 6 C. P. 262 
(Naval Knights of Windsor), also Bridgewater v. Durant (1861), 11 0. B. 
(n. 8.) 7 (Lay Clerk of Windsor), and Freeman v- Gainsford (1861), 11 0. B. 
(n. 8.) 68. 

(h) LoveriJge v. Oardom (OilWs Case) (1899), 1 Smith, Eeg. Cas. 186. The 
claimant in this case occupied with his wife and family a house of which his mother 
was owner. She had no other means of support. She was entered in the rate-hook 
as occupying owner. The son was the breadwinner and maintained the household 
and paid the rates and taxes. It was held that there was no evidence that he 
occupied as owner or tenant. But in a similar case where the mother’s name 
was on the rate-book— -tho house being one of which the father, then deceased. 
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liable to pay rent may be regarded as a tenant (t) ; and so may a tenant 
at will (k) or a tenant by sufferance (1). If the occupier loses his 
interest as tenant during the year so as to continue in possession 
merely as a trespasser, he loses his qualification (m) ; but a change in 
the character of his tenancy docs not disqualify if there has been no 
breach in the occupation (n), 

360. No man is entitled to be registered as a voter under this 
franchise by reason of his being a joint occupier of any dwelling- 
houso (o). But although those who occupy as joint owners or joint 
tenants are not entitled to this franchise, they may be entitled to 
the occupation franchise if the value of the dwelling-house is 
sufficient (p). If two persons are in fact joint ow’ners of a dwelling- 
house they cannot qualify for the household franchise by occupying 
parts of the house separately ( 5 ). Whether a person is an 
inhabitant occupier as owner or tenant will depend upon all the 
circumstances of the case (r). 


had been the tenant — but the son paid the rates and taxes and the rent, it 
was held that there was evidence that the son occupied as tenant {Loveridye v. 
(Jardom {Maiiliewa^ Case) (1899), ihid. 187). 

(f) Lord Russell of IiiLLOWENin the case last mentioned applied the test of 
whether the son could resist a claim for rent, and answered that ho could not. 
Tho more fact that a man pays the rates and household expenses affoids no 
evidence that ho occupies as tenant if tho other facts point to tho conclusion that 
his wife is tho occupier (I/ail v. Michelmvre (1901), Qo J. P. 759; Prentice v. 
Markham (1892), Pox & S. Reg. Cas. 801). Aider where the htisband had 
entered into a legal agreement to pay his wife rent for the premises [Venree v. 
Merriman, [1904] 1 K. 13. 80). See also Mt/ne v. Murray, [1907] S. C. 890. 

(A:) Mackay v. McGuire, [1891] 1 Q. 13. 250. * 

u) Holland v. Chamleis {O'd^edl's Cas'd (1894), 29 I. L. T. 2G. 

(?n) Strachan v. Binnte (1888), [1897] W. N. 99. Weekly tenants who 
had been served with a notice to quit continued in possession and weio served 
w’ith a summons for possession. In some cases before tho decree, and in 
other cases after it, a new contract of tenancy was made, by which it was 
provided that tho now tenancy should be doomed to have commenced on the 
expiration of tho old one. It was held that tho now contract was not capable 
of relating back for tho purposes of tho franchise, and that none of tho weekly 
tenants were entitled to be registered {Holland v. Chamhera {Devine’s Case), 
[1894] 2 I. R. 442). 

(//) Where a claimant in respect of the occupation of a house in a borough ns 
n yearly tenant was adjudicated a bankrupt during the qualifying peiiod, and 
tho landloid continued to receive rent from him and allowed him to con In mo 
in undisturbed possession during tho romaindor of tho qualifying poiiod, tlio 
court decided that there had been a continuous occupation, the claimant being 
still tenant of his landlord and not the licensee of tho trustee in bankruptcy 
{Mackay v. McGuire, [1891] 1 Q. B. 250). 

( 0 ) Representation of the People Act, 1SG7 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102), s. 3. Sco 
Milne V. Brunton, [1909] S. C. 912. 

(p) Druitt V. Gosling {\^%^), 58 L. J. (q. B.) 109. 

{q) Alexander y. Burke (1887), [1899] AV. N. 178, C. A. 

(r) Thus, where tho occupier of licensed promises, who had been tho tenant of 
tho premises, entered into an agreement to serve the owners as their manager 
at a weekly salaiy, no notice to determine the tenancy being given, but no 
further rent being paid, it was hold that the agreement operated as a surrender 
in law of the tenancy of the premises and created no new tenancy. In these 
circumstances tho respondent was held not to be an inhabitant occupier as 
owner or tenant, but to ho entitled only to the sorvico franchise {Kent v. Fraser, 
(1897), G1 J. P. 359). 
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351. Where a person occupies his house by virtue of his 
service, he is not a tenant though he may be deemed to be a tenant 
for the purpose of the parliamentary franchise (s), and the test to be 
applied in deciding whether he is de facto an occupier as tenant or 
a person to be deemed such as possessing a qualification for the 
service franchise is whether he is required or merely permitted so 
to occupy it(0. 

352. Although the term “ dwelling-house includes any part of 
a house separately occupied as a dwelling as above stated, yet the 
dwelling-house franchise is not acquired by the tenant of part of a 
house thus occupied by him unless he occupies independently of his 
landlord’s control and so as to be rateable (a). In the case where 
ha actually has a physically separated tenement, whether the 
houses are placed side by side, or one above the other, as in the 
case of what are usually termed flats, the claim will be in ordinary 
cases substantiated (a). Where, however, there is no such physical 
separation, it may nevertheless be proved that the person in question 
has a right to separate control of a separate tenement (h). Exclu- 
sive use does not necessarily imply exclusive or separate occupa- 
tion (c). 

353. In practice the great difficulty is to decide the difference 
between an inhabitant occupier and a lodger, the distinction depend- 
ing on the terms on which, as between himself and his landlord, the 
tenant occupies ; which terms have to be ascertained in the first 
instance as a question of fact, though the inference to be drawn from 


Eepresentatioivof the People Act, 1884 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 3), 8. 3. 

\t) Thus, in Hughes v. Ghatham Overseers (1843), 6 Man. & G. 64, the master 
rope-maker in a royal dockyard had as such tho exclusive use as part remunera- 
tion for his services of the premises in question, no part thereof being used for 
public purposes, and he lived there rent free. If ho had not had this privilege 
he would have received an allowance for his house in addition to his salary. It 
was held that he occupied as tenant. In Dobson v. Jones (1844), 5 Man. & G. 112, 
the surgeon of a hospital, who was required to occupy the premises in question 
with a view to the more efficient performance of his duties, was hold not to 
occupy as tenant. In the Petersfidd Case (1874), 2 O’M. & H. 94, 97), a 
claimant was in receipt of wages at the rate of 16s. a week, from which Is. 
was deducted every week for the rent of the house in whieffi he lived. His 
duty was to look after the cattle on the farm, but this he could not do unless he 
lived in this house. It was held that he occupied as tenant, but Mellor, J., 
afterwards said that he had been a little hasty” in allowing the vote. See 
further as to this subject, p. 172, 'post. 

In Marsh v. Kstcourt (1889), 24 Q. B. D. 147, labourers were permitted, but 
not required, to live in cottages on the farm of their employers on the terms 
that they were to give up possession when their employment ceased. They were 
either charged a reduced rent or had the rent deducted from their wages. The 
rates were paid by their employers, and the names of the claimants appeared in 
the rate-book as occupiers. It was held that they occupied not by virtue of 
service, but as householders; see also Smith v. Scghill Overseers (1875), L. R. 
10 Q. B. 422 ; Dover v. Prosser y [1904] 1 K. B. 84 ; note (a), p. 173, post 
(m) Bradley v. Baylia (1881), 8 Q. B. D. 195, C. A. Jessel, M.R., laid it down 
that the dominant elements are (1) rateability, and (2) absence of control over 
the premises by the landlord, 
fa) Bradley v. BayliSy supruy per Brett, L.J., at p. 232. 

(6) Bradley v. BayliSy supra; Kent v. Fiitally [1906] 1 K. B. 60, 0. A. 

(c) Bradley v. BayliSy savra, per Bowen, J., at p. 201. 
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the facts is a question of law (d). If the two aforesaid elements of (1) 
rateability and (2) an absence of control by the landlord over the 
premises can be found, a person is an occupier and not a lodger (e). 
The principle is as follows: — To entitle a person to the franchise in 
respect of the occupation of part of a house he must show that he 
occupies it separately. If another person is really in control of 
that part of the house, the person living in it has not a separate 
occupation. His occupation is on behalf of his landlord, and he is a 
lodger. On the other hand, if by agreement with his landlord he 
has an independent occupation which the landlord cannot control, 
his occupation is that of a tenant and entitles him to the franchise 
as an inhabitant occupier, provided he fulfils the other necessary 
conditions. It cannot be affirmed as a matter of law that the 
co-existence of the landlord as an occupier of another and a distinct 
subject-matter is a bar to the claim of the tenant to a separate 
tenancy, any more than if the landlord lived next door or in the 
next street. The law has created a thing which is capable of being 
the subject-matter of a separate tenancy, and the only bar to a claim 
in respect of it is that it has not been occupied in such a way as to 
show that the occupation has been free and uncontrolled. The 
occupation may be subject to stipulations, such for instance as would 
give the landlord a right to enter the tenement for the purpose of 
repair, but that is compatible with an independent occupation 
such as would give this franchise to the tenant. If the land- 
lord is living in the house, that fact creates a presumption that 
the occupation of the other part is that of a lodger rather than 
that of an inhabitant occupier. But while that is the inference that 
may be drawn, it is not a necessary inference of law(/). It is a 
question of fact which the revising barrister (who is the final judge 
of fact in all cases as to the qualification of persons to be placed 
upon the register (r/)) must decide for himself upon a consideration 
of all the circumstances — whether there is an absence of control in 
the sense above explained (li). Everything will depend on the exact 
circumstances of the case (0- 

((/) Kent V. Fiitally [190(5] 1 K. B. 60, C. A. As to tho distinction between 
an inhabitant occupier and a lodger, see also p. 175, post, and McBride v. BryanSy 
[1908] 2 I. B. 329, C. A. ; Mihie v. Bruntony [1909] S. C. 912, and compare 
Steele V. Mahoriy [1910] 2 I. It. 207. 

(0 Bradley v. Bayhs (1881), 8 Q, B. D. 195, 0. A. 

(/) Kent V. Filial I , supra, per Collins, M.U., at p. 67. Similarly M or fee y. 
Nods (1881), 8 Q. B. 1). 195, C. A. The Irish case M* Lauyhlin v. Chambers, [1896] 
2 I. ii. 497, 0. A, supports tho view that control is the deciding principle. 

(7) See p. 248, 

(h) Kent V. Fittall (No. 2), [1908] 2 K. B. 933, C. A. 

(i) In Kirby v. Bijfen (1881), 8 Q. B. I). 195, 0. A., where a house was entirely 
let out in small tenancies, the use of the passages, staircase, street door, and 
usual conveniences was in common ; the landlord, and not the tenant, was 
rated, and the landloid did all the repairs inside and out, but he did not reside 
in tho house, nor did he, save as aforesaid, retain tho control and dominion 
over the house or render any services to any of the tenants. It was held that 
the tenant occupied as a tenant. In AncJcetill v. Baylis (1882), 10 Q. B. D. 
577, 0. A., the facts were somewhat similar, with the exception that during the 
qualifying period the tenant of one of the rooms other than the claimant’s, 
relinquisheu his tenancy and gave up the key of his room and his front door 
key to the landlord, who thereupon took the usual steps to obtain a new tenant 
of the vacant room. It was held that this did not give the landlord such oonixol of 
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354. To qualify for the household franchise it must be also 
shown that the occupier has during the time of his occupation 
been rated ije) as an ordinary occupier in respect of the premises so 
occupied by him to all rates, if any, made for the relief of the poor 
in respect of the said premises®. 

Since 1867 the general rule of law has been that the occupier 
ought to be rated instead of the owner {in ) ; but in certain cases 
the owner may be rated instead of the occupier (n). Every payment 
of a rate by the occupier, notwithstanding that the amount may be 
deducted from his rent, and every payment of a rate by the owner, 
whether he is himself rated instead of the occupier or has agreed 
with the occupier or with the overseers to pay such rent, and 
notwithstanding any allowance or deduction which the overseers 
are empowered to make from the rates, is to be deemed a payment 
of the full rate for the purpose of any qualification or franchise which, 
as regards rating, depends upon the payment of the poor rate (o). 

355. The overseers in making out the poor rate must in every 
case, whether the rate is collected from the owner or from the 
occupier, or the owner is liable to the payment of the rate instead 
of the occupier, enter in the occupiers* column of the rate-book the 
name of the occupier of every rateable hereditament, and such 
occupier is to be deemed to be duly rated for any qualification or 
franchise. If an overseer negligently or wilfully and without reason- 
able cause omits the name of the occupier of any rateable heredita- 
ment from the rate, or negligently or wilfully misstates any name 
therein, he will be liable on summary conviction to a penalty not 
exceeding £2 ; but any occupier whoso name has been so omitted 
is, notwithstanding such omission, entitled to every qualification 
and franchise depending on rating in the same manner as if his 
name had not been so omitted (p). This applies both to cases 
where the owner is liable by agreement with the overseers or by 
order of the local authority to pay the rates, and to cases where he 
is liable by agreement with the occupier to pay them (q). 


tho whole house that the other tenants hccome lodgers (Buett, L.J.’b, judgment 
in Bradley v. Baylis ( (1881), 8 Q. B. J). 106, C. A.) questioned). A man has 
not separate occupation when another has tho right to pa.s8 through his rooms to 
roach another part of the house {M'Brtde v. Bryans, [1908] 2 I. 11. 329, C. A. ; 
Slede V. Mahon, [1910] 2 I. R. 207, C. A.). 

{k) A description in the rate-hook of members of a firm by tho name of tho 
firm, without giving the names of the member.-^, has been held a sullicicnt 
rating of the members, tho facts of the case leading to tho inference that they 
were the peisons intended to bo rated {LtUfe v. l\nrith Overseers (1872), L. iL 
8 0. P. 259). The court woio equally divided as to whether part of a dwelling- 
house separately occupied must, to acquire the franchise, have been separately 
rated to all rates in existence during the qualifying year or only to those made 
during such period {Boon v. Iloward (1874), L. R. 9 0. P, 277). 

{1) Representation of the People Act, 18G7 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102), s. 3; 
Representation of the People Act, 1884 (48 Vict. c. 3), s. 2. 

(771) Representation of the People Act, 1807 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 102), s. 7. 

(n) See title Rates and Rating, for compounding, and generally as to rating. 

(o) Poor Rate Assessment and Collection Act, 1809 (32 & 33 Vict. c. 41), s. 7. 

(p) Ibid., 8. 19. 

(q) Pailiamontary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 &42 Vict. c. 20), 
9 . 14; Barton v. Birmingham Town OleiJc (1878), 2 Hop. & Colt. 893. This 
appears only to apply where someone is rated. Where the premises are not rated 
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356. If the overseers neglect or refuse to enter in the rate- 
book the name of any person who occupies any premises as owner 
or tenant, such person may claim to be rated (r), and upon his so 
claiming and actually paying or tendering on or before the 20th 
day of July the full amount of the rate (if any) due in respect of 
the premises on the preceding 5th day of January, he is entitled to 
be rated or to have bis name put in the rate-book, and to be 
registered (other requirements being satisfied) ; and in case the 
overseers on such claim being made neglect or refuse to enter his 
name, he is nevertheless deemed to have been rated from the period 
at which the rate in respect of which he claims W’as made (s). 

357. In order to qualify for successive occupations (t) a person 
must have paid all rates payable by him up to the 6th day of 
January in respect of any of the premises, but he need not himself 
have been rated in respect of any occupation subsequent to the 
original one, provided a rate has in fact been made and someone 
has paid (a). When (as often happens where a person goes into a 
new house late in the qualifying period) no rate for the premises is 
made at all, and no claim to be rated is made, the occupier is not 
qualified (b), 

358. Where a dwelling-house (c) is exempt by law (d) from being 
rated, on the ground that it belongs to or is occupied on behalf of 
the Crown or on any other ground, a man who inhabits such a 
dwelling-house is not disqualified for being registered by reason that 
no one is rated in respect of such house, and no rates are paid in 
respect of it ; but in spite of these facts the overseers must enter 
the house and the name of the occupier in the rate-book (c). 

359. An occupier is not entitled to this franchise unless the rates 
payable in respect of the qualifying premises have been paid, even 
though the owner, and not the occupier, is the person liable to pay 
the rates and though no notice of the rates being in arrear has 

at all, see next paragiaph. Por the duties of overseers, see pp. 196 et 
and titles Poor Law; Rates and Raitnq. 

(r) The claim may be served on an overseer or on a properly appointed 
a''Bibtant-oversocr {Cuuntcr v. Addams (1863\ 15 0. B. (n. S) 51 ‘2). It need 
not be in any paiticular foim, but must bo so specific as to enable the ovor- 
Boers to identify the premises [Torish v. Moore (1894), 29 L L T. 25). The 
claim may bo made in respect of the occupation of part of a house {Allchurch 
v. Hendon Unions [1891] 2 Q. B. 436; see Thompson v. IKard (1871), L. R, 
6 0. P. 327). See, for rating generally, title Rates and Rating. 

(«) Ropresentatiou of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), s. 30. Com- 
pare Compound Householders Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 14), s. i ; Poor Rate 
Assessment and Collection Act, 1869(32 & 33 Viet. c. 41), s. 19; Parliamentary 
and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 26), s. 14. 

(0 See title Rates and Rating. 

(a) Palmer v. IVacfe, [1894] 1 Q. B. 268 ; Wade v. Ptrlcins (1893), Fox & S. 
Reg. 338 ; M'Oaffigan v. Eiddall (1890), 28 L. R. Ir. 257. As to liability for 
rates where there is a change of occupation within the period for which a rate 
is made, see the Poor Rate Assessment and Collection Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet, 
c. 41), s. 16, and title Rates and Rating. 

§ Pitts V. MichelmorCt [19091 2 K. B. 244, 0. A. 

Note that this provision aoes not apply to the occupation franchise in 
which rating is always necessary. 

(d) As to property exempt from rating, see title Rates and Rating* 

(e) Representation of the People Act, 1884 (48 Viot. o. 3), s. 9 (9). 
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been given to the occupier (/) as required by law (fi). Everything 
included in the poor rate must he paid in full ; for example, the 
education rate, which is part of the poor rate, must be paid (h). 
Actual payment of the rates is a condition precedent to registration 
in respect of the franchise (i). Tender is not equivalent to pay- 
ment even though refusal of the tender amounts to misconduct on 
the part of the rate collector to whom the tender is made (k). 

Whether a person has been sufficiently rated and whether the 
rates have been paid are questions of fact, which the revising 
barrister, who is the final judge of all such questions, will 
decide (Z). 

360. The rate to be paid must be an equal amount in the pound 
to that payable by other ordinary occupiers (ut) ; therefore if an 
owner pays for the occupier a less amount, as the result of an illegal 
composition with the overseers, the occupier is not entitled to bo 
registered, even though the landlord afterwards voluntarily pays 
the excess (ii). 

361. All rates which the occupier is bound to pay in order to be 
qualified for this franchise must be paid on or before the 20th day 
of July in the year of registration (o) ; and the rates of which it is 
necessary to show payment are those made and allowed after the 
5th day of January of the year preceding the qualifying year and 
payable up to the 5th day of January of the qualifying year (p). 

(b) T/ie Service Franchise, 

362. A man who himself inhabits any dwelling-house in either 
a county or a borough by virtue of any office, service, or employment, 
which dwelling-house is not inhabited by any person under whom 
such man serves in such office, service, or employment, is deemed 
for the purposes of the franchise to be an inhabitant occupier of 
such dwelling-house as a tenant {q). The test whether a person 
is entitled to the ordinary household franchise or to the service 
franchise (?) is whether he is or is not required by the terms of his 

( /) It was so held by the Irish court in Glarke v. Buchanan {Carhn^a Case) 
(188(>), [1898] W. N. 109. 

(g) fiopresentation of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102), s. 28. 

(h) A poor rate including an education rate having boon duly made, an 
occupier refused to pay the education rate. It was held that ho was not 
entitled to be registered as a voter {Ash v. Nicholl^ [1900] 1 K. B. 139). 

(/) Kennedy v. Buchanan, [1903] 2 1. E. 481, 0. A. 

\k) Ibid. ; and compare Bishop v. Smedley (1846), 2 C. B. 90. 

(/) Powell V. Jones (1864), 18 G. B. (n. s.) 83. 

(m) Representation of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102), s. 3. 

{n) Durant v. Withers (1873), L. R. 9 0. P. 257. 

(o) Representation of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102), s. 3. 

(p) IhuL\ Cull yf, Austin, Austin v. Cull (1872), L. R. 7 0. P. 227, 229 
(Abd V. Lee (1871), L. R. 6 0. P. 365, was there distinguished). 

(</) Representation of the People Act, 1884 (48 Vict. c. 3), s. 3. Those persons 
are to be “ deemed ” to be occupiers as tenants who were decided not actually 
to be such in Clark v. Bury St, Edmunds Overseers (1856), 1 0. B. (n. s.) 23 ; 
Fox V. Dolby (1874), L. R. 10 C. P. 285. A break of inhabitancy by absence 
has the same effect on the service franchise as on the household franchise 
(Larcombe v. Simey, [1907] 1 K. B. 139; and see p. 165, ante). 

(r) The importance of the distinction lies in the fact that if he is entitled only 
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employment or by the nature of his duties to occupy the premises. Sect. i. 
If he is merely permitted but not obliged to occupy the premises In Parlia- 

while he renders the service, then he does not occupy by virtue of mentary 

such service, and is entitled to the ordinary household fianchise, El ectio ns, 
but where tlie nature of his duties makes it necessary for him to 
occupy the premises (s), or where he is required to so occupy by his 
contract of service, then he is entitled to the service franchise 
only (a). It is necessary for this qualification that the actual 
employer of the claimant should not himself inhabit the house ; 
but a claimant is not disqualified by the residence in the house 
of a superior servant, whose orders to some extent he is bound to 
obey(/^). Where a person is in the service of the Crown and Must^ 
occupies a dwelling-house by virtue of such service, he may be 
entitled to this franchise ; and it is immaterial that his superior dwelling, 
officer occupies another part of the premises (c). But in all cases, 
although a “ dwelling-house includes part of a house where that 
part is occupied sepaiately as a dwelling, and the fact of another 
occupier having joint use of some other part does not prevent the 
first part from being occupied otherwise than separately (d), it is 
necessary for the person claiming this franchise to show such an 
absence of control by any other person over the premises as to 
constitute an exclusive occupation (e). 

to the Borvico frjmchiso liis occupation does not qualify him for the municipal 
vote. See p. 180, post See also Kent v. Fraser (1897), 01 J. P, 359. 

(.s) E.g., a gamekeeper required to occupy a lodge in the centre of the pre- 
eerves m order to iirotoct his employer’s game {Pdersjield Case (1874), 2 O’M. & 

11. 94, per Mellor, J., at p. 98). 

(a) Dover v. Prosser^ [1904] 1 K. B. 84. In this case a schoolmaster was per- 
mitted but not required to reside in a certain house so long as he held the 
afqiointment of schoolmaster. No deduction was made in his salary on account 
of his residing in the house, nor was it necessary for him to reside in the house 
in order to poiform his duties. It was held that he was entitled to the household 
fianchise (see Morsh v. Eatcoitrt (1889), 24 Q. B. D. 147). See p. 168, ante. 

{b) An industrial trainer employed by guardians was allowed as part of his 
salary to have the exclusive occupation of a sitting-room and bedioom in the main 
building of the workhouse ; the guardians used another room for a board-room ; 
the mafaler lived in other looms in the building. Although the trainer could 
not stay out after 9 p.ra. without the master’s permission, the master had no 
power to suspend or dismiss him, but could only report to the guardians. It 
was held that the trainer was an inhabitant occupier under the above section, 
inasmuch as the workhouse was not inhabited by the guardians and the trainer 
was not serving under the master so as to disqualify him {Adama v. Ford (1885), 

10 Q. B. D. 239 ; see also Cohjuhonn v. Young (1897), 25 K. (Ct. of Sess.) 101, 

(c) In AiJciubon v. Collard (1885), IG Q. B. L). 254 (similaily Sedgwick v. Neville 
(1885), ibid.), a non-commissioned officer occupying rooms m barracks was held 
to bo qualified. 

{d) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (4 1 & 42 Viet. c. 2G), s. 5. 

(e) In Slribltng y. IJalae (1885), 16 Q. B. D. 246, a shop assistant occupied 
exclusively, by virtue of his employment, a furnished bedroom in a dwelling- 
house belonging to his employer. The house contained other bedrooms similarly 
inhabited by other persons in the employment, and a dining-room where the 
assistants took their meals in common. The inmates had no keys to their rooms. 

The employers did not inhabit the house, but had a resident caretaker, who 
executed general control, and a resident servant, not under the order of the 
assistants, who did the domestic service. In this case it was held that there 
was sufficient inhabitancy of a dwelling-house to qualify (followed in M^Daid 
v. Bulm&Tt [1907] 2 I. R. 345). But this view was dissented from in the 
Irish case of Ladd v. O'Toole^ [1904] 2 I. E. 389, 0. A.; see also M*Quade t. 
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As Las been stated (/) the occupation of different premises in 
immediate succession by any person as owner or tenant during the 
twelve calendar months previous to the 15th day of July in the year 
of registration has the same effect in qualifying such person to vote 
as a continued occupation of the same premises (fj). A different 
character of the occupancy is immaterial, so that if the first of two 
houses so occupied in immediate succession be occupied by virtue of 
service and the second as a householder, the occupier will be duly 
qualified for the parliamentary franchise (h). 

Where a man inhabits a dwelling-house by virtue of any service 
in the sense above considered so as to be deemed to be an inhabitant 
occupier of such dwelling-house as tenant, and another person is 
rated or liable to be rated for such dwelling-house, the rating of such 
other person is deemed to be that of the inhabitant occupier for the 
purpose of qualifying for this franchise (i). 

(iv.) The Lodger Franchise, 

363. In order to qualify for registration under the lodger 
franchise as a parliamentary voter in any county or borough, the 
claimant must show that as a lodger he has occupied separately 
and as sole tenant (/c) and has resided in lodgings (1) for the 

Charlton^ n904] 2 L E. 383, 0. A. ; StrihJing v. Ilahcy supra, was comm on tod 
on advorsoly by Loid Eussell of Killowen, C J., in Harnett v. Ihchmoit, [1895] 
1 Q. B. 091, whoro tlie case turned upon the construction of s. 6 of the Paiha- 
inentary and Municipal Eogistration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 20). A policeman 
occupied exclusively a cubicle in the dormitoiy of a police barrack. The 
cubicle was separated from the other cubicles by a partition, but was open at 
the top. The passage, ventilation and utinospboro of tho dormitory weio 
common to tho whole dormitoiy. Each man was entitled to lock up his 
cubicle. It was held that tho cubicle was not “ part of a house separately 
occupied as a dwelling” within s. 5 of tho abovo-nicntioned Act. Wills, J., 
said : Stnbhng v. JJa/se has, I think, gone to the extreme length to which 

such cases can be carried and cannot be considered as governing any case 
which goes beyond tho facts of that case. It cannot, I think, be considered an 
altogether satisfactory decision.” In ChitteThuck v. Taylor, [1896] 1 Q,. B. 395, 
C. A., the facts were substantially the same as in Barnett v. ILckmott, supra. The 
policemen had cubicles of tho same description as therein ; they wore subjet.t to 
the superintendent, who had power to impose lostrictions on the use of the 
cubicles {Barnett v. IlitkmoU, supra, was followed by Lord Esher, M.E., and 
Lopes, L.J. (Eigby, L.J., dissenting)). In Laskey v. Michelmore (1908), 98 
L. T. 105, a coachman occupied rooms over the stables of his master. No part 
of the building containing the rooms and tho stables was inhabited by tho master. 
By his contract of service the man was required to, and did in fact, take his meals 
with the other servants in tho adjoining house inhabited by his master. It was 
held that he was entitled to the parliamentary franchise. See also Hannon v. 
Manrahan, [1900] 2 I. E. 455, 0. A. 

(/) See p. 165, ante, 

(g) Eepresontation of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 102), s. 26. 

(A) Nichdson v. Yeoman (1889), 24 Q. B. D. 145, per Lord Coleridge, C.J., 
at p. 146. See p. 165, ante. See Torish v. Clark {Monaghan's Case) (1885), 
[1897] W. N. 102. 

ft) Eepresentation of the People Act, 1884 (^48 Vict. c. 3), s. 9 (8). 

\k) It IS clear that tho word “tenant ” here bears a different and more popular 
meaning than it does in the phrase “owner or tenant” as applied to the 
household franchise, see Thompson v. Ward (1871), L. E. 6 0. P. 327, per 
Bovill, C.J., at p. 357. 

(/) Eepresentation of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 102), s. 4; 
Eepresentation of the People Act, 1884 (43 Vict. c. 3), a. 2. “Lodgings’* 
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twelve months preceding the 16th day (m) of July in the year of 
registration, such lodgings being part of one and the same dwelling- 
house and of a clear yearly value, if let unfurnished, of £10 
or upwards. Also it must be shown that he has claimed to be 
registered as a voter at the next ensuing registration of voters (/?)• 

364. This franchise is conferred on a man who is a tenant of 
the description of “ lodger ** as distinguished from a tenant who is 
an inhabitant occupier (o). It is extremely difficult to draw the 
line between these two classes ; but the word ** lodger ” involves a 
personal relation existing between the lodger and his landlord (p), 
and some degree of control by the landlord over the manner of the 
lodger’s occupation of the premises (q). A lodger must occupy the 
part of the house comprising his ‘‘ lodgings ** under a contract, and 
therefore a son merely permitted to occupy rooms in his father’s 
house, without payment and under no agreement, is not a lodger (?•). 

365. The lodgings must be of the clear yearly value of £10 
or upwards if lot unfurnished (s). This value is a question 
of fact to be decided in each case by the revising barrister (/) ; 


includos nny apartments or place of residence, whether furnished or unfurnished, 
in a dwelling-house (Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1S78 
(41 iS: 42 Vict. c. 26), s. o). 

(m) Altered from the last day of July hy s. 7 of the Parliamentary and 
Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (40 & 41 Vict. c. 20), and s. 12 of the Rogis- 
tiation Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. lo). 

(a) Jler&ant v. ILdsa (1880), 18 Q. B. D. 412, par Lord CoLERinaE, O.J. ; 
Jones V. Kent (1888), 22 Q. B. D. 204, 207. In Ilersant v. liaise^ suprayii was 
hold that neglect to make a claim cannot be waiyed b}" the oyersoers publisliing 
the name in the list of lodgers (following CulJen v. ratter son 18L. R Ir. 

274 ; and distinguishing Davies y. llojihiis (1857), 27 L. J. (c. r.) 0). As to the 
claim, see p. 207, post. 

(o) For the distinction hetwoon a lodger and an inhabitant occupier, see 
p. 108, ante. 

(p) Anchetdl y. BayUss (1882), 10 Q. B, D. 577, C. A., per Lindley, L.J. 

(7) Bradley v. Bayhs (1881), 8 Q. B. D. 195, 0. A. ; IZent v. Filial, [1900] 
1 K. B. 60, C. A.; In Thompson v. Ward (1871), L. R. 6 C. P. 327, 
Bovill, C.J., at p. 360, said : “ Generally speaking a lodger is a person whoso 
occupation is of part of a house, and subordinate to and in some degree under 
the control of a landlord or his representative, who either resides in or retains 
the possession of or a dominion over the house generally, or over the outer door, 
and under such circumstances as that the possession of any particular part of 
the hoiise hold by the lodger does not prevent the house goncially being in the 
possession of the landlord. . . . It is alwa3S iiupoitant, in determining whether a 
man is a lodger, to see whether the owner of tho house retains his character 
of iimstor of the house, and whether he occupies a pait of it by himself or hia 
servants, and at the same time retains the general control and dominion over 
the whole house ; and this ho maj" do, though he do not peisonally reside on 
tho promises.” See also p. 168, ante. 

{r) Macdonald v. Dickson (1888), [1897] W. N. 123. But a son living in hia 
fatner’s house and having hy agreement tho exclusive use of lodgings of tho 
required value, for which the son gives neither money nor money’s worth ia 
entitled to the vote [Brown v. Martin (1885), [1897] \V. N. 121). A sliop 
assistant occupying a room in the house of his employer under an agreement 
to pay rent and not as paid; of his duty as a servant is a lodger [Benmit v. 
Fvajis (1892), 68 L. T. 765). 

(s) Representation of the People Act, 1807 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 102), s. 4. 

(f) Jenkins v. Grocott^ [1904] 1 K. B. $*’4 ; Uamillon y. Ferguson (1697), 
[1899] W. N. 169. 
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and the only true test of value is what the lodgings will let for 
where the landlord gets as much rent as he can and the lodger pays 
as little as he can (u). The rateable value of the house in which 
the lodgings are situate is an element of value which may be taken 
into account, but it is not conclusive proof (t*), and the situation of 
the house and all circumstances affecting the value should be 
considered (w). The fact that the lodger in addition to having the 
exclusive use of part of the house is entitled to the joint use with 
any other person of some other part, does not cause him to occupy 
his part other than separately (a:). But in considering the value of 
the lodgings only that part of the lodgings are to be taken into 
account of which he has the exclusive use ; so that if that part is 
less than the required value he cannot add to its value the value of 
the part of which he has the joint use in order to qualify for the 
vote (y). 

366. The person claiming this franchise must have occupied 
the same lodgings during the qualifying year (a); but lodgings 
occupied by a person in any year or in two successive years are not 
to be deemed different lodgings by reason only that in that year or 
in either of those years he has occupied some other rooms or place 
in addition to his original lodgings (b). And for the purpose of 
qualifying a lodger to vote, the occupation in immediate succession 
of different lodgings of the requisite value in the same house has 
the same effect as continued occupation of the same lodgings (c). 

Again, wliere lodgings are jointly occupied by more than one 
lodger and the clear yearly value of the lodgings if let unfurnished 
is of an amount which, when divided by the number of the lodgers, 
gives a sum of not less than ^10 for each lodger, then each such 
lodger, if otherwise qualified, is entitled to be registered and to 
vote as a lodger, provided that not more than two persons being 
such joint lodgers, are entitled to be registered in respect of such 
joint occupation (^/). 


(u) M'Crea v. Bachmmn (1889), [1898] W. N. 112. In this case the house 
was rated at £2 155. onl}', but £12 a year was paid for unfurnished lodgings by 
a curate who would have found it dillicult to find any other lodgings in the 
village. Probably no one but a curate would have desired to lodge in tlie 
village, so that the lodgings had a special value to a special class of tenant. 
It was held that the curate was entitled to be legisterod. At the same time it 
was pointed out that the real test is “ value,” not the rent actually paid. 

(r) Jenkins v. Grocott, [1904] 1 K. B. 874. In that case the rateable value of 
the house wa^ less than the amount alleged to have boon paid by the lodger. 

iw) Ihidt 

[x) Parliamentary and Municipal Eegistration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 2C), 

{y) Hay's Case (Gallagher v. Hay) (1892), [1897] W. N. 134 ; Grayy. HeuchaTf 
(1890), [1897] W. N. 123. 

(a) Representation of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102), s. 4. 

(5) Parliamentary and Municipal Eegistration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 26), 

t. 6 (1). 

(c) Ibid.t 8 . 6 (2). There is no provision for any person qualifying for a 
parliamentary vote by successive occupation of lodgings in different houses, 
see p. 165, ante. 

(d) Ibid., 8 . 6 (3). Where there are more than two joint lodgers, the law 
piovides no macl^ery for selecting the two who are to be register^. The wife 
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367. The claimant must also have resided in the lodgings during 
the qualifying year (c). It is not necessary, however, that he should 
have actually lived uninterruptedly in the lodgings during the 
whole period,^ or that the lodgings should be his only place of 
residence ; it is quite sufficient if he has the power to occupy the 
lodgings when he pleases (/). 

(v.) Reserved Bights, 

(a) Counties, 

368. With regard to counties, any person seized on the 7ih day 
of June, 1832, for his own life, or for the life of another, or for 
any lives whatsoever, of any freehold lands or tenements in respect 
of which he tlien had the right to vote(/ 7 ), or in respect of which 
but for the Eepresentation of the People Act, 1832 (/i), he might 
acquire the right to vote, was given by the Act the right to retain 
or ac(iuire such right so long as he should be so seized of the 
same lands or tenements, provided he be duly registered according 
to law (i). Hence it appears that a male infant seized of an estate 
for life or lives in lands or tenements of the value of 40s. a year on 
7th June, 1832, and coming of ago after that date, acquired the 
right to vote on coming of age, and retains that right so long as 
he remains seized of the qualifying property and continues to bo 
duly registered. As such a person in the year 1910 need only be 
seven ty-eight years of age, there may be still some surviving who 
possess this qualification. 


of a man living with liim in lodgings is not a joint lodgor with him ; nor does 
a man occupying lodgings otherwise than separately by reason of his wife living 
with him in such lodgings {Hamilton v. Patou (189S), [1899] W. N. 175). 

(e) Poiirosentation of the People Act, 1SG7 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 102), s. 4 ; soe 
p. 101, ante. 

if) V. St. Mary Abbott Overseei's (1870), L. R. 6 C. P. 309; Rond y, 

St. George, Hanover Square Overseers (1870), L. R. 6 C. P. 312. In the laat- 
montioned case, Brett, L J., quoted with approval what was said by Erle, C. J., 
in Poiudl V. Guest (1805), 18 C. B. (n. S.) 72, 80, that “in order to constitute 
resulenco, a party mubt possess at least a sleeping apartment, but that an 
UMiiitei ruptod abiding at such dwelling is not requisite, and that absence, no 
matter how long, if thoro be tlie liberty of returning at any time, and no 
aOandoiiment of the intention to return whenever it may suit the party’s 

I doasure or coiivenieiico so to do, will not prevent a constructive legal residence.’* 
n the first of tho above cases the claimant was an attendant upon a gentleman 
in bad health, and rooms wore taken for him in tho same house os the gentlo- 
nuin, in winch he might and usually did sloop. Ue also had lodgings in another 
place where his wife and family lived and whore he could sleep at any time, 
and whore he did sleep at least once a week. In tho second case the claimant 
had lodgings in London and a house in the country, which ho kept up all the 
3 ’oar. He occupied the lodgings for short periods for a few days or weeks 
whenever ho chose, but lived most of his time elsewhere. In each case the 
claimant was held to bo entitled to the franchise in respect of the lodgings. 
See also Falconer v. Dunlop (1890), W. N. [1897] 124; Malcolm y. Browns 
(1894) W. N. [1S971 124. 

{y) Before the Act of 1832 all froeholdors, whether seized of estates of 
inhei itaiice or otherwise, who wore seized of lands or tenements of the yearly 
value of 403. were entitled to vote for counties (Stat. (1429) 8 Hen. 6, c. 7), 
p. 145, ante. 

(A) 2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 43. 

(/) Ihid,, s. 18. As to the need of registration, see p. 139, ante. 
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(b) BorougliB, 

369. Before the Reform Act, 1832, those districts only were called 
“ boroughs ” which sent one or more representatives to Parliament. 
A “ city ” was only a more considerable borough possessing a 
charter and being the centre of a bishop^s see {a). 

The right of voting for representatives of such cities and boroughs 
was not regulated by any fixed rule uniformly applying to the 
whole country, as in the case of counties ; but almost every city 
and borough had a right of voting in some respects peculiar to 
itself, and which right could only be ascertained from its charters or 
Acts of Parliament and by inquiry into the local usages prevailing (6). 

Except with regard to burgesses or freemen, freemen and 
liverymen, and freeholders and burgage tenants (to be dealt with 
presently), all rights of voting other than those conferred by the Act 
were abolished (c) ; but every person who on the 7tli day of Juno, 
1832, had a right to vote under any of the qualilications abolished 
was allowed to retain such right so long as he retained the 
qualification and satisfied the requirements as to registration {d). 
As it seems to be established that no person still survives who has 
retained any of those qualifications, it is needless to enter into any 
description of their incidents (c). 

In some boroughs freeholders and burgage tenants were entitled 
to vote ; but these rights also were extinguished, except in the 
case of cities and towns being counties of themselves (/), and 
except in the case of persons who had acquired the right to vote 
on or before 1st March, 1831, or who acquired it between that 
date and 7th June, 1832, by descent, succession, marriage, marriage 
settlement, devise, or promotion to any benefice in a church or 
by promotion to an office (z;). Such persons also are believed to 
have now completely died out(/t). 


fiecmcn. 370. In many boroughs freemen and burgesses had and 
have a right to vote. Such freemen who were admitted or 
entitled to be admitted on 1st March, 1831, had their rights reserved 
to them subject to registration and other conditions mentioned 
below (i). These are also probably extinct. No person elected, 
made, or admitted a burgess or freeman since 1st March, 1831, 
otherwise than in respect of birth or servitude, is entitled to 


(a) Westminster was an exception, for it seems to have had no charter and to 
have long ceased to be a bishop’s see. 

S Tho foregoing is abstracted from 1Toy wood on Borough Elections (1797). 
Such persons were “Inhabitants,” “Inhabitants paying scot and lot,” 
** Potwallers ” etc. See Iloywood on Borough Elections. 

(d) Eeprosentation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), s. 33. This 
section was repealed by the Statute Law Bevision Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 33), 
but by s. 3 any right already acquired was reserved. 

(«) See Rogers on Elections, 17th ed. (1909), p. 168, whore the learned editor 
states that after careful personal inquiry from all the revising barristers in 
England he has come to the conclusion that those voters are extinct. 

(/) See p. 179, post 

Representation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), s. 35. 

(A) See Rogers on Elections, 17th ed., p. 168. 

(i) Representation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, o. 45), t. 82. 
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vote or be registered (A). But every person admitted a freeman 
since that date in respect of servitude (/), or admitted since that 
date in respect of birth where his right is derived from a person 
who was a freeman or entitled to be admitted a freeman on 1st 
March, 1831 (m), continues entitled to vote in an election for a 
member of Parliament for any such borough (n). He must, however, 
be duly registered (o) ; and he can only be registered provided he 
is on the 15th July (p) in the year of registration qualified in such 
manner as would entitle him then to vote if such day were the 
day of election, and provided he has resided (q) within the city or 
borough or within seven miles from the place therein where the 
poll was usually taken up to 1832, for six calendar months next 
previous to the said 15th July(r). The town clerk of every 
borough for which there was a freeman’s roll in 1882 is bound to 
keep a list of freemen called the Freeman’s Roll (s), which is to be 
open to public inspection and copies of which the town clerk must 
deliver to any person on payment of a reasonable price (a). 

371. In Bristol, Exeter, Nottingham, and Norwich (h) freeholders 
and burgage tenants (c) have by ancient usage the right to vote for 
members of Parliament. The Act has not taken away these rights so 


(/.) riCiireFontation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), 8. 32. 

(/) Th(3 rii'ht is governed by the usage of the borough, but is usually 
obtaiiK'd by serving as approntico to a freoinan for a fixed number of years (see 
Ltclijieldf John C/udlouj^s Case (1842), Bar. & Aust. 344). This appronticeahip 
must usually be to a trade, and if so an aiticled clerk to a solicitor is not 
entitled to admission, but apprenticeship to a profession may qualify in some 
boroughs (see Jl. v. Marshall (1787), 2 Term. Rep. 2; ll. v. Doncaster OorporuUon 
(1S2.S), 7 B. & a 630). 

(w) Ihid. This right is not restricted by the Act to one generation after the 
passing of the Act, though the light may be restricted in various ways by the 
custom of a paiticular borough. In 1SG4 a man claimed to be icgistcrod ns a 
voter in Jianistable, which was then a parliamentary borough. JIo was able to 
prove that his grandfather was admitted a freeman in 1810; that his father was 
twenty-one years of age and entitled thou to ho admitted in April, 1831, and 
was actually admitted lu May, 1831 . It was held that the claimant was entitled 
to be admitted {(hiydon v. Bencraft (1864), 18 C. B. (n. s.) II). 

(t?) Representation of the People Act, 1832(2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), s. 32. 

(o) P. 139, anU. 

(p) Bate altered from 31st July by Parliamentary and Municipal Registration 
Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 26), s. 7. 

(r/) For tho meaning of “reside,” see pp. 164, 177, ante, 

(r) Representation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), s. 32. If he 
is a Durgess or freeman of a place sharing in the election for any city or boiougU 
tho distance is measured from such place {ihid.), 

(s) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict c. 50), s. 203. 

(«) Jbtd., 8. 233 (o). 

(/>) See Rcgistiation Order, 1895, Sched. 3, Instruction 5 (1). Haverford- 
west, in the county of Pemhioke, is a county of itself, but by the Redistribution 
of 8cats Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 23), s. 2, and Sched. I., it ceased to return a 
member to Parliamont, and by s. 7 a new parliamentary borough was formed 
of Pembroke and Ilavcifordwost. By this tho freoholdora of Ilaverfoidwest 
ceased as such to have a vote for the now borough ; seo James v. Ivemeyt [1901] 
1 K. B. 193. As to Exotor, seo Ford v. Drew (1879), o C. P. D. 69. 

(c) Blackstono (citing Olanvil and Littleton) says that tenure in burga^^ ia 
tenure in socage, and it is whore the King or^other person is lord of an ancient 
borough in which the tenements are hold by a rent certain. It ia therefore 
freehold tenure The law with regard to the rights of voting of freeholders in 
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far as estates of inheritance are concerned, and therefore in these 
four cities freeholders having estates of inheritance in lands or 
tenements have the right to vote (d). But any such person must be 
duly registered ; and as a condition of registration he must have been 
in actual possession of his tenement or in receipt of the rent and 
profits thereof for his own use for twelve calendar months next 
previous to the 15th July(c) in the year of registration (unless 
the same has come to him at any time within that twelve months 
by descent, succession, marriage, marriage settlement, devise, or 
promotion to any benefice in a church, or to any office), and he 
must have resided for six calendar months next previous to the 
said 15th July within the city or within seven miles of any part 
thereof (/). 

The value of the property necessary to qualify depends respec- 
tively on the usage of each city {g). In the case of Nottingham it 
was determined in 1710 by the House of Commons to be 40s. 
a year(/0. In Bristol and Exeter it appears to be the same, while 
in Norwich there is no minimum value (i). 

With regard to those freeholders or burgage tenants having 
estates of freehold not of inheritance, no such person is entitled to 
vote in respect of lands or tenements of which he is seized for life 
or lives, unless he is in actual and bond fide occupation of the same, 
or unless the same came to him by marriage, marriage settlement, 
devise, or promotion to any benefice or office, or unless the same bo 
of the clear yearly value of £10 (k) above all rents and charges 
payable out of or in respect of the same (Z) . 

If any person is still alive who was seized of an estate for 
life or lives in qualifying property on the 7th June, 1832, and has 
continued so seized to the present time, his right to vote is 
reserved to him provided he be duly registered (m). 

(c) City of London. 

372 . In the City of London, in addition to all persons who 
possess the ordinary borough qualification, freemen and liverymen 

counties Applies in general as far as may bo to those voteis in cities which are 
counties of themselves ; see p. 145, 

((f) Kepresentation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), s. 31. 

((-) This date was altered fromSlst to 15th July by s. 7 of tho Puihamontary 
and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 2{)). 

{f) Representation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), s. 31. As 
to the meaning of “reside,” see pp. 164, 177, aytU. 

{(j) The statute “What sort of men shall be chosen,” stat. (1429) 8 Hen. 6, c. 7, 
applies only to shires, not to cities or towns being counties in themselves ; see 
p. 146, ante. Tho Parliamentary Elections Act, 1745 (19 Ooo, 2, c. 28), clearly 
recognises in s. 13 that there are such cities or towns whore the burgage 
tenants have a right to vote in respect of tenements of less value than 405. 
S. 4 of the same Act forbids any person in such cities or towns where the limit 
is 40«. to vote unless they have a freehold estate of the clear yearly value ol 
40«. above all rents and charges. 

(5) (1701), 13 Commons’ Journal, 611. 

(t) See Rogers on Elections, 17th ed. (1909), at p. 171. 

{k) In the case of counties this amount was altered to £5 by s. 6 of the 
Representation of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 102), but tho amount 
remains £10 in the case of the cities now being considered. 

(/) Representation of the People Act, 183 (2 & 8 Will. 4, c. 45), s. 18. 

(m) Ibid. 
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are entitled to vote for members of Parliament for the City. 
Before 1832 these persons had such a right, and the right was 
reserved to them by the Reform Act(n). The right to vote depends 
on the person being both a freeman of the City and a liveryman 
of one of the companies (o). And the qualification may be acquired 
by purchase or redemption, as well as by servitude or birth (p). 
The right to vote, however, depends on registration; and no person 
may be registered as a freeman and liveryman unless he is on the 
15th July ({/) in the year of registration qualified as such in such 
manner as would entitle him to vote if such day were the day 
of election and the Act had never passed (r). Also it is necessary 
that he should have resided (s) for six calendar months next pre- 
viously to the said 15th July within the City or within twenty-five 
miles of any part thereof (0- 

No person has this right to vote at any election unless he has 
been upon the livery for the space of twelve calendar months 
before such election (a) ; or unless he has paid all livery fees due, 
or if having paid such fees he has received them back in part or in 
all, or had any allowance in respect thereof (/>). Further, no 
person has the right to vote at any election who has at any time 
within two years next before such election requested to be, and 
has accordingly been, discharged from his liability to pay rates or 
taxes within the City, or has within that time received any alms 
whatsoever (c). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — T/ie Vnii'erMis. 

373. There is only one fianchise in England which exists 
independently of any ownership or occupation of land or of resi- 
dence in any particular district — that is the franchise possessed by 
members of the Universities of Oxford, Cambridge, and London. 

(i.) Oxford, 

374. The University of Oxford has by letters patent id) the right 
to send two members to Parliament, and the right of voting is by 
ancient usage in the members of convocation (^?). This is a body 
consisting of the chancellor, vice-chancellor, doctors of all faculties, 


{n) Eepresentation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 4o), s. 32. 

(o) Crouchtr v. JJrowne (184G), 2 C. B. 97. 

(p) Ibid. S. 32 of the Eepresentation of the Pcojile Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, 
c. 45), contains a proviso that no one elected, made, or admitted a freeman or 
hiirgoss since 1st March, 1831, otherwise than in respect of birth or servitude, 
should be entitled to vote at an election for any city or borough. It was held that 
this proviso docs not apply to the City of London (Croucher v. Browne, supra). 

{q) Date from Gist to Toth July altered by Parliamentary and Municipal 
Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Yict. c. 28), s. 7. 

(r) Eepresentation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4. c. 45), s. 32. 

(«) For the meaning of “reside,” see pp. 164, 177, ante. 

U) Representation of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 102), s. 46. 

(a) Act for Regulating Elections within the City of London, stat. (1724) 11 
Goo. 1, c. 18, s. 14. Hence it appears that he must be two years on the livery 
before he can be registered. 

{b) Ibid. 

(c) Ibid. 

id) 1603 (1 Jac. 1). 

(e) The powers and privileges of the University are confirmed, save as therein 
altered, by the Oxford University Act, 1864 (17 & 18 Vict. c. 81), ss. 22, 45. 
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and masters o! arts whose names are on the books of any college 
or hall, or of the delegates of unattached students and who have paid 
all statutable fees (/). 

(ii.) Cambridge, 

375 . The University of Cambridge has by letters patent {(j) the 
right to send two members to Parliament. The right of voting 
is by ancient usage in the members of the senate, which is com- 
posed of the chancellor, vice-chancellor, doctors of all faculties, 
bachelors of divinity, and masters of arts, law, surgery, and music 
having their names on the University register {h). Those whose 
names are removed from the register lose the right of voting, but 
may recover the right by replacing their names on the register 
and paying all University dues from the time of removal, 180 days 
being first allowed to elapse after replacing names (i). 

(iii.) London, 

376 . The University of London has by statute (/c) the right to 
send one member to Parliament. Every man whose name is for 
the time being on the register of graduates constituting the 
convocation of the University is, if of full age and not subject 
to any legal incapacity, entitled to vote in the election of such 
member (Z). 

Sect. 2. — In Municipal Elections. 

377 . Municipal or local government elections include the election 
of the councillors of a municipal borough, that of the councillors of 
a county council, that of the councillors of district and parish 
councils, and that of the members of the boards of guardians who 
administer the poor law. The universities also have their own 
elections for the purposes of their internal government. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Election of Councillors of a Municipal Borough, 

(i.) Preliminary. 

378 . A person is not to be deemed a burgess for the purpose of 
municipal elections unless he is enrolled as a burgess (m) — i.c,, 
unless the revising barrister in whose jurisdiction the matter rests 
has placed his name upon the burgess list. 

(ii.) Personal Qualifications. 

379 . To entitle a person to have his name placed upon the 
burgess list so as to give him a vote for municipal purposes in 
municipal corporations it is necessary — as in the case of the parlia- 
mentary register — that he should be (1) of full age(?i), and (2) not 
subject to any legal incapacity (o). 

If) See Oxford University Calendar. 

(^) (1603), 1 Jac. 1. 

{h) The rights and privileges of the University, save as therein altered, wore 
Oontirmed by the Cambridge University Act, 1806 (19 & 20 Viet. c. 88), s. 49. 

(i) See Cambridge University Calendar. 

Cc) Eepresentation of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102), s. 24. 

(0 1 hid., s. 25. 

(m) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), «. 9 (1). 

(w) See pp. 139—145, ante, 

(o) This is the short effect of the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 f45 & 40 
Viet. 0. 60), 8. 9 (3). 
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380 . The legal incapacity above referred to is for the most part 
the same as that set forth in relation to the parliamentary register (/)), 
but there are several important differences. 

A female is not as such subject to any legal incapacity 
which prevents her from having a right to vote at a municipal 
election in a municipal corporation ; and in the statute regulating 
such elections, words importing the masculine gender includo 
females for all purposes connected with and having reference to 
the right to vote at such elections (q). But for the purpose of such 
elections (r), coverture still remains as it always has been at 
common law a total disqualification (s). 

Peers are not under any legal incapacity which prevents 
them from having their names placed upon the burgess roll for 
municipal purposes (0. 

Aliens are disqualified (n). 

Every person is disqualified who has within the last twelve 
months preceding the 15th July in any year received union or 
parochial relief (w) or other alms (j;). But no person is dis- 
qualified by reason only that he has received medical or surgical 
assistance from the trustees of the municipal charities or at 
the expense of the poor rate (a). Medical relief, however, does 
disqualify the recipient to vote at an election of a board of 
guardians (5). 


(p) See pp. 139 — 145, ante. 

w) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), s. 63. 

(r) It is otherwise for the ])urpo8e of certain other elections, e those 
relating to district councils, hoards of guardians and parish councils ; see 
pp. 191, 192, post. 

(«) It. V. IlarraJd (1872), L. B. 7 Q. B. 361. This case was decided upon the 
words of tho Municipal Corporation (Election) Act, 18G9 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 65), 
s. 9, but the words of the present Act arc indistinguishable. In the same case 
consideration was given as to what the law was when a married woman, who 
was single at the time when she was placed upon the register, was married at 
tho time of tho election. Cockburn, C.J., said : “ She married and accordingly 
she became subject to all the disabilities that attach to married women. It is 
said that as long as a man retains his qualification his rights are not to bo 
altered by what happens after the name has been put upon the burgess list. 
But I much question whether that argument applies to a woman who maiTies, 
whose status is at once altered and who becomes at once subject to all tho 
disabilities of coverture. However, it is quite enough to say that there is 
sufficient doubt as to the validity of this vote also to call for furlher inquiry.” 
This question is, therefore still open to doubt and may be raised upon an 
election petition. 

(f) Because the reasons which prevent them from taking part in the election 
of members of the House of Commons (see Beauchamp {Karl) v. Madresfuld 
(1872), L. B. 8 C. P. 245, 250) do not apply to the elections now under 
consideration. 

(a) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 9 (3) (a). Sco 
title Aliens, Vol. I., p. 301. 

ftc) Ihid.^ 8. 9 (3) (b) ; see p. 143, ante. 

(x) The word “parochial” applies to “ alms ” as well as “ relief,” and there- 
fore the receipt of alms which are not parochial does not disqualify {R. v. ZicA- 
field Corporation (1842), 2 a B. 693). 

{a) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 60), b. 33 (4) ; 
Medical Belief (Disqualification Bemoval) Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. o. 46), 
6 . 2 . 

(5) See p. 192, post. 
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Any person disentitled by an Act of Parliament is under a 
legal disqualification ; and this class is the same as that referred 
to in the case of the parliamentary register as felons and other 
offenders (c), 

(iii.) Projperty QuaJiJications. 

381. The person whose name it is sought to place upon the 
burgess roll must also have a certain property qualification — that 
is, a qualification depending in each case directly or indirectly upon 
property, and definitely fixed by law, and must have enjoyed such 
qualification for a certain period also definitely fixed by law. 


(a) 2'he Old Durgesa Franchise, 

382. A person may be enrolled as a burgess (d) under the heading 
of the old burgess household franchise, if — 

1. lie is on the 15th July in the year of registration, and has 
been during the whole of the then last preceding twelvemonths (e), 
in occupation (/), joint or several (^f), of some house, warehouse, 
counting-house, shop, or other building in the borough (/i) — the 


fc) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 4C Viet. c. 60), s. 9 (3) (c). 

{<() 13iit a person de facto enrolled is not necessarily “qualified to elect’*, 
yritliin the moaning of the Municipal Coiporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), 
p. 1 1 (3), so as to make him eligible as a candidate (Fliniham v. Eoxhurgh 
17Q. B. D. 44). 

(e) Where the person on whose behalf the franchise was claimed had trans- 
fcired the jirennses which he occupied to a limited company, and on the sjuno 
day took from that company a demise of pait of the premises which he continued 
to occupy, it was held that thoio had been no break in his occupation (2’tmmit 
V. AWiaton, [1895] 2 Q, B. 68). 

(/) This occupation maybe one to which the person on whose behalf the 
franchise i.s chiirnod is entitled by a vcibal undorstiiiulmg [Unwin v. McMullaiy 
[1891] 1 Q. B. G94, C. A.). 

{g) Compare Dipstak'a Case (ISOS), L. K. 4 Q. B. 114, which decided that 
tlio occupation under the Municipal Corporations Act, 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 
4, c. 76), 8. 9, might bo joint or several. The woids of the present Act aie 
express. 

[h) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 40 Viet. c. 50), s. 9 (2) (b). It is to 
be noted that by s, 31 [a) of the same Act the term “house, warehouse, counting- 
house, shop, or other building ” include any part of a house where that part is 
separately occupied for the purpose of any tiade, business, or profession ; and 
any such jiart may for the purpose of desciibing the qualification be dosciibed 
as oflices, chambers, studio, or by any like toim applicable to the case. And 
by 8. 31 (b) : “Where an occupier is entitled to the sole and exclusive use of any 
pai t of a house, that part shall not be deemed to bo occupied otherwise than 
separately by reason only that the occupier is entitled to the joint use of some 
other part.” This section was discussed by the Divisional Court in Green wag v. 
ilac/ze/or (1883), 12Q. B. D. 381, where it was held that occupation of part of a 
dwelling-nouse for the jiurposesof a private dwelling only constitutes occupation 
of a house for this purpose. It is not necessary that there should be separate 
occupation for the purpose of some trade, business, or profession. In that case 
Lord Coleridge, U.J., said at p. 383: “ To my mind s. 31 (b) puts the matter 
beyond reasonable doubt, and do.al8 with the municipal franchise by placing 
it in an exactly similar position to the parliamentary franchise .... it is as 
though the legislature had said that whereas judicial decisions had established 
the position \7ith respect to the pailiamentory franchise of the occupier of part 
of a dwelling-house, the principle of those decisions should extoiid also to the 
municipal franchise,” 
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words “ or other building ” having to be interpreted according to 
the rule of rjusdcm generis (f). 


Practically identical words to those nsod in the section under con- 
sideration were used in the Representation of the People Act, 1 832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, 
c. 45), 8. 27, whore the words wore “any house, warehouse, or counting-house, 
shop, or other building.” Since the assimilation of the borough to the county 
franchise the cases under the Representation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 
Will. 4, c. 45), are of no importance in relation to the parliamentary vote, but 
they remain important as to the municipal vote. 

It was hold under s. 27 of the Representation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 
Will. 4, c. 45), that a building calculated to bo used as a dwelling-house was 
properly described as a house although it was not dwelt in by anyone {Daniel 
V. Coiihting (1845), 7 Man. & G. 122). And within the same section it was also 
held that a building, the lower pait of which is used as a cowhouse and stable 
and the upper part consisting of a chamber used as a dwelling-place, was pro- 
perly desciibcd as a house {Nunn v. Denton (1844), 7 Man. & O. 66). “ People 
usually dwell in a house,” said Tixdal, C.J., “oy sleeping there at night.” 
Again under the same section it was decided that to entitle an occupier to a 
borough voto in respect of a “ counting-house ” it need not consist of an ontii-e 
building or be structurally severed from the rest of the house of which it forms 
a part (/Wry v. Maclean (1870), L. R. 5 0. P. 252). Where the claimant occupied 
as a counting-house a room in a house, the landloid of which also had a 
counting-house there, but did not reside there— there being an outer door which 
was locked at night, of which the claimant had no key ; nor was there any 
key-hole upon the outside — it was hold under the same section that the 
claimant was duly qualified {Dounting v. Lwhetl (1847), 5 0. B. 40). Occupation 
of an attorney’s ollice entitled a person to bo a burgess within the Municipal 
Corporations Act, 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, o. 76), s. 9, which required occupation 
of a house, warehouse, or shop. This Act did not contain the words “ or other 
building.” 

Stall-holders in a market have been held in Ireland not to bo occupiers of 
houses or shops {Lovell v. Callaghan^ [1894] 2 I. R. 346); but in London it 
would appear from Diehard v. /’m/on, (1902) 1 Smith, Reg. Cas. 296 (decided on 
another point), that such a qualification is considered sufficient in the case of the 
Loudon Ceutial MoatMiiikot. The occupying of “part of a house ” without any 
actual severance fiom the losidue was held in Cook v. Jlumher (1861), 11 
C. B. (n. 8.) 33, not to confer a qualification under s. 27 of the Representa- 
tion of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), non vhsttinie the dictum in 
Tomsy. Lnchett {\Sil), 5 0. B. 23; 2 Lut. Reg. Cas. 19. The occupation of 
offices without any actual sovcianco from the residue of the premises was 
held to be similaily insufficiont for the pin poses of the section ( IViUoii v. Roberta 
(1861), 11 0. B. (n. s.) 50). The occupation of pait of a house had, however, 
boon neld to qualify under the section wheie there was independent occupation 
and actual severance from the rest of the house {Uenreiie v. Booth (1863), 15 
C. B. (N. 8.) 500) ; but as to all such cases see now the Municipal Corporations 
Act, 18S2 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 31, iupro. In a rating case the Court of 
Appeal held that where a house not structurally severed was let partly to 
one tenant and partly to another, and each had the exclusive occupation of 
the pait let to him, the tenants wore not “joint occupiers” but that each 
was the occupier of a separate tenement capable of being rated separately 
{AlUhiirch V. Hendon Union {Aateaament Committee and Ouardiam). 11891] 2 
a B. 436, C. A.). 

(t) Those general words, “ or other building,” were also used in the Representa- 
tion of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), s. 27, and gave rise to much 
difficulty. In (Jengda Case (1842), Bar. & Aust. 486, a parliamentary committee 
decided that a limekiln was a building although open to the sky, it having been 
pointed out that on any other interpretation such a substantial building as the 
Coliseum itself would have been excluded. Where rooms in a factory were 
let to cotton-spinners separately — the rents varying according to the size of the 
room — and the approach to the rooms was either by a common staircase leading 
from the entrance to the factory (to which there was a door wMch was never 
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Sect. 3 . fastened) or by separate outside staircases or by doors opening into the yard, and 
In each tenant had his own spinning machine worked by steam-power supplM by 
Municipal landlord, and also the key of his room and exclusive control thereof, it was held 

Elections the occupier of each room was the exclusive occupier of a building within 

* section 27 of the Representation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45) 
( Wright v. StocJ{port (Town C/erAr) (1S43),*5 Man. & G. 33). A cowhouse or stable 
was hold to be a building within the same section, the occupation of which was 
sufficient to confer the franchise {Whitmore v. Bedford (1843), 5 Man. & G. 9). 
Maui.e, J., in that case said : “ The term building is not to be taken in its largest 
acceptation ; it must be explained by the accompanying words. A wall inclosing 
a space of ground might be a building worth jClO a year, but it would give no 
qualification. It is contended that the buildings specified in the Act are such 
ns are generally used for trade, but it does not follow that the Act is limited 
to buildings erected solely for that purpose. The building under consideration 
might become a warehouse if goods woie stored in it, or it might bo a shop if 
they were sold thoi e. I have no doubt whatever that this building is sufficient ”, 
Where a stable and coachhouse adjoined each other and were both under one 
roof — there being two grated windows in the wall that separated the two, but 
no other internal communication between them— it was held that the two 
constituted one building for the purpose of the same section [Jolhffe v. Rice 
(1848), G 0. B. 1). A “building” maj’^ consist of several unconnected parts, if 
such parts are occupied as one whole {Pownall v. Dawson (1851), 11 0 . B. 9;. 
Where the voter occupied at a rent exceeding £10 per annum a piece of land 
with a stone building upon it, which had a roof, four walls, and a door, and was 
used by the tenant for keeping guano and other manures which ho used upon 
the land, ho was entitled to a vole {Morish v. Harris (18GG), L. R. 1 C. P. 155. 
Brle, C. J., in that case said at p. 160 : “It was suggested on the argument that 
the revising barrister decided against the qualification because the guano was to 
be applied to the claimant’s own farm, and the building was used solely for an 
Bgiicultural purpose, and that in thus deciding he intended to follow an opinion 
of this court supposed to have been expressed in Powell v. Boraston (18G5), 18 
0. B. (n. s.) 175. In that case we held that a few boards nailed to some posts 
for the sole purpose of pretending to the revising barrister that it was a shed did 
not qualify and wo dissented from the opinion expressed in the note to Watson v. 
Cotton (1847), 2 Lut. Bog. Cas. 63, 68, n., ‘that any building, however slight and 
unsubstantial, would be sufficient to qualify provided it had a roof and was 
capable of holding any articles.*” The court thought this case distinguishable. 
Keating, J., in Alorish v. Jlairisy sitpra^ also said: “The statute describing the 
qualification for a borough vote, according to our constmetion, requires amongst 
other things that there should bo a building having somo permanence, some 
utility, and somo real value, but does not define either the foim or materials 
essential for permanence or the kind of utility intended ; nor does it specify 
the proportion which the value of the building should boar to the value of the 
land when the amount of £10 is made up paitlyby building and partly by 
land. ... It apiiears that the buildings in question are of a permanent natuio, 
that they are useful for the occupation of the land upon which they aie placed 
and hond fide add to its real annual value to lot. though in a small degree. . . . 
We feel ourselves therefore constrained to hold that the qualification in each of 
these cases was sufficient. ... In pronouncing this decision, we do not intend 
to interfere with the discretion of revising banisters in deciding whether a 
building by means of which it is sought to qualify fulfils the requiremeiita 
which wo think tho statute imposes : viz., ponnanenco, utility and contribution 
to the beneficial occupation of the land, thereby increasing its real annual value 
to let ; nor do we mean to lay down as a rule that all buildings of the present 
value as returned by the revising barrister necessarily give a qualification unless 
that value bo hond fide combined with permanence and utility, and thereby add 
to tho real annual value of the whole to let.” Where the revising bairistcr 
found a certain erection to bo a building within s. 27, and gave a description of 
it which did not necessarily show that it could not be a building, the court did 
not interfere with his decision. It appears to have been a question of degree. 
“ Its being more or less substantial,** said Matjle, J., “ cannot affect the ques- 
tion.** Namely, it cannot affect the question on appeal {Watson, v. Cotton 
(1847), 6 0. B. 61, 55). A “building” must bo capable of use for somo 
purpose of residence or business {Duncan v. Jaclcson (190G), 8 I*. 323). 
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II. Ho has during the whole of those twelve months (j) 
resided in the borough or within seven miles thereof (k ) — a dis- 
tance which may be measured in a straight line on a horizontal 
plane, and which may be determined by the Ordnance Survey 
map(0. He will not be taken to have failed in either of these 
first two conditions by reason only that during a part of tlie 
qualifying period, not exceeding four months in the whole, he has 
by letting or otherwise permitted such house to bo occupied as a 
furnished dwelling-house by some other person, and during such 
occupation by another person has not resided in or within seven 
miles of the borough (m). 

III. He has been rated in respect of the qualifying pro- 
perty to all poor rates made during those twelve months for the 
parish wherein the property is situate (n). If the owner is rated 
this will be a sufficient performance of this condition (o). 

IV. He has, on or before the 20th of the same July, paid 
all such rates, including borough rates (if any), as have become 
payable by him in respect of the qualifying property up to the then 
last preceding 5th of January (jj). If tlio owner has paid the rates 
this will be a sufficient performance of this condition {q), 

383. In relation to these last two requirements it is expressly 
provided by statute that if an occupier of any qualifying property, 
whether the landlord is or is not liable to be rated to the poor rate 
in respect thereof, claims to be rated to the poor rate in respect 
thereof, and pays or tenders to the overseers of the parish where 
the property is situate the full amount of the poor rate last made 
in respect of the property, the ovei seers must put the occupier’s 
iiaiiie on the rate-book in respect of that rate. If they fail to do so 
he will nevertheless for the purposes of admission to the burgess 
I oil be deemed ” rated to that rato (?'). 

384. When a person succeeds to qualifying property by descent, 
marriage, marriage settlement, devise, or promotion to a benefice or 
office, then, for the 2)iirposo of qualification, the occupancy of the 


{j) TLnq)uiavv abHcnco with a hovdfilv intention and right to return docs not 
prevent a qualiiication being obtained [Slan/oi’d r. (1899), 80 L. T. 

490; comparo Lund v. St, George's, Jlanoutr Square, Overseers (1870), L. li. 6 
0. P. 312). 

(/<•) Municipal Coiporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), s. 9 ( 2 ) (c). 
il) Ibid., 8 . 231. 

\m) Municipal Voters Relief Act, 1885 (48 A 49 Viet. c. 9), s. 2 . 

(71) Municipal Coiporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 50), s. 9 (2) (d). 

(o) See Poor Rato Asm ssincnt and Collection Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Vict. c. 41), 
6 . 19, and Parliamcntai y and Municipal Regisliation Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. 
c. 2 f;), s. 14. 

{j>) Municipal Coipoiations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 50), s. 9 ( 2 ) (e). 

( 7 ) Marsh v. Esicourt (1889), 24 Q,. 13. I). 147 ; see next note. 

(r) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 60), s. 32. But pay- 
ment of the rates by the occupior is not necessary. The section, however, still 
has a sj^hero of operation. If the iianio of tho tenant does not appear in tlie 
rate book as occupier, the result to tho tenant may in some cases he disfran- 
chisement. This section comes to his roscuo and enables him, if his landlord is 
not rated or has not paid the rates himsolf, to pay or tender the amount due to 
tho overseers and so to eiitiLlo himsolf to have liis name entciod on the rato>book 
as occupier {Marsh v. Estcuurt (1889), 24 Q. B. B. 147). 
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property by a predecessor in title, and the rating of the predecessor 
in respect thereof, is equivalent to the occupancy and rating of the 
successor ; and rating in the name of the predecessor will, until a 
new rate is made after the date of the succession, be equivalent to 
rating in the name of the successor, and the successor is not to be 
required to prove his own residence, occupancy, or rating before 
the succession (s). 

The qualifying property need not be throughout the twelve 
months constituting the period of qualification the same property 
or in the same parish {t). 

385. Where by law a borough rate is payable by instalments 
payment by any person of any such instalment will, as regards his 
qualification to be enrolled as a burgess, be deemed a payment of 
the borough rate in respect of the period to which the instalment 
applies (a). 

386. A person is not entitled to be enrolled as a citizen or burgess 
of the city of Oxford or burgess of the borough of Cambridge by 
reason of his occupation of any rooms, chambers, or premises in 
any college or hall of either of those universities (h), 

(b) The Ten Founds Occupation Franchise, 

387. Every person of full age who is not subject to any legal 
incapacity in the sense above explained (c) is qualified to be 
enrolled as a burgess under the heading of the ilO occupation 
franchise, if — 

I. During the whole twelve months immediately preceding the 
15th day of July he has been an occupier as owner or actual (d) 
tenant of some land or tenement in a parish or township to the 
clear yearly value of not less than i;iO. 

II. lie has resided in or within seven miles of the parish during 
six months immediately preceding the 15th day of July. 

III. He or someone else during the said twelve months has 
been rated to all poor rates made in respect of such land or 
tenement. 

IV. All sums due in respect of the said land or tenement on 
account of any poor rate made and allowed during the twelve 
months immediately preceding the 5th day of January next before 
the registration, or on account of any assessed taxes duo before the 


(«) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 4G Viet. c. 50), s. 33 (1). But tho 
appointment of a IVesleyan minister to a new circuit docs not necessarily give 
Imn a franchise in respect of his manse— the exact tennsof the trust deed must 
be looked at for the purpose of seeing -v^hether such a minister falls within the 
words of the section nriff/ams v. Blahetvay (1902), 51 W. R. 127, whoie Foster 
V. Mulhall (1859), 10 1. 0. L. R. 632, Ex. Ch., was discussed and explained). 

i t) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 40 Viet. c. 50), s. 33 (2). 

a) Ibid., s. 33 (3). 

b) Ibid., 6 . 257 (3). 

c) See p. 183, aide. 

a) There is no “ deeming” of servants etc. to bo owncis or tenants when 
they are not so far as tho municipal fianchiso is concerned. See pp. 189 
€t seq., post. 
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said 6th day of January, have been paid on or before the 20th day 
of July(e). 

The special provision as to Oxford and Cambridge set out in 
relation to the old burgess household franchise applies equally to 
the ;£10 occupation franchise (./). 

If two or more persons jointly are such occupiers as above men- 
tioned, and the value of the property is such as to give £10 or more 
for each occupier, each of such occupiers is entitled to be registered 0/). 

If a person has occupied in the borough different properties of 
sujBficient value in immediate succession during the twelve months, 
he is entitled to be registered in respect of such occupation in the 
parish in which the property last occupied is situated (h), 

(o) Franchises which do not obtain in Municijnxl Boroughs, 

388. The ** service franchise *’ (i) forms no part of the muni- 
cipal franchise (A:), as the statute by which the persons enjoying 
the service franchise are deemed ’* to be occupiers as tenants 
when they are not actually such is confined to the case of the 
parliamentary franchise (Z). The revising barrister, in whose juris- 
diction the matter rests, will therefore have to consider in each case 
on the facts whether the person on whose behalf the franchise is 
claimed is actually an owner or tenant, and for this purpose he 
must consider the real substance of any agreement which there 
may be between the parties (;?/). 

The lodger franchise forms no part of the municipal franchise (w), 
nor do the rights reserved to freemen extend to the municipal 
franchise (o). The result is that to be enrolled as a burgess a 
person must be an occupier as this word has been explained 
above, and that nothing except such occupation will suffice (p). 

389. The law as above set out applies, outside the metropolis, 
to every city, town, district, or place the inhabitants whereof are 


(e) County Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 10), s. 3, and schedule. This 
Act in spite of its title affects the fianchiso in municipal boroughs. 

(/) Municijial Corpoiations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 257 (3). 

(^) County Electois Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 10), s. 3, and schedule. 

Ui) Ihid, 

h) See pp. 174 — 174, aide. 

(k) AfClean v. Pnchaid (1887), 20 Q. B. D. 285. 

(/) Sect. 3 of the Ileprosontatioii of the People Act, 1884 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 3), is 
the section which confers the “ service franchise,” and since it does not qualify 
the persons to whom it relates for the municipal franchise, these persons must 
bo placed in division II., which is the division of occupiers appropriate to those 
who are entitled to parliamentary but not to municipal votes. ISeo p. 203, 
pout. 

im) Kent v. Fras&r (1897), 13 T. L. R. 417. 

(») See pp. 1G8, 174, ante. 

(o) See the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), bs. 9, 
209 (1). Neither of these sections gives him a municipal vote, nor does 
B. 205 nor section 2 of the Municipal Corporations Act, 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, 
c. 76), therein referred to. 

(p) This follows fiom the above and from the Municipal Corporations Act, 
1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 9, and the County Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 52 
Vict c. 10), s. 3. See p. 161, ante. 
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duly incorporated under t’.jo Municipal Corporations Act, but to no 
other place (q), 

(d) In the Metropolis, 

390. In the London metropolitan boroughs the franchise is the 
same as in the case of the franchise for the election of councillors 
of parish and district councils (?*). 

In the case of the corporation of the City of London (s) the electors 
of the persons who are elected in Common Hall (t) are the freemen 
of the City and the liverymen of the livery companies (ii). 

The electors of the persons who are elected in wardmotes (y) 
are the freemen occupiers (a), and the persons enjoying the J£10 
occupation franchise (6) and the household franchise (c). In the 
case of these last-named electors residence is not required in the 
electors of the wardmotes (d), 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Election of the Councillors of a County Council, 

891. The persons entitled to vote at an election of the council- 
lors of a county council are, generally speaking, the persons who 
are placed for that purpose by the revising barrister within whose 
jurisdiction the matter rests (c) upon the local government register 
of electors (/). 

In a municiiml borough the burgesses enrolled according to 
the provisions above set forth relating to their franchise are the 
persons entitled to vote at an election of county councillors {(j), and 
inasmuch as no person is entitled to be enrolled as a burgess who 
has not the qualifications of a burgess (/<), this curious result 


(7) Municipal Coiporutions Act, 1882 & 40 Vict. c. 50), s. G. I3y tlua 

Bcction “This Act shall extend to o\eiy city and town to which tho Muuiciiial 
Coiporations Act, 1835 (5 &6 Will. 4. c. 70), applies at tho commencoment of 
tho Act, and to an.y city, town, distiict or place whereof tho inhabitants aie 
jncorpoiatcd aftci tho coin ni on com cut of this Act, and whereto tho provisions 
of tho Municipal Corporations Acts aro under this Act extended by chaitcr, and 
to no other place.” The oflect of thiu is as stated in tho text. 

(r) London Government Act, 1899 (02 & 01 Vict. c. 11\ ss. 2 (5), 34 ; Local 
Government Act, 1894 (50 & 57 Vict. c. 73), b. 31 ; soe p 191, jmst. 

(a) The City of London does not come under the Municipal Corporations Act, 
1SS2 (45 & 40 Vict. c. 50) ; see s. 0. 

(0 Including the election of tho two aldennen who must he “of tho most 
sullicient and wisest citizens,” from whom tho Lord Mayor is chosen (see Pulling, 
Laws, Customs, Usages, and Rogulations of the City of Loudon, ed. 1812, 
p. 15), and including sheriffs, bridge-masters, auditors of the City and bridgo- 
Iiouse accounts, chamberlain’s, and the four “ alo-connors ” {ibid., p. 83). 

(a) Soe p. 181, ante. 

(v) Including aldermen, common councillors and ward officers. Soo tho City 
of London Municipal Elections Act, 1849 (12 & 13 Vict. c. xciv.), and tho City 
of London Municipal Elections Amendment Act, 1807 (30 Vict c. i.). 

(a) City of London Elections Act, 1849 (12 & 13 Vict. c. xciv.), s. 2. 

(5) City of London Municipal Elections Amendment Act, 1807 (30 Vict. c. i.k 

e. 2. 

(c) /hid, s. 3. 

(d) I hid,, 8 . 4. 

W See pp. 217 — 241, owf. 

(/) Soepp. 244 — 2AS, post, 

(ff) Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vict. c. 41), s. 3 (4). 

(A) Municipal Corporations Act, 1S82 (46 & 40 Vict. c. 60), s. 9 . 
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follows— that there are instances of persons who if they did not 
reside in a municipal borough would be entitled to vote on an 
election of county councillors, but who are not so entitled if they 
do reside during any part of the qualifying period within such 
borough (i). 

The personal qualifications are the same as in the case of the 
franchise for the election of councillors of a municipal borough (A), 
and outside the metropolis the property qualifications are, except as 
appears above, the same as in the case of the franchise for the 
election of councillors of a municipal borough (Z). 

392 . In the administrative county of London the franchise is 
the same as in the case of the franchise for the election of 
councillors of parish and district councils. The London County 
Council is thus elected upon a wider franchise than other county 
councils {m), 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Election of the Councillors of Parish and District Councils. 

393 . The electors of parish and district councillors are the same 
and are shortly described as ‘'parochial electors ” (^0* The law as 
to personal qualifications is the same as in the case of the franchise 
for the election of the councillors of a municipal borough, except 
that coverture is not a disqualification for the parochial franchise (o). 

394 . The local government register of electors and the 
parliamentary regisler of electors, so far as they relate to a 
parish, together form the register of the parochial electors of the 
parish (p). Any person whoso name is not in that register is not 
entitled to attend a meeting or vote as a parochial elector {q). Any 
])erson whose name is in that register is entitled to attend a meeting 

(/) E.g., a person -who comes to or from the borough within the qualify- 
ing period from or to a place within the county more than seven miles from 
the borough has no county council vote l^xbid.)^ whereas a person who is not 
a burgess during any part of the qualifying period may have come to or 
from any place within the county within the qualifying period from or to any 
other place in the county (Uopresentution of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 
Yict. c. 102), s 26; County Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 10) ). Division HI. 
is accordingly not printed sometimes in the case of a municipal borough — 
the burgess list taking its place —but there may possibly be a question as to 
whether strictly it should not bo printed for the purpose of including asterisks 
which appear to be retained for the purpose of the election of boards of guardians, 
who are elected by the parochial vote (Local Government Act, 189'1 (56 & 57 
Viet. c. 73), s. 20(3)). 

(/t) See pp. 182—184, ante. 

{1) Local Government Act, 1888 (61 & 62 Viet. o. 41), s. 2 (4). 

(m) Ihid.y and London County Council Electors Qualihcation Act, 1900 
(63 & 64 Viet. c. 29), s. 2. 

(n) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Yict. c. 73\ ss. 2, 3, 23. 

(o) Ibid., 8 . 43. The section is as follows: “For tne purposes of this Act 
a woman shall not be disqualified by marriage for being on any local govern- 
ment register of electors, or for being an elector of any local authority, 
provided that a husband and wife shall not both be qualified in respect of the 
same property.” No woman, however, whether married or single, can be 
qualified by reason of ownership of property even for a parochial franchise. 
This was held by the Court of Appeal in Drax v. Ffoohs, [1896] 1 Q. B. 238, C. A* 
See p. 192, nost, 

( p) Local GoYernment Act, 1894 (66 ^ 57 Yict, o. 7J), s. 44 (1), 

Ifl) Ibid, 


Sect. 2. 

In 

Municipal 

Elections. 


Personal 

qualifications. 

Property 

qualifications. 


Ix)ndon 

County 

Council. 


Who entitled 
to vote. 
Personal 
qualifications. 


Property 

qualificationSt 




192 


Elections. 


Sect. 2. 
In 

Mnnicipa] 

Elections. 


Division of 

district 

councils. 


Who entitled 
to vote. 


Special 
method of 
election. 


and vote as a parochial elector, unless prohibited by Act of 
Parliament (r). 

The effect of this is that any qualification which gives a 
parliamentary franchise gives also a parochial franchise, and any 
qualification which gives a franchise for the election of borough 
councillors or of county councillors equally gives a parochial 
franchise (s). But a person who is disqualified for the parliamen- 
tary ownership franchise cannot claim any franchise in respect of 
ownership— there being no other ownership franchise than the 
parliamentary. Thus, a married woman is precluded by reason of 
not being qualified to be on the parliamentary register from getting 
on to the parochial electors’ list by that avenue {t). 

395. District councils are divided into “urban” and “rural” 
district councils (w); but the expression “ parochial elector,” when 
used with reference to a parish in an urban district or in the 
county of London or any county borough, means any person who 
would be a parochial elector of the parish if it were a rural 
parish (v). 

Sub- Sect. 4. — Election of the Mtmhere of a Board of Qaardians, 

396. The members of boards of guardians are elected by 
“parochial electors” as this expression is above explained; and 
there are no further or special conditions required for the purpose 
of this franchise in regard to property qualifications. In regard, 
however, to personal qualifications there is one, but only one, 
difference between the conditions required for the franchise for the 
election of poor law guardians and those required for the other local 
government franchises. The difference is that the exception estab- 
lished by statute for medical relief does not apply to the present 
franchise (w). 

The parochial electors of each parish are the electors of the 
guardians for that parish, and if the parish is divided into wards 
the electors of the guardians for each ward are such of the 
parochial electors as are registered in respect of qualifications 
within the ward (a;), 

Sub-Seot. 5. — Elections in the Universities. 

397. The universities, like other private societies, have their 
own method of arranging for the election of officers, other than 

fr) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. o. 73), s. 44 (1). 

(«) Ihid. 

(i) Drax v. Ffoohs, [1896] 1 Q. B. 238, 243, 0. A. The words “ by that avenue ” 
are taken from the judgment of Bigby, L.J., and are illuminating as showing 
the principle upon which the section will be interpreted. 

(w) See generally title Local GovERNarENT. 

{v) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), s. 75 (2). 

lyv) Medical Belief (Disqualification Bemoval) Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 46), 
B. 2. Aliier as to vaccination ; see the Vaccination Act of 1867 (30 & 31 Viet, 
c. 84), B. 26. No registration machinery appears to have been provided for 
carrj^g out this distinction. The vote of a person coming within s. 2 of the 
Act of 1886 given in an election of boards of guardians could, however, be 
struck off upon petition. 

(x) Local Government Act, 1894 (66 & 57 Viet. c. 73), a. 20 (3). 
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roembers to represent them in Parliament, and this includes the 
franchise of those who are to make the election (jj). 


Part III. — Registration, and Revision of 
Lists of Voters. 

Bect. 1. — Preparation of the Lists (a). 

Sub-Sect. 1. — In Oeneral, 

398. Although a person may possess the necessary personal and 
property qualifications he will not be entitled to record his vote at 
an election unless his name appears in one or other of the lists 
of electors which are prepared, revised, and published each year as a 


(jj) Thus, in the case of Oxford University, the chancellor, high steward, 
vice-chancellor, proctors, masters of the schools, masters of the streets, cleiks 
of the market, keeper of the archives etc., together with the registrar and 
other ministers and servants of the University, are elected by the members 
cf convocation (Laud’s, Stat. tit. xvii.). Convocation consists of tho chancellor 
or vice-chancellor and both tho proctors or their deputies, all the doctors in 
divinity, medicine, and civil law who are necessary regents, and tho masters during 
their first year of regency, all the heads of colleges and halls and thoir deputies, 
all the members of the foundation of any college, who have over been regents 
in civil laws or arts, all the doctors in divinity, medicine or civil law who are 
housekeepers within tho precincts of the University, all the professors and 
public loctureis who have ever boon regents in civil law or arts, provided only 
they have peisonally or by some other made good in thoir turns the exercises 
prescribed by the statutes, and have paid the foes due to the Universit^y and its 
ollicors, and lastly, all commoners who have over boon regents in civil law or 
arts, provided they have had their names upon the buttery book of some college 
or hall from tho time of taking the degree, either of master of arts, or doctor 
in some one of the faculties above mentioned and have taken their turns m 
preaching and disputing and paid the foes due to tho University and its officers 
(ibid., tit. xi.). The elected members of the Hebdomadal Council of th® 
University of Oxford are to be elected by the Congregation of the University. 
See Oxford IJnivorsity Act, 18dl (17 & IS Viet- c. SI), s. G. The Oongregatiou 
is tho body defined by s. IG of tho same Act. 

The other univorsitios have similarly each their own rules as to franchisa. 
See, e </., Cambridge University Act, 185G (IG & 20 Vict. c. 88). 

(a) The llogistration Act, 188d (48 & 49 VicL c. 15), s. 1 (1), enacts that subject 
to ceitain modifications tho rogistiation of occupation voters in paiiiamoutary 
counties shall be conducted in like manner as tho registration of occupation 
voters in parliamentary boroughs. Tho same Act, by s. 1 (3), provides that s. 9 
of the Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 2G) 
(which relates to the publication of notices at post offices etc.), shall aj^ply only 
to parishes wholly or partly in an urban sanitary district ; and that s. IG of that 
Act (except so far as relates to the registration of lodgers) and s. 21 (arrange- 
ment of lists according to streets) shall not apply to counties. By s. 1 (2) of the 
Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), sections 9, 27 (objections), 
28 (duties and powers of revising barristers), and 29 (power to lino over- 
seers) are applied to the registration of ownership voters in counties. The 
l*arliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 6c 42 Vict. c. 2G), 
B. 15, and the Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), s. 6 (2), provide for 
the joint revision of parliamentary and burgess lists in boroughs, while the 
County Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vict. c. 10), s. 4, provides that tho lists of 
burgesses, county electors, and occupation voters for parliamentary olectiona 
shall, so far as practicable, be made out and revised together. 
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register or burgess list for the following year([>). The duty of 
preparing these lists is imposed upon the overseers of the poor(c). 
This term extends in matters connected with registration to all 
persons who by virtue of any office or appointment execute the 
duties of overseers by whatever name they may be called or 
however they may be appointed (d). 

In certain cases a registration officer may be appointed to 
perform all the duties of overseers of the parish or parishes for 
which he acts in respect of the registration of voters (e). 

The law relating to this matter is substantially the same in the 
case of counties ( / ) and boroughs, but there are some respects in 
which it differs. 


(J) A person entitled to the occupation franchise ought, if the overseers can 
ascertain the facts, to be placed upou the register without any effoi*t on his own 
part. A person entitled to the ownership franchise must claim in the first 
mstance, but once on the register remains there, unless objected to by over- 
seers or otherwise. A person entitled to the lodger franchise has no right 
to be registered unless he has duly claimed; see p. 207, jyost. 

(c) The duties may be lawfully carried out by the majority of the overseers 
(Eeprosontation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), s. 79 ; Parliamentary 
Voters Eegistration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 101 ; Municipal Corporations 
Act, 1882 (45 & 40 Viet c. 60), s. 238). As to overseers’ liability to fines, see 

р. 532, post 

((i) Parliamentary Voters Eegistration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 101. It 
seems that a collector of poor rates accustomed to perform the ordinary duties 
of overseers, including those of registration, is an overseer within this section 
{Orem v. Mepham (1878), 2 Uop. & Colt. 458). In roints v. AUwood (1848), 0 
C. B. 38, an assistant overseer appointed in general terms under the Poor 
Eoliof Act, 1819 (59 Geo. 3, c. 12), s. 7, was held an overseer within the section ; 
compare Caunter v. Addama (18G3), 15 C, B. (n. 8.) 612. See also Municipal 
Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 7 (1) ; Parliamentary and Muni- 
cipal Eegistration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 26), s. 4 ; Eegistration Act, 1885 
(48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), s. 19. It is assumed that the definition applies throughout 
the Eegistration Acts. As to oversoois, see titlo Pooii Law. 

(e) The guardians of a union not wholly comprised in an uiban district may, 
with the consent of the overseers of any parish or parishes within their union 
for which an assistant overseer has not been appointed, annually appoint a fit 
pel son to act as registration officer for such parish or parishes. He is removable 
and his lomuneration is to bo fixed aud paid by the guardians and charged on 
the poor rates of tlie paiish, and if ho acts for more than one pai’ish, in pro- 
poition to the number of persons on the register (County Electors Act, 1888 
(51 & 52 Vict. c. 10), 8. 4 (2) (>i) \ By s. 22 of the Parliamentary Voters 
Eegistration Act, 1843 (G & 7 Vict. c. 18), every precinct or place, whether 
extia-parochial or otherwise, which has no overseers shall for the purpose of 
making any claims and making out any bst dii'ected by tho Act bo deemed to 
be within tho parish or township adjoining thereto and sharing in the right of 
election to which such claim or list may relate ; and if such parish or placo 
adjoins two or more parishes or townships situated as aforesaid it shall bo 
deemed to be within the least populous according to tho last census. 

(/) ** County,” for parliamentary purposes, means any county, riding, parts, or 
division of a county returning a member or members to serve in Parliament 
(Eepresentation of tho People Act, 18G7 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 102), s. G1 ; Eepresoiita- 
tion of the People Act, 1884 (48 & 49 Vict. o. 8), s. 11 ; Eegistration Act, 1885 
(48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), s. 19k By the Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Vict. 

с. 4 1 ), 8. 100, ‘ ‘ county ” cloes not include a county of a city or a county of a town. 
“Entire county” means, in tho case of a county divided into administrative 
counties, the whole of the county formed by those admin istiative counties. 
“ Administrative county ” means the area for which a county council is elected, 
but does not (except whore expressly mentioned) include a county borough. See 
also title Local Government. 
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Sub-Sect. 2,--The PtecepU 

399. The duties of the overseers in regard to registration are 
regulated by instructions known as precepts, which are annually 
sent to them under statutory authority ( 7 ), together with the 
necessary notices and forms. These precepts, notices, and forms, 
may be altered from time to time by Order in Council, and have 
the effect of law(//). 

400. The officers intrusted with the duty of sending the precepts 
to the overseers are, with certain exceptions (?), the clerk of the 
county council in the case of counties, and the town clerk in the case 
of boroughs (/i). Should there be no town clerk the duties fall 
on the returning officer of the city or borough or on such person 
as ho may appoint for the purpose (Z). In the City of London the 
Secondaries perform the duties {m). 

401. The clerk of the county council in every county and tho town 
clerk in every borough must cause a sufficient number of precepts, 
notices, and lists to be printed, and must send them on or within 
seven days before the 16th April (n) to the overseers of every parish 
respectively in the county or the borough ( 0 ). In the case of counties, 
copies of such part of the register then in force as relates to each 
parish must accompany the piecopt(p). 


(</) Registration Act, I 880 (48 & 49 Viet. c. l.>), s. 7. 

(/ij Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vict. c. 41), s. 7G (7). The last 
Registration Order was dated lltli Februaiy, 1907, but the Registiation Older, 
1895, is that substantially in force. 

{%) The town clerk of tho boiough of Newport is deemed clerk of the pcaco 
for the pailiamontnry county of the Isle of AV’^ight (Roprescutation of tho 
People Act, 1882 (2 & 3 AVill. 4, c. 45), s. 79; Registiation Act, 1843 (6 & 7 
Vict. c. 18), 8 . 101 ; Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), b. 7 (2)). 
AVhoio on 1 Gill May, 18S8, any cloik of the peace acted in that capacity under 
the Registration Acts he is to coutiiiuo so to act as deputy of tho clerk of the 
county council (County Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vict. c. 10 ), s. 14 (b) ). 

{k) Originally the clcik of tho peace fulfilled tho duties. Tho clerk of tho 
county council is now substituted (County Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Vict. 
c. 10), 8 . 14). In legistiation inattors hois to act under the direction of tho 
county council (Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Vict. c. 41), s. 83 ((>) ). 
AVhcio a county is divided into quarter sessional areas, tho cleik of the peace of 
each area is deemed to be cleik of tho peace of the county for the parishes 
within his area until the lists have been revised (Registration Act, 1885 
(48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), s. 7 (3) ; County Eloctois Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vict. c. 10 ), 
s. 14(a) ).^ 

(/) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (G & 7 Vict. c. 18), s. 101, 
Where a municipal borough forms part of a pai lia men tary borough, tho town 
clcik of the municipal borough is deouied to bo tho town cleik within the Regis- 
tration Acts (Parliamentary Electors Registration Act, 18G8 (31 & 32 Vict. 
c. 58), B. 18). 

(m) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. c, 18), s. 50. 
As to tho office of Secondary, see title Mei'uopolis. In practice, only one 
Secondary is now appointed, although tho statutes provide for two. 

(??) Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), s. 7. 

( 0 ) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. 0 . 18), ss. 3, 10 . 
The words of s. 10 relating to ooroughs are “ every parish or township situate 
wholly or in part within such city or borough." Besides precepts, notices etc., 
the town clerk must send a table of payments ns in Schod. D ( 1 ) of the Parlia- 
mentary Voters Registration Act, 1813 (G & 7 Vict. c. 18). 

(p) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (C & 7 Vict. c. 18), 8 . 3 
County Voters Registration Act, ISGo (28 & 29 Vict. c. 30), s. 3. 
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402. In addition, the cleik of the counfcy council or the town 
c]eik((7), as the case may be, must annually make out a list con- 
taining the names and descriptions of all persons who, though 
otherwise qualified to vote at elections, are incapable of voting 
on account of having been found guilty of a corrupt or illegal 
practice on conviction or by the report of any election court or 
election commissioners (?•)• The list must state the offence of 
which each person has been found guilty (s). The list must be sent 
to the overseers, who must publish it with the list of voters (f). 

Sxjb-Sect, 3. — Preliminary Inquiries and Notices hy Overseers, 

403. The overseers must annually, in the months of April or 
May, inquire or ascertain with respect to every dwelling-house 
within the parish whether anyone other than the person rated or 
liable to bo rated for it is entitled to be registered as a voter by 
virtue of being an inhabitant occupier (a) of any such dwelling- 
house. They must enter in a separate column of the rate-book 
the name of everyone so entitled, and the situation and description 
of the dwelling-house which qualifies him(h). 

For the purpose of such inquiry the overseers may serve on the 
occupier, or on the person rated or liable to be rated for the dwelling- 
house, or on some agent of such person concerned in its management, 


{q) “ fiogistration officer/’ the term used in s. 39 (1) of the Corrupt and 
Illegal Piactices Prevention Act, 1883 (40 & 47 Viet. c. 61), b. Cl, is thus 
defined. 

(r) Under the Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (40 & 47 
Viet. 0 . 61), and the Municipal Elections (Coirupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 
1884 (47 & 48 Vict. c. 70), or under any other Act for the tune being in force 
relating to a parliamentary election or an election to any public office, see 
pp, 518, bid, post. This would not appear to include disfranchisement by the 
judgment of the couit under s. 2 of the Public Bodies Corrupt Practices Act, 
1889 (62 & 53 Vict. c. 09), 

(«) CoiTupt and Illegal Practices Pievcntion Act, 1883 (40 & 47 Vict. c. 51), 
8. 39(1); Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 
48 Vict. c. 70), 8. 24; County Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vict. c. 10), s. 4. The 
officer must examine tho repoit of any election court or commissioners who 
have inquired into an election hold m his county or boiough. 

(i) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (40 & 47 Vict. c. 61), 
B. 39 (1); Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 
48 Vict. c. 70), B. 24 ; County Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Vict. c. 10), s. 4. The 
overseers must also in the case of cveiy person in the corrupt practices list 
omit his name from the list of persons entitled to vote or, as circumstances 
require, add “objected” before his name, in the list of claimants or copy of 
the register published by them in hke manner as is requii-ed by law in any 
other CELses of disqualification (Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 
1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), s. 39 (3) ). 

(a) The notes at the foot of the prescribed forms point out that the head of 
tho family alono is considered to he the occupier (Uegislration Order, 1895, 
Scheds. II. and III., Form A, n. (d), Statutory Ilules and Orders Kevised, 
Vol. IX., Parliamentary Election, England). 

(5) Eepresentation of the People Act, 1884 (48 & 49 Vict. o. 3), s. 9(2). As to 
meanings of the term “ dwelling-house,” see p. 163, ante. These inquiries are only 
directed in terms to he made as to dwelling-houses, but as the occupation lists 
will have eventually to include all persons entitled in respect of a £50 rental, 
or a £10 occupation (see Precept, Counties, jiara. 37, Boroughs, para. 35, and 
Form D, No. 11, it will be necessary in practice to make inquiries as to these 
persons also at the same time. 
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a requisition in the prescribed form (c), requiring that the form in Sect. 1. 
the notice be accurately filled up, giving the names of the inhabitant Preparation 
occupiers, and returned to the overseers within twenty-one days of the Lists, 
after service (d). Special instructions are given in the form for 
returning the names of persons entitled to the service franchise (c). 

404. On or before the 20th June in every year, the overseers Notice as to 
must publish a notice in writing in the prescribed form(/), stating payment of 
that no person will be entitled to have his or her name inserted in 
any list of voters, parliamentary or municipal, for the county or 
borough for the current year, in respect of the occupation of pre- 
mises in the parish, unless ho or she pay, on or before the next 
20lh July, all rates and assessed taxes (<7) which have become 
payable in respect of the premises during the twelve months next 
before the then last 5th January {h). 

Where in fact any poor rate due on the 5th January from any Notice to 
occupier for premises capable of conferring the franchise remains occupien. 
unpaid on the following 1st June, the overseers, whose duty it is 
to collect the rate, must on or before the 20th of the same month, 
unless the rate has previously been paid or has been duly demanded 
by a demand note (0, give or cause to be given a notice (A) to the 
occupier. This provision applies although the owners of the 
premises have become liable fur the rates (Z). 

The overseers must, on or before the 22nd July, make out a List of 
list with the names and addresses of all those who have not paid, persons io 
before the 20lh of that month, all rates payable for premises \\ithin 


(c) Specified in Registration Order, 1895, ScLcd. II., Form A; ScRed. III., 
Fonii A, as amended by the Registration Older, 1907. 

{(i) Repicseiitation of the People Act, 1884 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 3), s. 9 (3). The 
notice may bo served in the following manner: It is deemed to be duly given 
if delivered to the occnjiier or left at his last or usual jilaco of abode or -with 
some person on the rateable premises. In the case of a body of poisons, 
corporate or un in corporate, it is to be served on the secretary or agent, and where 
the dwelling-house, by reason of belonging to the Crown or otherwisp, is not 
lated, it is to bo served on tho chief local officer h:i\ing the superintendence or 
contiol of the house (i/m/., s. 9 (4)). 

(^') See Registiatiou Order, 1895, Schods. IT. and III., instructions at foot of 
Foim A, and see n. (0). Special instructions are also given {ihid.) for tho 
case of a house let in separate tenements. 

(/) Registration Older, 1895, Sched. II., Form B; Sched. III., Form B. 

{g) J.e., Inhabited house duty, payable under House Tax Act, 1851 (14 & 15 
Vict. c. 36). 

(//) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1813 (6 & 7 Vict. c. 18), s. 11, 
applied to counties by Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Yict. c. 15), s. 1. 

(t) Served in the same manner as the notice mentioned in the text (Ropro- 
Bontation of tho People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 102), a. 28). 

(/c) Re^’stration Older, 1895, Sched. IL, Form C; Sched. HI., FormC. Tho 
notice is deemed to be duly given if delivered to the occujiier or left at his last 
or usual place of abode or with some person on the rateable premises (Repro- 
tentation of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 102), s. 28, extended to 
municipal voters in boroughs, parliamentary and municipal ; Parliamentary 
and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 26), s. 10, extended to 
counties ; Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), s. 1, extended to hurgesses 
and county electors; County Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vict. o. 10), s, 4). 

(1) Under the provisions of the Poor Rate Assessment and Collection Act, 
1869 (32 & 33 Vict. c. 41), s. 10. For the effect of non-payment of rates, see 
p. 156, ante. 
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the parish before the last 5tli January, The list is to be open to 
public inspection (m). 

405. The overseers are at liberty, upon making request of the 
assessor or collector of taxes concerned, to inspect any tax assess ■ 
ment or duplicate, and to extract any necessary particulars (n) ; 
and every assessor or collector of taxes must, within two days 
after the 20th July, make out and deliver to the overseers a list 
with the name and place of abode of every person who has not 
paid before the 20th July the assessed taxes due for any promises 
within the parish for the twelve months before the last 5th January. 
This list is open to public inspection (o). 

406. The registrar of births and deaths must, four times a year, 
ti-ansmit to the overseers of every parish, tlio whole or any part of 
which is included in his district, a return, certiried to be true, of 
the names, ages, and residences of all male persons of full age 
who have died within that parish or part of a parish, and also, when 
required by the o^erseers, of the names, ages, and residences of all 
women of full age who have so died. The names must bo given in 
full (where known) with the dates of the deaths, and also the names 
and residences of the persons by whom information of the deaths 
was given to the registrar. The overseers must omit from any lists 
made by them the names of persons who appear from these returns 
to be dcad(p). The returns are open to inspection by anyone who 
is on a list of voters, at reasonable times and without charge (q), 

407. The overseers must ascertain from the relieving officer 
acting for the parish on or before the last day of July the names of 
all persons who are disqualified for being inserted in the lists of 
electors for the parish by reason of having received parochial 


( 7 / 1 ) Poprc.sentation of tho People Act, 1807 ('30 & 31 Vict c. 102), 0 . 29, 
oxtomlcd to muihcipal voteis in parliiunontai y and nmniclpal boinuglia; 
Parliamentary and ]Munici[ al Pogistiation Act, 1878 (41 &42 Viut. c. 20), s. 10, 
extended to comities; Pegistratioii Act, 188 j(48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), a. 1 ; extended 
to burgesses and county electors, County Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vict. c. 10), 
8. 4(1). The public inspection is without fee betwoou 10 n m. and 4 pm. any 
day except Sunday, during the first fourteen days after 22nd J uly (Representation 
of the People Act, 18G7 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 102), s. 29). 

(a) Request is to be made between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. any day during July 
except Sunday (Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. c. IS), 
B. 12 ). 

(o) On the same conditions as the list of those who have not paid rates, see 
note (w^, supra; Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (G & 7 Vict. c. 18), 

B. 12 ; Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), s. 1. 

(p) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. 
c. 2G), 8. 11 ; Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), s. 1. The dates aie 
on or before 7th April, for tho threo months ending the preceding 31st Muich, 
on or before 22nd July for the pci iod between 1st Apiiland 15th July, on orbofoio 
8th September, or at such other time before tho completion of the revision of 
tho lists of tho area to which the return relates as the barrister appoints, for 
tho period beginning 16th July, and on or before 7th January for the period 
beginning 8th September or from the time for which the last preceding return 
was made and ending 31st December ; and see title Registiiation op Rmxns 
▲KD Deaths. 

( 7 ) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. 

C. 26), B. 11 ; Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Yiot. a 15), s. 1. 
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relief (r), and the relieving officer, upon application from the 
overseers, must produce, at the place and time required by them, 
the books in his possession containing the names of such 
persons (s). 

408 . In counties the overseers of every parish must on or before 
the 20th June publish a signed notice (t) requiring all persons 
qualified for a parliamentary vote by the ownership of any property 
wholly or partly within the parish, who are not upon the existing 
register, and also all persons so qualified, who, although on the 
register, do not retain the same qualification or have changed their 
place of abode as described in the register, and who desire to have 
their names inserted in the next register, to give or send to the 
overseers on or before the 20th July a signed notice in writing of 
their claim to vote (a). Simultaneously with the publication of 
this notice, the overseers must publish a copy of the existing register 
relating to their parish (b). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Method of PiibUcation of Notices^ Lida^ and Registers, 

409 . Every document, the publication of which is required, 
must be published by being fixed in some public and conspicuous 
situation on the outside of the outer door or outer wall near the 
door of, in the case of publication by overseers, every church 
and public chapel in their parish (including places of public wor- 
ship which do not belong to the Established Church), and in the 
case of publication by a town clerk, the town hall. In either case, 
if there be no such building, the document must be fixed in somo 
public and conspicuous situation within the parish or borough (c). 

The documents must also be fixed and kept in some public and 
conspicuous position in or near every post office or telegraph office, 
and in or near every public or municipal or parochial office within 
the parish to which it relates {(1), 


(r) Under the Representation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 4j), 
B. 30; seo p. 143, ante. 

(s) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 20), 
s. 12 ; Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), a. 1. By s. 10 of the 
last-mentioned Act, any person registered ns a pai linmciitary voter in the 
register of voters for a parish may, by notice in writing delivered or sent 
to the cleik of the guardians for the parish or for tho union containing the 
palish, require tho cloik to send him a list giving tho names and addresses 
os appearing in the books, cither of all men of full age or of all persons 
M ho have during the period specified in tho notice received out of tho rates 
administered by the guardians either parochial relief or outdoor parochial 
lelief, and who at the time of receiving such relief wore recorded as resident 
in the parish or union, and the clerk of the guardians, on payment of 
fees after the rate allowed by tho Parliamentary and Municipal Registration 
Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. o. 26), for returns by registrars of bii-ths and deaths, 
must send tho list with the particulars specified in the notice. 

it) Registration Order, 1895, Sched. I., Form No. 1. 

(a) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. c. 18), s. 4. 

(5) And must remove it after a period including at least two Sundays, and 
not later than 20th July (County Voters Registration Act, 18G5 (28 & 29 Vict. 
e. 36), 8. 3). 

(c) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict c. 18), 8. 23. 

\d) Parliamentaiy and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict o 26), 
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410. The document must continue fixed for a period including 
two consecutive Sundays at least next after the day on or before 
which it is required to be published ; and if it is destroyed, 
mutilated, effaced, or removed before the expiration of the period, it 
must be replaced (e). 

4U. No misnomer or inaccurate description of any person, place, 
or thing named or described in any list or register of voters, or in 
any notice required (/), is in any way to prevent the operation of the 
Kegistration Acts with respect to the person, place, or thing, provided 
they be so denominated as to be commonly understood (^). No 
list is invalidated by reason of not having been affixed in every 
place and for the full time required for publication {h), 

412. If no list has been made for any parish, or if, being made, 
it has not been affixed in any place as before mentioned, the register 
of voters for the parish then in force must bo taken to be the list 
for the parish for the year then ensuing (i). 


Sub-Sect. 5. — The Prepaialion of ike Lists for Iteiision, 

413. The revising barrister in whose jurisdiction the registia- 
lion of voters lies (/c) vill eventually require to have before him a 
scries of lists of the persons proposed for the different franchises, 
which lists will form the subject of his revision, and which, when 
revised, will be the register. The foundation of these lists is in each 
case different, as is the method of their preparation, but they must 
all be prepared in such a manner as to give each person in each 
parish all the franchises to which he or she may be entitled, whether 
for parliamentary (Z) or local government {ni) purposes (/O* 

The lists required are : — 

(1) The ownership list (o), the foundation of nnIiIcIi is the register 


0. 9 (boroughs), extended to occupation voters in counties by the Registration Act, 
188 j (48 & 49 Viet. c. 15), s. 1 (1) ; to owneiship voters by ibid,, s. 9 (2), with 
respect to publication in parishes situate wholly or in part in an urban sanitary 
district and not in a parliamentary borough ; and to burgesses and county 
electors by the County Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 10), s. 4. Rut 
the provision does not npply to any parish not wholly situate in an uibau 
district (County Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vict. c. 10), s. 4 (2) (d) ). 

(e) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 18-13 (0 & 7 Yict. c. 18), s. 24. 

If) By the Parliamentary Voters Registiation Act, 1843 (0 & 7 Vict. c. 18). 
Presumably the provision aiiplies to all notices etc. under the Registration 
Acts. 

(g) Ibid., B. 101. Bqq Hinton v. Hinton (1845), 7 Man. & O. 1G3; Elliot v. 
Et. Man/s Within, Carlisle, Overseers (1847), 4 C. B. 70; Jonts v. l/nious 
(1855), 17 0. B. 290; Allen v. Oeddes (1870), L. R. 5 C. P. 291. 

(A) Parliamcntaiy Voters Registration Act, 1843 (0 & 7 Vict. c. 18), s. 26. 
6ee Wells v. Sian forth (1885), 10 Q. B. B. 244, 

(i) Ibid., B. 27. 

\k) See pp. 217 seq., post. 

i l) See pp. 139 seq., ante, 
m) Seepp. 182 et seq,, ante, 
n) See Registration Order, 1895, passim, 
o) Applying to counties only (see p. 201, pc sl)» 
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extract (p), with marginal notes (q), which must be supplemented 
by the list of claims (r) and accompanied by the list of objections («). 

(2) The freemen list (i), also accompanied by lists of claims and 
objections, 

(3) The reserved rights list («), also accompanied by lists of claims 
and objections. 

(4) The occupiers list (b)y which is founded on the overseers* 
canvass, inquiries, the rate-book, preliminary lists etc. (c). This 
will also be accompanied by lists of claims and objections (d). 

(5) The old lodger list (e), which is founded on the claim of the 
claimants and nothing but the claim, but which will also be 
accompanied by lists of objections (/). 

(G) The new lodger list fo). This also is founded on claims, but 
will not be accompanied by lists of objections (k), though a notice of 
opposition (if any) to the claims must be handed to the re\ising 
barrister in court (0* 

The overseers must also prepare a non-resident list — that is, 
a list of persons \Nho are entitled in respect of the occupation 
of property to be elected aldermen or councillors of the county or 
borough, but are not entitled to be on the register of voters (/c). 

(i.) T/ie Ownership List, 

414 . The overseers must on or before the last day of July make 
out (Z) an alphabetical list of all persons who have claimed 
a parliamentary vote in respect of the ownership of property (/»)• 
The list must give the Christian name, surname, and place of abode 
of the claimant, the nature of his qualification, and the local or other 
description of the property and the name of the occui)ying tenant, 
as stated in the chum {n). 


^ p) Made by the cloik of tlio county council (see j). IDo, unit). 

[([) Made by the ovei seers (sco p. 202, post). 

(r) Claims made by claimants (.see p. 205, post) and made into a list by the 
ovci seers (see infra). Any person desiiin^ to ojipo&e those claims must hand a 
notice of opposition to the revising banister in court (see p. 229, post). 

(s) Objections made by objectors (see pp. 209, 210, ^ml) and made into a list 
by the overseers (see p. 21G, post). 

(0 Applying to boroughs only and mado by the town clerk (see p. 202, poit). 
As to notice of opposition to claims, see note (r), supra. 

(a) Applying to boioughs only and made by the o\ciscer8 (see p. 203, 

As to notice of opposition to claims, see note (r), supra. 

{1)) Applying to counties and boroughs and made by the ovorsocis (see p. 203, 
post). 

O) See p. 190, ante. 

(cl) See pp. 20G— 21G, post. As to notice of opjiosition to claims, see noto(r), 
sujna. 

(t) Applying to counties and boroughs, and made by the overseers (see p. 204, 
post). 

(/) Because the old lodgers claims form a list of voters (see p. 204, post). 

{(/) Applying to counties and boioughs and made by the overseers (see pp. 204, 
20S, 217,pwj0. 

i h) Because the new lodgers claims do not form a list of votoi s (see p. 201, jmt), 
0 See p. 229, post, 
h) See p. 205, post. 

1) Hogistration Order, 1895, Schod. I., Form No. 3. 

m) As to claims, see p. 205, post. 

n) Parliamentary Voters Bcgistration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 1 8), s. 5. The fona 
Of claim gives alternative methods of identifying the property (see p. 205, post). 
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If the overseers have reasonable cause to believe that any person 
whose name appears in the list of claimants or in the copy of the 
register relating to their parish and received by them from llio 
clerk of the county council (o) is not entitled to have his name 
upon the next register, they must add the word ** objected ” before 
his name on the margin of the list of claimants or of the register. 
In the same way, where they have reasonable cause to believe a 
person to be dead, they must add the word “ dead.** They must 
have a suiBScient number of copies of the list and register vitli 
the marginal additions written or printed, and must sign and 
publish them on or before the 1st August. Copies must be kept for 
inspection and Bale(p). 

(ii.) The List of Freemen* 

415. In cities and boroughs the town clerk must on or before 
the last day of July make out (q) an alphabetical list of all the 
freemen of the city or borough entitled to a parliamentary vote, 
with their places of abode. The list must be signed, published, 
and dealt with in the same manner (?) as the ownership list(s). 

416. The Secondaries of the City of London must, on or before 
the 20th July, issue precepts to the clerks of the several livery 
companies requiring them to make out at the expense of the com- 
panies an alphabetical list (a) of freemen. The cleik must sign tho 
list and transmit it with two printed copies to tho Secondaries on 
or before the last day of July. The Secondaries must fix one copy 
in the Guildhall and tho other in the Koyal Exchange for fourteen 
(lays. The clerks of the companies must have copies printed for 
inspection and sale (6), 


fo) Seo p. 195, ante, 

(p) rarliamoiitary Voters Registration Act, IS'l.l (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 6. 
Tho rates for sale prescribed by the above Act, ScheJ. D, Table 1, are : — 

8. d. 

Not exceeding 100 names 0 0 

Exceeding 100 and not exceeding 200 . . . . . . 1 0 

„ 200 „ „ 300 1 0 

„ 300 „ „ 400 2 0 

„ 400 2 0 

As to method of publication by overseers, see p. 199, ante. 

(7) Form 6 of Sched. B of the Parliamentaiy Voters Registration Act, 1813 
(C & 7 Viet. c. 18), 

(r) Except that it is to be fixed on the door or wall of the town hall, and not 
of churches or chapels. See p. 199, ante. 

(fi) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. IS), s. 14. It is 
to he noted that the list of freemen is not a “poition of the pailiamentary 
register of electors relating to the parish** within s. 2 (1) of tho Local Govern- 
ment Act, 1894 (66 & 67 Viet. c. 73) ; a person is not entitled by virtue of 
being on the list to be in the parochial electors list (Hart v. Bcard^ [1896] 
1 Q. B. 6*1). In that cose it was stated as a fact that it was not the practico 
to place the freemen*s names under their different parishes ; but no decision 
was given as to the correctness of the practice ; see Lord Russell oe 
Killowbn, O.J.*s, judgment. 

(а) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), Foma 
No. 1, Sched. G. 

(б) Ihid*, s. 20. 
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(iii.) The Reserved Rights List. 

417 . In cilios and boroughs the overseers must prepare, on or 
before the last day of July, an alphabetical list (c) of persons 
qualified to vote by virtue of any reserved right (d). The list must 
bo signed, published, and dealt with in the same manner as those 
previously mentioned (c), 

(iv.) T/ie Occupiert List, 

418 . In both counties and boroughs the lists of parliamentary 
electors and county electors or burgesses must, so far as practicable, 
be made out together. The overseers of every parish in the county 
or borough must on or before the last day of July make out a list (/) 
of all persons qualified as parliamentary voters, county electors, 
or burgesses in respect of the occupation of property situate in the 
parish. The list must bo made out in three divisions. 

Division 1. must comprise the names of peisons qualified to bo 
registered both as parliamentary electors and as burgesses or county 
electors. 

Division II. must comprise the names of persons qualified to ba 
registered as parliamentary electors but not as burgesses or county 
electors. 

Division III. must comprise the names of persons qualified to 
bo enrolled as burgesses or county electors but not to bo registered 
as parliamentary electors (y), 

419 . Each list must state the surname and other name of every 
peison, his place of abode, the nature of his qualification, and the 
situation and description of the qualifying property (h). 

The overseers must sign each list (i) and have a su flic lent number 
of copies of it written or printed. They must publish copies of the 
lists on or before the Ist August. Coincs must be kept for inspection 
and sale (k). 

Divisions I. and II. are deemed lists of voters for the parlia- 
mentary county or parliamentary borough, and divisions I. and III. 
burgess lists for the municipal borough or lists of county electors 
for the administrative county (/). 


(r) Kogistration Oidor, ISOo, Schod. III., Form D, No. 2. 

hi) Seo pp. 177, 181, ante. 

(c) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (G & 7 Viet. c. IS), s. 13. 

(/) Registration Order, 189o, Scliods. II., III., Form D, No. 1. 

{(/) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet, 
c. 2G), s. 15 ; Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict.c. 15), s. 1; County Electors 
Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vict, c. 10), s. 4. 

(h) Ihid, 

(i) Seo Morgan v. Parry (1S5G), 17 C. B. 334, where it wns held that non- 
eignature by overseers did not invalidate the lists. See also Wtlh v. Stan/ot Ih 
(1885), 16 Q. B. D. 244. 

(/.) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 26), 
s. 15 ; Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), s. 1 ; County Electors Act, 
1888 (51 & 62 Vict. c. 10), 8. 4. For conditions of publication, sale etc., sea 
pp. 199, 200, 202, ante, 

{1) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 2G), 
B. 15 (7) ; Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. 0. 15), a. 1; County Electora 
Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Vict. c. 10), a. 4. 
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The lists and each division must, if the local authority (m) direct, 
he framed in parts for polling districts or wards; and where 
the polling districts and wards are not conterminous, so that the 
parts may be conveniently compiled or put together to serve either 
as lists for the polling districts or as ward lists (n). 

The lists and each division are to be alphabetical, except in the 
administrative county of London, whore the names of the electors 
must appear in the order of the rate-book, unless the local authority 
has otherwise directed (o), and except in other cases where the local 
authority has given any special directions as to making out the 
lists according to streets or the order of the rate-book (})). 


(v.) The Old Lodger List, 

420 . The overseers in every parish, both in counties and 
boroughs, must on or before the last day of July make out a 
list [q) of all the old lodger claimants (r), and if they have reason- 
able cause to believe that any person whose name is entered on the 
list is not entitled to be registeicd or is dead (s), must add in the 
margin of the list opposite his name the words “objected to” or 

dead,” as the case may be (/). 

The list must be signed (a), published, and otherwise dealt wdth 
in the same manner as the occupiers list. For the purposes of 
the Parliamentary Registration Acts the lists are deemed lists of 
voters {i), 

(vi.) The New Ledger List. 

421 . The new lodger list is entirely made up from claims, and 
will be more conveniently treated of under that heading (/>). 


(m) I.e., as regards a pailiamcntary borough, if any, which is not a mnnicipal 
borough, the authority having power to divide the parliamentary borough into 
polling distiicts, t.p., county council (County Electors Act, 1888 (ol & 62 Viet, 
c. 10^, s. 4). As regards a municipal boiough the council of the borough 
(Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Yict. c. 20), 
6. 21). In counties the county council. 

{n) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Yici c. 26), 
B. 15 (8) ; Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Yict. c. 15), s. 1 ; (bounty Electors Act, 
1888 (51 & 52 Yict. c. 10), s. 4. 

(o) County Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Yict. c. 10), s. 5. 

(p) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Yict. 
c. 2H), 8. 21. 

(7) Registration Order, 1895, Scheds. II., IIL, Form D, No. 2. 

(r) See p. 207, post. 

(s) For method of obtaining name of dead person, see p. 198, ante. 

(t) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Yict. c. 26), 
B. 22; Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Yict. c. 15), s. 1. If the overscerf 
add the word “ objected” they must appear by themselves or by some person 
on their behalf -before the revising bairistcr in support of their objection, 
otherwise the barrister must retain the name on the list {Cartwright v. 
Shrewsbury {Town Clerk\ [1909] 2 K. B. 169). A direction to the oversecis that 
where parties are parent and son or master and servant there is “reasonable 
cause to believe that he is not entitled to be registered” does not relieve the 
overseers of the duty of inquiry in each case {ibid,), 

fa) See Morgan v. Parry (1856), 17 C. B. 334. 

\b) See p. 207, post. 
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(vii.) The Non-resident List, 

422. Except in the administrative county of London (c), the 
overseers of every parish must, at the same time that they make 
the parish burgess or county electors list, make a list of persons 
qualified by the occupation of property in the parish to be coun- 
cillors or aldermen of the borough or county, but not to be 
burgesses or county electors, as being resident within fifteen miles 
but more than seven miles from the borough or county (d). 

Sub-Sect. 6. — Notice of Claims and Ohjections, 

(i.) Notice of Claim, 

423. The law with regard to the notice of claim which must be 
given by claimants depends upon the franchise sought (6*). 

Every ownership claimant who is not on the register for the 
parish in which he seeks an ownership vote, or who has a dif- 
ferent qualification (/) or place of abode to that described in the 
register (/;), must give or send to the overseers on or before the 
20th July a signed notice in writing of his claim (//). A notice 
delivered on the 20th July, even though that day falls on a Sunday, 
is properly served (i). 

Proof of the notice is not necessary if the overseers have included 
the name of the claimant in their list(/c); and therefore if his 


(c) Local Oovernmeot Act, 188S (51 & 52 Vict. c. 41), s. 77 ; Registration 
Order, 1895, Sched. III., iDstruotion 8. 

(d) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 60), 8. 49 ; counties, 
County Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vict. c. 10), s. 12 ; for foims, see Registration 
Order, 1895, Sclieds. II., III., Form O. Two copies of the non*ro'»ident list are 
to be sent by the overseers (Registration Order, 1895, Sched. II., Part II., 45, 
Sched m., Part II., 44). 

(e) The forms for the respective claims must be strictly observed, e.gr., names 
must he given in full ; but see tbo Irish case, Carroll v. U(<j<js ( 1 801), 1 5 1. C. L. li. 
370, Ex. Ch. 

(/) Where a voter had occupied land of over £50 value, and had then, after 
giving up that land, taken another farm of sufficient rental and had not made a 
now claim, his name was struck off the register (IJurton v. Cei'i/ (1847), 5 
C. B. 7). A woman cannot claim a parochial vote in respect of the owneiship 
of property (Drax v. Ffouks, [1890] 1 Q. B. 238, C. A.). 

(</) See p. 199, ante. 

(/< ) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (0 & 7 Vict. c. 18) , s. 4 ; for form, 
see Registration Order, 1895, Sched. I., Foim No. 2. In every claim the place 
of abode should be eutered with the name (if any) of the street, lane, or 
other locality and the number (if any) in such street, lane, or other locality, 
and such entry should he made in all cases in such a manner as will afford a full 
and sufficient address for a person entered, if a letter is addressed to him by post. 

The description of the qualifying property should specify the street, lane, or 
other like place in the paiish (if any) and number of house (if any) where the 
property is situate, or name of the property, if known by any, or name of tbo 
occupying tenant ; or if the qualification consists of a tithe rontcharge, of the 
name of the rectory, vicaiage etc. to which the rentcharge belongs, then the 
names of the owners of the property out of which such rent is issuing, and the 
situation of the property, and a statement of the rogisti'ation of the claimant in 
respect of such rentcharge in the register in force in the year 1884. The 
description of the qualifying property should in all cases be such as wiU afford 
full and sufficient means of identifying such property (ibid,), 

fi) Ratulins v. West Derby Overseers (1846), 2 0. B. 72. 

\Jc) Davies v. Hopkins (1857), 3 0. B. (N. 8.) 376, which decided that, the over- 
■eers having placed a claimant's name in the list of voters, it is not competent to 
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nanio is in fact on the list, it docs not signify if the notice is 
delivered after the proper date (/). Even if no notice at all bo 
given to the overseers, ho is entitled to bo on the register, the other 
necessary conditions being fulfilled (m). 

424. Any person whose name appears on the ownership list of 
voters then in force and whose place of abode is not correctly stated 
therein, or who has received a notice of objection grounded on the 
second column (?i) of the list, and who possesses on the 15th July 
the same qualification as that for which his name was originally 
inserted, may make and subscribe a declaration in the prescribed 
form correcting the misdescription bo'’ore any person authorised to 
administer oaths in the High Court (o). All such declarations must 
be duly dated, and must, on or before the 5th September (p), be sent 
to the clerk of the county council, who, after indorsing and initialling 
them, will forward them to the revising barrister (7). 

425. Every person whose name has been omitted in the 
occupation list of voters and who claims as having been qualified 
on the last 15th Jnly(r), or who wishes to be registered for a 
dilTerent qualification than that for which his name appears in the 
list, must, on or before the 20lh August (s), give or cause to bo given 
a notice in the prescribed form (t) to the overseers of the parish for 
which he claims (a). 


tbo revising banister to require proof of the notice of claim. Williams, J., at 
p. 387, said : “ If the legislature really did intend that siu'h pi oof should bo 
given, it is somewhat strange that they did not in tciins say so. One would 
naturally have expected if such had been the intention that tl.c section would 
have gone on to say that the claimant should bo put to proof that ho had duly 
gi\cn the notice inquired by s. 4. Accoiding to tbo ordinal y rule of con- 
struction of Acts of railiainent, the snino consti uction must ho put upon the 
same language in different parts of the Act, and when wo turn to s. 37 ” (Tarha- 
mciitary Votois Registration Act, 1843 (0 & 7 Vict. c. IS), “ wo find that where the 
legislature intciidod to require proof of the giving of a notico of claim, they have 
expiessly said so ; foi where the claimant’s name is omitted by the overseer, tho 
revising bairistor is to insert it in case it shall ho proved to his satisfaction that 
tho claimant gave duo notico of such his claim to tho said overseers and that he 
was entitled on the last day of July then next pieceilmg to be inserted in tho 
said list of voters.” Willes, J., at p. 389, oxpiessod tho opinion that “if tho 
overseers impropeily insert a claimant who has not given due notice they may 
bo indicted” ; but on this point eco M. v. Hall, [1891] 1 Q. B. 747. 

(Z) Leonard v. AUoways (1878), 2 IIop. & Colt. 411, following Davies v. 
HojJcins (1857), 3 0. B. (n. S.) 376. Davies v. Ifojdcins was quoted wiih approval 
•n M^Qrorei/ v. Chambers^ [1894] 2 I. R. 129, C. A. Other Iiish cases are 
Jlufjhes V. Barnett (1857), 7 I. C. L. R. 369, Ex. Ch. j O' Brim v. Fenton (1861), 
15 1. 0. L. R. 380, Ex. Ch. 

(m) Davies v. Ilojihins, supra, per Williams, J., at p. 387, 

(n) See p. 209, post 

(0) Registration Order, 1895, Sched. I., Form No. 7. 

{p) County Electora Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vict. c. 10), s. 6 (1). 

(7) County Voters Registration Act, 1SG5 (28 & 29 Vict. c. 36), s. 10; 
Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), s. 4 (2) ; County Electois Act, 1888 
(51 & 62 Vict. c. 10), s. 6. 

(r) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 26), 

5. 7. 

(s) Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), s. 3 (1) . 

u) Registration Order, 1895, Scheds. II., III., Form IT, No. 1. 

(a) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1813 (6 & 7 Vict. c. 18), s. 15, as 
Cegards boroughs ; applied to counties (Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 \lcU 
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It is sufficient in the case of the occupiers list for the notice to 
be signed in the claimant’s name by the clerk to an agent duly 
authorised to make and sign a claim on his behalf (?;). The notice 
need not specify the list in which the name is claimed to be 
inserted (c). 

426. The claim of every person desirous of being registered as 
a voter in respect of the occupation of lodgings must, after the last 
day of July and on or before the 20th August ((Z), be delivered in 
the prescribed form (e) to the overseers of the parish in which 
the lodgings are(/). The claim is an essential part of the lodger’s 
qualification (^), and the declaration and attestation annexed (k) to 
the form are a necessary part of the claim (i). 

A declaration of residence which is dated before the expiration of 
the year of residence to which the declaration refers is a nullity, 
and a claim containing such a declaration is bad on the face of 
Absence of a date from the attestation will also invalidate 


c. 15), s. 1 (!) )• Where a notice of claim was erroneously addressed to llio 
ovorseersef a division of a parish instead of to the ovorseois of the whole parish 
it was hold to bo such a direction as to he “ commonly understood” within s. 101 
of the Parliamentary Voters llegistration Act, 1813 (6 & 7 Viet, c. 18) {Elliot v. 
Et, Mary's Within^ Carlisle^ Overseers (1847), 4 0. B. 76). Notice of claim ia 
essential, and must bo proved to the satisfaction of the revising banister, and the 
fact that it has boon accepted and published by the overseers is not conclusive 
(AV Sale (1880), Colt. 152). 

(5) Brown y. Tombs, [1891] 1 Q. 13. 253 ; Burns v. Cassells (1891), 19 II. (Ct. 
of Scss.) 287. 

(c) Filth V. Wtddicomhe (1871), L. II. 7 0. P. 172. The claimant in this case 
was a £12 occupier, but the piinciplo holds good. The notice gave in substance 
all that was required to identify the list. 

{d) llegistration Act, 1885 (48 & ‘1 9 Viet. c. 15), s. 3 (Ij. The notice of claim 
must bo sent to the overseers within tho proscribed time, and tho revising 
bariiator has no juiisdiction under s. 18 of tho Registration Act, 1885 (18 & 49 
Viet. c. 15), to allow a claim not so sent {WIdtwell v. North Biding of Yorkshire 
{^Cleric of the Peace) (1889), Pox. & S. Peg. 152) ; and see Re Sale (1880), Colt. 152 
(occupation claim). 

(c) Rcgistratiun Order, 1895, Scheds. II., III., Form IT, No. 2. If the 
claim is in respect of different rooms successively occupied as lodgings in the 
same house, the notice of claim must specify each room or sot of rooms so 
occupied. If there are two joint lodgers, tho yearly value of tho lodgings must 
bo £20 or upwards. If a lodger during any pait of tho qualifying period, not 
exceeding four months at anyone time, has m tho porfoimance of any duty 
arising from or incidental to any ollico, service, or omployment hold or under- 
taken by him been absent from his lodgings aUJiough ho retained them in his 
occupation, he is entitled to bo registered as if he had inhabited his lodgings 
during that poiiod (ibid,); and see p. 177, ante, and Topping v. Keogh, [1910] 
2 1. P 1. 

(/) Pepresentatiou of tho People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102), s. 30 (2) 
(boroughs) ; Pepresontation of the People Act, 1884 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 3), s. 2; 
llegistration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), ss. 1, 3 (counties). 

(v) llcraant v. liaise (1886), IS Q. B. I). 412. 

[h) S. 30 of the Peprescntation of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 102), 
contained words requiring the declaration and attestation. The words were 
ropoalod by the Statute Law PiOvision Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Vict. c. 14), but are 
ro])laced by tho form in tho Pogistiation Order, 1895. 

(t) See Irish cases, llanhidge v. Beveridge (1889), 26 L. P. Ir. 423, 0. A. ; 
Jones v. Beveridge (1886), 20 L. P. Ir. 380, 0. A. ; see p. 175, ante. 

{k) Jones v. Kent (1888), 22 Q. B. D. 201, per LordCoLEKiDaE, C.J., atp. 207, 
following Hersant v. liaise, supra. 
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a claim (I). Signature and attestation are to be contemporaneous 
acts (w), and if the witness is not present when the claim is signed, 
though he sign on the same day at the claimant’s reruest, the claim 
is bad (n). 

Where a person is entered as a lodger on the register in force, 
and desires to be entered on the next register in respect of the 
same lodgings, he may so claim by sending notice of his claim in 
the prescribed form (o) to the overseers of the parish on or before 
the 25th July (p). 

427. Persons claiming as freemen for any city or borough whose 
names have been omitted from the list must give notice ((j) of their 
claim to the town clerk according to the prescribed form (r), or tc 
the like effect (s). 

In the City of London, persons whose names have been omitted 
from the list of freemen and liverymen must, on or before 
20th August (/), give notice of their claim in the prescribed 
form (a), or to the like effect, to the Secondaries and to the clerk of 
the company in whose list they claim to be inserted (b), 

428. Persons omitted from the reserved riglits list must send in 
notice of their claim to the overseers before 20th August (r) in 
the prescribed form (d). 

429. Any person \Nho is entered on any list of voters, except tlie 
ownership list in counties, and whose name or place of abode, or the 
nature of whose qualification or the name and situation of whose 
qualifying property is not correctly stated in the list, orin respect of 
whom there is any other error or omission in the list, may, whether 
ho has received a notice of objection or not, if he thinks fit, make 
and subscribe a declaration, in the prescribed form (c), before any 


(Z) Smith V. Chandlir (1888), 22 Q. B. D. 208, following Jones v. Junl (1888), 
22 Q. B. D. 201 ; but as to aincndincnt in such cases, and tho general elfect at 
Iho hearing of irregularities, boo ]) 222, post. 

{m) lludy V. HaUCj Hunt v. liaise^ Fmning v. Halsey [1802] 1 Q. B. 203, per 
Loid COLERIDQE, O.J., at p. 205. 

(n) Ibid. 

(o) llegistration Order, 1895, Scheds. II., III., Form 11, No. 2. See 
note (e) on p. 207, ante. 

( p) rarliamentary and Municipal Begistration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 20), 
B. 22, boroughs ; extended to counties, llepresentation of the People Act, 1884 
(48 & 49 Viet. c. 3), s. 2. "Where be has not sent in his claim before this date, 
there is nothing to prevent him sending in his claim as a now lodger. 

(7) In Nagle v. Camphelly [1890] 2 I. K. 326, 0. A., it was held that a 
freeman who during tho qualifying period has changed his place of abode to 
one within another division of the borough or the seveu miles limit need not 
Borve a fresh notice of claim. 

(r) Parliamentary Voters Eegistration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), Sched. B, 
Form No. 7. 

(s) Ihid.y 8. 15. 

u) Eegistration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. 0. 15), s. 3 (1). 

(a) Parliamentary Voters Eegistration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. 0. 18), Sched. 0, 
Form No. 2. 

(5) lUd.y 8. 20. 

\c) Eegistration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 15), s. 3 (1). 

(<Z) Eegistration Order, 1895, Sched. III., Form H, No. 1. 

(e) Ihid.^ Scheds. II., lU., Form M. 
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person authorised to administer oaths in the High Court. The 
declaration must be duly dated and must be sent, on or before 
the 5th (/) September, to the clerk of the county council or the town 
clerk, who will indorse on it a signed and initialled memorandum, 
stating the date when he received it, and naming the declarant 
and the list referred to, and will deliver it to the revising barrister 
at his first court (g). 

430. Any person named in the corrupt and illegal practices list 
may claim to have his name omitted therefrom. Such claims must 
be sent in within the same lime and must be dealt with in like 
manner as other claims (Ji). 

(ii.) Notice o/ OhjecUon* 

431. Any person whose name appears in any list (i) of parlia- 
mentary voters for any county (A,), city, or borough, may object to 
any other person upon any list of parliamentary voters for that 
county, city, or borough, as not having been entitled on the 
15th July (Z) last to have his name inserted in the list. The 
right to object is given by the mere presence of the objector’s name 
on the list (m). 

( f) It is essential that the notice be sent in duo time {Dalang v. Fraser (1885), 
J6 Q. D. D. 252). 

{<]) Pill ham ciitary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (11 & 42 Viet. c. 2G), 
B. 21. The (loclaratioii may be contradicted by evidence {Tranwr v. Starhuc/e 
Pox & S. Reg. 340). 

(/<) Coriupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 51), 
B. 30 (4). 

(ij Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. e. 18), bs. 7, 17 ; 
Registration Act, 1885 (18 & 49 Vict. c. 15), s. 2 (1). The words of s. 7 (counties) 
of the Pailiaincntary Voters Registi atiori Act, 1843 (0 & 7 Yict. c. 18), are, 
“Every person who is upon the register for tho time being.’* S. 2 (1) of the 
Registiatioii Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), jirovidos that the list of occupation 
votois in a parliamentary county shall bo deemed pait of tho list of voters, and 
that any person whose name apjiears in tho list of voters may object to tho 
name of any other poison therein as if lie weie on the register of voters for tho 
county. l>y s. 2 (2) of the same Act, “ In tho list of votois and register of voters 
in a parliamentary county there sliall bo separate lists of (a) ownership voters; 
(b) occupation voters other than lodgers; and (c) loiigers.’* By b. 6 of the 
Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. c. 18), tho list of 
ownership claimants is a list of voters. The words of s. 17 (boroughs) of tho 
Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (0 & 7 Vict. c. 18), are slightly 
different from s. 7 (counties). They are, “Every person whoso name shall have 
been inserted in any list of voters for any city or borough.” By s. 22 of tho 
Parliamentary and Municipal Registiation Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 26), tho 
old lodger list is deemed to be a list of voters ; so also are the lists of reserved 
rights and freemen (Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. 

0. 18), ss. 13, 14, 20 (freemen in City of London) ). 

(A) By the Redistribution of Seats Act, 1885 (18 & 49 Vict. o. 23), b. 9 (3), 
“ county ” for all such purposes moans “ county division.” 

(Z) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 26), 

1. 7 ; Registration Act, 1885 (18 & 49 Vict. c. 15), s. 1. 

(m) W. objected to a name on tho list, his own name having been duly objected 
to. At the revision. W.’s name was struck off tho hst before the objection 
which he had made was taken. It was held that it was suflScient that his name 
was on the list at the time of the service of the notice of objection (Pease v. 
Middlesbrough (Town Cleric)^ 1 127). 

An objector’s name had been inserted in the list of voters, although he had 
been reported guilty of an iUegal practice at an election, and was therefore not 
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Elections. 

Any person whose name appears on any list of county electors, 
or burgesses in a county or borough, may object to the name of any 
other person on the list of county electors or burgesses for the same 
county or borough (7i). 

432. Every person so objecting (except overseers objecting to 
persons in the ownership list (o)) must on or before tho 20 tb 
August (p) give notice ( 5 ) to the overseers (r) ; or, if tho objection 
relates to the list of freemen in a borough, to the town clerk (s), 
and in the City of London to the Secondaries and the clerk of the 
company whose list is concerned (t). The notice must be in the 
prescribed form (a), and the list in which the name of the person 
objected to appears must bo sufficiently specified (h). 

capable of voting. IIo was struck off at tho revision at which his own objection 
was heard, and it was hold that, his name having been insorlod in the list, he 
was not incapacitated from being an objector {Ban v. CJuimhei'S (18S7), 22 
L. E. Ir. 264, C. A.). 

(n) Parliamentary and Municipal Eegistration Act, 1878 (11 & 42 Vict. c. 26), 
8. 18 ; County Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vict. c. lO), s. 4 (1). 

(0) Pailiamentary Voters Eegistration Act, 1813 (6 & 7 Vict. c. IS), s. 7. 
As to such objections, soo p. 202, ctnte. 

(p) Eogistration Act, 1885 (48 & 40 Vict. c. 15), b. 3 (1). 

(7) There is a slight diirorencc in tho sections (7 and 17) of tho Pavliamontary 
Voters Eegistration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. c. 18), relating to objections in 
counties and boroughs. That relating to counties provides for tho notice to ho 
given to the “overseers ... of the parish ... to which tho list of voters 
containing the name of tho person objected to may relate,” whilo s. 1 7 (boroughs) 
enacts that the notice is to bo given to the “ overseers who have made out tho 
list in which the name of the peison so objected to has been inserted.” \Vhere 
a notice of objection was served on an overseer who had not joined tho other 
overseers in signing the list of Voters, tho service was held good {Dccnlen v. 
JJocJcin (1846), 4 0. B. 19). 

(r) See p. 194, ante. 

(s) Parliamentary Voters Eegistration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. c. 18), BS. 7, 17. 

(0 im., s. 20. 

[а) (Jouutns (Eegistration Order, 1895, Ownership, Sched. I., Form No. 4 ; 
Occupation, Sched. II., Foim I., No. 1); boroughs (Eegistration Order, 1895, 
Occupation, Sched. 111., Form I., No. 1); City of London freomon and livoiy- 
nicn (Parliaraeutaiy Voters Eegistration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. c. 18), Schod. C, 
Form No. 5). Presumably tho notice of objoction to freoraen in boroughs 
ehould follow the usual borough form (s^pra), with tho dilToronce that it 13 
addressed to the town clerk. It was hold in bmith v. Holloway (1865), L. E. 1 C. P. 
145, that it was not necessary to give a separato notice m respect of each voter 
objected to, and that there might be one general notice if the names of tho persons 
objected to weie set out in a schedule. It is to be noted, however, that this case 
was decided on the form prescribed by the Parliamentary Voters llcgistration 
Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict, c. 18), and that the words proscribing the form or a 
notice “ to the like effect ” have been repealed. 

(б) If the list referred to is made out in divisions, the notice shonld specify the 
division to which the objoction refers; and if the list contains two or raoro 
persons of the same name, should distinguish the person intoiidod to he referred 
to (footnote (^ to Form I. in Eegistration Order, 1895, Scheds. IT., HI.), 
although ill Uhorlton v. Johnson Ree's Case (1868), L. E. 4 C. P. 400, whero 
there wore lists of ownership voters and claimants, and also lists of £12 
occupiers and claimants, it was hold that the list need not be specified. The 
notice there, however, was given in the form provided by tho statute. In 
Aldridge v. Medwin (1868), L. E. 4 0. P. 464, there were two lists — ^namely those 
of rated occupiers and of voters under reserved rights — and the only name on 
tho latter list was that of the objector. The objector did not specify the list to 
which the objection referred, but the overseers were not misled. The court 
(BoyilL) 0. J., Btles, Keating and Bbstt, JJ.) found that they could not 
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The objector must sufficiently set out wheio his own name 
appears on the register or list of voters (c). lie must state his 
actual place of abode although differing from that on the register (d). 
If he has two hona fide places of abode he may state either (e). 
Where the notice is sent by post (/) mere insufficiency of address 
will not invalidate it if in fact it reaches the overseers (^), and the 
prescribed mode of postage (/) need not be followed if in fact the 
notice reaches the overseers {h), 

433 . The objector must also, on or before 20th August, give or 
cause to be given, or leave or cause to be left (in reasonable time and 
manner (i)) at the actual place of abode (/c) of the person objected to, 
a notice in the prescribed form (/). 


Bay that tlioro was not evidence cnoiigli to satisfy the revising barrister that the 
description of the list in the notice was such as to bo commonly understood to 
apply to the list of occupiers. Where the ovei seers make out more than one 
liht, the paiticular list must bo stated {llarton v. Ashley (1845), 2 0. 13. 4). 
Where one objected to a voter being “ retained in the list of persons entitled 
under the Rofonn Act,” tho notice was held to suflicicntly indicate the £10 
occupation list {Hugqett v. Leivis (1854), 15 C. B. 245). It is unnecessaiy to 
specify the name of tho ward on tho list of which tho name objected to appears 
(bV/^ar V. Clare (1900), 82 L. T. 599). 

(c) Whore an objector dosciibod hinisolf as on the list of pailiamontary 
voters “ for the paiish of tho borough of Liskoard,” it was held a proper 
do'^cription of the municipal borough of Li^keard, having separate oversoors 
and rates, and fomiing part of tho jiail lament ary borough of Li'^koard, although 
jmrt of tho “ parish of Liskoaul,” also with separate ovoisccrs and rates, was in 
the parliamontary borough {Sarqevt v. Rodd (1879), Colt. l-l). Again, “on the 
list of voters for tho borough of D. and the township of E. S.” was held sufficient 
description where the boiough consisted of two parishes, E. S. and S. D., c<xch 
with sopaiato ovorscors and sepaiato lists {Oram v. Cole (1804), 18 C. B. (n. S.) 1). 
But SCO Crowther v. Hradnvy (1800), 15 C. B. (n. S.) 500. 

(d) Calccr V. Roberta (1871), 1 Hop. & Colt. 010; and seo Knoudea v. Brooking 
(1810), 2 0. B. 220. See also Uimphrey v. Earle (1887), 20 Q. B. 1). 291. 

(e) Curtis v. Bhght (1801), 11 C. B. (n. 8.) 95. The tine place of abodo is a 
qno.stion of f.ict for the rovibing baiiistoi {ibid.). Sco also Mdhourne v. (Jrtcri field 
(1S59), 7 C. B. (N. 8.n. 

( / ) As authorised by tho Parliamontary Voters Pcgistiation Act, 18-13 
(0 & 7 Viet. c. 18). 8. lOl. Tho conditions of s. 100 of thi:> Act also apidy ; soo 
Bishop V. Helps (18-15), 2 C. B. 45, and pp. 21 1— 21G, 

((/) Jones V. Jnnoiis (1855), 17 C. 13. 290 ; followod in Uoodselly. Innous (1855), 
17 C. B. 295. 

(//) Smith V. Ilugqelt (1801), U C. B. (n. s.) 55 ; also soo Bishop v. Helps, supra, 

(0 In Watson v. BtU (1848), 5 C. 13. 77, tho barrister held that tho timo 
and method of soivico employed w'cro uiirca.sonuble, and the couit confiiTuod 
the docision. Wildk, C.J., said, at j). 85; “I Hunk the time and mode of 
service must bo such as to afford reasoiiablo ground for presuming that tho 
notice will reach tho hands of tho paity for whom it is intendod,” 

{h) Allen v. Gremsdl (1847), 4 0. B. 100. In this case the voter had left tho 
place of abode described in the list, and the notice was left at his office. It was 
hold that the service was had. Wildk, C.J., said, at p. 104 : “ The question is 
whether if the overseers state in the list a place of abode which is incorrect the 
rights of the voter are to be afiected by a blunder which it is no part of his duty 
to correct and in a matter over which ho has no control. When tho statute 
prescribes the duty of tho objector in the service of tbo notico it gives him the 
choice of three modes. If he chooses to select service at tho place of abode as 
desciihed in tho list ho must take tho risk of its turning out not to be tho true 
place of abodo. He may always guard himself against mistakes by a personal 
BOivice or by sending tho notico by post.” This case was followod in Oifford v. 
St. Lulee*8j Chelsea Oeerseers (1889), 2-1 Q. B. I). 141. 

{1) Registration Order, 1895, Ownership, Sched. I., Form No. 5 (a), (b); 
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Elections, 


Beot. 1. 
Preparation 
of the Lists. 

Notice to 
occupier. 


In the case of ownership voters or claimants in counties, 
wherever the place of abode of the person objected to, as described 
in the list, is not in the parish or township to which the list relates, 
and the name of the occupying tenant of the whole or part of the 
qualifying property, with his place of abode, appears in the list, a 
duplicate notice in the prescribed form, duly signed {in), must be given 
to, or left at the abode of, the occupying tenant (w). 

The objector’s place of abode must be sufficiently described in the 
notice itself (<>) without the aid of reference to the register (/>), and 
it must be his actual place of abode and not that described in the 
register (q). 

The place of abode of the person objected to must also bo 
Bufficiently described (r). 

The objector must sufficiently state where his name appears on 
the register (s), and also the form in which the name of the person 


Occupation, Scheds. II., III., Form I., No. 2; froomon in City of London, 
l^ailiamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (G & 7 Vict. c. 18), Sclied. C, Form 
No. 4. Tho language of the form need not be servilely followed. Thus, an 
objection to A. 13. instead of to “ your name ” being retained was bold sullicient 
{Force v. Floud (18G3), 15 0. B. (n. s.'t 543). 

(m) Registration Older, 1895, Schcd. L, Form No. 5 (a), (b). 

(n) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. c. 18), s. 7. See 
JU'Farland v. Barnett (1890), 1 Laws. Reg. Gas. 28G, 0. A. 

{<>) Where an objector was described on the list as of a certain town only, 
but in bis notice gave bis full addre.^s, the supcrlluity was held not to invalidate 
the notice {Prueny. Cox (1845), 2 0. 13. 1). If the descriiition given affords 
Bufficiont information, the name of the county or town near the residence need 
not be added {Cadsbt/ v. Warhurion (1844), 7 Man. & O. 11; Hicks v. SiuJees, 
[1893] 1 Q. B. i2-l). Where street and number, but not parish, were given, it was 
bold buflicient {Sheldon v. Fiatcher (1847), 5 C. B. 14) ; hut in Iluinphrey v. P'arle 
(1887), 20 Q. B. D. 291, where an objector described himself as “of Church- 
yard ” on tho list of parliamentary voters for tho parish of Petorsfield, the 
address was held insullicioiit. What is sufficient addioes is a question for the 
revising barrister {Jones v. Pritchard (1808), L R. 4 C. P. 414 ; Thackway v. 
rdther (18G0), L. R. 2 0. P. 100). But where tho description was neither bad 
on tho face of it nor proved insufficient in fact, the court reversed the revising 
barrister’s decision {Powell v. Caswell (1849), 8 0. B. 14). 

(p) Whore objector took tho address from the icgister, it not being his 
actual abode, the notice was held bad {Melbourne v. Greenfield (1859), 7 0 . B. 
(n. s.) 1); and see Wills v. Adey (184G), 2 0. B. 240. 

( 7 ) Melbourne v. Green fields supra. Such a misdescription is not cured by 

B. 101 of tho Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (G & 7 Vict. c. 18), which 
only applies when there is inaccuracy or mistake in describing that which the 
party intouded to describe {ibid.). See also Woollelt v. Davis (1847), 4 0. 13. 115 ; 
and, as to mistake in giving place of abode, Prescott y. Lee, [1899] 2 Q. B. 273, 

C. A. 

(r) Where, instead of stating it in the body, the objector gave the address of 
the person objected to at the back of tho notice, the notice was hold good 
though not strictly following the form {Linforih v. Butler, [1899] 1 Q. 13. IIG). 

( 5 ) In Samuel y. Ilitchmough (1862), 13 C. B. (n. 8.) 3, “ on the list of voters 
for the parish of P.” where there were two lists— £10 occupiers and 
r(‘8erved rights— was held sufficient as strictly following the form given in 
t>ched. B, No. 11 of tho Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 
Vict. 0 . 18) ; and in the case of a township being divided into two polling 
districts under tho Parliamentary Electors Registration Act, 1868 (31 & 32 
Vict. c. 68), with separate lists “on tho register of voters for the township” 
was held sufficient description {Charlton y. Tonge (1871), L. R. 7 C. P. 178). 
But in Tudbidl v. Bristol {Town Clerk) (1843), 5 Man. & 0. 5 (followed in 
Bright v. Devenish (1866), L. R. 2 0. P. 102), it was held that Form No. 11 in 
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objected to appears (a). A mere inaccuracy in this, if the descrip- 
tion be such as to be commonly understood, will not vitiate the 
notice (b), 

434. Any notice of objection to any person on the list of owner- 
ship claimants for a parisli in a county may be given without 
stating the grounds of objection (c), but with that exception no 
notice of objection given under the provisions set forth, other than a 
notice to the overseers, is valid unless the ground or grounds of 
objection be specifically stated therein (d). This provision is satisfied 
by naming the column or columns (e) of the list on which the objector 
grounds his objection, unless the objection is outside the columns (/). 
If the objection bo grounded on the third column (^), it is neces- 
sary to state in the notice whether the objection relates to the 
nature of the voter’s interest in the qualif 3 dng property {h) or to its 


Sched. B of the Act of 1813 was applicable only to housohold votcis, and that 
“on the list of voters for the paiish of G.” was an insufficiont desciiption of 
the objector who was on the li&t of fiecmen. Whore a parliamentary borough 
was made up of six separate places with separate lists, one of which was a 
municipal borough of the same name, “ on the list of voteis for the boiough of 
P.” was held sufficient desciijition of an objector on the municijial briroiigh list 
although the words “boiough of P.” were used to mean the parliamentary 
borough in the early pait of the notice {Moon v. Andrew (1808), L. K 4 0. P. 401). 
See also Ktds/orth v. Farrer (1840), 4 0. B. 9 ; Ftddon v. Sanyers (18.V2), 12 
C. B. 080 ; Crontherw. Bradney (1803), 15 C. 13. (n. s.) 530; Allen, v. Gcddea 
(1870), L. 11. 5 0, P. 291 ; James v. IJowarth (1879), 5 0. P. D. 225. The parish 
on the list of which the objector’s name is must be stated {Wood v. Chandler 
(1887), 20 Q. B. 13. 297). 

(a) In a borough where the overseers made out two lists (one of potwallers) 
a notice describing the person objected to as “ on the list of persons entitled to 
vote as householders ” was hold good although the words “as householders’* 
weie not in the form. “ If the insertion of the words could have misled the 
paity objected to then the notice not being in strict compliance with the form 
would have been bad” {Allen v. House (1845), 7 Man. & O. 157, per Tindax., C.J.). 
It is enough to state the list showing the kind of franchise, and is unnocess.ary 
to sot out the particular parochial list {Afoittock v. Farrer (1879), 5 C. P. 13. 73, 
argued with Hall v. Cropper, ibid., and approving JFansey v. Ferkins [Quigley's 
Cast) (1845), 7 Man. & G. 127). 

{b) Lambert v. St. Thomas, New Sarum, Oierseers (1852), 12 0. B. (112. 

(t) See Registration Older, 1895, Sched. I., Form No. 6 (b), and Parliamentary 
Voters Registiation Act, 1843 (G & 7 Vict. c. 18), s. 7. 

{d) County Voters Registiation Act, 1SG5 (28 & 29 Vict. c. 3G), s. 6 ; 
Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 2G), s. 26 
(boroughs). See Bennett v. Brumfiit, Alderson's Case (18G8), L. R. 4 C. P. 407. 

(c) The columns are as follows : col. 1, name ; col. 2, place of abode ,* col. 3, 
nature of qualification ; col. 4, dosciiption of qualifying property. 

[f) But in Quinlan v. McCarthy (1890), 28 L. R. Ir. 24G, C. A., it was 
held that where the receiving of poor relief was the ground of objection it 
was not -sufficient to name the column. This case was decided on the Parlia- 
mentary Registration (Ireland) Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 17), s. 20 of which 
is practically identical with s. G of the County Voters Registration Act, 
1SG5 (28 & 29 Vict. c. 3G), with the exception that the proviso as to the third 
column is not found. O’Brien, C.J., said : “ We must endeavour to give some 
intelligible moaning to the word “ specifically,” and in my opinion we should 
hold, as I hold, ^at grounds of objection outside the columns, such as the 
ground of disqualification in this case, should be specifically stated, that is to 
say, should be set forth with reasonable particularity.” 

[g) /.c., nature of qualification. 

[h) Where it was contended for the objector that the voter occupied a house 
entitling him to a borough vote, and was therefore not entitled to the county 
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Sect. 1 . value (that is to say, amount of rental (i)) or to both. Each of these 
Preparation last-mentioned grounds of objection must be deemed a separate 
of the Lists, ground of objection as well as any objection grounded on any one of 
the other columns (/c). 


Signature 
and date 
of notices. 


ITow notice 
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435. Every such notice of objection must be signed by the 
objector (Z). It is unnecessary for it to be dated on the day of 
signature provided the date is within the period allowed for 
objecting and that the objector is then qualified to object (?n). It 
is essential that the date of the year appear (n), 

436. It is sufficient in every case of notice to any person 
objected to if the notice is sent by post (o), poslage paid, directed 
to the place of abode of the person to whom it is sent as described 
in the list of voters (p). Any such notice of objection must be 
delivered, open and in duplicate, both original and duplicate being 
signed by the objector (q), to the postmaster or his managing 


franchise, a notice stating that the objection was grounded on the third column 
and related to the nature of the voters interest in tlio qualifying property was 
held good {Simey v. Dtxon (1871), L. B. 7 C> P. 190). 

(?) Definition in County Voters Eegistration Act, 18G5 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 36), 

S. 17. 

(/r) County Voters Registration Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 36), s. 6. The 
railiamentarjr and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 26), s. 26, 
does not specificallj^ opply ibo provisions of the other section to boroughs, but 
presiiinubly the conditions are the same for both counties and boroughs. By 
B. 7 of the County Voters Registration Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Vict. c. 36), no 
jieison objected to under the provisions of that Act (z.e., s. 6) shall be required to 
give evidence before the revising bairister in support of his light to bo registered 
otlicrwiso than ns such right shaU bo called in question in such giound or 
giounds of objection. 

(/) Pailiamentarv Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. c, 18), ss. 7, 17. 
A htiiin]>od facsimile of the objectoi’s ordinary signature will sufiice (/>cw//c^^ 
V. Jhuin/ilt (1867), L. R. 3 C. P. 28). The liegist ration Acts and tho 
Registiiition Older, 1889, Sebod. II., Form No. 1, aro sullicieiitl v complied with 
if tlie sigiiatiiio of tho objector precedes tho name objected to {Sutton v. Wade^ 
riS91 ] 1 U R. 269). The objector need not copy the spelling of his name in tho 
lij-t if it bo misspelt tbcioin, provided it is so stated os to be commonly 
undeistood {IJinPmv. lliuion (1845), 7 Man. & O. 163). 

(77?) Jemes V. Jones (1865), L. R. 1 C. P. 140. 

(77) Jkenlen v. lluclun (1846), 4 C. B. 19 ; and sco Ficcman v. Kewman (1883), 
12Q. B. D. 373. 

(o) Where an objector produced a stamped duplicate notice, and the original 
notice produced by the person objected to did not agieo with it, it was hold that 
tho objector might rely on the oiiginal os proof of scivico {NoiTis v. rilclicr 
(1808), L. R. 4 C. P. 417). 

(77) Parliamentary Votera Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. c. IS), s. 100; 
Cniinty Voters Picgistration Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Vict. c. 36), e. 9 ; Pailiumontary 
and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 26), s. 40. The jilace of 
abode must ho that given in tho list sent by tho clerk of the county council to 
tho overseers, although the voter has alteied his addiess and the oveiseois have 
altered the list {Noaeworthy v. Buck/and-in-ihe-Moor (1873), L. R. 9 0. P. 233). 
Tho addition of tho post town ami county to tho addioss on tho list does not 
invalidate the notice {Cotton v. Brail (1866), L. R. 2 C. P. 86), nor docs the 
omission of the name of the township {Flint v. Sharp (1855), 17 C. B. 28 J). 

(7) See Toma v. Cuming (1845), 8 Scott (N. n.), 910. Whero tho surname of 
the objector, being in his usual inode of signing, was not legible by an oidinary 
person, though such person might have understood it by comparison of tho notice 
of objection with the entry in the register, tho notice was held sufficient {Trotter 
V. Waller {Aylan'a Case) (1862), 13 C. B. (n. s.) 30). Tho notice, though posted 
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clerli(7*) of any post office where money orders are received or paid, Sect- ^ 
within such hours (s) as have previously boon given notice of {t), Preparation 
and under such regulations with respect to the registration of such of the Lists, 
letters and the fee for such registration (a) as are from time to time 
made by the Postmaster-General (h). 

In all cases in which the fee has been duly paid the postmaster or 
his managing cleik (c) must compare the notice and the duplicate, 
and on being satisfied that they are alike in their address and in 
their contents (d), must forward one of them to its address by po^t 
and must return the other to the person bringing it, duly stamped 
with the post office stamp (e). 

The production by the person who posted the notice of tlia 
stamped duplicate (/) will be evidence of the notice having been 
given to the person at the place mentioned in the duplicate on the 
(lay on which the notice would in the ordinary course of post(y) 
have been delivered. 

If no abode of the person objected to is described in the list, or 
if the abode is out of the United Kingdom, then it is sufficient if 
notice is given to the overseers (and in the case of ownership 


by an nf::ont, may bo produced by the objector {Cuming v. Toma (ISlI), 7 
Man. & a. 29). 

(r) Allan v. Waterhouse (1811), 8 Scott (n. a.), C8. 

(s) If Iho i)ostinastHr receives it, the fact of tlio notice being delivered out of 
the usual hours does not vitiate it {llannaford v. Wluicioay (1S5C), 1 0. D. 
(n. s.) 53). 

{i) At such post ofllco (Parliamontary Voters Registration Act, 1813 (G & 7 
Viet. c. 18), 8. 100. 

(o) In no case to exceed twopence over and aboyo the ordinary rate of po 8 fag (5 

{ihid.), 

(/;) Piirlinmontary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 100; 
County Voters Registration Act, 18G5 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 3G), s. 9; rarliumontaiy 
and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 2G), s. 40. 

(c) See Allan v. Waterhouse^ supra. 

p/) A stamped copy of a notice of objection with no external address is not a 
stamped duplicate within this provision {Birch v. Edwards (1817), 5 0. D. 

(c) Parliamontary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (G & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 100, 
The word “copy” on the duplicate does not invalidate it {Benesh v. Booth 
(1864), 18 0. 11. (N. s.) 111). 

(/) The due signature of the original is proved by the production of the 
stamped duplicate duly signed {Lewis v. lioherta (18G1), 11 0. B. (n. s.) 23). 

(^) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (G & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 100 ; 
County Voters Registration Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 36), 8.9 ; Parliamontaiy 
and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 2G), s. 40. A notice of 
objection sent by post so that it would in the oi dinary course of post bo delivered 
on a Sunday is nevertheless well served {Colvill v. Lewis (184()), 2 0. B. GO). It 
is to bo noted that no one appealed for the respondents in this case. AYhoro a 
notice was posted in sufficient time to roach the party according to the ordinary 
course of post on the 25th August, it was held that such service was 
sufficient, notwithstanding that the actual delivery was accidontally delayed 
until the {Bishops v. Helps (18-15), 2 C, B. 45; followed in Iliclton v, 
Antrdbus (184G), 2 C. B. 82, and in Hornsby v. Hobson (185C), 1 0. B. (n. S.) 
03). In Kemp v. JVanMyn^ [1894] 1 Q. B. 683, C. A., notices of objection 
woie posteci to soldiers in bai racks. By the regulations, letters so addressed 
are taken from the post office to the barracks by orderlies. The notices 
were brought on 19th August, when the voters were in camp, but owing 
to a mistake were not forwarded till the 2l8t. Except for the mistake the 
voters would have received them on the 20th. It was held, overruling Ghildii 
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voters to the occupying tenant whose name appears on the list, if 
any (h)) in the case of a county voter, or in the case of a borough 
voter to the overseers or to the town clerk, or in the case of a 
liveryman of the City of London to the Secondaries and to the clerk 
of the company to which the person objected to belongs (i). 

437. An objection may be withdrawn by a notice to that effect in 
writing in the prescribed form (k), signed by the objector and given 
to the person objected to, and to the town clerk in a borough or the 
overseers in a county, not less than seven days before the day whicli 
is appointed for the holding of the first court of revision of the list 
to which the objection relates (1). 

438. An objection by a qualified objector may, after his death, 
be revived by any other person qualified to have made the objection 
originally by a notice to that effect (???), signed by him and given to 
the person objected to and to the town clerk in a borough or to the 
overseers in a county at or before the time of the revision of the entry 
to which the objection relates. A person reviving an objection is 
deemed to have made the objection originally, and is responsible in 
respect of it (n), 

439. Any person entitled to object to any list of voters for the 
county or borough may object to the omission of any person from 
the corrupt and illegal practices list. Such objections must bo sent 
in within the same time and be dealt with in like manner as nearly 
as circumstances admit as other objections (o). 

440. The overseers and town clerks respectively (and in the City 
of London the Secondary) must include the names of all persons 


V. Cox (1887), 20 Q. 13. D. 290, that the “ordinary course of post'* meant the 
couTBO of post in the distiict, and as in that course the notices would have 
been delivered at the barracks on or before the 20th but for the sjiecial 
iirrangemcnt, the duplicates were evidence of proper seiTico. AVTiere a voter 
lived two miles from the neaiest post town, and there was no delivery at the 
jdaco wheio he lived, it was held that theie was not sufliciont evidence of 
toi vico of a notice of objection posted so as to reach the jiost town on 1 9tli 
August, it being shown that the voter would not receive it, except by 
accidental conveyance {Lewis v. Evans (1874), L. R. 10 C. P. 297). 

(//) See note {li) on p. 20d, owfe. 

(/) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (G & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 100; 
County Votcis Registration Act, 18Gd (2tS & 29 Viet. c. 3G), s. 9 ; Pailiamcntary 
and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 26), s. 40. 

f/i) Registration Order, 1895, Schode. II., III., Form N. There appears 
to I *6 no separate foim for the withdrawal of ownership objections. 

(/) Pailiamentary and Municipal Registiation Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. 
c. 2G), s. 27 (1), apjilicd to counties by the Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 
Vict. c. 15), 8. 1 (1), (2), (3) (f) ; County Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vict. 
c. 10), 8. 4. In PivuOfoot V. Barnes (1866), L. R. 2 C. P. 88, it was hold that, 
notwithstanding a withdrawal, an objection might be insisted ^on. But it is 
questionable whether since 1878 this a})plies to a statutory notice of with- 
drawal. 

fm) Ee^stration Order, 1895, Scheds. II., Ill,, Form 0. 

(n) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 26), 
■. 27 (2); Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 16), s. 1 ; County Electors Act, 
1888 (51 & 62 Vict. c. 10), s. 4. 

(o) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 61), 
S. 30 (4). 
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claiming as before mentioned in lists according to the prescribed 
forms (q), and must also include the names of all persons objected 
to in lists according to the prescribed forms (r). They must sign 
each of these lists, and publish them on or before the 25th August. 
Copies must be made and kept for inspection and sale (s). 

Lists must also be made and published of persons claiming to be 
omitted from the corrupt and illegal practices list, if any, and of 
persons objected to on the ground that they are omitted from 
those lists (t), 

441. On or before the 25th August the overseers must deliver 
the lists to the clerk of the county council in counties and to the 
town clerk in boroughs (a). The lists will be as follows : — 

In counties only — the list of ownership claimants ; the copy of 
the ownership portion of the register with their marginal additions. 

In counties and boroughs — two copies of the occupiers and old 
lodger lists ; a copy of each of the ownership, occupiers, and lodgers 
objection and claim lists, and the parochial electors claim list (h) ; 
t\\o copies of the non-resident list; a copy of each of the lists of 
claims and objections in respect of the corrupt practices list (c). 

Sect. 2 . — Revising Bamsters* 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Appointment, 

442. Revising barristers are annually (d) appointed to revise the 
lists of voters in every part of the United Kingdom. The number 
may be varied by Order in Council (r). 

{p) The ownership claimants list is made up on or before 31st July ; see p. 201, 
ante. 

(q) Registration Order, 1895, Occupation, Scheds. II., III., Form K, The 
form for freemen is Sched. B, Form No. 9, of the Parliamentary Voters Regis- 
tration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), and for freemen of the City of London, 
ihid.y Schod. C, Form No. 3 (to bo fixed in the Guildhall and Royal Exchange). 

(r) Registration Order, 1895, Ownership, Sched. I., Form No. 6 ; Occupation, 
Scheds. IL, UL, Form L. The form for freemen is Sched. B, Form No. 13, 
of the Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1813 (6 & 7 Viet. o. 18), and 
for freemen of the City of Loudon, ibid., Schod. C, Form No. C (to be fixed 
in the Guildhall and Royal Exchange). 

(a) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 «& 7 Viet. c. 18), ss. 8, 15, 
18 ; Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 15), s. 1. 

{t) Corrupt and Dlegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (4G & 47 Viet. c. 61), 
B. 39 (3); Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (-17 
& 48 Viet. c. 70), s. 24. 

(a) In a municipal borough in a parliamentary county, to both (Registration 
Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. 15), s. 6 (2) (c); County Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 52 
Viet c. 10), s. 4 (1) (a) ). 

(5) There is apparently no special section in any Act of Parliament casting upon 
the overseers the duty of preparing a separate parochial list. Coverture is no 
disqualification to the parochial franchise (see p. 191, ante), hut there is no 
decision as to whether married women entitled to such francliise must reclaim 
afresh every year. 

(c) Registration Order, 1895, Sched. I., Part II., 25, 26 ; Sched. 11., Part IT., 

45, 40; Sched. III., Part II. , 44; Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. o. 15), 
B. 3 (2) ; County Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 10), s. 4. ^ 

(d) The appointment is for the year of appointment only, but in practice the 
same barristers are reappointed. 

(f) Revising Barristers Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 70), 8. 3. The present 
number is 97 (Order in Council, Aug^ust, 1890), 

H.L.— 3^11, j, 
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The Lord Chief Justice, in the month of July or August, 
appoints barristers to revise the lists of voters for that year for the 
County of Middlesex, the City of London, and the several boroughs 
in Middlesex (/). 

The senior judge named in the commission of assize for the 
counties within any circuit, who actually travels that circuit or any 
part thereof during the summer circuit, or such other judge (if any) 
as may be arranged by the judges going the summer circuit, is the 
judge having power to appoint the revising barristers for that year 
within the circuit (^). 

Where a parliamentary borough is situated partly in one circuit 
and partly in another, the judge of the circuit in which the greater 
part is situate makes the appointment for the borough {h). For the 
purposes of revision, Birmingham is deemed part of the Midland 
Circuit (t). 

Such part of the county of London as is south of the Thames is 
deemed a separate county forming part of the South-Eastern Circuit. 
Such part of the administrative county of London as is north of the 
Thames is deemed to form part of the county of Middlesex (/c). 

443. A revising barrister must bo a barrister of at least seven 
years’ standing (/). He must not be a member of Parliament or 
hold any office or place of imofit under the Crown, except the office 


(/) Pailiamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Wet. c. 18), s. 2S. 

(^) Revising Banislors Act, 1886 (49 & 50 Vict. c. 42), b. 1 (1). Where a 
commissioner was appointed to travel the whole circuit, it did not appear that 
any person was qualified to make the appointments. Lord Alvehstone, O.J., 
therefoie, travelled expressly to ono town to qualify himself to make the 
appointments. When a judge makes the appointments, he must make them for 
all the counties and boroughs for which he has power of appointment {ibid.y 
B. 2 (4) ). If a judge, before ho has appointed all or any of the barristers, dies or 
becomes unable to appoint them, the senior judge named in tho commission who 
actually travels the remainder of tho ciicuit will bo the judge with the power of 
appointment, so far as appointments have not been made (ibid., s. 1 (2) ). 

(h) Parliamentary Electors Registration Act, 18G8 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 58), s. 25. 

(t) Subject to any alteration of circuits made hereafter (Revising Barristers 
Act, 1886 (49 & 50 Vict. c. 42), s. 1 (3) ). By tho same sub-section Surrey was 
to be doomed a circuit. By s, 76 (4) of the Local Government Act, 1888 
(51 & 52 Vict. c. 41), SuiTey was to be deemed pait of the South-Eastern Circuit, 
and on let October, 1893, it became part of the South-Eastern Circuit by Order 
in Council, 28th July, 1893, made under s. 23 of the Judicature Act, 1875 
(38 & 39 Vict. c. 77). 

(/c) And the county of Middlesex inclusive of that portion is to be deemed a 
separate county on a circuit, but any sum payable by the London County 
Council in respect of either of the portions of the county is to be paid for a 
general county purpose (Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Vict. c. 41), 
8.76(4)). 

{T) Eveij revising barrister is paid the sum of 250 guineas as remuneration 
and in satiMaction of his expenses. After the termination of his last sitting he 
must forwrard his appointment to the Treasury, who will make an order for 
payment. The sums so paid are payable, half by the Imperial Exchequer and 
half by the county authorities (County Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vict. c. 10), 
a. 9. fey this section the coun^ authority is annually to pay into the Exchequer 
such sum as the Treasury certify to be half the cost of the payment of revising 
barristers. The Treasury mimt ascertain the cost of all the revising barristers 
on any circuit, and must divide half the cost among the counties in the circuit 
in proportion to the number of burgesses and county electors in each county, 
and must certify the amount due from each county. The Treasury may vary 
the oertiheate, but unless this is done it is final). 
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of recorder of a city or borough (7?i), including a borough for which 
he acts as revising barrister (n), or the appointment of election 
commissioner (o). 

444. If it appears to the Lord Chief Justice, or to the judge who 
has appointed any revising barrister, that from death, illness, 
absence, or other cause the list cannot be revised within the period 
directed, he must appoint one or more properly qualified barristers 
to act in the place of or in addition to the barrister in question (p). 
The deputy’s remuneration is such an amount paid out of the sum 
otherwise payable to the barrister originally appointed as seems 
reasonable to the judge making the appointment ( 3 ). 

445. If at any time after the 1st September (7) it appears to a 
principal Secretary of State that the number of revising barristers 
on any circuit is insufficient, he must give notice to any judge of the 
High Court then sitting in chambers. The judge must appoint such 
number of duly qualified barristers as are specified in the notice to 
act in addition to those originally appointed for the circuit. They 
will have all the powers of originally appointed barristers (a). 

446. The revising barrister must in due course notify his 
appointment to the clerk of the county council of every county and 
to the town clerk of every borough for which he is appointed ( 6 ). 

447. Each clerk of a county council must as soon as possible 
send an abstract of the number of persons objected to by the over- 
seers and by other persons in each parish in the county, and the 
town clerk of every borough must send an abstract of the lists of 
claimants and the lists of persons objected to in each parish in the 
borough to the revising barrister, in order that proper time and 
places for holding the courts may be appointed (c). 

Sub-Sect. 2 — 2'he Court, 

448. The revising barrister must, seven {d) days at least before 
the bolding of his first court, give notice to the clerk of the county 

(m) rarliameiitary Voters Ecgistration Act, 184II (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 28. 

(w) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 {45 & 40 Viet. c. 60), s. 103 (6). A 
revising hamster is not eligible to sit in Parliament for any county or borough 
for which he acts for eighteen months from the time of his appointment 
(1 Parliamentary Voters Eegiistiation Act, 1843 (0 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 28). 

(o) Under the Election Commissioners Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 67) ; 
Revising Banisters Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 64), s. 1. 

(p) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (0 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 29. 

(7) Revising Bai-risters Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 53), s. 1. Every revising 
barrister must state, m forwarding his appointment, whether any other barrister 
has been appointed in his place {ibidX 

(r) Alter^ from the 5th (County Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Viet. c. 10), 
B. 10 (3) ). 

(a) Revising Barristers Act, 1886 (49 & 50 Viet. c. 42), s. 2. Their remunera- 
tion is five guineas for every day that they are respectively employed, and three 
guineas a day for expenses, but the maximum amount paid must not exceed 
the amount authorised to be paid to a revising barrister (County Electors Act, 
1888 (61 & 52 Viet. c. 10), s. 9^ 

U>) Parliamentary Voters Re^tration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 31. 

(c) Hid, It is to be observed that there is no provision in the section for 
an abstract of the list of claimants in counties. It appears that in practice a 
tchedule of the number of claimants is sent. 

(d) Altered from ten days (Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viot. c, 16), & 4 (1) ). 
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council in a county, or to the town clerk in a borough, of the times 
and places at which the courts will be held, and of the parishes 
whose lists will be revised at each court (e). The officer concerned 
must give public notice of the times and places (/). 

449 . The revising barrister must hold open courts at all the 
polling places in the county (g) named by the county council (h), and 
at any other places within the county which he thinks expedient (i). 

Where it appears that, for the convenience of the voters in some 
polling district, it is expedient to direct the holding of a court in a 
town near the polling district, although outside the boundary of the 
county, the county council may so direct (k ) . 

Open courts must also be held in boroughs (1). If the barrister, 
in his discretion, deems it expedient to hold his court at different 
times and places in the borough, he must give notice of the times and 
places to the town clerk, who will publish a notice accordingly (m), 
460 . The courts must be held between the 8th September and 
the 12th October, both inclusive, and as soon as possible after 
the 7th September (n). In a county the revising barrister 
must, if practicable, complete the revision of the lists for one 
polling district and send them to the clerk of the county council 
before revising the lists for another polling district (o). The hour 
of holding the courts is in the revising barrister’s discretion (p), 
except that in certain places he is bound to hold at least one evening 
sitting, commencing not earlier than 6 p.m. nor later than 7 p.m., 
and of such duration as he may think reasonable (^). This 
obligation prevails in any borough containing, according to 
the last census, more than 10,000 inhabitants (r), and at any 
place in any county at which the revising barrister is required to 
hold a court, and which is an urban sanitary district containing, 
according to the census, more than 10,000 inhabitants (s). Special 

fe) Parliamentary Voters Kegistratiou Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. c. 18), ss. 32, 33. 
(/) Ibid. By s. 32 tlie cleik of a county council must give notice by 
advertisement in one or more newspapers cii’culating in the county, and must 
send a copy of the notice to the overseers of every parish, requiring them to 
publish it and to attend at the court therein appointed. By s. 33 a town clerk 
must publish a notice on the town hall, and on every church or chapel, or, if 
there be no church, chapel, or town hall, in some public and conspicuous place 
in the borough. 

(y) For the authority charged with the division of the county into polling 
districts, see p. 308, post. For explanation of polling places, see p. 309, post. 
f A) Eepresentation of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 102), s. 34. 
ft) Parliamentary Voters Eegistration Act, 1843 (C & 7 Vict. c. 18), s. 32. 

?A) Eegistration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), s. 4 (4). 
h) Parliamentaiy Voters Eegistration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. c. 18), s. 33. 

(m) Ibid. 

hi) County Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vict. c. 10), s. 6 (1). There appears 
to be no provision as to what is to k»e the result if the levision is not completed 
within the statutory time. But the High Court has j urisdiction to order the 
revising barrister to hold a court after 12th October when necessary {Kent v. 
FittcUl (No. 2), [1908] 2 K. B. 933, C. A.). 

(o) Eegistration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), s. 4 (6). 

(p) On this point see E, v. Soden^ [1896] 1 Q. B. 634, C. A. : E. v. Soden, 
[1897] 1 Q. B. 188. 

(q\ Eevising Barristers Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Vict. c. 70), s. .4 
(r) Ibid. 

{$) Eegistration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), s. 4 (3). It happens in 
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notice, of evening sittings must be published by the clerk of the 
county council or the town clerk in such manner as the revising 
barrister may direct (t). 

451. If a revising barrister is prevented by illness from holding 
a court at any place at the appointed time, he may, by notice in 
writing addressed to the clerk of the county council or the town 
clerk, adjourn the court to some other day named in the notice. 
The officer concerned must give public notice of the adjournment (a). 

The revising barrister, when holding a court, has power to adjourn 
it from time to time, and from place to place, within the same 
county or the same borough, provided that no court is held after 
the 12th October (Ij). A formal adjournment is not necessary (c). 

452. In counties the clerk of the county council must, at the 
opening of the first court held in and for the county, deliver, or cause 
to be delivered, to the revising barrister all the lists of voters for the 
year and the lists of persons objected to, and also one or more 
printed copies of tlie register for the county. The overseers of every 
parish must attend the court held for the revision of the lists for 
their parish, and must deliver to the revising barrister the 
original notices of claim and objection (d), the occupiers and old 
lodger lists and the non-resident list ; the occupiers and lodgers 
objection and claim lists, and tlie parochial electors claim lists made 
out and signed by them ; also all notices of the withdrawal or 
revival of objections received by them (c). 

In boroughs the town clerk and the overseers of any parish, 
and in the City of London the Secondary and the clerks of the 
livery companies, must attend the first court, unless they have 
been respectively required by notice to attend at some other 
court. They must deliver to the barrister the several lists made by 
them respectively and also the original notices of claim and 
objection (J), 

453. All the officers named must, if required, answer upon oath 
all such questions as the revising barrister may put to them, and 
must produce all documents, papers and writings in their possession, 
custody, or power concerning any necessary matter (t/). 

The overseers must produce to the revising barrister (h) all poor 
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piactico llijit in many such jil.ices there is no business to be transacted at the 
evening sitting, but the levising barrister must formally sit within the prescribed 
hours. 

(i) Revising Barristers Act, 1873 (3G & 37 Viet. c. 70), s. 4 ; Registration Act, 
1885 (48 & 4i) Viet. o. 15), s. 4 (3). 

(a) Revising Barristers Act, 1873 (3G & 37 Viet. c. 70), s. 5. 

(bj Parliamentary Voters Regi^lrution Act, 1813 (G & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 41 ; 
Revising Barristers Act, 1873 (3G & 37 Vict. c. 7U), s. 5 ; County Electors Act, 
1888 (51 & 52 Vict. c. 10), s. 6 (1). 

(c) Revising Barristers Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Vict. c. 70), s. 5. 

(d) Parliamentaiy Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. o. 18), s. 31. 

(e) Registration Order, 1875, Sched. II., Instruction 47. 

(/) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. c. 18), s. 35. 

(g) Ibid,, Bs. 34, 35. 

(h) In the case of counties, at the court for the revision of their parish lints 
(Parliamentary Electors Registration Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 58), s. 2S). In 
boroughs at the first court (Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (G & 7 
Vict. c. 18), s. 35. 
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Sect s. rates made for their parish between the 5th January in the last 
Revising past year and the 81st July in the current year (1). 

Barristers. The revising barrister may require the attendance of any overseers 
of a past year, or other person having the custody of any poor rate 
of the current or past year, or any relieving officer (k). 

He may also, by summons, require any person to attend at the 
court and give evidence or produce documents for the purpose of the 
revision (Z). 

All persons, whether claiming or objecting or objected to, and 
all persons whatsoever, may be examined on oath (in) concerning 
relevant matters. 

464. The revising barrister may order any person to be removed 
from his court who interrupts the business or refuses to obey bis 
lawful orders. The chief constable must take care that a police 
officer attend the court daring the sitting to keep order and to 
carry into effect any directions of the revising barrister (n), 

455. At the holding of the courts no party or other person may 
nppear or be attended by counsel (o), even though the latter appear 
^^itlIout fee (20- A political association is a “paity’' within the 
provision (q), 

456. The revising barrister has an inherent right to make rules 
for the regulation of the business of his court, including the power 
to limit the time during which contentious business will be taken (/ ). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — 2V<e Actual Work of Revision, 

Duty of 457. The duty of the revising barrister is to consider the different 

libts (s) and to revise them by giving effect, according to his j udgment, 

(t) Parliamentary Voters Eogistration Act, 1843 (G & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 35 ; 
Parliamentary Electors Registration Act, 1808 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 58), s. 28. 

(/»•) Or in the City of London the chamberlain or liis deputy (Pailiameiitary 
Pilectors Registration Act, 1808 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 58), s. 29; Parliamentary 
Voters Registration Act, 1813 (0 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 35). 

(/) Parliamentary and Municipal Rogistiation Act, 1878 (41 42 Viet. c. 20), 

B. 30 ; Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 15), s. 1. The summons is 
Bcrvod by the police officer in attendance under the County Voters Registration 
Act, 1805 (28 & 29 Viet, c, 30), s. 10. 

{vi) To be administered by the barrister. Raise swearing is, undor the Act, 
deemed to be perjury (Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (0 & 7 Vxct, 
c. 18), s. 41). 

(n) County Voters Registration Act, 1805 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 30), s. 10. In 
Willis V. Maclachlan (1870), 1 Ex. D. 376, where a person who was ordered out 
of court by a revising barrister for alleged misconduct to a voter in a previous 
year was non-suited m a county court action for wrongful expulsion, it was held 
that the non-suit was wrong, the offender not having interrupted on the 
occasion in question. In the course of the argument Bramwell, B , said, at 
p. 381 ; “I incline to think that the County Voters Registration Act, 1805, con- 
fers no additional jurisdiction upon revising barristers whilst they are holding 
their courts ; the only effect of the enactment seems to be to provide an officer 
of police to assist them in maintaining their authority.’^ 

fo) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 41. 

i p) O'Connor v. Nicholson (1891), Fox & S. Reg. 250. 

(</) Ibid, 

\r) R, V. Sodm, [1897] 1 Q. B. 188. 

(j) Including (1) the separate lists of parochial electors, being lists of persons 
•ntitled to vote as parochial electors only in respect of the ownership of property 


Preserving 
order in 
court. 


Counsel 
cannot be 
heard. 


Regulation 
of business. 
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to all regular claims and objections, by correcting mistakes and 2. 

by removing duplicates in the manner to be described (t). He is Revising 
under an obligation throughout his work to consider the admissi- Ba rrist ers, 
bility of evidence whenever it is raised before him. He must not 
accept gossip or hearsay evidence (iv). To this there is one excep- 
tion, to be mentioned later (x). For a particular purpose, to be 
explained in the proper place (y), he may receive something which 
is not evidence ; but that is the exception which proves the rule (z), 

458 . He must correct any mistake which is proved to him to Correction 
have been made in any list(?i). But this is subject to the following ot mistakei. 
modification (a). Where the matter stated in a list (or proved to 
the revising barrister in relation to any alleged right to be on any 
list) is, in his judgment, insufficient in law to constitute a qualifi- 
cation of the nature or description stated, but sufficient in law 
to constitute a qualification of some other nature or description, 
the revising barrister must, if the name is entered in a list for 
which such true qualification in law is appropriate, correct the 
entry by inserting such qualification accordingly, and, in any other 
case, must insert the name, with such qualification, in the 
appropriate list, and must expunge it from the other list, if any, 
in which it is entered (6). 

Whether any person is objected to or not, no evidence is to be 
given of any other qualification than that which is described in the 
list, nor is the revising barrister at liberty to change the description 
of the qualification (c) as it appears in the list, except for the purpose 
of more clearly and accurately defining the same(d). The revising 


within the particular parish ; (2) the lists of ownership claimants, being lists of 
persons claiming to be entitled to have their names entered in the separate 
parochial electors list in respect of tho ownership of property within the 
particular parish ; and (3) lists of claimants (parochial electors list), being lists 
of persons claiming, as parochial electors only, to have their names entered in 
the separate parochial electors list in respect of the occupation of property 
within the particular parish (Local Government Act, 1894 (66 & 57 Viet. c. 73), 
8. 44 ; and Eegistration Order, 1895, interpreted by Ji. v. Nash. [1900] 1 
a B. 103). 

{t) Parliamentary and Municipal Eegistration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 26), 
s. 28. Applied to counties by County Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 10), s. 4. 

(«) Parliamentary and Municipal Eegistration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict, 
c. 20), s. 28 (1). It is to be observed that the power is mandatory, in contra- 
distinction to the permissive power in respect to claims and objections. Tho 
revising barrister is bound by the ordinary rules as to the legal admissibility of 
evidence {Storey v. Bermondsey {Town Cleric)^ [1910] 1 K. B. 203, C. A.). 

(w;) Storey Bermondsey {Town Clerlt)^ swpra, yer Vaughan Williams, L.J., 
at p. 210. 

(a;) See p. 2.^1 ^ post, 

\y) lUd. 

iz) storey v. Bermondsey {Town ClerJc), supra, per Buckley, L.J., at p. 213. 

(aj Smee sub-ss. 1,12, and 13 have to be read together, see note (r), p. 225, post 

(b) Parliamentary and Municipal Eegistration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 26), 

B. 28 (12). 

(c) Compare Beade v. Richards and Oardom (1899), 63 J. P. 759, 

(a) Parhamentary and Municipal Eegistration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 26), 
B. 28 (13). As to what is a sufficient description in a list, see Birlcs v. A Jlison ( 1862), 
13 0. B. (n. 8.) 12, where “ tenant was held to be sufficient description of tho 
qualification of one occupying a farm of sufficient value to confer the franchise. 
Y^liere, in % list of claimants for a county, the claimants qualification was 
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Sect. 2. barrister has therefore power to amend an inaccurate or insufficient 
Revising description of a qualification, but cannot alter the description into 
Barristers, a description of another qualification (e). 

deecn'bed as “£50 occupier,’* and in the fourth column the property was 
described as “Cambridge Road,’* the description was held sufficient {llovntt v. 
Stephens (1858), 5 0. B. (n. S.) 30. But in Burton v. Gery (1847., 6 C. B. 7, it 
was held that one who was on the register as entitled to vote for a county in 
respect of an occupation of land above £50 a year, but who ceased to occupy the 
same land and entered upon the occupation of other land within the twelve 
months next preceding July 31 st, did not “retain the same qualification as 
described in such register ** within 6 & 7 Vict. c. 18, s. 4, although the descrip- 
tion in the register was general and sufficiently large to embiace either occupa- 
tion. In Daniel v. Coulsting (1845), 7 Man. & G. 122, a building calculated to 
be used as a dwelling-house, though not used as such, was held properly 
described as a “ house.” In Daniel v. CampUn (1845), 7 Man. & G. 167, it was 
decided that in a case of joint occupation of a house it is not necessary that 
such joint occupation should be stated in the list provided the value of the 
house is sufficient to qualjfy each occupier. Tindal, O.J., said : “ The princijde 
of Bartlett v. Giihs (1843), 5 Man. & G. 81 (see p. 225, post), is not applicable here” ; 
and Maule, J., said : “ In that case theie was a total absence of any statement as 
to the position of the premises occupied during the time required by the Act. 
The list, ns made out, left an objecting party in the daik, or rather misled him as 
to what the jiromises were which formed the qualification of the voter. In that 
respect there was an unreasonable want of information. ... In the present 
case, though the insertion of the statement suggested would afford some 
convenience, I think the balance of inconvenience is the other way.” Queere, 
whethei “ liouse” sufficiently describes qualification created by the Representation 
of the Pooide Act, 1807 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 102). s. 3 (A’) lend v. Tmuers (1882), Colt. 
310). “ Leasehold house and garden ” is a sufficiout dosei iption of a loaso for life 
of a house and garden [Jones v. Jones (1808), L. R. 4 C. P. 422). In Toivnshend 
V. St. Marylchone Overseers (1871), L. R. 7 0. P. 143, where a voter’s qualifica- 
tion was described as “ d wed ling- house,” and ho proved such joint occupation 
of a dwelling-house as amounted to a qualification in respect of a “house” 
under the Rejueseiitation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), 
68. 27, 29, it was held that amoiuiincnt was unnecessary (followed in Bagley 
V. BnU'lur, [1898] 1 Q. B. 07, wheio the description was “dwelling-house 
joint”). Where the voter w'as desciibed iii column 2 (place of abode) as 
“travelling abroad,” it was held sufficient description (if in accoi dance with 
fact) under s. 40 of the Parliamentary Voteis Registiation Act, 1843 (0 & 7 Vict. 
c. 18) (repealed) [WaUcr v. Payne (1845), 2 C. B. 12). It is a question for the 
revising barrister whether the property clesciibed in the register for a county is 
sufficiently described for the pui*pose of being identified [Wood v. Willesden 
Overseers (18-15), 2 C. B 15). Also see as to sufficiency of descri])tion, Eclcersley 
▼. Barher (18^5), 7 Man. & G. 76 ; Jndson v. Luckett (1840), 2 C. B. 197 ; Coojicr 
V. Ashjkld (1858), 5 0. B. (n. s.) 16; Sherwin v. Whymaii (1873), L. R. 9 C. P. 
213. A voter was entitled to bo registered as a £12 occupier (now £10), and 
was so included in the list. By a printer’s error the sheet on which his name 
appealed was headed “list of peisons entitled to vote in respect of property” 
(this description being applicable to the preceding list) ; there was no evidence 
that anyone was misled. It was held a sufficient publication of this part of the 
list as a £12 list {Mather v. Allendale Overseers (1870), L. R. 6 C. P. 272). See 
also Ballard v. Jlobins (1877), 3 C. P. D. 92. 

(e) Plant v. Potts, [1891] 1 Q. B. 256, 0. A., per Lord Esher, M.R., at p. 262. 
As to the revising barrister’s power of amendment, s. 40 of the Parliamentary 
Voters Registration Act, 1813 (6 & 7 Vict. c. 11), in which his powers were 
defined, has been repealed and replaced by the 1‘ailiamontary and Municipal 
Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 26), s. 28, but the law does not appear 
to have been altered materially, though some doubt existed as to the reference 
of the words “except as herein provided” in sub-s. 13. Foskett y, Kaufman 
(1885), 16 Q. B. D. 279, 0. A., seems to have settled that the law is sub* 
•tantially as befoi-e with the addition of the power of making a declaration 
Wider 8. 24. In Foehett y. Kaufman, supra, the nature of the proposed voter’s 
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But where a person, other than an ownership voter, has made Sect. %, 

Bevlsing 

, ~ Barristers, 

qualification appeared on the list as “ dwelling-house,” and the name of the — 
qualifying property was described as 5, Victoria Cottages. He had in fact 
occupied two dwelling-houses in succession during the period of qualification— 

High Street, Wapping, and 6, Victoria Cottages. It was held that the power of 
amendment given by sub- a. 1 of s. 28 of the Parliamentary and Municipal 
Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 26) (enacting that the barrister shall 
coiTect any mistake proved to him to have boon made in a list), is limited by 
Bub-8. 13 except when a declaration had been made under s. 24. But see the 
Ii ish case, McLaughlin v. Swan, [1909] 2 1. R. 48, C. A. In Plant v. Potts, supra, it 
was held that the barrister has no power to amend the description of the nature 
of the qualification in the third column by altering “ freehold Wuse ” to ” lease- 
hold house.” Vaughan Williams, J., said, at p. 259 : “ We should be following 
Foskett V. Kaufman, suf^a, if we were to hold that the power of amendment 
under sub-s. 12 is subject to the limitation which the Court of Appeal then 
held applied under sub-s. 1, and that the power therefore can only be exercised 
under sub-s. 12 in cases in which there has been a declaration pursuant to 
B. 24.” Lord Esher, M.R., said, at p. 261 ; “ In Fosleit v. Kaufman, supra, as I 
understand that decision, it was hold that in a case like the present if sub-s. 12 
stood alone without any limitation being placed upon the powers there given 
that sub-section would have given the revising barrister power to make 
the alteration now contended for; but that sub-ss. 12 and 13 must be rend 
together, and that sub-s. 13 was a proviso by way of exception on sub-s. 12 ; 
that therefore the effect of reading the two sub-sections together was that 
although the revising barrister might by viitue of sub-s. 12 have the power to 
amend an inaccurate or insufiiciont description of the qualification as described 
in the thiid column, yet, if the description in that column did sufficiently and 
uccuratoly describe a qualification known to the law, then by virtue of the 
jiioviso the revising barrister would have no power to alter that sufficient 
description into a sufficient dosciiption of another qualification ; in other words, 
a revising banister can only amend an insufficient description of tho qualifica- 
tion, but cannot alter the desciiption into a description of another qualification.” 

The earlier cases seem, therefore, to be in point, as well as the later. 

In Bartlett v. Oihhs (1813), 5 Man. & O. 81, where in the case of a successive 
occupation only the promises occupied at tho time of the making of the list were 
inserted, it was hold that tho revising barrister had no power to amend 
(followed in Onions v. Bawdier (1847), 5 C. B. Go); see also Nk hulls v. Bultver 
n870), L. R. 6 C. P. 281. In the following cases it was held that the revising 
banister had power to amend: Where tho voter’s place of abode was untruly 
stated on the list (Lucketty, Knowles (1815), 2 C. B. 187) ; a wrong street number 
of a house in tho desciiption of the qualifying property [Uendley. Watson (1871), 

L. R. 7 0. P. 16 i); where the qualification was described as “house” in the 
third column and the voter had in fact occupied a dwelling-house under tho 
value of £l0 clear yeaily value [Friend v. Towers (1882), Colt. 310) ; where in 
the case of a successive occupation the descriptions of only two houses instead 
of throe actually occupied were given [Ford v. Hoar (1884), 14 Q. B. D. 507. 

But on this aiso and Lynch v. Wheatley (1884), 14 Q. B. D. 604, see Foskett v, 

Kaufman, supi'a). The principle seems to be that, if from reading both columns 
together it is clear that succession was intended to be claimed, column 3 only 
can be amended ; but if from reading both together it is clear that succession 
was not intended to be claimed, column 3 cannot be amended in the absence of 
s “ declaration.” 

In Minifie v. Banger (18851, 16 Q. B. D. 302, 0. A., the nature of the qualifi- 
cation (of less annual value tnan £10) was described os “ tenement and garden,” 
and the qualifying property as “ School-yard.” The qualification of thirty- throe 
other voters was so described. Tho qualifying property in two of the cases was 
described as ” School-yard,” in five as ‘‘ Oat Lane,” in three as “High Street,” 
and in five as “ Bridge.” It was held that taking all the cases together tho 
revising barrister might consider that “ tenement and garden ” was intended to 
describe “ dwelling-house,” and that he had power to strike out the words “ and 
garden ” and insert “dwelling-house” before “tenement.” Similarly Daahwood 
T. Ayles (1885), 16 Q. B. D. 295, 0 A. Amendment may also be made in the 
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Sw3T. 1 the declaration previously mentioned (/) as to the incorrect state- 
Revising ment of the nature of his qualification or as to any other error or 
Banisters, omission in a list, any alteration required by such declaration may 
be made (g). The declaration, however, must have been sent to the 
town clerk or the clerk of the peace within the statutory time (h), 
and the revising barrister may admit evidence contradicting a 
declaration of misdescription (i). In the case of an ownership 
voter where, having discovered that there is a mistake in the descrip- 
tion of his qualification, he has sent in a fresh claim with the right 
qualification, the necessary alteration must be made (A). 

caso of incorrect description of voter’s place of abode if the result of a mistake 
and given bond fide {Stmtter v. liodei'icJe {Bari 67^8 Case) (1805), 1 Smith, lleg. 
Cas. 36; followed in Green v. Wanklyii, [lOOG] 1 K. 13. 304 (amendment of 
omission of one of voter^s Christian names) ). Also where in a claim to bo on 
the old lodgers list the name of the parliamentary borough is omitted (claimant 
stating in his declaration that ho was on the register for the “said pailia- 
mentary borough”) {Treadgold v. Orantlunn {Town ClerJc)y [1805] 1 Q. B. 103). 
In Soutter v. llodericlcy [1800] 1 Q. B. 91, where one who claimed to bo on the list 
of occupiers described the nature of his qualification as “ dwolling-houso” and 
the qualifying propeiiy in column 4 as “09, Richmond Road, Stain fold Ilill ; 
3, llamilton Square,” and it was proved that the claimant had occupied the two 
houses in immediate succession for the qualifying poiiod, it was held that, under 
the Registration Order, 1895, Sched. II., Bart I., 19 (i) fb), the qualilication should 
have been stated as “ dwelling-house (successive),” out that the barrister had 
power under the Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 
Viet. c. 26), s. 28 (13), to make such change in the description of the claim as 
might “ bo necessary for the purpose of moie clearly and accuiately defining the 
same.” Vauquan Williams, J., at p. 98, in this case disbonted fiom the 
proposition that where the description of the claim is equally ajiplicable to one 
qualification as to another, the revising barrister has power to nmond or ought 
to amend. Other cases as to amendment are Birka v. Allison (1862), 13 0. B. 
(N. s.) 12; IJowitt V. Stephens (1858), 5 0. B. (.v. 8.) 30; Cooper v. Ashfield 
(1858), 6 0. B. (n. 8.) 16; Elliot v. <8. Jl/ar?/ Withiny Carhsle Orersm'S 0847), 
4 0. B. 76; Smith v. Woolalon (1878), 4 0. P. D. 73 ; Nagle v. Campk//, [1896] 
2 I. R. 326, C. A. 

(/) P. 208, ante. 

{g) Under the Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 
Vict. c. 26), 8. 24, not applicable to ownership voters (Registration Act, 1885 
(48 & 49 Viet. c. 15), s. 1(2)). See Goodrich v. Great Gn/nsbg {'Town Chrl), 
[1002] 1 K. B. 301, dissenting from Lordy. FoXy [1892] 1 Q. B. 199. Loid 
Alveustone, C.J., in Goodrich v. Great Grimsby {'Town Clerk)y auprOy said, at p. 
304 : “If Lord v. Fox is on authority against anything that I am now sajdng, 
I can only say that it is inconsistent with the view taken by the Court of Appeal 
in FosJeett v. Kau/ma7i, But it is important to observe that in Lord v. Fox the 
point as to the effect of the declaration was not brought prominently to the 
attention of the coux’t.” 

(7t) Baking v. Fraser (1885), 16 Q. B. D. 252. 

(i) 'Tranior v. Starbucfc (1893), Pox & S. Reg. 340. 

(A) Under the Parliamentary Voters R eg’ stiation Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. c. IS), 
6. 4, see p. 206, ante. In Plant y. PottSy [1891] 1 Q. B. 256, 0. A., Lord Esukr, M.R., 
said, at p. 263, after poinbng out that s. 24 is not to be read into the Registration 
Act, 1885: “ How then are we to read sub-ss. 12, 13 of the Pailiamentary and 
Municipal Regmtration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 26), s. 28, into the Act of 
1885 ? Beginning with sub-s. 12 it will bo read in exactly the same manner as 
in the former Act as giving certain powers of amendment; but sub-s. 13 is 
introduced by the words ‘except as herein provided,* which, reading the sub- 
•ection as written into the Act of 1885, mean except as provided m the Act 
of 1886. I think that s. 24 is neither directly nor inJii-ectly brought into the 
Act of 1885 for the purpose of the revision of the ownership bsts. ... It is 
possible, however, that sub-s. 13 may be applicable to the revision of the 
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459. The revising barrister may correct any mistake which is 
proved to him to have been made in any claim ( 1 ), It is to be 
noted that in the case of claims the power is permissive and 
discretionary; and also that it is limited, as is the power to amend 
the lists by the proviso that any correction made must not change 
the description of the qualification ( 1 ). 


ownership lists in the following way. The Registration Acts passed before 1885 
are to be read with the Act of 1885 except where it is obvious that they are not 
to bo so read, and thcrofoie there is to be read into the later Act the pro\ision in 
the Act of 1843, giving power to a voter who is upon the register, or who has 
sent in a claim to the overseers and who discovers before it is too late that there 
is a mistake in the dosciiption of his qualification, to send in a fresh claim with 
the right qualification. In such a case both claims are before the revising bairister, 
who does not alter the description, but strikes out the bad claim and retains 
the good. This is the only interpretation which I am able to give to sub-s. 13, 
it either has no meaning or it applies to the making of an entirely new claim under 
such circumstances as 1 have suggested.” 

(/) rarliamentarv and Municipal Registrafion Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet c. 26), 
8. 28 (2). There is no misdescription in a claim by joint occupiers when one 
of them is alieady on the list in respect of the same premises {Druitt v. Oosslinj 
(1888), 58 L. J. (q. b.) 109). Where overseers have acted on a notice of claim 
(ownership) by inserting the claimant’s name in their list under s. 5 of the Parlia- 
mentary Voters Registiation Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict c. 18), it is not competent to the 
rciising bnirister to niquiio whether its foim is in compliance with the statute 
(Danes v. Hophins (1857), 3 0. R. (n. s.) 370 ; followed in Leonard v. Alloway% 
(1878), 2 Hop. & Colt. 411). Wheie tnero is an inaccuracy in the description 
of the qualification, the revising barrister should treat the notice as sufficient 
provided the mistake or misdescription is such as would have been amendable 
if in a list of voters (Kadeti v. Cooper (1851), 11 C. B. 18). “House” is 
Rufficiont description of aii occupier’s qualification in a borough wheie free- 
holders as well as occupieis have the franchise [Ford v. Boon (1871),L. R. 7 C. P. 
150). WiLLES, J., said, at p. 155 : “ But further after our decision in Townshend 
V. I6t. Marylehone Overseers (1871), L. R. 7 C, P. 1-13, it must now be taken 
to be tho law that if there bo a description of a qualification which is sufficient 
when tho claim to vote is in respect of the annual value of £10, and that 
description is such as to fall under some other qualification — as for instance, 
a qualification in respect of a dwelling-house under the Representation of 
tho Pooplo Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102), the person who makes tho claim 
may prove his qualification in respect of the genus ‘ house ’ under s. 27 of the 
Representation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), or in lospect of 
the species ‘ dwelling-house ’ under tho Representation of tho People Act, 
1867 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 102). So I should be disposed to go that length hero, 
and hold that whoro a man claims in respect of a ‘ house * in a city or 
borough where there are freehold voters ho may sustain that claim by show- 
ing either that he occupies a house of the annual value of £10, or that ho 
has a fieohold house of sufficient value.” In Hitchins v. Brown (1845), 2 C. B. 25, 
“ house ” was held to be sufficient description of tho nature of tho qualification, 
if the whole qualification were accurately described in tho fourth column. Where 
a claim purporting to be signed by the claimant was accepted and published 
by the ovoi seers, and the barrister, though satisfied as to the qualification, was 
not satisfied that the claim camo from tho claimant himself, it was held that 
the barrister was justified in disallowing tho claim and refusing to state % 
case (Re SaJe (1880), Colt 152) ; and soe Flounders v. Donner (1846), 2 0. B 63; 
see also Firth v. Wtddicomhs (1871), L. R. 7 0. P. 172. It appears that joint 
occupation need not be stated {Daniel y. Camplin (1845), 7 Man. & G. 167). As 
to where tho revising barrister may amend, the principle of Foskett v. Kaufman 
(1885), 16 Q. B. D. 279, 0. A., applies. 

In Hurcum v. Jlilleary^ [18941 1 Q. B. 579, 0. A., following BartUtt v. Oihh% 
(1843), 6 Man. & G. 81, and Fo^U y. Kaufman^ supra^ it was held that wher^ 
a claimant stated the nature of his qualification as “ dwelling-house successiye,** 
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The revising barrister need not insert in any list of voters for a 
parish in a county or borough the names of the claimants for that 
list, but may revise the list of claimants itself in like manner as if it 
were a list of voters, and sign it as so revised and deliver it to the 
clerk of the county council or town clerk, who must insert in their 
proper place the names of persons nppearing from the revised list 
to be entitled to vote (m). 

460. In the case of claimants for the ownership franchise 
where once the name is on the published list of claimants, proof of 
due notice of claim is unnecessary (n). 

In the case of claimants for the occupation franchise it is other- 
V ise. If any person who has given to the overseers due notice of 
his claim to have his name inserted in the list of occupation voters 
has been omitted by the overseers from the list, the revising bar- 
rister may, upon the revision of the list, insert the name, if it is 
proved to his satisfaction that such person gave due notice of his 
claim to the overseers, and that he was entitled on the last 15th 
July to be inserted in the list(o). 

In the case of claimants for the lodger franchise, the proof of 
duo notice of claim is an essential part of the qualilicaion, and 
forms the principal part of the proof of the claim itself ( 2 >). 

461. The law as to tho burden of pioof of claims is also 
dilTercnt in the cases of the different kinds of franchise. 

Claimants for the ownership franchise whose names appear upon 
tho published lists of claimants need not, in the absence of 2 mmil 


and m llie fourth column dcsciibed two liouscs, whereas he had only lived in 
one during the whole qualifying peiiod, tho revising bairislcr had no power to 
amend. In Flounders v. Donner (1846), 2 0. B. 63, it was held that in a sneces- 
Bive occupation tho street numbers of both houses must bo stated; hut semhlc, the 
banister has j)owcr to amend. And in the case of a similar omission, wheie the 
number was supplied to the satisfaction of the revising banister, it was held that 
he might amend {Harlow v. Mamford (1886), L. 11. 2 C. P. 81) ; and see Kitchen 
V. Johnson^ [1899] 1 Q. B. 95. As to loclgci claim amendments, the omissions 
of a lodger claimant to state tho amount of rent paid and the address of his 
landlord are not mistakes in a list but in a claim within sub-s. 2 of s. 28 of the 
Purl ia mental y and Municipal Begistration Act, 1878 (41 42 Viet. c. 26), 

and the barnstei’s power to amend is discretionary {VieJeard v. Uaijlis (1879), 
6 C. P. D. 235). Tho ban ister may correct the omission of one claiming as sole 
tenant of lodgings to stiike out the words [“ or as joint tenant ”] in the form 
(Aivsley v. Nicholson (1889), 24 Q. B. D. 144). And where a claimant stated that 
no had occujued lodgings partly as solo and paitly as joint tenant, it was held 
an amendable mistake {II, v. McKillary [1893] 1 Q. B. 121). Tho bairister may 
correct an old lodger’s omission to state that he is on the register for tho parlia- 
mental y borough in respect of the same lodgings and desires to have his name 
inseiled in tho old lodger lists {Francis v. Mttcalfe (1896), 75 L. T. 380), Other 
cases on amendments are Nitholls v. Bulwer (1870), L. It. 6 0. P. 281 ; Tread* 
gold V. Qrantham {Town Clerk) (1894), 64 L. J. (Q. B.) 29 ; Sautter v. Roderick, 
[1896] 1 Q. B. 91 ; Ford v. Boon (1871), L. R. 7 0. P. loO; Jlitchins v. Brown 
(1845), 2 C. B. 25 ; see also Smith v. Chandler (1888), 22 Q. B. D. 208. 

{m) Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 15), 8. 4 (5). 

(n) Leonard v. AUoiuays (1878), 2 Hop. & Colt. 411; confirming HaitM v. 
Boykins (1857), 3 0. B. (n. 8.) 376. See p. 205, ante, 

(o) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. IS), ss. 37, 38. 
The hamster should revise the lists of occupier and lodger claims, although 
published late by the overseers (TFcZ/s v. Stanforth (1885), 16 Q. B. D. 244). 

(p) See Ilersant v. liaise (1886), 18 Q. B. D. 412, and infra. 
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facie evidence of an objection, prove their claims at all (q), because 
that published list, together with the copy of last year’s register, 
with the overseers’ marginal additions, is deemed to be the list of 
voters of the parish or township under consideration (r). 

Claimants for any of the occupation franchises must prove not 
only that they gave due notice of their claims, but also that they 
were entitled on the 15th July last to be inserted in the list of 
voters (s). 

Claimants for the lodger franchise must prove their claims ; but 
if they duly prove, whether present in person or not (t), that their 
notices were given, with the prescribed declarations annexed 
thereto, in such cases the declarations are primd facie evidence of 
their qualification (a). The notices of claim and declarations must 
be made in due form, and very slight irregularities have sufficed to 
invalidate the claims (6). 

462. Any person whose name is on any list of voters may 
oppose the claim of any person omitted from any list for the same 
county, city, or borough. Such person intending to oppose any 
such claim must, in the court held for the revision of the list 
concerned, and before the hearing of the claim, give notice in 
writing to the revising barrister of his intention to oppose the 
claim, and must thereupon be admitted to oppose it, by evidence or 
otherwise, without any previous or other notice. He will have the 
same rights, powers, and liabilities as to costs, appeal, and other 
matters as any person who has duly objected to the name of any 
other person being retained on any list of voters, and who appears 
and proves the requisite notices (c). 


Davies v. Hopkins (1857), 3 0. D (N. s.) 376. 

fr) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 6. 

(s) Ihid.f ss. 37, 38 ; Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1873 
(41 & 42 Viet. c. 2(5), s. 7. See lie Sale (1880), 60 L. J. (q. b.) 113 ; lioulaton v. 
KerJin, [lOOS] 2 1. R. 335, C. A. 

{t) In Jenkins v. Orocottj [1904] 1 K. B. 374, it was held that the attendance 
of the claimant in person could not be made by the revising banister a condition 
of the claim being allowed. 

(а) Parbamontary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 26), 
6 23. As to evidence, see Major v. Shrewsbury {Town Clerk), [1900] 1 K. B. 
348. 

(б) Hersant v. Halse (1886), 18 Q. B. T>. 412 ; Jotm v. Kent (1888), 22 Q. B. D. 

204 ; Smith v. Chandler (1888), 22 (i. B. I). 208 ; body v. Jlalse (1891), 61 L. J. 
(q. b.) 67; Cullen v. Patterson (1885), 18 L. R. Ir. 274, 0. A. ; HanhidqeY, 
Beveridge (1889), 26 L. R. Ir. 423, 0. A. ; Jones v. Beveridge 20 L. R Ir. 

382, 0. A. ; Campbell v. Chambers (1887), 22 L. R. Ir. 460, 0, A. The decision 
in Davies v. Hopkins (1857), 3 C. B. (n. s.) 376, has no bearing on revision as 
regards lodger claimants {per Lord Coleridge, C.J., in Jones v. Kent, supra). 
In Smith v. Chandler, supra, the revising barrister refused to give effect to the 
lodger’s notice of claim on the ground that the witness had not given the 
date upon wMch he had attested the claim, and had in this respect failed 
to follow the prescribed form in a material particular, and had done this 
deliberately. The court held that such a deliberate failure to comply with 
the form in a material particular was fatal to the claim. The revising 
barrister has, however, full powers of amendment where the error is not 
deliberate, or where it does not relate to a material particular. See Parlia- 
mentary and MunicipM Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 26), s. 28, and 
p. 227, ante, 

(c) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. o. 18), s. 39 ; 
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Sect. 2. 463. The revising barrister may correct any mistake proved to 

Revising him to have been made in any notice of objection. The statement, 
Barristers, however, of a ground of objection wholly different to the real ground 
Correction of objection is not a “ mistake” within this provision ; and it must 
notice of appear that the mistake has not misled anyone {d). 
objection. Every separate ground of objection must be treated by the 
revising barrister as a separate objection {e). In cases where the 
grounds of objection are required to be given (/), the person 
objected to cannot be required to give evidence in support of his 
right, except in so far as such right is called in question by those 
grounds (y). 

Proof in 464. If the objector appears the revising barrister must require 

objlKion* him, unless he is an overseer (It), to prove that he gave the notices 


lodger claimants are included by the Bopresenfation of tho People Act, 1807 
(30 & 31 Viet. c. 102), 8. 30; Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 15), s. 1. 
The same piinciplo applies to county electors and burgesses (County Electors 
Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vict. c. 10), s. 4). 

(rf) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 20), 
8. 28 (2). Tho sufficiency of the description of tho objector’s place of abodo is a 
question of fact for tho revising barrister, wbo should, if necessary, hear evidence 
{Jonea v. Pritchard (18GSJ, L. R. 4 0. P. 414). As to what amendments may be 
made: — A notice of objection served on a freeman stated as tho ground of 
objection, “ That you do not reside at 12, Clifton Sticct, Norwich.” Tho leal 
ground was that he had not resided for tho qualifying period in Norwich or 
within seven miles thoieof. Tho objection was hold bad; and the defect not 
being a “mistake” within tho Parliamentary and Municipal Registiation Act, 
1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 28), s. 28 (2), there was no power to amend {Itridgea v. MtUer 
(1887), 20 Q. 13. D. 287). In the following eases it was held that amendment 
might bo mado : — Whoro an objector omitted to state that ho was on the “ par- 
liamentary ” list {James y.IIowaith (1879), 5 C. 1’. 1). 225). Where an objector 
desenbod himself as “on the list of parliamentaiy voters for tho parish of 
Horsham,” and omitted to give his place of abode, and the barrister found that 
no one had been misled {Adams v. linstock (1881), 8 Q. 13. D. 259). Where a 
notice of objection tto overseers) was to names m the “ Blockhouse list” of 
voters, “ division I.,” in tho city of Worccbter, and there were two distinct 
franchise lists in the Blockhouse in addition to the list to which tlie objection 
reforied, but tho latter was the only list mado out in divisions, it was held that 
tho notice was in substantial compliance with the note to Eorm I. in the 
schedule to tho Parliamentary and Municipal Registiation Act, 1878 (41 & 42 
Vict. c. 20) {Uulleny. Southall (1884), 15 Q. B. D. 4GI, followed in I/ai tley v. Hahe 
(1888), 22 U. B. D. 200). ^Vhere the name of the voter’s paiish was omitted in 
the notice {Sand/vrd v, Beal (1895), 65 L. J. (o. B.) 73). Wheio an objector 
misstated his place of abode, no one being misled {Prescott v. Lee, [1899] 2 Q. B. 
273, 0. A.). As to proof of objections, see infra. 

{e) County Voteis Registration Act, 1805 (28 & 29 Vict. c. 36), s. 8; Par- 
liamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 26), s. 26. 

(/) I.e., in all cases of objections to occupiers and ownership voters already 
on the register (County Voters Registration Act, 1805 (28 & 29 Vict. c. 36), 
B. 6 ; Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 26), 
0 . 26) ; see p. 213, ante. 

{g) County Voters Registration Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 36), s. 7 ; Par- 
liamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 26), s. 26. 

{h) This exception appears to be intended to refer to tho case of an overseer 
who has put “ obiectcd ” against a name in tho extract of last year’s (ownership) 
register or the lodgers lists. But the words are wider, and it has been contended 
that an overseer may object without notice to his own (occupation) list, e.g.f 
where he has been deceive into putting a name on such list. There seems to 
be no authority upon this point, and tho practice of revisers has differed. 
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of objection (0 required by law, and to give primA facie proof of the 
ground of objection (/c), and for that purpose he may himself 
examine and allow the objector to examine the overseers, or any 
other person, on oath, touching the alleged ground of objection, and 
unless such proof is given to his satisfaction, must (subject to the 
observance of all other legal requirements) retain the name of the 
person objected to (1). 

An objection made in accordance with their statutory powers by 
overseers is deemed to cast upon the person objected to the burden 
of proving his right to be on the list (?u), provided that the overseers 
appear themselves, or by some one on their behalf (?i). 

The primCi facie proof is deemed to be given by the objector if it 
is shown to the satisfaction of the revising barrister, by evidence, 
repute, or otherwise (o), that there is reasonable ground for believing 
that the objection is well founded, and that by reason of the person 
objected to not being present for examination, or for some other 
reason, the objector is prevented from discovering or proving tha 
truth respecting the entry objected to(p). 


In Cartwright v. Shrewslmry {Town Cleik\ [1909] 2 K. B. 1G9, Jelf, J., said, 
at p. 182 : “ With regard to an objection made by an overseer, there are only 
two conditions to bo complied with before the person objected to is called upon 
to defend his right to be registered — first, the overseer must make an objection, 
and secondly, ho must appear before the revising barrister either by himself, or 
by some person on his behalf, in suppoit of his objection.” But this was in 
reference to the lodgers list. 

(i) Which may bo done by production of stamped duplicate, as provided by 
8. 100 of the Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1813 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18) ; 
SCO p. 214, (t}Lie. 

(/.) Kent V. FiLlall (No. 2), [1908] 2 K. B. 933, 0. A. It is not a good ground 
of objection to a person that another person’s name has been retained on 
the list in respect of the same qualifying preiriibes {]Var)en v. .3/if (1894), 
71 L. T. 731). 

(/) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 20), 
s. 28 (10). See It. v. Soden^ [1897] 1 Q. B, 188, and It. v. JSoden, [1890] 1 Q. B. 
031, C. A. 

(m) Parliamentary and Municipal Registiation Act, 1878(41 & 42 Viet. c. 26), 
B. 28 (10) ; Registration Act, 1880 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), s. 1. 

( 7 i) Cartwright v. Shrewshuri/ {Town Clerh), supra. 

(o) In Douglas v. Sniith, [1907] 1 K. B. 120, it was shown where a claimant 
Bought to bo registered as an “inhabited occupier” — (1) that the house part 
of which was said to ho separately occupied was itself an ordinary dwelling- 
house ; (2) that the landlord to whom rent was paid resided in the house ; 
(3) and was rated for the house as a sexiarato tenement It was hold that these 
facts constituted evidence, on which the barrister might decide that thcio was 
primd facie proof. But such facts are not of themselves as a matter of law prtmd 
facie pioof {It. v. Re//, Ex parte Kent (1007), 24 T. L. R. 00 (and boo ihid* 
200), where it was held that the question is ontiroly for the revising barrister. 
PuiLLiMOUE, J., quoting Douglas y. Smith, supra, said: “It is always a 
question of fact for the levising barrister. If it is a question of fact for the 
1 ovising barrister, there must bo an inquiry into the facts or ho must bo sufficiently 
infoimed to know whether there is sufficient primd facie proof.”) The provision 
as to primd facie proof only applies to the objector and not to the person objected 
to. It is not competent to the revising bai-rister to hear evidence of repute to 
rebut the objection {Kent v. Vitiall (No. 2), supra). The evidence on behalf of 
the person objected to must be strict legal evidence and must relate directly to 
the particular case {Kent v. Eiitall (No. 3), [1909] 1 K. B. 215). 

(p) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 20), 
•. 2S (10) ; Registration Act, 1885 (18 & 49 Vict. c. 15), s. 1. 
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Elections. 

If such proof is given by the objector, or if the objection is by 
overseers, then, unless the person objected to appears himself, or 
by some person on his behalf, and establishes by proof at law and 
not merely by evidence of repute (q), that he was entitled on the 
last 15 th July to have his name inserted in the list in respect of 
the qualification described in it, the revising barrister must expunge 
the name (r). 

The revising barrister, if in his opinion the evidence given in 
support of the objection outweighs the pnmd facie evidence of the 
claim given by the declaration of a lodger annexed to his notice of 
claim, may and should give effect to that opinion and disallow the 
vote (a). 

465. The revising barrister must determine any claims and 
objections respecting the corrupt practices list, and must revise the 
list in like manner as nearly as circumstances admit as in the case 
of other claims and objections and of any list of voters (&). 

AVhere it appears to him that a person not named in the corrupt 
practices list is subject to have his name inserted in it he must 
(whether or not an objection to the omission has been made), after 
giving the person an opportunity to show cause to the contrary, 
insert his name in the list and expunge it from any list of voters (c). 
The revising barrister must determine only whether a person is 
incapacitated by conviction or by the report of any election court 
or commissioners, and not whether a person has or has not been 
guilty of any corrupt or illegal practice (d). 

466. The revising barrister must expunge the name of every 
person, whether objected to or not, whose qualification as stated in 
any list is insufficient in law to entitle such person to be included 
therein (e ) ; but unless properly objected to he has no power to 
expunge a name if the qualification be good on the face of it(/). 

467. He must expunge the name of every person who, whether 
objected to or not, is proved to him to be dead (//). 

Again, when any entry in any list and an entry in a return of 
deaths made to the overseers appear to relate to the same person, the 


{q) Kent y, Vittdll (No. 2), [1908] 2 K. B. 933, C. K.yjper Buckley, L J., at 
pp. 947, 948. Compare also Storey v. Bermondsey [Town (Jlerk)^ [1910] 1 K. B. 
2U3, and see p. 223, ante, 

(r) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 26), 
fi. 28 (11). Where two revising haiTisteis had been appointed for the same 
district, and one of them had expunged a name, it was held that the other had 
no power to restore it in the absence of the objector (Blain v. r%lktnnton (1804), 
IS C. B. (N. 8.) 6). 

(ri) Jenkins v. OrocoU^ [1904] 1 E, B. 374. 

(i) Corrupt and Illegal Piacticos Pievention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. o. 61), 
B. 39 (5). 

(c) lUd,, B. 39 (G). 

fd) lUd., 8. 39 (7). 

(e) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 &42 Viet. c. 26), 
•. 28 (3). 

(/) Smith V. James (1865), L. R. 1 0. P. 138. 

{q) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. o. 26), 
B. 28 (4). As to registrar’s returna to overseers, see p. 198, ante. 
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revising barrister must inquire whether such entries relate to the 
same person, and on proof being made to him that they do, he must 
expunge the entry in the list (/i). 

468 . He must also expunge the name of every person, whether 
objected to or not, whose name or place of abode, or the nature of 
whose qualification, or the name or situation of whose qualifying 
property, if the qualification is in respect of property, or with 
respect to whom any other particulars required to be stated in the 
list, is or are either wholly omitted or in the judgment of the 
revising barrister insufficiently described for the purpose of being 
identified (t), unless the matter or matters so omitted be supplied 
to his satisfaction before he has completed the revision of the list 
in which the omission or insufficient description occurs, and in case 
such matter or matters are so supplied he must then and there 
insert the same in such list (k), 

469 . He must expunge the name of every person, whether 
objected to or not, where it is proved to him that such person 
was on the last day of July then next preceding incapacitated by 
any law or statute from voting for the county or borough to which 
tlie list relates {1). By persona incapacitated by law or statute are 
meant persons who from some inherent or for the time being 
irremovable quality in themselves have not, either by prohibition 
of statutes or at common law, the status of electors. Such for 
example are peers, women (in parliamentary elections), persons 
holding certain offices or employments the subjects of statutory 
prohibitions, and persons convicted of crimes which disqualify them 
from voting (m). The receipt of parochial relief, non-residence 
within the proper distance of the borough, non-occupation, insufficient 
qualification, are not within the meaning of the expression (n). 


(//) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 20), 

B. 28 (o). 

(t) It is a question for tho revising bamster whether the property described 
in the register is siifTiciently described for idontili cation (U'ood v. WtUesden 
Orerseers (1845), 2 0. B. 15; see also EcJcersley v. Barker (1845), 7 Man. & O. 76; 
Walker v. Bayne (1845), 2 C. B. 12. In the last case it was hold that “ travelling 
abroad’’ is a sufficient description of the place of abode if it tiuly represents the 
facts). 

{k) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Yict. c. 2C), 
B. 28 (6). 

(f) lUd.t 8. 28 (7); Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 15), s. 1. 

(w) See pp. 139, 145, 182—184, ante, 

(n) Stowe V. Jolliffe (1874), L. R. 9 0. P. 734, per Lord Coleridge, C.J., at 

р. 750. This case was decided on s. 7 of the Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. 

с. 33), on another point, but was followed in Hayward v. Scott (1879), 6 0. P, D. 
231, where it was held that “ incapacity ” in sub-s. 7 of s. 28 of the Parlia- 
mentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 26), means such 
incapacities as those mentioned in Stowe v. JolUff'e^ supra, not a mere temporary 
disqualification by reason of the receipt of parochial relief during the qualifying 
period, consequently that tho revising barrister was not bound to expunge the 
name of a person who had been in the receipt of such relief. Cases on disqu^- 
fication are Kennedy v. Buchanan, [1903] 2 1. R. 484, 0. A. ; Ash v. Ntchdl^ 
[1905] 1 E. B. 139 ; Beauchamp {Earl) v. Madresjield (1872), L. R. 8 0. P. 246; 
Brism {Marquis) V. Rccfc (1907), 71 J. P. 99; Kirkhouse v. BlaJeeway, [1902] 1 
K. B. 306. 
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470. Before expunging from a list the name of any person not 
objected to the revising barrister must cause such notice, if any, as 
appears to him proper or necessary under the circumstances of the 
proposal to expunge the name to be given to or left at the usual or 
last known place of abode of such person (o). 

471. Subject to these provisions the revising barrister must 
retain the name of every person not objected to, and also of every 
person objected to, unless the objector appears by himself or by 
some person on his behalf in support of his objection 

472. Where the name of a person appears to be entered more 
than once as a parliamentary voter on the list for the same parlia- 
mentary county (q) or the same parliamentary borough (?'), or more 
than once as a county elector (s) or burgess (a), the revising barrister 
must inquire whether such entries relate to the same person, and 
on proof being made to him that they do so must retain one of 
the entries for voting (b), and place against the other, if the person 
is entitled to vote in respect of that entry as a county elector or 
burgess, a mark signifying that his name should be printed in 
division III. of the list, or if he is entitled to vote only as a 
parochial elector a mark signifying that he is entitled to be 
registered as a parochial elector (c). 


(o) PaiHamentary and Municipal RegiHtration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 20), 
f. 28 (M; llogistratiou Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), s. 1. 

(p) rarliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 20), 
6. 28 (9); Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), s. 1. In /^. v. Soc/e/f, 
[1897] 1 Q. B. 188, the revising barrister had given notice that the lists would 
ho closed at a certain sitting of the revision couit. After the sitting the 
revising barrister declared the lists closed. A voter had been objected to. Ilia 
agent and the objector were present throughout the sittings. On the next day 
the revising banister allowed the objector to prove service and givoprimr/ facie 
proof of his objection, hut refused to allow the voter to give evidence on the 
ground that the lists were closed. It Mas held that the barrister was justified 
notwithstanding sub-ss. 0, 10 of s. 28 of the Act. See also It. v. Suden, [1890] 
1 Q. B. 634 , 0. A. 

{q) Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), b. 4 (9), (a). 

(r) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 2G), 
i. 28 (14). 

(s) County Electors Act, 1888(51 & 52 Vict. c. 10), s. 7 (5). Though a person 
he registered in more than one county division he can only vote at the same 
county council election for ouo of thoso divisions (Knill v. Towse (1890), 24 
Q. B. J). 697, 0. A.). 

(a) Parliamontaiy and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 26), 
B. 28 (14). 

(5) Ibid. ; Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), s. 4 (9) (a); County 
Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Vict. c. 10), s. 7 (6). 

(c) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 26), 
B. 28 (14) ; Registiation Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), s. 4 (9) (a); County 
Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vict. c. 10), a. 7 (5), as amended by the Local 
Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Vict. c. 73), s. 44 (6). There is no appeal from 
the revising barrister’s refusal to make a note against a name {Arnold v. Sharpe 
(1891), Fox & S. Reg. 252. The following are the marks and expressions 
usually adopted by revising banisters, and the respective significations of such 
marks. D. 3 ” is a mark placed against an entry m division I. of tho occupiers 
list, and it moans : ** This entry of this name is to be taken out of division I. by 
the clerk of the county council when he makes up the register and is to be 
placed instead on division III., but without an asterisk.” This maik is used 
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Where the name of a person is entered^ both in the ownOTsWp 
list and in the occupation list of voters in the same parish the 
revising barrister may place against the name on the occupation 
list a roark or note signifying that the name should be printed in 
division III. of the list, and then an asterisk or other mark must 
be printed against the nmie{d). 

473. Any person whose name has been doubly entered may 
select the entry to be retained for voting, either for tho parlia^ 
mentary or the municipal franchise. The selection is made in 
boroughs by notice in writing to the revising barrister at the 
opening of the first revision court (c); in counties by notice in 


■when the person in question has no right to vote in respect of the entry 
against winch it is placed because ho has a parliamentary vote duly secured by 
another entry of his name in a dilTcrcnt paiish, but has a vote in respect of tho 
entry against which tho mark is placed at elections of county councillors, 
clistiict councillors, parish councillors, and guardians, tho law giving Ijim a 
vote in each parish for these last-named purposes. At a series of bye-elections 
ho may use each of these votes one after the other ; but at a general election of 
county councillors, or of district councillors, or of guaidiuns, ho may only voto in 
one palish, however many tho parishes may be in which his name is registered, 
though ho may take his choice as to which parish shall bo tho one in which he 
shall exorcise hia vote (A'niV/ v. Towse (1800), 24 Q. B. D. ISO, G07, C. A.). 
In tho case of district councils and boards of guardians the matter is separately 
proviilod for by rules made by the Local Government Board, see note (7) on p. 3T0, 
jK'bl. “ ^ 1). 3 ” is a maik placed against an entry in division I. of the occupiers 
list, and it moans ; “This entry is to ho taken out of division I. by the cleik of 
tho county council and is to be placed on division ITT. instead, and when eo placed 
on division III. is to be maikcd wuth an asteiisk.” This mark is used when the 
person in question has no franchise in rospect of the entry in (juostion, either 
for parliamentary purposes or for cloctions of district councillois, parish 
councillors, or guardians, because ho has already a vote for nil such purposes 
duly secured to him in the same parish, but ho has n voto in respect of the 
county in question for the election of county councillors. “ S.” or “ P.” is a 
maik placed ag.iinst an entry in tho ownership list or tho occupiers list, and 
it means: “This entry is to bo taken out of this part of the ownership or 
occupiers list, as the case may ho (that is to say, the part containing the names 
of the persons entitled to the full franchise), and is to he transferred by the 
cleik of the county council, when making up tho list, to tho separate parochial 
list (which separate parochial list is divided into two parts, railed ownership part 
and occupation part lospoctively).” This mark “ S.” or “ P.” is used when the 
nerson in question has no parliamentary or county council franchise of which 
he may avail himself in respect of tho entry against which the mark is placed, 
because the voter in question has already a parliamentary and county council 
vote as owner or occupier duly secured to him in the same parliamentary con- 
stituency, but has a light to a parochial vote in respect of the entry in question, 
f.c., ho has a right to a voto at an election of tho councillors of a parish council, 
or district council, or members of a board of guardians. These marks must be 
made by the revising barrister himself, and initialled by him— tho overseers and 
tho party agents in practice combining to supply him with the necessary 
information. 

(d) Local Oovornmont Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), s. 44 (7); and see 
note M on p. 234, ante, 

(c) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 26), 
B. 28 (14). Where^ a person on the list of voters in respect of a dwelling- 
house, who also claimed in resect of his place of business, and had given notice 
under the above sub-section selecting the entry to be retained for voting, it was 
held that the revising barrister rightly decid^ that at the time the notice of 
selection was given there was no duplicate ont^ on the list of voters to which 
the notice could apply {Jonea v. Munro, [ISOO] 1 Q. B. 109) ; also held, following 
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Elections, 


Sbct. 2. writing, which may be sent by post at or before the first revision 
Revising court at which the lists with the entries concerned are revised, or 
Barristers, by application by or on behalf of the person at the revision of the 
first of such lists (/). 

laboroaghi. Where, in a parliamentary borough, a person has made no 
selection, the entry to be retained is determined as follows : (a) If 
one of (he entries is on the list of freemen, that entry must be 
retained ; (b) if neither of the entries is on the list of freemen and 
one of the entries is the place of abode of the voter, this last must 
be retained ; and (c) in any other case the entry in the list first 
revised must be retained. If any such entry to be retained is 
objected to, the revising barrister must not finally place a note 
against any other entry until the objection to the entry to be 
retained has been determined by him in favour of the voter (g). 

Where a parliamentary borough is divided into divisions and, 
notwithstanding the provisions made by statute (h)y the name of a 
person is entered on the register of parliamentary voters in more 
than one division of the borough without such note as above 
mentioned, and one of the entries is his place of abode, he is 
entitled to vote only in that division in which he is registered in 
respect of his place of abode, and must not vote in respect of any 
other entry (i). 

If any question on appeal or otherwise arise as to the validity of 
the qualification for which the parliamentary voter or burgess is on 
the list for voting, recourse may be had for supporting the right of 
the voter or burgess to be on the parliamentary register or burgess 
roll for voting to any other qualification of such person appearing 
on the register or burgess roll. In the case, however, of a municipal 
borough divided into wards, a vote given in, or the right to vote 
in, one ward is not supported by a qualification appearing on the 
burgess roll for some other ward (/f). 

la oonntfct. In counties the selection of the vote to be retained is decided as 
follows: If one only of the entries is on the list of ownership 
voters, that entry must be retained ; if all or none of the entries 
are on the list of ownership voters and one of the entries is the 
place of abode of the voter, this last must be retained ; and in 
any other case the entry in that list first revised must be retained (f). 

If any such entry to be retained is objected to, the revising 
barrister must not finally place a note against any other entry 
until the objection to the entry to be retained has been determined 
by him in favour of the voter (Z). 

Claim to vote 474. Any person whose name appears in the list of voters for a 
at particular parish and whose place of abode, as stated in the list, is not within 

poUiog-place. 

Jt. V. Revising Barrister of Liverjpwl Borough and Chadwick^ [1895] 1 Q. B. 155, 
that no appeal lay from the revising barrister. 

Cf) Re^tration Act, 1886 (48 & 49 Viet. o. 16), s. 4 (9) (Z/). 

\a\ Ibia.f s. 6. 

(h) Namely, Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. o. 15), and Parliamentary 
and Municipu Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 26). 

(i) Registration Act, 1886 (48 & 49 Viet, a 16), s. 5 (2). 

{k) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viot. c. 26), 
a. 28 (14). 

(i) Registration Act, 1886 (48 & 49 Viet o. 16), s. 4 (9) (c). 
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the polling district at which the parish is allotted to poll, but within 
the same county, is at liberty to make his claim before the revising 
barrister to vote at the polling-place of the district wherein his 
place of abode is, and any person* whose name appears in any list, 
and whose place of abode is not within the same county, is at liberty 
to claim to vote at the polling-place of any district within the same 
county. The claim must be in writing and must be delivered to, 
and verified before, the revising barrister, who may then insert 
against the name the name of the polling-place at which the person 
is to vote (m). 

475. The revising barrister must place the name of every person 
in the division in which it should appear, regard being had to the 
title of the person to bo on the list both as a parliamentary voter 
and as a county voter or burgess, or only in one of those capacities, 
and must expunge the name from the other division, if any, in 
which it appears (n). 

476. At every annual revision at which any non-resident 
freemen not on the existing register are registered, the revising 
barrister must allot them among the divisions in such manner as 
may as nearly as possible maintain an equal number of non-resident 
freemen in each division, and must allot them according to 
alphabetical order (o). 

477. Whether revising the lists of a county, city, or borough, 
the revising barrister must in open court write his initials against 
the names respectively expunged or inserted, and against any part 
of the lists in which any mistake has been corrected or any omission 
supplied, or any insertion made by him. And he must sign his 
name to every page of the several lists so settled (p). But he is 
bound, before signing any page of any list, to read audibly in open 
court the names expunged and inserted by him therein, and all 
corrections and insertions made by him (q). 

478. After completing his revision for each polling district 
before proceeding to his next revision, the revising barrister must, 
if practicable, transmit the lists to the clerk of the county council 
or the town clerk as the case may be (r). 


(m) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 18-13 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 3G. 

(n) Parliamentaiy and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (dl & 42 Viet. c. 26), 
8 . 28 (15) ; Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), s. 1. Whore a name was 
expunged from division I. in consequence of an objection to the parliamentary 
vote only, the voter was held not entitled to have his n xme placed in division IIL 
without proof of his being qualified to be on the burgess roll iOreenway ?. 
JJacJidor (1883), 12 Q. B. 1). 376; also see Lord v. Fox^ [1892] 1 Q. B. 199). 

(v) Redistribution of Seats Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 23), s. 14 (2) (b). 

(p) Parliamentary Votei-a Registration Act, 1813 (6 & 7 Vict. c. 18), a. 41. 

(5) County Voters Registration Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Vict c. 36), s. 15. 

(r) Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), s. 4 (6); Parliamentary 
Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. o. 18), s. 48 ; Municipal Corporations 
Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 60), s. 45 (1), applied by County Electors Act, 
1888 (51 & 52 Vict. c. 10), s. 7 (2). The clerk of the county council must keep 
the lists sent to him among the records of sessions (Parliamentary Voten 
Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict 0. 18), s. 47). 
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Sect. s. The revising barrister, whether revising the lists of a parlia- 
Eevislng mentary county or a parliamentary borough, must, as part of the 
Barristers, business of the revision, at the request of the town clerk of any 
municipal borough, sign and deliver to him a duplicate of the 
whole or part of any revised list made out in divisions and relating 
to that municipal borough (a). 

Costa. 479 . The revising barrister’s power to award costs is strictly 

limited. He may do so if it appears to him that any person has 
made or attempted to sustain any groundless or frivolous and 
vexatious claim or objection or title to have any name inserted or 
retained at any revision. In that case he may order the payment 
by such person of the costs or any part thereof of any person in 
resisting such claim or objection or title (a). The maximum amount 
in respect of any one vote is £5 (h). 

In the case of an objection, the revising barrister, on the applica- 
tion of the person objected to, or of anyone on his behalf, and upon 
production of the notice of objection, must award costs in respect 
of every ground of objection (c) which, in his opinion, has been 
groundlessly or frivolously and vexatiously stated (rZ). The costs 
must in such cases be awarded to the amount at least of 2s. Gd. (c), 
and this though the name of the person objected to is expunged 
upon some other ground of objection stated in the same notice of 
objection, since every separate ground of objection is treated as a 
separate objection ( / ). 

Again, where objection is made otherwise than by an overseer to 
any person whose name appears on a list of voters or burgesses, 
and the name is retained on the list, unless the revising barrister 
is of opinion that the objection was reasonably made, either because 
of a defect or error in the entry to whicli the objection relates or 
because of a difiiculty in verifying or identifying the particulars 
comprised in such entry, or unless for some other special reason he 


(s) This applies whether the municipal borough is “ co-oxteii&ive with or 
included in” either the area of a pailiamentnry borough (Pail iainontary and 
Municipal lloghtration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet, c. 2G), 8. 81, or tho area of a 
parlnuneiitaiy county (County Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Vict. c. 10), 

(a) I’ailiamoniary Votere Eegistration Act, 1848 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), 8. 40. 

(b) County Voter8 llegistration Act, 1805 (28 & 29 Vict. c. 80), s. 1 1, 
amending Taihamentary Voters Eegistration Act, 1848 (0 & 7 Vict. c. IS), 

8 . 40. 

(c) Persons objecting after giving notice to tho levising barrister, under 
tho Pailiamentai’y Voters Eegistration Act, 1818 (0 & 7 Vict. c. 18), s. 39, are in 
the same position as to costs as persons who have given notice of objection. 
The section is express as to this. 

(d) County Voters Eegistration Act, 1805 (28 & 29 Vict. c, 30), s. 8 ; Parlia- 
mentary and Municipal Eegistration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 20), s. 20. 

(e) Ibid. Presumably the maximum of £o fixed by the County Voters 
Eegistration Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Vict. c. 30), s. 14, amending the Parliamentary 
Voters Eegistration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. c. 18), s. 46, applies to this case 
also ; but compare the County Voters Eegistration Act, 1805 (28 & 29 Vict. c. 30)^ 
8 . 13. 

(/) County Voters Eegistration Act, 1866 (28 & 29 Vict. c. 36), s 8; 
Pciiliamentary and Municipal Eegistration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. o. 26)^ 

8 . 26 . 



Part IIL— Registration, and Revision of Lists of Voters, 


otherwise determines, he must order costs, not exceeding 40^., 
to be paid by the objector to the person objected to (g). 

480 . In every such case (h) the revising barrister must make an 
order in writing, specifying the sum which he orders to be paid for 
such costs, and by and to whom, and when and where, that sum is 
to be paid. He must date and sign this order and must deliver it 
to the person or persons to whom the sum is therein ordered to be 
paid (?). 

The order may be made in any case notwithstanding any notice 
given by any party of his intention to appeal against any decision 
of the revising barrister in the same case. But in case of such 
appeal the order for the payment of costs is suspended and abides 
the event of the appeal unless the court of appeal {k) otherwise 
directs (Z). 

No appeal is to be allowed or entertained against or only in 
respect of any such order for the payment of costs 

Whenever any revising barrister has made any such order for the 
payment of any sum of money for costs by any person who has 
made any objection as above described, the revising barrister must 
not hear or admit proof of any other objection or notice of objec- 
tion made or signed by the same person until the costs are paid to 
the person entitled to receive them, or are deposited in the hands of 
the revising barrister in court for the use of the person so entitled (?0« 

481 . The revising barrister has power in certain cases to 
inflict fines (o). 

482 . An account of all expenses incurred by the ovorBoers of 
every parish and township in carrying out their registration duties 
must be laid before the revising barrister at the court at which the 
list of voters for the parish or township is revised (p). The account 
must include the fees paid to the registrar of births and deaths for 
making his returns of deaths (q). 


{(/) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 ('ll & 42 Viet. c. 2G), 
B. 27 (3); Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), b. 1 (1), (2); County 
Blectors Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vict, c. 10), s. 4. 

(/i) In terms this applies only to the first case where the revising barrister 
has a discretion to allow costs under the Pailiamentary Voters Registration 
Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. c. 18), s, 46, hut presumably it now applies to aU cases 
of a revising barrister’s order for costs. 

(i) l^arliainontary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (G & 7 Vict, c. 18), s. 46. 

(k) Meaning, ap])arontly, hero the Divisional Court. See for the application 
of the enactment, U'anscy v. Perkins (1845), 7 Man. & O. 127, 133. 

(/) Parliamentary Voteis Registiation Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. c. 18), s. 46. 

(m) Ihid* See burns v, AlacLame (1891), 29 I. L. T. 20, C. A. (an Irish 
case). 

(?i) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 7 Vict. c. 18), s. 40. 

Rut the peraon so barred as objector is, apparently, not barred as witness. See 
JIauhdye v. Campbell (1893), 1 Laws. Reg. Gas. 347. 

S Soe pp. 632, 633, pesf. 

) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. c. 18), s. 67 ; 
County Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Vict. c. 10), s. 8. 

(5) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 26), 
B. 11. The rate is 2d, for each return and 2d. further for every death in the 
return (Births and Deaths Registration Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Vict. c. 88), s. 28). A 
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The revising barrister must sign and give to the overseers a 
certihcate of the sum which he allows to be due to them in respect 
of the expenses (r). The certificate will be hnal and conclusive 
provided that it is signed by the revising barrister in open court, 
but any ratepayer present has a right to inspect the overseers* 
account of expenses and to object to any item included before the 
account is allowed by the levising barrister, who must hear and 
make a decision on any such objection (s). 

483 . The law with regard to the application of receipts and the 
allocation of the expenses of overseers in respect of their registration 
duties would seem to be as follows (0 : 

Where a parish is situate in a parliamentary but not in a 
municipal borough one-half of the expenses and receipts of registra- 
tion in respect of the parish is defrayed out of and paid to the 
county fund and the other half is defrayed out of and paid to the 
poor rate of the parish. The revising barrister must, as part of 
the business of the revision, if necessary, determine what expenses 
and receipts are incurred, or arise, or have been incurred, or have 
arisen in respect of the parish (a). 

Where the whole or part of the area of a municipal borough is 
co-extensive with or included in the area of a parliamentary 
borough, the registration expenses properly incurred by the 
overseers, and all moneys received in respect of the lists, are 
respectively paid and applied as follows: 

If the area of the parliamentary borough and the area of the 
municipal borough are wholly co-extensive, one-half of the expenses 
is defrayed (b) out of the poor rates (c) and the other half is 
defrayed out of the borough fund, and one half of the receipfs is 
applied to the poor rates (d) and the other half is paid to the 
borough («). 

In all other cases the expenses and receipts of the area common 
to the parliamentary borough and to a municipal borough are as to 
one half defrayed and applied as expenses and receipts out of and 


relieving officer is entitled to a certificate of expenses incurred in attemling a 
revision court (Parliamentary Electors Eegistration Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet, 
c. 58), s. 31). 

(r) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 67. 
m Parliamentary Electors Registration Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 58), s. 32. 
(tj The Acts healing on the matter are the Parliamentary Voters Regis- 
tration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), ss. 63, 65, 67 ; the ParliaTnentary and 
Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. o. 26), s. 30 ; the Registration 
Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 15), 8. 6 (2) ; the County Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 62 
Viet. c. 10), 8. 4 ; and the Registration of Electors Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 18), 
•. 2. These sections are to be read together. 

faj Registration of Electors Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Vict. c. 18), s. 2. 

(b) The Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. 
c. 26), 8. 30, says “ in the manner provided by the Parliamentary Registration 
Acts,” I.C., in this case ss. 65 and 67 of the Parliamentary Voters Registration 
Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. c. 18). 

(f) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 A 7 Vict c. 18), s. 57. 

(a) Ibid., B. 63. 

(e) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Aot^ 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 2G}, 
fi. 30 (1). 
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to the poor rates, and as to the other half are defrayed out of and 
applied to the borough fund (/). 

Any expenses or receipts incurred or arising in respect of more 
than one such area are apportioned between the several areas in 
respect of which they are incurred or arise, in the proportion, as 
nearly as possible, in which they are incurred and arise in respect 
of the several areas, regard being had to the number of parliamen- 
tary voters or burgesses in each area, or any other circumstances 
occasioning the expenses or giving rise to the receipts. The 
revising barrister must, as part of the business of the revision, 
determine, if necessary, in respect of what area or areas any 
expenses or receipts are incurred or arise, and how much is 
attributable to each area(^). 

In a parish not situate in a municipal borough nor in a 
parliamentary borough the receipts and expenses are applied to 
and defrayed out of the poor rates (h). 

484. Any expenses incurred by a relieving officer in attending 
a revising barrister (the amount to be certilied by the revising 
barrister) are deemed to be expenses properly incurred by him, and 
must be defrayed accordingly (t). 

Sect. 3 . — The liegister. 

Sitb-Seot, 1 . — Compiling the Register after Revision, 

485. After the conclusion of the revising barrister’s courts mucli 
clerical and other work is required before the register will be 
ready for use. A fixed interval is allowed by law for this purpose, 
in the case of the burgess roll up to 20th October (A*), in the case of 
the county register up to 20th December (/), and in the case of the 
parliamentary register up to 31st December {m). 

This duty of proper arrangement devolves on the clerk of the 
county council or the town clerk as the case may be {n), 

486. Both in counties and parliamentary boroughs the respon- 
sible oQicer {o) must cause coj)ies of the lists to be printed (p). 


(/) Purliamentary and Municix^al Registration Act, 1878 (41 &42 Viet. c. 26), 
B. 30 (2). 

{g) Ibid, 

Oi) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1813 (G & 7 Viet. c. 18), sa. 53, 57. 

(0 Parliamentary Electors Registration Act, 186S (31 & 32 Viet. c. 58), s. 31. 

{k) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), s. 45 (2). 

(/) Coun^ Councils (Elections) Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 68), s. 2. 

(m) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 47 ; 
Representation of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102), s. 38. 

(n) Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), s. 4 (5), (6) ; Parliamentary 
Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. c. 18), s. 47 ; Local Oovernmont Act, 
1894 (56 & 57 Vict. o. 73), s. 44 (6). When the revising ban-ister sends off his lists 
the names are not altogether arranged in the order in which they will appear in 
the register, e.g.^ claimants have been revised in separate lists, and many of the 
names belonging to division III. of the occupiers lists still appear in division I., 
with a note signifying that they must be transferred. So also as to parochial 
electors. 

(o) 7.C., the clerk of the county council or the town clerk. 

Ip) Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 15), s. 4 (7) ; Parliamentary 
Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. o. 18), s. 48. 


Sect. 9. 
Revisins 
Barristers. 


Relieving 

officers* 

expenses. 


CompiUnf 
the register. 


Printing the 
lists. 




243 

Sect. 8. 
The 

Re^ster. 

Order of 
namca. 


Kumbciing 
the names. 


Elections. 

The corrupt and illegal practices list, if any, must be appended 
to the register (q). 

487. The first matter that arises on the arrangement of the 
register is as to the order of names. There are two systems — 
(1) alphabetical, (2) street or rate- book order. 

The lists in counties must be arranged with the names in each 
parish or township in strict alph.' b 3tical order according to the 
surnames (r) ; but where a municipal borough or an urban district 
is co-extensive with any electoral division or divisions of a parlia- 
mentary county, the lists of voters may be directed by the county 
council to be made out according to the order in which the 
qualifying premises appear in the rate-book (s). 

In boroughs, however, the rule is in favour of street order, and 
any other order is an exception. If and so far as the local 
authority (a) so direct, the lisis and registers of parliamentary 
voters in parliamenlary boroughs, and the burgess lists and rolls 
in municipal boroughs, will be arranged in the order of the rate- 
book for the parish, or as nearly thereto as will show the 
qualifying premises in street order, subject, in the case of a 
municipal borough divided into wards, to the division of the 
burgess roll into ward lists (b). 

In every part of the metropolis (c) the lists of parliamentary 
voters and of county electors must be arranged in the order of the 
rate-book, unless the local authority otherwise direct (d), 

488. The names in the register must be numbered. In counties 
the number 1 ” must be prefixed to the first name in each polling 
district, so that there may be a separate series of numbers for each 
polling district, and such distinctive letter must be applied to each 
polling district as may be determined by the local authority creating 
the polling district, or in default of such determination by the clerk 
of the county council (e). 

In boroughs each entry on the parliamentary register, the 
burgess roll, and the parochial electors list must be distinguished 
by a number, either alone or in combination with such letter or 


{q) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (40 & 47 Yict. c. 51), 
B. 39 (8), 

(r) Parliamentary Yoters Eegistration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Yict. c. 18), s. 47. 

(«) County Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Yict. o. 10), s. 4 (3). 

(a) In municipal boroughs, the town council (Representation of the People 
Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Yict. a 102), s. 34 ; Parliamentary and Municipal Registra- 
tion Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Yict. c. 26), s. 21). In parliamentary boroughs, the 
authority having power to divide the borough into polling districts (Parlia- 
mentary Electors Registration Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Yict. c. 58), s. 18). 

(5) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Yict. o. 20), 
B. 21. 

(c) And in every part of a parliamentary borough the whole or greater part 
of which is situate in the metropolis. Metropolis means the City of London, 
and the parishes and places mentioned in Scheds. A, B, 0 of the Metropolis 
Management Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Yict. a 120) (County Electors Act, 1888 
(51 & 52 Yict. 0. 10), 8. 5). See title Metropolis. 

(d) Ooun^ Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Yict. c. 10), s, 5. 

(e) Begis^tion Act, 1885 (48 k 49 Yict. o. 15), b. 4 (7), 
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fli8tinp:uislimg mark as the local authority (/) from time to time 
fixesO^). 

Tiiere will be one series of numbers for the whole of each parlia- 
mentary borough, or if it is divided into olectoral divisions or wards, 
for each division or ward, save that if the local authority so direct, 
there may be one series of numbers for the whole borough, whether 
parliamentary or municipal, or a separate series of numbers for 
each polling district, whether parliamentary or municipal (h). 

489. The polling districts themselves, both in counties and Order of 
boroughs, must be in alphabetical order, and every parish or township poking 
within such polling district likewise in the same order (i). In 
boroughs the town clerk must add at the end of the lists for each 
polling district a list of freemen (if any) entitled to vote in the 
district (/c). 

490. The clerk of the county council must, as soon as possible Supplemental 
after the receipt of all the revised lists of his county, cause to be 

made out and printed a separate supplemental list for each district, 
containing the names of all persons whoso names do not appear in 
any list of voters for the parishes in the district, but who have been 
registered by the revising barrister as entitled to vote at the polling 
place of the district ; tlio supplemental list must be placed at the end 
of the parish lists in each polling district, and the names therein 
must be numbered consecutively after the rest of the lists in the 
polling district (/). 

But where a person, whose qualification is in a parish in one poll- 
ing district, has been registered by the revising barrister as being 
entitled to vote at the polling place of another district, his name 
must be retained in the list of the parish in 'vsliich he is qualified, 
and must be numbered consecutively with the other names, and 
an asterisk must be placed against his namo(m). 

491. The lists must be printed in a book or books. Every book How lists 
must be printed and arranged so that the list of voters for every he pimted. 
separate parish or ward contained therein may be conveniently and 
completely cut out or detached from all the other lists of voters 
contained in the same book, so that all the lists for every or any 

polling place, or the list of every or any single parish, may be ready 
for the necessary purposes or for sale (ii). 

The clerk of the county council must add at the end of the 
register a summary of the numbers of voters in each polling 
district (o). 

(/) Under tlio railiainentaxy and Municipal Eegistraiion Act, 187S (41 & 42 
Viet. c. iJ6). 

(g) Registration Older, 1895, Schod. IIL, Instruction 15. 

( /i) I hid. 16. 

(t) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (C & 7 Viet. c. 18), ss. 47, 43. 

Uc) Registration Order, 1895, Sched. III., Instruction 12. 

h) Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 15), s. 4 (8). 

(m) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), s. 44 (5) ; Registration 
Order, 1895, Sched. 11., Instruction 14 (i.). 

(n) Parliamentary Voters Rt^gistration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), ss. 47, 48. 

(o) Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 15), 0. 4 (8). 


Beot. 3. 
The 

Register. 
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Elkctions. 

Where the revising barrister places a mark against any name 
signifying that it is to be printed in division 111. of the occupiers 
list, or in the parochial electors list, that name must accordingly be 
printed in the proper order, either alphabetically or according to 
the street order in division IIL, or in the parochial electors list, and 
where (p) the revising barrister places against any name any mark 
or note which renders it necessary to print an asterisk or other 
mark against any name so printed in division IIL, that asterisk or 
other mark must be added (q), 

Sub-Sect. 2. — The Completed Parliameniary Register. 

492. The clerk of the county council or the town clerk must 
sign and deliver the book containing the parliamentary register on 
or before the last day of December (? ) to the sheriff of the county or the 
returning officer of the borough, to bo by them and their successors 
safely kept for the requisite purposes (s). 

The book then forms the register of persons entitled to vote for 
the county or borough to which it relates at any election which 
takes place during the year commencing on the 1st January after 
the register is made (£). It does not become the register until 
signed by the clerk of the county council or town clerk and 
delivered to the sheriff or returning officer (a) . 

493. The clerk of the county council or town clerk or other 
officer having charge of the register must, within twenty-one days 
after Ist February, transmit to one of Ilis Majesty’s principal 
Secretaries of State a printed copy of the register then in force [h), 

494. The clerk of the county council and the town clerk must 
keep printed copies of the register and must deliver them, or any 
part, to any person applying upon payment of the prescribed 
price (c). But no person is entitled to a copy of any part of any 
register relating to any parish or township without taking or paying 
for the whole that relates to it (d). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Regutert of County Electors and Burgesses. 

495. The clerk of the county council must make up a register of 
all persons registered as burgesses or county electors in the county, 

ip) Under the Local Government Act, 1894 (5G & 57 Vict. c. 73), s. 44 (7). 

(7) Registration Order, 1895, Sclied. 11., Instruction 14 (li.) ; Sched. 111., 
Instruction 17. 

(r) Altered from November by Representation of the People Act, 18G7 
(30 & 31 Vict. c. 102), 8. 38. 

(«) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (G & 7 Vict. c. 18), ss. 47, 48. 

{t) Representation of the People Act, 18G7 (30 & 31 Vict. c. i02), s. 38; 
Pailiamentary and Mimicipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict c. 26), 

8. 32. 

(a) BrumfittY, Bremner (1860), K. &G. 352, in which it was hold that wliere 
a name included in the list signed by the revising hamster was by a mistake 
omitted by the printers, the clerk of the peace was right in oorrecting the 
mistake. 

{h) Parliamentary Electors Registration Act, 18G8 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 58), s. 37. 

(c) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (G & 7 Vict. c. 18), s. 49 
Rate in Table (2) of Sched. D of the Act 

(d) Ihid.i 8. 49. 
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both for the county and for each county council electoral division, 
and such number of copies as the clerk of the county council may 
require of the revised list of burgesses must be delivered to him by 
the town clerk (#»). In the administrative county of London the 
register must include the names of all parochial electors (/). A 
printed copy of parish lists of burgesses and county electors as 
revised will be the county register (^f). 

The county register must be completed before 20th December, 
and comes into operation on the next Ist January (/t). 

The burgess lists forming the burgess roll, which comes into 
operation on Ist November, will, on and after that day, until the next 
Ist January, form part of the county register in substitution for the 
former burgess lists (i). 

496. The^ names in the county register must be numbered by Numbcrlnt 
electoral divisions or polling districts, unless in any case the council n«nei. 
direct that they be numbered consecutively without reference to 
electoral divisions or polling districts (k). 

Where the county has no electoral divisions the county register 
must be made in one general register for the w'hole county (Z). 

Where the county has electoral divisions the register must be made 
in separate registers called division registers, one for each electoral 
division, containing the names of the persons entitled to vote in 
that division. These collectively form the county register (in). All 
persons registered in the county register, and such persons only, are 
deemed to be registered as county electors (n). 

497. The clerk of the county council must cause the parish Printing and 
county electors lists and the county register to be printed, and copied 
must deliver printed copies to any person on payment of a 
reasonable price for each copy(o). 

498. If a parish county electors list is not made or revised in Parish lists, 
due time, the corresponding part of the county register in operation 

before the time appointed for the revision will be the parish 
county electors list until a list for the parish has been revised and 
become a part of the county register (p). And if a county 
register is not made in due time, that in force before the time 


BICT. 3. 

The 

Register. 


(c) Couuty Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Yict. c. 10), s. 7 (1). 

(/) London County Council Electors Qualification Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Yict. 
c. 29), B. 2. 

(jff) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 60), s. 45 (1); County 
Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Yict. c. 10), s. 7 (2). 

(h) County Councils (Elections) Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Yict. c. 68), s. 2 (1). 

(t) Ibid., s. 2 (2). 

(A) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 60), s. 45 (3), applied 
to counties by the County Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Yict. c. 10), s. 7 (2), as 
are also the provisions referred to in notes (/) to (jp), infra* 

(l) Ibid., s. 46 (4). 

(m) Ibid,, s. 46 (6). 
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Elections. 
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appointed for the revision continues in force until the new register 
is made(<2). 

499. If for the purpose of county council elections any portion 
of another county is added to any county, such portion of the county 
register as relates to the electors having qualifying property in the 
added part is deemed to be part of the register of the county for 
which the council is elected (r). 

500. In municipal boroughs the burgess roll must be made in 
like manner mutatis mutandis (s), saving that the burgess roll must 
be completed on or before 20th October, and comes into operation 
on 1st November (t) ; this provision includes the revised lists for 
the London boroughs (a). 

The town clerk, for the purpose of making the burgess roll, will 
use the duplicate list signed at his request by the revising 
barrister (b). If directed by the council the parish burgess lists, 
burgess roll etc. must be arranged in rate-book order, or otherwise 
in such order as will cause the lists and rolls to record the qualifying 
properties in successive order in their streets etc. (c). Subject to 
such direction, the lists etc. must be alphabetical (d). 

501. The register of parochial electors — Le., for parish councils, 
district councils, and boards of guardians — will consist of the 
parliamentary and local government registers, together with the 
separate parochial list(c). 

502. The clerk of the county council in a county, and the town 
clerk in a borough, must keep an account of all receipts from the 
sale of copies of the register. 

The clerk of the county council must pay over, or account for, such 
receipts, which are to be applied in aid of the county rate ; and the 
town clerk must pay over and account for all moneys received by 
him to and amongst the overseers of the several parishes, to be 
applied in aid of the poor rate, the share of each parish being 
calculated, as nearly as possible, according to the proportion of 
persons whose names appear in the list of the particular parish to 
the number in the other lists on the same register (/). 

603. An account of all expenses incurred by the clerk of the 
county council in carrying out his registration duties (including all 

(q) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 71 (2), applied 
to counties by the County Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Viet. c. 10), s. 7 (2). 

(r) Under s. 64 of the Local Government Act, 1888 (61 & 52 Viet. c. 41); 
County Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Viet. c. 10), s. 7 (6). 

(s) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), ss. 45, 48. For 
“clerk of county council ” read “town clerk”; for “ county register and 
division register,” read “burgess roll and ward roll” ; for “ electoral division,” 
read “ ward.” 

(t) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet c. 60), s. 45 (2V 

(a) London Government Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 14), s. 3 (4). 

(bj Seep. 238, ante; Parliamentary and Municipal ilegistratioL Act, 1878 
(11 & 42 Viet. c. 26), s. 31. 

i c) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), s. 46 (1; , 

(f) Ibid., 8.46(2). 

c) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), s. 2 (1). 

/) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. o. 19 j, s. 63. 
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proper and reasonable fees and charges for trouble, care, and atten- 
tion in performance of the services and duties imposed on him (^), 
in addition to any money actually paid or disbursed by him in the 
matter {h), must be laid before the county council (i) after the 
expenses have been incurred, and the county council must make an 
order upon the county treasurer for the payment of the expenses, 
or so much as it allows to the clerk, out of the county fund (k). 

604. The town clerk must lay his account before the town 
council (1), In the case of a parliamentary borough situate in more 
than one municipal borough, the council whose mayor is returning 
officer will be the council to allow the expenses (?«), except in 
London, where the council having the largest population within 
the parliamentary borough is the authority for the purpose (n). 

A certificate must be given, and the expenses defrayed out of the 
I)Gor rates of the several parishes in proportion (o). 

505. Where the area of a municipal borough is wholly or partly 
co extensive or included in the area of a parliamentary borough, the 
expenses and receipts of the town clerk are paid and applied as 
follows : 

If the areas of the parliamentary and municipal boroughs are 
co-extensive, half the expenses are defrayed out of the poor rates, 
and the other half out of the borough fund ; the receipts are treated 
in the same manner. In all other cases the expenses and receipts 
in respect of the common area are paid and applied, half out of and 
to the latos, and half out of and to the borough fund. Any expenses 
and receipts incurred or arising in respect of more than one such 
area are apportioned between the several areas concerned, in the pro- 
portion, as nearly as possible, in which they are incurred and arise, 
regard being had to the number of parliamentary voters or 
burgesses in each area or any other attendant circumstances. The 
revising barrister must determine, if necessary, the areas concerned 
and the amount attributable to each area(p). 

Similarly, it seems that where a municipal borough is partly 
co-extensive with or included in the area of a parliamentary county, 
the receipts and expenses are divided in like proportion between 
the county fund and the rates (q). 


(g) Imposed by Parliameutary Voters Registration Act, 1813 (G & 7 Viet, 
c. i8); Representation of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102); Repre- 
sentation of the People Act, 1884 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 3) ; Registration Act, 1885 
(48 & 49 Viet. c. 15;. The authorities for this are the Representation of the 
People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet, o. 102), s. 31, and Registration Act, 1885 (48 & 49 
Viet. c. 15), B. 8. 

rA) Ibid, 

(i) Altered from quarter sessions by Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 
Viet. 0. 41), B. 3 (xii.). 

(A) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 64. 

(/) Ibid., s. 55. 

fwi) Redistribution of Seats Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 23), s. 12 (4). 

(n) London Registration Order in Council, 1901, 1 (Statutory Rules and 
Orders Revised, Vol. IX., Parliamentary Electors, England, pp. 68 — 70). 

(o) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 65. 

(p) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 26), 
B 30. 


to J 


) Thid, ; County Electors Act, 1888 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 10), bb. 4, 8, referring 
egistration Act, 1886 (48 & 49 Viet. a. 15), b. 6 (2), 
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Again, where a parish is situate in a parliamentary but not in a 
municipal borough, one half of the expenses and receipts are paid 
out of and to the county fund, and the other half out of and to the 
poor rates (r). 

Sect. 4. — AjypeaU. 

606 . The decision of a revising barrister is absolutely final upon 
any question of fact («), or upon the admissibility (t) or effect (a) of 
any evidence or admission adduced or made in any case to establish 
any matter of fact only (h). 

607 . But when the decision is on a point of law material to the 
result of the case, any person (c) who has made any claim to have his 
name inserted in any list, or made any objection to any other person 
as not entitled to have his name inscribed on any list, or whose 
name has been expunged from any list, and who in any such case (d) 

(r) Registration of Electors Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Yirt. c. 18), s. 2. 

(«) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1813 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), 8. 65, c.y., 
08 to whether the signature of a name to a notice of objection is sufficient 
(Hinton (1845), 7 Man. & O. J63). As to whether a description is 

sufficient for identification (Wood v. Wilhsden Over Beers (1845), 2 0. B. 15; 
Thackway v. Pilcher (1866), L. R. 2 0. P. 100). As to what constitutes a 
“building” (Watson v. Cotton (1847), 6 0. B. 51, followed in Powell v. Farmer 

e , 18 0. B. (n. 8.) 168). In Norris v. Pilcher (1868), L. R. 4 0. P. 417, 
-L, O.J., said, at p. 420 : “ As a general rule the revising barrister must 
decide all questions of fact, and on a pure question of fact the court cannot 
review his decision ; but in this case tne barrister has stated his reasons for 
arriving at his conclusion and, as I understand it, has referred to the court 
whether those reasons ought in law to have led him to the conclusion at which 
he arrived.” Theie is no appeal from the revising barrister on the sufficiency of 
the service of a notice of objection iAVatson v. Pitt (1848), 5 C. B. 77), but the 
sufficiency of the notice itself may be either a question of law or a question of 
fact (Sheldon v. Ffaicher (1847), 5 C. B. 14) ; or as to what constitutes a dupli- 
cate entry at a given moment (Jones v. Mvnro, [1899] 1 Q. B. 109) ; or on 
sufficiency of residence {Whithorn v. Thomas (1844), 7 Man. & G. 1 , M^Daid v. 
Chambers {Keoum's Case) (1893), 29 I. L. T. 81, C. A.). 

(i) Pai liamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 65, c.f/., 
the admissibility of a map (as in Keys v. Colhim (1857), 7 I. 0. L. R. 385, 
Ex. Ch.; followed in Carroll v. Fisher (1864), 15 I. 0. L. R. 369, Ex. Ch.). 
There is no appeal from the refusal of the revising barrister to hear a witness 
until he has paid a fine (Uanlidge v. Campbell (1893), 1 Laws. Reg. Cas. 347 ; 
see also Kent v. Fitlall (No. 2), [1908] 2 K. B. 933, C. A.). 

(a) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 65. 
The courts do not appear to have construed the word “effect.” It probably 
means “ weight.” It cannot mean effect in law, because an appeal is given 
upon a point of law in many cases, as hereinafter set out; see Norris v. Pilcher^ 
supra. When the question of admissibility is raised, the barrister must apply 
his mind to the question whether the evidence is legally admissible or not 
(Storei! V. Bermondsey (Town Clerk), [1910] 1 K. B. 203, 0. A.), 
fi) Parliamentary Voters Eegisti-ation Act, 1843 (G & 7 Viet. c. 18), b. 65. 

(c) In respect to the parliamentary franchises “ person ” means male person 
(see TT"f7«07i v. Salford (Town Clerk) (1868), L. R. 4 C. P. 398). With regard to 
the municipal, local government, and paiish franchises, females are included 
(Municipal Corporalions Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet c. 50), s. 63 ; County Electors 
Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 10), 8. 2 (2) ; Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 
Viet. c. 73), 8. 43). Afl to women’s disability, see p. 140, ante, and Nairn v, 
Bt. Andrews University, [1909] A. C. 147. 

(d) The right of appeal is strictly confined to “ such” cases. Other cases not 
falling within this category are a voter’s notice of selection in the case of 
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is aggrieved (e) by, or dissatisfied with, the decision, may either him- 
self, or by some person on his behalf, give to the revising barrister 
before the rising of the court (/), on the same day on which the 
decision has been pronounced, a statutory notice which will be the 
foundation of an appeal to the High Court (ff). 

The notice must be in writing (/i), and must state that the person 
BO aggrieved or dissatisfied is desirous to appeal. It must also 
shortly state the decision against which he desires to appeal (?). 

508 . The revising barrister, if he thinks it reasonable and 
proper that such appeal should be entertained (/c), must state in 
writing the facts which, according to his judgment, have been 
established by the evidence in the case and which are material to 
the matter in question (Z). But he must not state the evidence 
itself (m). He must also state in writing his decision upon the 
whole case and his decision upon the point of law in question 
appealed against (n). The statement need not be made in open 
court, but must be made as nearly as coiiYcniently may be in the 
manner usual in stating any special case for the opinion of the 
King’s Bench Division, and within ten daj^s of the conclusion of 
the revision (o). 

The banister must sign this statement (p). It must be submitted 


duplicate eiitiios (A*, v. Jlcvismq Darrtster of Liverpool Hot omjli and Chadwiclct 
1 Q. B. 155; Jones v. MunrOy [1899] 1 Q. li. 109) ; refusal to make a 
note against a name under tlie County Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 10), 
8. 7 (5), or to hear an npphcation on the groiind that it was too late {R. v. 
Sodevy [1896] 1 Q. B, O'M, C. A. ; R, v. SodeVy [1897] 1 a B. 188) ; or to hear a 
barrister (0’Co?mor v. Nicholson (1891), Fox & S. Keg. 250) ; or as to costs {Bums 

V. il/ttfZatne (1893), 291. L. T. 20, C. A.). In Re Allen (1859), 6 C. B. (n. 8.) 334, 
where a voter did not appear against an objection to his county vote, and was 
by mistake struck ofT the hoiough list, the court could not interfere. See also 
llanlndije v. Campbell (1893), 1 La-ws. Keg. Cas. 347. 

(c) Where an objector appeared, his notice of objection having been held to be 
bad, and the voter objected to had been otherwise struck off, it was held that 
the objector had no grievance and could not be heard {Jones v. Marshall (1871), 
1 Hop. & Colt. 738). 

(/) It is essential that the notice should bo given before the rising of the 
court {Guise v. IJilhe (1892), Fox & S. Keg. 283). The court cannot entertain 
an appeal against the lovising bariistei’s decision unless the requirements of 
s. 42 have been comiihed with, or theie be clear and unequivocal consent to 
waive pciformanco ot them {Sroit v, Durant (1865), 18 C. B. (n. s.) 205). 

(y) I'arliainentaiy Voteis Kegistration Act, 1813 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 42. 

(A) This is appaiontly an absolute condition juccedent {Re BanSy [1879] 

W. N. 200. 

(<) Pailiameiitary Voters Kogistiatioii Act, 1843 [6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 42. 

(/i) In certain ciicumstances he may be couipellea to state a case; see p. 254, 
post. 

{1) Pailiameiitary Voters Kegistration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 42. 

(m) Pitts V. Smedley (1815), 7 Man. & G. 85. See, however, the observations 
of FiTzOinnoN, L.J., in the Irish case of M'lntosh v. Chambers (1894), 2 Laws. 
Keg. Cas. 45, C. A., at p. 48 ; also Alexander v. Bourke {*' Mount Araus'* Case) 
(1887), 21 I. L. T. 68. 

(n) Parliamentary Voters Kegistration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18\ s. 42, 

(o) Ibid. ; Registration Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 21), s. 1 (1), 

(p) Burton y. Blake (1852), 11 C. B. 47. But the resjiondent may consent to 
the case being signed WW71C pro <imc (AWow v. AVooArs (1852), 11 0. B. 41). In 
Nettletun v. Burrell (1844), 7 Man. & G. 35, where the revising barrister, having 
assented to the substance of a special case agreed upon between the parties, 
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to the appellant, who, if he approves, must, or someone on his behalf, 
at the end of the statement make a declaration in writing under 
his hand to the following effect, ** I appeal from this decision,** and 
return it to the revising barrister (q). 

The revising barrister must then indorse on the statement 
the name of the county and polling district or city and borough, and 
of the parish or township to which it relates, and also the Christian 
name and surname and place of abode of the appellant and 
respondent, and must sign and date the indorsement (?). He must 
deliver this statement, with the indorsement, to the appellant, and 
also deliver a copy, with the indorsement, to the respondent if he 
requires it (s), 

509. In every such appeal the party in whose favour the deci- 
sion appealed against has been given is to be the respondent, but 
if there be no such party, or if such party or someone on his behalf 
in open court declines, and states in writing that he declines, to 
support the decision appealed against as respondent, then and in 
every such case the revising barrister may name any person who 
may be interested in the matter of the appeal, and who may consent, 
or the overseers of any parish or township, or the clerk of the county 
council, or the town clerk of the borough, to be, and such person so 
consenting, or such overseers or town clerk is to be deemed to bo, 
the respondent or respondents (t). Where the clerk of the county 
council or the town clerk is respondent, he may be ordered to pay 
the costs of a successful appellant (u) ; and to enable an appellant to 
obtain such an order he may require the barrister to name such 
clerk of the county council or town clerk to be respondent (v)* 

610. The appellant must next transmit to the Master in the Crown 
Office, on or before the 2Cth October next after the conclusion of 
tlie revision, the statement made by the revising barrister in 
pursuance of the foregoing provisions (a), and must also deliver or 


died without having finally settled the terms in which the statement should be 
made, the court refused to allow the case to be entered. Quaci'e^ whether, sup- 
posing the assent of the revising bairister to have been given to the special 
case in its terras, the court would allow the case to bo entered without his 
signatuie after his death. 

(7) Parliamentary Voters Eegistration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 42; 
Begistiation Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 21), s. 1 (2). 

(r) Ibid, The indorsement need only (in a consolidated appeal) set forth the 
name of the person appealing on behalf of himself and the other appellants 
{Sherwin v. Whyman (1873), L. E. 9 C. P. 243). As to signature, where the 
indorsement had not been signed, and the appeal, though tendered in due time, 
was rejected by the officer for that reason, the court allowed it to be entered 
de bene ease after the due time, due diligence appearing to have been used to 
obtain the signature in time [Pring v. Estcourt (1846), 4 0. B. 71 ; but see 
WanJchjn v. Woollett (1847), 4 C. B. 86). 

f«) Parliamentary Voters Ilegistration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 42. 

(/) I bid., B. 43; Parliamentary and Municipal Eegistration Act, 1878 (41 &42 
Viet. c. 26), s. 38. See Brumfitt v. Roberts (1870), L. E. 6 C. P. 224. 

(etj See p. 255, jpost, 

(v) Parliamentary and Municipal Eegistration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. 0. 26), 
S. 38. 

(a) Eegistration Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 0 . 21), 8. 1 (1), 
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send by post a ten days’ {h) notice, signed by him (c), to the respon- Sect. 4. 
dent in the appeal, stating his intention to prosecute the appeal (d). Appeals. 

Arrangement must be made for hearing any such appeals without 
delay, and, so far as possible, continuously (e). 

611. It will often appear that the same point of law substantially Crnieoiiaating 
governs many instances (/)• For this reason, if it appears to any appeals. 


(h) S. 64 of the Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), 
which has not been repealed, although ss. 62 and 63 were repealed by the 
Registration Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 21), enacts that no appeal shall be neard 
when the respondent does not appear unless the appellant proves that duo 
notice of his intention to prosecute the appeal was given or sent to the 
lespondent ten days at least before the day appointed for the hearing of the 
appeal ; provided that if it appears to the court that there has not been reason- 
able time to give or send such notice in any case, the court may postpone the 
hearing of the appeal as to the court seems meet. It would therefore seem 
that ton days’ notice must still bo given, and that the older cases are still in 
point. In Palmer v. Allen (1847), 5 0. B. 1, at p. 5, where, a case being signed 
on 30th October, notice to the respondent was served on 2nd November, and 
the first day for hearing appeals was 11th November, it was held a case for 
postponement. Rut in Lnclceit v. VoUer (1861), K. & G. 371, following Adey v. 
Ihll (1846), 1 Lut. Reg. Cas. 542, whore the revising barrister gave his decision 
on 11th October, the appellant lodged the signed case with the master on 
6th November, and on the same day gave a signed notice to prosecute his 
appeal to the respondent, and the court having fixed 11 th November as the day 
of hearing, thoio were not ton days at least between the giving of the notice and 
the day appointed by the court for the hearing. The court refused to postnouo 
the appeal as the case did not fall within the proviso of s. 64. There 
must be ton clear days’ notice, exclusive both of the day of service and of 
the day appointed for the hearing (VoWon v. Sahshary [Pown (18 10), 

4 C. R. 32. In this case, Mauj.E, S.y said, at p. 37: “S. 63 shows that the 
time of giving this notice has nothing whatever to do with the time of the 
healing. The pai-ty whose duty it is to give the notice ought to bestir himself 
to give notice as early as conveniently may bo after the decision ” ; and 
see Adey v. IhU (184(»), 4 C. R. 38). Other cases on this point aro Clarle 
V. /.»’eafwi (1847), 5 C. R. 76; Drown v. Tt(mplin (1872), R. R. 8 0. V. 241. In 
Aldivorth V. -Dot’c (1848), 5 C. R. 87, it was held that where respondent does 
not appear the appeal will bo dismissed unless the appellant is prepaied with 
an altidavit of due service of notice to the respondent, or with a special affidavit 
of circumstances to come within the proviso of s. 64. Wliere the respondent 
appears he cannot object to the mode of seivice of notice of appeal [HawUm v, 
IlVsf Derby Ovtrseers (1846), 2 C. R. 72). 

(c) Signature by the appellant himself is essential {Petherhridye v. Ash (1846), 
4 0. R. 74). 

(c?) Registration Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 21), s. 1 (1). The notice is essential 
(Fiimpson v. WUMnson (1843), 5 Man. & G. 3, ii.). A waiver by the respondent 
of the notice will not enable the court to entertain the appeal in his absence ; 
but it is a ground for postponement {Newton v. Mohherley (1846), 2 0. B. 203), 
As to 8e?vice of notice, where the revising barrister, under s. 43 of the Parlia- 
mentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), had named certain 
persons, whom he supposed to bo overseers, as respondents, and only one of 
these was actually an overseer, and they were served, and then the real over- 
seers were served, it was hold that the appellant had done all that was necessary 
{Brumfitt v. Roberts (1870), L. R. 5 0. P. 224). 

fc) Registration Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 21), s. 1 (1). 

(/) Wheio the revising barrister has found in a consolidated appeal that all 
the cases depend on the same point of law, the court will not remit the case m 
order that he may state the qualifications of the parties whose appeals are 
consolidated with the principal case, provided that enough be stated for the 
couit to give judgment in law {Ilitchins v. Brotvn (1846), 2 0. B. 25). A 




m 


Elections. 


Skit. 4. revising barrister that the validity of any number of claims or 
A ppeal s, objections determined by him at any court depends and has been 
decided by him upon the same point or points of law (//), and the 
parties or any of them aggrieved by or dissatisfied with his decision 
thereon have given notice of any intention to appeal therefrom, 
the revising barrister may declare that the appeals against such 
decision ought to be consolidated, and he must in such case state 
in writing the case and his decision thereon in the manner above 
described, and may name any person interested and consenting (/i), 
for and on behalf of himself and all other persons in like manner 
interested in the appeal, to be the appellant or respondent re- 
spectively in the appeal. The person so named appellant or 
someone on his behalf must, at the end of the statement, make and 
sign a declaration in the following form or to that effect : — 

“ I, for myself and on behalf of all the other persons who are 
interested as appellants in this matter, and whose names are here- 
under written, do appeal against this decision and agree to prosecute 
this appeal.’' 

The person so named respondent, or someone on his behalf, 
must in like manner make and sign a declaration in writing in the 
following form or effect : — 

** I, for m3 self and on behalf of all the other persons interested 
as respondents in this matter, and whose names are hereunder 
written, do agree to appear and answer this appeal " (i). 

The name and, wheie necessary, the particulars of the qualifica- 
tions (k) of every party intended to be joined in the consolidated 
appeal must be written under the above-mentioned declaration of 
the ai)pellant or respondent respectively. But the revising barrister 
may, if necessary, in any case name the overseers of any parish or 
the town clerk of any borough to be the respondents or respon- 
dent in the consolidated appeal without any declaration being 
made or signed by them or him (/). 

The proceedings in consolidated appeals are the same as those in 
single appeals. Every order, judgment, or decision of the High 
Court is equally valid and effectual for all the purposes of these 
provisions, and binding and conclusive upon all the parties named 
or referred to as parties to a consolidated appeal, and if in any case 
all or any of the parties make or enter into any agreement as to the 
mode of contributing among themselves to the costs and expense of 
the appeal, the agreement may, upon the application of any party or 


consolidated appeal must be the statement of a single case the facts and law of 
which govern those cases which are made to depend on it {Prior v. Waring 
(1847), 5 0. B. 66; followed in Hobson v. Broion (1850), 1 0. B. (n. S.) 3J). 

{g) Bennett v. Brumjitt ^shcroffs Case) (1868), L. E. 4 0. P. 399, n. ; Bradley 
V. Baijlis (1881), 8 Q. B. D. 195, C. A., Brett, L.J., at p. 234. 

(A) See Druitt v. Lane (1882), Colt. 307. 

(t) Where the person named as respondent had not consented to answer for 
himself and the others interested, it was held that the defect was fatal to the 
consolidation, but that the single appeal might be heard {Druitt v. Lane, 
eupra). 

{h) See HitcJiins v. Brown (1845), 2 C. B. 25. 

{1) Parliamentary Voters Eegistration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 41 ; 
•ee Brumfitt v. Roberts (1870), L. R. 6 C. P. 224. 
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parties to it, be made a rule of the High Court, if that court think fit. 
But if any consolidated appeals are not duly prosecuted or answered, 
the High Court or the Lord Chief Justice, or any judge of the High 
Court, may give to any party or parties interested in the appeal, 
upon application, the conduct or direction of the appeal or answer, 
as the case may require, instead of or in addition to any person 
named as before mentioned as appellant or respondent, and in such 
manner and upon such terms as the tribunal may think fit and 
order, or may make such other order in the case as may seem 
meet (m). 

512. If, after the revising barrister has declared that the 
appeal in any case ought to be consolidated with others, any 
person interested objects and refuses to be a party to or to be 
bound by such consolidated appeal, then that appeal may proceed 
separately, but the person so refusing or objecting will be liable to 
pay costs to the other party, and will not be entitled to receive 
any costs unless the court otherwise order (??). 

If the person named in a consolidated appeal as respondent does 
not consent to answer the appeal on behalf of himself and the other 
persons similarly interested, this is fatal to the consolidation, but 
the single appeal may be heard (o). 

513. When the appeal comes on for hearing in court the 
appellant has a right to begin (p), for the onus rests on him(g'), 
even in the event of the respondent’s absence (r). Where, however, 
counsel for the respondent admits that he cannot support the 
revising barrister’s decision, the court may reverse it without 
argument (s). Where neither party appears the case will be 
struck out, and the court will not without sufficient reason restore 
it (a). 

No question can be raised which does not appear from 
the case reserved (h), or which has not been raised in the 
court below (c). Also, generally, no alteration can be made in 


(m) rarliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. c. 18), 8. 45. 

(n) Jhid. 

(o) Druilt V. Lane (1882), Colt. 307. 

(p) Wehb V. Aston (1843), 5 Man. & G. 14. 

Iq) In Oolvill V. Lewis (1846), 2 0. 11. 60, it was held that the court cannot 
entertain an appeal in the absence of the respondent unless there be an affidavit 
of service upon him of the notice of appeal; and see Cooper v. Harris (1845), 7 
Man. & G. 97. Wheie the respondent has had duo notice and does not appear 
the court will not reverse the decision without hearing the appeUant’s counsel 
i^P&wnall V. Hood (1851), 11 C. B. 1 ; but see Fowdl v. Caswell (1849), 8 0. B. 14). 

(r) Cooper v. Harris^ supra, 

{s) Jarvis v. Peele (1851), 11 C. B. 15. 

(o) Wansey v. St. Peter Le Poor {Overseers) (1845), 7 Man. & G. 162. Where 
the respondent appears but the appellant does not, the court will affirm the 
decision with costs {White v. Pring (1849), 8 0. B. 13, following Page v. PerJHns 
(1845), 1 Lut. Reg. Cas. 255). 

(6) Gregory v. Turner (1868), 1 Hop. & Colt. 43. Qucere whether the 
respondent (an objector) may rely on objections overruled by the revising 
barrister but which have not been appealed against ( West v. Robson (1857), 3 0. B. 
(N. s.) 422, 431). 

(c) Nunn v. Deniofn (1844), 7 Man, & G. 66. 
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a case, even by consent (d). Only one counsel on each side will 
be beard (e). 

A notice of any preliminary objection to be taken by the 
respondent should be given to the appellant (/). 

514. If the court on the hearing are of opinion that the state- 
ment of the matter of appeal is not sufficient to enable them to 
give judgment in law, they may remit the statement to the revising 
barrister for fuller statement (^). 

Where a case is remitted the course is for the master to return 
it to the appellant with a note of the facts to be supplied, and for 
the appellant to transmit it to the revising barrister {h), 

615. There is no method of appealing in the absence of a case 
stated ; but although, as above appears, the revising barrister is 
only to state a case if he thinks it reasonable and proper that the 
appeal should be entertained (t), there is power to compel him to 
state a case if the High Court is of opinion that his refusal was not 
reasonable and proper. In such case an application for a rule in 
the nature of mandamus may be made, but only upon the following 
conditions, namely, that if any person feels aggrieved by a revising 
barrister neglecting or refusing to state a case, he may within one 
month after such neglect or refusal apply to the High Court upon 
affidavit of the facts (k) for a rule calling on the revising barrister, 
and also on the person, if any, in whose favour the decision from 
which the applicant desires to appeal was given, to show cause 
why a rule should not be made directing the appeal to be enter- 
tained and the case to be stated (1). Thereupon the High Court, 

(fi) Whithoin v. Thomits (1844), 7 Man. & G. 1. But in this case the 
couit allowed the revising barrister, being present in court, to make an 
alteration. 

(e) Qadshy v. Warhurton (1844), 7 Man. & G. 11. 

(/) Otherwise, if the objection succeeds, the appeal will be dismissed without 
coats {Re Speight ^ Ex parte Brooks (1884), 13 Q. B. J>. 42). 

{g) Barliamenta^ Yoters Eegistration Act, 1843 (f> & 7 Yict. c. 18), s. G5. The 
court will not remit for the insertion of a fact considered immaterial by the 
jovising barrister {Hinton v. Hinton (1845), 7 Man. & G. 163,* 166, n.), nor for 
the qualification of ])arties whose appeals are consolidated in a principal case, 
provided that enough is stated for the court to give judgment in law {Hitcluns 
V. Brown (1845), 1 Lut. Eeg. Cas. 328), but will remit where the revising 
bairister has stated evidence and not facts {Pitts v. Smedlei/ (1845), 7 Man. & 
O. 85). By consent of parties an amendment may be made in court {Whithorn 
V. Thomas (1844), 7 Man. & G. 1). 

{h) Well V. Aston (1843), 5 Man. & G. 14 ; Coogan v. Luckett (1846), Bar. & 
Ani. 716. 

ft) See p. 249, ante, 

\k) As to affidavits by the revising baiTister and further affidavits in reply 
thereto, see Re j8a7e (1880), Saint, Eegistration Cases, 4th ed. 339 ; and Re Bane^ 
[1879] W. N. 200, as reported Saint, E^stration Cases, 4th ed. 338, which 
appear to show that the making of affidavits by the revising banister is 
usually inconvenient, but not necessarily objectionable in any case. But in 
R . V. N^earif Ex y^rte Jenkins (1903), 52 W. E. 264, Lord Alverstone, C.J., 
said : 1 think it better that in future the barrister’s statement (against a rule 

nisi) should be made by affidavit, though of course there may be cases in which 
the matter cannot bo put on affidavit.” Such an affidavit was made in R, v. 
Soden, [1896] 1 Q. B. 634, C. A. See title Crown Practice, Vol. X., p. 109. 

(/) Poiliamentary and Municipal Eegistration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 26), 
•. 37. 
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or any judge thereof in chambers, may make a rule to show cause 
and make it absolute or discharge it, as seems just (m). 

If the revising barrister is served with any rule absolute, he must 
thereupon state the case accordingly; and the case must be 
stated and the appeal entertained and heard notwithstanding any 
limitations of time or place above appearing (?«)• 

516. The court may make any such order respecting the pay- 
ment of all or any part of the costs of an appeal as may seem 
meet, subject as follows : Where the respondent or person named 
to be respondent does not appear before the court in support of the 
decision of the revising barrister, no costs are to be given either 
against him or for him (o); to this there is an exception, namely, that 
where either the clerk of the county council or the town clerk is 
named respondent, the court may give costs against him (p). 

In the majority of cases the successful respondent has received 
costs, but the successful appellant has not (q). There is, however, 
no fixed rule. 


(m) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 20), 
8. 37 . 

in) I lid. ; see p. 249, ante. 

fo) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 70. 

(p) Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Yict. c. 20), 

«. 38. 

{q) In Sutton V. Wade (appeal dismissed), Gale v. Overend, Moore v. Atkinson 
(appeals allowed) (1890), Fox & S. Reg. 170, 174, 179, 185, Grantham, J., on 8'tmp- 
eon V. Wilkinson (1844), 1 Lut. Reg. Cus. 108, 178, being cited in an a])plication for 
costs, said : “ That case was decided some time ago. We think that in this court, 
as in others, the proiier rule of practice is for costs to follow the event ” ; and see 
Beal V. Exeter {Toivn Clerk) (1887), Fox & S. Reg. 31, 37. But in IJeelia v. Blain 
Q864), 18 0. 13. (n. s.) 90, Erle, O.J., said, at p. 110 : “ Where tho decision is in 
lavour of the appellant no costs are allowed. But where it is in favour of 
the respondent Ihe general rule is to give him his costs, the court reserving 
to itseli the right to modify the rule as tho circumstances of each case may seem 
to render it expedient.” See also v. (1801), K. & G. 434,447. In 

Capell V. Aston Overseers (1849), 8 U. B. 1, Wilde, U.J., said: “Where the 
coui’t affirms the decision and thinks it is a case in which the appellant was 
not warranted in questioning it afterwards, it is not unusual to give costs, but 
whore the appellant has got the judgment of tlio court in his favour it seems 
unreasonable to call upon tho overseers to pay costs.” 

In the following cases the revising bariiatei’s decision was affirmed with costs ; 
I)e Boinville v. Arnold (1850), 1 0. B. (n. s.) 3, 22 ; Birch v. Edwards (1847), 5 
0. B. 45 ; Watson v. J'lti (1847), 5 C. B. 77 ; Maslnter v. Bunn (1848), 6 G. B. 
30 ; Beamish v. Stole Overseers (1851), 11 C. B. 29, 40; Collins v. Thomas (1852), 
12 0. B. 039, 041 ; Beeson v. Burton (1852), 12 0, B. 047, 000 ; Passinghamy. Bitty 
(1855), 17 0. B. 299, 315; BaUr v. Locke (1804), 18 0. B. (n. 8.) 52, 64 ; 
Foster v. Medwin (1880), 6 0. P. D. 87, 96 ; ChiUa v. Cox (1887), Fox & S. Reg. 
84, 92; Sutton v. Wade (1890), Fox & S. Reg. 170, 185; Barnett v. IlieJemoit 
(1895), Fox & S. Reg. 412, 425. 

In the following cases the appeal was allowed, but without costs : Capell v, 
j.%lon Overseers (1849), supra; Lee v. Hutchinson (1850), 2 Lut. Reg. Cas. 
159, 169; Barclay v. Parrott (1856), 1 0. B. (n. S.) 49, 62; Beal v. Ford (1877), 
3 (). P. D. 73, 80 ; Smith v. WooJstm (1878), 4 0. P. D. 73, 79 ; James v. Howarth 
(1879), Colt. 87 ; Lowcock v. Broughton Overseers (1883), 12 Q. B. D. 369; Whit^ 
well v. North Biding of Yorkshire {Clerk of the Peace) (1889), Fox & S. Reg. 
162, 166 ; Lard y. Fox (1891), Fox & S. Reg. 266, 274. 

In the following cases the appeal was dismissed, but without costs : Sherlock 
V. Steward (1859), 7 C. B. (n. s.) 21, 28; Collier v. King (1862), 11 0. B. (n. s.) 
478, 479 (on the ground that there was a reasonable case for argument) ; Ford T. 


SiXJT. 4. 

Appeals. 


Costs of 
appeal. 



156 


Elections. 


Seot. 4. 
Appeals. 

Appeal to 
Court of 
Appeal. 


Notice of 
judgment. 


517. Every judgment or decision of the High Court is final and 
conclusive (r) as regards the particular voter whose vote has been 
discussed upon the point of law adjudicated upon (s), unless in any 
case it may seem fit to the High Court (t) to give special leave to 
appeal to the Court of Appeal, whose decision in such cases will be 
final and conclusive (a). 

The House of Lords, therefore, cannot, unless the issue be raised 
indirectly in another case (6), overrule the conclusion of law arrived 
at in the Court of Appeal. 

518. If the judgment of the High Court reverses the decision of 
the revising barrister, notice (c) of the judgment or order of the 
court must be given forthwith to sheriffs in counties or returning 
officers in boroughs having the custody of the register, or to the 
town clerk having the custody of the burgess roll, or to the clerk of 
the county council (d), as the case may require (e). 

This notice must be in writing under the hand of one of the 
masters of the Supreme Court. It must specify exactly every 
alteration or correction to be made in pursuance of the judgment 
or order (/). The copy of any such order purporting to be signed 
by one of the masters is sufficient evidence in all cases without 
proof of the master’s handwriting, and has the like force and effect 
as any entry made in any list or register of voters above referred 
to (y). 


Boon (1871), L. E. 7 0. P. 150, 158 (on the giouud of encouragement to appeal 
by the revising banistei) ; Minifie'Sf, Banger (1885), 16 Q,. B. D. 302, 304, 0. A. (on 
a like ground); Hurcum v. H-illeary (1893), Fox & S. Beg. 351, 350 (on the 
ground of a former decision of the couit being in the appellant’s favour) ; 
Fidcard v, Baylie (1879), Colt. 98, 117 ; Jones y, Briichard (1891), Fox & S. Reg. 
259, 265. See also Wehh v. Aston (1843), 5 Man. & G. 14, 32 ; Tepper v. Nvhols 
(1864), 18 0. B. (n. S.) 121, 141. Where the court remitted a case to the revising 
barrister to be restated and the apjjcllant abandoned it, it was held that the 
respondent was not entitled to costs {Laws v. Maillard (1809), L. R. 4 C. P. 
647). 

(r) The revising barrister may, notwithstanding, on a future occasion and 
between other parties, again raise the question even in relation to the same 
property qualification (Roberts v. Percival (18(J4), 18 C. B. (n. s.) 36); and 8«m5/c 
the court may overrule its prior decisions if clearly shown to be wrong 
(Hadjield^s Case (1873), L. E. 8 0. P. 306, per Bovill, C.J., at p. 31 IJ ; see also 
J\emp V. Wankh/Uy [1894] 1 Q. B. 265, 267. But see the Irish case of Sprout e v. 
Buchanan (1894), 2 Laws. Reg. Cas. 51. 

(«1 Parliamentary Voters Itegistration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 66. 

(n If such leave is refused the Coui t of Appeal may give leave to appeal ; see 
Judicature (Procedure) Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Vict. c. 16), s. 1 (5). 

(a) Judicature Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 68), s. 14. 

(h) As Hawke v. Dunn^ [1897] 1 Q. B. 579, a criminal case, was overruled in 
Powell V. Kempton Park Racecourse Co.^ [1899] A. C. 143. 

(c) But no order of the court for altering the register pursuant to the judgment 
of the court need be drawn up (Whitmore v. Red/ord (1843), 6 Man. & G. 
9, 13, 14). 

(d) County Electors Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Viet. c. 10), s. 4 ; compare Local 
Government Act, 1894 (56 & 67 Vict. c. 73), s. 44. 

(e) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. c. 18), s. 67 ; 
Parliamentary and Municipal Registration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 26), 

•. 35. 

(/) Hid. 

(y) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. o. 18), s, 68. 
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Part III. — Registration, and Revision op Lists op Voters, 

619. The person to whom the notice is so addressed must alter Sect. 4. 
or correct the register or burgess roll accordingly, and sign his name Appeals, 
against the alteration or correction, and hand over to his successors ... “I — 1- 
in office every such notice with the register or burgess roll (h), regfstS? ^ 


Part IV. — The Conduct of an Election. 

Sect. 1. — Parliamentary, 

Sub-Sect. \.—The Writ, 

620. The first formal (i) step towards the election of a member Issue of writ 
of Parliament is the issue of the writ (j) out of the Crown Office in general 
Chancery (/c). If a writ is illegally issued, the election following 

thereon will be void (Z). When a Parliament is summoned the 
royal proclamation, issued by the King upon the advice of the 
Privy Council, requiring the Chancellor to issue the writs is treated 
in practice as itself affording authority to the Crown Office to issue 
them (tji), though theoretically the authority should proceed imme- 
diately from the Chancellor (/t). On this follows what is called a 
General Election. 

621. When during the life of a Parliament a member dies, or issue of writ 
“ makes election for another place,’* or accepts an office, or becomes 

a iieer etc., the Speaker issues his warrant for the issue of a new 
writ for another election at the vacant place (o). This is done 
upon motion during the session of Parliament (p), but during a 

(//) Parliamentary Voters llopistration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. G7; 
Parliamentary and Municipal Hegistration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 26), s. 35. 

In lie Eastbourne {Town Cltrh), Ex parte Keay (1891), 66 L. T. 323, a mandamus 
against a town clerk to compel him to make an alteration in the burgess roll 
after publication where names had by mistake been placed in the wrong ward- 
roll was refused ; see also Re Allen (1859), 6 0. B. (n. s.) 334. 

(i) As to when an election “ begins ” in such a way as to make the parties con- 
cerned responsible for breaches of election law, see p. 263, post. 

(j) 4 Co. Inst. 4, 9, 10. As to proof of the wril, see Reed v. Lamb (1860), 

6 H. & N. 75, where, in an action for penalties under the Corrupt Practices 
Prevention Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 102), the plaintill gave in evidence a copy 
of the writ and return from the office of the Clerk of the Crown, certified by a clerk 
in the office to be a true copy of the original writ and examined therewith. 

The defendant’s counsel allowed this copy to be given in evidence as a certified 
copy. The court held that, assuming it was not a certilied copy, there was no 
ground for granting a new trial ; but Channei.l, B., guarded himself from saying 
that parol evidence of an election cte facto unconnected with any writ would have 
lieen sufficient. 

{k) By virtue of the transfer of powers effected by the Great Seal (Offices) Act, 

1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 8l\ s. 5. 

(Z) Re Cardiff Election House of Commons’ Journals, 13 Car. 2, 15 th June. 

(m) The practice is so stated by Sir W. Anson, Law and Custom of the 
Constitution, 3rd ed., Part I., p. 51. 

(n) 1 Bl. Com. (ed. 1844), p. 177 ; Orme, Election Laws (ed. 1812), p. 1 ; 
and see “An Act for further regulating elections of members to serve in 
Parliament” etc. stat. fl696) 7 & 8 Will. 3, c. 25, s. 1, 

(o) 6 Com. Dig, (ea, 1822), tit. Pailiament, D 8, where the writer adds; 

“ Though there be a petition depending for the election at the same place, if it bd 
not against him who dies etc.” 

(p) Sir T. Erskine May, Parliamentary Practice, 11th ed., p. C31. 
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EIleotioks. 


Sjsot. 1 
Parlia- 
mentary. 

Delivery of 
writ to 
returning 
officer. 


Who is to be 
the returning 
officer in a 
county. 


At university 
elections. 


recess is eflE’ected by a statutory notice in the London Gazette (j). 
Then follows what is called a Bye-election. 

Sub-Sect. 2. — The Metuming Officer, 

622. There is a ** returning officer in each constituency, to 
whom the writ is addressed ; and the duty of this officer is stated 
in the writ, namely, that, ** notice of the time and place of election 
having first been duly given, he shall cause election to be made 
according to law of a member [or members] to serve in Parliament 
for the constituency in question, and that he shall cause the name 
[or names] of such member [or members] when so elected, whether 
he [or they] be present or absent, to be certified to His Majesty in 
his Chancery without delay ’* (r). 

The writs must be delivered to the returning officer by the 
messenger or pursuivant of the Great Seal, or by his deputy, through 
the medium of the General Post Office (s), except when the returning 
officer is sheriff of London or Middlesex or holds his office within 
five miles of the metropolis (a). The returning officer has from 
this time forward the conduct of the election (6), and the date of 
the receipt of the writ is shown by his indorsement thereof upon 
the writ(c). 

523. The office of “ returning officer ” is held in a county by 
the sheriff (d). Where the constituency iff a division of a county, 
and the sheriff does not act himself, he may appoint in writing a 
fit person to be his deputy for all or any of the purposes relating 
to an election in any such division (e), 

Wri s directed to the sheriff must require him to cause election 
to be made of a member (or members) to serve in Parliament for 
his county and for any riding, part, or division thereof only, and 
not further or otherwise (/). 

524. The writ for election of a member or members for the 
Universities of Oxford, Cambridge, and London must be directed to 
the respective vice-chancellors thereof (g). 


(^) The Eecess Elections Act, 1784 (24 Geo. 3, sess. 2, c. 20), s. 2, as amended by 
the Elections in Eecess Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 20), s. 1. 

S Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 33), Sched. II. 

Parliamentary Writs Act, 1813 (53 Geo. 3, c. 89), as. 1 — 3. 

(a) Ibid, In these cases the writ must be carried to tlie returning officer direct. 
(b) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 33), passim. The returning officer can 
justify ordering a person who makes a noise and disturbance and obstructs him in 
the execution of his duty to be taken into custody and carried before a justice of 
the peace {Spilshury v. MicJclethwaite (1808), 1 Taunt. 146). 

U) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 33), Sched. II. 

[a) 5 Com. Dig. tit. Parliament, D 8. But if the sheriff die before the 
expiration of his year of office or before he is lawfully superseded, the under-sheriff 
must execute the office in the name of the deceased ^eriff (Sheriffs Act, 1887 
(50 & 51 Vict. c. 55), s. 25). If the sheriff be an officer of militia, and his regiment 
be embodied for actual service, he is personally discharged, and the under-sheriff 
is answerable for the execution of the office in his name (Militia Act, 1882 (45 & 46 
Vict. c. 49), s. 401. See title Sheritfs and Bailiffs. 

(e) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 33), s. 8. 

(/) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Vict. c. 68), s. 1. 

(y) Ibid.j and Eepresentation of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 102), 
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For those parliamentary boroughs which are neither counties in Sect. i. 
themselves nor municipal boroughs (/t), the sheriff for the time being Parlia- 
of the county in which any such borough is situate must in the month m entor y. 
of March in each year, by writing under his hand, to be delivered to pariia. 

the clerk of the peace of the county within one week and to be by mentary 

such clerk of the peace filed and preserved with the records of his 
office, nominate and appoint for each of such boroughs a fit person 
to be, and such person so nominated and appointed accordingly will 
be, the returning officer for such borough until the nomination to be 
made in the succeeding March ; and in the event of the death of 
any such person, or of his becoming incapable to act by reason of 
sickness or other sufficient impediment, the sheriff for the time 
being must, on notice thereof, forthwith nominate and appoint in 
his stead a fit person to be, and such person so nominated and 
appointed will accordingly be, the returning officer for such 
borough for the remainder of the current year(t). No person 
80 nominated and appointed as returning officer for any such 
borough can be compelled to serve a second time (/c). 

No person in holy orders, nor any churchwarden or over- 
seer of the poor within any such borough, is to be nominated or 
appointed as returning officer for the same ; and no person nominated 
or appointed as returning officer for any borough is to be appointed 
a churchwarden or overseer of the poor therein during the time 
for which he is such returning officer. Again, no person qualified 
to be elected to serve as a member of Parliament can be compelled 
to serve as returning officer for any borough for which he has been 
nominated or appointed by the sheriff as aforesaid, if within one 
week after he has received notice of his nomination or appointment 
as returning officer he makes oath of such qualification before 
any justice of the peace and forthwith notifies the same to the 
sheriff ( 1 ). 

625. When a parliamentary borough is divided into divisions, in divided 
the returning officer for such borough is the returning officer for boroughs, 
each division, and may, by writing under his hand, appoint a fit 
person to be his deputy for all or any of the purposes relating to 
a parliamentary election in any such division, and anything ia 
relation to a parliamentary election authorised or required to be 
done by, to, or before the returning officer (except the fixing of the 
day for taking the polls), may be done by, to, or before the 
returning officer himself or such deputy (wi). 


B. 41. The returning officcra for the Scotch universities may he found by reference 
to the Representation of the Peojde (Scotland) Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet c. 48), 
8. 37. As to the University of Dublin, it is to be implied from the University 
Elections Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet c. 63), s. 2, that the provost is to execute the 
office. 

(A) E.g.y the metropolitan parliamentary boroughs, which are unaffected by the 
London Government Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet c. 14). 
ft) Representation of the People Act, 1H32 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), s. 11. 

{k) This is the more important as the office is without remuneration (Ee Shor$* 
ditch Parliamentary Election, Ex parte JValker (1887), 56 L. T. 629). 

(f) Representation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 46), s. 11. 

(«i) Redistribution of Seats Act, 1885 (48 « 49 Viet. c. 23), s. 13. 
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EtECTlONS. 


Sect. 1. 
Parlia- 
mentary. 

In counties 
of towns, and 
municipal 
boroughs. 


Wrong 

returning 

officer. 

No fees etc. 
to be taken. 


526. Some cities or towns are counties of themselves (n), and 
in these the sheriff is the returning officer (o). In all other 
municipal ( 2 ?) boroughs ( 7 ) the mayor is the returning officer (r), 
and if there are more mayors than one within the boundaries of a 
parliamentary borough (a), the mayor of that borough to which the 
writ of election is dh'ected (h) is the returning officer (c). If, when 
a mayor is required to act as returning officer, that mayor is absent 
or incapable of acting, or if there is no mayor, the council must 
forthwith choose an alderman to be returning officer (cZ). 

527. If the wrong person acts as returning officer, the election 
will be void (e). 

528. Neither the sheriff nor his under-sheriff in any county or 
city, nor the mayor, bailiff, constable, portreeve, or other officer or 
officers of any borough, town corporate, port, or place, to whom 
the execution of any writ or precept for electing members to serve 
in Parliament belongs or appertains, must give, pay, receive, or 
take any fee, reward, or gratuity whatsoever for the making out, 


(n) Muni cipiil Corporations Act, 1882(45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), p. 2-14 (IV Tlie 
parliamentary boroughs which are counties of themselves are London, Bristol, 
Canterbury, Cliester, Exeter, Gloucester, Kmgston-uiion-lliill, Lincoln, Newcastle- 
iipon-Tyne, Norwich, Nottingham, Southampton, vVoicebter, and Yoik. 

( 0 ) In the event of the inea])acitv of the sheiilf of a county of a city or a county 
of a town, the council of the said city or town must fortliwith appoint another 
person to execute the office (Shenlls Act, 1887 (50 & 61 Viet. c. 55), s. 36 (1) ). 

{p) But all boroughs are not municipal. See note {h\ p. 259, ante. 

{q) The Act excepts Berwick-on-Tweed, which had been disfranchised by the 
Bedistribution of Seats Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viit. c. 23), s. 2. There would, of 
coui-se, be no returning officer 111 a distranchised constituency. 

(r) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 40 Vict. c. 50), s. 244(1). Compare 
the definition of “borough,” ibid., s. 7. 

(tt) I.e., in a district borough consisting of more than one municipal borough, 
that of Warwick and Leamington. 

(5) In any such case the w rit ot election miust be directed to the mayor of that 
one of the municipal boroughs to the mayor of which the writ was directed before 
the passing of the Bedistribution of Seats Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. 23), or if it has 
not been directed to any such mayor, then to the iiia^or of that one ot the muni- 
cipal boroughs which has the largest population according to ilie last census lor 
tlie time being. See the statute just referred to, s. 12 (5). 

(cl Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 60), s. 244 (2). 

(d) Ihul.j 8. 244 (;3). But whenever there is no person duly qualified in any 
borough to pcriorm the duties of a returning officer for the same, the sheriff of 
the county m which such borough is situate is to he charged with the execution 
of the writ, and is to execute the same and in all respects perform the duties 
of and incidental to the office of the returning officer. But it is not lawful for 
the sheriff to receive or execute the WTit except where theie is no person within 
such borough legally qualified and competent as returning officer to execute the 
same (Returning Officers Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Vict. c. 57), s. 1). Therefore since 
the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 50), this power of the 
sheriff is not likely to be important ; but in case of an impasse of any description 
it might still be invoked. 

(e) So at least it was held by a parliamentary committee in the WaJceJield Case 
(1842), Bar. & Aust 270, where the resignation of the jierson appointed by the 
sheriff to act as returning officer under the Representation of the People Act, 1832 
(2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), 8. 11, was in all the circumstances held illegal But it is to 
be not^ that the person who had been duly nominated and appointed as 
reluming officer w'as himself a candidate and as sitting member was respondent 
to tlie petition. 
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receipt, delivery, return, or execution of any such writ or 
precept (/). 

529. The returning officer has various duties cast upon him as 
to carrying out the election (, 7 ) ; statutory rules are prescribed 
which he must follow (h) ; and statutory forms are provided which 
be must use in issuing the necessary documents (i). But no 
election is to be declared invalid by reason of a non-compliance 
with such rules or any mistake in the use of such forms, if it 
appears to the tribunal having cognisance of the question that the 
election was conducted in accordance with the principles laid down 
in the body of the Ballot Act, 1872, and that such non-compliance 
or mistake did not affect the result of the election {k). Otherwise 
such non-compliance or mistake would be liable to defeat the 
election, unless the petitioner were estopped by his own conduct 
from taking advantage thereof (1). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Notice of Election, 

530, The returning officer in a county election must within 
two days after the day upon which he receives the writ, and in 
the case of a borough election on the day on which he receives the 
writ or the following day, give public notice, between the hours 
of nine in the morning and four in the afternoon, of the day on 
which and place at which he will proceed to an election, and of the 
time appointed for the election, and of the day on which the poll 
will be taken in case the election is contested, and of the time and 
j)lace at which forms of nomination papers may be obtained, and in 
the case of a county election must send one of such notices by post, 
fiee of charge, under cover, to the postmaster of the principal 
post-office of each polling place in the county indorsed with the 
words “Notice of Election”; and the postmaster receiving the 
same must forthwith publish it in the manner in which post-office 
notices are usually published {m), 

631. The day of election must be fixed by the returning officer, 
in the case of an election for a county or district borough 
not later than the ninth day after the day on which he receives 


(/) “An Act for furilicr u'^iihiting elections of nKonhers to serve in Parliament 
etc.” stut. ( 1G90) 7 & 8 Will. 3, c. 23, a. 2. The blieritf etc. for every wilful offence 
atjainst this enactment loifcits to every party so aggrieved the sum of £500, 
to be recovered by him or them, lii.s or their executors or administrators, together 
with full costs of suit {ibid., s. //). 

{q) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet c. 33), passim, 

(h) Ibid., 8. 28, and Sclicd. I., Part II. 

(i) Ibid., B. 28, and Sclied. II. “The forms contained in this schedule, 
or forms as nearly resemhling the same as circumstances will admit, shall be 
used in all cases to which they refer and are applicable, and when so used shall 
be siiflBcient in law ” (note to schedule). 

(k) Ibid., B. 13. Compare Greenock Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 247, 250, 251, 
where there was an irregularity in the appointments made by the sheriff as to 
polling places. This was before the Act. 

(l) East Clare Case (1892), Day, IGl. 

(m) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), s. 28, and Sched. I., Part I., t, L 
See title Post Opfiob. 
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Elections. 


Sect. 1. 
Parlia- 
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University 

elections. 


tho writ, with an interval of not less than three clear days 
between the day on which he gives the notice and the day of 
election ; and in the case of an election for any borough other than 
a district borough (n) not later than the fourth day after the day on 
which he receives the writ, with an interval of not less than two 
clear days between the day on which he gives the notice and the 
day of election (o). In reckoning time for these purposes Sunday, 
Christmas Day, Good Friday, and any day set apart for a public 
fast or public thanlisgiving are to be excluded, and where anything 
is required to be done on any day which falls on one of the above- 
mentioned days, such thing mny be done on the next day, unless 
it is one of the days excluded as above mentioned (p). 

632. The place of election is to be a convenient room in 
the town appointed by law (q) for the purpose, or if there be no such 
town, then in such town in the county as the returning officer 
may from time to time determine as being in his opinion most 
convenient for tho electors {r), 

533. The time appointed for the election is to be such two hours 
between the hours of ten in the forenoon and three in the afternoon 
as may be appointed by the returning officer, and the returning 
officer must attend during those two hours and for one hour after ({>■). 

534. The foregoing provisions as to notice of election do not 
apply to the universities (t). In the case of the Universities of 
Oxford and Cambridge, the vice-chancellor of the university (a) 
must upon the receipt of precepts for the election of members 
forthwith cause public notice to be given of the time and 
place of election, and must proceed to election thereupon within the 
space of eight days next after the receipt of the precept, and 
give four days’ notice at least of the day appointed for the election (/;). 


(ii) A district borough consisting of more than one municipal borouglj, 
Warwick and Leamington. 

(o) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), s. 28, and Sched. I., Part I., r. 2. 

Ip) Ibid.f s. 28, and Sched. I., Part L, r. 56. See title Time. 

((]) In some cases particular toAvns are specifically named by statute for the 
])ur})Ose ; e.g.f see “An Act concerning the Laws to be used in Wales,” stat. (153.5) 
27 lien. 8, c. 26, and Representation of the People Act, 18.32 (2 & 3 Will. 4, 
c. 45), 8. 16. In divisions of counties the county council has the power of 
appointing the place of election, and in default of any determination by them 
the returning officer may determine it. The jilace is to be that which in his or 
their opinion is the most convenient for the purposes of the election (Redis- 
tribution of Seats Act, 1885 (48 & 40 Viet. c. 2.3), s. 16 (1) ; Local Oovernnient 
Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 41), s. 3 (xii.) ; and compare Sheriffs Act, 1887 (50&51 
Viet. c. 55), 8. 18). In the case of a parliamentary borough or any division of a 
parliamentary borough the place of election is to be such room or rooms in the 
said borough as the returning officer may from time to time determine as being 
in his opinion the most convenient for the purposes of the election (Redistribution 
of Seats Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 23), s. 16 (2)). 

(r) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), s. 28, and Sched. I., Part L, r. 3, 

(«) Ibid.j s. 28, and Sched. I., Part I., r. 4. 

(t) Ibid., 8. 31. 

(al See p. 258, ante, 

(b) “An Act for further regulating the election of members to serve in Parliament 
etc.” stat. (1696) 7 & 8 Will. 3, c. 26, s. 1, which still applies to the Universities of 
Oxford and Cambridge, as these are not covered for this purpose by the Ballot 
Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33). 
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All notices to be given of the time and place of any election i, 

must be publicly given at the usual place or places within the Psurlia- 

hours of eight in the forenoon and four in the afternoon from the m entar y. 

26th day of October to the 25th day of March inclusive, and 
within the hours of eight in the forenoon and six in the afternoon 
from the 25th day of March to the 25th day of October, and not 
otherwise. No notice will be valid and published which is not so 
made (c). 

In the case of the University of London the vice-chancellor 
must proceed to election within six days* after the receipt of the 
writ, giving three clear days’ notice of the day and place of election, 
exclusive of the day of proclamation and the day of election (cZ). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Commencement of the Election, 

535. Although the first formal step in every election is the issue When the 
of the writ (e), the election is considered for some purposes (/) to 
begin at an earlier date. It is a question of fact in each case when 
an election begins {g) in such a way as to make the parties con- 
cerned responsible for breaches of election law, the test being 
whether the contest is “ reasonably imminent ” (/t). Neither the 
issue of the writ (t) nor the publication of the notice of election (/j) 
can be looked to as fixing the date when an election begins from 
this point of view(/). Nor, again, does the nomination day(m) 

(c) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1793 (.33 Geo. 3,c. 64), s. 1, which still applies 
to the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge for the same reason as that given 
in tlie preceding note. 

(d) Representation of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102), s. 42. As to 
the Scotch universities, see Representation of the People (Scotland) Act, 1863 
(31 & 32 Viet. c. 48), s. 37. 

(e) See p. 257, ante. 

(/) It 13 often important in cases arising under the law of parliamentary 
election, e q.^ in cases of corrupt and illegal practices under the Corrupt anil 
Mlegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), to say when an 
election begins. That statute contains freciuent relerences to “during tho 
election.” 

(<jf) Kennington Case (1886), 4 O’M. & H. 93. 

(k) Elgin and Naim Case (1895), 5 O’M. & 11. 1,2 — 13. The election must not 
be in nnhihns, but reasonably imminent. The legislature had in view a period 
not at least much anterior to the group or series of events which immediately 
precede the nomination. Instances are given of a vote adverse to the Ministry or 
canvassing commenced by a candidate Avhen political sagacity tells him that a 
general election is imminent {iMd.), This is a Scotch case, hut it has been 
approved by Pollock, B., in the Lichfield Division Case (1895), 5 O’M. & H. 27, 

35, and by Lawrance, J., in the Maidstone JJorowfh Casr (1906), 5 O’M. & II. 

200, 210 ; and although Grantham, J., in the Great Yarmouth Borough Case 
(1906), 5 O’M. & H. 176, 192, disapproved of it, yet that judge in a series of 
cases expressed views on this subject wbicli admittedly disagreed with the dicta 
of many previous courts. See Maidstone Borough CasOf supra^ at p. 201 ; Bodmin 
Division Case (1906), 5 O’M, & H. 225 ; and Great Yarmouth Borough Ca,se, supra. It 
is a man’s own choice when he issues his challenge and commences his candidature 
{Lichfield Division Casey supra). An absolute stranger cominj^ to the district in 
which the election is held will be more readily judged to nave commenced a 
candidature by holding meetings, and so forth, than one who lives in the 
neighbourhood {Lancaster Division Case (1896), 5 O’M. & H. 39). 

(i) See p. 257, ante, 

Qc) See p. 261, ante. 

(l) Elgin and Nairn Case (1896), 5 O’M. & H. 1, 2 — 13. 

(t») See p. 273, post. 
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Sect. 1. afford any criterion ( n ). The election will usually begin at least 
Parlia- earlier than the issue of the writ (o). The question when an 
mentary. election begins must be carefully distinguished from that as to when 
“ the conduct and management of ” an election may be said to 
begin (p). Again, the question as to when a particular person com- 
mences to be a candidate is a question to be considered in each 
case iq). 

Sub- Sect. 5. — Candidates. 

kcaningof 536. A person seeking to be elected is called a candidate (?•), and 

“candidate.” Jaw no one is entitled to be a candidate at a parliamentary 
election unless he is duly qualified according to law to be a member 
of Parliament (s). But a person who is not qualified to be elected 
may in fact be a candidate, with the responsibilities and rights 
attaching to the position {t). The question who is a candidate at a 
parliamentary election is of importance, chiefly for the purpose of 
deciding whether the person concerned comes within the provisions 
of the Acts for the ])rovention of corrupt and illegal practices (a), so 
far as those provisions relate to the responsibility of a candidate. 
In these Acts the expressions candidate at an election ” and 
“ candidate ’* respectively mean, unless the context otherwise 
requires, any person elected to serve in Parliament at such election, 
and any person who is nominated as a candidate at such election, 
or is declared by himself or by others to be a candidate on or after 
the day of the issue of the writ for such election, and after the 
dissolution or vacancy in consequence of which such writ has been 

('«) Walsall JJorongh Case (1892), 4 O’.M. & H. 123, 125. 

(o) Elgin and Nairn Case, siqna. 

Ip) Great Yarmouth Borough Case (190G), 5 O’M. & H. 176, 189. See note (h), 
p. 263, ante, as to the observations of Grantham, J., iii that case. “ From the time 
when a man becomes the adopted candidate he is in a position in m Inch he may 
incur expenses for the conduct and management of the election which is still in 
the future ; but it does not at all follow that all the expenses w^hicli he incurs 
because he is a candidate, and which he would not incur if he w’ere not a 
candidate, and which, in one sense, therefore have a reference to that election 
w liich is still in the future, are expenses incurred in the conduct and manage- 
ment of the election. They may possibly be, but they are not by any means 
necessarily so” {per Channell, J., ; compare Walsall Borough Case (1892), 

4 G’M. & H. 121, 125). But if a man begins to incur expenses before the dis- 
solution or the issue of the writ, these expenses must be returned as having lieen 
incurred “ on account of the conduct or management of the election’' within the 
CoiTupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), s. 8 (1). 

(7) See the definition ot a candidate in the Corrupt and Ille<jal Practices 
Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), s. 63 ; and comjjare l^orwich Case 
(1880), 4 O’M. & H. 84. See p. 265, post, and title Pauhament, 

(r) The various franchises described in Part II. only come into operation for 
the purpose of being exercised at an election where more persons are seeking to 
be elected than there are seats to be filled. “ Crnd' dates are poisons olTering 
themselves to the suffrages of the electois” (per Lord Ellenbokougii, O.J., in 
Morris v. Burdelt (1813), 2 M. & S. 212). 

(«) For the qualifications and disqualifications of members of Parliament, see 
title Pabliament. For the law as to the withdi*awal or death of a candidate, see 
pp. 276, 302, post, 

{t) Harford v. Linksey, [1899] 1 Q. B. 852. 

in) See Representation of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102), 
■s. 11, 49, 60; Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 
V ict. c. 61), 8. 65 (1) , and Sohed. III. ; and Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention 
Act, 1895 (68 & 69 Viet. c. 40), s. 6. 
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issued (Z>). But when a person has been nominated or declared, Sect, i, 
without his consent, nothing in the Acts is to be construed to Parlia- 
impose any liability on that person, unless he has afterwards given mentary. 
his assent to such nomination or declaration or has been elected (o). 

Also, if he is nominated or declared, either without his consent or 
in his absence, and takes no part in the election, he may, if he 
thinks fit, make a declaration respecting election expenses in a 
prescribed form (d), to the effect that he was nominated or declared 
in his absence and took no part in the election ; that neither he 
nor anyone on his behalf has made any payment or incurred any 
liability in respect of the conduct of the election ; that he has not 
l^aid any money nor given any security or other consideration to any 
person acting as his election agent ; that he is entirely ignorant of 
any money having been paid by anyone for the purposes of the 
election ; and that he will not in the future make any payment for 
such purposes (<?). If this declaration is made it becomes the duty 
of the election agent, so far as circumstances admit, to comply with 
the statutory provisions with respect to exi)enses incurred on 
account of and in respect of the conduct or management of the 
election in like manner as if the candidate had been nominated or 
declared with his consent (/). A candidate after nomination may 
withdraw, or be withdrawn if he be out of the United Kingdom, 
within the time appointed for the election (g). If a person with the 
intention of becoming a candidate commits illegal acts before any 
dissolution or vacancy, but is in fact neither nominated nor declared 
to be a candidate after the writ has been issued or after the occur- 
rence of the dissolution or vacancy, he cannot be responsible as 
a candidate (h). 

537. Having become a candidate, it is often of great importance When 
to ascertain the date upon which the person’s candidature com- cnndulaiure 
mences, so as to fix the commencement of his responsibility. A 
person may become a candidate within the meaning of the Acts 
referred to before a vacancy occurs, or the dissolution of Parliament, 
or the issue of a writ (i), and before being accepted as a candidate 
by any political association (/c). But a person does not necessarily 
become a candidate when he forms the intention to become a 
candidate (/). He may, however, become a candidate as soon as he 
begins to incur any expenses on account of an election (m). An 


(/>) Corrupt and Illegal riaclicfb Prevention Act, 1883 (-10 & 47 Yict. c. 51), 
P. (53 (1). 

(r) Ihid., 8. 63 (2) (a). 

(rZ) Ihid., Sched. II., Part 11. 

(c) I hid,, 8. 63 (2) (b), 

(/) Ibid.; see p. 273, post. 

{(/) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 30 Viet. c. 33), s. 1 ; Boe p. 276, post. 

(h) Yovghal Case (1809), 1 O’M. & II. 291. 

(t) Norwich Case (1886), 4 O’M. & H. 84 ; Montgomery Boroughs Case (1802), 4 
O’M. & H. 167 ; see also p. 263, ante. 

(/r) Stepney Case (1886), 4 O’M. & H. 34. The date on which a candidate is 
selected by a political association is relevant to prove when the person selected 
becomes a candidate {Great Yarmouth Borough Case (1906), 5 O’M. & H. 176), 

U) See Malcolm v. Parry {2nd Case) (1876), L. E. 10 C. P. 168. 

(m) Rochester Borough Case (1892), 4 O’M. & H. 156 ; Maidstone Borough Can 



Electioks. 


SECT. 1. ‘‘election” means a definite election within the liuowledge and 

Parlia- contemplation of the candidate, although the date of such election 

mentaiy. be quite uncertain (n). The period, however, during which a 
person should be held responsible as a candidate must be confined 
within reasonable limits of time (o) ; but the actual date upon which 
an election was fixed is immaterial, and an earlier date may be 
taken as the commencement of a person’s candidature, and it depends 
on the circumstances and facts of each case how far back that date 
may be(p). The question of the date of commencement must 
depend on facts existing on that date ; it cannot depend on ex post 
facto circumstances (q). Thus, the expenses of obtaining a candidate, 
or of inducing an individual to become a candidate, are very 
different from the expenses of procuring his election when 
obtained (r) ; but if the nominal object of expenses were to obtain a 
candidate, while the real object was to promote the election of an 
individual, the expenses would be within the Act («). 

Sub-Sect. 6. — Appointment of the Election Agent and Sul-agenU, 

Appointment 638. On or before the day of nomination a person, who 
»genr^*°*^ should be a respectable and responsible man, responsible to 

(1906), 5 O’H. & H. 200. In the Maidstone Ihrottgh Case and also in the Bodmin 
Dmisxon Case (1906), o O’M. & II. 225, Grantham, J., differed fiom Lia 
colleagues and from many authorities on this point. As to what are expenses 
incurred on account of an election, see pp. 295, 335, post, 

(n) Lichfield Division Case (1895), 6 O’M. & H. 27 ; Elgin and Nairn Case 
(1895), 6 0’M. &n. 1. 

(o) “The peri<^ during which a candidate can be held responsible for the 
illegal and injudicious acts of his recognised supporters must be confined within 
reasonable limits. It would not be reasonable to say that a man who contem- 
plates in the year 1892 becoming a candidate in 1890 could not legally employ a 
I)ei sou to do for him a variety of acts to ingratiate him with those whose votes and 
tuflrages he intended to seek in some future year ” {per Uawkins, J., in Walsall 
Jhn'ough Case (1892), 4 O’M. & H. 123); see Kenningion Dicidon Case (188Gb 4 
O’M. & n. 93. 

{p) Lancaster Division Case (1896), 5 O’M. & H. 39. How far back it is 
necessary to go must depend, inter aha, on the candidate’s position in the 
constituency or neighbouihood. The actions and exi)enses of a man living in 
a district, or whose parents live in the district, or who is an employer of labour 
there, are not to be regarded from the same standpoint as the actions and 
expenses of a stranger coming into the distiict with the view of ultimately 
representii'.g it in Parliament. I he latter person may be a candidate as soon 
fls he begins to spend money and allows it to bo known that ho intends to stand, 
although no election is actually pending ; see per Pollock, B., ibid.; see also 
Lie h fit Id Division Cose, supra. 

{q) Lancaster Division Case, supra. A political association may spend largo 
eums in order to further the interests of whatever person they shall ultimately 
decide to support, without making any individual responsible as a candidate 
{Lichfield Division Case, supra) \ see also the Boston Borough Case (1874), 2 O’M. 
& II. 161. 

(r) Norwich Case (1886), 4 O’M. & II. 84, where a party meeting wag held on 
2l8t September before the resjiondent had consented to stand and a resolution 
passed that a requisition should be got up requesting the respondent to be a 
candidate. After this, persons were emplo3cd to obtain signatures to the requi- 
sition; and on 12th October a second meeting w^as held, at which the respondent 
was requested to stand and consented. It was held that the expenses of the two 
meetings were not expenses which the respondent ought to have returned os 
•lection expenses* 

(•) Ibid. 
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the candidate and to the public (t), must be named by or on 
behalf of each candidate as his “election agent “ for such 
election (m). A candidate may name himself as election agent, and 
he will in that case be responsible as such(x). On or before the 
day of nomination the name and address of the election agent must 
be declared in writing by the candidate or some other person on his 
behalf to the returning officer, and the returning officer must 
forthwith give public notice of the name and address of every 
election agent so declared (a). 

One election agent only is to be appointed for each candidate : 
but the appointment, whether the election agent appointed be the 
candidate himself or not, may be revoked ; and in the event of such 
revocation or of the death of the appointed agent, whether such 
event is before, during, or after the election, then forthwith 
another election agent must be appointed, and his name and 
address declared in writing to the returning officer, who must 
forthwith give public notice of the same (h). The one election 
agent so appointed may legally be employed for payment (c). 

539. In counties one sub-agent, who may be paid(cf), may Sub-agcnU. 
be appointed by the election agent to act witliin each “polling 
district “(c). As regards matters in a polling district, the election 

agent may act by the sub-agent for that district ; and the responsi- 
bility of the latter and that of the candidate for his acts will bo 
the same as in the case of an election agent (/). 

One clear day before the polling the election agent must declare 
in writing the name and address of every sub-agent to the returning 
officer, and tho returning officer must forthwitli give public notice 
of the name and address of every sub-agent so declared (p). 

The appointment of a sub-agent is not vacated by the election 
agent who appointed him ceasing to be election agent, but may 
be revoked by the election agent for the time being of the candi- 
date ; and in the event of such revocation or of the death of a sui)- 
agent another sub-agent may be appointed, and his name and 
address forthwith declared in writing to the returning officer, who 
must forthwith give public notice of the same (h). 

There are no sub-agents in borough elections (t). 

540. An election agent at an election for a county or borough Election 
must have within the county or borough or within any county of a 

(<) Barroiv-in- Furness Case (188G), 4 O’M. & 11. 7(>,7?cr Field, J , at p. 82. 

\a) OoiTupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 

B. 24(1). 

(a:) Ihid.^ s. 24 (2). 

la) Ibid.f 8. 24 (3). 

(5) Ibid.f 8. 24 (4). 

(c) Ibid,, Soiled. 1., Part I. (1). If the election agent ia a person in the employ 
of the candidate, it will be a question of fact whether there was a contract to pay 
him as election agent (Hartlepool Case (1910), Times, 4th May). 

I d) Ibid., Sched. I., Part 1. (2) 

e) Ibid,, 8. 25 (1). As to wliat is a polling district, see p. 308, post* 

f) nyid.,i,25 {2), 

g) Ibid., 8. 25 (3). 

h) Ibid., 8. 25 (4). 

i) Ibid., 8. 25, and Sched. L, Part I. (2). 
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Elections. 


Sect. I. city or town adjoining thereto, and a sub-agent must have in his 

Parlia* district or within any county of a city or town adjoining thereto, 

m entar y. an office or place to which all claims, notices, writs, summonses, and 
documents may be sent, and the address of such office or place 
must be declared at the same time as the appointment of the said 
agent to the returning officer, and must be stated in the public 
notice of the name of the agent (/c). 

Any claim, notice, writ, summons, or document delivered at such 
office or place and addressed to the election agent or sub-agent, as 
the case may be, is deemed to have been served on him ; and every 
such agent may in respect of any matter connected with the election 
in which he is acting be sued in any court having jurisdiction in 
the county or borough in which the said office or place is situate (/). 

641. A paid election agent or sub-agent may not vote (m). 


Assistant R 
and workers. 


Polling 
agents, 
clerks an<l 
mcsscngci-s. 


Situ-Sect. 7.— Assistants^ Worlters and A/jents. 

542. Besides the election agent and (in the case of counties) 
his sub-agents, a candidate is allowed to have a limited number of 
paid assistants (u), who may be electors, but may not vote (o), and 
whose parents, if such assistants are infants, are likewise prohibited 
from voting (p), but who are not necessarily agents, for whom the 
candidate is responsible (though they may be such), and an unlimited 
number of un[)aid workers or helpers, who may vote, and as to 
whom it will in each case be a question of fact whether they have 
been employed to such an extent as to make them in all the circum- 
stances agents for whom the candidate is responsible (q), 

543. One polling agent in each ])olling station, and no more, 
may be legally employed for payment (/)• 

In a borough one paid clerk (s) and one paid messenger may be 

(/r) Corrupt and Illegal Pi act ices Prevention Act, 188;i (40 & 47 Vict. c. 51), 

B. 20 (1). 

m Ibid , 8. 26 (2). 

(ra) Ibid.y Sclied. I , Part I. (7). Compare Rcjircscntation of tlie People Act, 
1867 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 102), s. 11. 

(it) Con upt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), 
Sched. I., Puit I. Persons wl 10 aie not employed to render personal seivice in 
furtherance of the election of a caiidLlate, but merely to do oidiiiary work 
ancillary thereto, such as preparing a room for a meeting etc., are not within this 
provision {Central Finsbury Division Case (1892), 4 O’M. & H. 171, 177). 

(o) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (40 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
Sched. I., Part I, (7). An honorarium paid aiter the election to owe wlio had been 
a volunteer at the time, and luid voted believing himself to be such, was held illegal 
(South-west Essex Case (1886), 2 T. L. R. 388). 

But if once a person is employed for payment in some capacity at an election, 
there is no restriction on the right of that person to render services to tlie candi- 
date such as he may think fitting, except that he cannot be employed in tbe 
payment of election expenses, unless he is a sub-agent (Elgin arid Naim Case 
(1895), 5 O’M. h H. 1, 13). 

( p) Stepney Case (1880), 4 O’M. & H. 34, 39. 

Iq) “Up<»n the common-sense, broad view of it” (Dewdley Case (1860), 1 
O’M. & H. 16, 18). 

(r) Corrupt ana Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), 
Sched. I.. Part I. (.3). 

(«) Where the election agent was a solicitor, and he employed one of his regular 
clerks, paying him no additional salary, for w'ork in connection with the election, 
the court hela that he was not a ** clerk” who must be reckoned for this purpose 
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legally employed for payment for every five hundred electors in the Sect. i. 
borough (t). Parlia- 

In a county one clerk (a) and one messenger may legally be m entai y. 
employed for payment for the central committee room, or if the 
number of electors in the county exceeds five thousand, then a 
number of clerks and messengers not exceeding in number ono 
clerk and one messenger for every five thousand electors in the 
county ; and there may also be employed for payment a number of 
clerks and messengers not exceeding in number one clerk and one 
messenger for each polling district in the coiinly, or where the 
number of electors in a polling district exceeds five hundred one 
clerk and one messenger for every five liundred electors in the 
polling district (^>). The number of clerks and messengers so 
allowed in any county may be employed in any polling district 
where their services may be required (c). 

No provision is made for the employment and payment by the 
candidate of persons to keep the peace and protect property at the 
time of an election (d). 

544. Although there is no statutory limit in respect of the Unpaid 
unpaid workers and agents of a candidate, he is responsible for care ^orkerg. 
in the selection of suitable persons and for supervision of their 
conduct on his behalf (e). 

A candidate’s liability under the parliamentary common law 
of agency” (/) depends upon a peculiar principle special to this 

(Buchrose Diiiswn Case (1880), 4 O’M. & H. 110, 1 10). “ Pilots,” witlim the limited 
number, may be classed as messengers {Hartlepool Case (1910), Timcs^ 4lb Ma}). 

{t) Comipt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (40 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 

Sciied. I., Part T. (4). 

(a) See note {s\ ]). 268, ante, 

{b) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 

Sened. I., Part I. (5). In either boroughs or counties, if there be a number of 
electors in excess of a multiple of five hundred or five thousand, as the ciise may 
be, one paid clerk and one ])aid messenger may be appointed in respect thereof 
{ibid.). As to what is a polling district, see p. 308, post. 

U) Ibid., Sched. I., Pait I. (6). 

(d) The greatest caution sliouhl be used before such employment and payment 
is resorted to by private peisons, the proper course bein" to apply to the 
magistrates and police authoiities where reasonable tear exists (/2i^den v. Passmoie 
Edimi ds {I880)y 44 L. T. 192). Where money was paid by an agent of tlie 
candidate in order to enable men to be hired for keeping order at one of the 
meetings held by that candidate, this was lield to be an illegcd ])raclice within 
the Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
s. 28. Volunteers may be employed to keep older, and where seiious disorder is 
apprehended, it may be wise to swear in such volunteers as sjiecial constables 
{Ipswich Case (1886), 4 O’M. & II. 70, 7-1). 

(c) “ Let the canaidate feel,” said Vaughan Williams, J., that if he person- 
ally avoids corruption, and carefully chooses his agents, and carefully supervises 
their conduct on his behalf, he will not suffer the consequences of the misconduct 
of others” {Hexham Case (1892), shorthand notes of judgment, published as 
Parliamentary Paper No. 25 of 1893, at p. 11). 

(/) It was enacted by the Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. o. 

125), 8. 26, that, save as otherwise provided by rules, the principles, practice, and rules 
on which committees of the House of Commons had theretofore acted in dealing 
with election petitions should be observed, so far as might be, by the court and 
judge in the case of election petitions under that Act. Hence it has come about 
that the principle under discussion, originating in parliamentary coiumittees, haa 
been grafted on the common law. 
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Elections. 


Sect. l. 
Parlia- 
mentary. 

Agency, 


matter and distinct from the principles prevailing in the criminal 
or civil {g) law of agency. The candidate’s liability under this 
principle may extend to the acts of every person who is de facto a 
member of the stuff which is conducting the election and whose 
services are directly or indirectly recognised or made use of by the 
candidate or his election agent, whether such person be paid or 
unpaid (h). 

The crucial test is whether there has been employment or 


{(j) “ Tlierc are three princpiles, applicable to three kinds of matters. There is, 
first of all, the strictest of all principles, that which is applicable to a criminal 
cliarge, and there a man is responsible for nothing at all except his own individual 
guilt. There is then the principle that is applicable to actions of a civil kind 
raised against a party on tne ground of a wrong done, and in which it is proved 
that the wrong was done by the defender’s agent — i.c., a person employed by the 
delender while be was doing the thing which he was employed to do ; hut then 
tliere comes in the principle that he was employed to do the particular work, and 
that he was not employed to do the wrong. Then there is the third class of cases, 
with which we are at present engaged, where in these election petitions, it being 
proved that a candidate is having his election cariied on by a committee or by 
certain canvassers, those canvassers do something which, if the candidate is 
rc'^ponsible for it, will invalidate the election ; and it is held that he is respon- 
sible for it in the sense of making the validity of the election depend on 
it” {per Lord Barcaple, Greenock Case (1800), 1 & IT. 247, 251 ; 

approved by Blackburn, J., in North Norfolk Case (1800), 1 O’M. & 11. 236, 
238, 240. Comimre, for the responsibility of a candidate for penalties for 
bribery under the Corrupt Practices Prevention Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Vict. c. 102), 
8. 2, Cooper v. Blade (1858), 27 L. J. (q. b.) 449, judgments in the House of Lords, 
at p. 462). 

[iC) Noi'wich Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 8, 10 ; Greenock Case, supra ; Not ih Norfolk 
Case, sxipra. The principle is similar to that winch prevails in the law of master 
and servant {Norwich Case, supra; Westminster Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 87, 95 ; 
Aylesbury Case (1886), 4 O’M. & IJ. 59, 62). And even the express prohibition 
by tlic candidate of the act in question does not prevent the agency in case of 
(llsf)bedience {Taunton Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 181, 182 ; Barnstaple Case (1874), 
2 O’AI. & H. 105). The candidate lias been compared in several cases to a 
yachtsman who is responsible in a yacht race for the conduct of every person wdio 
is de facto on hoard liia vessel {Weslbury Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 47, 55 ; Tam- 
woHh Case {18G9), 1 0’]\I. & H. 75, 81 ; Coventry Case (1860), 1 O’M. & H. 97, 
107 ; BJadiburn Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 198, 202 ; Wiyan Case (1881), 4 
O’M. & H. 1, 11). An agent may turn an innocent act into a guilty act by the 
manner of his doing it, as, for instance, where the candidate intended a distribu- 
tion of coals simply as a charity to the poor, but the agent added cards with the 
candidate’s compliments, wdiich cards also bore the name of the person who 
eventually became the candidate’s agent for the purpose of election expenses 
{Boston Case (1874), 2 O’M. & H. 161, 16G). The mere fact, however, that a 
candidate has not interfered to prevent tlie act is not enough to render him liable 
it agency is not otherwise established {Wigan Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 188, 192). 
An absolute refusal by a candidate to employ a person as bis agent W’ill not 
necessarily prevent him from being an agent {Stroud Case (1874), 3 O’M. & H. 7. 
11). All the circumstances of the case must be taken into consideration; and 
the evidence may he regarded cumulatively as establishing the agency {BewdUy 
Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 16, 18 ; StnleybHdge Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 66, 70 ; 
Wakefield Case (1874), 2 O’M. & H. 100, 102 ; Tewkesbury Case (1880), 3 
O’M. & H. 97, 99 ; Bridgewater Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 112, 115 ; Taunton 
Case, supra; Hereford Case (1869), 1 O’M. a II. 194, 195). If the candidate 
be shown to be honest, the agency will have to be very clearly shown {Wi^an 
Case, supra ; Westminster Case, supra). So, again, if the act is isolated {Hastings 
Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 217, 219). But a candidate must not take the 
benefit of a man’s services and repudiate them at the same time {BamstapU 
Case, supra; Greenock C7(Wf, supra; Staleybridge Gate, supra. 
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Beot. 1. 
FarUa- 
mentary. 


(i) Great Yarmouth Borough Case (1906), 6 O’M. & H. 176, per Chaxnell, J., 
at p. 189. 

(j) Dungannon Case (1880), 3 O’M. & H. 101 ; TValceJield Case (1874), 2 O’M. & H, 
100, 102 ; Aylesbury Case (1886), 4 O’M. & II. 59, 62. 

(Jc) Galway Case (1874), 2 O’M. & H. 196, 200. A land accent is not necessarily 
an agent in election matters {Tamworth Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 75, 82); nor 
is any employment in election business necessarily enough to make the employee 
an agent (ITirifisor (7056 (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 1,3). Compare Londonderry Case 
(^1869), 1 O’M. & H. 274, 278 ; Salford Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 133, 136 ; 
Hartlepool Case (1910), Times, 4th May. In the last case connection established 
between a supporter and the committee room was held to be proof of agency. 

{1) Hexham Case (1892), shorthand notes of judgment, published as a 
Parliamentary Paper, No. 25 of 1893. 

(m) The exact effect of a letter from the candidate inviting assistance will 
depend upon the particular circumstances ; but proof of such a letter is a con- 
siderable step towards the establishing of agency {Blackburn Case (1869), I 
O’M. & 11. 198, 200; Gahvay Case (1872), 2 O’M. & H. 46, 53 ; Norwich Case 
(1886), 4 O’M. & H. 84, 89). Agency at a previous election is some evidence of 
agency at a subsequent election {IVaierford Case (1870), 2 O’M. & II. 1, 2). So 
IS the fact that the xierson is agent to another candidate who has coalesced with 
the candidate in question {Norwich Case (1871), 2 O’M. & H. 38, 39). But the 
mere fact of the joint candidature is not conclusive if the candidate in question 
is innocent and unsuspicious of the wrong {Malcolm v. Parry {find Case) (1875), 
L. R. 10 C. P. 168). A man who was given carte blanche by the canuRlate to 
spend money was held by that fact to have been constituted an agent to a very 
full extent {Bewdley Case (1869), 1 O’M. H. 16, 19) ; but see now the Corrupt and 
Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), s. 28, as to payments 
not made by or through the election agent. Where the petitioner’s suj)portei*B 
told an admitted agent of the respondent that a particular person was bribing in 
respondent’s interest, and that person was allowed to continue driving voters to 
the poll, Grantham, J., and Channrll, J., differed as to whether this person was 
an agent, the former holding that he was not an agent, but the latter thinking 
that he was an agent {Great Yarmouth Borough Case, supra). It is suggested 
by the judgment of Pollock, B., in the Sunderland Borough Cewe (1896), 5 
O’M. & H. 63, that if the candidate’s election agent were to adopt another 
man’s lie, and were to use it in all election circulars, and were to make it 
his own, he and that candidate would be responsible for such lie. But if the 
person alleged to be agent published, as in the Swansea Case (municipal), 
Cambna Daily Leader ^ 3rd February, 1909, a statement (not shown to be a 
lie) for his own protection, and the candidate afterwards, thinkin,g that it 
would help his election to give further circulation to such letter, suggested to 
the person alleged to be agent that he should further circulate such letter, 
it does not appear that such fact would constitute such person an agent. It 
is as though, said the commissioner, a squire, who was a candidate at an 
election, heard it said that his gamekeeper, who was one of his supporters, 
and whose popularity would affect his own, had been setting nian-ti aps in the park. 
It he were to suggest that such a gamekeeper should publish a denial of tlie slander, 
and if he were then to publish the denial as a circular, could it be said that ho 
had thereby made the gamekeeper an agent to do election work for him ? 

(n) Hastings Case (1869), Leigh and Le Merchant, 4th cd., 1885, p. 81. 

(o) Hereford Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 194, 195 


authorisation of the agent by the candidate to do some election 
work, or the adoption of his work when done(i). 

If a material part of the business of the election which is supposed 
to be performed by the candidate himself has been intrusted to 
another person, that person vrUl, primd facie at least, be an agent (j). 
But every supporter is not an agent {k ) ; and all the circumstances, 
including the amount of care exercised by the candidate in selection 
and supervision of his agents (Z), must be weighed in each case (m). 

A candidate’s wife, if she interferes in an election, is ipso facto 
his agent {n). There are degrees of agency (o), and a man may 
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Committees. 


Associations. 


also be an agent for a limited purpose only (p). An agent of 
an agent may he(q), but is not necessarily (r), an agent of the 
candidate. 

Canvassers — those who ask persons to vote or refrain from 
voting («) — may or may not be agents ; but canvassing is one of 
the things from which agency may be inferred (t). And proof of 
canvassing by procurement, express or implied, of the candidate is 
sufficient to establish agency (a). The mere fact of canvassing is 
not conclusive (Z>), especially if the candidate is himself carrying on 
a personal canvass (c). 

Membership of a committee is, again, one of those circumstances 
each of which is inconclusive in itself, but several of which taken 
cumulatively will establish agency (d). 

Political associations may be agents of the candidate when 
in privity with him (e). But they may be agents of his party 


(p) IVesthury Case (1869), 1 C)*M. & II. 47, 48 ; North Norfolk Case (18G9), 1 
O’M. & H. 236. 237 ; Ilodmin Case (J860), 1 O’M. & H. 117, 120. 

(q) Barnstaple Case (1874), 2 O’M. & H. 105 ; Plymouth C^ase (1880), 3 O’M. & H. 
107, 108 ;PeMdZei/Case(1809),lO'M.& II. 15, 19 {Cashel Case (18G9), 1 O’M. & II. 
286, 288. 

(r) JVestminster Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 89, 96 ; Mallow Case (1870), 2 O’M. & 
H. 18, 21. 

(s) Wesihury Case, supra, at p. 56. 

it) Shrewsbury Case (1870), 2 O’M. & 11. 36, aj>proveil by Manisty, J., 
Tomline v. Tyler (Sir H.) (1881), 44 L. T. 187, at p. 191 ; and compare 
Tewkesbury Case (1880), 3 O’M. a II. 98; Salisbury Case (1883), 4 O’M. & 
II. 21. 


(a) Westbury Case, supra, at p. 55 ; Wiqnn Case (1881), 4 O’M. & H. 1, 
13 ; Nonvich Case (1869), 1 O’M. & II. 8, 11 ; Lichjidd Case (l8(>9), 1 O’M. & 11. 
22, 25, 26. 

(h) Shrewsbury Case, supra; Bolton Case (1874), 2 O’M. & II. 138, 140, 

141. 

(f) Harwich Case (1880), 3 O’M. & H. 61, 69. 

(d) Especially if it be a committee with written instructions from the candi- 

datt’s leading agents (Dublin Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 270,272 ; lluddcisfield 
Borough Case (1^98), 2 Pow. R. & D. 124, 128), or in close connection with the 
candidate (IVakejkld Case (1874), 2 O’M. & H. 100, 102, 103 ; Tewkesbury 

Case, supra). Alxter if the committee cannot be connected in the evidence 
with the candidate (Staleybridge Ca^e (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 60 ; Windsor Case 
(1874), 2 O’M. & H. 88, 89), especially in the case of a very large committee 
(Westminster Case, supra, at pp. 87, 92). If a member of a committee show 
great and open activity as such, it will increase the presiimiition of agency 
(Durham Case (1874), 2 O’M. & H. 134, 136). Merely to have been seen in 
a committee-room and to be in possession of handbills from tliat committee- 
room is not enough to establish agency (Maidstone Borough Case (1906), 5 O’M. & 
H. 200, 207). For the effect of meraberahip of an election committee on the 
liability ot the candidate in an action of contract at common law, see lloneywood 
V. Geary (Sir IK) (1808), 6 Esp. 119. 

(e) Bewdley Case (1880), 3 O^M. & H. 143, 146 ; St. George's Division Case (1896), 
6 O’M. & H. 89, 97 ; liochester Borough Case (1892), 4 O’M. & II. 156, 158 ; 
Wakefield Case (1874), 2 O’M. & II. 100, 102 ; Hexham Case (1892), Day, 90, 91 ; 

4 O’M. & H. 143, 145. Where the candidate provides substantially the whole 
of the funds of the association, he is the more readily held to be liable 
(Truscott V. Bevan (1880), 44 L. T. 64). It is a wise plan, as soon as the 
candidate has been fixed upon, for these associations to suspend their operation 
until the election is over (Rochester Borough Case (1892), 4 O’M. & H. 156, 
per Cave, J., at p. 160 ; Wakefield Case, supra ; Bodmin Division Case (1906)^ 

5 O’M. & H. 225, 234). 



278 


Part IV.— The Conduct of an Election. 

without being his agents (/*), even though they canvass for 
him {(f) > ^ 

If the candidate knowingly ratifies the act under consideration, 
he is liable as though the act had been that of his agent at the time 
when it was done (h). 

Ordinary agency will be taken to have ceased at the close of the 
poll (i), unless the candidate’s privity is shown (k). 

The statement of an agent after the transaction is not evidence 
against the candidate (/). 

Sub-Seot. 8. — Nomination, 

545 . It is a condition precedent to a valid election of a member 
to serve in Parliament that the candidate shall have been duly 
nominated in writing {m). 

The returning officer must provide such nomination papers 
as may be necessary (71), and must supply a form of nomination 
paper to any registered elector requiring the same during such two 
hours as the returning officer may fix between the hours of ten in 
the morning and two in the afternoon on each day intervening 
between the day on which notice of election was given and the day 
of election, and during the time appointed for the election ; but the 
use of a nomination paper supplied by the returning officer is not 
obligatory, so, however, that the paper used is in the prescribed 
form (0). 

546 . The nomination paper must be subscribed by two regis- 
tered electors of the constituency as proposer and seconder (p), and 
by eight other registered electors of the same constituency as assent- 
ing to the nomination (^/). It must be delivered during the time 
appointed for the election {r) to the returning officer by the 


( f) JForce4er Case (1892), Day, 85, 86 ; 4 O’M. & II. 153, 154 ; Westhury Ca^e 
(1880), 3 O’M. & II. 78, 79; d forlioii sucli bodies as the Licensed Victuallei's’ 
Association [Walsall Borovyh Case (1892), 4 O’M. & H. 123, 124). 

[y) Wo^iniinsler Case (1869), 1 0 M. & H. 89, 92; lleywood v. Dodson and 
Laalcy (1880), 44 L. T.285. 

(/i) Tamworth Case (1809), 1 O’M. & 11. 75, 81 ; Blackburn Case (1869), 1 
O’M. &H. 198,201. 

(t) King's Lynn Case (1869), 1 O’M. & II. 206, 208 ; Notth Noifolk Case (1860), 
1 O’M. & II. 236, 213 ; Longford Case (1870), 2 O’M. & H. 6, 12. 

[k) Salford Case (1869), 1 O’M. & II. 133, 136. 

(/) Harwich Case (1880), 3 O’M. & H. 61, 64 ; Cheltenham Case (1880), 3 O’M. & 
II. 86, 88. The rules of evidence in such cases follow the analogy of the law of 
master and servant [ibid ). 

(m) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), b. 1. 

(n) Ibid , s. 8. 

(o) Ibid., Sched. I., Part 1., r. 7. Where in a county council election the form 
Bupplied did not give the name of the division, hut left a space for it, which 
Bpace, owing to inadvertence, was not filled in, this was held to have been a 
mistake in the use of the form, and not to invalidate the election [Marten v. Gotrill 
(1889), 23 Q. B. D. 139). 

(p) Ibid., 8 . 1. 

(q) Ibid. 

(r) That is, ** such two hours between the Hours of ten in the forenoon and 
three in the afternoon, as may be appointed by the returning officer” 
(Ballot Act, 1872 (3o & 36 Viet, c, 33), Sched. I., Part I„ r. 4). Although tht 
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Sect 1. candidate himself or his proposer or seconder («). If it is delivered 
Parlia- by any other person than one of those three, it will be of no effect, 
aentary. and the election of a candidate so nominated will be void (t). 

Each candidate must be nominated by a separate nomination 
paper (u) ; the same electors, however, or any of them, may subscribe 
as many nomination papers as there are vacancies to be filled, but no 
more (r). If any elector subscribes more nomination papers than 
there are vacancies to be filled, those papers are good which are 
subscribed before he has exceeded the due number, and those which 
are subscribed afterwards are bad (a). 

The candidate must be described in the nomination paper in 
such manner as in the opinion of the returning officer is calculated 
sufficiently to identify him. The description must include his names, 
his place of abode (Z>), and his rank or profession or calling (c). Ilis 
surname must come first in the list of his names (d), and must be 
followed by his full Christian name or names 

No objection to a nomination paper on the ground of the descrip- 
tion of a candidate therein being insufficient, or not in compliance 
with the rule, can be allowed or deemed valid unless such objection 
is made by the returning officer or by some other person at or 
immediately after the time of the delivery of the nomination 
paper (/). 

The full Christian names are not necessary in the case of 
the proposer, seconder, and assentors (f/), nor is it necessary 


returning officer must attend for one hour after that time, tliis hour forms no part 
ol tlie “time appointed ” (see the exact wor<l8 of tlie rule), 

(«) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 30 Viet. c. 33), s. 1. 

(<) Monks V. Jackson (1870), 1 C. P. I). 083. This was a case of an election 
of a councillor of a ward in a borough. 

(it) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 30 Viet. c. 33), Sched. I., Part. I., r. 5. 

(v) Ibid. 

(а) Burgoyne v. Collins (1882), 8 Q. B. I). 450. This was a case of an election 
of a councillor for a borough not divided into wards. 

(б) “ Abode ” for this purpose means “place of residence ’’(/?. v. Hammond (1852), 
17 Q. B. 772, 781 ; compare Allen v. Greensill (1847), 4 C. B. 100). It is essential 
that it should be truly stated (A. v. Deighton (1844), 5 Q. B. 896 ; li. v. Coward 
(1851), 16 Q. B. 819). The actual situation of the house must be described 
sufficiently to identify it {So'per v. Basingstoke Corporation (1877), 2 C. P. D. 440 ; 
It. V. Gregory (1853), 1 E. & B. 000). But a man may have two residences, either 
of which may be given as his place of abode {Bond v. St. George' Sj Hanover Square 
{Overseers) (1870), L. B. 6 0. P. 312). 

(c) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 30 Viet. c. 33), Sched. I., Part I., r. 6. 

id) Ibid. 

(c) Mather v. Brown (1876), 1 C. P. D. 500. This was a case of an election 
of a councillor of a ward. The fact that the candidate was described as ** Mather, 
Robert V.,*’ instead of “ Mather, Robert Vicars,” was held a fatal objection. But an 
abbreviation which everyone will understand, such as “ Win. ” for “William,” is 
permissible. It must not, however, be taken that any abbreviation will suffice 
{Henry v. Armitage (1883), 12 Q. B. D. 257, C. A. This was a case of an election of 
A councillor of award in a borough). A mere misspelling of a name not calculated 
to mislead any elector does not give good ground for objection {Miller v. Everton 
(1895), 11 T. L. R. 364. This was a case of an election of a councillor of a ward, 
Nee also R. v. Plenty (1869), 9 B. & S. 386, and R. v. Bradley (1861), 3 E. & E. 
634). 

' ‘) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), Sched. I., Part I., r. 6. 

On the principle of expressio unius exclusio alterius {Bowden v. Besley 
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that their names should be given in the precise form of the Sect, i, 
register (/t). Parlia- 

The same candidate may be nominated by as many nomination m entai y. 
papers as he pleases ; and if any one nomination paper is duly 
filled in and subscribed, it will suffice (i). 

The name of the candidate may be filled in after the proposer 
and seconder have signed the nomination paper (k), but no alteration 
must be made after its delivery to the returning officer, unless by 
the consent of all the subscribers (1). 


647 . The candidate nominated by each nomination paper and his Who may be 
proposer and seconder, and one other person selected by the candi- Present at the 
date, but no other person, may, except for the purpose of assist- 
ing the returning officer, attend the proceedings during the time 
appointed for the election (m). 


548 . If after the expiration of one hour after the time appointed Declaration 
for the election no more candidates stand nominated than there are election 
vacancies to be filled up, the returning officer must forthwith 
declare the candidates who may stand nominated to be elected and 
return their names to the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery ; but if 
at the expiration of such hour more candidates stand nominated 
than there are vacancies be filled up, the returning officer must 
adjourn the election and take a poll(?i). 


(1888)^ 21 Q. B. D. 301). Tins was a case of an election of a councillor for a 
ward). 

(h) Bowden v. Bedey (1888), 21 Q. B. D. 309; and compare Moorhousev. Linney 
(1885), 15 Q. B. D. 273, which was another case of an election of councillors lor a 
ward. Where the proposer in a county council election added the word “junior ” 
to the end of his name, in accordance wdth his usual practice, though his hither 
was dead, this did not invalidate the nomination {Gledhill v. Crowther (1889), 23 
Q. B. U. 136) ; and where, in an election of a councillor of a ward, the assentor’s 
name w’as correctly signed, hut the printer of the burgess roll had incorrectly 
divided one of his names into tw^o parts, the nomination was held good [Harding 
V. Gomwell (1889), 60 L. T, 959). But the giving of the wTong number 
has been held to invalidate the nomination [Gothard v. Glarice (1880), 5 C. P. D. 
253. This was a case of an election of a councillor of a ward). 

[i) See Northcote v. PuUfoid (1875k L. R. 10 C. P. 476 (a case of an election 
of councillors of a ward). Ceitain rules were cited in the course of the case which 
were held not to apply to municipal cases. See p. 342, posf, for nomination iu 
nmnicipal elections. 

S Gox V. Davies^ [1898] 2 Q. B. 202. This w'as a case of an election of a 
district councillor. 

(1) Harmon v. Bark (1881), 7 Q. B. D. 369. This was a case of an election 
of a councillor of a w'ard, and an alteration was made after delivery to the town 
clerk by substituting another burgess as proposer in the absence of the seconder 
and assenting burgesses. See, how^ever, the case of Howes v. Turner (1876), 1 
C. P. D. C70, where an alteration made after delivery of the nomination paper to 
the towTi clerk to correct a supposed mistake ex nimium cautela was held in itself 
unobjectionable, though the election was avoided owing to the town clerk having 
named the wrong day for delivery of nomination papers and having thereby 
misled the electors. 

(m) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), Sched. I., Part L, r. 8. 

(n) lbid.fS. 1. If the returning officer has decided the nomination papers to be 
validly filled in and subscribed, he seems to he regarded as functus o^icio. See 
Pritchard v. Bangor Corporation (1888), 13 App. Cas. 241. This was the case 
of an election of a councillor of a ward. All this is of course subject to wdiat 
follows (see p. 277, post) as to the security to be given for the returning officer’i 
expenses. As to the poll, see p. 305, post 
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549. A candidate may during the time appointed for the 
election, but not afterwards, withdraw from his candidature by 
giving a notice of withdrawal, signed by him, to the returning 
officer. The proposer of a candidate nominated in his absence 
out of the United Kingdom may withdraw such candidate by 
a written notice signed by him and delivered to the returning 
officer, together with a written declaration of such absence of the 
candidate (o). 

If any candidate nominated during the time appointed for the 
election is duly withdrawn, the returning officer must give public 
notice of the name of such candidate and of the names of the 
persons who subscribed his nomination paper, as well as of the 
candidates who stood nominated or were elected (a). 

550. The returning officer must, on the nomination paper being 
delivered to him, forthwith publish notice of the name of the person 
nominated as a candidate and his proposer and seconder by 
placarding, or causing to be placarded, the names of the candidate 
and his proposer and seconder in a conspicuous position outside 
the building in which the room appointed for the election is 
situate (h), 

551. A person is not entitled to have his name inserted in any 
ballot paper as a candidate unless he has been nominated in the 
prescribed manner, and every person whose nomination paper has 
been delivered to the returning officer during the time appointed 
for the election must be deemed to have been nominated in the 
prescribed manner, unless objection is made to his nomination 
paper by the returning officer or some other person before the 
expiration of the time appointed for the election or within one 
hour afterwards (c). 

The returning officer must decide (d) on the validity of every 
objection made to a nomination paper ; and his decision, if disallow- 
ing the objection, is final, but, if allowing the same, is subject to 
reversal on petition questioning the election or return (e), A dis- 
qualification which does not appear on the face of the nomination 
paper does not make the nomination paper bad (/). 


(o) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), s. 1. 

(а) Jbid.y Sched. I., Part I,, r. 10. 

(б) Ibid.y r. 11. 

(c) Ibid., r 12. 

{d) If his decision relates to the description of the candidate being insufficient 
or not in compliance with the rule, it must be given immediately after the delivery 
of the nomination paper (Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet a 33), Sched. I., Part I., 
r. 6), but if the ground of his objection does not fall within this category, his 
decision may be given at any time within the hour after the time appointed for 
the election (iUd.f r. 12). Compare Pritchard v. Bangor Corporation (1888), 
13 App. Cas. 241 ; Howes v. (1876), 1 C. P. D. 670 ; Glare Eastern Division 
Case (1892), 4 O’M. & H. 162, 164 ; Davies v. Kensington {Lord) (1874), L. R. 9 
C. P. 720 ; Harford v. Linskey, [1899] 1 Q. B. 852. 

(c) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet c. 33), Sched. I., Part I., r. 13. 

(/) See Hobbs v. Morey, [1904] 1 K. B. 74 (a municipal election case), and 
compare Brown v. Benn (1889h 53 J. P. 167, and Boyce v. White (1905), 92 L. T. 
840. 
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552. If the nomination is interrupted or obstructed by any riot 
or open violence the returning officer, or his lawful deputy, must 
adjourn the nomination at the particular place at which such inter- 
ruption or obstruction has happened until the following day, and if 
necessary must further adjourn such nomination until such inter- 
ruption or obstruction has ceased, when the returning officer or his 
deputy must again proceed with the business of the nomination at 
the place at which the same may have been interrupted or 
obstructed, and the day on which the business of the nomination 
has been concluded is to be deemed to have been the day fixed for 
the election, and the commencement of the poll is to be regulated 
accordingly. This, however, does not authorise an adjournment to 
a Sunday, and if the day to which the adjournment would otherwise 
be made happens to be a Sunday, Good Friday, or Christmas Day, 
that day or da^^s must be passed over, and the following day is the 
day to which the adjournment must be madeQ/). 

553. The returning officer is entitled to his reasonable charges, 
not exceeding the amounts prescribed by law, in respect of services 
and expenses of certain services properly rendered or incurred by 
him for the purposes of the election, and he may, if he think fit, 
require security to be given for these charges (/O- 

Where security is required by the returning officer it is to be 
apportioned and given as follows : — (1) At the end of the two hours 
appointed for the election the returning officer must forthwith 
declare the number of the candidates who stand nominated, and 
must, if there be more candidates nominated than there are 
vacancies to be filled up, apportion equally among them the total 
amount of the required security (t); (2) within one hour after the 
end of the two hours aforesaid security must be given by or in 
respect of each candidate then standing nominated for the amount 
so apportioned to him ; (3) if in the case of any candidate security 
is not thus given or tendered, he is to be deemed to be withdrawn ; 
(4) a tender of security in respect of any candidate may be made 
by any person ; (5) security may be given by deposit of any legal 
tender or of notes of any bank being commonly current in the 
county or borough for which the election is held, or, with the con- 
sent of the returning officer, in any other manner ; (6) the balance, 
if any, of a deposit beyond the amount to which the returning 
officer is entitled in respect of any candidate is eventually to be 
repaid to the person or persons by whom the deposit was made (J). 

If at the end of the two hours appointed for the election not 
more candidates stand nominated than there are vacancies to be 
filled up, the maximum amount which may be required as security 
is £25 (/c). 


((/) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1835 (5 & 6 Will, 4, c. 3(5), s. 8. 

(h) Pailiamentary Elections (Retuniing Officers) Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 84), 
88. 2, 3. As to what expenses are chargeable by him, see p. 333, po,st. 

(i) Ibid.f s. 3. 

O') Ibid . 

(k) Ibid., Sched. III. ; and Parliamentary Elections (Returning Officers) Act, 1885 
(48 & 49 Viet. c. 62), s. 2, amending the former enactment. 
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554 . These provisions do not apply to the universities (1). There 
a show of hands is taken in the first instance (m), but either party 
may demand a poll (n). 

Sub-Sect, 9. — Freedom of Election and the Prevention of Corrupt and Illegal 

Practices, 

(i.) In General, 

555. The disturbance of an election by force of arms, malice, 
or menaces is prohibited by a very early statute (o). But all subjects, 
including peers, may legally use their legitimate influence to per- 
suade the electors to vote for such persons as they think fit (p) ; and 
the ordinary methods which prevail at election times (up to and 


(Q Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 30 Viet. c. 33), s. 31 ; Pailiamentiiry Elections 
(Keturning Officers) Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet, c. 84), s. 8. 

(wi) As the statutes cited do not apply in the case of the universities, it is 
necessary in their case to have recom-se to the common law. See Heywood, 
Digest of the Law respecting County Elections, eel. 1812. It would appear that 
at common law various forms of election prevailed in various places. ‘^It is 
usual,” says Heywood, p. 353, “for the candidates to be proposed, and the 
electors then present proceed to the election, according to the usage of the place 
or such agreement as they make among themselves. ... In general the election 
is made either by the view or the poll. It is made by the view when the general 
inclination of the assembly in favour of any particular candidate or candidates is 
discovered and declared by the sheriff, with the consent of the electors present. 
The poll is the numbering the polls of the electors who may tender their votes 
individually, and separating them from those who have no votes. The election 
made by the view may be by voices or holding up of hands, the collecting of the 
Iriends of each candidate into separate troops or bodies, or such other way as has 
been usual on such occasions,^’ In modern practice the show of hands is the 
metliod adopted. In the case of London University the vice-chancellor must 
jiroceed to election within six days after the receipt of the writ (^Representation of 
the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102), s. 42), but with this exception the 
universities are not fettered as to any exact date for taking the show of hands. 

(n) 4 Co. Inst. 48. Where a poll is demanded, it must be given, even though 
the candidate who lias been successful on tlie show of hands withdraws, for the 
candidate defeated on the show of hands has not been elected at fsXl{]Fexford 
Election Petition (1869), 3 I. R. C. L. 612). 

(o) Stat. (1275) 3 Edw. 1, Statute of Westmiii.ster I., c. 6. This ancient statute 
is headed “ There shall be no disturbance of fiee elections ” ; and it is phrased thus : 
“And, because elections ought to be free, the King commandeth upon great 
forfeiture that no man by force of arms’’ etc. “Great forfeiture” is explained 
by Coke to mean “the disturbers to be punished by grievous fines and imprison- 
ment ” ; and he adds that before the p.'i.«»8iiig of the statute the ancient maxims of 
tlie law were Fiant electiones rite et libere sine interruptione aliquA and Electio 
li'tera est (2 Co. Inst. 169). So, again, stat. (1405) 7 Hen. 4, c. 15, which is headed 
“ The Manner of the Election of Knights of Shires for a Parliament,” enacts that 
“ they shall proceed to the election freely and indifferently, notwithstanding any 
request or commandment to the contrary.” An officer or man of the Territorial 
Force is not liable to any penalty or punishment for or on account of his absence 
during the time he is absent at any election of a member to serve in Parliament, 
or during the time he is going to or returning from such voting (Territorial and 
Reserve Forces Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 9), s. 23 (2) ). 

(p) Galway (1872), 2 O’M. & H. 46, 54. Peers, however, were usually, 
until recently, careful in practice not to interfere in elections in any way owing 
to a series of resolutions passed in the House of Commons, beginning witli one in 
1641-“ which resolutions, however, were abrogated in 1910, except as regards 
lieutenants of counties. See Journals of the House of Commons, 17 Car. 1, 
10th December, 1665, declaring improper pressure brought by peers to be a viola- 
tion of the privileges of Parliament and showing that any letters from peers “ of 
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including the day of the poll) of persuading the electors by address- Sect. i. 
ing meetings, posting placards, distributing handbills (3), and so Parlla- 
forth, are perfectly lawful, subject to certain defined restrictions (r), mentary. 

and so long as not incompatible with freedom of election (s). So 

likewise and upon the same conditions the canvassing of voters — 
a practice which has for its chief end the bringing up of every 
supporter to the poll (a) — or the asking them to record their votes 
in favour of a particular candidate is perfectly lawful in itself {b). 

656. Apart altogether from the question of agency, there may General 
be such general corruption as will avoid the election at common corruption, 
law (c). Thus, if there is bribery, though not shown to bo in any 
way connected with the agents of the candidate, which is so exten- 
sive as to make it plain that there has not been a fair and open 
election, but a corrupt election, the return will be avoided (d). 

The policy and theory of the law is that every man upon whom 
the election franchise is conferred should judge for himself who is 
the best and preferable candidate, and give liis vote accordingly. 

There are some influences which are called “due” influences, and 
other influences which are called “ undue ” influences. Among the 
latter are what are called bribery, treating, and oppression, ix, an 
undue and improper pressure put upon a man. By the common 
law bribery, treating, and undue pressure violate an election. 

Therefore if it were proved that there existed in the constituency 
generally any bribery of large extent, and that it came from 
unknown quarters, that no one could tell where it had come from, 
but that people were bribed generally and indiscriminately, or if it 
could be proved that there was treating in all directions on purpose 
to influence voters, that houses were thrown open where people 
could get drink without paying for it, by the common law in such 
a case the election would he bad, because it would have been 
carried on contrary to the policy of the law (<?). 

The election in such a case is bad, however innocent the candidate 


that nature ” necessarily do tend to such a violation of privileges. A eessimial 
order con firming this position was invariably passed until February, 1910, when 
it was amended as above stated {Times for 22nd February, 1910). 

(7) See JVigan Case (1881), 4 O’M. & H. 1,8; and compare Stepney Gase (1880), 
4 O’M. & H. 34, 65, where, although the judges differed 111 their view on the point 
belore them, the view of both supports what is stated in the text. 

(r) Illegal practices, mala prolnbita, a principal object of the prohibition of m hich 
is the prevention of waste of money at elections (see Stepney Borough Case (1892), 
4 O’M. & H. 178, per Cave, J., at p. 179), are to be distinguished from corrupt 
practices, mala in se, and their consequences are different (Corrupt and Illegal 
Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), ss. 4 — 6, 10, 11).^ But 
neither of these statutory offences as such can in any circumstances make the 
candidate lose his seat unless committed by him or his agents, whereas general 
corruption or general intimidation, as explained in the following pages, may avoid 
the election in certain circumstances although the candidate and his agents may 
be altogether innocent. 

(s) Corrupt practices under the Act and general corruption or general intimi- 
dation at common law are all regarded as incompatible with freedom of election. 

(а) As to bringing supporters up to the poll in vehicles etc., see pp. 293, 303,po<l. 

(б) See Elgin and Nairn Case (1895), 5 O’M. & H. 1, 15. 

(c) Lichfield Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 22, 26. 

{d) Bridgewater Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 112, 115. 

(0 Bradford Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 35, 40, 41. 




280 


Elections. 


Sbot. 1. 
ParUa- 
mentaiy. 


General 

intimidatioo 


may le, because of the incapacity of the voters, by reason of the 
general corruption, to give valid and effective votes (/). 

General treating falls under this principle equally with general 
bribery (^), but the court may take into account the fact that the 
inducement in the case of treating is of a more temporary nature 
than in the case of bribery (/i). 

But corruption must have been in favour of the person who was 
elected (i). The court in each case will look to the particular 
circumstances, and especially to the absolute majority obtained, 
to see whether the result might have been affected by the corruption 
proved (/c). 

657. Where intimidation is so general and extensive in its 
operation that it cannot be said that the polling is a fair repre- 
sentation of the opinion of the constituency, the election will be 
void (/), but it must be established that men of ordinary nerve 
and courage have been prevented from voting (7?i). 

If the intimidation is local or partial, the election mil not be set 
aside by reason of it (??). Where one man through fear abstains 
from voting, this is not enough (o). But when the intimidation 
is general, the onus lies upon the constituency incriminated to 
show that the gross amount of the intimidation could not possibly 
have affected the result (p). If it is shown that the return could 
not have been affected, the election will be allowed to stand ( 7 ) ; bub 
it is not sufficient merely to prove that it has not been m fact 
affected (r). 


(/) Beverley Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H., 143, 149. Persons who supply beer etc., 
knoN\in<» that candidates intend to use it for trealinjr, cannot recover the price 
(see Ward v. Nanney (1828), 3 C. & P. 399 ; Rihhans v. Crithett (1798), I 
Bos. & P. 264 ; Iliujhcs v. Marshall (1831), 2 Cr. & J. 118 ; Lofthouse v. Wharton 
(1808), 1 Camp. 550, n.). 

(^) SL Ives Case (1875), 3 O’M. & II. 13 ; Bradford Case (1869)1 O’M. & H. 35. 
As to a report to the Speaker upon the question whetlier corrupt practices have 
“extensively prevailed” within the Corrupt and Ilh'g.il Practices Prevention 
Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), s. 11 (a), see Maidstone Borough Case (1901), 5 
O’M. &H. 149, 153. 

(h) Tamworth Case (1809), 1 O’M. k IT. 75, 85. 

(i) Ipswich Cose (1886), 4 O’M. & II. 70, 71. Compare Sligo Case (1869), 1 O’M. & 
IT. 300. 

(k) The absolute majority obtained is an important ingredient in deciding this. 
The corruption of ten or twelve where no agency is proved might be very 
important when there is a majority of twelve, but is certainly not so important 
when there is a majority of sixty, still less when it is as large as a hundred or a 
thousand or more {Ipswich Case, supra, at p. 72). The giving of ten gallons 
or so of beer in a constituency of 2,600 people, even if it were given for the 
purpose of influencing their votes, cannot be general treating {per Cave, J., 
Pontefract Case (1893), Day, 125, 129). 

(/) North Durham Case (1874), 2 O’M. k IT. 152, 157; Staffonl (1869), 
1 O’M. & H. 228, 229; Thornburg Case (1886), 4 O’M. & H. 65, 67. Compare 
Ipswich Case, supra. 

(m) Salford Case (1869), 1 O’M. k II. 133, 141. 

I n) North Durham Case, sup? a. 

0 ) East Clare Case (1892), Day, 161, 165. 
p) North Durham Case, supra. 

q) Ibid., if the case is read according to the maxim Expressio unius exclvsio 
alterius. And compare the reasoning in the analogous cases of general coiTuption 
{Ipswich Case, supra; Pontefract Case (1893), Day, 125). 

(r) The rights of the minority to express themselves at the poll must be 
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Spiritual undue influence falls within the principle of the law of 
general intimidation (s). 

To put general intimidation upon a parallel with general bribery 
or general treating, it must be shown to spread over such an extent 
of ground and to permeate through the community to such an 
extent that the tribunal is satisfied that freedom of election had 
ceased to exist in consequence thereof (/)• 

(ii.) Corrupt Prae'iccB» 

558. ** Corrupt practices ” and illegal practices ” are technical Corrupt and 
terms to denote particular offences defined by Act of Parlia- illegal 
ment (a). If any candidate has been guilty, either personally (h) or 

by his agents (c), of a corrupt or illegal practice, the election may 
be avoided thereby. 

559. Bribery is a corrupt practice (d). The following persons Bribery, 
are deemed to be guilty of bribery : — 

(1) Every person who directly or indirectly, by himself (<?) or by 

upheld {Drogheda Case (1869), 1 O’M. & II. 252, 255 ; Stafford Cuset supra). 

It is a mistake to suppose that where general undue influence exists it must 
further be shown that the result of the election has in fact been affected 
thereby {South Meath Case (1892), Day, 132, 140). But for the principle of the 
parliamentary committees see Coventry Case (1833), Per. & Kn. 335 ; and 
compare the Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 26. 

(s) Sovih Meath Case^ suvra ; North Meath Case (1892), Dav, 141. 

(/) Drogheda Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 252, 258. The Irish court in this case 
approved the expression ‘‘the communism of intimidation,” ■wdiich counsel had 
used, in the sense explained in the text. In the Staleybridge Case (1869), 1 
O’M. & H. 66, 72, the law is thus summed up : “In order to avoid an election on 
the ground of intimidation and undue influence, it must be shown either that 
(1) the rioting or violence was instigated by the candidate or his agents, for whom 
he is responsible [as to which case see p. 291, or that (2) it prevailed to 
such an extent as to prevent the election fioni being an entirely free election.** 

The parliamentary coinmiltees had acted on a similar principle. See Nottinghm 
Case (1802), 1 Peck. 77. Comjiare Ilchester Case (1803), 1 Peck, 302 ; ami see 
Pailiamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict, c. 125), s. 26. 

(a) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 61) ; 
and compare Corrupt Practices Prevention Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Vict. c. 102), and 
Col nipt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1895 (58 & 59 Vict. c. 40). These 
Acts, including the provisions about election expenses, seem to apply to university 
pailiamentary elections. See s. 38 of the Act ol 1854 and a. 64 ot the Act of 188.3, 

(b) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), 
ss. 4, 11. 

c) Ibid., ss. 6, 11. 

d) Ibid., s. 3. Also bribery w'as, and still is, notwithstanding the statute.^, an 
offence at common law. But an inlormation for bribery at common law will be 
cautiously granted since the additional penalties provided by statute (72. v. Pitt 
(1762), 1 Win. Bl. 380). The election might be avoided for a single act of bribery 
at common law if brought home to the candidate himself, bee 1 Bl. Com. 

(ed. 1844), p. 179. 

As to the circumstances in which “ general bribery at common law will avoid an 
election in spite of the innocence of the candidate and his agents, see p. 279, ante. 

{e) Personal corruption ought not to be charged except upon good grounds 
{Tewkesbury Case (1880), 3 O’M. & H. 97, 99 ; compare Canterbury Case fl880), 3 
O’M. & H. 103, 104), otherwise the petitioner will be mulcted in costs {Salisbury 
Case (1880), 3 O’M. & H. 130, 131 ; Sandwich Case (1880), 3 O’M. & H. 158, 160). 

AVliere a candidate in person gives tickets to voters, which tickets are exchange- 
able for money when presented to that candidate’s agent, the court may find 
such agent personally guilty of bribery {Canterbury Case (1853), 2 Pow. 11. & D. 

14. 15). In that case each voter was allowed to name two others for coloured 
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Sect. 1 . any other person on his behalf (/), gives, lends (//), or agrees to 
Pai’lia- give or lend, or offers (/O, procures, or promises to procure or to 
xnentary endeavour to procure, any money or valuable consideration (i) to or 


tickets, and the parliamentary committee avoided the election. Wliere the candi- 
date has not appointed another person as election a^ent, it is the more easy to 
establish personal bribery against that candidate {Cashel Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 
286, 288). 

(/) For the parliamentary common law of agency which prevails in this 
connection, see p. 269, ante. 

(g) Loans to voters were held by a pailiamentary committee to be in certain 
circumstances bribery {Lyme- Regis Case (1848), 1 Pow. R. & D. 25, 38). Bribery 
by loan is but colour, and is really bribery by gift (5 Com. Dig. (ed. 1822), 
tit. Parliament, D 10). As to ‘‘ colour,” see p. 287, post. 

{h) An offer to bribe is as bad as actual oriberv, but it is more difficult to 
prove {Coventry Case (18691, 1 O’M. & H. 97, 107}. The presence of the word 
“ offers ” in this section resolves the uncertainty entertained by the parliamentary 
committees. See Ipswich Case (18.35), Kn. & Omb. .332, 388) ; and compare Wigton 
Burghs Case (1853), 2 Pow. R. & D. 133, 135, where an oner of a bribe was not 
considered sufficient to invalidate the election. The Aylesbury Case (1859), 
Wolf. & B. 10, 16, was inconclusive. 

(i) Valuable consideration may of course be of many kinds. In old days the 
equivalent of money was frequently given in a form hardly distinguishable from 
money itself ; see tbe Canterbury Case (1853), 2 Pow. R. & D. 14, 15. 
Compare Hertford Case ^833), Cockb. & Rowe, 184 ; Oxford Case (1833), Cockb. 
& Rowe, 139. See also Sulslon v. Nmdon (1761), 3 Burr. 1235, where a voter was 
given five guineas to vote for certain candidates, but gave a note in exchange ior 
it, but the donor of the money gave him a counter-note obliging himself to give 
up the former note when the condition should he performed. Lord Mansfield, 
C.J., said : “Tins is a gift. The note and all the rest is mere evasion, colour, 
disguise, and device to evade the law.” See also IVebh v. Smith (1838), 4 Bing. 
(N. c.) 373. 

Corrupt payment of another candidate’s expenses, if made to secure his influence, 
is illegal ; out payment of another candidate’s expenses, if made in order to servo 
the party to which both belong, is innocent {Coventry Case, supra, at p. 100). 

Taking a burdensome share m a building society in order to relieve a voter and 
thereby to induce him to vote is bribery (Spencer Hairison (1880), 44 L. T. 283). 

A promise that the voter “shall be no loser’’ by his coming to vote is an act of 
corruption {Staleybridge Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 6f), 67). 

Paying a man’s debts to release him from the sheriff, and so to enable him to 
vote, was held to he bribery {Londondeiry Case (1869), 1 O’M. & IT. 274, 275). 

Permission to shoot rabbits on tho candidate’s estate was luld to be bribery 
{Launceston Case (1874), 2 O’M. & II. 129, 133). 

Payment of a substitute to do the voter’s work while he voted was held to be 
corrupt {PlymoiUh Case (1880), 3 O’M. & H. 107, 108). 

Forgiveness of rent was considered corrupt upon the facts of a particular case 
{Ipswich Case (1857), Wolf. & D. 173, 178). 

A cask of ale sent by a brewer to a publican was held to he bribery 
{Huddersfield Case (1859), Wolf. & B. 28, 36). 

Treating will not as a rule be regarded as bribery, if it takes the form of 
refreshment to he consumed at the moment, and not pocketed or reserved for future 
enjoyment, small quantities of meat and drink. But it will depend on circum- 
fitauces. “A hungry creature will go into the trap for a bait at which the well* 
fed one will turn up his nose with disdain” {Bodmin 6W(1869), 1 O’M. & H. 117, 
per WiLLES, J., at p. 125. See the whole judgment, where the distinction between 
treating and bribery is discussed at length, and illustrated by the judge’s oatli “ not 
to take any gift from any man who may have plea pending before him unless it be 
meat or drink, and that of small value ”). 

Treating is a separate and in some respects a less serious offence, and is the 
subject of special enactment, namely, the CoiTupt and Illegal Practices Prevention 
Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), s. i. See p. 280, post. 

When the valuable consideration takes tho form of an office or place it is 
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for any voter (k), or to or for any person on behalf of any voter, or 
to or for any other person, in order to induce (1) any voter to vote 

rather a matter to be considered under the next sub-section. And see Waterford 
Case (1870), 2 O’M. & H. 24, 25. 

[h) A voter is a nerson who lias or who claims to have any ri;;ht to vote in the 
election of a iiieiiibcr or members to serve iii Paili.iiiient (Corrupt Practices 
Prevention Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet c. 102), s. 38). It was lonj; ai,^o hold that it 
was immaterial whetlier the party corrupted had a ri"ht to vote or imt, if the person 
cornicing him thought that he had such a right (Lx%v. Come (1774), 1 SeUvyn, 
Nisi Prius (ed. 1810), p. 678, n.). The practice before the old parliainciilary 
committees was not clear. See Boston Case (1803), 1 Peck. 434, 438. Under the 
section above cited it has been held that a voter disq^ualified by non-residence 
under the Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. c. 18), s. 79, 
may nevertheless be the object of bribery {Guildford Case (1869), 1 O’M. & 11. 
13, 14, 15). If, however, the voter does not “claim” a vote, but merely receives 
the money and says nothing — e.g.^ in the case of bribery by post where the letter 
is not answered — the section would not appear to include this case ; and the law aa 
laid down in Lilly v. Come, supra, must accordingly be thus far modified. 

(/) If the act is done for the purpose of so inducing the voter, it is no answer 
to say that the bribe was unsuccessful (Henslow v. Fawcett (1835), 3 Ad. & El. 51, 
58 ; Harding v. Stokes (1837), 2 M. & W. 233, 235 ; Sulston v. Norton (1761), 3 
Burr. 1235. Compare St, Ives Case (1775), 2 Doug. El. Cas. 389, 416, where, one 
side having unsuccessfully attempted to bribe a man, and liaving in fact given 
him money for that purpose, his vote for the other side was said to have been struck 
off by the parliamentary committee, sed queere. The reason suggested was that the 
voter could not swear “ that he hath received no money in order to give his vote 
at that election”). A similar result will now be arrived at bjj^ reading together the 
present section and the Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 
Vict. c. 51), ss. 3, 36. 

But it is impossible to exclude the fact that the alleged bribe has been 
unsuccessful {Lichfield Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 22, 29). Stronger evidence is 
required in such cases than that which is regarded when the bribery has been 
successful, because of the greater likelihood of there having been some nns- 
understanding {Cheltenham Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 62, 64, 65). 

A corrupt motive must in all cases be strictly proved. Thus where a voter was 
taken back into the employment of an agent of the candidate, and the court 
thought that he probably would not have been taken back if he had not V(ded for 
that candidate, this was not held to be sufficient proof of bribery {Lichfield Casc^ 
sujna). 

A corrupt motive in the mind of the person biibed is not enough. The (jues- 
tion is as to the intention of the person who bribes him {Westminster Case (1869), 
1 O’M. & H. 89, 96). 

Giving a voter a retainer to incapacitate him from voting for the other side ie 
not bribery {Cashel Case (1869), 1 O’M. & II. 286, 289). 

A corrupt payment of illegal expenses incurred at a previous election to prevent 
people from talking is illegal if the object be to secure the votes of tliose people 
{Coventry Case (isfe), 1 O’M. & H. 97). 

Where a person called on a certain woman just before the election and asked 
her to take one candidate’s bills out of a window and replace them by the bills of 
the other candidate, saying that he would make it worth her while to do so, this was 
held not to be bribery (St. (korge's Division Case (1896), 6 O’M. & 11. 89, 90). If 
a man asks another to snout lor So-and-so and says that he will give him a pot of 
beer for doing so, the court wdl not consider that to bo bribery ; but if he gives 
him a guinea — an inordinate price for a shout — the court wmuld come to an 
opposite conclusion (t6id., •per Pollock, B., at p. 91. Compare Norwich Case 
(1871), 2 O’M. &H. 38, 42). 

Where money was alleged to have been distributed to non- voters in the 
expectation that they would spend it in drink at the publichouses and thus 
indirectly influence the votes of the publicans, O’Brien, J., in Ireland, said i 
“ Such a provision as this was not contemplated as being within the provisions of 
the Act” {Youghal Case (1869), 1 O’M. & 11. 291,294). 

To pay a man to personate a voter was In Id to be bribery by a parliamentary 
committee {Lisburn Case (1863), Wolf. & B. 221, 225). 
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SKrr. 1. or refrain from voting, or corruptly (m) does any such act as 
Parlia* aforesaid on account of such voter having voted (n) or refrained 
mentary. from voting at any election (o). 

Bribe — Every person who, directly or indirectly, by himself or by 

any other person on his behalf, gives or procures, or agrees to give 
or procure, or offers, promises, or promises to procure or to 
endeavour to procure any office (■?>), place, or employment to or for 
any voter ((/), or to or for any person on behalf of any voter, or to 
or for any other person, in order to induce such voter to vote or 
refrain from voting, or corruptly (r) does any such act as aforesaid on 
account of any voter having voted or refrained from voting at any 
election (s). 

(3) Every person who directly or indirectly, by himself or by 
any other person on his behalf, makes any such gift, loan, offer, 


{m) “ Corruptly means the okject aiul intention of doinj: tliat Avliich 

the statute intended to forbid {Noiih Norfolk Case (1800), 1 O’AI. & H. 236, 242 ; 
Carrickfergus Case (1880), 3 O’M. & H. 90). See also Montgomery Boroughs Case 
(1892), as reported in Jell’s Corruptaiid IlleJ,^*ll Pjactices Prevention Acta (ed. 1905), 
p. 53. The vice-chairman of one of the respondent’s election committees was 

f )roved during a bout of heavy drinking to ha\ e tendered money to a voter and to 
lave asked the man to vote for tlie respondent. Fletcher Moulton, Q.C., for the 
petitioner, argued that this was biibery by an agent. Jelf, Q.C.,for the resiiondent, 
said that there could be no corrupt motives where there was no corrupt mind, ami 
no corrupt mind where there was no miml at all. Wills, J., decided in favour 
of tlie petitioner, but Pollock, B., dissented. He put it in this way. It 'was 
proved that this vice-chairman was at normal times an honest and respectable 
man, trusted in business matters by persons of all classes around him. The 
election agent had sworn that he knew nothing of his habit of intemperance : it 
was impossible to hold that this man had been made an agent for bribery : if the 
candidate and his election agent had known of his frailty, this very knowledge 
ivould have prevented them from selecting him to do one of the very nicest acts 
of criminality known to mankind. He therefore found as a iact that there 'vvas 
no bribery. 

(7i) Bribery after the election is a difficult cliarge to establish (Norwich Case 
(1850), Wolf. & B. 58, 62) ; but if clearly made out it is sufficient to avoid the elec- 
tion (Harwich Case (188o), 3 O’M. & 11. 61, 70). Wliere a corrupt expectation on the 
part of the voter was follow'ed by payment on bcjialf of the candidate, that voter’s 
vote was struck off hy a parliamentary committee (Dublin Case (1836), Falc. & 
Fitz. 88, 204). And “ head money,” “ market money,” and “ dinner money ” paid 
after the election to voters in pursuance of an understanding avoided the election 
(Newcastle-under-Lyme Case (1842), Bar. & Aust. 436, 453 ; Durham Case (1843), 
fear. & Am. 201, 215). 

(o) Corrupt Practices Prevention Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 102), s. 2 (1) ; 
Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), s. 3. 
It is to be observed that the expression “ person ” includes an association or body 
of persons, comorate or unincorporate, and, where any act is done by any such 
association or body, the members of such association or body who have taken part 
in the commission of such act are liable to any fine or punishment imposed foi 
the same by the Act of 1883 (ihid.^ s. 64). 

(TP) L, seat on a town council may be the means of bribery within this 
provision, because it is an office of honour and dignity and the natural and fair 
object of reasonable ambition on the part of many electors ( lFd<er/orc2 Case (1870), 
2 O’M. & H. 24, 26). 

(q) A voter is a person who has or who claims to have any right to vote in the 
election of a member or members to serve in Parliament (Corrupt Practices 
Prevention Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 102), s. 38). 

(r) Corruptly.” See note (n), p. 290, post. 

(•) Corrupt Practices Act, 1654 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 102), s. 2 (2) ; Corrupt and 
Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51 s. 3, 
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promise, procurement, or agreement as aforesaid to or for any skjt. i. 
person in order to induce such person to procure or endeavour to Farlia* 
procure the return of any person to serve in Parliament {i), or the mentary. 
vote of any voter at any election (a). 

(4) Every person who upon or in consequence of any such 
gift, loan, offer, promise, procurement, or agreement procures or 
engages, promises, or endeavours to procure the return of any person 
to serve in Parliament, or the vote of any voter at any election (h) ; 

(5) Every person who advances or pays or causes to be paid Bribery, 
any money to or to the use of any other person with the intent 

that such money or any part thereof shall be expended in bribery 
at any election, or who knowingly pays or causes to be paid 
any money to any person in discharge or repayment of any money 
wholly or in part expended in bribery at any election (c). But 
this enactment does not extend to money paid or agreed to 
be paid for or on account of any legal expense of the candidate (d) 
bona fide incurred at or concerning any election (e). 

(6) Every voter (/) who befoie or during any election directly 
or indirectly, by himself or by any other person on his behalf, 
receives, agrees, or contracts for (y) any money, gift, loan, or valuable 
consideration, ofiioe, place, or employment for himself or for 
any other person, for voting or agreeing to vote or for refraining 
or agreeing to refrain from voting at any election (h). 

(7) Every person who after any election (?) directly or indirectly^ 

{t) Corruption at a test ballot, liaving ior its object to decide wbich of two 
persons should be put forward by one of the political parties in the constituency 
as the candidate ol that party, uas lield to be within this provision. The object 
of the test ballot was virtually to return a member to Parliament. The election 
wjvs accordinj»1y avoidt'd by reason of such cornqition {Britt v. Robinson (1870), 

L. R. 6 C. P. 603, 609). 

(a) Corrupt Practices Prevention Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 102), s. 2 (3) ; 

Corrupt and Illej^al Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 61), s. 3. 

{h) Corrupt Practices Prexeii lion Act, 1864 (17 & 18 Vict. c. 102), s. 2(4); 

Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), s. 3. 

(c) Corrupt Practices Prevention Act, 1864 (17 & 18 Vict. c. 102), s. 2 (5) ; 

CoiTupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 61), s. 3. 

{(1) The words “of tlie candidate ” are not in tlie section, but the proviso baa 
been held to relate merely to the exi>eii8esof the candidate. To pay the expenses 
of voters on condition ot their voting or abstaining from voting is unquestionably 
bribery {Coventrif Case (18(59), 1 O’M. & H. 97, 101). 

(c) Coriupt Practices Prevention Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Vict. c. 102), s. 2 (6) ; 

Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 61), s. 3. 

(/) A voter is a person who has or who claims to have any right to vote in the 
election of a member or memliers to serve in Parliament (Corrupt Practices 
Prevention Act, 1861 (17 & 18 Vict. c. 102), s. 38). 

(</) “ Contracts for ” inu'^t be distinguished from “ offers.” The offer by a voter 
to sell his vote is not an olfence {Mallow Case (1870), 2 O’M. & H. 18, 22 ; see also 
Ipswich Case (1835), Kn, & Omb. 332). Where a person admitted that he had been 
offered money by one side and then offered to vote for the other side if that other 
side would give him money, it was held by a parliamentary committee that this 
did not invalidate the vote which he did give. 

(A) Corrupt Practices Prevention Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Vict. c. 102), s. 3 (1) ; 

Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 61), s. 63. 

(i) A bribe paid after the election on account of a voter having voted in a 
particular manner, which formerly was held to be no offence within 2 Geo. 2, 
c. 24, 8. 67 {Huntingtower {Lord) v. Gardiner (1823), 1 B. & C. 297 ; compare 
Brecon Case (1871), 2 O’M. & 11. 43, 44), if clearly established, is sufficient to 
avoid the election {Harwich Case (1880), 3 O’M. & H. 61, 70). But see CaldicoU v. 
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Sect. 1 . by himself or by any other person on his behalf, receives any 
Parlia- money or valuable consideration on account of any person having 
mentary. voted or refrained from voting or having induced any other person 
to vote or refrain from voting at any election (A;). 

(8) Any person who either directly or indirectly corruptly pays 
any rate on behalf of any ratepayer for the purpose of enabling 
liim to be registered as a voter, thereby to influence his vote at 
any future election, and any candidate or other person either directly 
or indirectly paying any rate on behalf of any voter for the purpose 
of inducing him (/) to vote or refrain from voting, and any person on 
whose behalf and with whose privity any such payment is made (m). 

Proof of 560. Due proof of a single act of bribery by the candidate or 

bribery. bis agents, however insignificant that act may be, is sufficient 
to invalidate the election (n). The judges are not at liberty to 
weigh its importance (o), nor can they allow any excuse, whatever 
the circumstances may be, such as they can allow in certain con- 
ditions in cases of treating or undue influence by agents (p). 
For this reason clear and unequivocal proof is required before 
a case of bribery will be held to have been established (q). Suspicion 
is not sufficient (r), and the confession of the person alleged 
to have been bribed is not conclusive (s). Bribery, however, may 
be implied from the circumstances of the case and the court 
is not bound by the strict practice applicable to criminal cases, 
but may act on the uncorroborated testimony of an accomplice (a). 


Worcester Election Commissioners (1907), 21 Cox, C. C. 404, where Biqham, J., 
liel(i that payments after the close of the poll must be connected with an agree- 
ment or promise liefore. 

{k) Corrupt Practices Prevention Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 102), s. 3 (2) ; 
Coirupt and llhpal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet c. 61), a. 3. 

{1) It is essential to prove that it was done to induce the voter to vote for tliat 
poison on whose belnilf the payment was made {Cheltenham Case (1869), 1 
U’M. & li. 62, 63). Wliere an agent of tlie Liberal candidate, believing a certain 
person who could not aflbrd to jiay his rates to be a Liberal, paid that person’s 
rates, but said nothing to him about his vote, this was held not to be within the 
section {Oldham Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 151, 165). But iu R. v. Bridgnorth 
Corporation (1839), 10 Ad. & EL 66, Denman, C.J., at p. 69, said : “Payment of 
rates to entitle a person to be placed on the burgess list under 5 & 6 Will. 4, 
c. 76, 8. 9, must be by the party’s own act, otherwise there would be danger of 
the most enormous bribery.^’ 

(m) Representation of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet c. 102), s. 49 ; 
Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), s. 3. 
A‘< to Scotland, see Representation of the People (Scotland) Act, 1868 (31 & 32 
Vict. c. 48), s. 49, As to corrupt payment of registiation fees in Scotch universi- 
ties, see Universities Elections Amendment (Scotland) Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Vict 
c. 40), 8. 2. 

(n) Plymouth Case (1880), 3 O’M. & H. 107, 108 ; Corrupt and Illegal Practices 
Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict c. 51), s. 4. 

(o) Shrewsbury Case (1870), 2 O’M. & 11. 36, 37 ; Nonvich Case (1871), 2 O’M. & 
11.38, 41. 

(p) See Corrupt and Illegal Practices Pre\entioa Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict 
C. 51), B. 22. 

Iq) Lichfield Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 22, 28. 

(r) Ibid, 

(«) Stroud Case (1874), 2 O’M. & H. 107, 108. 

(0 Irmvich Case (1867), Wolf. & D. 173, 179. 

(a) M^Clory v. Wright (1860), 10 I. C. L. R. 614. In a case of bribery It was 
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The court strips the proceeding in each case of every colour, 
every dress, and every shape to discover its real and true 
nature (h). Thus colourable charity (c), colourable employment (d\ 

also held in Ireland that the judge was not bound to tell the jury that they muet 
give the alleged offender the benefit of any doubt which they might entertain 
upon the matter {Magee y. Mark (1861), 11 I. C. L. R. 449). A postal order 
need not be produced in order to prove what was received by the voter 
when the money was sent by means of such order {Londonderry Case (1886), 
4 O’M. & II. 96, 103). A note may be given in evidence, though not stampeo, 
to prove bribery by means of a colourable secuiity, which eecunty was the note 
in question {Dover v. Maestaer (1803), 5 Esp. 92). Bribery may be made the 
subject of evidence before agency is proved if there is a reasonable expectation of 
proving the agency afterw'ards {Bristol Case (1870), 2 O’M. & H. 27, 29 ; Quildford 
Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 13, 14 ; and see Parliainentaiy Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 
Viet. c. 125), s. 17). All tlie circumstances, such as the independence of the 
source from which the evidence comes, are to be taken into consideration. 
“ People will delude themselves,” said Grove, J., “ if they suppose that by 
keeping within the dicta or expressions of the judges they can creep out of their 
difficulties. It is virtually a conflict of intellect. Coriuption will try to beat 
the law; but, generally Bj>eakiug — and I think in the long run I may say 
universally — the law will end in clefealing coiruption ” {Wakefield Case (1874), 2 
O’M. & H. 100). 

{h) Belfast Case (1869), 1 O’M. & 11. 281, 284 ; and compare Siilston v. Norton 
(1761), 3 Burr. 1235. 

(c) Bond fide charity, where impartial, has always been allowed {Maldon Case^ 
Wolf. & D. 162, 163). While colourable charity is a specious and subtle form of 
bribery, it is no crime for a man sim j)l y to bestow gifts on bis constitiiciits {Plymouth 
Case (1880), 3 O’M. &II. 107, 110). Bramwell, B., in the Windsor Case (1874), 2 
(TM. & II. 88, said, at p. 90 : “A man is not to refrain from doing that which he 
legitimately might have done on account of the existence of a motive which by itself 
would have been an illegiiimate motive.” So it was held aUo in the Carrickfergus 
Case (1880), 3 O’M. & II. 90 ; but Pollock, B , and Bruce, J., disapproved this case, 
and said that the couit must take all the facts into consideration and must then 
answer the question, “ Was the motive of the act in miestion true charity, or w'as 
it done in order to corrupt the minds of some of tne recipients?” (SL George's 
Division Case (1896), 5 O’M &H 81, 91, 94). It is not possible by any ex jtosi 
facto act to make that which w as legal at the time illegal and criminal {Lichfield 
Division Case (1895), 6 O’M. & H. 27). 

Though colourable chaiity by a cjindi<late at an election may be bribery, yet nn 
isolated case in circumstances of great distress wdll probably not be regarded a-* 
such {Windsor Case (1869), 1 O’M. & II. 1, 2). A distiibution of coals by the candi- 
date’s agent to persons who were not suitable objects of charity has been held to 
be bribery {Malcolm v. Parry (1874), L. R. 9 0. P, 610. Compare Stafford Case 
(1869), 1 O’M. & H. 228, 230, where charity distributed by the election agent was 
held to have been “ excessive ”). 

Subscriptions to chanlies are not readily regarded as bribery, though charity 
may be “stimulated by gratitude or hope of flavours to come” {Wesibury Case 
(1869), 1 O’M. & H. 47, 49). 

{d) Colourable employment of an excessive number of mcssengeis who rendered 
no adequate services lor the remuneration given them was held by parliamentary 
committees to be bribery {Cambridge Case (1857), Wolf. & D. 28 ; Oxford Case 
(1857), Wolf. & D. 106, 109). The number of paid messengers is now limited by 
statute (Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), 
Sched, I., Part I., rr. 4—6. See pp. 268, 269, ante). 

Colourable employment of any person to render valueless services avoids the 
election {Buxton v. Garfit (k880), 44 L. T. 287). Pajmeiit of wagas for a day's 
wmrk not done is bribery, especially w'here the election agent is consulted on the 
matter, and rosettes etc. are given to the persons so paid {Gravesend Case (1880), 
3 O’M. & H. 81, 84). 

But over- pa) ments made to agents were L Jd not to be bribery in the Yoiighal Case 
(1869), 1 O’M. & H. 291, 296. Payments to voters for attending registration pro- 
ceedings are lawful if made bond fide for that purpose, but not otherwise (ratt 7 iton 
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and colourable purchases (e) will all fail to cloak a corrupt act. 
The court has always refused to give any exhaustive definitions on 
the subject, and has always looked to the exact facts of each case 
to discover the character of the transaction. The evidence neces- 
sary to establish bribery must not be of a general description, 
but must show that particular persons have been bribed (/), 
except in the case of general corruption so widespread that it may 
reasonably be supposed to have affected the result, in which case 
it would vitiate the election at common law (g). General evidence 
may, however, be given to show what the character of particular 
acts has presumably been (//). 

561 . The payment to a voter of his travelling expenses in order 
to induce him to vote is bribery (i), and, in certain conditions, 
an illegal practice (k). If it is brought home to a candidate 


Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 181). Bond fide employment of those whose services a 
man needs is not bribery, just as it is not bribery to give a bed to a guest in the 
giver’s own station of lilc that he may vote {Pennjn Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 
127, 129). 

Payment of wages may or may not be biibery according to circumstances. It 
might be charity. It would be impossible to find that it was corruptly done 
unless there had been some previous engagement or something else to make that 
wrong which would otherwise be right (-SVroud Case (1874), 2 O’M. & H. 179, 
1831. 

The court asks such questions as this: ‘^Can we suppose that those who 
employed the men intended to neutralise their votes?” It is immatciial whetlier 
the object is to gain over voters from the other side or to prevent them from going 
over to that bide. If the object is to engage one voter to vote for his employer 
who would otherwise vote for his opponent, the election wull be void (Boston Case 
(1880), 3 O’M. & II. 151,152). 

(e) E.g t buying pigs or horses above their value {fhiddersfield Case (1850), 
Wolf. & B. 28, 32; Cockermouth Case (1853), 2 Pow. R & 1). 164, 167), if done to 
influence votes (Harwich Case (1848), 1 Pow. R. & 1). 71, 75). The hiring of 
rooms lor no ooject has been held to be bribeiy [Haddersjield CasCy supra; 
(Jashel Case (1869), 1 O’M. & II. 286). Coloinable hiring of publichouses to 
secure the votes ot the publicans w.is held to be bribery (Sandwich Case (1880), 3 
O’M. & H. 158) ; likewise a colourable payment for the expenses of a past 
election (Cashel C'cw«, supra). 

(/) Thus a general conversation as to a caiidi. late’s wealth and liberality is not 
an offer to bribe (Northallerton Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 167, 168). 

(#/) See p. 279, ante; and see the common law of bnbery further discussed, 
Evesham Case (1838), Falc. & Fitz. 504, 518 ; 4 Co. Inst. 23. 

(h) Beverley Case (1869), 1 O’M. k II. 143, 141, 145. 

(i) Cooper v, Slade (1857), 6 U. L. Cas. 746 ; J)ublni Case (1869), 1 O’M. k II. 
270, 273 ; Packard v. Callings (1886), 54 L. T. 619 ; and see Horsham Case (1876), 
3 O’M. & H. 52. But Grantham, J., m the Maidstone Case (1906), 5 O’M. & H. 200, 
203, took a different view, as did the parliamentary committee m tlie IFareham Case 
(1857), Wolf. & D. 85, 88. In Bremridge v. Campbell (1831), 5 C. & P. 186, the 
facts were left to the jury; and it was laid down tliat an agreement by both 
parties to pay such travelling expenses will not prevent it from being bribery. 

Where the expenses w'ere paid after the election without any promise or under- 
standing so to pay them having been made before the election, it was held that no 
case of bribery had been established, although more than the exact amount was 
paid (Rigden v. Passmore Edwards (1880), 44 L. T. 192). But in anotlier case 
where the facts were similar, but where it was clear that tlie voter knew what he 
was wanted for, and there was no <loubt that he expected to be paid, it was held 
that there bad been bribery (Tomline v. Tyler (Sir II.) (1880), 44 b. T. 187). 

(/:) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
19 . 7, 14. See p. 294, pos6 
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personally, or to Lis agents, as bribery, it is a corrupt practice, and Seot. i. 
one which cannot be excused (/). Farlla- 

Nothing in the law relating to parliamentary elections makes it mentary. 
illegal for an employer to permit electors in his employment to 
absent themselves for a reasonable time for the purpose of voting 
without having any deduction from their salaries or wages on 
account of such absence, if such permission is, so far as practicable 
without injury to the business of the employer, given equally 
to all persons alike who are at the time in his employment, and if 
such permission is not given with a view of inducing any person 
to record his vote for any particular candidate, and is not refused 
to any person for the purpose of preventing such person from 
recording his vote for any particular candidate (m). 


562 . The payment of a just claim will not lightly be taken to instanresof 
be bribery (n). bribeiy. 

The date of the alleged act of bribery is only one of the 
circumstances to be taken into consideration, and things done 
long before or long after the election may be taken into account (o). 

A corrupt agreement to vote for a certain candidate, the benefit 
of which is afterwards taken over and adopted by another candidate, 
is bribery, for which the latter may be held liable (p). 

A corrupt act done with a view to the betrayal of the candidate 
on whose behalf it purports to be done is not bribery for which the 
latter can be held liable (5). 

A wager on the result of the election may be bribery, but whetlicr 
it will be so or not depends once more upon whether the intention 
was corrupt (r). 


563 . Treating, again, is a corrupt practice (.•#). The following ti eating 
persons (t) are guilty of treating : — 


(i) Corrupt and Illegal Tract ices Prevention Act, 1883 (4G & 47 Vict. c. 51), 
B. 3. Bribery is not mentioned in s. 22. 

(m) Parliamentary Elections Corrupt Practices Act, 1885 (48 & 40 Vict. c. .5G), 
s. 1. This Act is not to be construed to make illegal any act wliicli would not 
have been illegal if tliis Act had not been passed [ibitl., s. 2). All the facts will 
be considered, and the payments must be reasonable {Aylesbury Case (188G), 
4 O’M. & H. 59, G2). The giving of a holiday, uben none liad been given 
on a previous occasion, was held to be bribery in Truscott v. Bevan (1880), 44 L. T. 
64. 

{n) Galway Case (1857), Wolf, D. 136, 142. But the yiroinise of payment of an 
outstanding election account was held to be bribery in the Sligo Case (1853), 2 Pow. 
K. & D. 250, 257, 

(0) Sligo Case (18G9), 1 O’M. & IT. 300, 302 ; Stroud Case (18G9), 1 O’M. & M. 
302 ; Cheltenham Case {2nd Case) (1848), 1 Povv. 11. & D. 224, 225; Southampton 
Case (18G9), 1 O’M. & H. 222. If a man were to sjiy, “Here is £5 if you 
will promise to vote for me whenever 1 am a candidate,” and if he became a 
c.indi(Iate ten years afterw'ards, it w'ould be bribery {Stroud Case, supra). 

{p) Dover Case (18G0), Wolf. & B. 121, 126, 127. 

Iq) Stafford Case (1860), 1 O’M. & H. 228,230. 

(r) See Youghal Case (1838), Pale. & Fitz. 385, 40G ; Monmouth Case (183.')), 
Kn. & Omb. 408, 410 ; New Windsor Case (1835), Kn. & Omb. 139, 194. Such 
a wager is illegal at common law {Allen v. Hearn (1785), 1 Term Rep. 66). 

(s) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 61), 
s. 3. As to when treating may also be bribery, see note (t), ]>. 282, ante. 

(1) It is to be observed that the expression “ person” includes an association or 
boay of persons, corporate or unincorporate, so that when any act is done by any 



290 


Electtions. 


SECT. I. (1) Any person who corruptly (w), by himself or by any other 
Parlia- person, either before, during, or after an election, directly or 
centary. indirectly gives or provides, or pays wholly or in part the expense 
— of giving or providing, any meat, drink, entertainment, or pro- 
vision to or for any person for the purpose of corruptly influencing 
that person or any other person to give or refrain from giving his 
vote at the election or on account of such person or any other 
person having voted or refrained from voting at such election or 
being about to vote or refrain from voting at such election (a). 

(2) Every elector who corruptly accepts or takes any such meat, 
drink, entertainment, or provision (^>). 

Treating intended to secure general popularity and so to influence 
votes is corrupt treating and a corrupt practice (c). 

Must be 564. The essence of the offence of treating is that it should be 

corrupt corrupt. Treating, in fact, is often innocent ; and primd Jade it will 
be taken so to be (d). 

Where refreshments are a mere incident of a political meeting, 
there is no offence; but if persons are gathered together merely 


Buch association or body the members of such association or body who liave taken 
part in the commission of such act are to be liable to any fine or punishment 
imposed for the same by the Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 
(46&47 Vict. c. 51), 8. 64. 

{a) “ Corruptly ” means with the intention of doing that which is forhidd *n hy 
the statute {Gnat Yarmouth Borowjh Case (100(5), 5 O’M. & II. 17(5, 19C). See also 
Montgomery Boroiujhs Case (1802), as rej)orted in Jelfs C«>rrupt Piactices Pie- 
vcnlion Acts (ed. 1005), at p. 53 ; see p. 284, note (m), ante. 

Ct)rrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Aci, 1883 (4C & 47 Vict. c. 51), 

fi. I (1). 

{b) Ibid., B. 1 (2). An ‘‘elector” means any person whose name is for the 
time being on the register roll or booh containing the names of the pei’sons entitled 
to vote at the election with reference to which the expreShion is used {ibuL, s. G4). 

(c) See the Hexham Division Case (1892), Dav, 03. Comimro JYaUin{)f or d Case 
(1869), 1 O’M. & II. 59, and Longford Case (1870), 2 O’M. & II. 15, though these 
cases would not be conclusive upon the point, as tJiey were dee ded upon different 
woi’ds of an earlier Act, which were more favourable to tlie view taken. 

(d) Aylesbury Case (1880), 4 O’Ar. & II. 50, 63. Compare Haggerston Division 
Case (1890), 5 O’M. & H. 08, 72, where on the facts of the particular case the judges 
ditfered. Tlie previous and habitual conduct of the alleged offender will be cou- 
hidered. Thu**, where a man has habitually given a school feast, IJie presumption 
will be that a school least given hy that man when he is a candidate is not 
corrupt {Ayleshunj Case, supra). That U>rm of treating which exists occasionally 
between social equa’s, where first one treats and tlien another, will be considered 
bv the court as a form of liosjntality, and not as corrupt treating. Nor are certain 
kinds of treating which exist in lelution to business matters, such as marking the 
conclusion of a bargain with the customary and complimentary refreshment, to he 
regarded as corrupt ireiting. Corrupt treating is an exjiressioii whicli applies 
rather to that sort of treating which exists when the superior treats his interior, 
which gives the former an influence over the latter, and secures his goodwill. 
Not, however, to all cases of this kind does the corrupt treating of which the 
Bbitute speaks refer. It is not applicable to a return made for small services 
rendered, for instance, to a porter, or a guard, or the servants of the person treating, 
nor wheie the object is to acquire general goodwill. It must have reference to 
some election and l>e for the purpose of influencing some vote {Norwich C7a«e (1886), 
4 O’M. & II. 84, 91), If you give drink to a man with the intention of confirming 
his vote and keeping up the pirty zeal of tliose believed to be already supporting 
your candidate, that is corrupt treating (LWmin Division Oasc (1906), 6 O^M.& 11. 

231 )b 
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to gratify their appetites and so influence their votes, then it is 
corrupt treating (c). It is not necessarily corrupt, however, to 
attract people to meetings by offering refreshments of a moderate 
hind (/). All such circumstances as the open doing of whatever is 
done, the inclusion of persons who are not voters in the invitation, 
and the absence of undeserving persons from the class benefited will 
be taken into consideration in favour of the party alleged to be guilty 
of corrupt treating (g). 

The time at which the act is done is also a relevant consi Jovation. 
A corrupt act is not the less corrupt because it is done a long time 
before the election, but in determining whether it is reasonable 
to conclude that an act is done with a view to influence votes, the 
element of time becomes exceedingly material (h), 

A promise to treat may amount to the offence of corrupt 
treating (i). 

Custom is only relevant as having some bearing on the intent of 
a particular individual (k). 

The offence of corrupt treating, unlike that of bribery, may in 
certain circumstances be excused by the Court, but not if the 
candidate is personally guilty of the act (Z). 

565. Undue influence is also a corrupt practice (m). The follow- 
ing persons (n) are guilty of undue influence : — 

(1) Every person who directly or indirectly, by himself or by 


Ze) Rochester Boroxiqh Cicwg (1892), 4 O’M. & H. 156, 157, %\l)ere a threepenny 
ticket entitled the holder to partake of claret etc. and sandwiches. 

'J’lie practice of political associations ^dving entertainments, picnics, suj)per3, 
teas, sports etc., has been judicially described as “a practice dangerously akin to 
corrupt treating,” and one which, “if indulged in by a candidate, would certainly 
amount to corrupt treating “ {Hexham Division Case (1892), 4 O’M. & H. 143, 150). 
But tliis is “not an intimation that any of the transactions referred to are to be 
taken alone as amounting to corrupt treating.” It is always a question of inten- 
tion, and the court looks to the whole of the circumstances in each case {Rochester 
Borough Case (18.92), 4 O’M. & H. 156). 

Where a candidate is in the midst of people w’ho are drinking and the worse 
for drink, it will not necessarily be inferred tliat because there was drinking there 
must have been treating {Southampton Borough Case (1895), 5 O’M. & IJ. 17). 

( / ) St. George^ s Division Case ( 1 896), 5 O’M. H. 89, 99 ; Great Yarmouth Boi ough 
Case (1906), 5 O’M. & H. 176, 194. The question of corrupt treating must be in 
each case a question of fact. If the refreshments provided were excessive, if the 
occasions were numerous, and if there were other circumstances calcul ited to 
excite suspicion, a corrupt intention might be inferred {St. George^s Division Case, 
supra). 

j (g) St. Georges Division Case^ supra, at p. 92. 

' {h) St. George's Diiision Case, supra, at pp. 100, 101. Compare Lancaster 

Division Case (1896), 5 O’M. & H. 39, 43, where, although the person who eventually 
became the election agent took part in an entertainment given by a certain 
political association, it was held that there had not in the circumstances been any 
corrupt treating lor which his principal, the candidate, was responsible. 

(i) Montgomery Boroughs Case (1892), 4 O’M. & H. 167, 169. 

{k) “ Otherwise even bribery might be justified upon the ground that it was the 
custom to take half a crown for a vote”(27er Channell, J., Ch'eat Yarmouth 
Borough CasCy supra, at p. 193). 

(/) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet c, 51) 
8-22. See pp. 398, 399, post. 

{m) Ibid., B. 3. 

(h) It is to be observed that the expression “ person” includes an association or 
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any other person on his behalf, makes use of or threatens to make 
use of any force, violence, or restraint, or inflicts or threatens to 
inflict, by himself or by any other person, any temporal (o) or 
spiritual injury, damage, harm, or loss upon or against any person 
in order to induce or compel such person to vote or refrain from 
voting, or on account of such person having voted or refrained from 
voting, at any election (p); and 

(2) Every person who by abduction, duress, or any fraudulent 
device or contrivance succeeds {q) in impeding or preventing the 
free exercise of the franchise of any elector, or thereby succeeds in 
compelling, inducing, or prevailing upon any elector either to give 
or refrain from giving his vote at any election (?•). 

566. Personation is a corrupt practice (s). The following 
persons are guilty of personation : — 

(1) Every j^erson who at an election applies for a ballot paper in 
the name of some other person, whether that name be that of a 
person living or dead, or of a fictitious person {a) ; and 

(2) Every person who, having voted once at an election, applies 
at the same election for a ballot paper in his own name {h). 

The aiding, abetting, counselling, or procuring of the otfenco of 
personation is also a corrupt practice (c). 

If the name was placed on the register by the overseers with the 
intention of enabling the applicant to vote, it will not be personation 
on his part to apply for the ballot paper in that name, though the 
name be not in fact his own (d). 

567. Mens rca is an essential ingredient in personation ie\ 
and an agent who honestly believes that the person whom he 


body of persons, corporate or iiiiiiicorporatc, or that where any act is done by any 
such association or body tlie members of such association or body who have taken 
part in the commission of such act are liable to any fine or punishment imposed 
lor the same by the Act (Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 
(46 & 47 Viet. c. 61), s. 64). 

(o) E.g.f threatening a voter to withdraw custom to induce that voter to vote or 
re (ram from voting {R, v. IJarmcell (1857), 5 W. R. 557). 

(p) Corru]»t and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
t. 2, first pai t of the section. This includes tlie case of the clergy declaring it to be a 
sin to vote in a particular manner, or threatening to refuse the saci aments for so 
doing {Meath Southern Diribion Case (1892), 4 O’M. «8t H. 130, 131 ; Meath Northern 
Division Case (1802), 4 U’M. & H. 185, 188. Compare Oalioay Case (1869), 1 O’M. 
& H. 303 ; Longjoid Case (1870), 2 O’M. & H. 6). There is nothing, however, to 
pievent the cleigy from canvasbing in a proper manner like other people {R)id,). 

(q) Stepney Case (1886), 4 O’M & II. 31, 57, where, eviJeuce of success not being 
forthcoming, a fraudulent device was held not to vitiate an election. Success is 
not a necessary ingredient of the olfenccs mentioned in the first part of tlie 
section. 

(r) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
s. 2, second part of the section, 

S Ibid., s. 3. 

Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), s. 24 ; Corrupt and Illegal Practices 
Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), s. 3, and Sclied. III., Part 111. 

i b) [bid, 
e) Ibid, 

d) R. v. Fox (1887), 16 Cox, 0. C. 166. 

e) Gloucester Case (1873), 2 O’M. & II. 59, 63. See especially MaslyrCs Case, 
*6id., 63. Compare Stepney Case (1886), 4 O’M. & H. 34, 44. 
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is instigating to vote is the person whose name is upon the 
register is not guilty of corrupt practice, although the person whose 
vote is in question may know that he is not the person whose 
name is upon the register (/). On the same priucij^le, if a person 
innocently votes in the name of another and the only charge in 
the petition is a charge of personation, the vote is not struck off, 
since the innocent voting in another’s name is a matter which is 
not covered by a charge of personation (</). 

But if it is once shown that a candidate has employed an agent 
who is capable of doing such a thing as persuading another fraudu- 
lently to personate and obtain a vote, knowing that he is not 
entitled to it, that candidate must suffer the penalty of having 
trusted such a person with the management of his election (/i). 

568 . If the person whose name is on the register is shown 
not to have voted, and it is also shown that a vote has been given 
in his name, and nothing more is shown, the vote will be struck 
off on a scrutiny (i). 

569 . Evidence of personation may be given before agency is 
proved. 

There is no authority for the avoidance of an election at common 
law on the ground of widespread personation, irrespective of agency, 
on the analogy of general corruption (k), 

570 . It is a corrupt practice for either the candidate or his 
election agent to make a false statement in the declarations (1) 
they are required to make after the election (m). 

571 . It would seem that any absolute fraud by an agent of the 
candidate might vitiate an election at common law (?i), 

(iii.) Illegal Pracikes, 

572 . It is an illegal practice, in the absence of such exception 
as may be specially allowed by the court by virtue of their statutory 


(/) Gloucester Case ^1873), 2 O’M. & H. 59, 63. See especially Pickard's Case, 
Ibid. And conversely the agent may be giulty though the voter may ba 
innocent, Hexham Case (1892), Day, 68. 

{a) Athlone Case (1880), 3 O’M. & II. 57, 59. There the son, who succeeded his 
fatncr, having the same name, voted in the name of his father, who w'as in fact 
the person intended on the register. 

(/i) Gloucester Case, supra. 

(i) Finsbury (Central) Case (1892), 4 O’M. & H. 171, 176. 

(k) Belfast Borough PTestem Division Case (1886), 4 O’M. & H. 105, 108. In 
this Irish case evidence that persons who were not agents of the candidates had 
been guilty of personation was admitted, but the court eventually stated that 
there was no authority for avoiding the election on the grounds of general 
personation. 

f Z) See pp. 335, 336, post. 

(n I Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
B. 33 "(7). For the result of the commission of corrupt practices, see p. 524, post. 

(n) As, for instance, the wholesale instigation by such an agent of personation 
by other person, apart from statute altogether (per Willes, J., in Coventry 
Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 97, 105). There was no such offence as personation 
before the Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), and the Corrupt and Illegal 
Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 61). 
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powers in that behalf (o), if any payment or contract for payment 
is knowingly made for the purpose of promoting or procuring the 
election of a candidate at any election on account of the conveyance 
of electors to or from the poll, whether for the hiring of horses, or 
carriages, or for railway fares or otherwise (p), except that where 
the nature of a county is such that any electors residing therein are 
unable at an election for such county to reach their polling place 
without crossing the sea or a branch or arm thereof the prohibition 
is not to prevent the provision of means for conveying such electors 
by sea to their polling place (q). The prohibition does extend to a 
payment or contract for payment made for the purpose of procuring 
or promoting the election of a candidate at an election in respect 
of the stabling and baiting of horses sent from a distance for the 
purpose of conveying voters to the poll(7’). Any person knowdngly 
making such a prohibited payment or contract, whether it be made 
before, during, or after the election, and whether he knows the same 
to be in contravention of the Act of Parliament or not, is guilty of 
an illegal practice («) ; and any person receiving such a payment 
or being party to such a contract is similarly guilty if he knows the 
same to be in contravention of the Act (/). 

673 . It is an illegal practice, in the absence of such exception 
as aforesaid (u\ if any payment or contract for payment is 
made to an elector, for the purpose of promoting or procuring such 
an election, on account of the use of any house, land, building, 
or premises for the exhibition of any address, bill, or notice (/), 
except where it is that elector’s ordinary business to exhibit for 
payment bills and advertisements, and the paj’ment or contract is 
made in the ordinary course of business (?r). The conditions w’hich 
attach to the liability of the maker and receiver res 2 )cctively of tbe 
payment are the same as in the last case (x). 

574 . It is an illegal jiractice, in the absence of such exception 
as aforesaid, if any imyment or contract for payment is made for 
the pui'iiose of promoting or procuring such an election on account 
of any committee-room in excess of the number allowed by law(//). 

To) See pp. 398—404, jmsf. 

1})) Corru 2 )t iind Illegal Pi actices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), 
•.7(1) (a). As to the ciiviu instances in which this may also be rcgardcil us 
bribery, sec p. 288, ante. 

{q) Ilrid., s. 48. 

(?') Lichfield Division Case (1895), 5 O’M. & 11. 27, 30, 31. The expenses of 
bringing one’s own conveyances to the place where the election is being held may 
lawfully be paid, and this includes petrol for motor cars [Hartlepool Case (1910), 
4lh M.iy). 

(s) Soufhamplon Borough Case (1895), 5 O’M. & II. 17, 20. 

(0 Corrupt and Illegal Practices Provention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), 
». 7 (1) (b). 

fw) See pp. 398 — 404, post. 

iv) See also p. 302, post. 

(w) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (40 & 47 Vict. c. 51), 
B. 7 (:b). 

fasj Thid., 8. 7 f2\ 

(y) Ibid., s. 7 (1) (c). The expression comini tteo-rocm ” does not include any 
house or room occupied by a candidate at an election as a dwelling by reason 
only of the cundidute there transacting business with his agents in relation to 
Buch election j nor shall any room or building be deemed to be a committee-room 
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In this case also the conditions which attach to the liability of the Sbot. i. 
maker and receiver of the payment respectively are the same as in ParUa- 
the two previous cases (z). The number of committee-rooms which m entar y, 
may lawfully be hired is in a borough one committee-room, and if 
the number of electors in the borough exceeds five hundred, then one 
for every complete five hundred electors, and if there is a number 
of electors over and above any complete five hmidred, one for such 
number, although not amounting to a complete five hundred («r) ; 
in a county a central committee-room, and in addition one com- 
mittee-room for each polling district in the county, and where 
the number of electors in a polling district exceeds live hundred 
one additional committee-room for every complete five hundred 
electors in such polling district over and above the first five 
hundred (h). Any number of committee-rooms on account of which 
no payment or contract for payment is made is permissible (c). 

675. It is an illegal practice, subject to such an exception as Excessive 
aforesaid, if a candidate at an election or his election agent (^0 expenditure, 
knowingly pays any sum or incurs any expense, whether before, 
during, or after an election, on account of or in respect of the con- 
duct or management of such election (e), in excess of the maximum 
amount allowed by law (/). There are three kinds of expenses 
which are not to be included in this maximum scale, namely, 
the personal expenses of the candidate (/;), sums paid to the return- 
ing officer for his charges (//), and the expenses of conveying electors 
by sea to their polling places in the exceptional cases when this is 
allowed by law(0. Otherwise the maximum scale provides that 
in a borough, if the number of electors on the register does not 

flip this purpose by reason only of tlie candidate or any aj^ent of the candidate 
addressing the electors, coniinitU'cmen, or others {ihid.y s. G4). 

(«) Corrupt and llle^'al Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 

8. 7 (2). 

I a) Ihid.j Sched. I., Part II., r. G. 

It) Ibid., Sched. I., Part IJ., r. 7. 

c) Ibid., 8. 7 (1) (c). Expressio unius exdusio altcrius, 

d) Ibid., s. 8. It is to be noted that, if any other agent of the candidate p.nys 
the 8uni or incurs the exiiense, the case will probably be objectionable on anutlicr 
ground, namely, as falling witliin s. 28 of the same Act. See p. 297, post, 

(e) It is sometimes difficult to say wbat are expenses within the meaning of 
this provision. The court must look at all the facts, and must decide the question 
a^ though discharging the functions of a jury whether the expenses in que‘'tiun 
have been incurred “ on account of or in respect of the conduct or management 
of such election.” See ])p. 297, 298, posf, where these words are further discussed. 

(/) Conupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 

8. 8 ; and see Sched. I. 

{g) The “perfeonal expenses” of the candidate is an expression which includes 
the leasoiiable travelling expenses of such candidate and the reasonable expenses 
of his living at hotels or elsewhere for the purposes of and in relation to such 
election (ibid., s. G4). It is to be observed that this does not purport to be an 
exhaustive definition ; and the phrase is usually stretched in ])ractice so as to ba 
made to cover the entertainment at hotels of friends, supporters and speak i rs, 
and the conveyance of such friends, supporters and speakers in hired vehicles to 
meetings and so forth. No decision has been given by any election court as to 
the legality of this interpretation of the section. 

(h) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (4G & 47 Viet. c. 61)| 

Sched. I., Part IV. 

(t) Ibid., 8. 48, and see p. 294, ante. 
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exceed two thousand, the maximum amount shall be £S50, and if 
it does exceed two thousand the maximum amount shall be £380, 
and an additional £30 for every complete thousand electors above 
two thousand on the register (smaller amounts are prescribed for 
the case of Ireland (j)), and in a county, if the number of electors 
on the register does not exceed two thousand, the maximum amount 
shall be £650, and if it does exceed two thousand the maximum 
amount shall be £710 and an additional £60 for every complete 
thousand electors above two thousand (smaller amounts being 
again prescribed for the case of Ireland (A:).) 

676. It is an illegal practice if any person votes or induces or 
procures any person to vote at any election knowing that he or 
such person is prohibited by any Act of Parliament from voting at 
such election (Z). But the candidate is not liable in such a case, noi 
can his election be avoided, if this illegal practice is only committed 
by an agent who is not his election agent (w). 

677. It is an illegal practice if any person before or during an 
election knowingly publishes a false statement of the withdrawal of 
a candidate at such election for the purpose of promoting or pro- 
curing the election of another candidate (n) ; but here again the 
candidate is not liable, nor can his election be avoided, if this illegal 
practice is only committed by an agent other than the election 
agent (o), 

678. It is an illegal practice if the candidate or the election 
agent of the candidate prints, publishes, or posts, or causes to bo 
printed, published, or posted (p), any bill, placard, or poster having 
reference to the election which fails to bear upon the face thereof 
the name and address of the printer and publisher (</). If the 


(j) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 18 83 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 61), 
ked. L, Part IV. 


Sc] 

(A) Ibid, A trade union must not provide any of the election expenses out 
of its funds {Osborne v. The Amalgamated Society of Vailway ServantSy [1910] 
A. C. 87). Tnis is a decision of the House of Lords. Some of their Lordships, 
however, based their decision on the ground that in the particular case the 
candidates were delegates of the trade union, which was contrary to public 
policy. 

fZ) JMd., 8. 9 (1). 

(m) IHd.y 8. 9 (3). Where a man voluntarily undertook the duties of a sub- 
agent without any payment or reward or promise of payment or reward, and 
when he voted believed that he would receive none, but after the election was 
over the election acent paid him on ascertaining that he had a surplus available 
for the purpose, ana he did not tell the election agent he had voted, the person 
so voting was held to have committed an illegal practice {Essex South- JVestem 
Division C(twc(1886), 2 T. L. R. 388). 

(») Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 61), 
01 Ihid.y 8. 9 (3). 

(p) Where the candidate’s agent’s brother gave the instructions for the printing 
of a certain address to be done for the said agent, and the cost was debited to the 
said agent, but not paid by him, it was held that he had not been proved to have 
printed or caused to be printed the address in question, though the address 
puiported to be signed oy such agent {Bettesvmth v. AlUjngham (1885), 16 
Q. B. D. 44). 

(j) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 61), 


■.9(2 

( 0 ) 
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offender is not the candidate or the election agent of a candidate, Sect. i. 
he will be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding Ju 100, Parlia- 
but it will not be an illegal practice (r). mentary. 


679. It is an illegal practice, subject to any lawfully allowed Payments 
exceptions (s), if any payment, advance, or deposit is made ])y a candi- made other- 
date at an election, or by any agent on behalf of the candidate, or by JhrougMhe 
any other person at any time, whether before, during, or after such election 
election, in respect of any expenses incurred on account of or in 
respect of the conduct or management of such election, otherwise 
than by or through the election agent (a) of the candidate, whether 
acting in person or by a sub-agent ; and it is an illegal practice if 
any money provided by a person other than the candidate for 
any expenses incurred on account of or in respect of the conduct or 
management of the election, whether as gift, loan, advance, or deposit, 
is paid otherwise than to the candidate or his election agent (6). 

13ut this does not apply to a tender of security to, or any payment 
by, the returning officer, or to any sum disbursed by any person 
out of his own money for any small expense legally incurred by 
himself, if such sum is not repaid to him (c). The small expense 
hero referred to is one which will cover such small payments as 
the hire of a cab by a canvasser in order to go round the con- 
stituency canvassing, or for postage etc. where the person paying 
is not and does not intend to be repaid (d). 

If money is spent illegally in this connection by an agent of the 
candidate to promote his return, and that candidate is returned by 
the help of such money, the expenditure wdll cause him to lose his 
seat upon an election petition (e). 

The court considers in every case upon all the facts (/) whether 
the payment in question is a payment “in respect of the con- 
duct or management of such election. Thus the expenses of 

B. 18. See Alcocic v. Emden (1004), 68 J. 1*. 434; Shrewslnirt/ Case (1885), 

4 T. L. 11. 160. 

(r) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Act, 1883 (4G & 47 Viet. c. 51), s. 18. 

h) See pp. 398—404, post. 

(a) Where a payment through a j)erson other than the election agent was made 
hy mistake, and the money was returned, and the transaction was liouest and bond 
fide^ the court held that no offence had been committed [Monmouth Boroughs Case 
(1901), 5 O’M. & II. 166, 170). 

e Comipt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 5 1 ), s. 23. 

Ibid. 

) Norwich Case (1886), 4 O^M. & H. 84, 89. Twenty pounds expended upon 
placiirds cannot be so excused, but lialf a crown expended upon cartoons might 
possibly meet with indulgence (ibid.). 

(c) Ipswich Case (1886), 4 O’M. & II. 70, 74. Thus, ^vhere money was paid by 
one who was admitted to be an agent of the candidate in order to enable men to 
be hired for keeping order at a public meeting held by that cantlidate, this v as 
held to be an illegal practice. Volunteers may be employed to keep order, 
and if serious disorder is apprehended, such volunteers should be sworn in as 
special constables (ibid.), miere certain payments liad been made by the secretary 
of a political association on account of the election, and also, acting under the 
orders of such secretary, by a member of such association, and these payments 
were not included in the returns of the election agent, but the secretary of the 
parent association repaid to the member of the local branch tlie sums so paid by 
him, the court held that both these persons had committed lih gal practices 
{Buckrose Division Case fl886), 4 O’M. a II. 110, 116). 

(/) Taking into ('onsideration the definition of a “candidate” (Corrupt and 
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Sect. 1. meetings held to induce the respondent to stand, and of a rcquisi- 
Parlia- tion to him for that purpose, are not expenses in respect of such 
mentary. election {g). Expenses connected with improving the registration 
of the borough in the interest of the candidate and of his party are 
not within the provision, nor is the starting of a newspaper 
advocating the candidate’s political views. What are or are not 
such expenses is a question of fact for the court, discharging the 
functions of a jury, to decide (/t). 

Payments not 580 . It is an illegal practice if an election agent pays otherwise 
made within within the i)rescribed time (t) any expenses incurred by or on 

iinTe^** behalf of a candidate at an election which are incurred on account 
of or in respect of the conduct or management of such election, or 
pays at any time any claim which is barred by reason of its not 
liaving been sent in to him within the prescribed time (/r). Subject 
to any exceptions allow'ed under the Act (Z), the prescribed time for 
sending in claims is fourteen days, and that for payment twenty- 
eight days, after the day on which the candidates arc declared 
elected (?;/). But if the candidate proves that the payment was 
made without his sanction or connivance, the election is not avoided, 
nor is the candidate to be subject to any incapacity under the Act 
on this ground alone {n). 

Failure <o 581 . It is an illegal practice if without an authorised excuse (o) 
make icturn a candidate or an election agent fails to comply w’itli the provisions 
astoexi>cii5 2 a, the Act as to the prescribed (/)) return and declaration respecting 

election expenses {q). 

F’.ilse slate- 582 . It is an illegal practice (r) if any person before or during 
infills. parliamentary election for the purpose of affecting the return 


Illegal Piactices Prevention Act, 1883 (4G & 47 Viet. c. 51), s. 64. See p. 295, ante^. 

{g) Nonmeh Case (1880), 4 O’M. & II. 84, 80. A political almanac ordered in 
October and delivered on the Christmas Day before the election was held not to be 
within the provision {Great Yarmouth Borough Case (1906), 5 O’M. & H. 176, 187). 

ill) Kennington Case (1886b 4 O’M. & H. 93 ; compare Lichfield Division Case 
(1895), 5 O’M. & H.'27, 34. There is no general rule that lectures, even thougli 
given with the view of advancing the prospects of a particular candidate, are 
t'A'penses incurred on account of the conduct or management of the election 
{Haggei'ston Division Case (1896), 5 O’M. & H. 68, 72). Where the candidate had 
taken a house in the constituency and built at the further end of the yard a 
room which he had furnished as a club-room, and which he allowed the Radical 
association to use as a club for its meetings, and where such room was used 
during the elc' tion as a committee -room, and the candidate paid all the expenses 
ill connection with it, it was lield that these were expenses which should have 
been returned tlirongli the election agent {St. George's Division (recriminatory) 
Case (1896), 5 O’M. & II. 103, 115). 

(i) Pi escribed by the same section. 

{k) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51) 
6. 29 (4) and s. 29 (2). 

U) See p. 401, fost. 

(m) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1683 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), 
f. 29 (5b 

(n) Ihid.f s. 20 (C) and s. 29 (3). If it is disputed, it may be reckoned a dis- 
puted claim, and paid if the court gives leave. See s. 29 (7), posU p. 404. 

(o) Ibid.f 8 . 34. See p. 405, post. 

\p) Ibid., 8 . 33. See p. 335, post. 

iq) Ibid. 

(r) As to the remedy by way of injunction, see p. 540, post. 
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of any candidate at such election makes or publishes any false 
statement of fact in relation to the personal character or conduct 
of such candidate (s), and the directors of any body or association 
making or publishing any such false statement will likewise be 
guilty of an illegal practice (t). 

The false statement of fact need not be libellous at common 
law (a), so long as it is a statement which is calculated to influence 
the electors, as, for instance, a statement made in a hunting county 
that the candidate has shot a fox or a statement made to promoters 
of total abstinence that the candidate has taken a glass of wine (h). 
But it is essential that it should relate to the personal rather than 
the political character or conduct of the candidate (c). 

It is irrelevant whether the statement complained of has or has 
not been provoked by a statement of a similar character made on 
the part of an opponent (d). 

The words will be interpreted according to their real and true 
meaning, and not according to their literal sense (e). 

No person is to be deemed guilty of such illegal practice if ho 
can show that he had reasonable grounds for believing and did 
believe the statement made by him to be true(/). That must in 
each case depend upon the character and nature of the information 
given him (g), 

A candidate, however, is not to bo liable, nor is he to be subject, to 
any incapacity, nor is his election to be avoided, for any illegal 
practice under this provision committed by his agent other than 
his election agent, unless it can be shown that the candidate or his 
election agent has authorised or consented to the committing of 
such illegal practice by such other agent or has paid for the 

(s) Corrupt and Ilhgal Practices Preventiuii Act, 1895 (58 & 59 Vict. c. 40), 
s. 1. 

U) Jhid. 

[a) In some senses tlie wouls of the section are narrower and in some senses 
•wider than is consistent with the law ot libel {SL Gconje's Division (recnnniiatoi}) 
Case (1896), 5 O’M. & II. 103, 104). 

{h) Sumierland Borough Case (1896), 5 O’M. & II. 63, 62. Tliis is not of course 
a deci^i()U that such words could not in any ciiciinislaiices bear a def.iinatuiy 
meaning at coinnioii law, but that it is not necessary to give them such a deianiatoiy 
meaning in order to bring them witliin this provision. 

(c) Cockermouth Divinon C'ase (1901), 5 O’M. & H. 155, 164 ; Attercliffe Division 
Case (1906), 6 O’M. & H. 218. Compare Anonymous Case^ reported in Jell’s Coirupt 
and Illegal Practices Prevention Acts (ed. 1905), p. 215. But see also Chesterjield 
Casey Bayley v. Edmunds (1895), 11 T. L. E. 537, 0. A., where a charge that the 
candidate, “ hypocritically feeling in his conscience that he was doing wrong for 
the purpose of making large profits for himself, locked out liis vorknien lor a 
certain length of time, and that then, some time afterwards, he found that his 
conscience reproved him, and resolved he would starve them no longer,” wixs held 
to he within the section. The W'ords “ Radical traitors ” were held to be not 
■within the section, as being a statement of opinion rather than of fact {Ellis v. 
National Union of Conservative Associatiovs (1900), 109 L. T. Jo. 493). 

(d) Monmouth Boroughs Case (1901), 5 O’Ai. & H. 166, 174. 

(e) Silver v. Benn (1896), 12 T. L. K. 199, 200, C. A. Kay, L.J., speaks in that 
case of “ what the passage meant to convey.’* This is inconsistent, however, with 
dicta in Ellis v. National Union of Coimrvative Associations^ supraj w'here it is 
suggested that no innuendo can be sliown in these cases. 

(/) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1895 (58 & 59 Viet c. 40), 

B. 2. 

{g) Swiderland Borough Case, supra, at p. 65, 


Sect. 1. 
Farlia' 
mentary. 
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Sect. 1 . circulation of the false statement constituting the illegal practice, or 
Parlia- unless upon the hearing of an election petition the election court 
mentary. finds and reports that the election of such candidate was procured 
or materially assisted in consequence of the making or publishing 
of such false statement (h). 

Disturbance It is an illegal practice if at a political meeting (i) held in any 
of public parliamentary constituency between the date of the issue of the 
meeting. return of a member of Parliament for such constituency 

and the date at which a return to such writ is made, any person 
acts in a disorderly manner, or incites others to so act, for the 
purpose of preventing the transaction of the business for which the 
meeting was called together (A:). 

683. It is an illegal practice if a candidate or his election agent 
is personally guilty of either of the throe statutory offences of 
“ illegal payment,*' illegal employment,** or “ illegal hiring ** (/). 

(iv.) Illegal Payment and Illegal Employment, 

Illegal pay- 684. It is an illegal payment if any person knowingly provides 
meut. money for any payment which is contrary to the provisions of the 

Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883, or for any 
expense incurred in excess of any maximum amount allowed by 
that Act, or for replacing any money expended in any such pay- 
ment or expenses (m), except when the same may have been 
previously allowed, in pursuance of the Act of Parliament, to bo an 
exception (n). 

Again, if any person other than the election agent or a sub-agent 
appoints any polling agent, clerk, or messenger employed for pay- 
ment on behalf of the candidate at an election, the payment will be 
an illegal payment (o), and if the money for it is knowingly provided 
by the candidate himself it will be, subject to any such exception as 


{h) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1895 (58 & 69 Viet. c. 40), 
t. 4. 

(i) The Act is for the protectiun of “ lawful ])ublic meetings,” and it is not 
clear how far a street meeting is a lawful meeting for this purpose. See 
Jjeamington Case (1909), 44 L. J. 062. Compare Harrison v. itutland {Duke), 
[1893] 1 Q. B. 142, C. A. ; Dovaslon v. Payne (1795), 2 Hy. Bl. 627 ; Bealty v. 
Odlbanks (1882), 9 Q, B. D. 308; It. v. Clarkson (1692), 17 Cox, C. C. 483, 
C. C. R. ; IPise v. Dunning, [1902]_1 K. B. 167. 

ik) Public Meeting Act, 19o8 (8 Edw. 7, c. 66), s. 1. 

{l) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 f46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), 
fi. 21 (2). It should be noted in connection with illegal payment that the 
expression “ payment ” includes any pecuniary or other reward, and the expres- 
sions pecuniary reward ” and “money” are to be deemed to include any office, 
place, or employment, and any valuable security or other equivalent for money, 
and any valuable consideration, and expressions referring to money are to be 
construed accordingly {ibid., s. 64). 

(m) Ibid., s. 13. From this it w^ould appear that the provision of money 
knowingly for any illegal employment or illegal hiring, or for any corrupt or 
illegal practice, may be charged also as an illegm payment, because it would be a 
payment contrary to the provisions etc. within s. 13. 

(n) Ibid., s. 13. 

(o) Ibid., B. 27 (1), shows that here again there would be a contravention of the 
Act, and therefore s. 13 applies. 
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aforesaid, an illegal practice (p). So, again, if any payment is made Sbot. l. 
on account of any committee-room hired by any person other than Parlia- 
the election agent or a sub-agent on behalf of the candidate (q), A mentary. 
contract whereby any expenses are incurred on account of or in 
respect of the conduct or management of an election is not enforce- 
able against a candidate unless made by the candidate himself or 
by his election agent, either by himself or by his sub-agent. But 
it is provided that the inability thus created to enforce such contract 
will not relieve the candidate from the consequences of any corrupt 
or illegal practice having been committed by his agent (a). 

585. It is an illegal payment and an illegal practice (h) if the Personal 
candidate knowingly pays any personal expenses incurred by expenses, 
him on account of, or in connection with, or incidental to the 
election to a further amount than ^100 otherwise than by the 
election agent (c). 


586. It is an illegal payment, and if the candidate or election inducing 
agent be personally guilty an illegal practice (d), corruptly to withdi-awal of 
induce or procure another person to withdraw from being a can- 

didate at an election in consideration of a payment or promise of 
payment (e). 

587. It is an illegal payment, and if the candidate or election pand, flags, 
agent be personally guilty an illegal practice (/), subject to such nbbons etc! 
exception as may be allowed by the court under their statutory 
powers, to make before, during, or after an election a payment or a 
contract for payment for the purpose of promoting or procuring the 
election of a candidate at any election on account of bands of music, 
torches, flags, banners, cockades, ribbons, or other marks of dis- 
tinction (^). Any person being a party to such contract or receiving 


{]>) Coiiu])t and Illegal Practices Pie\eiilion Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), 
s. 21 (2).^ 

(q) Ibid., B. 27 (1), shows that here again llieie uouhl be a contravention of the 
Act, and therefore s. 13 apphes. 

(a) Ibid., 8. 27 (2). See also Norton v. Diclson (1800), 5 II. & N. 037, decided 
belore the present statute. 

{h) It is an illegal payment (Corrujit and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 
(46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), 8. 13), because huch payment is contrary to the provisions of 
the Act. It is therefore an illegal juactice (ibid., s. 21 (2)), because by hypothesis 
the candidate is pers>onally guilty. It might possibly be excused under s. 23 (see 
p. 300, 'post), if the candidate, though he made the pajmeut ‘‘knowingly,” yet 
did so by reason of inadvci tence, or irom otliei accidental miscalculation, or from 
some other leasonable cause of a like nature. Put the other conditions of that 
section (which see) would have to be satistieil. 

(c) Corrupt ana Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 61), 
88. 13, 21. The expression “personal expenses,” as used with respect to the 
expenditure of any candidate in relation to any election, includes the reasonable 
travelling expenses of such candidate and the reasonable expenses of his living at 
hotels or elsewhere for the purposes of and in relation to such election (ibid., s. 64) ; 
but see note (g), p. 295, ante. 

(d) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (4G & 47 Vict. c, 51), 
8. 21 (2V 

(«) laid., B. 15. 

if) Ibid , B. 21 (2). 

(g) 1 bid., 8. 16. A payment made to repair the roof of a house damaged by the 
ropes of a banner was held not to be within this provision, the banner itself being 
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Sect. 1. 
Parlia- 
mentaiy. 


Illegal 

expenses. 


such payment is also guilty of illegal payment, if he knew that the 
same was made contrary to law {h). 

588. It is an illegal employment, and if the candidate or his 
election agent be personally guilty an illegal practice (i), to engage 
or employ any person for payment (k) or promise (/) of payment 
for the purpose of promoting or procuring the election of a candi- 
date at an election for any purpose or in any capacity whatever 
except for the prescribed purposes and in the prescribed capacities 
or except so far as payment is authorised by the Act of Par- 
liament ( 7 a). In addition to the payments already mentioned as 
legalised, the following expenses are also legal expenses (71) : The 
expenses of printing, the expenses of advertising, and the expenses 
of publishing, issuing, and distributing addresses and notices ; the 
expenses of stationery, messages, postage, and telegrams; the 
ex])enses of holding public meetings. 

Expenses otherwise legal may be incurred in respect of miscel- 
laneous matters ; but they must not exceed in the whole the 
maximum amount of £200 (o). Nor must the whole expenses exceed 
the maximum prescribed by the Act (a). 


lawful because no payment or contract for payment had been made in respect of 
it {Slqiney Case (1886), 4 O’M. & II. .34, 39). 

Portraits on linen, furnished with a lath top and bottom, canied about and 
suspended across streets, have been held to be “banners,” altliou^di more properly 
described as “marks of distinction ” (S^. Division (recii minatory) Case 

(1896), 5 O’M. & H. 103, 107 — 114. Compare Stepney Borough Case (1892;, 
4 O’M. & H. 178, 179—183). 

Hat-cards, again, have been held to be a contravention of this provision, an<l, 
where they are charged in the election account and paid lor by the election agent 
to be sufficient to avoid the election {IValsall Borough (7t/se ( 1 892), 4 O’M. & H. 123, 
126. Compare Pontefract Borough Case (1893), 4 O’M. & H. 2()0 ; Clai'e Eastein 
Division Case (1892), 4 O’M. & H. 162). It is a cpiestion of fact in each case 
wliether such things avoid the election {Ponlefiact Borough Case, supra). The 
IP^alsall Borough Case, supra, is “considered to have gone to the extreme verge of 
the law ” (Clare Eastern Division Case, supra). Even bills and placards which are 
neither addresses nor notices may on the facts apparently be held to be marks of 
distiiKtion (Stepney Borough Case (1892), 4 O’M. & H. 178, 179 — 18.3). Compare 
(’(»irii]it and Jllegil Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), Sched. 1., 
Part 11., r. 3. The object of this provision is partly to prevent waste of money 
and partly to prevent a man from gaining a false show of popularity by laying 
out his money on Hags, banners, and other things of that description (per Cave, J., 
in Stepney Borough Case, supra ; but compare Walsall Borough Case, supra). 

(h) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), 

B. 16 ( 2 ). 

fi) Ibid., s. 21 (2). 

(k) Payment includes any pecuniary reward or other reward, such as refresh- 
ments (Barrow-iurFumess Case (1886), 4 O’M. & H. 76, 82). 

(l) A promise must be an actual express promise, and not such a promise as is 
inferred from the conduct of the parties (Lichfield Division Case (1895), 5 
O’M. & H. 27, 29, 30). 

(m) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), 
B. 17. The persons who may be legally enix>loyed for payment are enumerated 
on pp. 266—269, ante. 

(n) Ibid., Scht^. I., Part I., shows that here again there would be a similar 
contravention of the Act, if any persons other than or in greater numbers than 
tlicse are employed for payment ; therefore s. 13 applies. 

(p) Ihid,, Sched. I., Part III. 

(a) Ibid., Sched. I., Part IV. See p. 2.35, ante. 
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Any payment made in contravention of these limitations would Sect. i. 
be an illegal payment (i>), and, if the candidate or his election Parlia- 
agent were personally guilty, an illegal practice (c). mentary. 


689 . Subject to any exception which may be allowed by the court illegal 
under their statutory powers, if any person is engaged or employed employment, 
in contravention of the statutory provisions either before, during, or 
after an election, the person engaging or employing him is guilty of 
illegal employment, and the person so engaged or employed is also 
guilty of illegal employment, if he knew that he ^Yas engaged or 
employed contrary to law (d). 

A speaker must not, therefore, for the purpose of promoting or 
procuring the election of a candidate at an election, be engaged or 
employed to speak in consideration of a payment or promise of 
payment, nor must a canvasser be engaged to canvass for such 
purpose and on such terms. But a person who is lawfully engaged 
or employed for payment for some lawful purpose is not deprived of 
the ordinary^ right of a citizen to canvass, and he may therefore 
canvass so long as it is not for his canvassing that he is paid (<?). 

(v.) Illegal Hiring. 

590 . It is an illegal hiring, and if the candidate or his election Hiring con. 
agent, be personally guilty an illegal practice, if any person lets, ^eyaneea. 
lends, or employs for the purpose of the conveyance of electors to 
or from the poll, and knowing that it is intended to be used for 
such purpose, any public stage or hackney carriage, or any horse or 
other animal kept or used for drawing the same, or any carriage 
horse or other animal which he keeps or uses for the purpose of 
letting out for hire (/), or if any person hires, borrows, or uses for 
the purpose of the conveyance of electors to or from the poll, any 
carriage horse or other animal which ho knows the owner thereof 
is prohibited by this provision to let, lend, or employ for that 
purpose {(j). But nothing in this provision is to prevent a carriage 
horse or other animal being let to or hired, employed, or used by an 
elector, or several electors at their joint cost, for the purpose of 
being conveyed to or from the poll (//). 

i h) (Jorrupt and Illegal Praclicc3 Prevention Act, 1883 (40 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 13. 

c) Hid., 8. 21 (2). 
d) Ibid., 8. 17 (2). 

r) Lichfield Division Case fl 80.5), 5 O’M. & II. 27, 2,^, 29. Compare Elgin 
and Naim Case (1895), 5 O’M. & II. 1,13 
(/) Corrupt and Illegal Practices PreNcntion Act, 1883 (40 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 

6 . 11 ( 1 ). 

{g) I bid., s. 14 (2). Where a voter is diiven to the poll in a cab paying nothing 
to the driver, hut tliere is no proof that the voter knows the use of the cab to be 
l>robibited by law, no breach of this section is coinrnitted, and the voter’s vote is 
good (IJiLckrose Division Case (1880), 4 O’M. & II. 110, 117). An illegal hiring is 
not an illegal pT’actice unless committed hy the candidate or his election agent. 

Therefore when it was objected that the petition said that during the election the 
respoinlent was by his agent guilty of illegal practices by hiring for the purpose 
of the conveyance of electors to and from the poll at the said election carriages 
and horses know ing that the owners thereof were ]>rohibited by this section from 
lending the same for that purpose, there being no allegation in the particulars tliat 
the acts complained of had been done by the cainhdate or his election ageiit,the 
court held lh.it this was a good objection, and refused to amend the petition so 
that 8. 7 might apply {Manchester Eastern Division Case (1802), 4 O’M. & H. 120). 

(h) Corrupt ana Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (40 & 47 Viet, c, 61), 

I. 1 1 (3^ 
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Committee* 

rooms. 


Saying for 

innocent 

creditois. 


Elections. 

No person is liable to pay any duty or to take out a licence for 
any carriage by reason only of such carriage being used without 
2 )ayment or promise of payment for the conveyance of electors to or 
from the poll at an election (i). 

691. It is an illegal hiring, and if- the candidate or his election 
agent be personally guilty (X) an illegal practice, if any person for 
the purpose of promoting or procuring the election of a candidate 
at an election hires or uses any of the following descriptions of 
premises for a committee-room (/) : — 

(a) Any premises on which the sale by wholesale or retail of any 
intoxicating liquor is authorised by a licence, whether the licence bo 
for consumption on or off the premises. 

(b) Any premises where any intoxicating liquor is sold or is 
supplied to members of a club, society, or association other than a 
permanent political club. 

(c) Any premises whereon refreshment of any kind, whether food 
or drink, is ordinarily sold for consumption on the premises. 

As to licensed premises there is, however, an exception in the case 
of any part of such premises ordinarily let for the purpose of 
chambers or offices, or the holding of public meetings or arbitrations, 
if such part has a separate entrance and no direct communication 
with any part of the premises on which any intoxicating liquor or 
refreshment is sold or supplied {m)» 

(d) The premises of any jpublic elementary school in receipt of an 
annual parliamentary grant, or any part of such premises (n). In 
this last category a schoolmaster's house is included where such house 
is within the curtilage of the school (o). But where the master’s house 
is provided rent free by a subscriber to the schools, the house is not 
part of the premises of a public elementary school, although the 
managers be in receipt of an annual parliamentary grant (p). 

Wherever dc/at'^o certain persons who act as a committee during 
the polling day meet together in a room, whether it be a room 
within (a), (b), (c), or (d), the members of the committee who souse 
that committee-room must be taken to bo within the provision ((/). 

None of the above provisions prohibiting certain payments and 
contracts for payments, and the payment of certain sums and the 
incurring of certain expenses in excess of a certain maximum, affect 
the right of any creditor who, when the contract was made, was 
ignorant of the same being in contravention of the Act (r). 


(i) Corrupt and IlU‘gal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
•. 14 (4). 

(k) Ibid., s. 21 (2). 

(l) Ibid., 8. 20. See note {y), p. ^04, ante, as to uluit is included in the expression 

committee-room.’^ 

(m) Buckrose Divinon Case (188G), 4 O’M. & IT. 110, 115. 

(n) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
F. 20. See, for instances of committee-Tooms within tliis i)ro\iso, Devonpoi't Case 
(1886), 2 T. L. ll. 345, 346 ; Cockermouih IHnsion Case (1001), 5 O’M. & i£. 155. 

(o) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Preventinn Act, 1883 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 61), s. 20. 

(p) Buckrose Division Case, supra, at p. 113. But it might be otherwise where 
such house is obviously apart from and distinct from the school-house itself, not 
only with respect to structure, but with respect to the mode in which the 
expenditure of keeping it up is defrayed {ibid., at p. 116). See Ballot Act, 1872 
(36 & 36 Viet. c. 33), s. 6. 

(q) Buckrose Division Case, supra. 

(r j Cornipl and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet c. 61 }, s. 19 
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Sub-Seot. 10 , — The Polh 


Sect. 1, 


(i.) In General* 

592. A contested election — an election in wlilch more can- 
didates are nominated than there are vacancies to be filled up — 
must be decided by a poll of the electors (a). 


Parlia- 

mentary, 

When poll is 
necessary. 


If the election is contested, the returning officer must, as soon as Not ice of 
possible after adjourning the election (6), give public notice of the 
day on which the poll will be taken, and of the candidates described 
as in their respective nomination papers, and of the names of the 


persons who subscribe the nomination paper of each candidate, 
and of the order in which the names of the candidates will bo 


printed in the ballot paper, and in the case of an election for a 
county must deliver to the postmaster of the principal post-office of 
the town in which is situate the place of election a paper, signed by 
himself, containing the names of the candidates nominated and 
stating the day on which the poll is to be taken ; and the post- 
master must forward the information contained in such paper by 
telegraph, free of charge, to the several postal telegraph offices 
situate in the county (c) for which the election is to be held, and 
such information must be published forthwith at each such office 
in the manner in which post-office notices are usually published (d). 


593. If a candidate who does not withdraw is for any reason Notice ot 
disqualified to be a candidate (e), and the other candidate desires disquahUca- 
that all votes given for the candidate so disqualified should be 
treated as having been thrown away — i.r., treated as null and void 
as though they had never been given (/) — a notice of the disquali- 
fication must be published to the electors (^7) , 


frt) Ballot A. t, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 33), s. 1. 

\b) Tlie election is necessarily adjourned when at the expiration of the 
prescribed time more candidates stand nominated than thcie are vacanciis to be 
lilled (Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 33), s. 1). See p. 275, ante. 

(c) The word “ county ” is not defined in the Act, but jiresumably every post- 
ollice in the division \>oiild sullice if the election Mere being held for a division of 
a county. 

(d) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 A 36 Vict. c. .33), Sched. I., Part I., r. 9. The noli.-e 
must also contain the notification as to claims against returning officers pre8cnl)ed 
by the Parliamentary Elections (Retuining Officers) Act, 1876 (38 & 39 Vict. 
c. 84), s. 7, Sched. II. Where the returning officer is required or authori.«ed by 
the Act to give any public notice, he must carry such requirement into elTcct by 
advertisements, placards, handbills, or such other means as he thinks best calcu- 
lated to alford information to the electors {ilnd.y r. 46). 

(e) “ Disrpialified from being a candidate” is not the same thing as “disqnali- 
fieu irom being relumed as the successful candidate.” Thus bribery by a candidate 
at an election, though itrenders his election void it he be found guilty on petition, 
does not incapacitate the candidate at that election in the sense that the votes 
given for him by voters with knowledge of it will be thrown away {Drinkwalnr 
v. I)eakin{l87i)flj. R. 9 C. P. 626). For disqualifications from being a candidate 
generally, see title Paiiltament. 

(/) As in the JFakeficld Case (1842), Bar. & Aust. 270, 319, decided by a parlia- 
mentary committee, and other cases cited in the following notes. 

((/) It. V. Lridge (1813), 1 & S. 76. But compare Hawkins v. 11. (1813), 8 

Dow, 124, II. L. Lonl Ei-DON, L C., there said, at p. 147 : “The utmost that those 
Mho had polled without notice could say would be, * Place us in the same situation 
ill which we would have been if notice had been given cit the beginning of th© 
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Sect, 1. In the absence of such a notice, a new election ought to be had 
Parlia- unless either (1) the persons whose votes it is sought to treat as 

mentary. having been thrown away can be shown in fact to have been aware 

of the disqualification (h), or (2) the disqualification is of a sort 
whereof notice is to be presumed (?). 

election.*” But this case was long before tlie Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 3C Vict. 
c. 33), and wlien the electorate was ver}' small. If tlie notice is defamatory, an 
action will lie upon it at common law (Bendish v. Lindsey (1708), 11 Mod. Rep. 

104); and it will not be privileged (see privilege discussed in connection with 

elections, DieJeesnn v. llilhard (1874), L. U. 9 Excli. 79 ; Duncomhe v. Daniell 
(1837), 8 0. & P. 222), at least if a personal attack be made {Wilson v. Reed 
(I860), 2 F. & F. 149). The notice may be given to the voters, published in the 
newspapers, and circulated through the constituency {Tipperary Case (1875), 3 
O’M. & II. 19, 20). In that case the candidate had been convicted of high treason. 
It is not essential that the notice should be given to each individual elector. See the 
following cases decided by parliamentary committees: Drogheda 2nd Case (1835), 
Kn. & Omb. 211 ; Cork Case (1835), Kn. k Omb. 274, 291 ; Oalway Case (1838), 
Falc. k Fitz. 579 j Wakefield Case (1842), Bar. & A net. 270,318. A form of notice 
will be found in the case lastly above mentioned at pp. 272, 273. It may be 
signed by any electors {Newcastle-under-Lyme 2nd Case (1842), Bar. & Aust. 5GI), 
or by the election agent, as in the Galway Case (1872), 2 O’M. k H. 46, 47. 

In the Tavistock Borough Case (1853), 2 Pow. R. & D. 5, printed notices of 
a candidate’s want of qualification were affixed on each side of the door of the 
Guildhall, in uhich the polling was carried on, some time before the poll com- 
menced, so as to be visible to every elector as he came uj) to vote, and continued 
so affixed up to the close of the poll But, in view of the cases above cited, it 
would appear not to be necessary to go thus far. 

(Il) Drinkwatcr v. DeaJcin (1874), L. R. 9 C. P. 626. Compare Belfast Case (1638), 
Falc, k Fitz. 595, 601, wheie a parliamentary committee allowed the question to 
be asked, “To your kno^^h■dge was what took ])lace on the day of nomination 
with renjiect to Mr. Gibson’s qualification publicly talked oi in the town during 
the progress of the election ? ” 

(i) Gosling v. V^eley (1847), 7 Q. B. 406, reversed, but not on this point, in 
1853(4 H. L. Cas. 679). For instance, as the court in that case said, “if an 
elector were to nominate and vote for a woman, his vote would be thrown away. 
Tlien the fact would be notorious, and every man would be presumed to know 
the law upon that fact.” Following this case, votes which actually were given fijr 
a woman who purported to stand as a candidate in a municipal election were held 
tf) have been ipso facto thrown away {Beresford-Hope v. Sandhurst [Lady) (1889), 
23 Q. B. D. 79, C. A.). But the mere circumstance that the existence in fact 
of a disqualification happens to be notorious is not necessarily enough to excuse 
the necessity of a notice {R. v. Bester (1861), 3 L. T. 667). This is quite a 
different matter from a disqualification in its essence notorious, such as that 
cited above, which is conclusive. In another case, however, a notorious fact was 
held sufficient, and Mathew, J., observed: “The test may be whether there is a 
reasonable difficulty as to the facts or as to the law” {Vox v. Ambrose (1890), 7 T. L. R, 
59, GO). So in a cai^e of the election of children to Christ’s Hospital Malins, V.-C., 
said : “The candidate in a certain case was disqualified on a point of law which 
the electors might not have been supposed capable of appreciating, and theietore 
their votes were held not to have been thrown avv^ay” {Etherington v. Wilson 
(1876), L. R. 20 Eq. 606, 618. The actual decision in this case was reversed on 
appeal (1876), 1 Ch. D. 160). The allusion is to R. v. Tewkesbury Corporation 
(1868), L. R. 3 Q. B. 629. But the latter case was doubted by Brett, J., in 
Drinkwatcr v. Dealdn, supray at p, 643. 

In another case, where votes had been given for an infant in an election to fill 
the post of cleik of a Court of Refpiests, votes so given were held to have been 
thrown avv’ay {Claridge v. Evelyn (1821), 5 B. & Aid. 81). This case falls within 
the principle of Gosling v. Veleyy supra. 

The practice of the parliamentary committees is thus stated : “ By the common 
law the principle seems to be firmly established that where a candidate is in point 
of fact disqualified at the time of an election all votes given for him with know- 
ledge of the fact upon which such disqualification is founded must be considered 
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694 . If after the adjournment of the election by the returning 
officer for the purpose of taking a poll one of the candidates nomi- 
nated dies before the poll has commenced, the returning officer 
must, upon being satisfied of the fact of such death, countermand 
notice of the poll (a). This will be enforced, if necessary, by 
mandamus (b). 

All proceedings with reference to the election must in such case 
be commenced afresh in all respects as if the writ had been received 
by the returning officer on the day on which notice was given him 
of such death. No fresh nomination is necessary in the case of a 
candidate who stood nominated at the time of the countermand of 
the poll (c). 

596 . The poll is to take place on such day as the returning 
officer may appoint, not being in the case of a county or a district 
borough less than two nor more than six clear days and not being 
in the case of a borough other than a district borough more than 
three clear days after the day fixed for the election (d). 

696 . “Where the taking the poll is interrupted or obstructed by 
any riot or open violence, the returning officer or his lawful deputy 
is not for such cause to finally close the poll, but must adjourn the 
taking the poll at the particular polling place or places at which 
such interruption or obstruction has happened until the following 
day, and, if iiccessarj^ must further adjourn such j^oll until such 
interruption or obstruction has ceased, when he must again proceed 
with the taking the poll at such place or places; and any day 
whereon the poll has been so adjourned is not as to such place or 
places to be reckoned the day of polling at such election ; and when- 
ever the poll has been so adjourned by any deputy of the returning 
officer, such deputy must forthwith give notice to the returning 


as tlirown away. Tiiis knowledge may be established cither by distinct notice or 
by notoriety, and it will in all cases be interred that wheie the voter is aware of 
the facts he is aware of the legal deduction from those facts, however intricate 
and doubtful such deduction may jfilitheroe Bor out fh 2iui Case (1853), 2 Pow. 
R. & D. 270, 285). Note that by the rarliamentary Elections Act, 1808 (31 & 32 
Viet. c. 125), s. 26, until rules of court have been made in pursuance of this Act, 
and so far as such rules do not extend, the principles, practice, and rules on which 
committees of the House of Commons have heretofore acted in dealing with 
election petitions shall be observed as far as may be by the court and judge in 
the case of election petitions under this Act.'' 

(а) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), s. 1. But if the returning officer does 
not near of the death until after the conimencement of the poll, it is too late to 
coantermaiid the notice and the election must proceed {Uiquhart {Lard Provost of 
iJandee) v. Air, [1910] S. C. 54). 

(б) It. V. Stewart, [1898] 1 Q. B. 652. 

U) Ballot Act, 1872 f35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), s. 1. 

{d) Ibid., Sched. I., Part I., r. 14, Where through an honest mistake insuffi- 
cient time was allowed, but the petitioner had acquiesced in the mistake, the 
election was not avoided Clare (Eastern Division) Case (1892), 4 O'M. & II. 1C2, 
165). 

In reckoning time for the purposes of the Act, Sunday, Christmas Day, Good 
Friday, and any day set apart for a public fast or a public thanksgiving, are to be 
excluded ; and where anything is rec^uired by the Act to he done on any day 
which falls on any of the above-mentioned days, sudi thing may be done on the 
next dav, unless it is one of the days excluded as above mentioned (Ballot Act| 
1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), Sched. I., Part I., r. 56). 
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Parlia- 
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Day of poll. 
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Sect. 1. officer (e). The law as to the exclusion of Sunday, Good Friday, and 
Farlia- Christinas Day and the adjournment in such cases to the following 
mentary. day is the same as in the case of the adjournment of the business 
of the nomination (/). 


Polling 
districts and 
polling 
places. 


Polling 

districts. 


597. The most precise provisions have been made by law in 
regard to “polling districts” and “polling places ”(^); and the 
returning officer must pay strict attention to these provisions, 
although no election can be questioned by reason of any informality 
relative to “polling districts ” and “polling places ” (/t). 

598. Every constituency is divided into “ polling districts,” 
and in a county each “polling district” has its peculiar “polling 
place” assigned to it. Each “polling district,” whether in a 
county or a borough, contains a number of “polling stations” 
furnished with a number of “compartments,” in one of which 
compartments each individual elector is to mark his ballot 
paper (?). 

599. The “polling districts” are districts into which the 
constituency has been specially divided for the purpose of par- 
liamentary elections by the proper authority appointed by law in 
that behalf (/c). In the case of a county this authority is the 
county council, whose business it is to divide the county into 
districts and to alter such districts from time to time in such 
manner as may be necessary for the purpose of carrying the law 
in that behalf into effect (/). In the case of a borough the 
authority varies in different cases. In every municipal borough, 
and in every borough any part of which forms a municipal borough, 
the town council of such borough will be the authority ; in other 
boroughs the justices of the peace acting for such borough will bo 
the authority, or if there be no such justices then the justices 
acting for the division of the county in which such borough or 
the greater part thereof is situate ; and in places where a 
parliamentary borough is constituted by the combination of tw’o 
or more municipal boroughs, then the authority is the town council 
of that municipal borough in which the nomination takes place {m) 


(<;) Parliamentary Elections Act 1836 (5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 36), s. 8. 

?/) See p. 277, a?i«c. 

{(/) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 61), 

B. 47. 

(/<) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 3G Vkt. c. 33), s. 6 ; Coimpt and Illegal 
Piactices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Yict. c. 61), s. 47 (4). 

(i) Such is the general result of the Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 \ ict. c. 33), and 
tlio Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51). 
'i ho elucidation of the exact meaning of the four expressions “ polling district,” 
“ polling place,” “ polling station,” and “ comiiailmcnt ” will ue impoitant for 
many different purposes under the Acts cited. 

(^•) Eepresenfiition of the People Act, 1807 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102), s. 34; 
Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), s. 47. 

( l ) Local Goveinment Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 41), s. 3 (xii.) ; and CoiTupt 
and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (4G & 47 Viet. c. 51), s. 47 (2). 

(m) Eepresentation of the People Act, 1807 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102), s. 34. The 
contingent poweis of justices under this section do not appear to have been 
touched by Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Yict. c. 41), b. 3 (xii.), which 
does not refer to boroughs. 
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The expenses incurred by the authority of a county or borougli 
in dividing their county or borough into “ polling districts,’* and 
in the case of a county assigning ‘‘polling places” to such 
districts, and in altering any such districts or polling places, are 
to be defrayed in like manner as if they were expenses incurred 
by the^ registration officer in the execution of the enactments 
respecting the registration of electors in such county or borough, 
and these enactments so far as is consistent with the tenor 
thereof are to apply accordingly (n). The division of a county 
into “ polling districts ” has for its object the provision of a 
convenient “ polling place ” for each elector ; and the division of 
a borough has a similar object (o). A “ polling place ” (p) must 
be assigned to each district in a county in such manner that so 
far as is reasonably practicable every elector resident in the 
county may have his “polling place” within a distance not 
exceeding three miles from his residence, so nevertheless that a 
“ polling district ” need not in any case be constituted containing 
less than three hundred electors (q). In the case of a borough the 
district must be so divided that every elector resident in the borough 
may be enabled to poll within a distance not exceeding one mile 
from his residence, so nevertheless that a “polling district ” need 
not be constituted containing less than three hundred electors (?). 

The “polling places” referred to are the towns or villages 
where the poll is to be taken, and one of which in the case of a 
county is specially assigned as above stated to bo the “ polling 
place” in each “polling district.” In the case of a borough there 
is no need to assign a “ polling place ” in this sense — the “polling 
place ” in such case will be obvious (s), 

600. The “polling stations” are the actual structures — build- 
ings, rooms, or booths, or part of such buildings, rooms, or booths, 
as the case may be (t) — in which the poll is taken. These are 
selected not by the aforesaid local authority, but by the returning 


(n) Corrupt and Ilk-gal Practices Prevention Acts, 1883 (4G & 47 Viet. c. 61), 
8. 47 (o). For the eliect of the enactments referred to, see pp 246 et eeq., ante. 

(o) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), 

8. 47. 

(p) For the meaning of this expression, see w/?'a. 

(f/) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 61), 
8.47(1). 

(r) Ibid., B. 47 (3) (a). An exception was made in that section as to certain 
boroughs therein named, and special provisions made for those boroughs ; but 
these are no longer boroughs at all (see Redistribution of Seats Act, 1885 
(48 & 49 Vict. c. 23), s. 2, and Sched. I., Part I.). 

(s) See Corrupt and Illegal Piactices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. 
c. 51), s. 47. In a county there will be iival towns or villages within one 
“polling district” desiring the privilege of being a “polling place” — a question 
wnich this provision enables the county council to decide. No such question 
can arise within one “ polling district ” in the case of a borough. Then the 
only question can be as to the exact position of the “ polling stations,” which 
is everywhere a matter for the returning officer under the Ballot Act, 1872 
(35 & 36 Vict. c. 33), Sched. I., Part I., r. 15, to be discussed in the next 
paragraph. 

(t) A separate room or booth may contain a separate polling station, or 
several polling stations may be constructed in the same room or booth (Ballot 
Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 33), Sched. I., Part I., r. 17). 
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Sect. 1. ofiScer. At every polling place (a) the returning officer is bound to 
Parlia- provide a sufficient number of “ polling stations for the accommo- 
mentary. dation of the electors entitled to vote at such “ polling place,” and to 
distribute the ‘‘polling stations” among those electors in such 
manner as he thinks most convenient, provided that in a district 
borough there must be at least one polling station at each contributory 
place of such borough {b)» Unless some building or place belonging 
to the county or borough is provided for that purpose, the returning 
officer must, whenever it is practicable so to do, instead of erecting a 
booth, hire a building or room for the purpose of taking the poll, 
BO that the use of booths has become practically obsolete (c). The 
returning officer at a parliamentary election may use, free of 
charge, for the purpose of taking the poll at such election, any 
room in a school receiving a grant out of moneys provided by Par- 
liament, and any room the expense of maintaining which is payable 
out of any local rate ; but he must make good any damage done to 
such room, and defray any expense incurred by the person or 
body of persons having control over the same on account of its 
being so used for the purpose of taking the poll (d). The use of 
any room in an unoccupied house for the purpose of taking the 
poll does not render any person liable to be rated or to pay any 
rate for such house (c). No poll at any election for members of 
Parliament in England and Wales may be taken at any inn, hotel, 
tavern, publichouse or other premises licensed for the sale of 
beer, wine or spirits, or in any booth, hall, room, or other place 
directly communicating therewith, unless by consent of all the 
candidates expressed in writing (/). No election can be holden 
of any member for any city or borough in any church, chapel, or 
other place of public worship (g). 

“Compart- 601. The “compartments” are the particular spots in the 

Diciite.” polling stations ” where the voters are screened from observation 

in order that they may mark their ballot papers as hereinafter 
mentioned (/i). Each “polling station” is to be furnished with 
Buch number of these compartments as the returning officer may 
think necessary, so that at least one compartment be provided for 
every one hundred and fifty electors entitled to vote at such “ polling 
Btation ” (y). 


(a) At any polling place, that is to say, in the case of a county, at every 
polling place assigned by the county council as horoiubofore montioneil, and 
in the case of a borough election within any polling district of that borough. 

(b) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), Schod. I., Part I, r. 15. 

(cj Bepresentation of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102), s. 37. 

(a) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), s. 6. The consent of the persons 
or corporation having control over the room noo I not be given, this section 
overriding the Bepresentation of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102), s. 37, 
in this respect. 

(c) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), s. 6. 

(/) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 68), s. 6. 

Bepresentation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), s 63. 

(a) See p. 311, post 

(») Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), Sched. I., Part I., r. 16. 
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, 602 . The returning officer is bound, for the purpose of carrying Sect. i. 
out regulations hereafter to be mentioned and subject to the pro- ParJia- 
scribed conditions, to provide such ballot-boxes, ballot papers, stamp- m entar y. 
ing instruments, copies of register of voters, and other things, and to Ballot-boxes 
appoint and pay such officers, and do such other acts and things, as etc. 
may be necessary for effectually conducting an election in the 
prescribed manner (A). 


603 . Although a person whose name is on the register is Voter must 
entitled to vote, he cannot do so unless lie be present in person at proper 

the proper polling station (/), except that a constable (7/1) who is, or 
is likely to be, on the day of any election sent or employed in fo^^cons^abloi 
discharge of his duty so as to prevent him voting at the polling ou duty, 
booth or station at which he would otherwise be entitled by law to 
vote may at any time within seven days before the election apply to 
the chief constable (n) for a certificate, and the chief constable must 
thereupon give a certificate under his hand, stating the name of the 
constable, his number in the police force, his number and descrip- 
tion on the register of voters, and the fact that he is so sent or 
employed (0). The presiding officer at any polling booth or station 
must, on production by such constable of the said certificate, 
allow him to vote at that booth or station, and must forthwith 
cancel the said certificate, and deal with the same in like manner (p) 
as the counterfoils of voting papers are directed by law to be dealt 
with(^). But no such constable is under this provision entitled 
to vote at any election at which he would not but for such provision 
be entitled to vote, nor more than once in any election, and if he 
so votes or attempts to vote ho is subject to all the penalties 
imposed by law on a person personating or attempting to personate 
a voter at such election (/ ). 


(A) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 3G Viet. c. 33), s. 8. Bat no person must be 
appointed by the returning oflicer for the purpose ol an election who has been 
employed by any other person in or about the election {ibid.y Sehed. I., Bart I., 
r. 49). As to tlie limits set to the returning officer’s expenditure, see Parliamen- 
tary Elections (Returning Officers) Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 84), and Pailiaincn- 
tary Elections (Returning Officers) Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Vict. c. G2). 

(/) The court will not grant a habeas corpus for the purpose of enabling a party 
in the custody of the sheiiff to go to a county of which he is a freehoLlcraiid vote 
at an election {Exparte /ones (1835), 4 Nev. & M. (k. b.) 340). But a soldier confined 
to Ids barrack or quarters on the day of the election by an Act to regulate the 
stations of soMiers during parliamentary elections (Parliamentary EloLtions 
(Soldiers) Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Vict. c. 21) may nevertheless go out of his 
barrack or quarters to give his vote at the election. He must, however, return 
with all convenient speed as soon as his vote shall have been tendered {ibll., 
8 . 2 ). 

(m,) “Con^able” includes any person belonging to the police force (Police 
Hisabilities lleinoval Act, 1887 (50 Vict., sess. 2, c. 9), s. 2 (4) (a)). 

(a) “ Chief constable ” includes an assistant chief constable, .1 commissioner or 
assistant commissioner of police, a head constable, and any other person f'*r Die 
tune being in command of a police force or acting in that capacity (Police 
Disabilities Removal Act, 1887 (50 Vict., scss. 2, e. 9), a. 2 (4) (b) ^ 

( 0 ) Police Disabilities lleinoval Act, 1887 (50 Vict., sess 2, c. 9) S. 1 (1). 

( p) See p. 320, post, 

(q) Ibid.y B. 2 (2). 

(r) Ibid.y s. 2 (3). 
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Sect. 1 . 604 . The returning officer has the conduct of the poll through- 

Parlla- out (ij). He is liable in damages to any person having a right to 

mentary. vote for malicious (a) denial of that right (b). He is also liable in 

Ret damages, even where no malice can be proved, to any person who 

officers ^ has a right to vote, for a denial of that right resulting from any 

respongibility. breach of the ministerial, as distinguished from the judicial, duties 

cast upon such returning officer (c), and he is similarly liable, even 
where no malice is proved, to any candidate who fails to be returned 
owing to such breach of such ministerial duties (d). 

The ballot. 606 . The votes in the case of a poll at any election for the 
return of a member or members to serve in Parliament other than 
an election for a university or combination of universities (e) are 
given by ballot (/). 

The ballot of each voter consists of a ‘‘ballot paper showing the 
names and descriptions of the candidates. Each ballot paper must 
have a number printed on the back, and must have attached a 
counterfoil with the same number ])rinted on the face (g). 

The name of any candidate who has withdrawn from his 
candidature is to be omitted from the ballot paper ; and if it is not 
80 omitted, and a sufficient number of votes are given to the 

(s) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), passim. He may onlcr a person 
causing a disturbance to bo taken into custody and brought beloie a justice of the 
peace {Spilsbury v. Mickkthwaile (1808), 1 Taunt. 146). 

(а) If the returning officer is acting judicially, he will not be liable in damages 
for a mere mistake in law, but there must be malice {Tozer v. Child (1857), 7 
E. & 13. 377, 382, Ex. Ch. ; Cullen v. Morris (1819), 2 Stark. 587, Compare the 
observations of Wilson, J., in Drews v. Coulton (1787), cited in the note to Harman 
V. Tappenden (1801), 1 East, 663 : “ I do not mean to say that in this kind 
of action it is necessary to j)rove ‘ express malice ’ It is sulheient if malice may 
be implied from the conduct of the officer. See also Milward v. Sergeant (circa 1 786), 
cited 111 the same note. Whore the returning ollicer made a bond fide mistake, the 
court in Ireland refused to make him liable for tlie costs of an election petition 
(Ue Athlone (Borough) Election EttiUon (1874), 8 I. II. C. L. 240). 

(б) Ashby v. lEhite (1703), 2 Ld. Rayin. 938 ; 3 Ld. llaym. 323 ; 1 Smith, L. 0., 

1 1 th ed., 240. The House of Lords reversed the decision of the Court of Queen’s 
Lencb, and approved the dissentient j ml gin ent of Holt, C J., therein. In Howell’s 
State Trials nearly two hundred pages are given up to the “ Proceedings in the 
House of Commons, House of Peers, and m the Queen’s Bench in the Great 
Ctise of Ashby and White” (Vol. XIV., pp. 695 et seg.). 

Where a plaintiff is not rightly entitled to vote, he may nevertheless under the' 
statute law have the power to compel the returning officer to accept his vote, hut 
lie cannot liave the right so to compel him (Pryce v. Belcher (1847), 4 C. B. 866, 
883). This case, decided on the law w’hich prevailed before the passing of the 
Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 33), is still of authority for the i>ropo&itiou for 
wliich it is here cited. 

(c) Sec note (a), supra, and cases there cited. 

(a) Pickering v. James (1873), L. II. 8 C. P. 489. Where the candidate had a 
right under “ An Act for luither regulating elections of members etc.,” stat. (^1690) 
7 & 8 WilL 3, c. 25, s. 6, to a copy ol the poll, it was held that an action oi debt 
lay against the returning officer for his failure to supply such copy upon due 
leanest made (Smith v. Phelipps (1718), 1 Bro. Pari, Cas. 69). 

(c) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 33), s. 31. As to the method of voting in 
the case of a poll taken at a university or combination of universities, see p. 322, 
post. 

i^f) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 30 Vict, c. 33), s. 3. 
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candidate who has so withdrawn to have turned the election if 
given for another candidate, the election will be void (//). 

606 . At every election for any constituency, except for any 
university or universities (i), which returns any member to serve 
in Parliament (A), the poll, if any, commences at eight o’clock in 
the forenoon (0, and must be kept open till eight o’clock in the 
afternoon of the same day, and no longer (in). No ballot paper 
must be given out after eight o’clock in the afternoon of that day, 
but a voter who has had a ballot paper delivered to him before 
that hour is entitled to mark such ballot paper and to deposit it in 
the ballot-box before the ballot-box is closed and sealed (n), 

607 . Any ballot paper which lias not on its back the official 
mark, or on which votes are given to more candidates than the 
voter is entitled to vote for, or on which anything except the said 
number on the back is written or marked by which the voter enn 
be identified, is void (o). But a ballot paper which conforms to the 
requirements of the law in other respects is not void because it 
fails to bear such official mark on its face (p). 

608 . At an election for a county or borough no person is entitled 
to vote unless his name is on the register of voters for the time 
being in force for such couniy or borough (q). When a man is 
entitled by law to the franchise, all reasonable intendments will bo 
made in his favour if the register be ambiguous, but if it is not 
ambiguous the register is conclusive (r). 

(A) ITilaon v. Juyham (i8i)5), (54 L. J. (q ij ) 775. 

(i) As to liouis of voting in tlie case oi iiniveisitics, see pp. 325, 32C, post. 

(/i) Where a borough is divided lor the ])urj)Ose ot such return this includes an 
election for such divisions (Elections (Hours of Poll) Act, 1885 (48 Vict. c. 10), s 2). 

(1) Butin the Droyheda Case (1874), 2 O’M. & H. 201, i02, theliish court being 
satislied that tlie polling stations uere not substantially open till a quarter to 
nine, but that this fact had not the remotest elfcct on the election, relused to 
hold the election void, but intimated that the closing of the booth an hour or two 
before the jiroper time would be a very different thing. See Grihhin v. Kirker 
(1873), 7 I. R, C. L. 30. The coiut is esj-ccially averse to hold the election void 
tor such a cause when the voters are in fault themselves (IVarrinyton Case (1809), 
1 O’M. & 11. 42, 44 ; compare the Worcester Pa-fc (1880), 3 O’M. & H. 184, 189, where 
the polling uus suspended owing to a rush of voters and a disturbance). Where 
iicaiay live thousand pcojile were unable to vote in consequence of the dis- 
turbance, the election Mas held void. See the JJadmey Case (1874), 2 O’M. & II. 
77, 71), which case uas disjussed by the Irish couit in the Clare Eadern Division 
Vase (181)2), 4 O’M. & H. 102. 

(rri) Elections (Hours of Poll) Act, 1885 (48 Vict. c. 10), s. 1. 

ut) hlhujton Division Case (1901), 5 O’M. & II. 120. 

(o) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 30 Vict. c. 33), s. 2. As to the effect of this section 
on tlie counting, see p. 327, post. 

(p) lie Thomhury Dii'ision of Glouctstashiie Election rdition, Aclers v. Howard 
(1886), 16 Q. B. D. 739. 

(q) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 30 Vict. c. 33), 8. 7. A person whose name is wrongly 
given on the register may vote in the name so wrongly given if he is the person 
intended (U. v. Thwaites (1853), 1 E. & B. 704). 

(r) Finsbury (Central) Ca^e (1892), 4 O’M. & IJ. 171, per Cave, J., at p. 176. There 
the lacts were as follows: John W'^ukefield wason tlie registcrin respect of a dwelling- 
house, No. 43, Wyiiyatt Sticet, and John Wakeley in respect of a dwelling- 
house, No. 14, Spencer Street. Both these poisons ujipeared to have voted. It 
uas shown that John Wakefield and his son (who had the same name as his 
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Sbot. 1. Every peison whose name is on such register is entitled to 
Parlia- demand and receive a ballot paper and to vote (a), but nothing 
mentaiy. entitles any person to vote who is prohibited from voting by any 

statute or by the common law of Parliament, or relieves any such 

person from any penalties to ^^hich he may be liable for voting {h). 
The register is to be regarded for this purpose as a register of 
qualifications, and is conclusive that the people who are on it 
have the qualification which entitles them to be there (f). Non- 
residence therefore brought about by a person’s own act in 
removing himself from the qualifying premises after registration 
will not prevent that person from having a right to receive a 
ballot paper and to vote (d). But if, although he has the quali- 
fications which entitle him to be on the register, the person in 
question is under a personal disqualification — as, for instance, a 
peer, who cannot vote for a member of the House of Commons, 
or a female, or infant, or lunatic, or alien, or felon, or person 
convicted of certain statutoiy disqualifying offences (e ) — then he 
is not entitled to vote even if his name be on the register (/). 

Although tlio register is conclusive that a person whose name is 
on it lias the qualification therein stated, yet nevertheless if the 


father) jointly occupied No. 43, Wyny.itt Street, as a residence, and also nsotl a 
shed at No. 14, Spencer Street, as a place of bii-siness. There was no 
Buch person as John VVakeley in the occupation of cither of the ])reniises. The 
rent-Dook showed that the cntiics were all in the name of the father, and 
tliat the rent of the house wj\s 19ii. and that of the shed 2s. ]>er wcuk. 
The court allowed the vote of the father, but disallowed the vote of the sou. 
Cave, J., said : “ No doubt \\ben a man is entitled to vote all reasonable intend- 
ments should be made in his favour. But the ditliculty here arises from the way 
in which the entry is made on the register. It is admitt(*dly wrong. The Spencer 
Street place ought not to be described as a dwelling-hoiHe. I should not, how- 
ever, be inclined to regard this misdescription as fatal ; but I think that what the 
overseers intende«l to do was to put tlie father, John Waki-field, on the register in 
respect of both the premises. It they had intended to put the son on for Spencer 
Street, they would have added tlie Avord ‘junior ’ to his name. Both the father and 
the eon were qualified to vote ; hut I hold that only the father AV’as on the register. 

(rt) A resolution ot the Iloiise of Commons cannot dcpiive a person of 
a right of voting conferred by statute {Bulmer v. Norris (18G0), 9 C. B. (n. 6.) 
19, 31). 

(6) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 3G Viet. c. 33), s. 7. Subject to the proviso, the regi.ster 
is, m the sense here explained, conclusive and bindin^f both upon the returning 
officer and his representatives and upon the court {Stowe v. Jolhffe (1874), L. U. 
9 C. r. 734). 

(c) Pembroke Boroughs Case {ldOl)jbO^M. & II. 135, per Darling, J., at p. 137. 
In that case, although it had been decided Avithin the previous few months in James 
v. Iveuiey, [1901] 1 IC B. 193, that the freeholders of the old borough of Haverford- 
west, Aviio had had as such a right to vote for that borough, had no right as 
freeholders to vote for the new borough of Pembroke and HaverfordAvest, yet 
before the decision liad been giA’en their names had been included by tbo 
revising barrister in the register, and the court in the election petition held the 
register for this purpose conclusive. 

(d) See Londonderry City Case (188G), 4 O’M. & H. 9C ; and compare Stove v, 
Joiliffe, supra. It Avould appear that since the Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 3G Viet, 
c. 33), the hiAV laid down at Nisi Prins by Patteson, J., in IL v. Bowler (1842), 
Car. & M. 559, and in IL v. Ellis (1842), Cur. & M. 5G4, is no longer applicable. 

(«) As to all these personal disqualifications and the authorities upon Avhich 
they rest, see pp. 139 — 145, ante. A peer is not entitled to vote at a uuivcisity 
election {Marquis) v. i?ccA; (1907), OG L. T. 55). 

{/) Stowe v. JolliffCt supra. 
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register show the same name in two divisions of the same borough, Sect. i. 
and there is no asterisk against such name in either place, and if Parlia* 
the person so registered votes in both divisions, one of sucli votes mentary. 
will be struck oil on a scrutiny and the other retained. If the 
voter knows at which place he voted first the vote given at that 
place will be retained ; otherwise the vote to be retained is that 
relating to his actual place of abode {g)» The presiding officer 
must, however, allow both such votes (//). 

609. No person, except a constable who fulfils certain con- Conduct of 
ditions(/), is to be admitted to vote at any polling station except 

the one allotted to him (4). The returning officer must give public ^ ^ 
notice of the situation of polling stations and the description of 
voters entitled to vote at each station and of the mode in which 
electors are to vote (/). 

The returning officer must provide each polling station with 
materials for voters to mark the ballot papers, with instruments for 
stamping thereon the official mark, and with copies of the register 
of voters, or such part thereof as contains the names of the voters 
allotted to vote at such station. lie must keep the official mark 
secret, and an interval of not less than seven years must intervene 
between the use of the same official mark at elections for the same 
county or borough {m). 

Outside every polling station and in every compartment of Directions to 
every polling station there must be placarded certain ** Directions 
for the Guidance of the Voter in Voting in the prescribed form 
and printed in conspicuous characters (a). 

610. The returning officer must appoint a presiding officer to rrc^Ming 
preside at each station, and the officer so appointed must keep order oflicer. 
at his station, must regulate the number of electors to be admitted 


(</) IStepney Case {lSSQ),iO'M. Si. 11.31,43; Fmshury^Oentral) Ouse[l8d2), 4 O’M 
& If. 171, 174. 

Ui) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 3G Viet. c. 33), s. 7. 

n) See p. 310, ante. 

h) Ihid.y Sclied. L, Part I., r. 18. 

(/) Ihid.j r. 19. This lie must do hy advertisements, placards, handbills, or 
such other means as he thinks best calculated to afford information to the electors 
{ibid , r. 40). 

(m) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), Sched. I., Part I., r. 20. 

(n) Ibid.^ Sched. II. These directions specify the number of candidates for 
whom the voter may vote. They state that the voter will go into one of the com- 
partmentg and with the pencil provi«ied in the compartment place a cross on the 
right-hand side opposite th§ name of each candidate for whom he votes, thus X ; 
that the voter will then fold up the ballot paper so os to show the official mark on 
the hack, and, leaving the compartment, will, without showing the front of the 
paper to any person, show the official mark on the back to the pre.siding officer, 
and then, in the presence of the presiding officer, put the paper into the ballot-box, 
and forthwith quit the polling station ; that if the voter inadvertently spoils a 
ballot paper he can return it lo the officer, who will, if satisfied of such inadvert- 
ence, give him another paper ; that if the voter votes for more than the stated 
number of candidates, or places any mark on the paper by which he may after- 
wards be identified, his ballot paper will he void, and will not be counted ; and 
that if the voter takes a ballot paper out of the polling station, or deposits in the 
hallot-hox any other paper than the one given him by the officer, he will he guilty 
of a misdemeanour, ana be subject to imprisonment ior any term not exceeding 
six months, with or without ham labour. The directions are to be illustrated by 
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at a timo, and must exclude all other persons except the clerks, the 
agents of the candidates, and the constables on duty (o), and tho 
candidates themselves (p). 

The returning officer may appoint as many clerks as may bo 
necessary for effectually conducting the election in the prescribed 
manner (q). These clerks assist the presiding officer, but are the 
servants of the returning officer (?•). 

The compartments must be so constructed and arranged that the 
voters can mark their votes therein screened from observation W. 

611. Every ballot paper must contain a list of the candidates 
described as in their respective nomination papers, and arranged 
alphabetically in the order of their surnames and, if there are two 
or more candidates with the same surname, of their other names. 
It must be in tho prescribed form or as near thereto as circum- 
stances admit, and must be capable of being folded up (t ) . 

612. Every ballot-box must be so constructed that the ballot 
papers can be placed therein, but cannot be withdrawn there- 
from without the box being unlocked. The presiding officer at any 
polling station, just before the commencement of the poll, must 
show tho ballot-box empty to such persons, if any, as may be 
present in such station, so that they may see that it is empty, and 
must then lock it up, and place his seal upon it in such manner as 
to prevent its being opened without breaking such seal, and must 
place it in his view for the receipt of ballot papers, and must keep 
it so locked and sealed (w). 

613. Immediately before a ballot paper is delivered to an elector 
it must be marked on both sides with the official mark, either 
stamped or perforated, and the number, name, and description of 
the elector as stated in the copy of the register must be called out, 
and the number of such elector must be marked on the counterfoil, 
and a mark must be placed in the register against the number of 


examples of llie ballot paper. But the ballot paper will not be rejected for 
mere breach of these directions if it substantially complies with the rules that 
there inust not be want of official mark, nor voting for more candidates than the 
voter is entitled to, nor writing or mark by which the voter could be identifieil, 
nor voting papers unmarked or void for uncertainty (Woodward v. Sarsons (1875), 
L. R. 10 C. P. 733, 748). 

(o) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 3C Viet. c. 33), Sclied. I , P^^^t L, r. 21. It appears 
that no writing or other special form of appointment is necessary (li, v. (Jat'vcti 
(1887), 16 Cox, C. C. 252, C. C. R. (Ir.) ). The returning ollicer may himself, if 
he thinks fit, preside at any polling station, and the provisions of the Act relating 
to a presiding officer will apply to such retuniing officer with the necessary modifi- 
cations as to things to be done by the returning officer to the presiding officer, 
or the presiding ollicer to the returning officer (Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet, 
c. 33), Sebed. I., Part I., r. 47). 

(p) Clementson v. Mason (1875), L. R. 10 C. P. 209. As to the appointment 
of p^onation agents, see p. 321, post. 

(q) These are included in the “officers’* named (Ballot Act, 1872 (.35 & 36 
Viet. 0. 33), 8. 8. See p. 311, ante. 

i r) Pickering v. James (1873), L. R. 8 C. P. 489. 

s) Ballot Act, 1872 (36 & 36 Vict. c. 33), Sched. I.. Part L, r. 10. 

t) llnd.f Sclied. I., Part I., r. 22. 

u) Ibid., r. 23. 
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the elector to denote that he has received a ballot paper, but without 
showing the particular ballot paper which he has received (a:). Parlia- 

mentary. 

614. The elector, on receiving the ballot paper, must forthwith , — 
proceed into one of the compartments in the polling station and 

there mark his paper and fold it up so as to conceal his vote, and 
must then put his ballot paper, so folded up, into the ballot-box. 

He must vote without undue delay, and must quit the polling station 
as soon as he has put his ballot paper into the ballot-box (a). 

615. The presiding officer on the application of any voter who incapaLla 
is incapacitated by blindness or other physical cause from voting ▼otexti. 
in the prescribed manner, or, if the poll be taken on Saturday, of 

any voter who declares that he is of the Jewish persuasion and 
objects on religious grounds to vote in the prescribed manner, or of 
any voter who makes a declaration that he is unable to read, must, 
in the presence of the agents of the candidates (/>), cause the vote of 
such voter to be marked on a ballot paper in manner directed by 
such voter, and the ballot paper to be placed in the ballot-box ; and 
the name and number on the register of voters of every voter whose 
vote is marked in pursuance of this rule and the reason why it is so 
marked must be entered on a list which is called “ The List of 
Votes marked by the Presiding Officer” (r). The declaration of 
inability to read is to be made by the voter at the time of polling 
before the presiding officer, who must attest it in the prescribed 
form, and no fee, stamp, or other payment is to be charged in 
respect of such declaration, and the said declaration is to be given 
to the presiding officer at the time of voting (d). 

616. If a person, representing himself to be a particular elector Tendered 
named on the register, applies for a ballot paper after another papcri, 
person has voted as such elector, the applicant is, upon duly 
answering the questions and taking the oath permitted by law (e) 

to be asked of and to be administered to voters at the time of 
polling, entitled to mark a ballot paper in the same manner as 
any other voter, but the ballot pai^er, called a “ Tendered Ballot 


{x) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), Sched. I., Part I., r. 24. The question 
is whether there is evidence of an intention to make the ofllcial mark, and of a 
recognisable official mark, on the back of the ballot paper {Cirencester Case (1893), 
Day, 62, 155). A ballot paper which corresponds in other respects with the require- 
ments of the Act is not void for want of the official mark on its face {Re Thomburif 
Division of Gloucestershire Election Petition^ Ackers v. Howard (18feG), 16 Q. B. D. 
739). AlHer if the official mark is absent irom the back of the ballot paper 
(Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), s. 2). 

{a\ Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet c. 33), Sched. I., Part I., r. 25. 

\b) Where in the Act any expressions are used requiring, or authorising, or 
interring that any act or thing is to be done in the presence of the agents, such 
expressions are to be deemed to refer to the presence of such agents of the candi- 
dates as may be authorised to attend, and as nave in fact attended, at the time and 
place at which such act or thing is being done, so the non-attendance of any 
agents or agent at such time and place, if such act or thing be otherwise dnlv 
done, does not in any way vitiate the act or thing done (Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 
Vict. c. 33), Sclied. I., Part. I., r. 55). 

(c) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 33), Sched. I., Part 1., r. 26. 

{d) Hid. 

(<) See p. 319, post. 
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mentary. presiding officer, and indorsed by him with the name of the voter 

and his number in the register of voters, and set aside in a separate 
packet, and is not to be counted by the returning officer (/); and the 
name of the voter and his number on the register is to be entered 
on a list called “ Tho Tendered Votes List ” (//). , 
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617 . The ballot is secret. Every officer, clerk, and agent in 
attendance at a polling station must maintain, and aid in maintain- 
ing, the secrecy of the voting in such station, and must not com- 
municate, except for some purpose authorised by law, before the 
poll is closed, to any person any information as to the name or 
number on the register of voters of any elector who has or has not 
applied for a ballot paper or voted at that station or as to the 
official mark (h). 

Every returning officer and every officer, clerk, or agent authorised 
to attend at a polling station must before the opening of the poll 
make a statutory declaration of secrecy, in the presence, if he is 
the returning officer, of a justice of the peace, and if he is any 
other officer or an agent, of a justice of the peace or of the returning 
officer. JBut no such returning officer, officer, clerk, or agent is, 
save as aforesaid, to be required as such to make any declaration 
or take any oath on the occasion of any election (i). The candidates 
are not required to make any declaration of secrecy (/c). 

No one must interfere with or attempt to inteifere with a voter 
W’hen marking a vote, or otherwise obtain or attempt to obtain in 
the polling station information as to the candidate for whom any 
voter in such station is about to vote or has voted, or communicate 
at any time to any person any information obtained in a polling 
station as to the candidate for whom any voter in such station is 
about to vote or has voted, or as to the number on the back of the 
ballot paper given to any voter at such station ( 1 ). 

Information is not “communicated ” within this provision unless 


(/) When a tendered vote was included in the total hy mistake as though it 
were an ordinary vote, but on a sciuliny the tendered vote was shown to be a 
good one, but the vote of another person who had voted was shown to be bad, 
the former was retained and the latter struck oh* {Oldham Case (18G9), 1 O’M. & II. 
151). 

{g) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), Sched. I., Part I , r. 27. Where it 
was proved by a voter that he had been personated, and that he went to the poll 
and claimed to vote, and the presiding officer gave him a tendered ballot paper, 
but omitted to indorse the applicant’s name on it, it was held that although the 
presiding officer had not complied with the directions of the rule, yet upon a 
semtiny the vote ought to be counted {Stepney Case (1886), 4 O’M. & II. 34, 43). 
Aliter when the voter, after answering the usual questions and takint^ the oath, 
received from the presiding officer a tendered ballot paper, but, instead oi returning 
it to the presiding officer, by his own fault put it into the ballot-box {Buckrose 
Division Case (1886), 4 O’M, & H. 110, 115). 

{h) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), s. 4. As to the criminal law and tho 
punishment to which the offender will be subject, see p. 534, post. 

(i) Ballot Act, 1872 (36 & 36 Viet. c. 33), Sched. I., Part 1., r. 64. 

(/.) Clementson v. Mason (1875), L. R. 10 C. P. 209, 

(i) Ballot Act, 1872 (36 & 36 Viet. c. 33), s. 4. 
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it actually reaches the miud of the person to whom the communi- 
cation is said to be made (m). 

No person who has voted at an election can, in any legal pro- 
ceeding to question the election or return, be required to state for 
whom he has voted (?0- 

618. No inquiry is permitted at the time of polling as to the right 
of any person to vote, except that the returning officer or his deputy (o) 
must, if required on behalf of any candidate (p), put to any voter 
at the time of his tendering his vote, and not afterwards, the 
following questions or either of them: (1) “Are j’ou the same 
person (5) whose name appears as A. B. on the register of voters 
for ?’* ; (2) “Have you already voted, either here or elsewhere, 
at this election for ? ” 

If any person wilfully makes a false answer to either of the 
questions he is to be deemed guilty of an indictable misdemeanour, 
and is to be punished accordingly. 

The returning officer must, if required on behalf of any candidate 
at the time aforesaid, administer an oath to any voter in the following 
form : ** I swear by Almighty God that I am the same person whose 
name appears as A. B. on the register of voters now in force 
for , and that I have not before voted, either here or elsewhere, 
at the present election for ” (/). 

It is not lawful to require any voter at any parliamentary election 
to take any oath or affirmation other than this, either in proof of 
his freehold or of his residence, age, or other qualification or right 
to vote; or to reject any vote tendered at such election by any person 
whoso name is upon the register of voters in force for the time being, 
except by reason of its appeari'^g to the returning officer or his deputy, 
upon putting such questions as aforesaid or either of them, that the 
person so claiming to vote is not the same person whose name appears 
upon such register, or that he had previously voted at the same elec- 
tion, or unless such person has refused to answer the said questions 
or either of them or to take the said oath or make the said affirma- 
tion; and no scrutiny is allowed by or before any returning officer 
with regard to any vote given or tendered at any such election (s). 

619. A voter who has inadvertently dealt with his ballot paper 
in such manner that it cannot be conveniently used as a ballot 


(m) Stannanoiu/ht v. JIazcldine (1879), 4 C. P. B. 191, 196. 

(Ti) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 33), s. 12. 

( 0 ) The presiding otHcer is the deputy of the returning ofTicer for these pur- 
poses. Where tlie town clerk put the question in the presence of the retiuning 
oiiiccr, this uas held to be a sufficient compliance with tJie section (R v. Spalding 
(1842), Cur. & M. 568). 

(p) It need not be proved for this purpose that the agent liad received any 
authority from the candidate (R. v. Spalding (1842), Car. & M. 508). 

{q) Tliis does not necessarily mean, ** Is this your real name ” {per CaOMPTON, 
J., m R, V. Thwaifes (1863), 1 E. & 13. 704, 711). 

(r) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843(6 & 7 Vict, c. 18), 8. 81. See 
also Oaths Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 39). Or tlie voter may alhrm in accordance 
with the Oaths Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vict. c. 46), s. 2, 

(s) Parliamentary Voters Regisliation Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vi«t. c. 18), s. 82, 
which section is to prevail, any law, statute, or usage to the contrary notw'ith 
standing etc. As 10 university elections, see p. 325, post. 
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Sect. 1. paper may, on delivering to the presiding officer the ballot paper so 
Parlia- spoilt and proving the fact of the inadvertence to the satisfaction 

mentary. of the presiding officer, obtain another ballot paper in the place of 
the ballot paper so delivered up, and the spoilt ballot paper must 
be immediately cancelled {t). 
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620 . As soon as possible after the close of the poll — that is to 
say, as soon as possible after the clock has struck eight, and the 
persons who have received ballot papers before the stroke have had 
time to fill them up and place them in the ballot-box (u)— the pre- 
siding officer of each station must, in the presence of the agents of 
the candidates (r), make up into separate packets, sealed ^Yith his 
own seal and the seals of such agents of the candidates as desire to 
affix their seals — 

(1) Each ballot-box in use at his station, unopened but with the 
key attached ; 

(2) The unused and spoilt ballot papers, placed together ; 

(3) The tendered ballot papers ; 

( 1) The marked copies of the register of voters and the counter- 
foils of the ballot papers; 

(5) The tendered votes list, and the list of votes marked by the 
presiding officer, and a statement of tlie number of tlie voters whose 
votes are so marked by the presiding officer under the heads 
“ Physical Incapacity,” “ Jews,” and ” Unable to read,” and the 
declarations of inability to read ; and must deliver such packets to 
the returning officer (w). 

The packets must be accompanied by a statement made by tlio 
presiding officer showing the number of ballot papers intrusted to 
liira, and accounting for them under the heads of ballot papers 
in the ballot-box, unused, spoilt, and tendered ballot papers, which 
statement is known as the “Ballot Paper Account ” (a:). 

After this the ballot-boxes, having been sealed up so as to prevent 
the introduction of additional ballot papers, must be delivered to 
and taken charge of by the returning officer (^), upon whom devolve 


(l) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 30 Viet. c. 33), SclicJ. I., Part I., r. 28. 

hi) For tlie law on this subject, see p. 313, ante. 

(/’) The expression “in the pi’esence of the aj^ents of the candidates” is 
explained (see Ballot Act, 1872(35 & 30 Viet. c. 33), Sched. I., Part L, r. 55). 

(«/) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 30 Viet. c. 33), Sched. I., Part I., r. 29. Where 
twenty ballot papers were marked by the ])residin" officer by the direction of 
voters wlio were unable to read, and each of these ballot papers was placed by the 
presiding officer in the ballot-box, wrapped up in the declaration of inability 
to read made by the voter, and the declarations of inability to read of the 
votes so marked by the presiding officer were not made up into a separate 
packet, sealed with the seal of the presiding officer, and so delivered to the 
returning officer, pursuant to rr. 26 and 29, hut were delivered to him in the 
ballot-box with the ballot papers in such wise that these votes could have 
been, though they were not in fact, identified by tlie returning officer, it was 
held that, notwithstanding this breach of his duties by the presiding officer, 
the votes in question were properly counted {Woodward v. Sarsons (1875), L. U, 
10 C. P. 733). 

(x) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet, c. 33), Sched. L, Part I., r. 30, 

(y) Ihid.j s. 2. 
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the duties of opening the same and ascertaining the result of the 
poll (a). 

621 . In order to prevent personation (/>) any candidate may, 
previous to the time fixed for taking the poll, nominate and 
appoint an agent or agents on his behalf to attend at each or any 
of the polling stations appointed for taking the poll at such 
election (c). 

The candidate must give notice in writing to the returning officer 
or his respective deputy of the name and address of the person or 
persons so appointed by him to act as agents for such purpose, and 
thereupon it will be lawful for every such agent to attend during the 
time of polling at the polling station or polling stations for which 
he shall have been so appointed (d). 

A candidate may himself undertake the duties which any agent 
of his if appointed might have undertaken, or may assist his agent 
in the performance of such duties, and may be present at any place 
at which his agent may attend (e). 

If any person appointed an agent by a candidate for the purpose 
of attending at the polling station dies or becomes incapable of 
acting during the time of the election, the candidate may appoint 
another agent in his place, and must forthwith give to the returning 
officer notice in writing of the name and address of the agent so 
appointed (/). Mere misconduct on the part of a polling agent 
W’ill not avoid the election (^). 

622 . If any person misconducts himself in the polling station, 
or fails to obey the lawful orders of the presiding officer, ho may 
immediately, by order of the presiding officer, be removed from 
the polling station by any constable in or near that station, or any 
other person authorised in writing by the returning officer to 
remove him ; and the person so removed will not, unless with the 
permission of the presiding officer, again be allowed to enter the 
polling station during the day. Any person so removed, if charged 
wdth the commission in such station of any offence, may be kept in 
custody until he can be brought before a justice of the peace. Hut 
the powers conferred by this provision are not to be exercih^ed so as to 
prevent any elector who is otherwise entitled to vote at any polling 
station from having an opportunity of voting at such station (//). 

623 . For the purpose of the adjournment of the poll and of 
every other enactment relating to the poll, a presiding officer has 
the i)ower by law belonging to a deputy returning officer ; and any 


{a) Rdllot Act, 1872 (35 & 30 Viet. c. 33), Sclicd. I., Part I., r. 30. See 
pp. 320 et seq.^ post 
(6) See p. 292, ante. 

(c) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (G & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 85. Tlie 
Act speaks of “ booths,” but polling stations are the modern eriuivalents (Ballot 
A( t, 1872 (35 & .36 Viet. c. 33), s. 15). 

((/) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6& 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 85. 

(e) Ballot Act, 1872 (.35 & 36 Viet. c. .33), Sclicd. I., Part 1., r. 51. Sc® 
Clementson v. Mason (1875), L. R. 10 C. P. 209. 

(/) Ibid., T. 53. 

(f/) Bolton Case (1874), 2 O’M. & IT. 138, 143 
(li) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 3G Viet. c. 33), s. 
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Sbot. 1. presiding officer and any clerk appointed by the returning officer 

Farlia* to attend at a polling station has the power of asking questions 

mentary. and administering the oath authorised by law to be asked of and 

administered to voters, and any justice of the peace and any 
returning officer may take and receive any declaration authorised 
to be taken before either of them respectively (i). 

Non-com pH- 624. No election is to be declared invalid by reason of a non- 
ance with compliance with the prescribed rules, or of any mistake in the use 

of the prescribed forms, if it appears to the court having 
cognisance of the question that the election was conducted in 
accordance with the principles laid down in the body of the Ballot 
Act, 1872, and that such non-compliance or mistake did not affect 
the result of the election (/c). 

An election ought not to be held void by reason of transgres- 
sions of the law committed without any corrupt motive by the 
returning officer or his subordinates in the conduct of the election 
where the court is satisfied that the election was, notwithstanding 
those transgressions, an election really and in substance conducted 
under the existing election law, and that the result of the election, 
i.e. the success of one candidate over the other, was not and could 
not have been affected by those transgressions. If, on the other 
hand, the transgressions of the law by the officials being admitted, 
the court sees that the effect of the transgressions was such that 
the election was not really conducted under the existing election laws, 
or it is open to reasonable doubt whether those transgressions may 
not have affected the result, and it is uncertain whether the candidate 
who has been returned has really been elected by the majority of 
persons voting in accordance with the laws in force relating to 
elections, the court is then bound to declare the election void {1). 

Thus, to render an election void under the Ballot Act, 1872 (?»), 
by reason of a non-observance of or non-com j)liance with the rules 
or forms given therein, such non-observance or non-compliance 
must be so great as to satisfy the court before which the validity 
of the election is contested that the election has been conducted in 
a manner contrary to the principle of an election by ballot (»). 

(ii.) University Elections. 

Poll or show 625. In the case of the election of a member or members to 
of bands, Borve in Parliament for a university or combination of universities 

(i) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), s. 10. 

{k) Ibid., 8. 13. 

(/) Islington Division Case (1901), 6 O’M. & H. 120, 125, yer Kennedy, J. 
Cases of riot are to be decided on the same principle (Dudley Case (1874), 2 
O’M. & H. 115, 121). 

(m) 35 & 36 Viet. c. 33. 

Oi) IFoodward v. Saibons (1875), L. R. 10 C. P. 733. The court in that case 
pointed out that if the four requirements of the Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet, 
c. 33), pointed to by the four valid causes for rejecting votes stated in Sched. I. 
Part 1., r. 36 (see p. 327, posi), were not substantially complied with, the vote 
was void, hut that except as aforesaid — i.e., as stated in the text— the election 
would not he tliereby avoided. The te-ts for distinguishing good votes from 
bad are staled in detail at p. 327, post. The Irish case of Tie Vemhrole Election 
ruition (Noe. 1 and 2), [1008] 2 1. 11. 433, is to the same effect. 
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the poll is not conducted by ballot, nor is it necessary that any of Sect* ^* 
the foregping regulations should be observed (o). In such an Parlia- 
election, therefore, the common law mode of election prevails, that mentary. 
is, by show of hands or by poll (p). 

The show of hands is now practically obsolete (q) ; and where a 
poll is demanded the election commences with that poll as being 
the regular mode of popular election, so that the show of hands is 
dispensed with altogether (?•). Taking a poll is a waiver of any 
previous irregularity in demanding it (s). 

626. The election must, according to the common law, be held Place of 
at the most usual place (a). But in the case of the Universities of election* 
Oxford and Cambridge the vice-chancellor has statutory power to 
appoint any number of polling places, not exceeding three, and to 
direct at which of such polling places the members of convocation, 

and of the senate, according to their colleges, shall vote ; and also 
to appoint any number of pro-vice-chancellors, any one of whom 
may receive the votes, and decide upon all questions during the 
absence of such vice-chancellor ; and such vice-chancellor has 
power to appoint any number of poll clerks and other officers, by 
one or more of whom the votes are to be entered in such number 
of poll-books, as may bo judged necessary by such vice-chancel lor (Z/). 

Similarly, at every election of a member to serve in Parliament for 
the University of London, the vice-chancellor has statutory power 
to appoint the polling places (< ). 

627. The method of voting is, according to the common law, in Method of 
the discretion of the returning officer, but the election must be by 

voting in some method (d). 


(o) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), s. 31. The only part of the Act 
which applies to univ'ersity elections is that which deals with personation. 

( p) An election by ballot was illegal at common law. Faulkner v. Eiger (1825), 
4 B. & C. 499. “ The great objection to such a mode of election is that there can 

he no effectual scrutiny, because, if it be afterwards discovered that a given 
indniclual has voted who had no right to vote, it is impossible to say on which 
Bide he voted ” ( per Baylly, J., ihid.^ at p. 455). If the liiocedure enacted by the 
Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 3,3), be adopted, this particular objection would 
appear to be avoided or reduced to a miuinium. 

(7) The show of hands is only a rude and imperfect declaration of the 
Bontimeiits of the electors’* {Anthony v. Seger (1789), 1 Hag. Con. 9, Sir 
W. Scott, at p. 13). 

(r) “If the parties could afterwards recur to a show of hands there would bo no 
certainty or regularity in elections” {Anthony v. Seger^ supra), 

{s) Campbell v. Maund (1836), 5 Ad. & El. 8, 65, Ex. Ch. ; R, v. Lambeth 
{Rector) (1838), 8 Ad. & El. 356. 

{a) 1 Bl. Com. (ed. 1844), 178. 

h) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 68), s. 5. 

(cj Representation of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 102), s. 44. 

(a) “ If during the time of the old laws, i.e., the laws still obtaining in 
nniversity elections, with the consent of the whole constituency, a candidate liad 
been selected by tossing up a coin or by the result of a horse-race, it shouLi have 
been held that the electors had exercised their free will under a law of their own 
invention, and not under existing laws, which prescribed an election by voting ” 
(per Lord Coleridge, C.J., and the Court of Common Pleas in Woodward v. 
parsons (1875), L. R. 10 C. P. 733, 741). 
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SrcT. 1. 
Parlia- 
mentary. 


footing by 
)roxy. 


As soon as the eiiLry of the vote is perfected it is too late for the 
voter to change liis mind (e), but he may correct himself before the 
entry of his vote is complete (/). If the clerk or other officer 
taking and recording the vote make a mistake, the mistake must be 
corrected when it is discovered {g) 

628. The elector at a university election may give his vote either 
personally or, if he fulfils the required conditions, by proxy (h). 

Instead of attending to vote in person, he may nominate any 
other elector or electors of the same university, competent to make 
the declaration afterwards to be mentioned, to deliver for him at 
the poll a voting paper containing his vote. Every such voting 
paper must bear date subsequently to notice given by the returning 
officer of the day for proceeding to election, and must contain the 
name or names of the candidate or candidates thereby voted for, 
and the name or names of the elector or electors authorised on 
behalf of the voter to tender such voting paper at the poll, and 
must be according to the form or to the effect prescribed. Such 
filled-in voting paper must on any day subsequent to notice given 
by the returning officer of the day for proceeding to election be 
signed by the voter in the presence of a justice of the peace for the 
county or borough in which such voter shall be then residing, who 
must certify and attest the fact of such voting paper having been so 
signed in his presence by signing at the foot thereof a certificate 
or attestation in the form or to the effect prescribed, with his name 
and address in full, and must state his quality as a justice of the 
peace for such county or borough (i). 

The voting paper so signed and certified may be delivered to the 
vice-chancellor of the university for which the election is held, or 
to any pro-vice-chancellor apjiointed by him, or in the case of the 
University of Dublin to the provost of Trinity College, or to any 
person lawfully deputed to act for him, at any one of the appointed 
polling places, during the appointed hours of polling, by any one of 
the persons therein nominated, who must, on tendering such voting 
paper at the poll, read it out ; and the said vice-chancellor, pro- 
vice-chancellor, provost, or deputy must receive voting papers as 
they are delivered, and must cause the votes thereby given, or such 
of them as may not appear to be invalid, to be recorded as if such 
votes had been given by the electors attending in person ; and all 
votes so recorded have the same validity and effect as if they had 
been duly given by the voters in person. No person is entitled t6 
sign or vote by more than one voting paper at any election, and no 
voting papers containing names of more candidates than there are 
burgesses to be elected at such election can be received or recorded. 


(e) So held by one of the parliamentary committees in the Taunton Case (1838), 
Falc. & Fitz. 295 299. 

i f) Stirlingshire Case (1838), Falc. & Fitz. 538, 542. 
g) Reading Case (1838), Falc. & Fitz. 546, h.oS. 

V) University Elections Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 53), passim, 
i) Ibid.j s. 1. All the provisions of this statute are applied to every election 
c*t a member for the University of London by the Representation of the People 
Act, 1867 (30 & 81 Viet. c. 102), s. 45, with the exception mentioned in note (/c) 
on p. 325, post. 
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No voting paper can be received or recorded unless the person Sect. i. 
tendering it makes the following declaration, which he must sign Parlia- 
at the foot or back thereof : “ I solemnly declare that I verily believe m entar y. 
that this is the paper by which A. B. [the voter] intends to vote 
pursuant to the provisions of the Universities Election Acts, 1861 
and 1868.** No voting paper may be so received and recorded if 
the voter signing it has already voted in person at the same election. 

Every elector is entitled to vote in person, notwithstanding that he 
has duly signed and transmitted a voting paper, if such voting 
paper has not been already tendered at the poll (/c). Such a voting 
paper is not liable to any stamp duty (f). 

629 . It is lawful for any person authorised on behalf of any objections 
candidate at a university election to object to votes to inspect any to voting 
voting paper tendered at the poll before the same is received or 
recorded, and to object to it on one or more of the following grounds : 

(1) that the person on whose behalf the voting paper is tendered is not 
qualified to vote ; (2) that the person tendering the voting paper is 
not duly qualified in that behalf ; (3) that the person in whose behalf 
the voting paper is tendered has already voted at that election in 
person or by voting paper ; (4) that the voting paper bears date 
anterior to notice given by the returning officer of the day for 
proceeding to election ; (5) that the voting paper is forged or falsified. 

The returning officer, his deputy or assessor, or any officer having 
power to decide objections in respect of votes tendered by voters 
attending the poll in person, has power to put questions to the 
person tendering such voting paper, and to reject, receive, and 
record, or receive and record as objected to or protested against, any 
votes tendered by voting papers. In case the objection offered to 
any voting paper is that it is forged or falsified, such returning or 
other officer must receive and record such voting paper, having 
previously written upon it “Objected to as forged’* or “Objected 
to as falsified,’’ together with the name of the person making such 
objection {in), 

630 . At any election for either of the Universities of Oxford or Time of 
Cambridge the polling is not confined to one day, or to the hours election, 
to which it is confined in cases of elections for counties, cities, and 
boroughs ; but the polling in such universities must not continue 

more than five days at the most, Sunday, Christmas Day, Good 
Friday, and Ascension Day being excluded from the computation (a). 

At an election for the university of London the polling commences at 
eight o’clock in the morning of the day next following the day fixed 
for the election, and it may continue for not more than five days. 


{k) University Elections Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 53), s. 2 ; University 
Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 65), s. 1. The words “in the manner 
heretofore used in the University Elections Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 53), s. 2, 
do not apply to the University of London (University Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 
Vict. c. G5), F. 2). 

(/) Ihidj 8 . 6 . 

(?») University Elections Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 53), s. 3. Seep. 331, post, 
(») Parliamentary Ejections Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Vict. c. 68), s. 4 ; Ballot Act, 
1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 33), s. 31. 
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Sect. 1. the same four days being excluded, but no polling is to be kept open 
Parlia- later than four o’clock in the afternoon (o). 

mentary. 

— Sue-Skct. \\, -^Counting the J'ttes, 

Who may be 631. Tlie returning officer must make arrangements for counting 
present at the the volcs in the [ resence of the agents of the candidates — each candi- 
countmg. having the right respectively to appoint ‘‘ counting agents ” (p) 

for this purpose (</) as soon as possible after the close of the poll (?•). 
lie must give the '‘counting agents ” notice in writing of the time 
and place at which he will begin to count the votes {a). 

The candidate is himself entitled to bo present at the counting of 
the votes (/>), but no other person, except the returning officer and 
his assistants and clerks, may be present save with the sanction of 
the returning officer (c). 

Opening the 632. Before the returning officer proceeds to count the votes he 
ballot-boxes, must, in the presence of the agents of the candidates, open each 
ballot-box, and taking out the papers therein, must count and 
record the number thereof, and must then mix together the whole 
of the ballot papers contained in the ballot-boxes. The returning 
officer, while counting and recording the number of ballot papers 
and counting the votes, must keep the ballot j^apers with their faces 
upwards, and must take all proper precautions for preventing any 
person from seeing the numbers printed on the backs of such 
papers (d). 

The counting 633. The returning officer must, so far as practicable, proceed 
must bo continuously with counting the votes, allowing only time for 

coutiuuuus. refreshment and excluding, except so far as he and the agents 

otherwise agree, the hours between seven o’clock at night and nine 
o’clock on the succeeding morning. During the excluded time the 
returning officer must place the ballot papers and other documents 


(o) Representation of the People Act, 18G7 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102), s. 43. As 
to the Scotch univernties, see Universities Elections Amenrlinent (Scotland) Act, 
1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 40), 8. 2 (1). 

{p) The words of the rule aic “Agents to attend the counting of the votes.” 
They are usually described by the convenient abbreviation “counting agents.” 
Ko number of counting agents is specified, and the number would tberefoi-e 
appear to be in the disci etion of the returning officer. Some returning officers in 
practice discourage the attendance of any counting agents. The method of 
counting is also entirely in the discretion of the returning officer, and the attend- 
ance of “ counting agents,” though indubitably the right of the candidates, may 
therefore safely be dispensed with by the candidate’s consent. If the mixing of 
the votes (as to which see infra) is skilfully carried out, the attendance of the 
counting agents will not enable them to gauge the strength of their party in 
the different districts of the constituency, and it is for this latter purpose rather 
than to check the accuracy of the counting that the privilege of appointing 
counting agents has been cliiefly valued in practice. 

t q) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), Sched. I., Part I., r. 31. 
r\ Ibid., r. 32. 
a) Ibid. 

h) Clement son v. Mason (1875), L. R. 10 C. P. 200. 

A Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet c. 33), Sched. 1., Part I., r. .33. The sanction 
of the returning officer is usually given to the presence of a Im.itcd number of 
the friends of the candidates. 

(d) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet c. 33), Sched. I., Part I., r. 24. 
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relating to the election under his own seal and the seals of such of Sect. i. 
the agents of the candidates as desire to aflix their seals, and must Parlia* 
otherwise take iDroper precautions for the security of such papers mentary, 
and documents 

634 . The returning officer must reject votes given upon ballot What ▼ote» 
papers which fail to bear the official mark on their back (/), but must 
count votes given upon ballot papers which fail to bear the official 
mark on their face (fi), lie must reject every vote where the voter 
has purported to vote for more candidates than the number for 
which he is entitled to vote (It), and must reject every vote given 
upon a ballot paper containing any writing or mark by which a 
voter could be identified (/). He must, therefore, reject the vote 
where the voter has written the name of a candidate, because a man 
can be identified by his handwriting. But where he has put two 
crosses or a peculiar mark which is not a cross at all, the returning 
officer must not reject the vote unless there is evidence of an 
arrangement that the voter would place such two crosses or peculiar 
mark on the ballot i>aper, so as to indicate that it was he who had 
used that particular ballot paper ; but upon such proof being made 
the ballot paper ought to be rejected (/c). It is not a question 
whether by some accident or other a challenged mark might possibly 
lead to the identification of the voter, but whether as a matter of 
fact it can so lead (/). 

lie must reject every vote where the paper is unmarked (in), but the 


(«) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 3G Viet. c. 33), Sclieil. I., Part I., r. 35. In practice, 
W’licrc geographical distances permit the counting to be completed belore mid- 
night on the same night as the poll, the counting proceeds coiitiiiiioii.sly without 
regard to the close time herein referred to. 

(/) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 33), 8. 2, and Sched. 1., Part L, r. 30 (1) ; 
jyigtovm Case (1874), 2 0;M. & H. 215, 21G. 

{(f) Re Thomhury Division of Gloucesla shire Election Petition, Aclers v. Howard 
(188S), 1C Q. B. D. 397. 

{h) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 3G Vict. c. 33), Sched. I., Part I., r. 36 (2) ; Phillips 
V. Goff (188G), 17 Q. B. D. 805, 813. Each cross should l)e for this purpose counted 
as a vote for the candiilate opjiosite whose name it is put {ibuL), 

U) Ballot Act, 1872 (36 & 3G Vict. c. 33), Sched. I., P.iit L, r. 3G (3). 

Ik) Woodward v. Sarsont (1875), L. R. 10 0. P. 733, 749. 

(/) Cirencester Case (1893), Day, 155. Sir Hknry Hawkins in that case said, at p. 
159:“ There were some marks and blotches ol a very irregular character which might 
well be mistaken as indications of tempoiary unsteadiness in the voters, who hy 
their unsteadiness imperilled their votes. lu such cases we ha\e done our best 
to discover whether, alLlioiigh obscured by the blots, blurs, and other marks, there 
existed possible indications on the part of the voter of an intention to vote without 
a thought of leaving a trace behind him to enable him to be identified. A mere 
unmeaning mark, not the initials of the voter, was thus held not to vitiate the 
vote” {ibid., p. 59). A maik hy which a voter can he identilicd does not mean 
any unusual mark. See per Puillimore, J., in Re Oldham Municipal Election, 
Cooper v. Ogden (1908), 72 J. P. 115. Ounpare IStepney Case (1886), 4 
O’M. & H. 34, 37 ; Her tv ick-npon- Tweed Case (1880), 3 O’M. & H. 178, 181. 

Whetlier a circle or a line or a mark otlier than a cioss is to be taken as 
showing a bond fide intention to vote without leaving a trace which can lead to 
the identification of the voter or not be a question of fact in each case. 
See Wigtown Case, supra; Stepney Case, supra; Buckrose Division Uosc (1886), 4 
O’M. & H. 110, 112. In tlie first two of these cases such a vote was disallowed, 
but in the third it was allowed. The Wigtown Case, supra, must be read with 
jy oodward v. Sarsons, supra. 

(m) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vnt. c. 33), Sched. I., Part I., r. 3C (4). 
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mark need not be made by a pencil. A scralcli with a finger-nail, if 
showing an unequivocal intention to vote for a particular candidate, 
is good ; and the presumption is that every voter who applies for a 
ballot paper intends to vote for some candidate (//). 

He must reject every vote which is bad for uncertainty (o). A 
vote is bad for uncertainty where it is upon the face of the ballot 
paper doubtful whether the voter intended to vote for one candidate 
or the other (/)). 

Finality of 635. The decision of the returning officer as to any question 
r^uming arising in respect of any ballot paper is final, subject to reversal on 

dtJ^ion. petition questioning the election or return (q). 

Casting vote. 636. When an equality of votes is found to exist between any 
candidates at an election for a county or borough, and the addition 
of a vote would entitle any of such candidates to be declared elected, 
the returning officer, if a registered elector of such county or borough, 
may give such additional vote, but he is not in any other case 
entitled to vote at an election for which he is returning officer (/). 

Rejected 637. The returning officer must indorse “ Rejected ” on any 

ballot p ipers, ballot ])apcr which he may reject as invalid, and must add to the 


Sect. 1. 
ParUa* 
mentary. 


(?)) Cirencester Case (1893), Day, 60. 

fo) Ballot Act, 1872 (.35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), Sclied. I., Part L, r. 36 (4). 

( jj) The weight of the ohjection that the vote is uncertain is obvious, for the 
eiinple reason that one candidate has just as much right to claim the vote as the 
other, and so it ought not to he counted for either ; and the statute so enacts 
{per Sir Henry Hawkins, in the Cirencester Case (1893), Day, 155, at p. 1591, 

Where the voter clearly votes for both candidates. Ids paper i4> of course bad ; 
but where there is a cross opposite to the name ot one candidate and a smudge 
which appeare to have been caused by rubbing out a mark opposite to the name 
of the other candidate, this is a good vote for tlie lirst-nanied candidate {Und., 
61). If tlieic is a cross opposite to the name of one candidate and another 
mark, which is not a cross, opposite to the name of tlie otlier candidate, it is a 
good vote for tlie first-named candidate {ibid.^ 5G). But where a mark whith 
is not a cross is the only mark, it is a good vote for that candidate opposite to 
whose name it appears (t6i(Z., 57). And compare Buckrose Division Case (1886), 
4 O’M. & H. 110, 112. If the intersection of the cross is in the space appropriated 
to one candidate, it isprimd facie a vote for that candidate {Bes'wick-iypon-Tweed Case 
(1880), 3 O’M. & Ii. 178, 182; Cirencester Case^ supra; Re Oldham Municipal 
Election, Cooper v. Ogden (1908), 72 J. P. 116). But if there is one cross which 
is clearly situated in the space appropriated to one candidate, it is a vote for 
the first-named candidate [Cirencester Case, supra, 67). Where there was a cross 
opposite to the name of the candidate and other crosses w hich had the eHect 
of deleting that same name altogether, this was liehl to be a good vote for that 
candidate [ibid., 68). But wliere the only mark upon the paper was a cross 
immediately upon the name of one of tlie candidates in such a way os to make 
It possible that the voter intended to strike that name out, tlie vote was dis- 
allowed [Buckrose Division Case, supra). Some cases are very difficult to decide, 
e.g., where a cross is above the name of one candidate and a number of blotches 
by the side of the name of the other candidate. In such a case the judges differed, 
and the vote was therefore not counted [Berwick-upon-Tiiced Case, supra), A ballot 
paper is not rendered void by reason of the voter pl.icing his mark outside the 
ruled compartments on the paper, if the mark is in such a position opposite to 
tile name of the candidate as to leave no doubt for whom the voter intended to 
vote [Pontardawe Rural Council Election Petition, [1907] 2 K. B. 313). 

(q) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet c. 33), s. 2. 

(r) Ibid., 8 . 31. See p. 145, anU. 
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ifulorsement ‘‘Rejection objected to,” if an objection be in fact made 
by any agent («) to his decision (t). 

The returning officer must report to the Clerk of the Crown in 
Chancery the number of ballot papers rejected and not counted by 
him under the several heads of (1) want of official mark, (2) voting 
for more candidates than entitled to, (3) writing or mark by which 
voter could be identified, (4) unmarked or bad for uncertainty (a), 
these being the only four grounds which entitle a returning officer 
to reject and leave uncounted a vote which is in fact given upon a 
ballot paper and placed in the ballot-box (/>). He must on reciucst 
allow any agents of the candidates to copy the report (c). 

Stjo^Sect. 12 . — Disposal of the Ballot Papers, 

638 . Upon the completion of the counting the returning officer Sealing np 

must seal up in separate packets the counted and rejected ballot papers. 

2 )apers. He must not open the scaled packet of tendered ballot 
papers or of the marked copy of the register of voters and counterfoils, 

but must proceed in the presence of the agents of the candidates 
to verify the ballot paper account given by each presiding officer 
by comparing it with the number of ballot papers recorded by him 
as aforesaid, and the unused and spoilt ballot papers in his 
possession, and the tendered votes list, and must reseal each sealed 
packet after examination. The returning officer must report to 
the Clerk of the Crown the result of such verification, and must 
on request allow any agents of the candidates, before such report 
is sent, to copy it (J). 

639 . Tlie returning officer must forward to the Clerk of the Crown Pacteta to be 
in the prescribed manner all the packets of ballot papers in his sent to c^ik 
l^ossession, together with the said reports, the ballot paper accounts, ° ^ ® 
tendered votes list, lists of votes marked by the ]>resi(ling officer, 
statements relating thereto, declarations of inability to read, and 

packets of counterfoils, and marked copies of registers, sent by each 
I)residing officer, indorsing on each packet a description of its 
contents, and the date of the election to which they relate, and 
the name of the county or borough for which such election was 
held (6). 

640 . The Clerk of the Crown must retain for a year all Cuatoiy. 
documents relating to an election forwarded to him in pursuance of 

this enactment by a returning officer ; and then, unless otheiwvise 

(«) If there are no counting agents, the returning officer should call the atten* 
tinii of the election agent, if he be present, to the votes, if any, rejected, at 
late if there he any sort of possible question as to the propriety ot the rejection, 
and should allow the election agent a hearing on the matter. This is in fact 
the practice of many returning officers, but there does not seem to be anything in 
tlic Act to compel a returning otlicer to take this course. 

it) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), Sched. I., Part T., r. 30. 

(tt) Jfcid., r. 36. 

{b) Woodward v. Sarsons (1875), L, R. 10 C. P. 733, 748, theca‘«eof a municipal 
«h*clion petition, but laying down law which is applicable to pailiainenlaiy cases, 

(c) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 33), Scheil. 1., Part I , r. 36. 

(d) Ibid., r. 37. 

(e) Ibid,, T. 3a 
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diiccted by an order of the House of Commons or of one of llis 
^fajesty’s superior courts, must cause them to be destroyed (/). 

No person is to be allowed to inspect any rejected ballot papers 
in the custody of the Clerk of the Crown excciit under the order of 
the House of Commons or under the order of one of His Majesty’s 
superior courts, to be granted by such couit on being satisfied by 
evidence on oath that the inspection or production of such ballot 
papers is required for the purpose of instituting or maintaining a 
prosecution for an offence in relation to ballot papers, or for the 
purpose of a petition questioning an election or return ; and any 
such order for the inspection or production of ballot papers may be 
made subject to such conditions as to persons, time, place, and mode 
of inspection or production as the IIoii.se or court making the same 
may think expedient, and must be obeyed by tlie Clerk of the Crown. 
Any power given to a court by this rule may be exercised by any 
judge of such court in cl i am hers (q). 

641. No person must, except by order of the House of Com- 
mons or of any tribunal having cognisance of petitions complaining 
of undue returns or undue elections, open the sealed packet of 
counterfoils after the same has been once scaled up, or be allowed 
to inspect any counted ballot papers in the custody of the Clerk of 
the Crown. Such order may be made subject to such conditions as 
to persons, time, place, and mode of opening or inspection as the 
House or tribunal making the order may think expedient, provided 
that on making and carrying into elTcct any such order care is to 
be taken that the mode in which any particular elector has voted 
shall not be discovered until ho has been proved to have voted, 
and his vote has been declared by a competent com t to bo invalid {h), 

642 All documents forwarded, other than ballot papers and 
counterfoils, are to bo open to public inspection at such time and 
under such regulations as may be prescribed by the Clerk of the 
Crown, with the consent of the Speaker of the House of Commons, 
and the Clerk of the Crown must supply coj>ies of or extracts from 
the said documents to any person demanding the same on payment 
of such fees and subject to such regulations as may be sanctioned 
by the Treasury {i), 

643. Where an order is made for the production by the Clerk of 
the Crown of any document in his possession relating to any 
specified election, the production by such Clerk or his agent of the 
document ordered, in such manner as may bo directed by such 
order or by a rule of the court having ])0wer to make such order, 
i-j to be conclusive evidence that such document relates to the 
specified election, and any indorsement appearing on any packet 
of ballot papers produced by such Clerk or his agent is to 
be evidence of such papers being what they are stated to be by 


(/) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 3G Viet. c. 33), Sclied. I , Tart I , r. 30. 

(f/) Ihul., r. 41). Sve IL v. Dcavdsall (1870), 1 Q. B. D. 452 ; IL v. Quinlan, 
[1008] 2 I. R. 155. 

(h) Ibid., r. 41. 

(i) Ibid., r. 42. 
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tlie indorsement. The production from proper custody of a ballot 
paper purporting to have been used at any election, and of a 
counterfoil marked with the same printed number and having a 
number marked thereon in writing, is to he primd facie evidence 
that the person who voted by such ballot paper was the person 
who at the time of such election had affixed to his name in the 
register of voters at such election the same number as the number 
written on such counterfoil {j). 

644. The above rules as to counting and disposal of the ballot 
papers do not apply to university elections. 

In the case of a university election all voting papers received and 
recorded at such election, as weW as any voting papers objected to 
for informality, or on any other grounds, are to be filed and kept 
by the officer intrusted with the care of the poll-books, or other 
documents relating to the said election, and any person is to be 
allowed to examine such voting papers at all reasonable times, and 
to take copies thereof upon payment of a fee of Is. (/c). 


Sub-Sect. 13. — The Dedaiaiion of ihe ItesuU and Itdurn of the Mcmlcr 

as elected. 

645. After the returning officer has ascertained the result of 
the poll by counting the votes given to each candidate he must 
forthwith (Z) declare to be elected the candidate or candidates to 
whom the majority of votes has been given, and return his or their 
names to the Clerk of the Crown (m). As soon as possible after 
the completion of the counting the returning officer must give public 
notice of the names of the candidates elected, and in the case of a 
contested election of the total number of votes given for each 
candidate, whether elected or not («). 

646. The return of a member or members elected to serve in 
rarlianient for a county or borough is made by a certificate of tho 
names of such member or members under the hand of the returning 
otlicer indorsed on the writ of election for such county or borough. 
Upon the return being made to the Clerk of the Crown he must 
enter in a book called the return book (o) the names of the several 
members returned to serve in Parliament, with the dates of their 
respective returns, and must transmit what is in substance a copy 


(j) Ballot Act, 1872 (155 & 30 Viet. c. 33), SeLc<l. I., Part I., r. 43. 

(l) University Elections Act, 1801 (24 & 2.5 Vict. c. 53), ?. 4. 

(/) "Where the poll has been adjonined by icason ot mlciinptKtn or ohstriiction 
by not or open violence (as to which see p. 307, aiite)^ the returning oHicer must 
not finally declare the state of the poll or make proclaniati«)n ot llie memher or 
members chosen until the poll so adjourned has been finally closed and the poll- 
books delivered or transmitted to sncli returning otlicer (Parliamentary Elections 
‘ :t, 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 36), s. 8). 

(m) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 33), a. 2. 

iTi) Ihid.y Sched. I., Part I., r. 45. 

(o) The return book must be kept by virtue of “An Act to prevent False and 
Double lletums of Members to serve in Pailianient,”stat, (1605) 1 kH AVill. 3, c. 7, 
B. 6. See p. 333, posf, for the reason which the statute assigns for the keeping 
of this book. 
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of that book to the Clerk of the House of Commons, and then, and 
not until then, the members are allowed to take their seats (y). 

647. The returning officer may, if he thinks fit, deliver the writ, 
with such certificate indorsed, to the postmaster of the principal 
post-office of the place of election or his deputy, »and in that case he 
must take a receipt from the postmaster or his deputy for the 
same ; and such postmaster or his deputy must then forward the 
same by the first post, free of charge under cover, to the Clerk of 
the Crown, with the words Election Writ and lleturn ” indorsed 
thereon (q). 

The return is not complete until it reaches the hands of the 
proper officer so that he can act upon it (r). 

648. If any person returns any member to serve in Parliament 
for any place contrary to the last determination of the House of 
Commons of the right of election in such place, such return so 
made is a false return {a). 

Every person who is duly elected to serve in Parliament for any 
place by such false return may sue the officers and persons making 
or procuring the same, and every or any of them, in the High 
Court of Justice (/>), and may recover double the damages he sustains 
by reason thereof, together with his full costs of suit (c). 

649. As to double (d) returns, it is enacted that if any officer 
wilfully, falsely, and maliciously (e) returns more persons than are 
required to be chosen by the writ or precept on which any choice is 


(])) Tlie pi.'ictice after tlie Act, ■wliicli, in accortlance with the section cilel, 
necesbiiiily lollovvs the ]>reviou8 practice, is tlius stated by Lord Coleiudge, C.J., 
ill Hurdle v. Waiing (1874), L. II. 9 C. P. 435, 442. 

Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), Sched. I , Part T., r. 44. 

(r) Hurdle v. Waring, siipia. The servant of the housekeeper of the pro])er 
officer in that case received the return alter office hours on 4th F’ebrnaiy, 1871, 
and delivered it to the principal cleik in tlie office of the Cleik of the Crown 
on the next day. He indorsed upon it tlie dale of receipt thus : “ Crown Office, 
5th February, 1874, J. E.” The latter date was held to be the date upon w hicli 
the election was completed. 

(а) “An Act to ])revcnt False and Double Eetinns” etc., stat. (1095) 7 & 8 
Will. 3, c. 7, 8. 1. But for this statute the court would have declined junsdiction 
m such cases upon the ground that “ the judging of the light of election belongs to 
Parliament, that is to say, to the House ol Commons {Prtdeaux v. Morrice (1702), 
7 M«id, Bep. 14. But Willes, C.J., was of a different opiuion ; see Mijddlcton v. 
jripin (1746), Willcs, 597, 606, E.x Ch.). 

(б) The original words of the Act are “ in any of ITis Majesty’s courts of record 
at Westminster,” hut the jurisdiction has passed to the High Court by the 
Jiulicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Vict. c, 66), s. 16. 

(c) “An Act to prevent False and Double Returns” etc., stat. (1695) 7 & 8 
Will. 3, c. 7, 8. 2. See for the ancient procedure m such a case “Action siir le 
Kovel Act de 7 Will. 3 pur nn F.iux Retorn d’uii Burgess de Parleinent,” Goug\ 
V. Batemen et at. {circa 1700), 1 But. 184. 

(r^) Double returns were held by an old parliamentary committee to include 
alternative returns {DuinfermLine^ Stirlingy and District BurgJis Case (1803), 1 
Peck. 1). As to equality of votes, see p. 328, anle. 

(e) Where in an Irish case a double return was made owing to a bond f\de 
error, the court amended the return, but dnl not make the retinning officer i>ny 
the costs {Re Aihlone {Borough) Election Vclitiony Shell v. Ennis and Nugent 
(18741 8 1. R C. L. 240). 
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made, the like remedy may be had against him and the party or 1. 

parties that willingly procure the same, and every or any of them, Parlia^ 
by the party aggrieved at his election (/). mentary. 


650. All contracts, promises, bonds, and securities whatsoever Contract! 
made or given to procure any return of any member to servo iu 
Parliament, or anything relating thereunto, are void ; and whoever 
makes or gives such security, contract, promise, or bond, or any 

gift or award, to procure such false or double return, is liable to 
forfeit the sum of i!300, one third part thereof to His Majesty, hia 
heirs and successors, another third part thereof to the poor of the 
county, borough, or place concerned, and one third part thereof to 
the informer, with his costs, to be recovered in the High Court of 
Justice by an action (V/). 

651. For the more easy and better proof of any such false or Return book, 
double return, the Clerk of the Crown for the time being must from 

time to time enter in the return book every single and double return 
of any member or members to serve in Parliament which are 
returned or come into his office or to his hands, and also every 
alteration and amendment which is made by him or his deputy in 
every such return, to which book all persons are to have free access 
at all seasonable times to search and take true copies of so much 
thereof as may be desired, paying a reasonable fee, and such book 
Of a true copy thereof relating to such false or double return is 
admissible as evidence of the fact stated. In case the Clerk of the 
Crown does not within six days after any return comes into his 
office or to his hands (/<) duly and fairly make any such entry, or 
makes any alteration in any return, unless by order of the House 
of Commons, or gives any certificate of any person not returned, 
or wilfully neglects or omits to perform the prescribed duties, 
he must for every such offence forfeit to the party and parties 
aggrieved the sum of £500, to be recovered as aforesaid, and 
must also forfeit and lose his office, and be for ever incapable of 
bolding the same (0. 

Every mformation or action for any such offence must be 
brought within the space of two years after the cause of action 
arises (/c). 

SuB-SrcT. 14. — T/ie Rdurnhig Oflm's Erpmscs, 

652. Within twenty-one days after the day on which the return Account mnut 
is made of the persons elected at the election the returning officer 

must transmit to every candidate (/) or other person from whom 


(/) “An Act to prevent False and Double Returns’* eta, stat. (1C95) 7 & 8 
Will. 3, c. 7, 8. 3. 

Ibid , 8. 4. 

[k) “ Comes into his ofiice or to his hands.” For the distinction between these 
two altemati\e8, compare the facts in the case of Hurdle v. Waring (1874), 
L. R. 9 C. P. 435, decided under a different statute not having these alternatives. 

(i) “ An Act to prevent False and Double Returns ” etc., stat. ( 1 (JOS) 7 & 8 A\'ill. 3, 
c. 7, s. 5. 

{k) Ibid., B. 6. 

{() As to who is a candidate, see p. 264, ante. A candidate once proposed and 
Beconded was held liable to pay the election auditor’s fee under the Corrupt 



8B4 


Elections. 


Sect. 1. ho claims payment either out of the deposit (m) or otherwise of 

Parlia- any charges in respect of the election, or to the election agent of 

m entar y. any such candidate, a detailed account showing the amounts of all 
the charges claimed by the returning officer in respect of the 
election, and the share thereof which he claims from the person to 
V horn the account is transmitted (a). These charges must be in 
general accordance with a scale fixed by law (o). He must annex 
to the account a notice of the place where the vouchers relating to 
the account may be seen, and he must at all reasonable times, and 
without charge, allow the person from whom payment is claimed, 
or any agent of such person, to inspect and take copies of the 
vouchers (p). The returning officer is not entitled to any charges 
\\hich are not duly included in his account (q). 

Application 653. If the person from whom payment is claimed objects to 
for taxation any part of the claim, he may, at any time within fourteen days 
of account, when the account is transmitted to him, apply to 

the county court (r) for a taxation of the account (s). The county 
court judge may depute his powers in this matter to the registrar, 
or other principal officer of the court (0, but in such case he cannot 
review the taxation himself (^r). An application made to the 
registrar ^^ithin the fourteen days when the judge is not sitting is 
well made for this purpose (h). The county court has jurisdiction 
to lax the amount in such manner and at such time and place as 
that court thinks fit, and finally to determine the amount payable 
to the returning officer, and to give and enforce judgment for the 
same as if such judgment were a judgment in an action in such 
court, and with or without costs at the discretion of the court. 
The foregoing does not apply to the charge of the returning officer 
for publication of accounts of election expenses (c). 

rract:ce8 Prcviiition Act, 1801 (17 & 18 Vict. c. 102) [lUdwarday, WJiithurat 
(1800), 5 II. & N. 131). 

(rn) As to the deposit, sco p. 277, a?iie. 

(n) Parliamentary Elections (Returning Officers) Att, 187.5 (38 & 30 Vict. 
c. SI), 6. 4. 

(o) Ibid ^ Sched. I. But the scale is not necessarilv exhaustive (7?e South 
J'asffrn Dii’inton of Essex (1887), 19 Q. B. D. 2j2). It is to be noted, however, 
that the sheiiff is bound to preserve the peace of the county. If ho is put to 
any extraordinary o.xperiso in this way, ho must lejiiesent the matter when 

E ashing his accounts, or make direct representation to Ilia Majesty’s Government ; 

lit he lias no right to recover such expenses from the candidates. Any special 
agreements may, however, be enforced according to the ordinary law of con- 
tracts (per Lawhexce, J., Waihen v. Sandy a (1811), 2 Camp. 640). The 
returning officer must not charge for professional a'«sistanco, unless he hag had 
sucii assistance in fact {Re Shoreditch Election^ Ex, parte Walker (1887), 56 
L. T. 529). 

(p) Parliamentary Elections (Returning Officers) Act, 1875 (38 & 33 Vict. 
C. 84), s. 4. 

(7) Ibid. 

(r j Except in the City of London, whore it is the Mayor’s Court that exorcises 
these powers, and in Ireland the civil bill court. The court in question is that 
having jurisdiction at the place of the nomination {ibid.), 

(5) I hid, 

(0 Ibid, 

(<i) II, V. Lamhcik County Court Judye (1886), 17 Q. B. 1). 96. 

f/») R. V. BUnymsburi/ County Court Judge (1886), 17 Q. B. D. 780, C. A. 

(f ) Parliamentary Elections (Returning Officers) Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Vict. c. 84), 

•. 4 . 
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664. Every person having any claim against a returning officer 
for work, labour, materials, services, or expenses in respect of any 
contract made with him by or on behalf of the returning officer for 
the purposes of an election, except for publication of accounts of 
election expenses, must, within fourteen days after the day on whicli 
the return is made of the person or persons elected at the election, 
transmit to the returning officer the detailed particulars of such 
claim in writing, and the returning officer is not liable in respect 
of anything ^^hich is not duly stated in such particulars (d). 

655. When application is made for taxation of the accounts of a 
returning officer, he may apply to the county court to examine 
any claim transmitted to him by an}^ person in pursuance of this 
section, and that court, after notice given to such person and after 
hearing him and any evidence tendered by him, may allow or 
disallow, or reduce the claim objected to, with or without costs, 
and the determination of the court is final for all purposes and as 
against all persons (e). A candidate who has not been a party 
to the proceedings is nevertheless entitled to his share of any 
remission of expenses established thereby (/). 

656. The returning officer must as far as practicable make use 
of ballot boxes, fittings, and compartments provided for municipal 
elections in the appiopriate cases; and the court upon taxation of 
his costs must have legard to this provision ((/). 

657. These provisions as to the returning officer’s expenses do 
not apijly to university elections (//). 


Sub-Sect. 15. — The Return and Dedaralion rey^clnuj Candidates'* Ehdion 

Expenses, 

668 . Within thirty-five days after the day on which the candi- 
dates returned at an election (i) are declared elected the election 
agent of every candidate at that election must transmit (A) to the 
returning officer a true return (1) respecting election expenses (m). 


((/) Pailiamentary Elections (lleturning Olliccrs) Act, 1875 (88 & 88 Yict. 
c. 84), s. 6. 

(e) Ibid. 

If) Maitin v. Tomkinson^ [1893] 2 Q. B. 121. 

li/) Parliamentary Elections (Eeluruing Olficora) Act, 1875 (33 & 39 Viet. 

c. 84), s. G. 

(A) Ibid., 8. 8. 

{%) These provisions apparently apply to all elections of members of Pirliamcnt, 
including university elections. See Uoirupt and Illegal Piactices Prevention 
Act, 1883 (4G & 47 Viet. c. 51), s. 64. 

(A) “ Transmit,” i.6., send or remit. He must send it off before midnight of the 

d. iy on which the thirty-five days espiie. lie need not lodge it with the 
returning ofilcer by that day {Mackinnon v. CLai% flS98] 2 Q. B. 251, C. A., 
per A. L. Smith, L.J., at p. 255). 

(/) Inspection may be had and copies obtained of this return on payment of 
the respective ices mentioned in the Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 
1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), s. 35 (2). 

(m) Election expenses.” See p. 298, ante. “ It is a matter, I will not say of 
discretion, but of sound judgment, to say how fur you can go back ” {Lancaster 
Dindon Case (1896), 5 O’M. & H. 39, 45, per Pollock, B.). The judges in tho 
Coclermouth Division Case (1901), 6 O’M. & H. 155, 156, were satisfied that a 
ten party given by the Liberal Unionist Association need net under the circuui- 
hi.iiices have been included. 
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in the prescribed form (n), or to the like edect, containing ns respects 
that candidate— (a) a statement of all payments made by the 
election agent, together with all the bills and receipts ; (b) a state- 
ment of the amount of personal expenses (o), if any, paid by 
the candidate ; (c) a statement of the sums paid to the returning 
officer for his charges, or, if the amount is in dispute, of the sum 
claimed and the amount disputed ; (d) a statement of all other 
disputed claims of which the election agent is aware; (e) a 
statement of all the unpaid claims, if any, of which the election 
agent is aware, in respect of which application has been or is 
about to be made to the High Court ; (f) a statement of all money, 
securities, and equivalent of money received by the election agent 
from the candidate or any other person for the purpose of expenses 
incurred or to be incurred on account of or in respect of the con- 
duct or management of the election, with a statement of the name 
of every person from whom the same may have been received (p). 

The return must be accompanied by a declaration (q) made by the 
election agent before a justice of the peace in the prescribed form (; ). 

Where the candidate has named himself as his election agent, a 
statement of all moneys, securities, and equivalent of money paid 
by the candidate is to be substituted in the return for the 
statement of money, securities, and equivalent of money received 
by the election agent from the candidate ; and the declaration by 
an election agent respecting expenses need not bo made, and the 
declaration by the candidate respecting election expenses is to be 
modified accordingly (s). 

At the same time that the agent transmits the return, or within 
seven days afterwards, the candidate must transmit or cause to bo 
transmitted to the returning officer a declaration made by him 
before a justice of the peace in the prescribed form (a), 

659. If the return (I/) and declarations are not transmitted before 
the expiration of the time limited for the purpose, the candidate 
must not after the expiration of such time sit or vote in the House 
of Commons until either such return and declarations liave been 
transmitted, or until the date of the allow’ance of an authorised 
excuse for the failure to transmit the same, and if he sits or votes 
iji contravention of this enactment, he wdll forfeit dJlOO for every 


(n) See Cornii't and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (4C&; 47 Vict. c. 01), 
Sched. II., Part 1. 

h) ** Personal expenses.” See note (j/), p. 200, ante. 

I p) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Pieventioii Act, 1883 (4G & 47 Vict. c. 51), 
B 33(1). Il there are no expense'! under any head, they should be returned as 
“ ntV' (see Ex paite Pennington (1898), 4G W. R. 415 ; Ex parte liohaon (1886), 18 
Q. B. 1). 336). For the law of excuses in the event of inadvertent omission under 
such circumstances, see p. 404, post. 

(/]) Ihid.y Sched. ll.^^Part I. 

Ir) JInd.f 8. 33(2). For the form, see Sched. I., Pait I. 

(5) Ibid., 8. 33 (3). 

(rt) Ibid., 8. 33 (4). For the form, see Sched. IT., Part T. As to tlie ciicum- 
itances in which an authorised excuse for non-coinjdiance with the piovisions of 
tlie Act as to the return and declaration respecting election ex|)enbes will be 
granted, see pp. 405, post. 

(h) It is not the law that a return wdth a blunder in it is no return, nor that in 
case of such a blunder this sub-scction applies (MacKinnon v. ClarL [1898] 2 Q. B. 

251,258,0. A.). 
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day on which he so sits or votes to any person who sues for the 
same (c). 

660. Where the candidate is out of the United Kingdom at the . , 
time when the return is so transmitted to the returning officer, the 
declaration may be made by him within fourteen days after his abroad, 
return to the United Kingdom, and in that case must be forthwith 
transmitted to the returning officer, but such delay in making his 
declaration will not exonerate the election agent from complying 

with the provisions of the Act as to his return and declaration 
respecting election expenses (d), 

661. Where, after the date at which the return respecting raymcnts by 
election expenses is transmitted, leave is given by the High Court 

for any claims to be paid, the candidate or his election agent must, 
within seven days after the payment thereof, transmit to the 
returning officer a return of the sums paid in pursuance of such 
leave accompanied by a copy of the order of the court giving the 
leave (e), 

662. The law is such that every illegal payment, advance, object of 
or deposit, in respect of any expenses incurred on account of or 

in respect of the conduct or management of the election, may 
operate, if it constitutes a corrupt or illegal practice, to defeat the 
election ; for either such payment, advance, or deposit is made by 
or through the election agent, in which case it must bo disclosed in 
the return above mentioned, or it is not made by or through the 
election agent, in which case it is liable to attack as being ipso facto 
an illegal practice (/)•.. 

The candidate is obliged (in the declaration above referred to) 
solemnly and sincerely to declare that to the best of his knowledge 
and belief the return is correct ; that except as appears fiom the 
return he has not, and to the best of his knowledge and belief no 
person, club, society, or association has on his behalf, made any 
payment, or given, promised, or offered any reward, office, employ- 
ment, or valuable consideration, or incurred any liability on account 
of or in respect of the conduct or management of the election ; 
that he has paid his election agent a named sum and no more 
for tho purpose of the said election ; that, except as specified in 
the return, no money, security or equivalent for money has to 
his knowledge or belief been paid, advanced, given or deposited by 
anyone to or in the hands of his election agent or any other 
person for the purpose of defraying any expenses incurred on his 
behalf on account of or in respect of the conduct or management 
of the election ; and that he will not, except so far as he may he 
permitted by law, at any future time, make or be party to the 
making or giving of any payment, reward, office, employment, or 


Sect. 1, 
Parlia- 
mentary, 


(c) Corrupt and Illegal Practicea Prevention Act, 1883 (4C & 47 Viet, c, 51), 

33 (o). 
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valuable consideration, for the purpose of defraying any such 
expenses as last mentioned, or provide or be party to the providing 
of any money, security or equivalent for money for the purpose of 
defraying any such expenses (g). 

The election agent’s declaration must he, mniatis mutandis ^ to 
the same effect (/f), and if either of these declarations is falsely 
made to the knowledge of the declarant, a corrupt practice is 
committed (/). 

663 . The returning officer within ten days after he receives from 
the election agent a return respecting election expenses must publish 
a summary of the return in not less than two newspapers circulating 
in the county or borough for which the election was held, accom- 
panied by a notice of the time and place at which the return 
and declarations, including the accompanying documents, can be 
inspected, and may charge the candidate, in respect of such publica- 
tion, the sum of two guineas in a county and one guinea in a 
borough (/t). The return (0 and declarations, including the accom- 
panying documents, sent to the returning officer by an election 
agent are to be kept at the office of the returning officer or at some 
convenient place appointed by him, and must at all reasonable 
times during two years next after they are received by him be 
open to insi^ection by any person on payment of a fee of Is., and 
the returning officer must on demand furnish copies thereof or of 
any part thereof at the price of 2d. for every seventy-two words. 
After the expiration of the said two years the returning officer may 
cause the return and declarations, including the accompanying 
documents, to bo destroyed, or, if tho candidate or liis election 
ageni so require, must return tho same to the candidate (?«)• 

Sect. 2. — Manicijml, 

Sub-Sect. 1.— Jh General. 

664 . The law of elections herein presently to be set out applies to 
the vast majority of municipal elections ; but tho City of London (//) 
and certain other places (o) are exceptions, and the law in their 
case is somewhat modified (p). 

It also applies in most respects to many elections which are not 
in the usual sense of the word “ municii)al ” at all (q). 


(7) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viit. c. 51), 
Sclied. II., Part 1. 

(//) Ibid. 

U) See p. 293, ante. 

[k) Ibid.f s. 35 (1) ; Parliamentary Elections (Returning OATicers) Act, 1876 
(38 & 39 Viet. c. 84), Sclied. I., Parts I. and II. 

(/) On the trial of an election petition the court will allow the Public 
Prosecutor to have a copy of the respondent’s return of election expenses (Hexham 
Viuidon Case (1892), 4 O’M. & II. 143). 

(?n) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Picvention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
*. 35 (2). 

(7?) Seo p. 394, post. 

(o) See pp. 395-^397, post. 

Ip) See pp. 394 — 397, post. 

(g) Seo pp. 356 — 394, post. 
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There is no writ in the case of a municipal election, hut wherever 
a vacancy occurs the returning officer is ijiso facto bound in due 
course (?•) to hold an election for the office vacated — an obligation 
which will be enforced in case of necessity by mandamus (s). 

In the ordinary case of a municipal corporation the principal 
offices to bo filled are those of mayor, aldermen, and councillors (0. 

The first election in point of time to bo held in such a case is 
that of the councillors (a). 

665. With regard to the election of councillors at municipal 
elections a candidate is defined to mean a parson elected or having 
been nominated, or having declared himself a candidate for 
election ([>). There seems little doubt that such declaration may 
be implied as well as expressed, and that what has been stated with 
respect to the commencement of the candidature for a parlia- 
mentary election (c) applies, mutatis iniUawlis, to other elections. 

Any person who is disqualified to be a candidate may, if elected, 
be unseated on petition (d). 


Sub-Seot. 2 . — Election of Cowicillora in Municipal Corporatiom, 

(i.) Preliminary. 

666 . Where a borough has no wards, there must be an election of 
councillors for the whole borough (o^ ; but where a borough has 
wards, there must be a separate election of councillors for each 
ward (/). 

There is no “ general election ** of all the councillors exactly 
corresponding to a ‘‘ general election ” of members of Parliament ; 
but on the 1st of November (which is the ordinary day of election 
of councillors {g) ) in every year one-third of the whole number of 


(r) If the vacancy is “a casual vacancy in a corporate office, ” the election 
must be held withm fourteen days after notice in writing of the vacancy has 
been given to the mayor or town clerk by two burgesses (Municipal Corporations 
Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 50), s. 66 (1) ). 

{s) Stratford-npon-Auon Case (1886), 2 T. L. R. 431 ; and compare the 
Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 5J), s. 70 (1). 

U) Ihid.f see Part II. of the Act generallv. 

(а) For the reason that the mayor and allermon are elected by the council 
{ihid.j ss. 14, 15). 

(б) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 50), s. 77 ; Municipal 
Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Vict. c. 70), s. 84. 
As to the application of these Acts to elections for county, district, and parish 
councillors, and to guardians, see pp. 356 — 304, post. 

(c) See p. 265, ante. 

(d) E.g.y see Be Gloucester Municipal Election Petition^ 1900, Ford y. Neurth^ 
[1901] 1 K. B. 683, where a candidate was unsoxtei on election petition under 
the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 50), s. 12 (1) (c), which 
provides that a person is to be disqualified for being elected and for being a 
councillor, if he has directly or indirectly by himself or his partner any share or 
interest in any contract or employment with, by, or on behalf of the council. 
See the whole of the section and the preceding section. As to the various 
qualifications and disqualifications of candidates for municipal office, see title 
Local Q-overnment. 

(e) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 50), s. 50 (1). 

(/) Ibid., 8. 60 (2). 

(g) Ibid., 8. 62. When by the Act any act or proceeding is directed or allowed 
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councillors for the borough or for the ward, as the case mny bo, go 
out of office, and their places are filled by election (a). 

When a casual vacancy occurs there is a ** bye election ” ; and 
the election is held by the same persons and in the same manner 
as an election to fill an ordinary vacancy (h), 

667. At an election of councillors for a whole borough the 

returning officer is the mayor (c). If the mayor is dead {d), or is 
absent or otherwise incapable of acting (c) in the execution of his 
powers and duties as to elections, the council must forthwith choose 
an alderman to execute those powers and duties in the place of the 
mayor (/). ^ 

At an election for a ward the returning officer is an alderman 
assigned for that purpose by the council at the meeting of the 
council which is held every year on the 9th of November (jj). 
In case of the illness, absence, or incapacity to act of the alderman 
assigned to be returning officer at a ward election, the mayor may 
appoint to act in his stead another alderman, or if the number of 
aldermen does not exceed the number of wards, a councillor not 
being a councillor for that ward and not being enrolled in the ward 
roll for that ward (It). 

668. Nine days at least before the day for the election of a coun- 
cillor the town clerk must prepare and sign a notice thereof. In the 
case of a borough election he must publish this notice by fixing it i:i 
some conspicuous place on or near the outer door of the town hall, 
or, if there be no town hall, in some conspicuous place in the 
borough. In the case of a ward election he must publish it by 
fixing it in some conspicuous place in the ward (i). 

The mayor must at least four days before the election give public 
notice of the situation, division, and allotment of polling places for 
taking the poll at the election, and of the description of the persons 
entitled to vote thereat and at the several polling stations {j). 


to be done on a certain day, then if that day happens to be a Sunday, Christmas 
Day, Good Friday, or Monday or Tuesday in Easter week, or a day appointed 
for public fast, humiliation or thanksgiving, the act or proceeding is to be con- 
sidered ns done or taken in due time if it is done or taken on the next day 
afterwaids, not being one of the days hereinbefore specified (ti/tZ., s. 230). 

(а) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), s. 13 (2). The 
third to go out are the councillors who have been longest in office without 
lo-eloction {ibid., s. 13 (3)). The mayor and aldermen, during their respective 
offices, continue to be members of the council, notwithstanding anything in the 
Act as to councillors going out of office at the end of thiee years {ibid,, s. 38). 

(б) Ibid., 8. 40 (1). 

fc) Ibid., 8. 53 (1). 

\d) Sahat, “ and if there is no time to elect another mayor under s. CG of the 
Act." 

(e*) As for instance where he is himself a candidate for re-elcclion as a town 
councillor (/?. v. 11 kite (1867), L. E. 2 Q. B. 557). 

(/) Municipal Coiporations Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 67 (1). 

(</) Ibid., 8. 63 (2). 

(A) Ibid., 8. 67 (2). 

(i) Ibid., BS. 64 and 232. 

(D Ibid., Sched. III., Part III., i. 2. The provisions of the Ballot Act, 
1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), Sched. L, Part I., rr. 18 and 19, supra, p. 315, do 
not apply in the case of a municipal election (Municipal Corporations Act, 
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(ii.) AgtnUj PTor/tcra, and AsBistanU, SsOT. 9. 

669. There is no provision in the case of an election of coun- M unicip al, 
cillors for the appointment of a responsible election agent, such as No election 
may be appointed in the case of a parliamentary election (k) ; and all agent. 

the duties in connection with election expenses, which in a parlia- 
mentary election fall in part at least upon the election agent (/), 
where such an agent is appointed (m), fall in an election of 
councillors upon the candidates themselves (/i). 

670. But a candidate in an election of councillors is allowed. Paid and 
like the candidate in a parliamentary election (ri), to have (1) a 
limited number of paid assistants (p), who may or may not bo 
electors, but who may not vote (q) ; and (2) an unlimited number of 
workers and agents, for whom he will be responsible upon the same 
principle and to the same extent as a candidate is responsible in 

the case of a parliamentary election (»). 

The assistants engaged or employed for payment are limited in 
number as follows : (a) a number of persons may be employed, 
not exceeding two for a borough or ward, and if the number of 
electors in such borough or ward exceeds two thousand one 
additional person may be employed for every thousand electors and 
incomplete part of a thousand electors over and above two thousand, 
and such persons may be employ ed as clerks and messengers, or in 
either capacity ; and (b) one polling agent may be employed in each 
polling station. This limitation does not apply to any engagement 
or employment for carrying into effect a contract bond jide made 
with any person in the ordinary course of business (s). 

1882 (13 & 4G Vict. c. 30), Sched. III., Part 111., r. 1). See title Local 
Goveiinmknt. 

{k) Soo p. 206, ante, 

{1) See p. 266, ante. 

(rn) See p. 267, aide. 

(w) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 43 
Vict. c. 70). See, c.r/., s. 2i (1). 

(o) See p. 268, ante. 

(/;) Municipal Elections (Con upt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 43 
Vict. c. 70), 8. 13 (1). Soo pp. 2()8 et seq., aide, 

{q) Ibid ,8. 13 (3). 

(r) See p. 268, aute. But on the facts it may sometimes be that the inference 
to be drawn from particular evidence is somewhat different. Thus, in Iho 
t^tvanaea Case (1009), Times^ Eehiuary 3rd, the aiguments of B. E. AVilt.iams, 

K.C., and Eoote, K.C., for the petitioner and lospondont le.spectively, api)o.ir 
fiom the following passage in the commissioners’ judgment: “ It is true that 
in municipal petitions where tlioro is no committee, and where there are no 
canvassing books, the whole aspect of affairs must, as it appears to mo, ho 
looked at upon a smaller scale, and that such evidence as that to which I ha\o 
referred is not to be expected so easily. To this consideration I have given duo 
weight ; and I have nut expected as much evidence as I should expect in a 
parliamentary petition. But it is also true that there is less agency of any kind 
existing in fact in municipal elections of this description, and the main principle 
is exactly the same. There must he emploj'ment on authorisation by the c.in- 
didato of the agent to do some election work or the knowing adoption by the 
candidate of hw work when done. This is the effect of the judgment of 
Channell, J., in the OreatYarmmUh Case (1906), 6 O’M. & H. 176, which has been 
accepted by both counsel as truly staling the law which it falls on me to apply.” 

(s) Municipal Elections (Coniipt and Illegal Pructiceb) Act, 1884 (47 48 

Vict. c. 70), 8. 13. 
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The law as to unpaid workers and agents is the same as in 
parliamentary elections (/). 

(iii.) Nomination, 

671. The provisions as to nomination at an election of coun- 
cillois are similar to, but not identical with, those which obtain in 
parliamentary elections {a). 

Every candidate for the office of councillor must be nominated in 
writing (/>). The nomination paper must state the surn'^me and other 
names of the candidate, with his place of abode and description (c*). 
The writing must be subscribed by two burgesses of the borough 
or ward, as the case may be, ns proposer and seconder, pnd })y 
eight other burgesses of the borough or ward, as assenting to the 
nomination (d). 

A person is entitled to subscribe a nomination paper if ho is 
enrolled in the burgess roll, or in the case of a ward election the 
ward roll, but not otherwise (c). No person must subscribe a 
nomination paper for more than one ward (/). 

Each candidate must be nominated by a separate nomination paper, 
but the same burgesses, or any of them, may subscribe as many 
nomination papers as there are vacancies to bo hlled, but no 
more {(j), 'When a person subscribes more nomination papers than 
one, his subscription will be inoperative in all but the one which is 
first delivered (//). This lule does not ap[)ly to a case where there 
are several vacancies and no burgess has signed more than one 
nomination. paper for anyone candidate or more nomination paptiia 
than there were vacancies (i). 

Each person nominatod must no enrolled in the burgess roll or 
entered in the separate non-resident nst required by the Act to be 
made {k). 

The town clerk must provide nomination papcis, and must 
supply any burgess with as many nomination pspers as may bo 
required, and must, at the request of any burgess, hll up a 
nomination paper (/). 


(<) See pp. 2CvS — 27C, ante. 

(a) Compare the Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. p. 33) (see pp 273 et seq., anic)^ 
with the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 40 Vict. c. 50), as heieinafter 
set out. 

(5) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 40 Vict. c. 60), Sched. III., 
Part II., r. 1. 

(c) Ihid.^ r. 6. 

Id) Ibid.f r. 2. 

(e) Ibid., 8. 51 (1). 

(/) Jhid., 8. 61 (2). Nothing in this section entitles any person to do any act 
therein mentioned who is prohibited by l.iw fcom doing it, or relieves him from 
any penalty to which ho may be liable for doing it {tbui.t s. 61 (3) ). 

iff) Ibid., Sched. III., Part I., r. 3, 

(h) Ibid., Sched. ni., Part H., r. 10. 

(0 Zine V. Warren (1884), 14 Q. B. D. 73. This follows from a close com- 
parison between it. 3 and 10. They are at first sight materially inconsistent ; 
out the judgment of Mathew, J., from which the words in tho text are derived, 
goes far to explain the effect of the two rules as ro'd together, 

(k) Ibid., r. 4, 

(l) Ibid., r. 6. 
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672. Every nomination paper subscribed as aforesaid must be 
delivered by the candidate, or his proposer or seconder, personally, 
and not by an agent (//;), at the town clerk’s office, seven days at 
least before the day of election, and before five o’clock in the after- 
noon of the last day for delivery of nomination papers (?i). The 
town cleik must fort]l^^ilh scud notice of every such nomination 
to each candidate (o). 

673. The mayor must attend at the town hall on the day next 
after the last day for delivery of nomination pajers for a sufficient 
time, between the hours of two and four in the afternoon, and must 
decide on the validity of every objection made in writing to a 
i Ci dilation paper (p). 

F icli candidate may by writing signed by him, or if ho is absent 
trem the United Kingdom then his proposer or seconder may by 
w’lting signed by liim, appoint a person (hereinafter called ‘‘ the 
candidates representative”) to attend the proceedings before the 
mayor on behalf of the candidate, and this appointment must be 
deliVBieu to tlie town clerk before five o’clock in the afternoon 
of the last day for delivery of nomination papers (q). 

^ 'ch candidate and his representative, but no other person, 
except for the purpose of assisting the mayor, is entitled to attend 
' ])roceedings before the mayor (i), and may, during the time 
appointed for the attendance of the mnyor, object to the nomination 
]iapei of any other candidate for e borough or w’ard(s). 

The decision of the mayor niu^t bo given in writing, and will, 
ji disallowing the objection, be x.. al, but, if allowing an objection, 
will e subject to reversal on petition questioning the election or 
IJis powers in any case are confined to deciding 
questions about the form of the nomination papers themselves, and 
fuuiot touch the iiiatier of the qualification of the candidates (a). 


{)/i) Monl'i V. Jadcsou (1870), 1 C. P. L). 083. If it is not ileliveied personnliy 
llio ubjpctiori is oiio which is cof^nisablo by tho mayor, wliobo decision allowing 
it 1 lay bo questioned on a potitKiU against tho return of the successful candidate 

(//) Municipal Coiiiorations Act, 1882 (4.> L 46 Viet. c. 50), Sched. HI., 
l"»’t JI., r. 7. Tho case of MonLs v. JacLsm, supra^ was decided under llie 
Municipal Elections Act, 1875 (38 & 30 Vict. c. 40), s. 1 (3), repealed by the 
1882 Act, but tho words eonstniod are identical with those m the present Act. 

(c) Municipal Corporations Act, 18S2 (15 & 40 Vict. c. 50), Schod. IIL, 
Part 11., r. 8. 

(p) Ihid.jT. 9. This rule must bo read witli the above- stated provisions 
that (1) if the mayor is dead, or is absent or otherwise incapable of acting in tho 
excicution of his powers and duties ns to elections under the Act, the counc I 
must forthwith choose an aldciman to execute those powers and duties in tho 
place of the mayor ; (2) in case of tho illness, absence, or incapacity to act of 
the alderman assigned to be returning officer at a ward election, tbo mayor may 
appoint to act in his stead another alderman, or, if the number of aldermen 
does not exceed tho number of waids, a councillor not being a councillor for 
that ward, and not being enrolled in the ward roll for that ward {tbid.^ s. 07). 

{q) Municipal Corpoiations Act, 1882 (45 & 16 Vict. c. 50), Sched. HI., 
Part II., r. 11. 

(r) Jbid.^ r. 12. 

(e) Ibid., r. 13. 

{t) Ibid., r. 14 ; see pp. 4SG ri srq.^qiost. 

{a) Pnicltard y, Bangor Corporation (1888), 13 App, Cas. 241. Tho following 
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674. The town clerk must, at least four days before the day of 
election, cause the surnames and other names of all persons validly 
nominated with their respective abodes and descriptions, and the 
names of the persons subscribing their nominations as proposers 
and seconders, to be printed and fixed on the town hall, and in the 
case of a ward election in some conspicuous place in the ward (b). 

675. The nomination of a person absent from the United 
Kingdom wull be void, unless his written consent, given within 
one month before the day of his nomination in the presence of two 
witnesses, is produced at the time of his nomination (c) ; and if no 
such consent is produced and one other candidate only is nominated, 
that other candidate is entitled to bo declared to have been elected ((/). 

676. When the number of valid nominations exceeds that of the 
vacancies, any candidate may withdraw from his candidature by 
notice signed by liim and delivered at tlie town clerk’s office not 
later than two o’clock in the afternoon of the day next after the last 
day for delivery of nomination papers. Such notices are to take 
effect in the order in which they are delivered, and no such 
notice is to have effect so as to reduce tlie number of candidates 
ultimately standing nominated below the number of vacancies {r) 

677. For the purposes of the provisions relating to pro- 
ceedings preliminary to election, the burgess roll or ward roll whicli 
will be in force on the day of election is deemed to be the 
burgess roll or ward roll, and a person whose name is inserted in 
one of the lists from which the burgess roll or ward roll will be made 
up is deemed to be enrolled in that roll, although that roll is not 
yet completed (/), 


d jcibion was givemindertbe Municipal Elections Act, ISTo (,‘38 & 39 Viet. c. 40). 
At the annual election of town councillors tho town cleik of Northampton issued 
a notice in the prescribed form, but erroneously stated tho last day for the 
delivery of nomination papers to be 23rd October, which did not leave the pro- 
scribed number of clear days between that day and the day of election, namely, 
1st Novemiicr. Wiight, a candidate for one of the two vacancies, duly delivoieil 
liib nomination paper at the town cleik’s ollico on 22nd October; but, inasmuch 
as one of the eight burgesses had wiitlen one of his Christian names with a 
contraction “ Fredk.” instead of “ Fiedeiick,” this candidate Wright, supposing 
that to be a fatal objection, without notice and without the knowledge of the 
town cleik, got the paper back fioin a cleik in tlie office and letuined it cm 
the following day re-signed by the burgess. Tuiner, another candidate, 
delivered his nomination paper on 23rd October, llowos and Pierce, two other 
candidates, who had duly delivered their nomination papers on 22nd October, 
objected to the allowance of tho nomination papers of Wiight and Turner. The 
mayor, assuming to have authority to hear it, disallowed the objection, and 
Wiight and Turner were declared duly elected. Brett, Denman, and Archi- 
BALU, JJ., held that the mayor had no power to deal with the objection as to the 
time of delivering the nomination papers, and that his decision might bo 
questioned on petition, and they declared the election void (Ilowea v. Turner 
(187(3), 1 0. P. D. 670). 

(/>) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. o. 60), Schod. III., 
Pait II., r. 16. 

(c) Ihid,, r. 10. 

ll) Brown v. Jknv (1889), 63 J. P. 167. 

(e) Municipal Coipoiations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), Sched. 1II.> Part II., 

r. 17. 

{/) Ihid„ r. 18. 
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(iv.) Freedom of Election and the Prevention of Corrupt 
and Illegal Practices. 

678 . As in the case of a parliamentary election (( 7 ), an election of 
councillors must be free (h), but, subject to this (i) and to certain 
defined restrictions, every candidate at such an election has the 
same right as in the case of parliamentary elections, up to and 
including the day of the poll, to take all proper and legitimate 
measures to canvass the electorate and persuade them to vote for 
him (k). 

Apart altogether from the effect of the committing by candidates 
or their agents of any statutory corrupt practices, an election of 
comc’Mors will be wholly avoided by such general corruption, 
bribery, treating, or intimidation at the election as would by the 
common law of Parliament (Z) avoid a parliamentary election (m), 

679. The election of any candidate as a councillor may be 
avoided if that candidate by himself or his agents has been guilty of 
a corrupt practice or an illegal practice (n). 

A corrupt practice, for this purpose, means (1) treating ; ( 2 ) undue 
influence ; (3) bribery ; or (4) personation — all the elements of which 
offence:, are the same as those which have been explained in 
connection with parliamentary elections ( 0 ) ; or (5) aiding, abetting, 
counselling and procuring the offence of personation (p). 

It if^ also a corrupt practice if the candidate knowingly makes the 
prescribed declaration falsely, as in the case of a parliamentary 
election (q). 

680. The provisions as to what are illegal practices at an election 
of c< nncillors are similar to, but not identical with, those which 
obtain in the case of parliamentary elections (?•)• 

It IS an illegal practice, subject to any exception which may be 
lawfr^y allowed («), if any person makes any payment or contract 
for payment for the purpose of promoting or procuring the election 
of a candidate at an election of councillors — (a) on account of the 


(g) Soo p. 278, a7ite. 

Vti) In the eonse explained at p. 278, ante. 

( l ) This qualification covers the case of general corruption etc. mentioned in 
the next paragraph of the text. 

Uc) See p. 278, ante. 

\l) See pp. 279 — 281, ante. 

(m) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viot. 0 . 50), 8. 81. 

(n) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Viet. c. 70), 88. 3, 5. 

8 See pp. 281 et eeq., ante. 

) Municipal Elections (Oorrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Viet. c. 70), 8. 2, and Sched. III., Part I., which, upon being compared with the 
pages refeiTed to in the last note, will establish the proposition in the text. 

(gr) IMd.^ s. 21 (5); CoiTupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 
(46 & 47 Viet. c. 61), 8. 33 (7). See p. 293, anU. 

(r) Compare the Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 
47 Viet. 0 . 61), 8S. 7 et eeq., with the Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal 
Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 70), ss. 4 et seq. The decisions on this 
subject — ^many of which were given in cases of elections of councillors — were 
set out once for all, pp. 293 — 304, anfe, as the principles are common to parba- 
mentary oases and to those now under consideration. 

(«) See p. 407, post. 
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Elections, 


Sect. 2. conveyance of electors to the poll, as in the case of parliamentary 

Municipal, elections (0 ; or (b) to an elector for the use of premises for the 
exhibition of addresses etc., as in the case of parliamentary 
elections (a) ; or (c) on account of any committee-room in excess of 
the prescribed number — that is to say, if the election is for a 
borough, one committee-room for the borough, and if the election 
is for a ward, one committee-room for the w^ard, and if the number 
of electors in such borough or ward exceeds two thousand, one 
additional committee-room for every two thousand electors and 
incomplete part of two thousand electors over and above the said 
two thousand (b). 

It is also an illegal practice if any person receives such payment, 
or is a party to any such contract, knowing the same to be contrary 
to the Act (c). 

Limit of 681. It is an illegal practice, subject to such exceptions as may 

expenses. be lawfully allowed, if any candidate or agent of a candidate, or 
person on behalf of a candidate, at an election of councillors 
knowingly pays any sum or incurs any expense, whether before, 
during, or after an election, on account of or in respect 
of the conduct or management of such election, save that 
a sum may be paid and expense incurred not in excess of 
the maximum following — ^that is to say, the sum of JB25, 
and if the number of electors in the borough or ward exceeds 
five hundred, an additional amount of 3d, for each elector above 
the first five hundred electors (d). Where there are two or 
more joint candidates at such an election, the maximum amount 
of expenses must for each of such joint candidates be reduced 
by one-fourth, or if there are moie than two joint candidates, 
by one-third(e). Where two or more candidates at such election 
by themselves, or any agent or agents, hire or use the same com- 
mittee-room for such election, or employ or use the services of the 
same clerks, messengers, or polling agent at such election, or publish 
a joint address or joint circular or notice at such election, those 
candidates are deemed to be joint candidates at such election. But 
the employment and use of the same committee-room, clerks, 
messengers, or polling agent, if accidental or casual or of a trivial or 
unimportant character, is not to be deemed of itself to constitute 
persons joint candidates. A candidate may cease to be a joint 
candidate, and where any excess of expenses above the maximum 
allowed for one of two or more joint candidates has arisen owing 
to his having ceased to be a joint candidate, or to his having 
become a joint candidate after having begun to conduct his 


(t) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Viet. c. 70), 8. 4 (1) (a), (2) ; see p. 294, ante. 

(o) Ibid., B. 4 (1) (b), (2), subject to the same exception as that set out 
p. 294, ante, as to persons whose business it is to exhibit adhesses etc. (ibid,, 
8.4(8)). 

'h) Ibid,, s. 4 (1) (c), (2). 
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election as a separate candidate, and such ceasing or beginning 
was in good faith, and such excess is not more than under the 
circumstances is reasonable, and the total expenses of such candi- 
date do not exceed the maximum amount allowed for a separate 
candidate, such excess is to be deemed to have arisen from a 
reasonable cause, and an excuse may then be allowed (/). 

682. It is an illegal practice to induce or procure prohibited 
persons to vote in all cases where such inducing or procuring would 
be an illegal practice in the case of a parliamentary election {g), or 
to publish a false statement of the withdrawal of candidates in all 
( isi ; where such publication would be an illegal practice at a 
parliamentary election (h). But in either case a candidate is not to 
be liable, nor is his election to be avoided, for such an illegal 
practice if it was committed without his knowledge or consent (0* 

683. It is an illegal payment, and if the offence is committed by 
a candidiiLe or with his knowledge or consent an illegal practice (/f), to 
provide money for any payment contrary to the provisions of the 
Mu cipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884, or for 
an.'v expenses incurred in excess of any maximum amount allowed 
by oho Act, or for replacing any money expended in any such 
payment, except where the same may have been previously 
allov 3d (1). 

f34. It is an illegal payment, and if the offence is committed 
b^ the candidate or with his knowledge or consent an illegal 
prnctico(?/0j corruptly to induce or procure any person to withdraw 
fro' I bring a candidate in consideration of any payment or promise 
of pajiuont. Any person withdrawing in pursuance of such 
iii'lu cement is equally guilty (?i). 

is an illegal payment, and if the offence is committed by the 
candidate or witli his knowledge or consent an illegal practice (o), 
it any payment or contract for payment is made on account 
of bands of music, torches, flags, banners, cockades, ribbons or 
other marks of distinction in all cases where it would be such an 
illegal payment or illegal practice in the case of a parliamentary 
election (p). 

(/) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Viet, c TO), s. 0 (4). 

{g) Ibid., 8. 6 (1) ; and compare the Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention 
Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), s. 9 (1) ; see p. 296, ante. 

{h) Ibid., 8. 6 (2) ; and compare the Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention 
Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), s. 9 (2); see p. 296, ante. 

(t) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Vict. c. 70), s. 6 (3). 

(k) Ibid., s. 17 (2). 

m Ibid., s. 9; see p. 407, post. 

(m) Municipal Elections (Cormpt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Vict. c. 70), 8. 17 (2). 

(n) Ibid., s. 11 ; and compare the Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention 
Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), s. 15; see p. 301, ante. 

(o) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Vict. c. 70), 8. 17 (2). 

(p) Ibid., 8. 12; and compare the Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention 
Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), s. 16 ; see p. 301, ante. 
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685. It is an illegal employment, and if the offence is com- 
mitted by the candidate or with his knowledge or consent an illegal 
practice (g), to let, lend, or employ hackney carriages etc., or any 
carriage, horse or other animal etc., hire, borrow, or use any such 
carriage etc., for the purpose of the conveyance of electors to or 
from the poll at an election of councillors in all cases where it 
would be such an illegal employment or illegal practice at a 
parliamentary election (r), 

686. It is an illegal employment, and if the offence is committed 
by the candidate or with his knowledge or consent an illegal 
practice (s), if any person is engaged or employed for payment 
or promise of payment for any purpose or in any capacity whatever, 
except as prescribed in the case of an election of councillors, in all 
cases where such illegitimate engagement or employment would be 
an illegal employment or illegal practice in the case of a 
parliamentary election (t), 

687. It is an illegal practice if the candidate prints, publishes 
or posts, or causes to be printed, published, or posted, any bill, 
placard, or poster having reference to an election of councillors 
which fails to bear upon its face the name and address of the 
printer and publisher thereof in all cases where such act would 
be an illegal practice in the case of a parliamentary election (w). 

There is in all these cases of illegal payment the same saving for 
creditors as in the case of a parliamentary election (a). 

688. It is an illegal hiring, and if the offence is committed 
by a candidate or with his knowledge or consent an illegal 
practice (h), if any person hires or uses any premises which are 
licensed for the sale of any intoxicating liquor, or on which 
refreshment of any kind (whether food or drink) is ordinarily 
sold for consumption on the premises, or any premises where any 
intoxicating liquor is supplied to the members of a club, society or 
association, or any part of any such premises, for the purpose of 
promoting or procuring the election of a candidate, either as a 
committee-room as in parliamentary elections, or for holding a 
meeting (there being a difference herein as to the latter purpose 


{q) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Viet. 0. 70), 8. 17 (2). 

(r) Ibid., 8 . 10; and compare the Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention 
Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. o. 61), s. 14 ; see p. 303, ante. 

(s) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Viet. c. 70), 8. 17 (2). 

(<) Jbid., 8. 13; and compare the Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention 
Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), s. 17 ; see p. 302, ante. 

(m) Municipal Elections (dorrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Viet. c. 70), 8. 14 ; and compare tne Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention 
Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), s. 18; see p. 296, ante. 

a) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Viet. c. 70), s. 15 ; and compare the CoiTupt and Illegal Practices Prevention 
Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 61), s. 19 ; see p. 304, ante. 

(b) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 d; 4$ 
Vict. c. 70), s. 17 (2). 
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from the law obtaining in the case of parliamentary elections), and Sect. 2. 
the person letting or permitting the use of prohibited premises or Municipal, 
part thereof if he knew it was intended to use the same in contra- 
ventionof this provision is also guilty of illegal hiring (c). But 
this does not apply to any part of such premises which is ordinarily 
let for the purpose of chambers or offices or the holding of public 
meetings or of arbitrations if there is no direct communication with 
any part of the premises on which any intoxicating liquor or 
refreshment is sold or supplied (d). 


689. It is an illegal practice if any person makes a payment Unauthorised 
v’bere a claim in respect of any expenses incurred by or on payments, 
behalf of a candidate on account of or in respect of the conduct 
or management of such election is not sent in within fourteen 
flavs after the day of election, or where any expenses incurred 
as aforesaid are not paid within twenty-one days after the day of 
election; but if such payment is made without the sanction or 
connivance of the candidate, the election of such candidate is not 
void, nor is he to be subject to any incapacity under the Act by 
It ‘^on only of such payment having been made {e). 

it is an illegal practice if a candidate, without such authorised Failure to 
''ease as is hereafter mentioned (/), fails to make the return and return, 
declaration of expenses prescribed by law (g). 

It is not an illegal practice to make a corrupt false statement at False state- 


: municipal election (/i), nor to disturb a public meeting held in 
connection therewith (t). 


ments ; 

disturbing 

meeting. 


(v.) The Poll etc. 


690 The poll at every contested election of councillors must. Distinctions 
BO far as circumstances admit, be conducted in the same manner as polling 
the poll at a contested parliamentary election, and, subject to 
the modifications hereinafter set out, all such provisions of the 
Ballot Act, 1872 (/c), as relate to or are concerned with a poll at a 
])arliamentary election apply to a poll at a contested municipal 
election of councillors. But it is provided that the term “returning 
officer’* means the mayor or other officer who, under the law 
relating to elections of councillors, presides at such elections ; and 
the term “ petition questioning the election or return ” means any 


(c) Municipal Elections (Conupt and Illegal) Practices Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Viet. c. 70), s. 16 (1) ; and compare the Corrupt and Illegal Practices Pre- 
vention Act, 1883 (4G & 47 Viet. c. 51), s. 20 ; see p. 304, ante, 

{d) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Viet. c. 70), 8 16(2). 

(f) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Yifit, 0. 70), 8. 21 (1). 

(/) See p. 407, posL 

Ibid., s. 21 (^ ; see p. 351, post, 

(h) Because the Corrupt and Ble^ Practices Prevention Act, 1895 (58 & 59 
Viet. c. 40), does not apply to municipal elections. But note that some false 
statements may amount to fraudulent devices within the Corrupt and Illegal 
Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), s. 2, which does apply to 
municipal elections. See p. 292, ante. 

(i) See the Public Meeting Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 66), s. 1. 

{h) 36 & 36 Viet. c. 33. 
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proceeding in which an election of councillors can bo questioned. 
The mayor must provide everything which in the case of a parlia- 
mentary election is required to be provided by the returning 
officer for the purpose of a poll. All expenses must be defrayed in 
manner provided by law (/) with respect to the expenses of a 
municipal election. No return is to be made to the Clerk of the 
Crown. Nothing in the Ballot Act, 1872, is to be deemed to 
authorise the appointment of any agents of a candidate in an 
election of councillors ; but if in the case of an election of coun- 
cillors any agent of a candidate is appointed, and a notice in writing 
of such appointment is given to the returning officer, the 
provisions of the Act with respect to agents of candidates will, so 
far as respects such agent, apply in the case of that election. The 
provisions of the Act with respect to the voting of a returning 
officer, the use of a room for taking a poll, and the right to vote 
of persons whose names are on the register of voters, do not apply 
in the case of a municipal election. If a candidate dies between 
nomination and the day fixed for the poll, the returning officer 
must countermand the notice of poll (m). 

691 . An election of councillors must, except in so far as relates 
to the taking of the poll in the event of its being contested, be 
conducted in the manner in which it would have been conducted 
if the Act had not passed (n). Assessors are not to be elected in 
any ward of any municipal borough, and an election of councillors 
need not be held before the assessors or their deputies, but may 
be held before the mayor, alderman, or other returning officer 
only (o). 

692 . In the application of the provisions of the Ballot Act, 
1872 (p), to elections of councillors the following modifications are 
to be made : — 

The expression ‘‘register of voters” means the burgess roll of 
the burgesses of the borough, or, in the case of an election for the 
ward of a borough, the ward list ; and the mayor must provide true 
co]ues of such register for each polling station. 

All ballot papers and other documents which, in the case of a 
parliamentary election, are forwarded to the Clerk of the Crown 
must be delivered to the town clerk of the municipal .borough 
in which the election is held, and must be kept by him among 
the records of the borough (q) ; and the rules applying in the 
case of parliamentary elections with respect to the inspection, 
production, and destruction of such ballot papers and documents, 
and to the copies of such documents, apply respectively to the 

(/) Namely, out of the borough fund. 8e3 Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 
(45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 140. 

i m) B. V. Stewart f [1898j 1 Q. B. 552. 

n) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), s. 20. 

o) Hid., 8. 21 ; see p. 352, post 

p) 85 & 36 Viet. c. 33. 

iq) Where a criminal information was shown against a town clerk, he could 
not be compelled to keep the papers longer than the proscribed period. But if 
he destroyed them it would be a strong matter of comment (B. v. NichdetU 
(1836), 5 Ad. & El. 376). 
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ballot papers and documents so in the custody of the town clerk, 
with these modifications, namely : An order of the county court 
having jurisdiction in the borough, or any part thereof (r), or of any 
tribunal in which a municipal election is questioned, is to be 
substituted for an order of the House of Commons or of one of His 
Majesty’s superior courts ; but an appeal from such county court 
may be had in like manner as in other cases in the county court ; 
the regulations for the inspection of documents and the fees for 
the supply of copies of documents of which copies are directed to 
be supplied are to be prescribed by the council of the borough with 
the consent of one of His Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State ; 
and, subject as aforesaid, the town clerk, in respect of the custody 
and destruction of the ballot papers and other documents coming 
into his possession, is to be subject to the directions of the council 
of the borough ; nothing in the above-mentioned rules with respect 
to the day of the poll applies to an election of councillors (s). 

Subject to the above exceptions, all the rules which apply in the 
cabe of a parliamentary election as to the counting of the votes (t), 
as to the disposal of the ballot papers (?i), as to the declaration of 
t result, and as to the return of the candidate elected {x) apply 

also in the case of an election of councillors (a). 

(vi.) Return and Dedaratim as to Expenses, 

893. Within twenty-eight days after the day of election of a 

' ^uncillor every candidate at such election must send to the town 

clerk a return of all expenses incurred by such candidate or his agents 
on account of or in respect of the conduct or management of 
. -icb election, vouched (except in the case of sums under 20**.) by 
hillb stating the particulars and receipts, and accompanied by a 
declaration by tlie candidate, made before a justice, in the prescribed 
form or to the like effect {h). 

After the expiration of the time for making such return and 
declaration the candidate, if elected, must not, until he has made 
tho return and declaration, or until the date of the allowance of 
some authorised excuse, sit or vote in tho council (c). 

The return and declaration must be kept by the town clerk at 
his office, and must at all reasonable times during the twelve months 


(/ ) When the county council has made such an order, the court looks at tho 
ballot paj)ers upon a criminal trial. See U v. Beardsall (1876), 1 Q. B. 1). 4o2, 
C. C. R. ; and compare R. v. Quinlan, [1908] 2 I. E. 155. 

i s) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 30 Viet. c. 33), Schod. I., Part H. 
t) See pp. 326 et seq., ante, 
u) See pp. 329 et eeg., ante. 
x) See pp. 331 et seg., ante. 

a) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), s. 20. It is clear that the word 
poll ” in that section refers to all such matters, for the exertions are named 
and the maxim of the law is Etceptio probat regulam. See 11 Co. Hep. 41. 

Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 
48 Viet. c. 70), 8. 21 (3). The case law on this subject has been set out once for 
all, seepp. 33 i et aeq., ante. There is a curious difference between the forms used 
in parbamentary and municipal elections respectively. The “ declaration ” in 
the latter case does not m terms refer to and verify the statement of expenses 
contained in the return. 

(c) Ibid., s. 21 (4). 
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Sbot. 2. next after they are received by him be open to inspection by 
MnnicipaL any person on payment of the fee of Is,; and the town clerk 

must, on demand, furnish copies thereof, or of any part thereof, 

at the price of 2d, for every seventy-two words (d). After the 
expiration of the said twelve months the town clerk may cause the 
return and declaration to be destroyed, or if the candidate so 
require, must return the same to him {e), 

Sub-Sect, 3 . — Election of Mayor in Municipal Corporatiom, 

Time for 694 . The election of mayor takes place next after the election of 

eifiction. the councillors (/). It is essential that this order of events should 
be duly followed, since an election of the aldermen before that of 
the mayor is void, and the election of the mayor after that of the 
aldermen is likewise void {g). 

The council are bound to hold one of their four quarterly 
meetings (/a) at noon on each 9th of November (i), which is the 
ordinary day of election of the mayor (/c), unless the 9th of 
November is a Sunday or a day appointed for public fast, humilia- 
tion, or thanksgiving (each of which days is to be considered a dies 
non)y in which case the next day thereafter, not being such a dies 
norij is to be substituted (/). The election of the mayor must be 
the first business transacted at the quarterly meeting of the council 
on the day of election (in). No particular method of election is 
prescribed by law. 

On a casual vacancy the election must be held within fourteen 
days after notice in writing of the vacancy has been given to the 
mayor or town clerk by two burgesses (n). The notice of the 
meeting for the election must be sigrxed by the town clerk (o). 

Mayor is 695 . The mayor is elected by the council (p). The council 

elected by for this purpose consists of the outgoing mayor (q), the outgoing 

eoiiDcil. 

(d) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Viet. c. 70), 8. 21 (10). 

(e) Ibid.8., 21 (11). 

(/) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (46 & 4G YicU c. 60), 8.61. As to a 
mandamus for the election of a mayor, see B. v. Pembroke Corporation (1840), 
8 Dowl. 302, It was held in It. v. Owens (1869), 2 E. & E. 86, that when 
the mayor was one of the councillors to go out of office on November 1st, he 
caused a vacancy in the number of councillors, though as mayor he continued 
a member of the council till November 9th. A town councillor whose 
election is subsequently declared void cannot, prior to the avoidance of his 
election, give a valid vote for the election of a mayor (Bland v. Buchanan^ 
[1901] 2 K. B. 75). 

(f) R, V. hPOowan (1840), 11 Ad. & El. 869. See R. v. Dudley (1840), 11 
Ad. & El. 876 ; R. v. Maddy (1840), 11 Ad. & El. 878 ; R, v. Stanley (1840), 11 
Ad. & El. 882, 

(7i) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 45 Viet. o. 60), s. 22 (1), and 
Schod. II., r, 1. 

(0 Ibid,, 8. 22 (1), and Sched. II., r. 2. 

{k) Ibid,, s. 61 (1). 

(l) Ibid., 8. 230 (1). 

(m) Ibid., 8. 61 (2). 

(n) Ibid., 8. 66 (1). 

(o) Ibid., 8. 66 (2). 

ip) Ibid,, 8. 16. 

(q) Who continues in office until his successor has accepted office and has 
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aldermen (r), and the newly-elected councillors («). In the 
case of equality of votes the chairman, that is to say, the 
outgoing mayor if he be present (t), has the casting vote, even in 
cases when he is not entitled to vote at all in the first instance (a). 
A candidate for any office is precluded from acting as chairman at 
that election (6), and is incapable of acting as a returning officer (c). 
If this provision is disobeyed, and the candidate so acting as chair- 
man is returned at the head of the poll, he may be unseated on 
petition (d), 

696. The mayor must be a fit person elected as aforesaid by the 
f*^iincil from among the aldermen or councillors or persons quali- 
fied to be such(e). A woman is not disqualified, but she cannot 
by virtue of holding the office be a justice of the peace (/). When 
a salary is attached to the office of mayor, a candidate is disqualified 
from voting for himself (g). 

697. Subject to any exception to be allowed in circumstances 
to be set forth hereafter (/i), no sum must be paid and no 
♦ Dense must be incurred for or on behalf of a candidate for 
thu mayoralty, whether before, during, or after the election, 
W respect of or on account of the conduct of or management 
of such election (i). Any candidate for the mayoralty, or agent 
0 . a candidate, or person, who knowingly acts in contravention of 
this provision will be guilty of an illegal practice (A:), and if the 
offender be the candidate or his agent, the election will be avoided 
tliereby (/). 


miKlo atid subscribed the required declaration (Municipal Corporations Act, 
ISSli (da & 40 Viet. c. 50), s. 15 (3)). For acceptance of office, see title Local 

C '^VKUNMENT. 

(r) An outgoing alderman may vote although the person for whom he votes 
is an alderman {ihid., s. 61 (3)). 

(«) Ihid.y s. 102. 

(<) Ihid.^ s. 22 (1), and Sched. II., r. 9. If the mayor is absent, then the 
deputy-mayor, if chosen for tliat purpose by the memoers of the council then 
present, is to be chairman. If both the mayor and the deputy-mayor are absent 
or the deputy-mayor, being present, is not chosen, then such alderman, or in the 
absence of all the aldermen such councillor, as the members of the council then 
pT osent choose is to be chairman (ibid,). 

(a) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet c. 50), s. 61 (4). But he 
may vote in the first instance if not disqualified (Ndl v. Longhottomy [1894] 1 
Q. 11. 767). A hypothetical casting vote, to be counted only in case of there 
being found to be an equality of votes, is valid (Bland v. Buchanan^ [1901] 2 
K. B. 75). Equality of votes means equality of valid votes (ibid.). 

g R, V. Owens (1859), 2 E. & E. 86. 

E. V. White (1867), L. E. 2 Q. B. 657. 

(d) R V. Morton, [1892] 1 U. B. 39. 

(e) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 16 (1). 

If) Qualification of Women (County and Borough Councils) Act, 1907 
(7 fldw. 7, c. 33), 8. 1 (1). 

(g) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 22 (3), ai 
interpreted in Nell v. Longbottom, supra, 

(h) See p. 407, po«<. 

(t) Mumcipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet 
0. 70), B. 6 (1). 
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Sub-Sect. 4. — Election of Aldermen in Munici^pal Corporatiom* 

698. The next election in point of time after the election of the 
mayor is that of the aldermen {m). The ordinary day of election of 
aldermen is the 9th of November {n) ; and the election must be 
held at the quarterly meeting of the council immediately after the 
election of the mayor, or, if there is a sheriff, immediately after the 
appointment of the sheriff (o). 

The aldermen must befit persons elected by the council (p) ; and 
the number of aldermen is to be one third of the number of 
councillors (g). A person is not qualified to be elected or to be an 
alderman unless he is a councillor or qualified to be a councillor (r). 
If a councillor is elected to and accepts the office of alderman he 
vacates his office of councillor («). 

699. The term of ofiice of an alderman is six years {t). On the 
ordinary day of election of aldermen in every third year one half 
of the whole number of aldermen must go out of office, and their 
places must be filled by election (w). The half to go out are those 
who have been aldermen for the longest time without re-election {x). 

700. An outgoing alderman, though ‘‘mayor elect,” must not 
vote (a) ; nor may such a one vote even if he be “ mayor qualified ” 
and has made and subscribed the statutory declaration required 
from the mayor (ft). 

701. Every person entitled to vote may vote for any number of 
persons, not exceeding the number of vacancies, by signing and 
personally delivering at the meeting to the chairman a voting 
paper containing the surnames and other names and places of abode 
and description of the person or persons for whom he votes (c). If 
this provision is not complied with, then the mayor and corpora- 
tion may be compelled by mandamus to hold a new election (d). 


{m) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 50), s. 60 (1). 

(n) Ibid. 

(o) Ibid., 8. 60 (2). 

(p) Ibid,, 8, 14 (1). 

Iq) Ibid., 8, 14 (2). 

(r) Ibid., 8. 14 (3). For disqualification of councillors, see ibid,, s. 11 (2), 
(3), (4), and title Local Government. 
is) Ibid., 8. 14 (4). 
m Ibid,, 8. 14 (5). 

(w) Ibid,, 8. 14 (6) 

(») Ibid., 8. 14 (7). 
fa) Ibid., 8. 60 (3). 

(M Bndport Election Petition, Eounsell v. Suitill (1887), 19 Q. B, D. 408. As 
to tne maKing and subscribing of the statutory declaration, see title Local 
Government. 

(c) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), s. 60 (4). 

(tt) B , V. Wilton Corporation (\^^&), 34 W. E. 273. The town of Wilton was 
incorporated by charter, whereby the number of councillors was fixed at twelve, 
and temporary officers were appointed to cam out the election under the 
Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. o. 50). The first election 
was held on 2nd November, 1886, and twelve councillors were elected. On 
9th November an election was held for the purpose of electing the mayor, town 
clerk, treasurer, and four aldermen. The mayor nominate by the charter 
presided. Each councillor who voted used a blank slip of paper as a voting 
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Where the papers are inadvertently mixed so that signatures 
appear on the wrong papers but the general result is that intended, 
this inadvertence does not invalidate the voting paper (e), 

702 . The chairman as soon as all the voting papers have been 
delivered must openly produce and read them, or cause them to be 
read, and then deliver them to the town clerk to be kept for twelve 
months (/). In case of equality of votes the chairman, although 
an outgoing alderman or otherwise not entitled to vote in the first 
instance, has the casting vote (g), A casting vote for this purpose 
is a vote given after the ordinary votes have been counted and have 
been found to be equal (/i). 

The persons, not exceeding the number of vacancies, who have 
tliO greatest number of votes are to be declared by the chairman 
to be, and thereupon will be, elected as aldermen (i). 

Subject to any exception to be allowed in circumstances to be set 
forth hereafter (/c), no sum must be paid and no expense must be 
incurred for or on behalf of a candidate for the office of alderman, 
whether before, during, or after an election, in respect of or on 
account of the conduct or management of such election {1). Any 
I .ndidate for this office or agent of a candidate who knowingly acts 
in contravention of this provision will bo guilty of an illegal prac- 
L.ce (wi), and if the offender be the candidate, or his agent, the 
ilection will be avoided thereby (»0* 


Sub-Sect. 5. — Election of Elective Auditors in Municipal Corporations, 

703 . Only two of the three borough auditors are ‘‘elective 
auditors,” the third, who is called “ the mayor’s auditor,” being 
H^nicinted by the mayor (o). 

The electors are the burgesses (p), and the ordinary day of 
election is the 1st of March — this being, therefore, in the normal 
course of things, the last of the ordinary elections in point of time — 


paper. Eleven councillors voted. Nine of the papers so used were not signed 
by the persons voting, and they were not personally delivered to the chairman, 
but weio passed up to him in an iiTegular manner. These nine papers only 
contained tlie siiriianies or initials of the persons voted for ; and none contained 
the place of abode or doscrijition of the candidates. The chairman declared four 
coiiucillois duly electeii. Two voting papers wore missing after the election. 
None of the aldermen so elected made a declaration of acceptance of office. 
The court (Sir J. IIannen and Matiiew, J.) granted a rule absolute foi a 
mandamus directed to the mayor to hold an election of four aldermen. 

(e) Summers v. Moorhouse (1884), 13 Q. J3. I). 388. Evidence as to how the 
mistake came about may bo propoily held and considered on petition {ibid,), 

(/) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 50), s. 60 (5). 

Ihid.y s. 60 (6). 

7/) Bridport Election Petition^ TIowisell v. Suttill (1887), 19 Q. D. D. 498. 

[i) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 50), s. 60 (7). 

(/*;) See p. 407, post. 

(l) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Piactices) Act, 1884 (47 A 48 
Vict. c 70), s. 6 (1). 

(m) Thid.t s* 5 (2). 

(n) Ihib., 8 . 8 (2). 

(o) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 50), s. 25 (1). 

(p) Ibid, 
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Elections. 


Sect. 2. or such other day as the council, with the approval of the Local 
Municipal. Government Board, from time to time appoint {q). 

— An elector must not vote for more than one person to be elective 
auditor (?*). 

The election of elective auditors must be held at the town hall, 
or some other convenient place appointed by the mayor («). 

Save as above appears, the provisions previously set out with 
respect to the nomination and election of councillors for a borough 
not having wards apply to the nomination and election of elective 
auditors (t). 

Subject to any exception to be allowed in circumstances to be set 
forth hereafter (w), no sum must be paid and no expense incurred 
for or on behalf of a candidate for the office of elective auditor, 
whether before, during, or after an election, in respect of or on 
account of the conduct or management of such election (?(;). Any 
candidate for this office, or agent of a candidate, who knowingly 
contravenes this provision will be guilty of an illegal practice {x), 
and if the offender be the candidate, or his agent, the election will 
be avoided thereby (y), 

Sub-Sect. 6. — Election of the Councillors of a County Council, 

County 704. The council of a county and the members thereof are 

counciilore, elected in like manner as the council of a borough divided into 

wards, except as hereinafter appears (5?). 

The candidates — which expression is to be understood in the 
same sense as in the case of an election of councillors of a muni- 
cipal corporation (a) — must be persons duly qualified by law {h). 
One county councillor only is to be elected for each electoral 
division (c). 

A general election of county councillors occurs once in every 
three years. The county councillors are elected for a term of three 
years and then retire together, and their places are filled by 
a new election (d). The ordinary day of election of county 
councillors in each county is such day between the let and 8th days 
of March as the county council may fix, and if no date is so fixed is 
the 8th day of March \e). The ordinary day of election of councillors 


i q) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), s. 62 (1). 

r) Ihid.^ 8. 62 (4). 

s) Ihid.y 8. 62 (5). 

t) Ibid., 8. 62 (6). 

u) See p. 407, jmt, 

w) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Viet. c. 70), s. 6 (1). 

i x) Ibid., 8. 6 (2). 
y) Ibid., B. 8 (2). 

z) Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 41), s. 2 (1). 

a) See p. 339, ante. 

bS See title Local Government. 

(c) Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet c. 41), s. 2 (2) (e). For 
electoral divisions, see p. 358, post. 

(d) Ibid., B. 2 (2) (d). 

(e) County Councils (Elections) Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet c. 68), s. 1 (1). 
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must be fixed by the county council not less than six weeks before 
the 8 th day of March (/). 

A bye-election takes place in the event of a casual vacancy 
exactly as in the case of a borough council (< 7 ), save that no 
election of a county councillor is held to fill a casual vacancy which 
occurs within six months before the ordinary day of retirement of 
county councillors (/i) — except in the case of an electoral division 
which is co-extensive with or wholly comprised in a municipal 
borough. 

705. The returning officer for the election of county councillors 
is such person as the county council may appoint (i). The person 
..ppointed may, without prejudice to any other power, by writing 
under his hand appoint a fit person to bo his deputy for 
all or any of the purposes relating to the election of any 
such councillor, and may by himself or such deputy exercise any 
powers and do any things which a returning officer is authorised 
or required to exercise or do in relation to such election; 
and for the purposes of the election he has all the powers of the 
sheriff (A:). In applying the provisions of the law relating to 
r ’\nicipal elections to cases of the election of county councillors 
a reference to the returning officer or to the mayor or the aldermen 
j list, so far as relates to the election of any such councillor, be 
ronstrued to refer to the returning officer and any such deputy as 
auove mentioned (1) ; and similarly a reference to the town clerk, 
oO far as respects the election of any such councillor, must be 
construed to refer to the returning officer or his deputy (m). 

For the purposes of the election of county councillors for any 
-deri, oral division which is co-extensive with or wholly comprised in 
" municipal borough the mayor of the borough or some person 
".ppointed by him, or, if the mayor is dead or absent or otherwise 
‘ucapa])]e of acting, an alderman appointed by the council of the 
borough, is the returning officer; and so far as respects such 
election he must follow the instructions of the county returning 
officer. The foregoing provisions, substituting the returning 
offic.er or his deputy for the town clerk, do not apply in such a 
case (n). 

In the case of county council elections some place fixed by the 
returning officer is, except where the election is in a borough, to be 
substituted for the town clerk’s office, and, as respects the hearing 
of objections to nomination papers, for the town hall ; but such 
place must, if the electoral division is the whole or part of an urban 


(/) County Councils (Elections) Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Viet. c. 68), s. 1 (4). 

(g) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 60), s. 40 (1). 

(^) County Councils (Elections) Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 68), s. 1 (4). The 
day in question is 8th March in every third year {ibid.y s. 1). 

(i) Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 41), s. 75 (2). 

(&) Ibid., s. 75 (3). 

(l) Ibid., s. 75 (4). 

(m) Ibid., 8. 75 (5). As respects matters subsequent to the elections, a 
reference to the town clerk is to be construed to refer to the clerk of the county 
council. 

(») County Councils (Elections) Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Viet. c. 68), s. 3. 
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district, be in that district, and in any other case must be in the 
electoral division or in an adjoining electoral division (o). 

706. The returning officer may use free of charge for the 
purpose of taking the poll at such election any room in a school 
receiving a grant out of moneys provided by Parliament, and any 
room the expense of maintaining which is paid out of any local 
rate ; but he must make good any damage done to such room, and 
defray any expense incurred by the person or body of persons, 
corporate or unincorporate, having control over the same on 
account of its being so used. The returning officer may also use 
such rooms free of charge for hearing objections to nomination 
papers, and for counting votes (p). 

707. The divisions of the county for the purpose of the election 
of county councillors are called “ electoral divisions,” and not 
** wards ” (q). The divisions are to be arranged with a view to the 
population of each division being so nearly as conveniently may 
be equal, regard being had to a proper representation both of the 
rural and of the urban population and to the distribution and 
pursuits of such population, and to area, and to the last published 
census for the time being, and to evidence of any considerable 
change of population since such census (r). 

Electoral divisions must, so far as is reasonably practicable, be 
framed so that every division may be a county district or ward, or 
be comprised in one county district (s) or ward ; but when an 
electoral district is a portion of a county district or ward, and such 
portion has not a defined area for which a separate list or part of a 
list of voters is made under Iho Acts relating to the registration 
of electors, such portion must, until a new register of electors is 
made, continue to be part of the district or ward of which it 
has been treated as being part in the then current register of 
electors (t). 

Whenever under these provisions a county district is divided 
into two or more portions, every such portion must as far as 
possible consist of an entire parish or of a combination of entire 
parishes («). 

708. The law as to freedom of election and the prevention of 
corrupt and illegal practices is the same in the case of an election 
of county councillors as it is in the case of councillors of a borough ; 
there is the same limit fixed to the number of persons who may be 
employed for payment, the same limit as to the amount of expense 
which may be incurred, and the same provision as to the return and 
declaration of election expenses [w). 


(o) Local Government Act, 1888 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 41), s. 75 (7). 

Ip) Ballot Act, 1872 (36 & 30 Viet. c. 33), s. 6; Local Government Act, 
1888 (51 & 52 Viet c. 41), s. 75 (16) ({>), 

(g) Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Viet. c. 41), s. 2 (2) (e). 

I rj Ibid., 8. 51 (1). 

<) Le., an urban or rural sanitary district (ibid*, s. 100). 
t) lUd., 8. 61 (2). 
v) Ibid., 8. 61 (3^ 
w) See p. 346, anit^ 
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709. The poll (if any) commences at eight o’clock in the 
forenoon, and is kept open till eight o’clock in the afternoon of the 
same day, and no longer (x). 

Although an elector may be registered in more than one electoral 
division (y), he can only vote in one of such divisions at a general 
election of county councillors (-2?) ; nor can he, unless it be in the 
administrative county of London (a), subscribe more than one 
nomination paper at a general election, because he cannot sub- 
scribe a nomination paper in or for more than one electoral divi- 
sion (Z/), and only one councillor, as above stated, can be elected for 
each electoral division (c). 

It does not follow that the registration is without effect in any 
event, for there is nothing to prevent an elector at a series of bye- 
elections from using in each electoral division any franchise which 
he may possess, or from nominating a candidate at each such 
bye-election (d). 

710. The returning officer must forthwith, after the election of 
county councillors for the county, return the names of the person 
elected to the clerk of the county council (e). 

Save as hereinbefore appears, the law as to the election of county 
councillors is the same as that which applies to an election of the 
j»mncillors of a borough (/). 

Sub-Sect. 7. — Election of the Chairman of a County Council, 

711. A. county council consists of the chairman, aldermen, and 
councillors {g). After the election of councillors the next election 
’n point of time to be held is that of the chairman {h). His term 
of ‘office is one year (i) ; but, unless he is disqualified to hold the 
office, he is re-eligible on his ceasing to hold the office (/c), though 
uut before (Z). 


(y*) Elections (Hours of Poll) Act, 18So (-18 & 49 Viet. c. 10); Local Govern- 
ment Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Yict. c. 41), s. 75 (11). 

(7/) See p. 235, ante. 

(z) KniU V. Towse (1890), 24 Q. B. D. 697, C. A. 

(o) See London Government Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 14). 

(6) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 50), s. 61 (2), which, 
'.mitatis mutandis^ applies to a county election, an “ electoral division*’ taking the 
place of a “ward,*’ as above shown. 

(c) Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Yict. c. 41), s. 2 (2) (e). 

\d) See KniU v. Towse (1890), 24 Q. B. D. 697, C. A., and es^cially observe 
the words of Eby, L.J., as to voting more than once at the same election ; see also 
note {g) on p. 370, post. It may be also that at a general election an elector on the 
register for two electoral divisions might subscribe a nomination paper for one 
electoral division and vote for another electoral division. 

e) Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Yict. c. 41), s. 75 (8). 

’/) See pp. 339 et seg., ante. 

^g) Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Yict. c. 41), s. 1. 

Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 60), s. 61 ; Local 
Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Yict. c. 41), s. 75. 

(t) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 50), s. 15 (3) ; Local 
Government Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Yict. c. 41), s. 75. 

(A) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 50), s. 37. 

{1) Hardwick v. Brown (1873), L. R. 8 0. P. 406, 416; Futcher v. 8aunder$ 
(1885), 49 J. P. 424. 
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Save as hereinafter appears, the law relating to the election of 
the chairman is the same as that which governs the election of a 
mayor in a municipal corporation (m), but it is in terms provided 
that he is to be called “chairman” instead of “ mayor ” (n). 

The electors are the same as in the case of an election of a mayor 
in a municipal corporation (o), except that an outgoing alderman 
must not vote as alderman in the election of a chairman of a county 
council ( p). The 7th of November is the ordinary day of election (q) , 

Subject to any exception to be allowed in circumstances to be set 
forth hereafter (r), no sum must be paid and no expense must be 
incurred for or on behalf of a candidate for the position of chairman 
of a county council, whether before, during, or after the election, in 
respect of or on account of the conduct or management of such 
election («). Any candidate for this office, or agent of a candidate, 
or person who knowingly acts in contravention of this provision, 
will be guilty of an illegal practice (t\ and if the offender be the 
candidate, or his agent, the election will be avoided thereby (w). 

The chairman has no power to appoint an alderman or councillor 
to act as deputy-chairman during his illness or absence (:r). But 
the county council may from time to time appoint a member of the 
council to be vice-chairman, who will hold office during the term 
of office of the chairman (a), and, subject to any rules made from 
time to time by the county council, anything authorised or required 
to be done by, to, or before the chairman may be done by, to, or 
before such vice-chairman (6). 

The vice-chairman, however, unlike the chairman, may be 
disqualified by absence (c). 

A chairman elected to the office without his consent to his 


(m) Local Govemment Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 41), s. 75. And the rule 
forbidding j^ayments to be made or expenses incurred on behalf of his 
candidature is therefore applicable. See p. 353, ante, 

(n) Tbid.f s. 2 (5) (a). 

(o) Ihid.y 8. 75. 

(p) Ihid., 8. 75 (10). 

(7) Ibid., 8. 75 (13). 

(rl See 407, post. 

(s) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. 
0. 70), 8. 5 (Ih The law in this case is the same as in that of an election of a 


mayor. 

(t) Ibid., s. 6 (2). 

(u) Ibid., s. 8 (2). 

(x) See Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 16, and 
Loc^ Govemment Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 41), s. 75 (16) (b). A deputy- 
chairman may be appointed in the metropolis, but he is not appointed by the 
chairman. 

(a) Local Govemment Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 41), s. 2 (6). 

(b) Ibid. 

(c) Expressio unius exdusio alterivs. See Broom’s Legal Maxims (ed. 1900), 
p. 491. Note that the Local Govemment Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 41), 
B. 75 (16) (c), does not refer to vice-chairman, but does refer to deputy-chair- 
man, whose office exists only in the metropolis. It must be remembered in this 
connection that, as above indicated, s. 16 of the Municipal Corporations Act, 
1882 (45 & 46 Vici c. 50), giving the mayor power to appoint a deputy-mayor 
in certain cases, does not apply to the chairman of a county councol (Iiocal 
Gkivemment Act, 1088 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 41), b. 75 (16) (c) ). 
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nomination being previously obtained is not liable to pay a fine on Sect. 2. 
non-acceptance of office, nor is he disqualified by reason of absence (d ) . Municipal 

Sub-Sect. 8 . — Election of County Aldermen. 

712. In the case of a county council it is expressly enacted that County 
the aldermen are to be called “county aldermen ” (e). They are aldermen, 
to be elected in like manner as the aldermen of the council of a 
borough divided into wards, subject as hereinafter appears (/). 

Clerks in holy orders and other ministers of religion are not 
disqualified for being elected and being county aldermen (<;). A 
peer owning property in the county is qualified to be a county 
alderman, and so is any person who is registered as a parlia- 
mentary voter in respect of the ownership of property, of whatsoever 
tenure, situate in the county Qi). 

A county alderman must not as such vote in the election of a 
county alderman (i). 

The ordinary day of election of aldermen is the 7th of 
November (/c), the election being held at the quarterly meeting of 
the council, immediately after that of the chairman (Z). 

In particular it is to be noted that, subject to any exception to be 
ai- jwed in circumstances to be set forth hereafter {m ) , no sum must 
be paid and no expense must be incurred for or on behalf of a 
v^andidate for the office of county alderman, whether before, during, 

0 after the election, in respect of or on account of the conduct or 
management (n) of the election. Any candidate for this office, or 
any agent of such a candidate, or any person, who knowingly acts in 
contravention of this provision, will be guilty of an illegal practice ( 0 ), 
md if the offender be the candidate, or his agent, the election will 
oe avoided thereby (p). 

Sub-Sect. 9. — Election of the Councillora of an TJrhan District Council. 

(i.) Preliminary. 

713. There is as a rule no general election of all the councillors Ordinary 
of an urban district council at one time ,* but one-third as nearly election, 
ns may be of the council, and, if the district is divided into wards, 
one-third as nearly as may be of the councillors of each ward, go 

out of office on the 15th day of April in each year, and their places 
must be filled by newly-elected councillors (q). But a county 

{d) Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 41), s. 75 (16) (c). As to 
the law about acceptance of office, see title Local Government. 

(e) I hid., 8. 2 (2) (c). 

(/) Ibid., s. 2 (1). 

(g) Ibid., 8. 2 (2) (a). See also title Local Government. 

(A) Ibid,, 8. 2 (2) (b). 

(t) Ibid., 8. 2 (2) (c). 

(A) Ibid., 8. 75 (13). 

(Z) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), s. 60 (2), and Local 
Government Act, 1888 (61 & 62 Vict. c. 41), s. 75. 

(m) See p. 407, post. And the rule forbidding payments to be made or expenses 
incurred on behalf of their candidature is therefore applicable. See p. 355, ante. 

{n) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Vict. c. 70), 8. 5 (1 ). 

( 0 ) Ibid., B. 6 (2). 

(p) /Wd., 8. 8 (2). 

(q) Local Government Act, 1894 (66 & 67 Vict. c. 73), s. 23 (6). 
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council has power, on request made by a resolution of an urban 
district council passed by two-thirds of the members voting on the 
resolution, to direct that all the members of such council are to 
retire together on the 15 th day of April in every third year (r). 

The election which is held in either of the above cases is known 
as the “ ordinary” election (s). 

In the case of casual vacancies occurring “ bye-elections ” take 
place as in the case of the other bodies previously discussed (t). 
But if any such casual vacancy occurs within six months before the 
ordinary day of retirement from the office in which the vacancy 
occurs (w), it must be filled at the next ordinary election (x). 

If any difficulty arises as to the election of any individual 
councillor and there is no provision for holding another election, 
the county council may order a new election to be held, and may 
give such directions as may be necessary for the purpose of 
holding the election (a), 

714. Where an urban district is not a borough the parochial 
electors of the parishes in the district are, as above shown (/;), the 
electors of the councillors of the district, and if the district is 
divided into wards the electors of the councillors for each ward are 
such of the parochial electors as are registered in respect of qualifica- 
tions within the ward (c). Each elector may give one vote and no 
more for each of any number of persons not exceeding the number 
to be elected (d). 

715. The conduct of the election of urban district councillorE 
is subject to a body of laws specially enacted by statutory 
authority which are different in many respects from the laws 
relating to the election of councillors of a borough and county 
councillors (/). 

The clerk to the urban district council is the returning officer (g). 
If the clerk is unwilling to act as returning officer, or if the office of 
clerk is vacant at the time when any duty relative to the election 
has to be performed by the returning officer, or if the clerk from 
illness or other sufficient cause is unable to perform such duty, the 


(r) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 67 Viet. c. 73), s. 23 (6). 

(s) See Urban District Councillors Election Order, 1898, Stat. E. & O. Eev., 
Vol. rV., District Council, England, p. 8, r. 33. 

{t) See p. 340, ante. 

(w) Local Government Act, 1894 (66 & 57 Viet. c. 73), s. 48 (4) (b). 

(x) Ibid. 

(a) Ibid., B. 48 (5). 

{b) See p. 191, ante. 

(c) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 67 Viet. c. 73), s. 23 (3). 

U) Ibid., B. 23 (4). 

(e) The election must, subject to the provisions of the Act, be conducted 
according to rules framed under the Act by the statutory authority, which is 
the Local Government Board (Local Government Act, 1894 (66 & 67 Viet. c. 73), 
8. 23 (5)). The other section of the Act referred to in this section is s. 48, tbe 
effect of which is given poet, 

(/) See pp. 362 — 376. 

{g) Urban District Councillors Election Order, 1898, supra, r. 1 (1), made in 
accordance with the Local Government Act, 1694 (56 & 67 Viet. c. 73), s. 23 (6)^ 
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urban district council must appoint some other person to act as 
returning officer or to perform such of the duties of the returning 
officer as then remain to be performed, as the case may be {h). In 
any case other than those above mentioned, the returning officer 
is to be a person appointed by the county council (i). The return- 
ing officer must appoint an office for the purpose of the election (k). 
The returning officer may, in writing, appoint a fit person to be his 
deputy for all or any of the purposes relating to the election of 
urban district councillors. A deputy returning officer has all the 
powers, duties, and liabilities of the returning officer in relation to 
the matters in respect of which be is appointed as deputy (Z). 

716. The day of the election in the case of the ordinary election 
is the first Monday in April, or, if that is Easter Monday, the last 
Monday in March; or in either case such other day, not being 
earlier than the preceding Saturday or later than the following 
Wednesday, as may for special reasons be fixed by the county 
council (in). 

The day of the election in the case of an election to fill casual 
vacancies, if not held at the time of the ordinary election, is such 
as may be fixed by the clerk to the district council within one 
month after notice in writing of the vacancy has been given to the 
i hairman of the district council or to the clerk by two councillors (n). 

In any urban district the day of the election of urban district 
councillors and guardians must bo the same (o). 

717. The date for notice of election in the case of an ordinary 
election is not later than the second Friday in March, or, if the first 
Monday in April is Easter Monday, the first Friday in Marcli (j)). 
j’ho day for notice of election to fill casual vacancies, if not held at 
trie time of the ordinary elections, is not later than fourteen days 
Lei ore the day of election (g^). 

Not later than the day so prescribed the returning officer must 
prepare and sign the notice, and must cause public notice to be 
given thereof in the district by posting it on or near the principal 
door of each church and chapel in the district and in some con- 
spicuous place or places wdthin the district (r). The notice must 
be in the prescribed form or to the like effect (s). 

718. The expenses of the election — Lc., the expenses incurred 
by the returning officer in conducting it — are not to exceed the scale 
fixed by the county council (t). 


(/<) Urban District Conncillors Election Order, 18D8, r. 1 (2). 

(P JhiiLy r. 1 (3). 

(/ij) Ihid.j r. 1 (4). 

(/) Ihid.y r. 1 (o). 

(m) Ibid., r. 2 (1), and Sclied. I. (a) 

M Jhid.y r. 2 (1), and Sclieds. 1. (b) and V. 

(o) Thid,y r. 2 (2). 

(p) Ibid., Sebod. I. (a). 

(q) Ibid.y Seked. 1. (b). 

'r) All proscribed notices are to be made public in tbis manner (ibid., r. 1 
«) Ibid.y r. 3. 

t) Local Goyemment Act, 1894 (66 & 57 Viet. c. 73), s. 48 (7). 
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Any sum which may be payable to the returning officer in 
respect of his services in the conduct of the election of urban 
district councillors, or in respect of expenses incurred in relation to 
the election, is to be defrayed by the urban district council out of 
the fund or rate applicable to their general expenses (w). 

If polls for the election of urban district councillors and guardians 
are taken together, one half of any expenses which may be payable 
in respect of the two polls jointly, including the remuneration of 
any officers employed in the conduct thereof, is to be deemed to 
have been incurred in relation to the poll for the election of urban 
district councillors, and must be defrayed accordingly (w). 

Save as above mentioned, the law in relation to the proceedings 
and matters preliminary to the election is, mutatis mutandis {x)y the 
same as in the case of county council elections (a). 

The candidates must be persons duly authorised by law Q)) to be 
such, and the expression “ candidates ” bears the same meaning as 
in the case of an election of county councillors (f). 

719. In respect to the unpaid assistants, workers, and agents of a 
candidate the law is the same as in the case of county councils ; 
but there is no law restricting the number of paid assistants, workers, 
or agents which it is permissible for a candidate in an election of 
urban district councillors to employ, nor the amount of money which 
it is permissible for such a candidate to expend in remunerating 
such paid assistants, helpers, or agents at such an election {d), 

(ii.) Nomination, 

720. Each candidate for election as an urban district councillor 
must be nominated in writing (e). The nomination paper must 
state the name of the district or ward for which the candidate is 
nominated, the surname and other name or names in full of the 
candidate and his place of abode and description, and whether 
he is qualified as a parochial elector of some parish within the 
district, or by having during the whole of the twelve months 
preceding the election resided in the district. It must be signed 
by two parochial electors of the district, or, if the district is divided 
into wards, of the ward, as proposer and seconder and no more, and 
must state their respective places of abode. It must be in the 
prescribed form or in a form to the like effect (/). 


(tt) Urban District Oouncillors Election Order, 1898, r. 28 (1). 

{w) Ibid., r. 28 (2). 

(x) Ihid.j rr. 26 and 26. 

i a) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Yict. o. 73), s. 48 (3). 
bj See title Local Government. 
c) See p. 356, ante. 

a) Loc^ Government Act, 1894 (56 & 67 Viet. c. 73), s. 48 (3) (b). The 
result is that whereas a candidate for the position of county councillor may 
not spend any money in paying assistants even within the umits allowed to 
parlisonentary candidates, a candidate for the position of district councillor may 
employ an unlimited number of persons and spend an unlimited amount of 
money. 

(e) Urban District Councillors Election Order, 1898, r. 4 (1). 

(/) Ibid., r. 4 (2). 
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The name of more than one candidate must not be inserted in 
any one nomination paper (g). 

A parochial elector must not sign more nomination papers than 
there are urban district councillors to be elected for the district or 
ward for which the election is to be held (h), and must not sign a 
nomination paper for the district, or for any ward, unless he is 
registered as a parochial elector in respect of a qualification 
therein (i). He must not sign nomination papers for more than 
one ward in the urban district (k). 

If any parochial elector signs papers for more than one ward in 
the urban district, or signs a number of nomination papers larger 
than the number of urban district councillors to be elected for the 
district or ward, such of the nomination papers signed by him as 
relate to the first ward for which a nomination paper signed by him 
is received by the returning officer are alone valid, and of the 
nomination papers signed by him which relate to the district or to 
such ward, such as are first received by the returning officer up to 
the number of urban district councillors are alone valid. For this 
purpose nomination papers not properly filled up and signed are to 
Lc excluded (Z). 

Ine returning officer must provide nomination papers. Any 
p*" rochial elector may obtain nomination papers from him free of 
charge (m). 

i^^very nomination paper must be sent to the returning officer so 
th it it will be received at his office not later than twelve o’clock at 
roon on the Thursday following the notice of election in the case of 
an ordinary election of urban district councillors and not later than 
t elve o’clock at noon on the fourth day after the day on which the 
notice of election was given in the case of an election to fill casual 
vacancies, if not held at the time of the ordinary election (n). A 
nomination paper received after the prescribed time is not valid (o). 
Tbe returning officer must note on each nomination paper whether 
it was received before or after the time (p). 

The returning officer must number the nomination papers in the 
order in which they are received by him, and the first valid 
nomination paper received for a candidate is to be deemed to be the 
nomination of that candidate (q). 

721. The returning officer must as soon as practicable after the 
receipt of any nomination paper examine it and decide whether it 
has or has not been properly filled up and signed by two parochial 
electors of the district or ward and whether it is valid or invalid. 


[g) Urban District Councillors Election Order, 1898, r. 4 (3). 

(h) I bid,, T, 4.(4:), 

(t) Hid, 

(/r) 1 bid. On the same principle that he must not vote for more than one 
wai-d, as explained note (g), p. 370, post, 

e Urban District Councillors Election Order, 1898, r. 4 (5). 
t) Ibid,, r. 6. 

(n^ Ibid,, r. 6, and Sched. I. 

(o) Ibid,, r. 6. 

Ip) Ibid,, r. 6. 

(£) Ibid,, T, 7 (1). 
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Ilia decision that a nomination paper has been so filled up and 
signed and is not invalid is final, and cannot be questioned in any 
proceeding whatever (r). If he decides that a nomination paper 
is invalid, he must put a note on it to that effect, stating the grounds 
of his decision. Ho must also sign such note (s). 

After deciding that the nomination of any candidate is valid or 
(except where a nomination of the candidate has been decided to 
be valid) that a nomination paper for any candidate is invalid, the 
returning officer must not later than the day after the last day for 
the receipt of the nomination papers (<) send by post or otherwise 
notice of his decision to the candidate (a). 

722. The returning officer must make out a statement in the 
prescribed form, or in a form to the like effect, containing the names, 
places of abode, and descriptions of the persons nominated, and also 
containing a notice of his decision as regards each candidate as to 
whether he has been nominated by a valid nomination paper or 
not (t). This must be done in the case of an ordinary election not 
later than the Saturday following the Thursday fixed for tlie receipt 
of nomination papers, and in the case of elections to fill casual 
vacancies it must be done not later than the day after the last day 
for the receipt of nomination papers (c). 

The returning officer must forthwith cause a copy of the state- 
ment to bo suspended in the board room, if any, of the urban 
district council, and another to be affixed on the principal external 
gate or door of the offices of the district council. If there are no 
such offices he must cause such notice to be posted in some 
conspicuous place or places within the district {d), 

723. Any candidate may withdraw his candidature by delivering 
or causing to be delivered at the office of the returning officer within 
the time prescribed for that purpose a notice in writing of such 
withdrawal signed by him (c). The prescribed time in the case of 
ordinary elections of urban district councillors is not later than 
twelve o’clock at noon on the Tuesday which follows Uie Thursday 
appointed for the receipt of nomination papers ; in the case of 
elections to fill casual vacancies, if not held at the time of the 
ordinary election, the prescribed time is not later than twelve 
o’clock at noon on the fourth day after the last day for the receipt 
of nomination papers (/). 

724. If the number of candidates who receive valid nomina- 
tions, and who do not withdraw their candidature by delivering the 

(r) Urban District Councillors Election Order, 1898, r. 7 (2). 

\s) Ihid., r. 7 (8). 

(^) Ihid,^ r. 7 (4), Sched. I. In the case of ordinary elections this day will 
be the Eriday following the day prescribed for the receipt of nomination ])ii 2 ^er 8 
{ihid.). 

i a) Ibid, 
b) Ibid., r. 8. 
r) Ihid.^ Sched. I. 
d) Ihid.^ r. 8. 
c) Ihid.y r. 9. 

/) Ibid., Sched. I. 
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notice in writing above referred to, exceeds that of the persons to 
be elected, the councillors must be elected from amongst the persons 
nominated (g). 

If the number of valid nominations does not exceed the number 
of councillors to be elected, or if by the withdrawal of any candidate 
as above provided the number of candidates for the district is 
reduced to a number not exceeding the number to be elected, or 
if the number of candidates is otlicrwise so reduced, the returning 
oiBcor must, as early as practicable, give public notice in the dis- 
trict (h) to the effect that no poll will be taken, and that the candi- 
dates or the remaining candidates, as the case may be, will be 
dviclared to be elected ; and also, in the case of the ordinary election, 
if the number of such candidates is less than the number of urban 
district councillors to be elected that such of any retiring coun- 
idllors for the district as were highest on the poll at their election, or 
if the poll was equal or there was no poll, as shall have been selected 
for that purpose by the returning oilicer by lot to make up the 
required number, will be declared to be deemed to be re-elected (i). 

725. If there is no valid nomination the returning officer must, 
as early as practicable, give public notice in the district (/r) that no 
, oil will be taken, and, in the case of the ordinary election, that 
the retiring councillors will be declared to be deemed to be re- 
eiocted (1), and must forthwith send by post or otherwise a copy of 
: ny such notice to each of the persons who will be declared to be 
elected or to be deemed to be re-elected (m). The notice must be 
in the prescribed form appropriate to the case, or in a form to the 

-ke effect («). 

726. In place of any signature required to any of the above- 
mentioned documents it is sufficient for the signatory to affix his 
mark, if the same is witnessed by two parochial electors (o). 

No misnomer or inaccurate description of any person or place 
named in any notice or nomination paper is to hinder the 
full operation of such notice or nomination paper with respect to 
that person or place, provided the description of that person or 
place is such as to be commonly understood (p). The law upon this 
point is therefore much less strict than in any of the elections 
previously considered (a). 

727. The returning officer may use free of charge, for hearing 
objections to nomination papers, and for the purpose of taking the 
poll and for counting the votes, any room in a school receiving a 


(< 7 ) Urban District Councillors Election Order, 1898, r. 10 (1). Eor tlie law aa 
to the poll which will then take place, see p. 368, post, 

(h) As to giving notice, see p. 366, anU. 

(t) Ibid,t r. 10 ( 2 ). 

(k) See p. 366, ante, 

U) Ibid., r. 10 (3). 

(m) Ibid.f r. 10 (4). 
fn) Ibid.f r. 10 ( 0 ). 

{ 0 ) Ihid.y r. 31. 

(p) Ibid., r. 32. 

(a) See pp. 273, 342, ante. 
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grant out of moneys provided by Parliament, and any room the 
expense of maintaining which is payable out of any local rate ; but 
he must make good any damage done to such room, and defray any 
expense incurred by the person or body of persons, corporate or 
unincorporate, having control over the same on account of its being 
BO used (i). 

728. Save as aforesaid, the law as to the relation of nomination 
to election is generally speaking miitatia vivtandis (c) the same 
as in the case of an election of county councillors (d). 

(iii.) Freedom of Election and the Prevention of Corrupt and Illegal Practices, 

729. The law as to freedom of election and the prevention of 
corrupt and illegal practices in the case of an election of urban 
district councillors is, mutatis mutandis^ the same as in the case of 
the election of county councillors, except that the provisions which 
prohibit the payment of any sum and the incurring of any expense 
by or on behalf of a candidate at an election on account of or in 
respect of the conduct or management of the election (e) and those 
which relate to the time for sending in and paying claims (/) and 
those which relate to the maximum amount of election expenses (^), 
or the return or declaration respecting election expenses (h), do not 
apply to such an election (i). 

(iv.) I'he Poll, 

730. The poll must be taken by ballot, and the greater part of 
the law relating thereto is, mutatis mutandis (^), the same as that 
which prevails in municipal elections proper (1). 


(6) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Yict. c. 73), s. 48 (3) (a) ; Ballot 
Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), s. 6. 

(c) Urban District Councillors Election Order, 1898, rr. 25, 26, 

(d) See p. 356, ante, 

(e) See p. 358, ante. 

(f) See p. 358, ante. 

See p. 358, afde. 

(h) See p. 358, ante. 

(i) Local Government Act, 1894 (66 & 57 Viet. c. 73), s. 48 (3) (b) ; 
Municipal Elections (Corrupt and lUegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Vict. 
c. 70), s. 37. 

(A;) The provisions of the Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 33), which, with 
adaptations and alterations are set out in Sched. HI. to the Urban District Coun- 
cillors Election Order, 1898, and only such provisions of that Act, apply, subject 
to such adaptations and alterations to the election of urban district councillors in 
like maimer as in the case of a municipal election. Provided as follows : (a) such 
application is subject to the provisions of the order; (b) if polls are taken for 
tne election of urban district councillors and guardians, one ballot may, if the 
returning officer thinks fit, be uwd for the two elections ; but if separate ballot- 
boxes are used for the two elections respectively, no vote for any urban district 
councillor is to be rendered invalid by tne ballot paper being placed in the box 
intended for the reception of ballot papers for guarmans ; (cl the ballot papers 
used at the election of urban district councillors must be of a diffierent colour 
from that of any ballot papers used in the election of any guardians in the 
district when the polls for both elections are taken together (Urban District 
Councillors Election Order, 1898, r. 25). 

(Z) Local Government Act, 1894 (66 & 67 Vict. c. 73), s. 48 (3) ; and Ballot 
Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 33), s. 6. 
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# 31. The poll, if any, must be held on the day of election, as 
prescribed or defined above (m). The hours during which the poll 
is to be open will be such as may be fixed by the county council by 
any general or special order, or if no such order is in force in the 
district, then such hours as were applicable at the last ordinary 
election of urban district councillors or guardians ; so, however, 
that the poll will always be open between the hours of six and 
eight in the evening (n). 

In any urban district the hours during which any poll is to be 
open for the election of urban district councillors and guardians 
must be the same (o). 

732. If the urban district or any ward or wards of the district 
is or are co-extensive with the parish or united parishes for which 
an election of guardians is to be held, or with any ward or wards of 
such a parish, or if the district is not divided into wards such 
district, or, if it is divided into wards, any one ward of the district, 
includes the whole of such parish, united parishes or ward of a 
parish, the poll for the election of urban district councillors for the 
•listrict, and any poll for the election of guardians for the parish, 
united parishes, or ward, must be taken together (p). 

If the county council is of opinion, in any other case, that the 
polls for the election of urban district councillors and for the 
election of guardians can conveniently be taken together, they may 
g’ve directions accordingly to the returning ofiicers for the two 
elections, and the polls for such elections must thereupon be taken 
together {q)» 

The returning ofilcer for the election of urban district councillors 
must act as the deputy returning officer at any poll for the election 
ot guardians, if the polls for the two elections are to be taken 
together (r). 

A parish is, or where a parish is united with another parish for 
the election of guardians, the united parishes are, if wholly com- 
prised in the urban district, to be a polling district («), or to be 
bub-divided into polling districts for the election of urban district 
councillors, if a poll for the said elections and a poll for the election 
oi guardians are to be taken together (i). 

if any parish is divided into wards for the election of guardians, 
'‘ward'* must be substituted for “parish** in the proposition just 
stated (a). 

733. If any parish, united parishes, or ward of a parish for 
the election of guardians is or are divided into polling districts 


{m) Urban District Councillors Election Order, 1898, r. 11 (1). As to place 
for poll, see p. 3G7, ante, 

I n) Ibid, 

o) lbid,t r. 11 (2). 

p) Ibid.y r. 12 (1). 

q) Ihid.t r. 12 (2). 

r) Thid., r. 12 (3;. 

«) For the meaning of the phrase “ polling district,” see p. 308, awfs. 
t) Urban District Councillors Election Order, 1898, r. 13 (1) (a). 
a) Ibid,, r. 13 (1) (b). 
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Elections. 


Sect. 2. for the election of county councillors, the whoie of each polling 
Municipal, district being comprised in the parish, united parishes, or wards, 
and the lists of parochial electors are made out in separate parts 
for such polling districts, each district must, if a poll for the 
election of urban district councillors and a poll for the election of 
guardians is to be taken together, be £C polling district for the 
election of urban district councillors (b). 

Subject as aforesaid, the returning officer may, if he thinks 
lit, divide the district into polling districts for the election 
of urban district councillors, but each district must consist of 
an area for which a separate list of parochial electors will be 
available (c). 

The polling districts for the election of urban district councillors, 
and of any guardians when the polls for the two elections are to be 
taken together, must be the same (d). 

Where elei:tor 734. If tlio district is divided into polling districts, each paro- 
to vote. dual elector must give bis vote in the polling district in which 
the property in respect of which he is entitled to vote is situate, 
and if it is situate in more that one polling district ho may 
vote in any one of the polling districts in which it is situate ( 0 - 
But he must not vote in more than one such polling district (/). 
Thus, an elector who is on the register for several wards cannot, 
at an ordinary election of the whole urban district council, use all 
the votes which the register has given him ; but in the case of a 
series of casual vacancies, giving rise to a series of bye-elections, he 
may use his votes for each ward as a casual vacancy for that ward 
occurs and gives rise to such bye-election ( 9 ). If the district is 
divided into wards for the election of urban district councillors, the 


i h) Urhan District Councillors Election Order, 1898, r. 13 (1) (c), 

c) Ibid.y r. 13 (1) (d). 

d) Ibtd., r. 13 (1) (e). 

e) Ibid., r. 13 (2). 

/) Ibid, 

g) This rule contains a legislative enactment of the first importance, and 
limits the franchise which it might otherwise have been argued that the 
voter possesses. The registration laws have been careful to deprive the 
voter of more than one parliamentary vote or more than one paiish council 
vote for the same parliamentary constituency or parish, as the case may bo, 
the machinery for this purpose including the asterisks and other marks placed 
by the revising banister against the names of voters to guard against any 
plurality of votes. No such machinery exists in the case under consideration. 
It might, indeed, have been argued that the rule now being discussed was ultra 
vires; but the case of Kvill v. Tgum (1890), 24 Q. 13. D. 697 , 0. A., decided by 
Loid Esheb, M.B., and Eiiy and Lopes, L.J J., which dealt with the like question 
when it arose in connection with county council elections, showed that the fiamers 
of the rule have rightly interpreted the law, and that the fact that no machinery 
exists to prevent the voter from having a plui-ality of votes as far as the register 
is concerned does not give the voter a right to vote more than once at an 
ordinary election for the same urban district. The reason for this will appear 
from the text If any system of asterisks had been devised by which the voter 
was restricted to a franchise in any one parish, he could not have exercised his 
franchise in a series of bye-elections as he may now lawfully do. “I see no 
inconsistency in holding tnat though a person may be registered in several divi- 
sions he can only vote at the same election for one of those divisions” (per 
Lord Esheb, M.H., at p. 701). 
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wards are for this purpose to be treated as districts (h), and an elector 
is not to be permitted to vote in more than one ward (i), 

735. The returning officer must determine the number and 
situation of the polling places and polling stations (/c). But his dis- 
cretion in the matter is limited by three provisoes, namely : (i.) no 
premises licensed for the sale of intoxicating liquor are to be used 
as a polling station (1 ) ; (ii.) the polling stations for the election of 
urban district councillors and of any guardians, when the polls 
for the two elections are taken together, must be the same {m ) ; 
(iii.) when the number of parochial electors in the urban district 
01 (if the district is divided into polling districts) in any polling 
district is not more than five hundred, only one polling station must, 
unless the county council otherwise direct, be provided for the 
urban district or polling district, and so on for each additional 
five hundred parochial electors or for any less number of parochial 
electors over and above the last five hundred (n). 

736. If a poll has to be taken the returning officer must, within 
u /c clear days at least before the day of election, give public notice 
thGieof(<>). This notice must specify the day and hours fixed for 

poll(jOj the number of urban district councillors to be elected 
for the district (</), the names, place of abode and description of 
each candidate for the district whom he has decided to have been 
ii minated by a valid nomination paper and wlio has not withdrawn 
Ms candidature (r), the names of the proposer and seconder who 
signed the nomination paper of each candidate (s) , a description 
c the polling districts (if any) (t) and the situation and allotment 
of Die polling places and polling stations, and the descriptions of 
the persons entitled to vote thereat (a). The notice must be in the 
prescidbed form or to the like effect (/>). 

if polls are to be taken together in the district as to the election of 
both urban district councillors and guardians, the returning officer 
mey, if he thinks fit, give one notice only for both 2>olls, and such 
notice must bo in the prescribed form or in a form to the like 
eficct (c). 


Tlio expenses which would be charged to any ward are in such case to 
be ciiargod to the distiict (Urban District Councillors Election Older, 189 S, 
r. 29 (1)). 

{->) Ihid. The observations made in note (</) on p. 370, an<e, apjdy equally 
to this case. 


(/t) TUd , r. 14. For the moaning of the phrases “ polling places ” and 
“ polling stations,” see pp. 308 et scq.t ante. 

(l) Ibid., r. 14 (ah 

(m) Ihid.j r. 14 (b). 

8 Ibid, y r. 14 (c). 

Ibid., rr. 15 (1), 30; see p. 235, ante. 

(p) Ibid., r. 15 (1) (a). 


2 , 

: 

(P) 

(g) Ibid , r. 15 (1) 

(r) Ibid.^ r. 15 (1) 

(«) Ibid., r. 15 (l) 
m Ibid., r. 15 (1) 

la) Ibid., r. 15 (1) (f), 

lb) Ibid,, r. 15 (2). 

(c) Ibid.,r. 15 (3). 
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737. The returning officer, or some person appointed by him 
for the purpose, must preside at each polling station. The person 
presiding at any polling station is to be called the presiding officer. 
But it is provided that at any polling station the same person is to 
act as presiding officer for the election of urban district councillors 
and guardians, the polls for which are to be taken together (d). 

Tlie returning officer must furnish every polling station with a 
sufficient number of compartments in which the voters can mark 
their votes screened from observation, and must furnish each pre- 
siding officer with such number of ballot papers as may be necessary 
for effectually taking the poll at the election {e). 

738. If there are only two candidates each of them may in 
writing appoint a polling agent for each polling station, who may 
be paid or unpaid (/). If there are more than two candidates, any 
number of them, being not less than one third of the whole number 
of candidates, may, in writing, appoint one polling agent for each 
polling station, w'ho may be paid or unpaid (^r). Any such appoint- 
ment must be delivered at the office of the returning officer not 
less than two clear days before the day of the poll (h). Except 
as aforesaid, no polling agent, whether paid or unpaid, is to bo 
appointed for the purposes of the election (i). 

739. The presiding officer may, and if required by any parochial 
elector of the district or any duly aj^pointed polling agent must, put to 
any elector at the time of his applying for a ballot paper, but not 
afterwards, the following questions or one of them, and no other : 
(i.) “ Are you the person entered in the parochial register for the 

parish of [or for such and such a ward] as follows ? ** (^) 

(ii.) “Have you already voted at the present election of urban 

district councillors for the urban district council of [in this 

or any other ward (Z) ] ? ” (w). 

A person required to answer either of these questions must 
not receive a ballot paper or be permitted to vote until he has 
answered it (n). 

740. Any ballot-boxes, fittings, and compartments provided by 
or belonging to any public authority for any election (whether 
parliamentary, county council, municipal, or other) must on request, 
and if not required for immediate use by the said authority, be 
lent to the returning officer for an election of urban district coun- 
cillors, upon such conditions and either free of charge or, except 


(d) Urban District Councillors Election Order, 1898, r. 16. 

(c) Hid., r. 17. 

U) Ibid., r. 18. 

{a) Ibid, 
m Ibid, 

\i) Ibid, 

(A) Ibid», r. 19 (1) (a). The whole entry from the register must be read to the 
voter. 

{1) For the justification of this question in relation to an election of urban 
distnet councillors, see note (g), p. 370, ante* 

(m) Urban District OounciUors Election Order, 1898, r. 19 (1) (b). 

\n) Ibid,^ r. 19 (2), 
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in the prescribed cases, for such reasonable charge as may be 
prescribed (o). 

741. The expenses of any election of urban district councillors 
must not exceed the scale fixed by the county council (j)). 

Save as above appears, the law relating to the poll at an election 
of urban district councillors is, umitatis mutandis {q\ the same as that 
which obtains in an election of county councillors (?*). 

(v.) Counting the Votes. 

742. The counting of the votes is conducted by the returning 
ollicer (s). 

If the returning officer appoints a person to act as deputy return- 
ing officer for the district as regards the custody and opening of 
the ballot-boxes, the counting and recording of the votes, and the 
declaration of the number of votes given for each candidate, and 
of the election of the candidate or candidates to whom the largest 
number of votes has been given, the person so appointed has, in 
addition to his other powers and duties, all the powers and duties 
01 the returning officer in relation to such matters and to the 
decision of any question as to any ballot paper and otherwise as 
to the ballot papers (t). 

If polls for the election both of urban district councillors and 
^ruardians are taken together, the same person must discharge these 
duties in relation to both elections (a). 

The votes must be counted in the district, or in some place near 
thereto, as soon as practicable after the close of the poll (/>). 

743. If an equality of votes is found to exist between any 
candidates and the addition of a vote would entitle any of such 
candidates to be declared elected, the returning officer or deputy 
returning officer may, if a parochial elector of the district, give 
such additional vote in writing, but he is not otherwise entitled to 
vote at the election (c). If the returning officer votes in a case in 
which he is not entitled to vote, there being no equality without his 
vote, and then votes a second time by way of exercising his casting 
vote, and declares the candidate for whom he has given such two 
votes to have been duly elected, that candidate will be unseated on 
petition {d). If in such a case the returning officer or deputy 


fo) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), s. 48 (6). 

(|)) Ihid.y 8. 48 (7) By the same sub-section it was provided that If nt tho 
beginning of one month before the first election under this Act a county 
council have not framed any such scale for their county, the Local Government 
Board may frame a scale for the county, and the scale so framed shall apply to 
the first election, and shall have effect as if it had been made by the county 
council, but shall not be alterable until after tho first election.’* 
ig) Urban Distiict Councillors Election Order, 1898, n\ 25, 26. 

(r) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 67 Viet. c. 73), s. 48. 

(s) As to the free use of school-houses etc., for tho purpose, see p. 367, anfe. 
(0 Urban District Councillors Election Order, 1898, r. 20 (1). 

i a) Ibid., T. 20 (2). 
b) Ibid., r. 20 (3). 
c) Ibid., r. 21. 

d) Brittain v- Ritchie (1899), 43 Sol. Jo. 632. This case was decided 
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returning oflScer, as the case may be, is not a parochial elector of 
the district, or is unwilling to vote, he must determine by lot which 
of the candidates whose votes are equal is to be elected (e). 

744 . In the event of one or more casual vacancies being filled 
up at the ordinary election, where there is a poll, the persons 
elected by the fewest votes are to be deemed elected to fill such 
vacancies. Should there be an equality of votes between such 
persons the urban district council must determine by ballot which 
of such persons is or are to be deemed elected to fill the casual 
vacancy or vacancies. If the persons elected to fill the casual 
vacancies will hold office for different periods, the person elected by 
the fewest votes, or if the votes are equal the persons selected by the 
urban district council by ballot from the persons so elected, are 
to hold office for the shorter period. Where there is no poll the 
person or persons to be deemed to be elected to fill the casual 
vacancy or vacancies are to be determined by the urban district 
council by ballot (/). 

Subject as aforesaid, the law as to counting at an election of 
urban district councillors is, mutatis mutandis (ry), the same as that 
relating to an election of county councillors Qi). 

(vi.) Bedaration of the Result, 

745 . The declaration of the result of the poll is to be in the 
prescribed form or in a form to the like effect (t). 

The returning officer or deputy returning officer, as the case 
may be, making the declaration, must forthwith cause a copy of 
it to be affixed on the front of the building in wliich the votes 
have been counted. If the declaration is made by a deputy 
returning officer he must forthwith send it to the returning 
officer (/f). 

The returning officer must prepare and sign a notice of the 
result of the election in the district, or in all the wards of the 
district, as the case may be, and must by such notice declare to 
be elected or to be deemed to be re-elected the persons who, under 
the rule regulating the relation of nomination to election, are to be 

ppecifically upon the words of the rule in question, and the decision gave 
rise to a subsequent action in which the successful petitioner sued tlio default- 
ing returning officer under the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (4o & 46 
Vict. c. 50), s. 75, for “ refusing to conduct and declare the election as 
required by the Act.” Lawrance, J., gave judgment for the plaintiff for 
£100, being the maximum amount of the “fine recoverable by action” 
spoken of in that section. He did not decide whether he would have held the 
defendant liable in an action at common law within the piinciple of Picheriiig 
V. James (1873), L. E. 8 C. P. 489. The defendant was not held liable to forfeit 
the additional penal sum of £100 spoken of in the Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 
Vict. 0. 33), B. 11, because he was not guilty of any wilful misfensance, or any 
wilful act or omission in contravention of the Act {Brittain v. Whitehorn (1900), 
Times y March 30). 

(c) Urban District Councillors Election Order, 1898, r. 21. 

(/) IhiJ, r. 22. 

(^) lUd,y rr. 25, 26. 

(A) Local Government Act, 1894 (66 & 67 Vict. c. 73), s. 48. 

(0 Urban District Councilloi-s Election Order, 1898, r. 23 (1), 

(A) Ihid,y r. 23 (2). 
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declared to be elected or to be deemed to be re-elected without a poll 
being taken. The notice is to be in the prescribed form or in a 
form to the like effect (1), 

The returning officer must cause a copy of the notice to be 
suspended in the board room, if any, of the urban district council, 
and he must also cause public notice thereof to be given. The 
returning officer must also send copies of the notice to the persons 
elected or deemed to be re-elected (m). 

Except as above appears, the law on this subject is, mutatis 
mutandis (n), the same as in an election of county councillors (o). 


SuB“SeC3T. 10 . — ElecUon of the ChairTnan of an Urban District Council, 

746. Every urban district council must from time to time at 
their annual meeting (which is to be held as soon as may be con- 
venient after 15th April in each year) either appoint one of their 
own number or elect some other person from outside their own 
number to be chairman for one year at all meetings at which he 
is present (p). This election cannot be conducted by ballot, for the 
'tonnes of the members present at the meeting, as well as of those 
vocing, must be recorded so as to show whether each vote given 
' as in favour of a particular candidate or against him [q). 

There must be at least one-third of the full number of members 
pi.esont at the meeting, subject to this qualification, that in no case 
* ^ a larger quorum than seven members to be required (?•). 

The election is to be decided by a majority of votes of the 
members present and voting on the matter (s). In case of 
n equal division of votes the chairman has a second or casting 
vote (A. 

747. If the chairman so appointed dies, resigns, or becomes 
iijcapiahle of acting, another person is to be appointed chairman for 
the period during which the person so dying, resigning, or becoming 
incapable would have been entitled to continue in office, and no 
longer {u). If the chairman is absent from any meeting at the 
time appointed for holding the same, the members present must 
appoint one of their number to act as chairman thereat (r). 

There is no law restricting the number of paid assistants, workers, 
aiKl agents which it is permissible for a candidate for the office of 
chairman of an urban district council to employ, nor the amount of 


(Z) Urban District Councillors Election Order, 1898, r. 24 (1). 

(m) Ihid.y r. 24 (2). As to publication of notice, see r. 30. 

(n) Jhid.j rr. 25, 26. 

(o) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), s. 48. 

(p) Ibid,, B. 69 (1) ; Public Uealth Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 65), s. 199, and 
Sened. I., r. 3. 

iq) Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 66), Sched. I., r. 6. 

(r) Ibid,, r. 2. 

(«) Ibid., r. 7. 

{t) Ibid., r. 8. The law as to the casting vote is quite different from that 
which prevails in the case of an election of councillors ; see p. 373, ante, 

(m) Ibid., r. 4. 
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money which it is permissible for such a candidate to expend in 
remunerating such paid assistants, workers, and agents {x). 

748. Any urban district council other than a borough council 
may, if they think fit, appoint a vice-chairman to hold office during 
the term of office of the chairman, and the vice-chairman will in the 
absence, or during the inability, of the chairman have the powers 
and authority of the chairman (y). There is no power to appoint a 
vice-chairman from outside, as may be done in the case of a board 
of guardians (z). 

749. The council from time to time make their own regulations 
with respect to the summoning, notice, place, management, and 
adjournment of their meetings and with respect to the transaction 
and management of their business (a). These regulations must 
be duly observed, or the election may be avoided by reason of the 
irregularity (h), 

Sub-Sect. 11. — Election of Councillors of a Rural District Council. 

(i.) Dreliminary. 

750. Ordinary elections and bye-elections of rural district coun- 
cillors take place in the same circumstances as those of urban 
district councillors, their term of office and its conditions being, 
mutatis mutandis, the same (c). The candidates must be persons 
duly qualified by law {d), and the expression “ candidate bears the 
same meaning as in an election of the councillors of a municipal 
corporation (c). 

Except as hereinafter appears, the conduct of the election is also, 
mutatis mutandis, subject to the same laws(/). 


(x) Local Govemment Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), e. 48 (3) (b), contrast 
this -with the case of a candidate for the office of chaiiinan of a county council, 
who may not spend any money whatsoever on his election ; see p. 3C0, ante. 

(y) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Yict. c. 73), s. 59 (2). 

( 2 ) See p. 393, post. 

(a) Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 56), Sched. I., r. 1. 

(b) Dobson v. Fussy (1831), 7 Bing. 305. This is not an election case, but 
it IS cited to show the result of irregularity with regard to such matters as 
notices of meetings etc. In justification of an assault the defendants pleaded 
that they were “duly assembled’^ as a select vestry, and “extruded” the 
plaintiff, who was an intruder, and not a select vestryman at all. The plaintiff 
showed that one Bibbs, who was a select v-estryman, had not received due 
notice of the meeting in question ; and by reason of this irregulaiity the justifi- 
cation of the assault upon the plaintiff was held to have failed. It seems clear 
that d fortiori an election of chaiiman held in similar circumstances would be 
avoided. 

(c) Ijocal Government Act, 1894 (66 & 57 Viet. c. 73), ss. 20, 24 (4). 

Id) See title Local Goveenment. 

(c) See p. 339, ante. 

(/) See Eural District Councillors Election Older, 1898, Stat. E, & 0. Eev., 
Vol. IV., Distiict Council, England, p. 46, applicable to the case of niral 
district councillors. All the rules of that order not referred to in this sub-section 
are substantially the same as those given above, pp. 361 — *61 5, ante, in dealing with 
the election of urban district councillors. The sections which aie cited in the 
present sub-section refer to those matters which necessarily had to be separately 
dealt with in considering the election of a different body. 
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751. The election takes place in each parish within the district, 
a different returning officer officiating in each parish {g). 

The clerk to the rural district council of the rural district in 
which the parish is situate or with which it is co-extensive is to be 
the returning officer, or if there is more than one such clerk, then the 
person who acts as such clerk for the purposes of public health (h). 
If the clerk is unwilling to act as returning officer, or if the office 
of clerk is vacant at the time when any duty relative to the election 
has to be performed by the returning officer, or if the clerk from 
illness or other sufficient cause is unable to perform such duty, the 
rural district council must appoint some other person to act as 
r^‘'urning officer or to perform such of the duties of the returning 
officer as then remain to be performed as the case may be, but the 
same person must in all cases be the returning officer at the election 
of the rural district councillors and of any parish councillors to be 
elected at the same date in the parish (i). 

The returning officer must appoint some place within the union 
or rural district in which the parish is situate as an office for 
the purpose of the election (k), 

’^^^e returning officer may, in writing, appoint a fit person to be 
his deputy for all or any of the purposes relating to the election, 
u' ^ he must appoint such a deputy in the case and for the purposes 
of counting and recording the votes. A deputy returning ofiicer 
has all the powers, duties, and liabilities of the returning officer 
iu relation to the matters in respect of which he is appointed as 
deputy (Z). 

'i'lie same person is to act as deputy returning officer in 
rc pect of the election both of rural district councillors and of 
aux' nji’-ish councillors to be elected at the same date in the 
f aj ish (m). 

."52- The day of the election is in the case of the ordinary 
election of rural district councillors in any year to be the first 
Monday in April, or if that is Easter Monday, the last Monday in 
March ; or in either case, such other day, not being earlier than 
the preceding Saturday or later than the following Wednesday, as 
may for special reasons be fixed by the county council. At elections 
to fill casual vacancies, if not held at the time of the ordinary 
elections, the day of election is to be such day as may be fixed by 
the clerk to the district council in the manner prescribed for the 
case of urban district councillors (n). 

The day of election of rural district councillors in the parish and 


(g) This is to be inferred from what follows. 

(A) liural District Councillors Election Order, 1898, r. 1 (1). The reference 
is to the Public Health Act, 1875 & 39 Viet. c. 65), s. 190, by which officers 

of rural authorities are appointed for purposes relating to public health, with 
an option to the clerk of the union to take over additional duties in this con- 
neciaon or to leave such duties to an assistant to be appointed ad hoc, 

(i) Rural District Councillors Election Order, 1898, r. 1 (2). 
h) Ihid„ r. 1 (3). ^ ' 

(l) Ibid., r. 1 (4). 

(m) Ibid,, r. 1 (5). 

in) Ibid,, r. 2 (1), and Sched. 1. 
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Sect. 2, the day of election of any parish councillors to be elected on the 
Municipal, same date in the parish is to be the same (o). 

Arraignments 753. If the parisli is divided into polling districts for the election 
for combining of couiity councillors or of palish councillors^ the whole of each 
election with gi,ch district being comprised in the parish, and the lists of paro- 
wuLmore!'"^' chial electors are made out in separate parts for such districts, each 
district will be a polling district for the election of rural district 
councillors (p). If the parish is not so divided, but is divided into 
wards for the election of parish councillors, each ward will be a 
polling district for the election of rural district councillors (<7). 

If neither of the above-stated conditions applies to the parish, the 
returning officer may, if he tliinks fit, divide the parisli into polling 
districts for the election of rural district councillors, but each 
district must consist of an area for which a separate list of paro- 
chial electors will be available ; but it is provided that the parish 
must not be divided into polling districts if the population thereof, 
according to the census last published, is not three hundred or 
uj^wards (r). 

The polling districts for the election of rural district councillors 
and of any parish councillors to be elected at the same date in the 
parish must be the same (s). 

(ii.) Nomination, 

Nomination 754. The nomination paper must state the name of the parish or 
papers. other area for which the candidate is nominated, the surname or 
other name or names in full of the candidate, and his place of abode 
and description, and whether he is qualified as a parochial elector of 
some parish within the poor law union in which the rural district 
or the part of the rural district containing the parish or other 
area is comi^rised, or by having during the whole of the twelve 
months preceding the election resided in the union, or by being 
qualified to be a councillor for a borough wholly or partly situate 
within the union. It must bo signed by two parochial electors 
of the parish or other area, as proposer and seconder, and no more, 
and must state their respective places of abode. It must be in 
the prescribed form or in a form to the like effect {t). 

Notice of 766. Not later than the Saturday after the day of election in the 

Dominations, case of an ordinary election, and not later than the day after the last 
day for the receipt of nomination papers in the case of an election to 
fill casual vacancies, the returning officer must make out a statement 


0 ) Rural District CounciUors Election Order, 1898, r. 2 (2). 
V) Ihid.,T. 12(1)( ' 

1 ft /I 


Ibid., T. 12 ( 

Ibid., r. 12 ( , , , 

Ibid., r. 12 (1) (^)", Save as above appears, the law as to all preliminary 
matters is the same as in the case of the election of urban district councillors 
and the rules of the Urban District Councillors Election Order, 1898 (see pp. 361 
— 364, ante), apply, mutaiis mutandis, to the case, though the numbeiing of the 
rules is slightly different. 

(<) Rural District Councillors Election Order, 1898, r. 4 (2). A nomination 
paper at an election of rural district councillors is not invalid by reason of its 
having been signed by the proposer and seconder before the name of the 
candidate was filled in \Cox t. Davies, [1898] 2 Q. B. 202). 
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in the prescribed form, or in a form to the like effect, containing 
the names, places of abode, and descriptions of the persons nomi- 
nated as rural district councillors for the parish or the several 
parishes for which the election is to be held, and also containing a 
notice of his decision as regards each candidate as to whether he 
has been nominated by a valid nomination paper or not. He must 
forthwith cause a copy thereof to be suspended in the board room of 
the guardians of the poor law union in which any of those parishes 
are situate, and another to be fixed on the principal external gate 
or door of every workhouse of such union, and if the board room of 
the guardians is not situate at any such workhouse, on the external 

' j or door of the building in which the board room is comprised (a). 

(iii.) The Poll. 

756. If the parish is divided into polling districts, each parochial 
elector must give his vote in the polling district in which the pro- 
perty in respect of which ho is entitled to vote is situate, and if it is 
situate in more than one polling district, he may vote in any one 
(hut in one only) of the polling districts in which it is situate (if;). 
It i' parish is divided into wards for the election of rural district 
councillors the above rules, except as otherwise provided, apply to 
ej ' of such wards as if it were a parish. But it is provided that, 
if t^'G parish is so divided, an elector is not permitted to vote 
in more than one ward, and that any sum chargeable to any 
wa d must be charged to the parish in which the ward is situate 
and must be raised accordingly (c). 

"^57. The returning officer, or some person appointed by him 
for nurposG, must preside at each polling station. The person 
piTsHhng at any polling station is to be called the presiding officer. 
But li is provided that at any polling station the same person is 
to Uv^t as presiding officer for the election of rural district councillors 
and of any parish councillors to be elected at the same date in the 
parish, and that in making appointments under this rule the 
return mg officer must, as far as practicable, secure the services 
of suitable persons resident in the parish, so as to diminish 
expense (d). 

758. If an election of rural district councillors and of any parish 
councillors is held in the parish at the same date, one ballot-box 
may, if the returning officer thinks fit, be used for the two elec- 
tions; but if separate ballot-boxes are used for the two elections 


(a) Rural District Councillors Election Order, 1898, r. 8. Save as above 
appeai-s, the law as to nomination is the same as in the case of the election of 
uil)aTi district councillors, and tho rules of the Urban District Councillors 
Election Order, 1898 (see pp. 364 — 368, ante), apply, mutatia, mutandis to the 
case, though the numbering of the rules is slightly diffeient. The dates of 
tho different proceedings are arranged in a table based upon the f>amo principle 
M obtains in the Urban District Councillors Election Order, which will be found 
in Rched. I. of the Rural District Councillors Election Order, 1898. 

(/>) Rural District Councillors Election Order, 1898, r. 12 (2). See note {jg). 
p. 370, ante. 

(c) Ibid., r. 29. See note (</), p. 370, ante, 

(d) Ibid., r. 15, 
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Elections. 


Sect. 2. respectively, no vote for any rural councillor is to be rendered 
Municipal, invalid by the ballot paper being placed in the box intended for 
the reception of ballot papers for parish councillors (e). 

The ballot papers used at tlie election of rural district councillors 
for the parish must be of a different colour from that of any ballot 
papers used in the election of parish councillors held in the parish 
at the same date (/). 


Expenses. 


Parish In 
adjoining 
counties. 


Questions to 
electors. 


759 . Any sum which may be payable to tlie returning officer in 
respect of his services in taking a poll in the parish, or in respect 
of expenses incurred in relation to such poll, must be defrayed by 
the rural district council of the district, and must be charged to the 
parish in their accounts, and must be raised in like manner as any 
sums payable by the parish in respect of the general expenses of 
the rural district council (^). 

Any other sum which may be payable to the returning officer in 
respect of his services in the conduct of the election, or in respect of 
expenses incurred in relation to the election, must be defrayed by 
the rural district council of the district, and must be charged in 
their accounts as follows : (i.) if the election is the ordinary 
election, as general expenses ; and (ii.) in case of any such election 
not held at the time of the ordinary election, to the parish ; in which 
case any such sum is to be raised in like manner as any sums 
payable by the parish, in respect of the general expenses of the 
rural district council : provided that where any such sum is jmyable 
in respect of two or more parishes, the same is to be apportioned 
between them according to the number of parochial electors registered 
in such parishes respectively (//). 

If a poll for the election of rural district councillors and of any 
parish councillors is taken at the same date in the parish, one half 
of any expenses which may be payable in respect of the two polls 
jointly, including the remuneration of any officers employed in the 
conduct thereof, is to be deemed to have been incurred in relation 
to the poll for the election of rural district councillors, and is to be 
defrayed accordingly (i). 

760 . If the parish is situate in more than one administrative 
county, it will for the purposes of the election be deemed to be wholly 
situate in the county which according to the census last published 
contains the larger part of the population (j). 

761 . If the parish is united with any other parish for the election 
of rural district councillors, the questions which the presiding officer 


(e) Eural District Councillors Election Order, 1898, r. 24 (b). 

(/) Ihd., r. 24 (c). 

(g) Ibid., T. 27 (1). 

(A) Ibid., r. 27 (2). 

(») Ibid., r. 27 (3). If the jjarish is united with any other parish for the 
election of rural district councillors, the parishes must be regarded as forming 
the parish (ibid., r. 30 (1) ), but any sum which would be charged to the united 
parishes must be divided between tnem in proportion to the number of parochial 
electors registered in such parishes respectively, and are to be raised accordingly 
[ibid., r. 30 (3) ). 

{j) Ibid., T 28 
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may, and if required by any parochial elector or any polling 
agent must, put to any elector shall be as follows: ‘‘Are you 
the person entered in the parochial register for one of the united 

parishes, namely, the parish of as follows [read the whole 

entry from the register]?'' “Have you already voted at the present 
election of rural district councillors in either of such united 
parishes, or in any other parish or ward in the rural district 
of ?’’ (k). 


(iv.) Counting the Votes, 

762 . The returning officer, when he does not act as a presiding 
.fficer at any polling station for the parish, must appoint the 
presiding officer, or some one of the presiding officers, to act as 
deputy returning officer for the parish, as regards the custody and 
opening of the ballot-boxes, the counting and recording of the votes, 
and the declaration of the number of votes given for each candidate 
and of the election of the candidate or candidates to whom the 
largest number of votes has been given. The person so appointed 
will, in addition to his other powers and duties, have all the powers 
h 1 duties of the returning officer in relation to the decision of any 
question as to any ballot paper and otherwise as to the ballot 
j ipers. If the parish is divided into wards for the election either 
o'* rural district councillors or of parish councillors, but not for 
both elections, or if the parish is so divided for both elections and 
.lie wards are not the same for both elections, one deputy returning 
officer must act for this purpose for the whole of the parish (1), 

(v.) Declaration of the Result, 

763. The returning officer must prepare and sign in duplicate a 
of the result of the elections in all the parishes in the district 

i. r which elections are held, and must by such notice declare to be 
elected or to be deemed to be re-elected the persons who are to be 
declared to be elected or to be deemed to be re-elected without a 
poll being taken. The notice must be in the prescribed form or in 
a form to the like effect (la). One of these notices must be sent by 
the returning officer, as early as practicable, to the clerk of the rural 
d.. strict council and the other to the clerk to the guardians of the 
uiilim comprising the rural district or the part of a rural district, 
and copies of the notice are to be sent by the returning officer to 
the persons elected or deemed to be re-elected (w). 


ijc) Rural District Councillors Election Order, 1898, r. 30 (2). Save as above 
appears, the law as to the poll is the same as in the case of urban district coun- 
cillors, and the Urban District Councillors Election Order, 1898 (see pp. 308 — 
373, anteSy applies, mutatis mutandis^ to the case, though the nunmering of the 
rules is slightly different. 

(/) Rural District Councillors Election Order, 1898, r. 19 (1). Save as above 
appears, the law as to the counting of the votes is the same as in the case of 
urban district councillors, and the rules of the Urban District Councillors 
Election Order, 1898 (see pp. 373, 374, ante\ apply mutatis mutandis^ though 
the numbering of the rules is slightly different. 

(m) Rural District Councillors Election Order, 1898, r. 23 (1), and Sched. n. 
For meaning of “ deemed to be elected,” see p. 367, ante, 

(n) Ibid.^ T, 23 (2). 
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The returning officer must also send a sufficient number of copies 
of the notices to the overseers of all the parishes in the rural 
district for which elections are held, and the overseers of any such 
parish must cause public notice to be given thereof by posting the 
same on or near the principal door of each church and chapel in 
the parish and in some conspicuous place or places within the 
parish (o), 

Sub-Sect. 12. — Election of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of a Mural 
District CounciL 

764 . The law as to the election of the chairman and vice- 
chairman of a rural district council is the same as in the case 
of the chairman and vice-chairman of an urban district council (p). 

Sub-Sect. 13. — Election of the CouncilJora of a Parish Council, 

(i.) Preliminary, 

765 . There are no bye-elections ** by the electors generally in 
the case of councillors of a parish council, all casual vacancies 
among parish councillors being filled from time to time as they 
arise by the council itself {q). There is, therefore, only one annual 
election of the councillors of a parish council to be considered, which 
takes place at a parish meeting or at a poll consequent thereon (r). 
The candidates must be persons duly qualified by law (.s), and the 
expression “ candidate*^ bears the same meaning as in an election 
of the councillors of a municipal corporation if), 

766 . The office of returning officer is held by the same person 
who holds the office in the case of an election of rural district 
councillors {u). But in the case of a parish council election the 
clerk of the rural district council or the acting clerk must as early as 
practicable give notice to the clerk of the parish council, or, if there 
is no such clerk to the overseers of the parish, as to whether he 
himself will act as returning officer or whether some other person 
has been appointed, and, if so, as to the name of such person {x). 

But here the returning officer has not in all cases quite the same 
responsibility as in the elections hitherto considered, because all 
questions relating to the nomination of candidates for the office 
of parish councillors are decided at the parish meeting without his 

(o) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 67 Viet. c. 73), s. 59. The vico- 
chairman must not be elected from outside the council, as may be done in the 
case of a board of guardians ; see p. 393, post, 

(p) Rural District Councillors Election Order, 1898, r. 23 (3). Save as above 
stated, the law as to the declaration of the result is the same as in the case of 
urban district councillors, and the rules of the Urban District Councillors 
Election Order, 1898 (see pp. 368 — 373, ante), apply mutatis mutandis, though 
the numbering of the rules is slightly different. 

iq) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), s. 47 (4), 

(r) Ihid,, s. 48 (1). 

ffil See title Local Government. 

(f) See p. 339, ante, 

(m) See pp. 377 et seq., ante, 

(x) Parish Councillors Election Order, 1901, Stat. E. & 0. Rev., Yol. IX., 
Parish Council and Parish Meeting, England, p. 77, r. 20(3). The rest of r. 20 
of this order, providing as to who is to be the returning officer, is tlie same as 
the Rural District Councillors Election Order, 1898, r. 1, 
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assistance, as will be presently described, and even contested 
elections are often similarly dealt with. But the returning officer 
must hold a poll, when a poll is demanded, for the election of 
parish councillors under circumstances presently to be stated (a). 

767 . The parish meeting for the ordinary election of parish 
councillors must be held on the first Monday after the lOth of 
March, or if the first Monday in April is Easter Monday, the first 
Monday after the 3rd of March, or in either case such other day, 
not being earlier than the preceding Saturday or later than the 
following Wednesday, as may for special reasons be fixed by the 
county council (b). 

The meeting must be held at such an hour, not being earlier 
than six o’clock in the evening, as may be fixed by the chairman of 
the parish council (c). 

768 . The chairman of the parish council must sign and publish 
public notice of the parish meeting by posting the same on or near 
the principal door of each church and chapel in the parish, and in 
some conspicuous place or jfiaces within the parish (d), not less than 
S'., on clear days before the day for the meeting, and such notice 
must bo in the prescribed form or in a form to the like effect {a). 

if the chairman of the parish council from illness or other 
s fficient cause is unable to discharge these duties they must be 
discharged by the clerk to the parish council, or if there is no such 
Clerk by the overseers of the parish (/). 

(li.) Nomination of the Candidates and other Proceedings relating to the 
Election at the Parish Meeting. 

< 69. The returning officer must provide nomination papers and 
n furnish the clerk to the parish council, or if there is no such 
u' jrk the ov^erseers, with a supply thereof. Any parochial elector 
may obtain nomination papers from either the returning officer or 
from the clerk to the parish council or the overseers, as the case 
may be, free of charge {g). 

The nomination paper must state the surname and the other 
nr me or names in full of the candidate, and whether he is qualified 
as a parochial elector or by residence. It must be signed by two 
parochial electors of the parish, or, if the parish is divided into 
wards, of the ward, as proposer and seconder, and no more, and 
must state their respective places of abode. It must be in the 
prescribed form or in a form to the like effect (//). 

The name of more than one candidate must not be inserted in 
any one nomination paper (i). 


(a) Seo pp. 386 ef seg., post. 

(b) I’arish Councillors Election Order, 1901, r. 1 (1), 

(c) / hid., r. 1 (2). 

(d) Ibid., r. 41. 
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Elections. 


Sect. 2. Any parocliial elector of the parish may sign as many nomination 
Mnnlcipal. papers as the number of parish councillors to be elected, but no 
more. But if the parish is divided into wards for the election of 
parish councillors, a parochial elector must not sign nomination 
papers for more than one ward, and must not sign a larger number 
of nomination papers than the number of parish councillors to be 
elected for the ward (k). 

If any parochial elector signs a larger number of nomination 
papers than the number of parish councillors to be elected for the 
parish or ward, such of the nomination papers signed by him as 
are first received by the chairman of the meeting Up to the number 
of parish councillors to be so elected are alone to be valid (Z). 

Handing in 770. The chairman must ask at the meeting that nomination 
papers. papers be handed in to him, and they must be handed in accordingly. 

He must number them in the order in which they are received by 
him ; and the first valid nomination paper received by him for a 
candidate is to be deemed to be the nomination of that candidate (ni). 

If the chairman is nominated for election and he does not 
forthwith withdraw his candidature, he must call upon the meeting 
to elect some other person as chairman. The meeting must forth- 
with proceed to elect some other person as chairman of the meet- 
ing, and as soon as such other person is elected he will become 
chairman of the meeting, and the original chairman must vacate 
the chair (n). 

When it appears to the chairman that all the nomination papers 
have been handed in, and not less than fifteen minutes have elapsed 
since he took the chair, he must state to the meeting the names of 
the candidates in the alphabetical order of their surnames, and also 
their places of abode and descriptions, and the names and places of 
abode of their proposers and seconders. Before making such state- 
ment the chairman must, as regards each candidate, decide whether 
he has been nominated by a valid nomination paper (o). 

After such statement has been made, no other nomination papers 
are to be received, except in the event of withdrawals of candidates 
presently to be mentioned and in the circumstances to be stated in 
that connection (p). 

The decision of the chairman that a nomination paper is valid — 
that is to say, that it has been properly filled up and signed by two 
parochial electors — is final, and cannot be questioned in any proceed- 
ing whatever (q). If the chairman decides that a nomination paper 
is invalid he must forthwith put a note on the nomination paper 
to this effect, stating the grounds of his decision, and must sign 
such note and state the effect of it to the meeting (r). 

(h) Parish Coimcillors Election Order, 1901, r. 5 (4). 

(Z) Ihd,, r. 6 (6). Compare Bargoyne v, Cvllina (18S2), 8 Q. B. D< 150, for 
the principle of this rule, 
m) Ihid., r. 6. 
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After making the statement as to the candidates, their proposers 
and their seconders above referred to, the chairman must give 
opportunity for putting questions to such of the candidates as 
have been duly nominated and are present at the meeting, and for 
receiving explanations from them (s), 

771 . Before the names of the candidates are put to the meeting, 
or if under circumstances presently to be stated the names are not 
required to be put to the meeting, before the chairman declares the 
names of the candidates elected any candidate may withdraw his 
candidature (0. Any such withdrawal must be in writing signed by 
'he candidate, and must be handed to the chairman ; or if tlie candi- 
date is present at the meeting he may, by word of mouth, declare 
that ho withdraws his candidature, and the chairman must there- 
upon write candidature withdrawn on the back of the nomina- 
tion paper, and the candidate must sign his name or initials 
thereto (a). Except as aforesaid, no candidature is to be with- 
drawn at the meeting (h). 

If by such withdrawals the number of candidates is reduced 
; ^ow the number of persons to be elected, the chairman must, if 
desired by any parochial elector present at the meeting, allow a 

asonable time at the meeting during which further nomination 
papers may be handed in to him (c). 

If any such further nomination papers are handed in to the 
Jiairman he must make a statement to the meeting with regard to 
them, and must decide as to their validity in the manner above 
Hltited with reference to the nomination papers first received; and 
[ any of the candidates so nominated are decided by him to have 
I'oiu rhily nominated he must give opportunity for putting questions 
to such of them as are present at the meeting and for receiving 
''xpijuiations from them. The same rules as to withdrawal apipiy 
as in the case of the original candidates (d). 

772. If the candidates (including those who have been nominated 
in place of those whose candidature has been withdrawn) whose 
nominations respectively the chairman decides to be valid, and 
whose respective candidatures are not withdrawn, are not more in 
number than the persons to be elected, such candidates are to be 
doomed to be duly elected, and must be declared by the chairman 
to be elected (e), 

773 . If the candidates (including those who have been nominated 
in place of those whose candidature has been withdrawn) whose 
nominations respectively the chairman decides to be valid, and 
whose respective candidatures are not withdrawn, are more in 
number than the persons to be elected, the chairman must put 
separately to the meeting the names of the several candidates in 

'<) Parish CounciUors Election Older, 1901, r. 9. 

' Ibid., r. 10 (1). 

Ibid. 

'b) Ibid. 

c) Ibid., r, 10 (2) 

Ibid., r. 10 (3) 

(e) Ibid,, r. 11. 
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Elections. 


Sect. 2. fche alphabetical order of their surnames, and must take the votes 
Municipal, by show of hands in favour only of each candidate (/). 

The chairman must count the votes given in favour only of each 

candidate, and when the names of all the candidates have been put 
to the meeting and the votes in their favour have been taken and 
counted, he must state to the meeting the number of votes given 
for each candidate, and that, subject to a poll being demanded and 
having to be taken (g), he declares to be elected the candidates (up 
to the total number to be elected) whom he names and who have 
obtained the largest number of votes (/<). 

When poll to 774. A poll is not to be taken unless either the chairman of the 
be taken. meeting assents or a poll is demanded by parochial electors present 
at the meeting, not being less than five in number or one third of 
those present, whichever number is least (t). 

The chairman must next ask whether a poll is demanded, and 
must state the foregoing provision to the meeting, and must name 
the Act, the schedule, and the rule from which it is taken (k). 

After the chairman has made this statement a demand may be 
made that a poll shall be taken as to which of the persons whose 
names have been put to the meeting by the chairman are to be 
elected, and if either of the above-mentioned conditions precedent 
to the taking of a poll be fulfilled he must direct a poll to be taken, 
unless (i.) by the withdrawal of candidates as above provided the 
number of candidates is reduced to a number not exceeding the 
number of persons to be elected, or the number of candidates is 
otherwise so reduced ; or (ii.) the demand for a poll is withdrawn 
eitiier by all the parochial electors who made it or by such number 
of them that the number remaining is less than five or than one 
third of those present when the demand was made, whichever 
number is least : provided that if some only of the parochial electors 
who made the demand withdraw it, and the number remaining is 
less than five or than one third of those present when the demand 
was made, whichever number is least, the assent of the chairman to 
the withdrawal is required (/). 

Order of 775. The business relating to the election must be the first 

business. business transacted at the meeting, and must be completed without 
adjournment, and the chairman must allow at least ten minutes to 
elapse after he has made the statement as to the conditions on 
which the demand for a poll will be allowed before the meeting can 
be closed (w). 

If the chairman has once acceded to the demand for a poll he is 
functus officio, and it is ultra vires for him subsequently to declare 
certain candidates to have been elected {n). 

if) Parish Councillors Election Order, 1901, r. 12. 

{g) When a poll is demanded it does not always have to be taken. See next 
paragraph of the text. 

(/?) Parish Councillors Election Order, 1901, r. 13. 

(i) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), Sched. I. Part I., r. 7. 

(/c) Parish Councillors Election Order, 1901, r. 14. 

(0 Ihd,, r. 15 (1). 

(m) Iltd., r. 15 (2). 

E. V. Miles (1895), 64 L. J. (q, b.) 420. 
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(iii.) Proceedings hettveen the Parish Meeting and the Poll. 

776 . The chairman must certify under his hand the name and 
place of abode of each of the candidates declared by him to be 
elected as aforesaid. Such certificate must be in the prescribed form 
or in a form to the like effect (o). 

Not later than four o’clock in the afternoon of the day next but 
one after the meeting the chairman must, if the candidates are 
elected in the manner above appearing, cause a copy of his 
certificate to be delivered at the office of the returning officer ; or if 
a poll was demanded and directed to be taken and the demand is 
not withdrawn, he must cause to be delivered at the office of the 
returning officer a statement in writing under his hand of the 
names of the candidates in respect of whom the poll has to be 
taken, with the first valid nomination paper of each of such candidates 
annexed thereto. He must at the same time forward to the 
returning officer the other nomination papers, and inform him of 
the names of any of the candidates whose nominations he decided 
to bo invalid or whose candidature was withdrawn at the meeting (2^). 

If a poll was demanded and directed to be taken and the demand 
is not withdrawn, the chairman must on the day after the meet- 
ing send notice by post or otherwise to each candidate whoso name 
has been put to the meeting that he has been nominated and that 
a poll has been demanded ((/). 

777. If as a result of the proceedings a poll has not to be taken, 
the declaration of the chairman as to the election of the candidates 
who Lave received the largest number of votes is final, and cannot 
b^ questioned in any proceeding whatever on the ground that the 
poi\',‘‘ns declared to be elected, or any of them, were or was not duly 
•j[e(tted ]»y a majority of lawful votes (r). Perhaps, however, it may 
k'. queslioned on the ground that the election was wholly avoided 
(•y general bribery, treating, undue influence or personation (.<?), 
or on the ground that the election was avoided by corrupt 
practices (t), or on the ground that the person whose election is 
questioned was at the time of the election disqualilied (a), or on 
the ground that he was not duly elected by a majority of lawful 
votes (a), or on the ground that the election was avoided by illegal 


( 0 ) Parisli Councillors Election Order, 1901, r. 16 (1). 
ip) Ibid.f r. 16 (2). 

\o) Ibid., r. 17. 
m Ibid., r. 18. 

(a) Municipal Oorpoiations Act, 1882 (4o & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 87 (1) (a). Tho 
word “ perhaps ” in the text is necessitated by the Local Government Act, 1894 
(56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), 8ched. I., Part I., r. 5, which deals with “ every question 
to be decided by a parish meeting” and enacts that “tho decision of tlio 
chainnan shall be final, unless a jjoll is demanded.” This, however, would 
probably be held not to include, for instance, a case of bribery or of irregular 
conduct by the chairman himself. See s. 48 of the same statute, on which an 
argument may be founded in favour of the view that a petition may lie even 
when no poll has been demanded, and the Local Government (Elections) Act, 1896 
(69 Viet. c. 1), which gives the county council power to direct the holdmg ot 
a new election ; but the county council could not well try a case of bribery. 

(t) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 87 (1) (b). 

(tt) 8. 87 (1 (c). 

(a) Ibi i. s. 87 (1) (d). 
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Sect. 3. practices i&). But if this view is correct it cannot be questioned 
Municipal, on any of those grounds except by an election petition (c). 

Publication of 778. If a poll has not to be taken, the chairman, as early as prac- 
certificate. licable after the meeting, must by public notice publish his certifi- 
cate of the names and places of abode of each of the persons elected 
by posting the same on or near the principal door of each church 
or chapel in the parish, and in some conspicuous place or places 
within the parish (d), and inform each of the persons elected of the 
fact of his election (e). 

wiihdraw.'ii 779. Any candidate whose name has been put to the parish 
of candidate, meeting may not later than twelve o’clock at noon on the Tuesday 
following the Thursday after the parish meeting for the election 
withdraw his candidature by delivering, or causing to be delivered, 
at the office of the returning officer a notice in writing of such 
withdrawal signed by him (/). 

If by any such withdrawal of candidates as is last mentioned the 
number of candidates is reduced to a number not exceeding the 
number of persons to be elected, or if the number of candidates is 
otherwise so reduced, the returning officer must give public notice 
to this effect by posting the same on or near the principal door of 
each church and chapel in the parish, and in some conspicuous 
place or places in the parish, stating that no poll will be held and 
declaring the remaining candidates to bo elected (^). 

The returning officer must forthwith send by post or otherwise a 
copy of such notice to the clerk of the parish council, or if there is 
no such clerk to the chairman of the parish meeting, and in either 
case to each of the persons whom he shall have declared to be 
elected (/i). The notice is to be in the prescribed form or in a 
form to the like effect (i), 

(iv.) T/ie Foil, 

Dote of poll. 780. The poll, if any, must be held on the first Monday in 
April, or if that is Easter Monday, the last Monday in March, or 
in either case such other day, not being earlier than the preceding 
Saturday or later than the following Wednesday, as may for special 
reasons be fixed by the county council {k). 

The law as to the hours of poll, the polling districts, the polling 
places, and the polling stations and their compartments, as to the 
notice of the poll, which must be given five clear days before the 

ijb) Municipal Elections (CoiTupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Vict. c. 70), s. 25. 

(c) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 50), s. 87 (2). Compare 
Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Vict. 
c. 70), 8. 25. The county council may, however, order a new election (Local 
Government (Elections) Act, 1896 (59 Vict. c. 1), s. 1 (1)), 

(d) Parish Councillors Election Order, 1901, r. 41. 

(e) Ihid., r. 19. 

(/•) IUd.,v. 24. 

{g) Ihid., r. 25 (1). 

ih) Jhid., r. 25 (2). 

(t) Ibid., r. 25 (3). 

{*) Ibid., r. 21 (1). 
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day of poll, as to the presiding officers, as to the provision of ballot 
papers, as to polling agents, and as to the questions to he asked of 
the electors, and the result of asking such questions, is the same as 
in the case of elections of rural district councillors, as is the law as 
to the freedom of election, the prevention of corrupt and illegal 
practices, and as to counting the votes (/). 

(v.) Declaration of the BesulL 

781 . The declaration of the result of the poll must be in the 
proscribed form or in a form to the like effect (m). The returning 
officer or deputy returning officer, as the case may be, making 
the declaration must forthwith cause a copy of it to be affixed 
on the front of the building in which the votes have boon 
counted and another copy to be sent by post or otlierwise to the 
clerk of the parish council, or if there is no such clerk to the 
chairman of the parish meeting. If the declaration is made by a 
deputy returning officer, he must also forthwith send it to the 
returning officer (n). 

The returning officer must cause public notice to be given of the 
’’^^sult of the poll as declared (o) by posting the same in or near the 
principal door of each church and chapel in the parish and in 
some conspicuous place or places within the parish (p). The 
notice is (subject to the notice prefixed to the prescribed form) to be 
..1 that form or in a form to the like effect (g). In other respects 
the law is the same as in the case of an election of rural district 
councillors (a). 

Sub Sect. 14. — Election of the Chairman of a Parish Council. 

782. At the annual meeting the parish council must elect from 
ilieir own body, or from other persons qualified to be councillors of 
Jje parifdi, a chairman, who shall, unless he resigns or ceases to be 
quaiiiiod, continue in office until his successor is elected (Z^). 

The election of a chairman is the first business to be transacted 
at the annual meeting (c). 

Sub-Sect. 15. — Election of the Memhers of a Board of Quardians. 

(i.) Preliminary. 

783 . In a rural district guardians of the poor, as such, are not 
to be elected, the district councillors being ipso facto guardians of 
the poor {d), 

(/) Purish Councillors Election Order, 1901, rr. 21 — 23, 26 — 30. The rules 
are differently numbered, but are otherwise, mutatis mutandis^ identical (see 
pp. 376 — 382, ante). 

(m) Ihid., r. 33 (1). 

(n) Ihid.y r. 33 (2). 

fo) Ihid.^ r. 31. 

(p) r. 41. 

( 7 ) Ihid.y r. 34. 

(a) I hid. Compare the rules generally and the governing Acts concerning both 
— namely. Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 51 Viet. c. 73) ; llallot Act, 1872 
(35 & 30 Viet. c. 33) ; Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50) ; and 
Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Elegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 70). 

(h) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. 0 . 73), b. 3 ( 8 ). 

(cj Ihid.t Sched. I., Part 11., r. 3 

(d) Ibid., B. 24 (3). 
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In urban districts guardians of the poor are specially elected (e) 
The term of office of a guardian is three years, and one-third, as 
nearly as may be, of every board of guardians must go out of office 
on the 15th day of April in each year, and their places must be 
filled by the newly-elected guardians (/). To this there are two 
exceptions — (i.) where the county council, on the application of the 
board of guardians of any union in their county, consider that it 
would be expedient to provide for the simultaneous retirement of 
the whole of the board of guardians for the union they may direct 
that the members of the board of guardians for that union shall 
retire together on the 15th day of April in every third year, and 
such order has full effect, and where a union is in more than one 
county an order may be made by a joint committee of the councils 
of those counties (g ) ; (ii.) where in 1894 the whole of the guardians 
of any union in pursuance of an order of the Local Government 
Board retired together at the end of every third year, they must 
continue so to retire unless the county council, ora joint committee 
of the county councils, on the application of the board of guardians 
or of any district council of a district wholly or partially within the 
union, otherwise direct (/t). 

In case of the retirement of one-third or the whole of the board of 
guardians, as the case may be, an ** ordinary” election takes place(/). 

Bye-elections are also held to fill casual vacancies, as in the case 
of district councils, a returning officer not being authorised or 
required to hold an election to fill a casual vacancy which occurs 
within six months before the ordinary day of retirement, the 
vacancy in such case being filled at the next ordinary election (/c). 

784 . The election of guardians in urban districts is conducted 
according to rules made by the Local Government Board (ft, which 
in most respects are the same, inatatis miUandis, as the rules applic- 
able to election of urban district councillors {in). There are, however, 
some provisions special to the case of the election of guardians (ii), 

785 . The clerk to the guardians of the i)oor law union in which 
the parish is situate, or with which it is co-extensive, is the returning 
officer (o). The same provisions apj)ly as in the case of elections of 
urban district councillors as to who is to be returning officer if the 
clerk is unwilling, or if his office is vacant, or if he be disabled by 
illness or other sufficient cause. But there is no power in the case 
of an election of guardians for the county council to appoint any 


(c) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 67 Viet. c. 73), s. 20 (3). 

(/) I hid,, s. 20 (6). 
iff) Ibid., B. 20 (6) (a). 

(h) Ibid,, 8. 20 (6) (b). 

(ft Ibid, 

Ik) Ibid,, 8. 48 (4) (b). 

(ft Ibid,, 8. 20 (6). 

(m) See Guardians (Outside London) Election Order, 1898, 1 Stat. R. & O. 
Bev., Vol. X., Poor, England, p. 2. There is one order for the election of guar- 
dians outside London and one for the election of guardians inside Loudon. 
As to the latter, see p. 397, post, 

(n) Guardians (Outside London) Election Order, 1898. 

(o) Ibid,, r. 1 (i). 
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person in any event to be returning officer (p). The o.'erk of an 
urban district council is not entitled to act as a deputy returning 
officer unless either the parish is co-extensive with the urban 
disti ict or the county council has given directions that the polls for 
the election of guardians and those for the election of urban disti ict 
councillors be taken together (q). 

The returning officer must appoint some place witliin the union 
to be bis office for the purpose of the election (a). The candidates 
must be persons duly qualified by law (h), 

786. The nomination paper must state the name of the parish or 
other area for which the candidate is nominated, the surname and 
■ ‘ther name or names in full of the candidate and his place of abode 
and description, and whether he is qualified as a parochial elector 
of some parish within the poor law union, or, in the case of a parish 
or united parishes wholly or partly situate within the area of a 
borough, by being qualified to be elected as a councillor of that 
borough. It must be signed by two parochial electors of the parish 
or other area as proposer and seconder, and no more, and must 
state their respective places of abode. It must be in the prescribed 
: m or in a form to the like effect (c). 

A parochial elector must not sign nomination papers for more 
ill an one parish or other area in the union (d), 

(ii.) The Poll 

787. The law as to the day and hours of the poll is the 
same as in the case of urban district councillors, and, as above 
bliown (r), the polls for the t^^o elections are often taken together. 
In such case the returning officer at the election of urban district 
i ( aticillors for the urban district is to be the deputy returning 
officer for purposes in relation to the poll for the election of guardians 
lor tlj(3 parish (J ). But this can only be if either (i.) the parish is 
co-oxtensive with the urban district for which an election of urban 
district councillors is to be held other than a borough or with any 
'Aard or wards of any such urban district, or is wholly comprised 
in any such district which is not divided into wards or in any one 
ward of such a district which is divided into wards {g) ; or (ii.) the 
county council is of opinion in any other case that the polls for the 
xloction of guardians and for the election of urban district councillors 
can conveniently be taken together and give directions accordingly 
to the returning officers for the two elections (h). If the case does 
not fall within the first of these two conditions, and if no directions 
have been given by the county council in pursuance of the second, 


(/.») Guardians (Outside London) Election Order, 1898, r. 1 (2). 

It. V. Carter (1904), 68 J. P. 466. 

(a) Guardians (Outside London) Election Order, 1898, r. 1 (3). 

(Z>) See title 1.0CAL Goveunmekt. 

(c) I bid., r. 4 (2). 

(d) Ibid., T. 4 (4). 

(c) See p. 869, ante. 

(/) Ibid., r. 18 (1), to be read with the rules of the Urban District Oounoillors 
Election Order, 1898 ; see pp. 369 et sea., ante 
' ' Ibid., r. 12 (1). 

Ibid.y r. 12 (2). 


Sect. 2. 
Municipal. 


Nomination. 


Arrangement? 
for polling. 



892 


Elections. 


Sbot.S, 

Municipal. 

Statement of 
nominations. 


Polling 

districta. 


Voting. 


Place and 
method of 
counting. 


the clerk of the urban district council cannot validly act as returning 
officer for the election of guardians (i). 

788. When the two elections are taken together, immediately after 
the time prescribed as the latest time for the withdrawal of candi- 
dates the returning officer must send to each returning officer for 
the election of urban district councillors who is deputy returning 
officer as aforesaid, a statement of the persons validly nominated as 
guardians for the parish who have not withdrawn their candidatures, 
giving the surname and other name or names in full of each of sucli 
candidates, and his place of abode and description, and the names of 
his proposer and seconder, and their respective places of abode (/c). 

789. If the parish is divided into wards for the election of urban 
district councillors, including the councillors of a borough, the 
whole of each ward being comprised in the parish, and the 
list of parochial electors are made out in separate parts for such 
wards, each ward is to be a polling district for the election of 
guardians (1). 

If the parish is not so divided, but is divided into polling districts 
for the election of county councillors, or if it is not divided into 
such polling districts but is divided into polling districts for the 
election of the councillors of a borough, the whole of each 
district being comprised in the parish, and the lists of parochial 
electors are made out in separate parts for such districts, each 
district is to be a polling district for the election of guardians (in). 

If neither of the preceding paragraphs applies to the parish, the 
returning officer may, if he thinks fit, divide the parish into polling 
districts for the election of guardians (n). 

790. Save as above appears, the law as to polling districts, and 
also that as to polling places and polling stations, is, mutatis mutandis^ 
the same (o) as in the case of urban district councillors (p). When 
the parish is divided into polling districts, the elector must not 
vote — i.e., at the same election (g') — in more than one polling 
district (r). An elector must not vote in more than one parish in 
the poor law union (s), nor in more than one ward where the 
parish is divided into wards {t). 


(iii) Counting the Votes. 

791. There is no provision in the case of elections of guardians 
that the votes must be counted in the district, or in some place 
near thereto, but when the polls of both elections are taken together 
they must be counted in such district or place. In all cases they 


(t) jR. V. Carter (1904), 68 J. P. 466. 

(k) Guardians (Outside London) Election Order, 1898, r. 13 (2). 

(l) Hid., r. 14 (1) (a). 

(m) Hid., r. 14 (1) (b). 

(n) Ibid., T. 14 (1) (c). 

(o) Ibid., rr. 14, 16. 

(p) Bee pp. 369 et sea., ante. 


kTov wo9 et sea., 

Iq) See note( 5 r), p. 370, ante, 
(r) Ibid., r. 14 (2). 

(«) Ibid., r. 20 (1). 
it) lUd., r. 81. 
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must be counted as soon as practicable after the close of the poll ; 
and in all other respects the law as to the counting of the votes, 
the declaration of the result, and the casting vote of the returning 
officer is, mutatis mutandis, the same as in the case of election of 
urban district councillors (a). 

Sub-Seot. 16. — Election of the Chairman of a Board of Ouardiana. 

792 . The law as to the election of the chairman of a board of 
guardians is the same as in the case of the chairman of a district 
council (urban or rural) (b). 

A board of guardians may elect a chairman or vice-chairman and 
not more than two other persons from outside their own body, but 
from persons qualified to be guardians of the union, and any 
person so elected will be an additional guardian and member of the 
board (c). 

Sub-Seot. 17. — Elections in the Metropolis, 

(i.) In General, 

793 . The general principles of the law relating to elections in 
the metropolis are the same as those which prevail in the rest of 
iL: United Kingdom, but in matters of detail the law is in many 
) espects and for various reasons exceptional. Thus, the law relating 
iiO elections for municipal corporations (d) applies generally, nmtatis 
i ntandis, to elections concerning the corporation of the City of 
London ; but the constitution of this body is much more elaborate 
than that of an ordinary municipal corporation, and, since it 
depends upon a series of special private charters, the law of 
elections in regard to it must necessarily also be read with the 
j)rovisions of those charters. There are also various customs, 
binding in law, which are special to the case of this corporation ; and 
f OQseqiient upon those peculiarities the statute law is often modified 

ccordingly (c^). Besides the corporation of the City of London there 
now exist in the metropolis a number of metropolitan borough 
councils, whose election is regulated by special statutory rules 
peculiar in some respects to their case (f), though generally similar 
to the rules for urban district councils elsewhere (^). Again, the law 
as to county councils governing the rest of England {h) is modified in 
detail as regards elections to the London County Council (i). There 
are no parish or district councils in the metropolis (/c), so that the 

(a) Guardians (Outside London) Election Order, 1898, r. 21. As to casting 
votes, see Wafts y. Hemming (1907), 71 J. P. 504. As to certiorari, Westhury-^ 
on-Seuem Union Case (1854), 4 E. & B. 314. 

(5) See p. 375, ante, and Local Goverament Act, 1894 (56 & 67 Yict. c. 73), s. 59. 

(c) Ibid., s. 20 (8). 

(a) As set out pp. 338 et se^., ante. ^ 

(e) The principal peculiarities relating to elections in regard to the corporation 
of the City are shortly pointed out at p, 394, post. 

(/) The principal peculiarities relating to elections in regard to th« 
metropolitan borough councils are shortly pointed out at p. 395, post. 

(g) As set out pp. 361 et seq., ante. 

(h) As set out pp. 356 et aeq., ante. 

(t) The principal peculiarities relating to elections in regard to the London 
County Council are Portly pointed out at p. 397, post. 

{k) See Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), and London 
Government Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 14). 
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whole of the law set out in respect of parish and district councils (1) 
may be altogether ignored in the case of London. Finally, the 
rules as to elections of boards of guardians in London are again 
modified in some details (a), but are for the most part identical, 
mntath jnvtandis, with those which have already been set forth as 
applicable to the country generally, though there are some 
modifications in detail. 

(ii.) The Corporation of the City of London. 

794. So much of the law already set out as relates to freedom of 
election and the prevention of corrupt and illegal practices in 
municipal elections {h) applies, mutatis mutandis^ in the case of the 
City to the election of the Lord Mayor, of the aldermen, of the com- 
mon councilmen, of the sheriffs, and of any officers (c) elected by 
the Lord Mayor, aldermen, and liverymen in common-hair’ (d), 
with certain exceptions (e). 

The law as to preparations for and procedure at elections (/) 
depends partly upon private Acts of Parliament peculiar to the City, 
partly upon the special charters of the City, and partly upon Acts 
of common council dealing with the particular matter; regard 
must also be had to any customs, binding in law, which prevail in 
relation thereto (g). The procedure of voting by ballot is, however, 
applied to such elections by one of the private Acts of Parliament 
above referred to {h), and most of the provisions relating to the 
ballot under this enactment are the same as those which obtain in 
other cases ; nevertheless, it is important to observe some special 
provisions of this and other private Acts (/). 

(/) Except for tlie purpose of comparing it with the law of the metropolitan 
borough councils. 

(a) The principal peculiarities relating to elections of guardians in London 
are shortly pointed out at p. 397, post. 

See pp. ^*15 et eeq., ante. 

Ic) Including the election of the two aldermen, who must he “of the most 
Buificient and wisest citizens,” from whom the Lord Mayor is chosen (see 
Pulling, Laws, Customs, Usages, and Eegulations of tho City of London, 
(ed. 1812), p. 15), and including sherills, hridgo-masters, auditors of the City and 
liridge-house accounts, chamberlains, and the four “ ale-connors ” {d)id., p. 83). 

{d) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Viet. c. 70), 8. 35. 

(e) See p. 395, post. As to the government of the City, see title Metkopolis. 

(/) Note that the Municipal Coiporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 50), 
Part ill., being the part dealing with such preparation and procedure, is not 
made applicable to tho case of the City by the City of London Ballot Act, 1887 
(50 Vict. sees. 2, c. xiii.). 

((/) Thus, so far as the matter is not affected by tho Act cited in tho following 
note, the election of the Loid Mayor is regulated by custom. ‘Very full infor- 
mation as to this custom will be found set out in the affidavits by which 
it was proved in the Court of King’s Bench in It, v. Tarkyns (1820), 3 
B. & Aid. 668. The last charter-day for the election of Lord Mayor is the 
29th September in each year, or the day preceding if that is a Sunday 
(ihid.) It was held in that case that the election of Lord Mayor must 
nave precedence of all other business on that day (ibid.) (see Pulling, Laws, 
Customs, Usages, and Eegulations of the City of London (ed. 1842^; Norton, 
Commentaries on the History, Constitution and Chai*teied Franchises of the 
City of London ; and the Mumciml Corporations Commission ei s’ Eeport, 1837). 

(A) City of London Ballot Ac0887 (50 Vict., sess. 2, c. xiii.). 

(i) L.g., by ibid., s. 5, “ whenever a poll shall be demanded at any election 
lor aldermen or common councilmen or ward officer for any ward within 
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796. In relation to the statement that the laws for securing free- 
dom of election and preventing corrupt and illegal practices apply, 
mntatis mutandis^ to those City elections above referred to, the 
following exceptions and moditications are to be observed: — 

Any costs or expenses directed to be paid out of the borough 
fund or borough rate in cases of ordinary municipal elections 
must, if incurred in respect of the election of an alderman 
or common councilman for any ward, be paid out of the w^ard 
rate of that ward, and in any other case must be paid by the 
chamberlain of the City out of the City’s cash (/c). 

A vacancy in any office created by the decision of an election 
" ourt is to be filled by a new election, and every summoning officer is 
authorised and required to summon the electors for such election (1). 

In the case of an election of an alderman or common council- 
man a sum may be paid and expense incurred not in excess of the 
maximum fixed by law for the election of a councillor in a municipal 
corporation [m). 

In the case of an election by liverymen in common-hall a 
sum may be paid and expenses incurred, if a poll be not demanded, 
r t exceeding iJ40, and if a poll be demanded then not exceeding 
XiiSO ; and in the event of a poll being demanded such poll is to take 
'lace on the third day after the demand for a poll be made, unless such 
third day bo a Sunday, in which case the poll is to take place on the 
fourth day, and the poll is to last for one day only and commence 
A the hour of eight in the morning and close at six in the 
evening (n). 

(iii.) The Metroixihlan Borovgh Councils. 

796. A metropolitan borough council consists of a mayor, alder- 
'uon and councillors (o), and the general law relating to the election 

ho thty, the polling Bhull commence at the hour of ten in the forenoon 
of the clay next following the day fixed for the election, and shall continue 
duiing such one day only, and shall not ho kept open later than the hour of 
rix in the afternoon of such polling day, hut in all other respects shall be 
•subject to the provisions contained m 12 & 13 Viet. c. xciv., s. 6. And in 
the case of an election hy liverymen in common-hall, in the event of a poll 
being demanded, such poll shall take place on the third day after a demand for 
n poll be made, and the poll shall last for one day only, and commence at the 
Lour of eight in the morning and close at the hour of six in the evening, as 
})iov]ded by s. 35 (7) of the Muuicij)al Elections (Comipt and Illegal Practices) 
Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet c. 70).” (The exact effect of that section is set out in 
the text.) 

By 8. 6, “ Where an equality of votes is found to exist between any candidates, 
and the addition of a vote would entitle any of those candidates to be declaied 
elected, the returning officer, whether entitled or not to vote in the fiLrst 
instance, may give such additional vote hy word of mouth or in writing.” 

By 8. 11, “All expenses incurred under this Act at any municipal election 
shall be defrayed in the same manner and out of the same funds as the expenses 
of such municipal elections have respectively hitherto been defrayed.” 

There is a schedule containing modifications of the Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 
Viet. c. 33). 

(k) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Viet. c. 70), 8. 36 (3). 

(Z) I hid., s. 35 (6). 

(m) I hid., B. 35 (6) ; see p. 346, ante, 

\n) Ihid.y s. 36 (7). 

(o) London Government Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 14), s. 2 (1) ; see title 
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Sect. 2. of them is similar to that which governs the election of urban district 
Municipal, councillors (p). As in that case, the Local Government Board have 
power to make rules for the conduct of elections (q ) ; and the rules 
which they have made are similar though not identical (r). 

Day of The ordinary day of election of metropolitan borough coun- 

election. cillors is the 1st of November, and for that of the mayor and 

METKorOLTS. The number of aldermen must be one-sixth of the number of 
councillors, and the total number of aldermen and councillors for each borough 
must not exceed seventy (London Government Act, 1899 (02 & 63 Viet. c. 14), 
8. 2 (3)). 

(p) Ibid,, s. 2 (6). 

(7) Ibid., 8. 2 (5) ; and compare Local Government Act, 1894 (06 A 57 Viet. 
C. 73), ss. 23 (5), 31 (1). 

(r) For the rules relating to the election of urban district councils, see 
pp. 361 et aeq., ante. The following are the principal points in which the rules for 
the metropolitan borough councils (called “ the Metropolitan Borough Councillors 
Election Order, 1903,” Stat. E. & O. Kev., Vol. VIII., London County, p. 43) 
are peculiar to these last-named councils, or to which it seems desirable to 
direct special attention: — 

The town clerk of the borough is to be the returning officer, and he may 
appoint “ one or more ” fit persons to bo his deputy or deputies. The day for 
notice of election is to be not later than fourteen clear days before the daj’^ of 
election. The day for the receipt of nomination papers is to be not later than 
twelve o’clock at noon on the tenth day before the election. The day for sending 
notice of decision as to the validity of nomination papers and making out the 
statement as to persons nominated is to be not later than the ninth day before 
the day of election. The day for withdrawal of candidates is to be not later 
than twelve o’clock at noon on the sixth day before the day of election. The day 
for notice of poll must be two clear days at least before the election. Any 
person registered as a parochial elector of more than one ward in the borough 
may vote in any one Qiut in one only) of the wards of which he is registered as 
a parochial elector. The returning offifpr may, if he thinks fit, divide any ward 
in the borough into polling districte for the election of borough councillors, but 
each district must consist of an area for which a separate list of parochial 
electors will be available. If any ward is divided into polling districts, each 
parochial elector must give his vote in the polling district in which the property 
in respect of which he is entitled to vote is situate, and if it is situate in more 
than one polling district, he may vote in any one (but in one only) of the polling 
districts in which it is situate. 'Where the number of the parochial electors in the 
ward or (if the ward is divided into polling districts) in any polling district is not 
more than seven hundred, only one polling station is to be provided for the ward 
or polling district, and so on for each additional seven hundred parochial electors, 
or for any less number of parochial electors over and above the last seven hundred. 
If the number of candidates for any ward in the borough does not exceed 
three, each candidate may appoint a polling agent for each polling station. 
If the number of candidates exceeds three but does not exceed twenty, three 
polling agents, or if the number of the candidates exceeds twenty but does not 
exceed forty, four polling agents, or if the number of candidates exceeds forty 
but does not exceed sixty, five polling agents, or if the number of candidates 
exceeds sixty, six polling agents, may be appointed for each polling station. 
Each appointment of a polling agent must be in writing, signed by the candi- 
date or candidates making the same, and must be delivered at the office of the 
returning officer not less than two clear days before the day of the poll. But 
no candidate must sign more than one appointment of a polling agent for any 
polling station. If the number of polling agents whose appointments have 
been so delivered is more than the number allowed as aforesaid, those whose 
appointments are signed by the lar^r number of candidates up to the number 
allowed will alone bo valid ; or if, by reason of several appointments having 
the same number of signatures, the validity of the appointments cannot be 
decided as aforesaid, the returning officer must determine which of the appoint- 
ments is to have effect. Except as aforesaid no polling agent, whether paid or 
nnpaid, must be appointed for the purposes of the election. 
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aldermen the 9th of November. If either of these days is Sunday 
the following day is to be substituted (s). 

(iv.) The London County Council. 

797. The election law relating to the London County Council — 
tho county council for the metropolis it ) — is the same as that relating 
to other county councils, except that the London County Council 
may from time to time appoint any fit person to be deputy-chair- 
man and to hold ollice during the term of office of the chairman, 
and may pay to such deputy-chairman such remuneration as the 
county council may from time to time think fit (a), and that, subject 
to any rules from time to time made by the London County Council, 
anything authorised or required to be done by, to, or before the 
chairman may be done by, to, or before such deputy-chairman {b). 

(▼.) Boards of Guardians. 

798. The general law as to boards of guardians outside London 
pud in London is the same (c). But the Local Government Board, 
b}' . horn the rules for the conduct of such elections are in both cases 
uiide(d), have made some different provisions in the two cases, 
ti^uagh in the main the rules are entirely similar {c). 


(.s) Loudon Government Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 14), s. 3 (2), (3). 

(<) Tho metropolis, for this purpose, means “the City of London and the 
pan&hes and places mentioned in Scheds. A, B, and C to tho Metiopolis 
T '.inaf'emont Act, 18«5 j (18 & 19 Viet. c. 1201, as amended by subsequent 
x\( ts ’ (Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Vict. c. 41), s. 100). 

\a) I Old. t 8. 88 (a). 

'h) Ibid., s. 88 (b). 

^•) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Vict. c. 73), s. 30. 

[d) Ihtd.y 8, 23 (5). 

(0 See the Guaidians (London) Election Order, 1898, Stat. E. & 0. Ecv., 
Xol. X., Poor, England, p. 41. (The “Hamlet of Penge ” is excepted from 
Dub Ordor.^ For the rules obtaining outside London, see pp. 389 et seq., ante. 
The following are the chief points in which London rules are peculiar : — 

All provisions for and references to the holding of the election of guardians 
at tho same time as any other election are omitted ; as are the references in the 
joh's as to nominations to “ a parish or united pai’islies wholly or partly situate 
will. in the area of a borough,” and the qualification to be elected a councillor of 
that borough. The returning officer in London is not bound to furnish the 
ovei seers of the parish with a supply of ballot papers, nor is there any right 
under tho rules for a parochial elector in London to obtain nomination papers 
from either the returning officer or the overseers free of charge or at all. The 
notice, which, in tho case of the election of guardians outside London, must be 
a notice “to the effect” that no poll will be taken etc., must in London be a 
notice “ that no poll will be taken etc.” 

The rule as to polling districts in London is much shorter, and reads simply 
thus; “ (1.) The returning officer may, if he thinks fit, divide the parish into 
polling districts for the election of guardians, but each district shall consist of 
an area for which a separate list of parochial electors will be available. (2.) If 
tho parish is divided into polling districts, each parochial elector shall give his 
vote in tho polling district in which the property in respect of which he is 
entitled to vote is situate, and if it is situate in more than one polling distiict, 
he may vote in any one (but in one only) of the polling districts in which it 
is situate.” 

The whole rule (r. 23) of the Election Order governing elections of guardians 
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Sub-Sect. 18. — University Elediom {other than Parliamentary). 

799. The universities, like other private societies, have each their 
own statutes and regulations for elections other than parliamentary, 
the statutory enactments upon the subject of university elections 
not applying to any but the parliamentary elections (/). 


Part V. — Authorised Excuses and 
Exceptions. 

800. Authorised excuses and exceptions are peculiar to the law 
of elections (g). If it were not for them every corrupt or illegal 
practice by an agent of the candidate, however innocent that candi- 
date might be, would (h) avoid an election (i). If there were no 
authorised excuses or exceptions every corrupt or illegal practice, 
whatever the circumstances might be, would also necessarily make 
the person guilty of such practice liable to conviction for a criminal 
offence (k). 

Sect. 1. — In Parliamentary Elections. 

801. There are five different authorised excuses and exceptions 
which may be allowed in respect of parliamentary elections (1). 

The first is this : — Where upon the trial of an election petition 
the election court (m) reports that a candidate at such election was 
guilty by his agents of the corrupt practices of treating or undue 
influence, or of any illegal practice, in reference to such election, 
and the election court further reports that the candidate has 
proved to the court (1) that no corrupt or illegal practice was 


outside London, wLich deals with “ who is to he deemed to fill casual vacancies 
at ordinary elections,” is omitted from the London Order. 

The returning officer in London is not bound to send notices of the result of 
the election to the overseers for them to publish. 

The rule as to expenses is much shorter in London, and reads simply thus : 
“ Any sum which may be payable to the returning officer in respect of his 
services in taking a poll in the parish, or in respect of expenses incurred in 
relation to such poll, shall be defrayed by the guardians of the poor law union, 
and shall be charged to the parish in their accounts.” 

(/) See pp. 322 et seq.f ante. 

(y) Suggested by Lord Bkamwell (see Jelf’s Corrupt and Illegal Practices 
Prevention Acts (1905 ed.), p. 50). 

(A) As in the case of the offence of bribery, to which the law of authorised 
excuses does not apply (see pp. 286 et seq., ante). 

(t) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), 
88. 5, 10. 

{k) Ibid., ss. 6, 10. 

(/) Ibid., ss. 22, 23, 29 (6), (9), 34 (1). The expression “authorised excuse” 
is used in the last-named section only, but the phrase “ authorised excuses 
and exceptions ” is a convenient phrase to cover the four cases referred to, all 
of which are based upon the same principle. Strictly, however, the first of 
these “authorised excuses” is not an “authorised excuse” at all, but an 
“ exception.” See Mackinnon v. Clark, [1898] 2 Q. B. 251, C. A., whore it was 
necessary to distinguish between the two. 

(m) See pp. 408 et seq., post. 
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committed at such election by the candidate or his election agent, 
and the offences mentioned in the said report were committed 
contrary to the orders and without the sanction or connivance of 
such candidate or his election agent, and (2) that such candi- 
date (w) and his election agent (o) took all reasonable means (p) 
for preventing the commission of such practices, and (3) that 
the offences mentioned in the said report were of a trivial, 
unimportant, and limited character, and (4) that in all other respects 
the election was free from any corrupt or illegal practice on the 
part of such candidate and of his agents, then the election of such 
candidate will not, by reason of the offences mentioned in the 
1 - port, be void, nor will the candidate be subject to any incapacity 
under the Act. This is the only authorised excuse which applies 
to a corrupt practice ; and the four conditions above stated must bo 
always fulfilled before a corrupt practice can ever be excused. 
This excuse will save the seat, but does not prevent the applica- 
tion of the penalising enactments against the persons actually 
offending. The court in this case, if it finds that the four conditions 
have been satisfied, is bound to give the relief which is sought ((?). 

Tn no case can relief be given where bribery is proved (?•), nor is 
the case of personation covered by the words of the enactment («). 

802. The second authorised excuse is this : — Where on applica- 
tion made it is shown to the High Court (t) or to an election 


(n) Where there were two candidates as respondents to the petition, Wright 
and Bruce, JJ,, held, with some doubt, that this mi^^ht be read as applying to 
!ach of the candidates separately, and grunted relief to tbe one while ret using it 
lo T.Le other {Southampton Borough Case (1895), 5 O’M. & H. 17, 21). Where a 
candidate took part in a procession round the town, in which the court was 
LLiiJslled that a good deal of drinking took place, and that he must be taken 

) liave known that there was at least a danger of treating, the court refused 
to find affiimatively that this candidate “ took all reasonable moans ” to prevent 
corrupt treating, and, in the absence of such affiimative finding, held that they 
had no power to relieve under this section against an illegal act, though of a 
trivial, unimportant, or limited character {ihid., 23). 

(o) if the election agent has personally sanctioned what is illegal it is 
fatal to the election {Walsall Borough Case (1892), 4 O’M. & H. 123, 127). 

(p) See note (n), supra. 

{q) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
s 22. Note that the word in the final enacting sentence is “ shall.” The law 
intends, by this and the next section (see para. 80 i), to enable judges to relieve 
candidates from all responsibility from coirupt and illegal practices, when they 
satisfy the judges that they have done eveiythiiig on their part to render the 
election pui-e and free from corruption. But the onus lies upon any such caiidi- 
date and upon his election agent to prove, if they ask for such relief, that they 
personally took all reasonable means for preventing the commission of corrupt 
and illegal pmctices {Rochester Borow/h Case (1892), 4 O’M. & H. 156, 160). 

(r) Pontefract Case (1893), Day, 76. 

(«) CJorrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), 

B. 22. 


(i) The application is made either— -(1) by motion to the Divisional Court, 
which should, as it would seem, consist of judges upon the rota for trial of 
election petitions (see Shaw v. Reckitty [1893] 1 Q. B. 779, 781, which was not, 
however, decided upon this section), or (2) by application to tbe judge in 
chambers, who should, upon the same principle, be one of the judges upon the 
rota. The application is in either case made ex parte after notice. It may be 
made on affidavit. For a precedent of such affidavit, see Ex parte Clark (1885), 
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court, by sufficient evidence (1) that an act or omission ot a 
candidate at any election or of his election agent, or of any other 
agent or person, would, by reason of being a payment, engagement, 
employment, or contract in contravention of the laws for the 
prevention of illegal practices, or being the payment of a sum or 
the incurring of an expense or of otherwise being in contravention 
of any of such provisions, be, but for the authorised excuse, an illegal 
practice, payment, employment, or hiring (ii) ; and (2) that such act 
or omission arose from inadvertence (^0— the party not being aware 
of what was done or not knowing that it was wrong — (h) or from 


52 L. T. 260, decided under the analogous section (s. 20) of the Municipal 
Corporations (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. o. 70). 

(m) a printer guilty of an offence under s. 18 of the Act (see p. 296, ante) is 
not within this sub-section, unless he knew that he was acting in contravention 
of the Act, in which case he is not within the next sub-section {Ex partb 
Lenanton, Ex parte Pierce (1889), 53 J. P. 263), decided under the analogous 
sections of the Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 
(47 & 48 Viet. c. 70). But compare Ex parte Glark (1885), 62 L. T. 260. 

(a) An insufficient description of clerks and messengers was excused as 
inadvertent by Cave, J., in the Normch Case (1886), 4 O’M. & II. 84, 90, 91 ; 
but the learned judge rested his decision on the ground that that part of tho Act 
had never vet been interpreted. It does not, therefore, follow that tho excuse 
would be allowed again in similar circumstances. Compare the Stepney Case 
(1886), 4 O’M. & H. 34, 53, whore the illegality of the thing excused was so far 
from obvious that neither the respondent’s counsel nor the counsel for the 
Director of Public Prosecutions relied upon it until the court pointed out its 
bearing upon the recriminatory charge. 

Q>) Stepney Borough Case (1892), 4 O’M. & II. 178, 180, where streamers hung 
across the sti’eet were held to be banners within s. 16 of the Act (see pp. 301, 
302, ante). The couit said that the election agent might fairly say that the 
payments for them were “ inadvertent” in the sense that he did not know that 
they were wrong, and the payments were therefore excused under the 
section {ibid.). But where cards for hats were charged as such to the election 
account, and were paid for by the election agent, when they had been spoken of 
from the beginning as cards for hats, and had been made specially adaptable for 
being placed in hats, though no want of good faith was imputed either to the 
candidate or his election agent, the court refused to excuse this from being an 
illegal practice. There was no inadvertence, accidental miscalculation, or other 
ground of a like nature within the meaning of this section. A misconception 
of the law, it was here said, cannot be treated as inadvertence ( Walsall Borough 
Case 4 O’M. & H. 123, 129). In the Essex {South-Western Divi sum) Case 

(1886), 2 T. L. B, 388, where a sub-agent voted, not having expected that he 
would be paid for his work as sub-agent, but afterwards received something as 
an honorarium,” he did not have relief. In Ex parte Ayrton (1885), 2 T. L. R. 
215, the candidate had spent extra money in contradicting untrue reports. He 
was excused ; but part of the money had been spent owing to a mistake in 
the accounts. The statute was passed for the very object of relieving candi- 
dates from the entirely unjust and disproportioned consequences of trifling 
defaults {East Clare Case (1892), Day, 161, 164). “To unseat a member of 
whom we thought that he on his part was not only free from personal corrup- 
tion, but had t^en eveiy possible precaution to prevent coiTuption and illegal 
practices, would be doing something which, so far from assisting purity of 
election, would on the contrary lead to impurity of election ” {Rochester Case 
(1892), Day, 98, per Vaughan Williams, J., at p. 104). Under the corresponding 
section (s. 20) of the Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 
1884 (47 & 48 Vick o. 70), many applications have been made, and as the 
principles and practice in such cases are the same as in parliamentary cases, 
it will be convenient to refer to them as well as to parliamentary cases in the 
present note. Some substantial explanation of the inadvertence must be given 
by the applicant Where the applicant, a solicitor’s derk, an experienced mam 
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accidental miscalculation, or from some other reasonable cause of a 


who had already gone through two elections, swore, ** At the time when my 
return ought to nave been made, my wife, who 1ms had the misfortune to have 
her leg amputated, was seriously ill, and for four niglits I had no rest ; it was 
this fact alone which upset mo and made me forget,” and the amputation 
referred to had taken place fifteen years previously. Wills, J., said : ** The 
application for relief cannot be granted. There is nothing but the bare state- 
ment that the omission to make the return and declaration was occasioned by 
inadvertence. There is no corroboration of that statement and no corroboration 
by a medical man in support of the medical statements. The affidavit is hardly 
a candid one. I do not see how we could ever refuse relief in those cases if we 
granted it in this instance” {Ex parte Ilaaeldxne (189d), 69 J. P. 71). 

Whore a candidate agreed to pay an election agent in a municipal case, but, 
liuding out the illegality of the proposed course of action, did not pay him, ho 
was excused {Brentwood Case, Ex parte Montgomery (county council election! 
(1889), 6 T. L. E. 198). If a man goes to an experienced man for advice, ana 
is misled, it is so much in his favour {Kew Bridge Biuieion Case, Ex parte 
Layton and Woodhridye (county council election) (1889), ibid.). The employ- 
ment of a paid agent was excused, where the fact of his being paid was not 
likely to influence the election {Re laleworth Division Election, Ex parte Measfrm 
(county council election) (1889), 5 T. L. R. 221). Where twelve non-voters and 
one voter were employed as paid messengers, the statutory maximum being two, 
•'in candidate was excused, as he had thought that ho was allowed to employ as 
111 ay non-voters as he pleased {Dunchurch Division Case, Ex parte Darlington 
(county council election) (1889), 5 T. L. B. 183). 

An excuse was allowed for holding a meeting on licensed premises in a 
county council election, as the Act applying this law to county council 
c.jctions was new, but the applicant had to bear the costs of the application 
^ Re Benuinqton Electoral Division Election, Ex parte Hutchinson (1888), 5 
r. L. 11. 13(5). Meetings held on licensed premises were excused m favour of the 
candidate, and the publican where the refreshments wore paid for by the persons 
to whom they were served {Re West Dorchester Election, Ex parte 0-regorg and 
v'rosi (county council election) (1889), 5 T. L. B. 221). Whore a meeting was 
i u>, ’ I into licensed promises by reason of a sudden storm, relief was granted 
{SvreAiia7n Division Case, (1889), 5 T. L. B. 196). 

Where the printer’s name is given, the omission of the publisher’s name has 
boon excused {Newbury Case, Ex parte Bgrch (county council election) (1889), 
0 T, L. B. 196!. 

An excuse has been allowed for issuing an election address without the 
nrm tor’s name upon it in a county council election {Re Hailsham Division 
Elation, Ex parte Ives (1888), 5 T. L. B. 136). The name of the publisher 
having been omitted from an election placard, the candidate was excused as 
the Act was a now one, and the legislation on the subject was by reference 
\ Edwin stoi re Division Case, Ex parte Manvers {Lord) (county council election) 
:KS89), 5T. L. B. 220). 

An excuse was allowed for an irregular payment which could have been but 
was not made through the election agent, but where everything was bond fide 
{Ex parte Caldicoie (1907), 61 Sol. Jo. 693). So whore a payment was made before 
the election agent was appointed {Ex parte Williamson (1906), 61 Sol. Jo. 14). 

The omission from a placard of the name of the printer and publisher was 
excused although the original posters remained up for nearly two months {Re 
St. Issels Division Election, Ex parte VicTcerman (county council election) (1889), 
6 T. L. B. 220). The contents of the documents must -only be used to a very 
slight extent on such applications (see Be South Wimbledon Division Election^ 
Ex parte Fenwick (county council election) (1889), ibid., 221). But if an excuse 
is sought in regard to a placard which is libellous, the court will bo the less 
ready on account of the defamatory nature of the placard to grant the excuse 
{Hampton Division, Ex parte De Wette (county council election) (1889), 6 T. L. B. 
173). The court has no power to grant relief to the printer on such an 
application {ibid.). 

Where an elective auditor illegally incurred the expense of an election 
address, he obtained relief under tius provision {Ex parte Gale (1905), 69 X. P. 
281); but see Ex parte Tolley, Ex parte Slater (1907), 71 J. P. 23C. 
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The consulting of an inaccurate text-book on the part of a candidate at an 
election of county councillors was hold in the particular circumstances, when 
county council elections were a new thing, to furnish matter for an excuse ; 
but Wiixs, J., said that candidates must be more careful in future [Re Lingfield 
Division Electtoi}^ Ex parte Birley (1889), 5 T. L. R. 220). 

Where a man asked the opinion of persons who were not lawyers upon a 
point of law, and their opinion turned out not to be well founded, he was 
refused roli(‘f {Ex parte Montejiore (London School Board election) (1888), 
6 T. L. R. 78). It will be very difficult at any future election to excuse any 
candidate on the ground of ignorance of the law and to say that this amounts 
to inadvertence, especially if he be reckless and takes no trouble to inform 
himself as to the nature of his duties and liabilities {Ex parte Walker (county 
council election) (1889), 22 Q. B. D. 388, 0. A.). 

The illness of an unpaid agent in whose hands the matter has been loft is a 
reasonable cause for an excuse {Re Ipswich Election (municipal election) (1887), 
3 T. L. R. 397) ; but a doctor’s unsworn certificate that the candidate is ill is 
not enough {Re Llandovery Division Election^ Ex parte Dineveyr {Lord) (county 
council election) (1889), 5 T. L. R. 221). 

If the affidavits are conflicting the court will incline to allow the law to take 
its courao and will not grant an excuse {Re Ramsgate Election^ Ex parte Jlohhs 
(municipal election) (1889), 5 T. L. R. 272). 

Where the municipal election law differed from the parliamentary election law, 
and the applicant was misled by his parliamentary experience, relief was granted 
{Camhridye Case, Ex parte Hawkins (municipal election) (1899), 44 Sol. Jo. 102). 

The indulgence given in one case will not necessarily be extended in another 
(ire-si Lambeth School Board Case, Ex parte Iliiyhes (1900), 45 Sol. Jo. 79). 

Where an application for relief is made on behalf of several candidates, an 
affidavit by one candidate is insufficient ; there must be a joint alFidavit by 
all the applicants {Re Andrews, Re Streatham Vestry Election (1899), 08 L. J. 
(q. b.) 083). It is not sufficient for the affidavits merely to state that the act 
in respect of which relief is sought arose from inadvertence and not from any 
want of good faith ; some reasonable excuse for such inadvertence must be 
shown {Ex parte Berry (municipal election) (1884), 48 J. P. 824). 

The relief may be granted before th« holding of the election ( Westminster 
Division School Board Case, Exjiarte Kyd (1897), 14 T. L. R. 04). So in Ex parte 
Berry (1910), unreported — the case of an election of a common councilman 
for the City of London. Where a petition was threatened, relief may never- 
theless be granted {Kidwelly Case, Ex parte Stephens (1889), 5 T. L. R. 203), 
especially if the matter as to which relief is sought is the only ground of the 
petition, so as to save the costs of the latter {Ex parte Forster (1903), 07 J. P. 
322). When the illegality is seiious, the person opiiosing the relief will get his 
costs (see Ex parte iiycZ (1897), 14 T. L. R. 154). 

The Divisional Court refused to relieve in a case of the employmeut of paid 
canvassers ; but the Court of Appeal gave relief, the applicant having failed to 
be elected in the inteiim. The applicant has two stiings to his bow {Rhyl 
Division Case, Ex parte Thomas (1889), 00 L. T. 728, C. A., per Bowen, L.J.). 

When the application is to be relieved against an irregularity, and a petition is 
presented complaining of that irregularity and also of corrupt piactices, the 
application will not be granted pending the hearing of the petition (see judg- 
ment of Pollock, B., in Ex parte Wilks (1885), 10 Q. B. D. 114). 

Less notice of an application for relief is rcquiied if made at the trial than 
otherwise {Hexham Case (1892), Day, 70; Walsall Case (1892), thid.). In the 
Lichfield Case (1892), ibid., an application for relief was granted after the 
petition had been withdrawn. 

The application must not be made hypothetically in respect of certain matters, 
“ if found by the court to bo illegal ’* ( WcUsall Case, supra). 

When a petition is likely to be presented the right course is to allow the 
application for an excuse to stand over {Re Walton Division Election^ Ex parte 
Hempson (1889), 6 T. L. R. 220). 

The court will grant relief from an illegal practice in a proper case, oven 
although an election petition has been presented, when the sole grounds for 
such petition are those in respect of which relief is sought and none of the facts 
are in dispute {Ex parte Forster (rural district council election) (1903), 69 L. T. 
18, j>fr Loid Alverstonb, O.J"., and Channell, J.). 
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like nature (c), and in any case did not arise from any want of good 
faith (^^), and (3) that such notice (c) of the application, as to the 
court seems fit, has been given in the county or borough for which 
the election was held, and that in the circumstances it seems to the 
court to be just that the candidate and the said election agent and 
person, or any of them, should be relieved, the court may make an 
order (/) allowing such act or omission to be an exception from the 

There is an appeal to the Court of Appeal, which court will not, however, 
ordinarily interfere with the discretion of the Divisional Couit, though in an 
exceptional case — where the judges held different views— it did so interfere 
(liichmond Case, Ex parte Walker (county council election) (1889), 22 Q. B. D. 
384, 0. A.). 

A candidate who has committed an illegal act must apply for relief as soon as 
he discovers the illegality ; otherwise he will not be allowed the excuse (lie 
Fembroke Election (county council election) (1889), 6 T. L. E. 272). 

(c) The section is intentionally very carefully guarded, and has always been 
limited by the courts to small and accidental mistakes {Southampton Borough 
Case (1895), 5 O’M, & H. 17, 25). Thus, in a case whore Denman, J., held that a 
candidate was guilty of illegal employment and illegal payment in employing 
and paying persons to endeavour to obtain votes and to distribute canvassing 
handbills, he excused him under this section because the Act was new and by no 
' 'CHS easy to master, and because “ the biotin question ” was so far from obvious 
tha. opposing counsel did not rely on it until the court itself had pointed out 
its bearing But he said that he might hold otherwise on a future occasion 
. J'l precisely similar facts {Stepney Case (1886), 4 O’M. & H. 34, 52 ; compare 
N<''riuich Case (1886), 4 O’M & BL 84, 91), 

^ 1) With regard to the question of bona fides in making illegal payments, 

is very material to consider what was the character of the election in other 
lospects — whether in other respects it was pure— so as to show that there 
has been a bond fide desire to avoid illegal practices {Stepney Borough Case 
0892), 4 O’M. & H. 178, 182). 

(fl) Notice of the application must be given to the defeated candidate, to the 
re' u. •ling officer, and to the constituency by advertisement {lie South Shrop- 
shire hledion (1880), 34 W. R. 352). Notice should also be given to the 
Dh-riion Petitions Office, Room 175, Royal Courts of Justice. Comiiare Ex parte 
J manton. Ex parte Pierce (1889), 53 J, P. 263. In the Norwich Case, supra, 
notice given in court at the trial of the petition itself when the persons 
interested were present was held sufficient to satisfy the statute. Insuffi- 
cient notice is a ground for refusing relief {New Sivindon Case, Ex parte 
Huituu (county council election) (1889), 5 T. L. B. 195). The notice must 
be precise as to the relief claimed, otherwise any person opposing will get his 
io-iis {Rhyl Division Case, Ex parte Keatinge (county council election) (1889), 
5 T. L. E. 195). Notice should be given to the petitioners of the respondent’s 
ij iontion to apply at the trial for relief, so as so enable them to consider 
win thcr to proceed with the petition, otherwise the respondent may have to boar 
tlio costs of the petition although he obtains relief {Slepney Case (1892), Day, 77. 
See the reasons given by Cave, J., in his judgment, ibid,, at p. 125). Whatever 
notice is given, a particular voter may not in fact have notice ; but this fact will 
not give such a voter a right to oppose the granting of the relief after the order has 
boon made {Re, Wigan Election (municipal election) (1885), 2 T. L. R. 159). In 
order to support an application for relief, it is not sufficient for notice of 
intention to make the application to be advertised in local papers, but such 
notice must bo published in such a manner as will ensure reasonable certainty 
that persons interested will have actual notice {Ex parte Perry (municipal 
election) (1884), 48 J. P. 824). In that case it was said that posters or placards 
should have boon used; but this is not always insisted upon {Westminster 
Division School Board Case, Ex parte Kyd (1897), 14 T. L. R. 64). So in Ex 
parte Berry (1910), un reported, where the only advertisement in the case of a 
City of London municipal election was in the Daily Telegraph. 

(/) The effect of such an order is to do away with the illegal practice so 
relieved against, so that when the court comes to make its report to tho SpeakeJ* 
of the House of Commons (see p. 460, post), if that practice is all that has been 
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Seot. 1. provisions which would otherwise make it an illegal practice, pay- 
In Parlia* ment, employment, or hiring, and thereupon such candidate, agent, 
mentary or person will not be subject to any of the consequences under 

El ectio ns, guch provisions of the said act or omission (g) ; but the court in 
the case of this excuse has complete discretion in the matter (h), 

803. The third excuse is confined to cases where those provi- 
sions (i) have been disobeyed which stipulate as to the manner in 
which and the time within which payment is to be made in respect 
of any expense incurred on account of or in respect of the conduct 
or management of the election (/c). When the election court reports 
that it has been proved to the court by a candidate that any pay- 
ment made in contravention of such provisions was made without 
his sanction or connivance, the election of such candidate is not to 
be void, nor is he to be subject to any incapacity under the pro- 
visions in question by reason only of such payment having been 
made in contravention thereof (Z). 

Fourth excuse 804. The fourth authorised excuse is one for which application 
--payment of can Only be made upon the commission of what would otherwise be 
claim^ Md offence. On cause shown to the satisfaction of the High Court, 

certain other such court. On application by the claimant or by the candidate or 
payments his election agent, may by order give leave for the payment by a 
h^othemL^e candidate or his election agent of a disputed claim (vi) or of a claim 
illegal for any such expenses as aforesaid (n), although sent in after the 
time limited (o), or although the same was sent in to the candidate 

proved against the respondent to the petition, the court will have to report that 
there has been no illegal practice {Hexham Division Case (1892), 4 O’M. & H. 143, 
144, 145). 

(y) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
B. 23. The court intends by this section and the preceding section to enable 
judges to relieve candidates from all responsibility for corrupt and illegal (in 
this section only illegal^ practices, where they satisfy the judges that they have 
done everything on tneir part to render the election pure and free from corrup- 
tion. It is for the candidate and his election agent to prove, when such relief 
is asked for, that they personally took all reasonable means for preventing the 
commission of corrupt and illegal practices {Rochester Borough Case (1892), 4 
O’M. & H. 156, 160). When the relief is sought for under the powers which 
the Act confers upon the court, the person who obtains that relief has himself 
always to bear the cost of obtaining it. If, therefore, the respondent in an 
election petition delays until the last moment to come and ask for it, so that 
the whole case has to be fought out, he has only himself to blame for not 
taking an earlier opportunity of giving notice of what he intends to do and 
thereby giving the petitioners an opportunity of reconsideiing their position 
{Stepneii Borough Case (1892), 4 O’M. & H. 178, •per Gave, J., at p. 183). 

{h) Thus, in the case of the Walsall Borough Case (1892), 4 O'M. & H. 123, 
129, above referred to, Sir Henry Hawkins said that, even if he had found that 
the conditions had been fulfilled to give him the power, he would not have 
used his discretion in favour of the respondent. 

(t) J.e., Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet, 
c. 61), 8. 29. 

{k) See p. 298, ante, 

(Z) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
a. 29 (6b 

(m) See p. 298, ante, 

{n) That is to say, ‘ ‘ expenses incurred on account of or in respect of the conduct 
or management of the election '* (see the preceding paragraph of the text). 
ip) See p. 298, ante. 
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and not to his election agent (p). Any sum specified in the order 
giving leave may be paid by the candidate or his election agent, and 
when paid in pursuance of such leave is deemed to be paid within 
the time limited (q), 

805 . The last of the authorised excuses applies only to cases 
where the return and declarations respecting the expenses of a 
candidate at an election have not been transmitted as required by 
statute (r), or, being transmitted, contain some error or false state- 
ment. In such case, if either (1) the candidate applies to the High 
Court or an election court and shows that the failure to transmit 
Bucli return and declarations, or any of them, or any part thereof, 
or any error or false statement therein, has arisen by reason 
of his illness, or of the absence, death, illness or misconduct of 
his election agent or sub-agent, or of any clerk or officer of such 
agent, or by reason of inadvertence or of any reasonable cause of 
a like nature (s), and not by reason of any want of good faith on 
the part of the applicant ; or (2) if the election agent of the 
candidate applies to the High Court or an election court {t) and 
shows that the failure to transmit the returns and declarations 
w aicli he was requiied to transmit, or any part thereof, or any error 
or false statement therein, arose by reason of his illness or of the 
death or illness of any prior election agent of the candidate (a) or 
f the absence, death, illness or misconduct of any sub-agent, 
clerk, or officer of an election agent of a candidate or by reason of 
inadvertence (b), or any reasonable cause of a like nature, and not by 

( p) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
B. 29 (9). IC.g., where it was shown by affidavit that the claim was made by a 
po* on whom the candidate had employed to prepare canvassing books in 
aniKipation of the election, but whom, m the event, he had not appointed to 
hr his eleotion agent, and the claim for such woik was disputed and returned 
as suth, but subsequently £60 was allowed therefor in an arbitration, an order 
was imido under this section {Lowestoft Division Case, Ex parte Crosslei/ {Sir S.) 
(18S7), 4T. L. B. 38). 

(«/) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
B. 29 (10). 

(r) See p. 336, ante. 

{s) E.g., where sub-agents’ charges had been first disallowed as excessive 
but subsequently shown to be reasonable {Re South Shropshire Election (1886), 2 
T. L. B. 347). 

(<) See p. 408, post. 

[a) See p. 266, ante. 

(h) Thus, where men were employed and paid to force canvassing handbills 
into the hands of voters, and to prevent any other persons from approaching 
them by superior physical force — not only to distribute them, but to endeavour 
to procure their votes — the return described the payment as one for “ distributing 
bills.” Denman, J., thought that the description was inaccurate and insuffi- 
cient. But he thought that the inaccuracy and insufficiency arose, not from 
any want of good faith, but from inadvertence arising fiom difficulties in 
understanding the Act. He intimated, however, in his judgment that in future a 
similar case would not be treated so leniently {Stej^ey Case (1886), 4 O’M. & H. 34, 
63). So, again, in the Norwich Case (1886), 4 O’M. & H. 84, 91, insufficient 
descriptions of clerks and messengers were excused as inadvertent, but with a 
similar warning as to future cases. Where the names of persons from whom 
rooms had been hired were omitted from the return, and the election agent had 
included his own personal expenses in the sums paid for hiring the rooms, the 
court held that these things had been done through inadvertence, and used 
its powers under this section, having regard to the fact that there was 
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reason of any want of good faith on the part of the applicant, the 
court may, after such notice (c) of the application in the said county 
or borough, and on production of such evidence of the grounds 
stated in the application and of the good faith of the application 
and otherwise as to the court seems fit, make such order for allowing 
an authorised excuse for the failure to transmit such returns and 
declarations as to the court seems just {d). 

When it appears to the court that any person, being or having 
been an election agent or sub-agent, has refused or failed to make 
such return or to supply such particulars as will enable the candi- 
date and his election agent respectively to comply with the statutory 
provisions (e) as to the return and declaration respecting election 
expenses, the court, before making an order allowing the excuse 
lastly referred to, must order such person to attend before the court, 
and on his attendance must, unless he shows cause to the contrary, 
order him to make the return and declaration or to deliver a state- 
ment of the particulars required to be contained in the return as 
to the court seems just, and to make or deliver the same within 
such time and to such person and in such manner as the court 
may direct, or may order him to be examined with respect to 
such particulars, and may, in default of compliance with any such 
order, order him to pay a fine (/). 

806 . The order may make the allowance conditional upon the 
making of the return and declaration in a modified form or within 
an extended time, and upon the compliance with such other terms as 
to the court seems best calculated for carrying into effect the objects 
of the statutory provisions relating to the matter. An order 
allowing an authorised excuse will relieve the applicant for the 

nothing in the general account of a suspicious nature, and to the fact that 
the court was perfectly satisfied not only that there had been no money mis- 
spent, hut that there had been no intention in the framing of this account to 
mislead anybody in this important particular {JJmkroae Division Case (188G), 4 
O’M. & H. 110, 119). The loss of the return would not ho covered by the words 
“ hy reason of inadvertence or any reasonable cause of a like nature ” [Mackiimon 
V. Clark, [1898] '2 Q. 13, 251, 257, 0. A.). Tho following decisions have boon given 
in regard to the corresponding section of the Municipal Elections (Cori'upt 
and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 70), s. 21 (see p. 407, post ) : — 
Where the expenses were nil and the candidate had supposed that this 
fact made it unnecessary for him to return them, he was excused {Jlnnlcij 
Case (municipal), Ex parte Dennimjton (1898), 46 W. R. 415 ; hut the return 
and declaration in a similar case were ordered to bo made within three days 
(Ex parte Ilohson (1886), 18 Q. B. D. 336). 

When the Act was new a candidate at an election of common councillors for 
a ward of the City of London, who did not know that ho must make a return 
of expenses and so let the time pass on until it was too late, was excused, but 
the court said that candidates must take more pains to acquaint themselves 
with the provisions of the Act, as on other occasions the court might not be so 
lenient (Ex parte Matthews (1886), 2 T. L. R. 548). 

(c) Notice given in court at the hearing of an election petition when tho 
persons interested are present may he held sufficient to satisfy the statute 
(Norwich Case (1886), 4 O’M. & H. 84, 89, 90). 

(d) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 61), 
8. 34 (1). 

(c) See p. 337, ante. 

(/) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
•. 34 (2). 
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order from any liability or consequences under the said provisions 
in respect of the matter excused by the order ; and where it is 
proved by the candidate to the court that any act or omission of 
the election agent in relation to the return and declaration 
respecting election ex[)enses was without the sanction or connivance 
of the candidate, and that the candidate took all reasonable means 
for preventing such act or omission, the court must relieve the 
candidate from the consequences of such act or omission on the 
2)art of his election agent (g). 

The date of the order, or, if conditions and terms are complied 
with, the date at which the applicant fully complies with them, is 
r '.lied for this purpose “ the date of the allowance of the excuse ’* (h). 

Sect. 2. — In Municipal Elections. 

807 . The first two of the five authorised excuses above stated 
are, mutatis viutaudis, identically the same in municipal as in 
parliamentary elections (i). The law as to the remaining excuses is 
similar in substance to that obtaining in parliamentary elections, 
,nd is as follows ; — 

The county court for the district in which the election was held, or 
Mj0 High Court or an election court, may on application either of 
the candidate or a creditor allow any claim to be sent in and any 
c..pense to be paid after the time limited, and a return of any sum 
0 paid must forthwith after payment be sent to the town clerk (/c). 
If the payment was made without the sanction or connivance of 
the candidate it does not in the case of a municipal election need 
my excuse (/) ; and the provisions limiting the time for sending in 
ciniius and paying expenses do not apply at all to cases of elections 
of district councillors, parish councillors, or boards of guardians (/n). 

If the candidate applies to the High Court or an election court 
and shows that the failure to make the prescribed return and 
declaration or either of them, or any error or false statement 
therein, has arisen by reason of his illness or absence, or of the 
absence, death, illness, or misconduct of any agent, clerk, or officer, 
or by reason of inadvertence (u), or of any reasonable cause of a 
like nature, and not by reason of any want of good faith on the 
1-art of the applicant, the court may, after such notice (o) of the 
application, and on production of such evidence of the grounds 
stated in the application and of the good faith of the applicant and 
othcrwdse as to the court seems fit, make such order for allowing the 
authorised excuse for the failure to make such return and 


{g) Con'upt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (40 & 47 Viet. o. 61), 
9. 34 (3). 

(//) Ibid., 8. 34 (4) 

(i) Ibid., ss. 19, 20. For case law, see pp. 398—406, anU. 

{h) Ibid., s. 21 (6). 

(J) Ibid., B. 21 (1). 

(w) Ibid., B. 37, and Sclied. I.; and Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 67 
Viet. c. 73), s. 48 (3) (b). 

(n) For case law, see pp. 398 — 406, ante. 

(o) See pp. 403, ante. 
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Sbot. 2. declaration as to the court seems just (p). The law prescribing the 

In necessity for a return and declaration does not apply at all in cases 

Municipal of elections of district councillors, parish councillors, and boards of 
Elections, guardians (q). 


Part VI. — Petitions. 

Sect. 1 . — In Parliamentary Elections. 

Sub -Sect. 1 . — The Election Judges and their Jurisdiction. 
Appointment 808 . The jurisdiction relating to election petitions is vested in 
of judges. King’s Bench Division of the High Court of Justice, which has, 

subject to the provisions of the Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 
(hereinafter referred to as the Act), and the Acts amending it, the 
same powers, jurisdiction, and authority in respect of an election 
petition and all proceedings thereon as it would have if such petition 
was an ordinary cause within its jurisdiction (a). Election petitions 
are tried by two judges of the King’s Bench Division (c) of the 
High Court of Justice, who are selected from a rota in accordance 
with any rules of court which may be made for the purpose. Subject 
to any such rules — and so far none have been made — three puisne 
judges of the King’s Bench Division (none of them being a member 
of the House of Lords) are to be selected on or before 4th November 
in each year by a majority of votes of the judges of that division 
to be placed on the rota for the trial of election petitions during the 
following year. If at a meeting for the purpose of such selection the 
judges present are equally divided in their choice of any judge to be 
placed on the rota, the Lord Chief Justice, or, in his absence, the 
senior judge present, has a second or casting vote. The choice of a 
judge to fill an occasional vacancy on the rota, or to assist the judges 
on the rota as an additional judge, is made in like manner {d). 

A judge on the rota is re-eligible in the succeeding or any subse- 
quent year (^). The judges on the rota take the trial of election 
petitions according to their seniority on the bench, unless they 
come to some other agreement amongst themselves, in which case 
each trial is taken in accordance with such agreement (/). 

Buiei, 809 . The judges on the rota were empowered by the Act to make 

from time to time rules of court for the effectual carrying out of 


{p) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and lUogal Practices) Act, 1882 (47 & 48 
Viet. c. 70), 8. 21 (7). 

(q) Ibid., B. 37, and Seked. L; and Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 67 
Viet. c. 73), 8. 48 (3) (b). 

(a) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 32; Order in Council dated 
16th December, 1880, amending Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 
Viet. c. 125), s. 2. The expression “ the court for the purposes of the Act 
means the High Court of Justice (tbid.), 

(b) Parliamentary Elections and Corrupt Practices Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet, 
c. 75), s. 2. 

(c) Judicature Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 68), s. 13, amending Parliamentary 
Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 11 (1). 

(d) As to the expiration of year of office during pendency of trial etc., see 
p. 439, post. 

(e) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 11 (4). 

(/) Jbid.f s. 11 (6). 
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the Act, and for the regulation of matters relating to the trial and 
costs of election petitions and the practice and procedure connected 
with them, as well as to the certifying and reporting on them, and 
from time to time to alter and revoke these rules and to make 
other or additional rules. Any rules which have been so made 
are within the powers conferred by the Act and have the same 
force as if they had been enacted in the body of the Act (< 7 ). 
Under this power rules were drawn up on 21st November, 1868, 
to which fresh rules were on subsequent occasions added, which are 
still in force and are called Parliamentary Election Petition Eules. 

The power of making, altering, and revoking rules for the pur- 
poses of the Act and the Acts amending it and for the purposes of 
Liie Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883, is now 
vested in the Eule Committee (/i), which is constituted for the pur- 
pose of making rules regulating the practice and procedure of the 
Supreme Court (i). 

Any rule made in pursuance of the Act, if made in Term time, 
is published l<y being read by the master in the King’s Bench 
Division of the High Court of Justice, and, if made out of Term 
Li’ ‘P, by a copy thereof being put up at the master’s office (k). 

810. With regard to matters as to which no rules have been 
mu it or in so far as the rules which have been made do not apply, 
the ,)rinciples, practice, and rules on which committees of the House 
of Commons acted in dealing with election petitions before the 
Acl are to be observed as far as may be {1). 

Any jurisdiction vested in the High Court by the Corrupt and 
Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883, subject to any rules of 
cou/t which may be made(??i), may, in so far as it relates to 
indijtments or other criminal proceedings, be exercised by any 
judge of the King’s Bench Division (?/). In other respects, subject 
to ‘ uch rules (m), such jurisdiction may be exercised by one of the 
judges on the rota for the trial of election petitions sitting either in 
c :urt or at chambers, or by a master of the Supreme Court in manner 
directed by and subject to an appeal to the judges on the rota ( 0 ). 
But a master has no jurisdiction to deal with an order declaring any 
act or omission to be an exception from the provisions of the above 
Act with respect to illegal practices, payments, employments, or 


Parhamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 25 
Corrupt and Illogal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
s. 56 (2). 

(i) Judicature Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 77), s. 17 ; Appellate Juiisdiction 
Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. 0 . 69), s, 17 ; Judicature Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet, 
c. 68), 8. 19 ; Judicature (Procedure) Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 1^, s. 4 ; 
Judicature (Rule Committee) Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 11) ; and see title (Courts, 
Vol. IX., p. 65. 

(^) Election Petition Rules, r. 61, Statutory Rules and Orders Revised, 
Vol. XII., Supreme Court, England, pp. 640 d sea, 

{1) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 26. 

(w) No rules under this Act have yet been made. See Shaw v. Meckitt, [1893] 
1 Q. B. 779. 

(n) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1 883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 61)i 
8. 56. 

( 0 ) Ibid . ; Shaw v. IlecJeittt supra. 

H, L. — XII. R 
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hirings, or with an order allowing an excuse in relation to a return 
CT declaration respecting election expenses (p). 

811. A master of the Supreme Court is appointed by the Lord 
Chief Justice to perform the duties relegated to the prescribed 
officer by the Act, and his remuneration in respect thereof is 
determined by the Lord Chief Justice with the consent of the 
Treasury (q). 

812. The master keeps a roll, properly headed, for entering the 
names of all persons entitled to practise as solicitors or agents before 
the court and judges, similar to the roll of solicitors of the Supreme 
Court (r), which is under the control of the Supreme Court, as to 
striking off and otherwise («). The entry on the roll is written and 
subscribed by the solicitor or agent or some attorney authorised by 
him in writing to sign on his behalf, who must set forth in it the 
name, description, and address in full (t). The master may allow 
any person upon the roll of solicitors of the Supreme Court for the 
time being to subscribe the roll. Permission to subscribe it may 
be granted by the court or judge to any other person upon affidavit 
showing the facts which entitle the applicant to practise as a 
parliamentary agent according to the principles, practice, and rules 
of the House of Commons which prevailed in cases of election 
petitions (a). 

813. A registrar is appointed for each court for the trial of an 
election petition, whose duty it is to attend at the trial in the same 
manner as clerks of assize and of arraigns attend at the assizes. 
He is to perform by himself, or, in case of need, by his sufficient 
deputy, all the duties of an officer of a court of record, and all other 
duties that may be prescribed to him {b). The appointment of the 
registrar is made by the judges on the rota. 

814. Subject to the provisions of the Act, the judges have the 
same powers, jurisdiction, and authority as a judge of the High 
Court and a judge of Assize and Nisi Prius(c). The court over 
which they preside for the trial of an election petition is called an 


(|)) Corrupt and Illegal Practicea Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), 
e. 56. 

{q) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 125), s. 27 ; Judicature 
Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Vict. c. 68), s. 25. 

(r) See Solicitors Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. c. 73), s. 21 ; Judicatuio Act, 1873 (36 
& 37 Vict. c. 66), 8. 87; Solicitors Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vict. c. 65), s. 5. 
title Solicitors. 

( 5 ) Election Petition Eules, r. 56. 

[i) Ibid., r. 57. 

(a) Ibid., r. 58. See May, Parliamentary Practice, 11th ed. (1906), p. 709. 

(b) Election Petition Eules, r, 39. 

(c) In view of the provisions in the Act referring to the rights of electors, 
constituencies, and of the public, the jurisdiction conferred by the Act is not m 
all respects the same as that of the ooiut in ordinary causes [Aldridge v. 
Iluret (1876), 1 0. P. D. 410, per Grovb, J., giving the judgment of the 
court, at p. 413); Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 4 32 Vict. c. 125), 
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‘‘Election Court ” (t?), and it is one of record (<?). The judges are 
received at the place where an election petition is to be tried in like 
manner, as far as circumstances allow, as a judge of assize is 
received at an assize town. Where the petition to be tried relates 
to a county election they are received by the sheriff, and in any other 
ease by the mayor of the borough where the petition is to be tried, 
if the borough has a mayor, and if it has not a mayor, by the 
sheriff of the county in which it lies, or by some one named by him. 
The judges are attended on the trial in like manner as if they were 
judges sitting at Nisi Prius. 

The travelling and other expenses of the judges, including those 
of such attendance and those properly incurred by the sheriff or 
lunyor in receiving them, and in providing them with necessary 
accommodation and with a proper court, are defrayed by the 
Treasury out of money provided by Parliament (/). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Preientation of Petition, 

815. Where there is a complaint of an undue return or undue 
election (//) of a member to serve in Parliament for a county {h) or 
hf)>''>ugh (i) a petition may be presented to the King’s Bench 
I)ivi^*jn of the High Court of Justice 0). A petition may also be 
brought where the complaint is that no return has been made. 
Bu^ii a petition is deemed to be one within the meaning of the 
Ac^( A petition may be presented by any one or more of the 
following persons : — (1) Some person who voted, or who had a right 
to \ote, at the election to which the petition relates (1); or (2) some 
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Expenses of 
election coui t. 
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present. 


(iT CoiTTipt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 61), 
s. b If the matter comes before the High Court that court is meant by tho 
tci’ti •* LicHon Court” Proceedings are entitled in the “ Court for the Trial 

of fill Election Petition” for the county [or borough] of between 
potiUoiicr and respondent (Election Petition Rules, r. 38). 

( raihamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 125), s. 29. 

(/) ss. 28,30. The expenses of the shorthand writers’ attendance at the 

ti uil (sGo p. 440, /ml) are deemed to be part of the expenses of the reception of 
the j idges {tlnd., s. 24). 

(j) As to what will constitute an undue election or undue return, see pp. 257 
et ante, 

{Jn “ County ” includes any riding, parts or division of a county, but not the 
county of a city or county of a town (Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 
(31 A 32 Vict. c. 125), s. 3). 

(t) •• Rorough ” includes cities, universities, and any places or combination of 
places not being a county (Parliameutaiy Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict, 
c. 125), s. 3). 

(/) J hid., s. 5. The section says “ the Court of Common Pleas.” As to the 
merger of the Court of Common Pleas in the King’s Bench Division, see Judica- 
tiii e Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Vict. c. 66), ss. 16, 32 ; and see title Courts, Vol. IX., p. 52. 
{k) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 125), s. 52. 

(l) The woids, primd fade, include a person who has voted without being 
entitled to do so. In Harford v. Linskey, [1899] 1 Q. B. 852, WlilGllT, J., quoting 
s. 88 of the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 50), the words of 
which aro, as regards this point, the same, expressed the view (at pp. 859, 862) 
that they would cover the case of a voter who had no right to vote. The point 
seems never to have been decided. The fact of the mention of the alternative 
in the section tends to show that such a case is included, as otherwise, it is 
submitted, it would have been sufficient to say merely ‘ ‘ some person who had a 
right to vote.” The question was raised in tne WaUall Cu$e (1892), Day, 1, but 
Was not decided. 
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person claiming to have had a right to be returned or elected at such 
election; or (3) some person alleging himself to have been a 
candidate at such election 

A candidate who has been nominated in proper form, though in 
fact not qualified, may present a petition {ii). But a person whose 
nomination is invalid in form is not entitled to present a petition (r>). 

816 . The presentation of a petition is made by leaving it at the 
office of the master ( 2 ^), and the master or his clerk is to give a 
receipt for it, if required to do so (q). A copy of the petition for 
the master to send to the returning officer must be left at the same 
time(r), and it is the master’s duty to send it on to him forthwith, 
and the returning officer must immediately publish it in the county 
or borough, as the case may be (s). The petition must be signed by 
the petitioner or by each petitioner if there be more than one (t), 

A petition must be presented within twenty-one days after the 
return of the member to whose election it relates has been made to 
the Clerk of the Crown. But if the return or the election is challenged 
on an allegation of corrupt practices (a), and the petition specifically 
alleges a payment of money or other reward to have been made 
since the return by the member, or on his account, or with his 
privity, in pursuance or in furtherance of such corrupt practices, 
it may be presented at any time within twenty-eight days after the 
date of such payment (h). Where, also, a petition questions a 


(m) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Yict. c. 125), s. 6. 

(n) Harford v. Linskey^ [1899] 1 Q. B. 862. That case was decided on the 
Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), m ^hich a candidate is 
defined as a person elected or having been non)inatoa, or having declared him- 
self a candidate for election.” But if disqualification is obvious, see, contra, 
opinion of the court in Harford v. Linshey, supra. 

( 0 ) Monies V. Jackson (1876), 1 C. P. B. 683. But see the doubt expressed by 
WniGHT, J. {Harford v. Linaleey, supra, at p. 859) as to this being necessarily so. 

(p) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 0 (3). As to 
the appointment of the master, see p. 410, ante. 

{q\ Election Petition Buies, r. 1. 

(r) Ihid. In practice four copies should be left. 

(s) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 7 ; Election 
Petition Buies, r. 12. 

(<) Pailiamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 6 (1). 

(a) As to what are corrupt practices, see p. 281, ante, 

[b) Pailiamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 6 (2). In the 
Kidderminster Borough Case (1874), 2 O’M. & H. 172, Mellor, J., expressed an 
opinion that where a petition is presented under this pi 0 vision within the 
extended time, the case must be confiiifed to the payment or payments made 
within the twenty-eight days and may not embrace tliose made within the 
twenty-one days after the return. But he stated that he had previously been 
of opinion that the effect of the provision was to grant an extension of the time 
in the case of an allegation of such payment, and not to preclude inquiry being 
made as well into matters which may be alleged in a petition brought within 
twenty-one days. He stated that there were arguments and opinions in favour 
of either constniction, and that if the point had been essential to the result of 
the case, he would have reserved it for the decision of the High Court. In the 
Kidderminster Borough Case, supra, a petition had been brought within twenty- 
one days and had been withdrawn. See also the Brecon Case (1871), Times, 
April 22nd. In that case the petition alleged treating, and seemingly, from the 
report, undue influence. After the return application was made to Lrsir, J., at 
chambers to have the words “ before and dining the election ” struck out of the 
allegation of corrupt practices contained in the petition, on the ground that 
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return or an election upon an allegation of an illegal practice (c) it 
may, in so far as respects such illegal practice, be presented at any 
time before the expiration of fourteen days after the day on which the 
returning officer receives the return and declarations as to election 
expenses by the member to whose election the petition relates and 
his election agent (d). Moreover, if the petition specifically alleges 
a payment of money to have been made or some other act to have 
been done since that day by the member or an agent of the 
member, or with the privity of the member or his election agent, in 
pursuance or in furtherance of the illegal practice alleged in the 
petition, the latter may be presented at any time within twenty- 
eight days after the date of the payment or other act that is alleged 
in it (e). If a petition has been presented within the time limited 
it may, with leave of the High Court (/), be amended, for the purpose 
of questioning the return or the election on the allegation of an 
illegal practice, within the time which is allowed for the presentation 
of a petition questioning the return on such an allegation ((/), 

The court has not jurisdiction to allow an amendment of a 
petition after the time prescribed by statute by the introduction 
ui! " fresh substantive charge (A). There is not, it is submitted, 
jurisdiction to allow such an amendment, whether the charge 
o igbt to be added be one of a fresh nature, or whether it be one 
only of a fresh instance but not covered by the allegations in the 
petition as standing. 

The foregoing provisions as to the time within which a petition 


the potition was based on the charges of offences after the election. It was 
e iered that the words “before and dining” should be struck out so as to 
coufiiio the inquiiy to the List-mentioned charges. The case appears to be 
iin}»eifectly leportod, and it is not expressly stated whether the petition was, iu 
i.ict;, brought within the twenty-eight days, and after the lapse of the tweiity- 
or,'' days. It will be observed th.it, though the Parliaraentary Elections Act, 
1808 (01 & 02 Viet. c. 12o), s. 6 (2), gives the cxt«*nded time for the presentMtiou 
>t a petition alleging a corrupt pajunent of the kind referred to after the return, 
it does not, expressly at least, give power to amend a petition brought within 
twenty-one days for the purpose of alleging such a payment. See also 
the Coinipt anil Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1880 (40 & 47 Vict. c. 51), 
8 40 (1), (2), (0), in/ra. 

(t) As to what is an illegal practice, see p. 293, anle. 

I./) Uoiriipt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), 
S. 40 (1) (a). 

(c) s. 40(l)(b). 

(y ) Such leave may be given by one of tho judges for the time being on 
the rota for the trial of oloctiou petitions or by a master of the Supiemo 
Court, subject to an appeal to these judges (tdzd., s. 56 (1) ) ; JS/iaw v. 
Rethitt, [1893] I Q. B. 779). Leave ought not to be given on an ex imrte 
application {ibid.), 

(v) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Pievenlion Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), 
B. 40 (2). The power of amendment givenby this provision applies, likewise, 
whore it is sought to amend by allegingan illegal payment, employment, or 
hii mg which is not an illegal practice {Buckrose Division Case (1886), 4 O’M. & H. 

no, 116). 

(/i) Maude v. Lowley (1874), L. E. 9 0. P. 165 (municipal), which was 
followed iu Clark v. Wallmd (1S83), 52 L. J. (Q. n.) 321 (municipal); Norwich 
Klection Petition^ Birkbeck v. Bullard (1886), 80 L. T. Jo. 253 ; (Jreiner v. Lowles^ 
[1896] 1 Q. B. 504, C. A. See also the doubt expressed by O’Brien, J., as to 
the court having such jurisdiction in the Youghal Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 291 
296. 
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alleging, either originally or by amendment, an illegal practice may 
be presented, apply to cases of offences connected with the return 
and declarations respecting election expenses just as if they were 
illegal practices, and they, also, apply even though the illegal 
practice alleged amounts to a corrupt practice (i). For the 
purposes of these provisions, if the return and declarations are 
received on different days, the day on which the last of them is 
received is substituted for the day on which the return and declara- 
tions are received by the returning officer (/c) ; and in those cases 
in which there is an authorised excuse for failing to make and 
transmit the return and declarations of election expenses the date 
of t)ie allowance of the excuse, or if there has been a failure with 
regard to more than one of them and the excuse has been allowed 
at different times, the date of the allowance of the last excuse is 
substituted for the day on which the return and declarations are 
received by the returning officer (/). In calculating time Sundays, 
Christmas Day, Good Friday, and any day set apart for a public 
fast or thanksgiving are excluded (m). 

When the last day for presenting a petition falls on a holiday 
the petition is deemed to be duly filed if put into the letter-box at 
the masters office at any time during such day. But an affidavit 
stating with reasonable precision the time when such delivery 
was made must be filed on the first day after the expiration of the 
holiday (n). 

817. The ** return ’* of a member is not made till the writ with 
the certificate of the returning officer indorsed thereon reaches the 
Clerk of the Crown so that he may act on it, and the twenty-one 
days do not begin to run until then (o). 

The return respecting election expenses must be transmitted to 
the returning officer within thirty-five days after that on which the 
candidates returned at an election are declared elected (p). 

818. An election petition must state the right of the petitioner 
to petition and the holding and result of the election, and, 
briefly, the facts and grounds relied on to sustain the prayer ((/). 


(i) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 18S3 (46 & 47 Viet. c. ol), 
B. 40 (3). 

(h) Ibid., 8. 40 (4) (a). 

h) Ibid., 8. 40 (4) (b). 

(m) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 49 ; Pease v. 
Norwood (1869), L. U. 4 C. P. 235. See generally title Time. 

(tj) Election Petition ilules, r. 72 (Additional General liules, dated January 
27th, 1875, r.4). 

(o) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), Sched. I., Part I., r. 44; Hurdle 

Wariug (1874), L. R. 9 C. P. 435. 

( p) Corrupt and Illegtil Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
B. 33 (1). As to the return of election expenses and declarations, seep. 235, 
ante. The word “transmit” means “send,” and if the return is posted to 
the returning officer before the expiration of the thirty-five days it is in time 
tliough it may not leach him till after their expiration, and the return counts as 
siKih, even fliough it may contain an error as to the election expense! 
{Alachinnon v. ClarTc, [1898J 2 Q. B. 251, ('J, A.). 

(9) Election Petition Rules, r. 2. 
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Evidence need not be stated in it (r). It is sufficient for the 
petition to allege the grounds generally, and a petition alleging that 
the respondent and his agents are charged with bribery, corruption, 
and undue influence, and, also, with illegal practices, would in form 
be. sufficient (s). But a general allegation in a petition may not be 
so construed as, effectively, to include acts not committed until 
after the presentation of the petition, and if the petitioner proposes 
to proceed upon charges of any such acts, he must amend the 
petition (t). 

The petition must be divided into paragraphs numbered con- 
secutively, each paragraph being confined ns far as possible to a 
distinct portion of the subject. No costs are to be allowed for tlie 
drawing or copying of a petition which does not substantially 
comply with this provision, unless the court or judge orders other- 
wise (a). The petition must conclude with a prayer, as, for instance, 
that some specified person should be declared duly returned or 
elected, or that the election should be declared void, or that a 
return may be enforced, as the case may be (a). 

819. With the petition there must be left at the master’s office 
a writing signed by or on behalf of the petitioner, giving the name of 
)me person entitled to practise as a solicitor or agent in cases of 


^r) Election Petition Rules, r. 6. As Uj the right to petition, see p. 411, ante; 

ntefract Case (189Jj), Day, 12o, 129, per Cave, J. 

(s) Heal V. Smith (1809), li. R. 4 0. P. 145 ; Greenock Election Petition (1868), 
reported in footnote to Heal v. Smithy snpray at p. 150; Lancaster Division Case 
M896), 5 O’M. & H. 39, 41. Put see in latter case, at pp. 41 — 42, the opinion 
* Tprossed by Bruce, J., in favour of the genoial character of the offences chaiged 
being set out m separate paiagraphs instead of a general allegation of corrupt 
and illegal practices. Such a form has the advantage of not affording occasion 
t(»r nn order for the immediate delivery of paiticulurs. 

U) Ciemer v. LowleSy [1890] 1 Q. B. 504, C. A. 

(//) Election Petition Rules, r. 3. 

(a) I hid.y r. 4. 

The following form, or one to the like effect, is siitBciont 
In the King's Bench Division. 

The Pailiamentary Elections Act, 1808. 

Election for [state the place'] holden on the day of A D. 

The Petition of A. of [or of A. of , and B. of , a-t the case maij 

b"] whose names are subscribed. 

1. Your petitioner A. is a peison who voted [or had a ridit to vote, as the 
case may he] at the above election [or claims to have had a right to be returned 
at the above election or was a candidate at the above election] ; and your 
petitioner B. [here state in like manner the right of ecu h petitioner], 

2. And jmur petitioners state that the election was holden on the day 
of A.D., when A. B , 0. D. and E. E. were candidates, and the 
returning officer has returned A. B. and C. D. as being duly elected. 

3. Ami your petitioners say that [here state the facts and grounds on which the 
petitioners relg], 

Wheieforo }oiir petitioners pray that it maybe doterminod that the said A. B. 
was not duly elected or returned and that the election was void [or that the said 
E. E. was duly elected and ought to have been returned, or os the case may he], 

(Signed) 

A. 

B. (Parliamentary Election Petition Rules, r. 5.J 
Eor complete form specifying offences see Jelf, The CoiTupt and Illegal 
Practices Prevention Acts, 3rd ed., pp. 3 — 15. 

It is the general practice that the petition should be drawn up on parchment. 
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election petitions whom the petitioner authorises to act as his 
agent, or else stating that the petitioner acts for himself, and in 
either case giving an address within three miles of the General 
Post Office, at which notices may be left. If no such writing be 
left or no such address be given, notice of objection to the recog- 
nisances and all other notices may be given and all proceedings 
may be served by sticking them up at the master’s office (b), 

820. The respondent is the person whose election or return the 
petitioner challenges or whose seat the petitioner claims (c). Two or 
more candidates may be made respondents to the same petition (d). 
If any one of the four following events happens before the trial, upon 
notice of the happening of such event being given, any person who 
might have been a petitioner in respect of the election to which the 
petition relates may apply to the court or judge to be admitted as a 
respondent : (1) If the respondent to the petition dies ; (2) if he is 
summoned to Parliament as a peer of Great Britain by a writ issued 
under the Great Seal of Great Britain ; (3) if the House of 
Commons have resolved that his seat is vacant ; (4) if he gives, in and 
at the prescribed manner and time, notice to the court that he does 
not intend to oppose the petition. Such person, on so applying, is to 
be admitted either with the respondent, if there be one, or in place 
of the respondent (c). Any number of persons not exceeding three 
may be so admitted (/). Whenever any one of these four events takes 
place notice of it must be given in the county or borough to which 
the petition relates (y), and, if the event be one of the first three 
enumerated, any person entitled to be a petitioner may give notice 
of it in the county or borough by having it published in at least 
one newspaper in circulation there, if there be any, and by leaving 
a copy of the notice signed by him or on his behalf with the return- 
ing officer, and a like copy with the master (h). In the event of the 
respondent intending not to oppose the petition he must leave 
written notice of his intention, signed by him, at tlie master’s office 
six days before that appointed for the trial exclusive of the day on 
which he leaves the notice (i). Immediately on the notice being left 
at the master’s office the master must send a copy of it by post to 
the petitioner or his agent and, also, a copy to the sheriff or mayor, 
as the case may be, who is to have it published in the county or 
borough (k). The application to be admitted as a respondent in any 


(5) Election Petition Eules, r. 9. But see Young v. Figgins (1869), 19 L'. T. 
499, whore Martin, B., refused to strike out a petition sought to be struck out 
on the ground that no such writing had been left, saying that the objection was? 
a formal one, and so would come within r. 60 (see p. 445, post). 

(c) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 6 (4) (b) ; 
Lovering v. Lawson (No. 1) (1875), L. E. 10 0. P. 711. 

(d) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 125), s. 22. 

(f ) Ibid. , B. 38. It is to be observed that the section says that a person so applying 
eh all be admitted in place of a respondent, whereas the substitution of a person in 
place of a petitioner mag be ordered if the court thinks fit. See p. 434, post. 

(/) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 125), s. 38. 

(rf Ibid. 

ih) Election Petition Eules, r. 61. 

(i) Ibid.f r. 62. 

U) Ihid., T. 53. 
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one of these four events must be made within ten days after the 
prescribed notice of it is given or within such further time as the 
court or a judge may allow (Z). 

The giving of notice by a respondent of his intention not to 
oppose the petition does not of itself cause him to cease to be a 
respondent (?a). But a respondent who has given such notice is 
not allowed to appear or act as a party against the petition in any 
proceedings upon it ; and he must not sit or vote in the House of 
Commons until the House has been informed of the report on the 
petition. In all cases in which such notice has been given in the 
time and manner aforesaid, it is the duty of the court or the 
judges to report it to the Speaker («). Any number of candidates 
may be made respondents to the same petition and their cases may, 
for the sake of convenience, be tried at the same time, but for all 
the purposes of* the Act the petition is considered to be a separate 
one against each respondent (o). Where the ground on which the 
petition seeks to avoid the respondent’s election applies equally to 
another candidate, elected at the same election, who is not a 
respondent to the petition, it is not a necessary condition to the 
lie. ring and determining of the petition that such other candidate 
should be joined as a respondent, and the court may, on the hearing 

such petition, declare the respondent’s election to be invalid or 
v{ 'd (p). An unsuccessful candidate cannot be made a respondent 
to an election petition against his will (q). 

821. Where an election petition complains of the conduct of a 
reiuriiing officer, he will, for all the purposes of the Act, except as 
X ‘gards the admission of respondents in his 2 >lace, be deemed to be a 
^•e^pondent (r). The allegation against the returning officer need not 
nf‘cessarily be one of wilful misconduct, and he may be joined as a 
respondent where the acts or omissions or negligences complained of 
are not personal but are those of his subordinates (s). 


(1) Election Petition Rules, r. o4. 

fm) Yaies v. Aeac/i (1874), L. R. 9 C. P. 60o. 

(n) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), b. 39. 

(o) Ibid., 8. 22. 

(p) Line V. Warren (1885), 14 Q. B. D. 73, 548, 0. A. 

Iq) hovering v. Dawson (No. 1) (1875), L. R. 10 0. P. 711. See also Yatee v, 
Leach (1874), L. R. 9 0. P. 605. These cases related to municipal elections. 

(r) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s 51. If it is pro- 
posed to give evidence at the hearing of an election petition to implicate the return- 
ing officer he should be made a respondent {Tamworih liorough 6'a«e(1869), 
1 O’M. & n. 75, per WiLLES, J.). It being proposed to offer evidence 
implicating the returning officer, Willes, J., refused leave to have him called 
as a 'witness, as no charge had been made against him in the petition. 
Seemingly, a returning officer who is so deemed to be a respondent is entitled 
to the same notices as to presentation of the petition, the proposed security etc., 
as an oi dinary respondent, see Young y. Figgins (1868), 19 L. T. 499. 

(«) Islington Division Case (1901), 5 O’M. & II. 120; Drogheda Borough Case 
(1874), 2 O’M. & H. 201 ; Warrington Borow/h Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 42. But 
see, contra^ Harmon v. Park (1880), 6 Q. B. l3. 323, U. A. ; Cirencester 0^56(1893), 
Bay, 3. In the latter case, on a summons being taken out by a respondent for 
leave to serve tlie petition on the returning officer, Mathew, J., refused it on 
the ground that it was unnecessary, as by the fact of the conduct of the return- 
ing officer being complained of he was already deemed to be a respondent under 
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A petition complaining of an undue election or return of n 
member who has since died may be brought, notwithstanding his 
death (a), 

822. Notice of the presentation of a petition and of the nature 
of the proposed security {b), accompanied by a copy of the petition, 
must be served on the respondent by the petitioner within five 
days after the presentation of the petition, exclusive of the day 
on which the presentation is made (c). Any person who has been 
returned as a member may, at any time after his return, send to or 
leave at the master’s office a writing signed by him, or on his 
behalf, appointing a person entitled to practise as an attorney or 
agent in cases of election petitions to act as his agent in case a 
petition against him should be presented, or else stating that he 
intends to act for himself, and, in either case, giving an address 
within three miles of the General Post Office at which notices may 
be left. If no such writing be left at the master’s office within a 
week after the service of the petition notices may be given and 
proceedings may be served by sticking them up at the master’s 
office {d). Where the respondent has named an agent or given an 
address, the service of the election petition may be made by 
delivering it to the agent or by posting it in a registered letter to 
the address given, at such time that in the ordinary course of post 


8. 51 of the Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125). But on 
a summons being subsequently taken out by the returning officer for 
pirticulars of the charges against him, Cave, J., held that he was not a party, 
as wilful misconduct was not alleged against him. It is submitted that the 
view expressed by Mathew, J., is the correct view of the position of a returning 
officer against whose conduct of the election complaint is made in the petition. 
Compare definition of respondent (Parliamentary Elections Act, 1808, s. 6 (4) (b), 
ante, p. 416; judgment of Lord Selborne, L.C., in Harmon v. Park (1880), 6 
Q. B. I). 323, 328, 329, C. A.; see Davies v. Kensington {Lord) (1874), L. 11. 9 
C. P. 720; Athlone Uoronqh Case (1874), 2 O'M. & li. 186; Clare Eastern 
Dtvtsion Case (1892), 4 O’M. & II 162). 

(a) Tiftperarg Conntg Case (1875), 3 O’M. & H. 20; MitcheWs Case (1690), 

1 Lud. E. 0. 456; Peterborough Cttg Case (1728), 21 Commons’ Journals, 
p 162; Durham Cdy Case (1852), 108 Commons’ Journals, 132. The reason for 
this is that the proceeding is not of a personal nature against a dead man, it is 
the assertion of a right in rem {Tipperary County Case, supra, per Lawson, J., 
at p. 23). 

(5) See p. 419, post. 

(c) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 8 ; Election 
Petition Buies, r. 13. Under the Corrupt Practices (Municipal Elections) Act, 
1872 (35 & 36 Viet. o. 60), s. 13 (4), the wording of which is for all material 
p irposos the same as that of s. 8 of the Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 

02 Viet. c. 125), it was held that the service of such notice within the prescribed 
time was a condition precedent to the trial of an election petition {Williams v. 
Tenby Corporation (1879), 5C. P. D. 135). But compare Election Petition Buies, 
r. 60, post, and Young v. Fiygins (1868), 19 L. T. 499, where, on an applica* 
tion by a respondent sitting member to have the petition, which contained 
charges against the returning officer, struck out on the ground that notice within 
6. 8 had not been served on the returning officer, Martin, B., refused the 
application on the ground that the objection, even if well founded, was formal, 
and so, in accordance with r. 60, should not be allowed to defeat the petition. 

{d) Election Petition Buies, r. 10. The master must send on these particulars 
to the returning officer, who must publish them with the petition {ibid., r. 12 ; 
and see pp. 416, 416, ante). 
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ifc would be delivered within the prescribed time(<?). In other 
cases the service must be made on the respondent personally, unless 
a judge, on an application accompanied by an affidavit showing 
what has been done, makes an order, subject to such conditions as 
he may think reasonable, that what has been done shall be con- 
sidered sufficient service. Such application must be made not later 
than five days after the petilion has been presented, and before 
making such order the judge has to be satisfied that all reasonable 
effort has been made to effect personal service and to cause the 
matter to come to the knowledge of the respondent, including, 
when practicable, service upon an agent for election expenses T /). 
In case of evasion of service the sticking up a notice in the 
master’s office stating that the petition has been presented, and 
also stating who is the petitioner, the prayer, and the nature of 
the proposed security, is to be considered equivalent to personal 
service if so ordered by a judge (//). 

The petitioner or his agent must, immediately after notice of the 
presentation of a petition and of the nature of the proposed security 
have been served, file with the master an affidavit of the time and 
manner of their service (/f). 

823 . An agent employed for the petitioner, or respondent must 
forthwith leave written notice at the master’s office of his appoint- 
ment as agent. Service of notices and proceedings upon such agent 
*3 sufficient for all purposes (<). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Secaritij for Costa, 

824 . At the time of the presentation of the petition, or within 
throe days afterwards, the petitioner must give security for all 
I osts, charges, and expenses that may become payable by him to 
any person summoned as a witness on his behalf or to the 
respondent O'). The security must be to the amount of iJl,000 and 
mubt be given either by recognisance or by deposit, or partly in one 
way and jmrtly in the other (/t)* 

Ilie recognisance may be entered into by any number of sureties 
not exceeding four (/), none of whom may be the petitioner or any 
one of the petitioners {m), Tlie security need not be for more than 
.t*l,()00 though there may be more than one respondent (70* 

There may be one recognisance acknowledged by all the sureties 
or there may be separate recognisances by one or more of them (r>). 

It should be acknowledged before a judge at chambers or the 
master in town, or a justice of the peace in the country (n), and it 


(c) See p. 418, aute, 

i f) Election Petition Rules, r. 14. 
q) Ibid.f r. 15. 

h) Ibid., r. 70. 

i) Election Petition Rules, r. 59. 

j) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1808 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 0 (4). 

k) 1 bid., 8. 6 (5). 

/) Ibid. One surety is sufficient (/ferc/orti GUy Election VctHioo , Preert ▼, 
riilky (1880), 49 L. J. (q. b.) 680). 
i7/i) Pease v. Norwood (1809) L. R. 4 C. P. 235. 

(n) Ibid,; Thomas v. ?TV*e(186S), 19 L. T. 498 ; Broad v. Fowler (1808), ^hid, 
\o) Election Petition Rules, r. 1 8, 

(a) Ibid, It was held by the master {Tounf v. Figgina (1868) 19 L. T. 499) 
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must contain the name and usual place of abode of each surety 
with such sufficient description as shall enable him to be found 
or ascertained (b). The recognisance or recognisances must, 
immediately after being acknowledged, be left at the master’s 
office by the petitioner or on his behalf in manner similar to that 
in which a petition is left. Where the last day of the time 
prescribed for filing recognisances or lists of votes or objections or 
any other matter required to be filed within a given time falls on 
a holiday, any such matter is held to be duly filed if put in the 
letter-box at the master’s office at any time during that last day, 
but an affidavit stating with reasonable precision the time when 
such delivery was made should be filed on the first day after the 
expiration of the holiday (c). It is not necessary to stamp 
recognisances (d), 

825. The respondent may object to a security given wholly or 
partially by recognisance on the ground that the sureties or any of 
them are insufficient, or on the ground that a surety is dead or 
cannot be found or ascertained through want of a sufficient 
description in the recognisance, or on the ground that a person 
named in the recognisance has not duly acknowledged it (c). The 
objection must be made in writing and notice of it must be given 
within five days from that on which service of the notice of the 
petition and of the nature of the security was made, exclusive of 
the day of such service (/). Such one or more of the above 


that a recognisance acknowledged before a magistrate in town was bad. If it is 
acknowledged before a justice of the peace in the country he must have j urisdiction 
in the place where it is acknowledged [Athlone VeUtion (18G8), 19 L. T. 630). 

( 6 ) Election Petition Rules, r. 19. The following is a form of recognisance 
prescribed in r. 19: — 

Be it remembered that on the day of , in the year of our Lord 
19 , before me [name and desci ijttion] came A. B., of [name and description as 

above prescribed'] and acknowledged himself [or severally acknowledged them- 
selves] to our sovereign lord the King the sum of one thousand pounds [or the 
following sums] (that is to say) the said C. D., the sum of £ , the said 

E. F., the sum of £ , the said G. II., the sum of £ , and the said I. K., 

the sum of £ , to he levied on his [or their respective] goods and chattels, 

lands, and tenements to the use of our said sovereign lord the King, his heirs 
and succossois. 

The condition of this recognisance is that if [here insert the names of all the 
pdittonersy and if more than one^ add, or any of them] shall well and truly pay all 
costs, charges, and expenses in resjxjct of the election petition signed by him [or 
them], relating to the [here insert the name of the borough, or county] which shall 
become payable by the said petitioner [or petitioners, or any of them] under 
the Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868, to any person or persons, then this 
recognisance to be void, otherwise to stand in full force. 

Signed, 

[Signature of Sureties,] 

Taken and acknowledged by the above-named [names of sureties] on the 
day of at , before me, 

C. D , 

A justice of the peace [or as the case may fcfT 

(c) Election Petition Rules, r. 20 . As to manner in which a petition is left, 
0 CO p. 414, ante. 

(d) Athlone Petition (1868), 19 L. T. 530. 

(c) Parliamentarjr Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. 9 . 125), B. 8 . 

(/) Election Petition Rules, r. 21 , 
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f^^rounds of objection as the respondent relies upon must be stated 
in the notice, and in the case of a ground that any of the sureties are 
or is insufficient it must be stated which of them are or is so (g). If 
the objection to the security be not on any of the four grounds 
mentioned above, it need not necessarily be made within five days 
from the date of the notice of presentation of the petition and of 
the nature of the security, and it may be heard if in the opinion of 
the court it has been made within reasonable time (Jt). 

826. Any objection made to the security is heard and decided 
by the master, subject to appeal within five days to a judge, upon 
summons taken out by either party to declare the security sufficient 
or insufficient (i). The hearing and decision may be either upon 
affidavit or personal examination of witnesses or upon both, as the 
master or judge may think fit(/c). If upon the summons an order 
is made declaring the security sufficient, its sufficiency is held to 
be established; in that event, or in the event of no objection to the 
security being made within the time allowed for the purpose (1), 
the petition shall be at issue (m). But if the master or the judge 
makes an order allowing the objection and declaring the security 
insufficient, he is to state in the order what amount he considers to 
be requisite to make the security sufficient (n ) . The petitioner may 
then within five days from the date of the order, exclusive of the 
day on which it is made, remove the objection by depositing the 
amount specified in the order (o), but these provisions for dealing 
with and removing an objection made to the security apply only 
where the objection is one of the class specified above (p), and if it 
be not one of that class, it may be raised by an application to the 
court in virtue of its general jurisdiction (q). 

The costs of hearing and deciding objections made to the security 
given on the presentation of an election petition are to be paid as 
ordered by the master or judge, and in default of such order they 
are to form part of the general costs of the petition (r). But if the 


( 7 ) Election Petition Rules, r. 22 . 

(//) Cobhett V. Ihhhcrt 19 L. T. 501. In the report of this case the 

objection is stated to have been on the ^ound of the invalidity of the security, 
but the precise nature of it is not mentioned. The objections montioned in s. 8 
seem to come under the generic heading of insufficiency as opposed to invalidity 
(see s. 9 ). Before the Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 125), 
the matter was regulated by the Election Petitions Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Vict. 
0 . 98), s. 13, which allowed objection to be made to a recognisance on the 
ground that it was invalid or that it was not duly entered into or received, or on 
the ground that the sureties or any of them were insufficient, or any one of tho 
other grounds contained in s. 8 of the Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 
(31 & 32 Vict. c. 125), and set out above. Compare Fea^e. v. Norwood (1869), 
L. R 4 C. P. 235, judgment of Bovill, O.J., at pp. 249, 250. 

(#) Election Petition Rules, r. 23. 

(/r) Ibid,, r. 24. 

ll) See p. 420, ante, 

\m) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1869 (31 & 32 Vict. o. 125), •. 9; Election 
Petition Rules, r. 25. 

(n) Election Petition Rules, r. 26. 

(o) Ibid, 

( p) See p. 420, ante, 

(q) Pease v. Norwood ^ supra; see note (/»), supra* 

(r) Election Petition Rules, r. 27. 
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objection to the security be upon the ground of insufficiency of a 
surety or sureties, such costs are to be paid by the petitioner, and 
a clause to that effect is to be inserted in the order declaring its 
sufficiency or insufficiency, unless at the time of leaving the 
recognisance with the master there be also left with the master 
an affidavit of the sufficiency of the surety or sureties sworn by 
each surety before a justice of the peace, or before some person 
authorised to take affidavits in the King’s Bench Division, that he 
is seised or possessed of real or personal estate, or both, above 
what will satisfy his debts, of the clear value of the sum for which 
he is bound by his recognisance («). 

827. A deposit by way of security is made by payment into the 
Bank of England to an account called “ The Parliamentary Elections 
Act, 1868, Security Fund,” which is vested in the Lord Chief 
Justice of England (t) for the time being, and is drawn upon by 
him for the purposes for which security is required by the Act (a). 
A bank receipt or certificate for the sum dejiosited must be left 
forthwith at the master’s office (h), which is filed by the master ; 
and the amount together with the petition to which it relates are 
entered by the master in a book, which he is to keep open for the 
inspection of all parties concerned (c). 

828. If Parliament is dissolved after a petition has been lodged 
but before the hearing of it, the court may order the security 
deposited by the petitioner to be returned to him (cl). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Interlocutory Proceedings. 

829. All interlocutory questions and matters other than those 
relating to the sufficiency of the security {e) and to leave to 
withdraw a petition (/) are to be heard and disposed of befoi’e one 
of the judges on the rota (g), unless that be not practicable, in 

(«) Election Petition Pules, r. 28. The rule expressly authorises any justice 
of the peace to take such an affidavit. The following is a form of affidavit 
prescrihed in r. 28 : — 

In the High Court of Justice. 

King’s Bench Division. 

Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (and Uornipt and Illegal Practices Preven- 
tion Acts, 1883 and 1895 — according as the petition is brought under these 
additional Acts). 

I, A. B., of [a« in recog^iisance'] make oath and say tliat I am seised or 
possessed of real [or personal] estate above what will satisfy my debts of the 
clear value of £ 

Sworn etc. ^ 

{t) By the Election Petition Buies made under the Parliamentary Elections 
Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 125), the fund was vested in the Chief Justice of tho 
Common Pleas, but all jurisdiction which by the Act or tho Buies was vested in 
the Chief Justice of the Common Pleas is now vested in the Lord Chief Justice 
of En^and (Judicature Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Vict. c. 68), s. 25), 

(a) Election Petition Buies, r. 16. 

(5) Tbid, 

(c) Election Petition Buies, r. 17. 

id) Carter v. Mills (1874), L. B. 9 0. P. 117. 

ic) See p. 421, ante. 

f /) As to withdrawal, see p. 431, post. 

(g) Election Petition Buies, r. 44; He a Summons^ Salford Fetition (1868), 

19 L.T. 602. 
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which case, excepting matters of jurisdiction, not relating to 
indictments or other criminal proceedings, vested in the High 
Court by the Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 
1883 (//), they are to be heard and disposed of before any judge at 
chambers (i). The judge who accordingly hears and disposes of 
such matters and questions has the same control over proceedings 
under the Act as a judge at chambers has in the ordinary proceedings 
of the Supreme Court (k). At least two clear days before the making 
of any interlocutory application or motion to the court, notice of it 
should be given at the Election PetitionsOfFice and to the other side (/). 

830 . Such particulars as may be necessary to prevent surprise 
and unnecessary expense and to ensure a fair and effectual trial 
may be ordered by the court or a judge in the same way as in 
ordinary proceedings in the King’s Bench Division, and upon such 
terms as to costs and otherwise as may be ordered (m). Where 
the allegations in the petition itself are quite general it is the 
practice to order immediately particulars of the nature of the 
alleged offences (//). Further particulars will be ordered of 
the circumstances of each charge, the order usually directing the 
petitioner to furnish particulars of the names of the different 
persons (o), in regaid to ^^hom the offences are alleged to have been 
committed, together with their addresses and numbers on the 
register, or, failing that, their occupation. Similarly, particulars 
are ordered of the persons (p) by whom the offences are alleged to 


S 4G & 47 Viet. c. 51 ; As to these matters, see p. 409, anie. 

Klection Petition Buies, r. 44. As to appeals I’lom the judge in chambers, 
BO* title PllACTICE AST) PkOCEDUKE. 

[/.) Election I’etition Buies, r. 44. 

(p This is the practice. See also Day, p. 23. 

(??j) Election Petition Buies, r. 6. Seo, generally, title Practice and 
PjtOCEDURE. 

(;/) Anderson Y. Cawley (1868), 19 L. T. 500; Beverley Boi'ouyh Case (1869), 
1 O'M. & H. 143; see Walsall, Worctstcr, Stepnei/, Rochester (1892), Ctrern ester 
and Pontefract (1893), mentioned in Day, p. 11 ; Lancaster Division Case (1896), 
5 O’M. & II. 39 ; llayyerston Division Case (1896), 5 O’M. & H. 68. 

(o) In Maude v. Lowley (1874), L. R. 9 C. P. 165, 167 (a municipal case), the 
court added the words “ so far as known.” In LenhamY. Barher (1883), 10 Q. J3. D. 
293 (also a municipal case), the court refused to oider the words to bo added, 
I’OLLOCK, B., stating that it was his practice to omit them on the ground that 
they might be taken to warrant undue limitation. But in Willes v. Homiman 
(1898), 14 T. L. B. 343, C. A., Grantham, J., inserted in his order the words 
“ if known,” and the Court of Apjieal refused to strike them out ; A. L. Smith, 
L.J., stating that if omitted in this particular case they would probably have 
to be read in. 

(p) This is the unifoi-m practice established under the Election Petition Rules, 
r. 6. See Lomlmiderry Petition (1869), 19 L. T. 573; Bristol Election Petition (1870), 
22 L. T. 487, 488 (in the latter case, the Christian names not having been given 
in the particulars as delivered, an order was made for giving themE Hastings 
Petition (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 217 ; Stafford Petitiem (1869), 20 L. T. 180. In 
Hexham Petition (1892), Day, 14, it was held to be insufficient to give the name 
of a political association as being that of the person by whom the offence charged 
was alleged to have been committed : the particulars should specify the name of 
the guilty member or members [per Cave, J.). In Bradford Election Petition 
(1869), 19 L. T. 661, particulars of persons bribed and treated lumped together, 
not saying which was which, were held sufficient, but in the Horsham Petition 
(1369), 20 L. T. 180, WiLLES, J., considered that there should be separate list* 
of the persons bribed, treated, and unduly influenced. 
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have been committed, as also of the time and place of the commission 
of each offence and of its precise character, and, in the cases of 
charges of bribery or treating, of its degree, will be ordered. The 
question of the length of time before trial in which particulars 
will be ordered depends on the circumstances of each case, such as 
the character, area, and population of the division, and the number 
of witnesses whom it is proposed to call (a) ; and also on the number 
of charges alleged in the petition (5). 

If particulars are not delivered within the time ordered they may 
be struck out at the trial (c). 

831. If a party wishes to give evidence of any circumstances 
not mentioned, or insufficiently mentioned, in his particulars, leave 
to amend the particulars may be asked for at the trial {d). The 
practice of the court in dealing with such an application has not been 
absolutely uniform, but the course generally pursued has been to 
allow instances not mentioned or insufficiently mentioned in the 
particulars to be given in evidence if the matter is substantial and 
if it appears that the failure to furnish the particulars or the 
sufficient particulars in due time has been bond fide {e). An affidavit 

(a) Rushmere v. Isaacson y [1893] 1 Q,. B. 118, in which case an order for 
delivery of particulars within seven days was, on appeal, enlarged to ten days. 

{h) Cirencester Case {lHdS)y Day, 13. In the early cases of election petitions the 
time allowed was generally three dnys {Anderson v. Cawley (1868), 19 L. T. 600 ; 
J/ill V. Peck (1868), ihid.y 527; lleie/ord Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & II. 
194, 196; Beal v. Smith (1869), L. R. 4 C. P, 145). Later, the time ordered 
was longer, usually seven daj’s (see Furness v. Ikrcsfordy [1898] 1 Q. B. 495, 
0. A., per A. L. Smith, L.J., at p. 498) ; Oxford Election Petitiony (Jreen v. 
Hally [1880] W. N. 146; Clark v. Wallond (1883), 62 L. J. (q. u.) 321; 
Lenham v. Barber (1883), 10 Q. B. D. 293 (a municipal case). If there are 
special circumstances an afiidavit setting them forth ought to bo hied. In Munro 
V. Balfour y [1893] 1 Q. B. 113, the time ordered was ten days. In the Cirencester 
Case (1893), Day, 13, the following sliding scale was adopted by Cave, J. : 
ten days if charges under 80, fifteen days if charges under 160, twenty days if 
charges above 160. In the St, George's Division Case (1896), 5 O’M. & H. 89 and 
the Southampton Case (1895), 5 O’M. & H. 17, a sliding scale of ten days il 
charges under 80 and twelve days if over 80 was adopted. In the municipal 
cases of Qnmshy and of Shrewsbury ((1903), Rogers on Elections, od. 1906, 
Vol. II., p. 225) the scale was, in the first two, five days if the charges were 
not over 60 ; but if they were over 60, seven days ; and if they were over 80, 
ten days. In the Haggerston Division Case (1896), 5 O’M. & H. 68, particulars 
of the general charges were ordered witliin seven days of the order and particu- 
lars of the specific charges within ten days of the trial. Whero a charge was 
made against a returning officer of misconduct personal and through his deputy, 
stringent particulars were ordered to be delivered within six days of the order 
{Crozier v. Hylands (1869), 19 L. T. 572). In Clark y, Wallondy supra (a municipal 
case), the Divisional Court coiisideiod seven days the usually proper time, and 
refused to alter an order prescribing that time. 

(c) West Riding {Southern Division) Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 214 ; but compare 
Brecon Borough (1869), ihid.y 212, where an objection made to the admission 
of particulars on this ground was overruled by Mauitn, B. The first-named case 
was one claiming a majority of legal votes and praying the seat on a scrutiny, 

{d) But see St. George's Division CasSy supra, where the application for 
leave to amend had been made to a judge in chambers and had been refeiTed 
by him to be made to the judges at the trial. Pollock, B., considered the 
course a very inconvenient one, pointing out that an appeal would have lain 
from the judge at chambers to the Court of Appeal. 

(e) This seems to be the position which may he deduced from the various cases 
where the point has arisen. See Belfast Borough Petition (1869), 19 L. T. 574, 
where Keogh, J., said that parties would not be excluded from ^ving evidence 
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to that effect should be filed by the petitioner’s agent (/). In granting 
leave the court will consider whether the respondent will be 
prejudiced by such leave, and if it is of opinion that the respondent 
ought to have time to be enabled to meet such evidence the court 
will grant an adjournment for that purpose, and the court may 
also in its discretion award the respondent the costs entailed by 
such evidence in any event (g). But particulars which are fishing 
or grossly insufficient will be struck out at the trial (/i). 

The court will not allow an amendment of particulars at the trial 
when such amendment really amounts to an amendment of the 
petition (i). 

832. Where a charge of general corruption is made the par- 
ticulars which are ordered are necessarily wider, and the names of 
particular persons alleged to have been bribed or treated will not be 
ordered (/c). 

of instances coining to light before the trial, as had, likewise, been the custom 
of the House of Commons, and the court should investigate all such cases ; 
llewdJetj Borough Case (18G9), 1 O’M. & H. 16; Carnrkferj/ns Borough Case 
nsCOV ibid. 264; Covcnirij Borough Case (1869), ihid.^ 97; Dublin City Case 
^1.869), ibid.y 270, where Keogh, J., said he would allow the utmost latitude to 
amend unless it were evident that the paity had kept back information available 
at the time of delivery of the particulars; Longford County Case (1870), 
2 O’M. & U. 6 ; Harwich Borough Case (1880), 3 OM. & II. 61; Evesham 
Borough Case (1880), ibid.y at p. 94, whero Hawkins, J., drew attention to the 
fact that the court could, in its discretion, after the close of the hearing, call 
and examine any witness, and he said that the respondent might exercise his 
ojition, subject to such power in the court, of ha\ing the evidence of charges 
not included in the particulars excluded during the hearing. 

(/*) Londonderry Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 274, where respondent’s 
counsel was allowed to cross-eyamine petitioner’s agent on his affidavit; 
Cheltenham Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 62; Wigan Borough Case 
(1869), ihid.y 188, iu each of which cases, the petition being part heard, Martin, 
b., said ho could only allow the particulais to be amended by the addition of a 
name on an application by summons eupjiorted by affidavit. 

(</) Stafford Borough Case (1869), 1 OM. & II. 228, 232; Bristol Borough 
Case (1870), 2 O’M. & H. 28; Longford County Cbse (1870), 2 OM. &H. 6; 
JS'oith Durham County Case (1874), ibid.y 152; G&yrge^s Case (1870), 22 L. T. 
731; Bewdley Borough Casey suf/ra; Hereford Borough Case (1869), ihid.y 
194; Penryn Borough Case (1869), ibid.y 127; Bodmin Borough Case (1869), 
ibid.y 117, 119, in which, however, Willks, J. discriminated between 
a charge implicating a sitting meiuher personally and a charge against 
his agent, saying that, in the foinner case, ho would allow the charge to be 
added to the particulars, giving the respondent, if necessary, time to answer it ; 
but, in the latter case, he would only allow the charge to he added if the fact 
were shown to have come to the petitioner’s knowledge since the delivery of the 
particulars; and see Belfast Borough Western Division Case (1886), 4 OM. <&n. 
105, 106, per Dowse, B. ; Waterford Borough Case (1870), 2 O’M. & H. 4, 
where notice to amend the particulars by the addition of a name during the 
hearing was required to be served for the following morning, when the petitioner’s 
agent was examined on oath as to when ho had fii’st hoard it {Waterford Borough 
Case (1870), ibid.y 25). 

(/i) Belfast Beyrouth Western Division Case, supra; Worcester Case (1892), Day, 
85, 87. 

(t) Manchester Borough Eastern Division Case (1892), 4 O’M. & H. 120; 
Montgomery Case (1892), Day, 14; and see Cremer v. LowleSy [1896] 1 Q. B. 604, 
C, A., where, no amendment of the petition having been made, particulars of 
offences in connection with the return of election expenses, occurring after the 
presentation of the petition, were struck out. 

(A) Beverley Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 143 ; Taunton Borough Case 


Sect. 1. 
In Parlia- 
mentary 
Elections. 


General 

corruption. 




426 


Elections. 


Sect. 1. 
In Parlia- 
mentary 
Elections. 


Objections to 
votes. 


Particulars. 


But a petitioner will be ordered to specify the character and 
extent of the corruption alleged (/), and if the allegation be one 
of general corruption by the respondent or by his agent, the peti- 
tioner will not be allowed to give evidence of general corruption 
alone, but he must also prove agency {m). 

833. Where a petitioner claims the seat for an unsuccessful 
candidate, alleging that lie had a majority of lawful votes, either 
party must, six days before that appointed for the trial, deliver to 
the master, and also at the address, if any, given by the other side, 
a list of the votes intended to be objected to and of the heads of the 
objection to each such vote. Inspection and office copies of such 
lists are allowed by the master to all parties concerned. No 
evidence may be given against the validity of any vote or under 
any head of objection not specified in the list, unless by leave of 
the court or the judges upon such terms as to amendment of the 
list, postponement of the inquiry, and payment of costs as may be 
ordered (n). 

In the case of such claims there is no jurisdiction in the court or 
the judges to order any particulars except those specified (o). But 
where a petition contains allegations upon which it claims to have 
the election invalidated and goes on, further, to pray a scrutiny 
and to claim the seat, the ordinary particulars may be ordered as 
to the former part of the petition, while as to the latter part thereof 
no further particulars than those contained in the above-mentioned 
list may be ordered (p). 

Similar particulars are ordered of votes which are sought to be 


(1874), 2 O’M. & n. 66; Wigan Borough Case (1881), 4 O’M. & H. 1. But as 
to a distinction made between bribing and treating see last-named case, per 
GiiOVE, J., at p. 2, where he said that the particulars of biibery must be more 
specific tlian those of treating, as one did not bribe hosts of poo])le generally. 
See also Manchester Borough Eastern Division Case (1892), 4 O’M. & 11. 120, where 
under a charge of general corruption the court refused to admit evidence of 
treating at a certain publichouse which had not been mentioned in the 
particulars. In the Hexham Case and in the Worcister Case (1892), the particulars 
ordeied were those only of time and of place (Day, 12). But see, contra^ King's 
Lynn Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & li. 206, 207, where Martin, B., objected 
to receive evidence of general treating from a person who had been treated, 
whose name was not in the particulars, though he did not think that it was 
necessary to give the name of the publichouse. 

(1) Walsall Case (1892), and Pontefract Case (1893), Day, 12. 

(w) Manchester Borough Eastern Division Case, supra. But see opinion 
expressed by Denman, J., in BirJcheck v. Bullard (1886), 80 L. T. Jo. 253. 

m) Election Petition Rules, r. 7. 

(o) Munro v. Balfour^ [1893] 1 Q, B. 113 ; Furness v. Beresford^ [1898] 1 Q. B. 
495, C. A. 

(p) Munro v. BaJfourt supra. See also Elkins v. Onslow (1868), 19 L. T. 
628, where the claim was lor a scnitiny and the petition also prayed that 
the election might be declared null and void and that the seat should be 
given to the petitioner ; upon the respondent’s application for particulars of all 
acts on whicli the petitioner would rely for the purpose of rendering the election 
null and void, but which did not come within the particulars deliverable 
under s. 7, an order for the delivery of such particulars was made. This 
case was distingished from that of Munro v. Balfour, supra, by Lord Coleridge, 
C.J., in his judgment in the latter case, on the ground that though the 
claim in the Guildford petition {Elkins v. Onslow, supra), was for a scrutiny 
only, it was prayed that if in the course of the scrutiny anything should 
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added ((^). Where no list of the votes intended to be objected to 
has been delivered within the time specified, the court has no power 
to extend the time nor to allow evidence of the votes objected to or 
of the objections thereto to be given at the trial (?•)• 

834 . When the petition complains of an undue return and 
claims the seat for an unsuccessful candidate, the respondent may 
seek to prove that the election of such candidate was undue, and 
may call evidence to that effect in like manner as if he were peti- 
tioning against the election of such candidate (s). Such a case is 
called the recriminatory case. If the respondent proposes to call 
evidence in support of such a case he must, six days before that 
appointed for the trial, deliver to the master and also at the 
address, if any, given by the petitioner, a list of the objections to 
the election on which he intends to rely, and the master is to allow 
inspection and office copies of such lists to all parties concerned (t). 
No evidence may be given by a respondent of any objection not 
specified in the list except with leave of the court or judge, upon 
such terms as to amendment of the list, postponement of the 
i Inquiry, and payment of costs as may be ordered (a). 

The aforesaid time, as also any time mentioned in any rule of 
.'Oiirt or judge’s order hereby particulars are ordered to be 
delivered, or any act is directed to be done, so many days before 
the day appointed for trial, is to be reckoned exclusively of the day 
^f delivery, or that of doing the act ordered and the day appointed 
for trial, and, also, of Bunday, Christmas Day, Good Friday, and 
any other day set apart for a publicfast or a public thanksgiving (a). 

835 . A petition which asks for a recount (h) is a good petition 
!i it claims the seat, though it asks for nothing more. If the applica- 
tion be granted the practice now is to order the recount to be taken 
k^efore the trial (c). 

An officer is appointed who is to take the recount; the order 
directing it, furthermore, generally directs that it shall be taken at 
the Boyal Courts of Justice {d). The respondent’s ballot papers are 
counted by the petitioner and are then handed to the respondent to 


turn out which, if known previously, would have invalidated the election, the 
eh'ction should he invalidated. 

The opinion expressed by Willes, J. {Re a Summons, Sulford Petition (ISGS), 
19 L. T. 2o0), that rr. 6 and 7 should be read together is overruled by Munro 
V. liatfonr, [18911] 1 Q. B. 118, and Furness v. Beiesfoid, [1898] 1 Q. B. 495, C. A. 

{q) Horsham Petition (18G9), 20 L. T. 180; Finshury C'aae (1892) and Cirencester 
Case (1893), Day, 16. In the Horsham Petition, supra, particulars of such votes 
were ordered to be given three days before the trial. 

(r) Neild v. Batty (^1874), L. R. 9 C. P. 104. 

h) Parliamentary Elections Act (1668) (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 53. 

h) Election Petition Rules, 8. 

(tt) Ibid, 

(а) Election Petition Rules, r. 171. 

(б) See Renfrew County Case (1874), 2 O’M. & El. 213, suh nom. Irving v. Mure 
1 R. (Ct. of Sess.) 834; Halifax Borough Case (1893), 4 O’M. & II. 203; 
Greenock Case (1892), Day, 20, 21. The application for the recount should be 
made by summons on an affidavit showing the grounds. 

(c) Halifax Borough Case (1893), 4 O’M. & II. 203. 

{d) This is the usual practice, but in Stepney Division Case (188G), 4 O’M. & II. 
34, 51, Denman, J., himself counted the ballot papers, the parties desiring that 
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be checked by him, and those for the petitioner are similarly dealt 
with by the respondent. If any are disputed the opinion of the 
officer is sometimes asked and given, and if any paper remains 
disputed by either party, the officer reserves it for the decision of 
the court, setting it out in his report thereto. After the counted 
ballot papers have been thus disposed of the rejected ballot papers 
are dealt with in like manner. 

836. Inspection of rejected ballot papers in the custody of the 
Clerk of the Crown (e) may be obtained only under an order of a 
judge of the High Court or of the House of Commons (/). The 
order, when granted by the judge, is only to be granted upon his 
being satisfied by evidence on oath that the inspection or production 
of such ballot papers is required for the purpose of instituting or 
maintaining a prosecution for an offence in relation to ballot papers 
or for the purpose of a petition questioning an election or return. 
Any such order for the inspection or production of ballot papers 
may be made subject to such conditions as to persons, time, place, 
and mode of inspection or production as the House or judge making 
the same, may think expedient, and it is to be obeyed by the Clerk 
of the Crown. The order may be made by any j udge at chambers 0/), 
but seemingly not by the judges presiding at the trial of an election 
petition (h). Strong grounds for making it must be shown, and 
the judge must be satisfied that the application for it is made bond 
fidCy and, thus, will rarely, if ever, grant it unless a petition has 
been instituted or is about to be instituted (0, and it must be 
shown to be really required (/*:). No one is allowed to inspect the 
counted ballot papers or to open the sealed packet of counterfoils 
without an order of the House of Commons or an order of a 
tribunal having cognisance of election petitions (/), which order 
may be made subject to like conditions as to persons, mode, time, and 
place as in the case of the order to inspect rejected ballot papers, with 
the provision that care is to be taken in making the order and in 
carrying it out that the way in which any particular elector has voted 
shall not be discovered until he has been proved to have voted and 
his vote has been declared by a competent court to be invalid {m). 
The proper method of seeking such inspection is by application to 
the court or to a judge at chambers for a rule or order (;i). 

he migiit do so in order to save time and expense, but he stated that this was 
not to be a precedent. In Uenfrew County Case (187-1), 2 O’M. & II. 213, the 
recount took place in open court. 

(c) See p. 329, ante. 

(/) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), Sclied. I., Part I., r. 40. 

(</) Ibid. 

ih) See Stowe v. Jolliffe (1874), L. R. 9 C. P. 416, prr Grove, J., at p. 156. 

(t) Re Darwen Division vf Lancashire (1885), 80 L. T. Jo. 153, diihitante^ 
Day, J., whether the court had any jurisdiction to make the order apart from 
the institution of a petition. 

{k) Ibid. 

U) The High Court (King’s Bench Division) is such a tribunal {Stowe v. 
Joilifey supruy per Brett, J., at p. 455). Compare the judgments of Grove and 
Denman, JJ., at pp. 458, 459. ^emiugly the order cannot be made by a judge 
at chambers [per Grove, J., at p. 456). 

(«i) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 33), Schod. L, Part I., r. 41. 

{n) To do so by way of application for a mandamus to the Clerk of the Crown 
is not proper {Stowe v. JoUffe, aupra per Denman J., at p. 459). 
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The parties may be allowed to make copies of ballot papers 
which, upon a recount, have been reserved for the consideration of 
the court (o). 

837. With the exception of the ballot papers and the :ounterfoils, 
all documents forwarded by a returning officer in pursuance of the 
Ballot Act, 1872, to the Clerk of the Crown are open to public 
invSj^ection at such time and subject to such regulations as the 
Clerk, with the consent of the Speaker of the House of Commons, 
may appoint ; copies of, or extracts from, such documents are to be 
supplied by the Clerk to any person demanding them, on payment 
of such fees and subject to such regulations as the Treasury may 
sanction (p). 

838. Notices to produce and admit are in the ordinary form (q). 
If a notice to produce merely asks, generally, for the production of 
all documents relating to the matter in question, it will entitle the 
party giving it to the production of every document which ought to 
be filed and ought to be delivered to the returning officer, but it wdll 
r.ot entitle him to the production of other specific documents unless 
he has named them in his notice to produce (r). 


(o) Fiiislury Case (1892), Day, 19 ; CirenceaUr Ca^e (1893), ihid. 

Ip) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), Sched. L, Part I., r. 42. Where 
the iriaikod roji^intcr of voters, which is one of the documents open to public 
inspection, had been placed in a sealed packet together with the counter- 
foils, the court, on an application by the petitioner, made an order for the 
Oldening of the packet and the inspection of the register {Stowe v. JoJhJje (1874), 
L. 11. 9 C. P. 446). Inspection of it on an application by a party to a petition wiU 
bo ordeied whether the petitioner does or does not claim a scrutiny {James v. 
Jlemlcrmi (1874), 43 L. J. (c. P.) 238). 

{q) See title tiiACTiCE and Phoceduiie. The notice must be in writing 
{Ghmceater shire Case {temp. 1800-1812), Orme Klection Laws, p. 474). Though the 
form used is similar to that contained in the Appendix to the Rules of the 
Supreme Court, it is submitted that Ord. 31 is not applicable ; see notes (a), (5), 
p. 430, post. Rules 1 and 12 thereof aie, on the authority of the cases cited in 
the above notes, not applicable. Thus it follows that an election petition does not 
come within the category of any cause or matter mentioned in those two rules, 
or defined in the Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 100. The Election 
Petition Rules contain no direct provision on the subject ; see Mooi'e v. Kennard 
(1883), 10 Q. B. D. 290. The practice of the election committees appears to 
have regarded a geneial notice as sufficient, if it indicated clearly to the party 
on whom it was served the paiticular document it called for; see Royers v, 
Custance (1839), 2 Mood. & R. 179, and Jacob v. Lee (1837), ibid., 33. A notice 
to produce “ all public books, documents etc. relating to voters of the borough” 
was held to include the charter of the hoiough {Youyhal Ejection Case (1838), Palo. 
& Pitz. 385) ; see Bradford Borough Case (18b9), 1 O’hL & II. 30, 31 , whore Martin, 
B., said that the petitioner may call for any document in the respondent’s posses- 
sion, and upon l^ing produced it becomes evidence as being a document in the 
respondent’s possession produced by him. Notice to produce must bo served so 
as to allow the party on whom it is served reasonable time to comply with it. 

(r) Westminster Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & II. 89, per Martin, B., at 
p. 93, in which case the petitioner called for the production of certain canvassing 
returns, his notice to produce sajung “ all documents, books and papers whatso- 
ever and in anywise relating to the matters in question in this case,” which 
notice was held to bo too general to entitle him to the production of the docu- 
ments asked for. In the same case it was held {ibid.., at p. 94) that a party was 
not entitled to call for and look at generally the canvassing sheets of the other 
party ; but in Northallerton BorougJi Case (1869), ibid., 167, at pp. 168, 169a 
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839 . Where any summons, notice or document is required to be 
served on any person with reference to any proceeding regarding an 
election for a county or borough, whether it be for the purpose of 
causing such person to appear before the High Court or an election 
court, or before election commissioners, or otherwise, or for the 
purpose of giving him an opportunity of making a statement or 
showing cause, or being heard by himself before any court or com- 
missioners for any purpose of the Corrupt and Illegal Practices 
Prevention Act, 1883, such summons, notice, or document may be 
served either by delivering it to such person or by leaving it at his 
last known place of abode in such county or borough, or by sending 
it by post by registered letter to such place of abode, or if the 
proceeding is one before any court or commissioners, in any other 
manner which such court or commissioners may direct; and in 
proving such service by post it is sufficient to prove that the letter 
was prepaid, properly addressed and registered with the Post 
Office (s). 

840 . A copy of every order, excepting orders giving further time 
for delivering particulars or orders for costs only, and a copy of 
every particular delivered, is to be filed forthwith with the master, 
or, if he so directs, the order itself or a duplicate of it must be so 
filed. Such copy, order, or duplicate is to be produced at the trial 
by the registrar, stamped with the official seal. The order and the 
particulars respectively must be filed by the party who obtains the 
same (t). 

841 . Neither the court nor a judge has power to order inspection 
and discovery of documents (a), nor to make an order lor the 
administration of interrogatories (h), 

842 . The court or a judge has power to order a commission for 
the examination of a witness who is dangerously ill(c). If the 
order is made at the trial the practice is to have the examination 


WiLTJES, J., bold that a petitioner was entitled to ask for any pailicular entry 
in respondent’s canvass book. 

(«) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 61), 
B. 62 (2). 

(<) Election Petition Pules, 69. 

(a) Moore v. Kenimid (1883), 10 Q. B. D. 290; Coventry Vetilion (1869), 19 
L. T. 742, in which Blackburn, J., made an order for an affidavit of documents 
by a party to a petition ; and Sla^i/rd Petition (1869), 20 L. T. 237, in 
which the same judge made an order for inspection, are overruled. In his 
judgment in the latter case Blackburn, J., stated his opinion that s. 2 of 
the Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), gave the judges 
power to make orders in confonnity with the Common Law Procedure Acts. 
But it is submitted on the authority of Moore v. Kntnard, aupra^ and Wells v. 
Wren (1880), 6 0. P. D. 546, that this is not so. As to discovery of documents 
in possession of a returning officer, see Re Pembroke Urban District Couwil 
Elation Petition y [1908] 2 I. R. 158. 

(5) Wells V. Wreny supra. The court also expressed much doubt as to whether 
the judges on the rota would have power, under s. 25 of the Parliamentary 
Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), to make a rule enabling the making 
oi an order for the aaministration of interrogatories. 

(c) Staleybridge Election Petition (1869), 19 L. T. 703 ; Wells v. Wreuy supra^ 
per Lord Coleridge, C.J., at p. 650. 
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taken before the registrar of the court {d). The shorthand writer 
must attend (e) and counsel may attend. 

843. An election petition may not be withdrawn without leave 
of the court (/) or of two judges (g), for which special application 
must be made(/A). Notice in writing of the application signed by 
the petitioners or their agent and stating the ground on which it is 
proposed to support the application must be left at the master’s 
office (i). If theie be more than one petitioner all must consent (/c), 
and all must sign the notice either by themselves or by their 
agent (0. The petitioner must give a copy of the notice to the 
respondent and a copy to the returning officer, who is to make it 
public in the county or borough to which it relates (m). The 
petitioner must publish forthwith a copy of the notice in, at least, 
one newspaper circulating in the place to which it relates (n), 

(d) Wallingford {Borough) Case (18G9), 1 O’M. &H. 57 ; Montgomery Boroughs 
Vase (1892), 4 O’M. & H. 167, not reported on this point. 

(e) Ihid,, and compare s. 24 of the Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 
(31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), as to the taking down of the evidence at the trial by the 
shorthand writer. 

(/) The court means the King’s Bench Division of the High Court of Justice ; 
see Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 2 ; and 
Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Vict. c. 66), ss. 16, 32. 

{g) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1879 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 125), s. 38 ; Parlia- 
mentary Elections and Corrupt Practices Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Vict. c. 75), s. 2. 

{h) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 125), s. 35 ; JIarilepool 
Election Petition (1869), 19 L. T. 821. 

(/) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict, c. 125), s. 35 ; Election 
Petition Rules, rr. 45, 46. The following form of notice contained in r. 45 is 
sufficient : — 

Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868. 

County [or borough] of petition of [state petitioners'] presented 

day of 

The petitioner proposes to apply to withdraw his petition upon tho following 
ground [here state the ground^^ and prays that a day may be appointed for 
hearing his application. 

Dated this day of 

(Signed) 

If the application is not made until the hearing and notice has not been given, 
the court may adjourn the hearing to enable the statutory notice to bo given 
{IJaitlepool Election Petition^ supra), 

(k) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 125), s. 35. 

(/) Election Petition Rules, r. 45. 

(m) I hid , r. 47. 

(7i) Ibid. The following is a form of notice contained in r. 47, setting out a 
copy of the notice left with the master, which may be used for the presciibed 
service upon the respondent and the returning officer, and for the proscribed 
publication : — 

Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868. 

In the election petition for in which is petitioner and 
respondent. 

Notice is hereby given, that the above petitioner has on the day of 
lodged at the master’s office notice of an application to withdraw the petition, 
of which notice the following is a copy — [ae^ it out,] 

And take notice that by the rule made by the judges any person who might 
ha\e been a petitioner in respect of the said election may, within five days after 
publication by the returning officer of this notice, give notice in writing of hia 
intention on the hearing to apply for leave to be substituted as a petitioner. 

(Signed) • 

Notwithstanding the provisions of the Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 
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Sect. 1. 844. Before leave for the withdrawal of an election petition is 

In Parlia- granted there must he produced affidavits by all the parties to the 
mentary petition and by their solicitors, as also affidavits by the election 
Elections, agents of all of the said parties who were candidates at the election in 
Affidavits question. But the High Court may, on cause shown, dispense with 
necessaiy. the affidavit of any particular person if it seems to the court, on special 
grounds, to be just to do so (o). Each affidavit is to state that to the 
best of the deponent’s knowledge and belief no agreement or terms of 
any kind whatsoever has or have been made and no undertaking has 
been entered into in relation to the withdrawal of the petition (p),but 
if any lawful agreement has been made with respect to the withdrawal 
of the petition, the affidavit is to set forth such agreement, and it is 
to make the foregoing statement subject to what appears from the 
affidavit (q). The affidavit of the party applying for leave to with- 
draw the petition, and that of his solicitor, must each farther state 
the ground on which the withdrawal is sought (r). Where there are 

(31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 35, and of the Election Petition Buies, rr. 45—50, 
cases are reported to have been “ withdrawn ” on an application made upon or 
during the hearing (see Pemhrohe Poroiigha Case (1901), 5 O’M. & II. 145; 
Cliristchui ch Borou^jh Case (1901), ibid.^ 147 ; St. Georye^s Ihrision Case (1896), 
i/nd, IIG; York City 0^56(1898), t/nd., 118). There is nothing in the reports 
of these cases to show that the provisions of the above section and rules had been 
preliminarily complied with, and from the making of the application as reported 
the contrary would appear to be the case. Possibly the word “ withdrawal ” is 
not used accurately in designating what was done in these cases, and theproceduro 
was, in fact, a dismissal of the petition on the application of the petitioner. Other 
wise, it would seem that either these provisions do not apply to applications for 
leave to withdraw made on the hearing, or, if they do, that tiiey were not complied 
with in those cases, as the repoits appear to show ; compare IJaJi/ax Ihrrouyh Case 
(1893), 4 O’M. & H. 203. In Pembroke Boroughs Case (1901), 5 O’M. & II. 135, 
the petitioner’s claim for a scrutiny depended on a question of law, which was 
decided against him. lie thereupon asked the judges for leave to withdraw 
the petition. The resjMmdcnt had alleged goneial corruption by way of a 
recriminatory case, which he also dosiicd to withdraw, alleging that he had no 
evidence to support it. lie stated that ho had agreed to take £500 in lieu of 
costs from the respondent. The judges allowed both applications, stating that, 
ns the petitioner would, in the ordinary course, have been liable for costs, and 
if the respondent had proceeded with the recriminatory case, bills of costs would 
have had to be exchanged, and the matter to go to taxation, the agreement as 
to costs seemed unobjectionable. See also St, George's Division Case (1896), 
5 O’M & H. 87. 

(o) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Yict. c, 61), 
B. 41 (1). The jurisdiction to dispense with an affidavit under this sub-section 
can only be exercised by a judge on the rota; see ibid.^ s. 56(1), p. 409, aw/c, 
and Halifax Borough Case (1893), 4 O’M. & II. 203. 

(p) This statement is to bo made subject to any agreement or othor matter 
appearing from the affidavit ; see infra. 

(q) Coirupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
s. 41(2). 

(r) Ibid., 8 . 41 (3). Where some of the charges alleged in an election petition, 
upon the hearing of which the election was avoided, applied equally to a subse- 
quent petition respecting the other parliamentary division of the same county, 
and the respondent in such subsequent petition declared that he did not consider 
himself justified in defending the seat, so far as it was sought to be avoided on 
such charges, and the petitioiieis’ counsel thereupon stated that if the respon- 
dent’s counsel would consent to an order the same as that which was made with 
regard to the former petition he considered that he ought not to take up time 
by proceeding with the petition, the court desired him to proceed. The court 
stated that it could not sanction such an anungement ; that the decision must 
be based upon the evidence which might be adduced ; and that the very nature of 
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more solicitors than one concerned for the petitioner or the respon- 
dent, whether in the capacity of agent for another solicitor or other- 
wise, the affidavit must be made by each such solicitor («). Where 
a person not a solicitor is lawfully acting as agent in the case of an 
election petition, he is, for the purpose of making the affidavit, 
deemed to be a solicitor (i). 

Copies of the affidavits are to be delivered to the Director of 
Public Prosecutions a reasonable time before the application for 
the withdrawal is heard (a), and the court may hear him or his 
assistant or other representative (appointed with the approval of 
the Attorney- General) in opposition to the application, and may 
hear any evidence on oath which on the part of the Director of 
Public Prosecutions it is considered material to call (6). 

Any person who might have been a petitioner (c) in respect of the 
election to which the petition relates may, on the hearing of the 
application for leave to withdraw the petition, apply to the court or 
to the judges to be substituted as a petitioner in place of the one 
seeking to withdraw the petition (d). Such person ought to give 
notice to the master of his intention to apply to be so substituted 
within five days after the publication by the returning officer of the 
petitioner’s notice of his intention to apply for leave to withdraw 
his petition (e). The notice should be in writing and should be 
signed by the person proposing to apply to be so substituted or by 
his agent, but the failure to give the notice is not to defeat the 
application if it is in fact made at the hearing (/). 

845. The time and place for hearing the application are fixed by 
a judge, and, according as he may consider advisable, it will bo 
heard by the High Court or by two judges (cf). The time fixed 

an election petition, and the provisions of the Acts of Parliament concerning it, 
iciiderod it impossible for the court to sanction any concession which might 
have the oUoct of excluding that full disclosure of the facts which it was one of 
the objects of the law to provide for or of preventing that thorough investigation 
which the court is bound to make of all the chaigos relied on by the petitioner 
{North Meath C'ase (1892), Day, 141, 142, per Andrews, J.). In Hah fax Borough 
Case (1893), 4 O’M. & II. 203, tho recount having shown a majority in favour of 
the respondent, the petitioner sought to withdraw the petition, but the court 
refused leave on the ground of the insufficiency of the affidavits, saying that 
they must hear the petition and differentiating the case from that of Renfrew 
County Case (1874), 2 O’M. & H, 213, on the ground that in the latter case the 
recount took place in open court on the hearing of the petition. 

(5) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 61), 
8. 41 (8). 

(0 Ibid,, s. 41 (9). 

(a) See Halifax Borough Case, supra, 

{h) Corrupt and lUogal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 61), 
s. 41 (5); Re Devoiiport Election (1886), 2 T. L. B. 345. But the court has no 
power to allow him the costs of his appearance {ibid,; Lichfield Division Ca$e 
(1895), 6 O’M. & H. 27, 38), 

(c) See p. 411, ante, 

i d) Parliamentaiy Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. 0 . 125), s. 35. 
c) Election Petition Rules, r. 48. 

/) Ibid, 

g) Ibid,, r, 49 ; Parliamentary Elections and Corrupt Practices Act, 1879 
(42 & 43 Viet. c. 75 ), 8. 2. In Re Devonpori Election (1886), 2 T. L. R. 345, 
an application for leave to withdraw the petition was made to a Divisional 
Court consisting of two judges, neither of wnom was on the rota. 
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must not be less than a week after the petitioner’s notice of his 
intention to apply for leave to withdraw his petition has been given 
to the master (/t). Notice of the time and place fixed is to be given 
to any person who shall have given notice to the master of his 
intention to apply to be substituted as a petitioner, and such other 
notice is to be given as the judge may direct and in such manner 
and at such time as he may direct (i). 

The court or the judges may substitute as petitioner any person 
so applying to be so substituted (/c). Moreover, if in the opinion 
of the court or of the judges the proposed withdrawal is induced 
by any corrupt bargain or consideration they may by order direct 
that the security given in behalf of the original petitioner shall 
remain as security for any costs which may be incurred by the 
substituted petitioner, and that to the extent of the sum mentioned 
in the security the original petitioner shall be liable to pay the costs 
of the substituted petitioner (/c). If no such order is made, security 
to the same amount and subject to like conditions as would be 
required in the case of a new petition must be given on behalf of 
the substituted petitioner before he proceeds with his petition, 
within the prescribed time (1) after the order of substitution. 

846. In giving leave for the withdrawal of a petition the court 
or the judges may make the leave subject to cause being shown by 
the Public Prosecutoi', if desirable, to restore the petition, and the 
court or judges may, accordingly, in granting the leave reserve to 
the Public Prosecutor liberty to apply to the court within a specified 
time (vi), 

847. If any person makes any agreement or terms or enters into 
any undertaking in relation to the withdrawal of an election peti- 
tion, and such agreement, terms, or undertaking is or are for the 
withdrawal of the election petition in consideration of any payment, 
or in consideration that the seat shall at any time be vacated, or in 
consideration of the withdrawal of any other election petition, or 
if such agreement, terms, or undertaking (whether lawful or unlaw- 
ful) is not or are not mentioned in the aforesaid affidavits, he is 
guilty of a misdemeanour (n). Moreover, where in the opinion of 
the court (^)) the proposed withdrawal was the result of any pro- 
hibited agreement, terms, or undertaking (p), the court has the same 


(7i) Election Petition Eules, r. 49. 

{i) Ihid. 

\k) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet c. 125), s. 35. 

(/) Ihid. There is no special rule prescribing any time m this case. It is 
submitted that as in the case of a new petition the time is limited to three days 
from presentation, so in the case of a substituted petitioner it is limited to throe 
days from the order of substitution. 

(m) Haggeraton Division Case (1896), 5 O’M. & H. 68, 88. 

(n) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
B. 41 (4). 

(o) It is submitted, in view of ihid., s. 41 (5), and of the Parliamentary Elections 
Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 35, that the court hearing the application 
for leave to withdraw is meant. 

(p) /,e., prohibited by s. 41 (4) of the Corrupt and Illegal Practices Pie- 
vention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51). 
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power with respect to the security as where it is of opinion that the 
proposed withdrawal was induced by a corrupt consideration (q). 

848 . Whenever a petition is withdrawn the court is to report to 
the Speaker whether in its opinion the withdrawal was the result of 
any agreement, terms, or undertaking, or was in consideration of 
any payment or of the withdrawal of any other petition or in con- 
sideration that the seat should at any time be vacated or for any 
other consideration, and if so, it is to state the circumstances 
attending the withdrawal (?•). 

849 . A petition abates by the death of a sole or of a sole 
surviving petitioner (s). The abatement is to be notified by the 
party or person interested in the same manner (t) as that in 
which an application to withdraw a petition is notified. Any person 
who might originally have been a petitioner in respect of the 
election in question may within one calendar month after the 
notice or within such further time as, upon consideration of any 
special circumstances, the court or a judge may allow, by moving the 
court or by summons before a judge at chambers, apply to be sub- 
stituted as a petitioner (a), 

A petitioner who after the presentation becomes a member of the 
House of Lords may (apparently) proceed with his petition (/>). It 
seems that a pei son who has been returned for one place is not 
thereby debarred from petitioning for another (c). 

The death of a respondent does not abate a petition (d). A peti- 
tion drops by the fact that Parliament is dissolved while the petition 
is ponding (e), but it proceeds notwithstanding a prorogation of 
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{q) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 188’i (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
8. 41 (6) ; Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868(31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 35. As to 
withdrawal of petition before security has been given, see Lay, 9. There is no 
piovision in the Acts for such a case, and the Acts apparently contemplate 
only cases where security has been given. Thus, according to Lay, at p. 9, 
three petitions, in none of which security was found, are on the file. 

(r) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
B. 41 (7). If it be sought to withdiaw a petition, not in the proscribed 
manner, but by offering no evidence at the hearing, the court will make a 
special leport to that effect to the Speaker [Hartlepool Election Petition (1869), 
19 L. T. 821, per Ulackbukn, J., at p. 822). 

(s) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 37. 

(<) See p. 431, aide ; Election Petition Rules, r. 50. The rule does not specify 
the party or person interested who is to give the notice. 

(a) Ihid. ; l^ailiamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 37. 

(/>) Belfast Burowjh Case (1842), Bar. & Aust. 553, 651, where a motion before 
the House of Commons for the dismissal of a petition on this ground was, 
after argument, dropped. 

(c) See Orme, Election Laws, p. 261. A person petitioning for one place is 
ciipable of being selected and returned for another (2 1 Commons’ Journals (1728), 
135) ; a])parently he must make his choice as to which of the places he will sit 
for as soon as the controverted return shall have been affirmed (ibid.), 

(d) Tipperary County Case (1875), 3 O’M. & U. 19; Ludyershall Case (1791), 
House of Commons’ Jounials, Voi. 46, p. 411; Dublin City Case (1836), House 
of Commons’ Journals, p. 364. 

(c) Carter v. Mills (1874), L. R. 9 0. P. 117 ; Marshall y. James (1874), 

702 . 
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Parliament (/) or the acceptance by the respondent of an office of 
profit under the Crown (g). 

850. After receiving notice of the petitioner’s intention to apply 
for leave to withdraw the petition, or of the respondent’s intention 
not to oppose it, or of the abatement of it by the death of the 
petitioner, or notice of the death of the respondent, or of his being 
summoned to Parliament as a peer, or of the House of Commons 
having resolved that his seat is vacant, if such notice be received 
after notice of trial has been given and before the trial has com- 
menced, the master is forthwith to countermand the notice of trial. 
The countermand is to be given as nearly as possible in the same 
manner as the notice of trial (h), 

851. A respondent may apply to have a petition dismissed (i ) ; the 
application should be a substantive one made by motion ad hoc(k). 
Where a petition has been improperly pi esented the court will order 
it to be taken off the file (1). 

852. If it appears to the court upon the application, duly 
made(m), of any party to a petition that the case raised by it can be 
conveniently stated as a special case, the court may direct it to be so 
stated (n). The application may be made by rule in the Divisional 
Court (o) when sitting, or by summons before a judge at chambers, 
ui^on bearing the parties (p). 

The case is stated to the Divisional Court (q). Only one counsel 
has a right to be heard on either side, though, as a matter of 
exceptional indulgence, the court may hear two(/’). 


(/) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 19. 

{(/) Ibid., 8. 18. ^ 

(A) J<llection Petition Pules, r. 74. 

(i) Hackney Borough (7056(1874), 2 O’M. & II. 78. In that case a summons 
to have the petition dismissed was taken out, but was, after argument, 
dismissed. As to cases whore application has boon made for relief in respect 
of an election, after a petition relating thereto has been presented, see p. 508, 
yost. 

{k) Stepney Case (1892), Day, 10, per Cave, J. In the Halifax Borough 
Case (1893), 4 O'M. & H. 203, a recount having already been granted, and 
having shown a majority of votes for the respoiulent, the petitioner, upon the 
jietition coming on tor hearing, applied to tho election couit for leave to with- 
draw it, which was refused, and the respondent applied for a ceitificate that he 
had been duly elected, but his application was refused. IIawkins, J., said the 
court could not dismiss the petition without hearing it, and he differentiated 
the case from the Renfrew County Case (1874), 2 O’M. & H. 213, on the ground 
that in the latter case the petitioner had been heard, inasmuch as the recount 
had taken place in open couit. 

(/) Bopey. Bruton (1900), 17 T. L. P. 182 (municipal case) ; Coxy. Davies, 
[1898] 2 Q. B. 202 (rural district council case). 

(m) See p. 459, post. 

(n) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1808 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 11 (16). 

(o) Election Petition Pules, r. 37 ; Judicatui’e Act, 1881 (44 & 5 Viet. c. 68), 
5.14; P. S. C., Old. 59. r. 1 (h). 

( p) Election Petition Pules, r. 37. 

(q) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 11 (16); 
Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), ss. IG, 32; Judicature Act, 1881 
(44 tk 45 Viet. c. 68), s. 14 ; R. S. 0., Old. 59, r. 1 (b). 

(r) Jie Thomhury Division of Gloucestershire Election Petition, Ackers y. Howard 
(1886), 16 (i. B. D. 739, 746. 
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The decision of the Divisional Court on a case thus stated to it is 
final, unless that court gives special leave to appeal («). But the 
Divisional Court may give such leave (0, and if, accordingly, an 
appeal be made, the decision of the Court of Appeal is final and 
conclusive (a). 

The decision of the court is certified by it to the Speaker (b). 

Sub- Sect. 5. — 2'he Hearing, 

853 . Petitions, as far as conveniently possible, are to be tried in 
the order in which they stand in the election list (c). 

It is the master’s duty as soon as possible to make out a list of all 
the petitions at issue (d) in the order of their presentation, and to 
insert in it the names of the agents of the petitioner and respondent 
respectively, and the addresses, if any, to which notices may be sent. 
The list is to be put up on a notice board at the master’s office 
which is headed “ Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868,” and is 
reserved for proceedings thereunder. This list is called the election 
list, and it is open for inspection at any time during office hours w. 
Whore there are two or more petitions relating to tlie same election 
or return they are bracketed together in the list and they are to be 
dealt with as one petition, but they are to take their place in the 
list where the last of them would have stood if it had been the only 
potilion, unless the court directs otherwise (/). 


(s) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 12o), s. 11 (16), as 
ainoncled by the Judicature Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 08), s. 14 ; Unw\n v. 
MvMullen, [1891] 1 Q B. 694, 699, 0. A.; Shaw v, Becliit, [1893] 1 Q. B. 
779. 

(<) Line v. Warren (1885), 14 Q. B. D. 548, C. A.; Beresford-IIope v. 
Sandhurst (Lady) (1889), 23 Q. B. D. 79, C. A. 

(a) Judicature Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Vict. c. 68), e. 14. 

(5) Pailiaineutary Elections Act, 18(>8 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 125), s. 11 (16). 

(c) Ibid.y s. 10. 

(d) As to when a petition is at issue, see p. 421, ante, 

(e) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 125), s. 10 ; 
Election IVtition Eules, r. 30. 

(/) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 125), s 23. 
As to two respondents see s. 22, and p. 4i6, arite. As to secuiity where 
there is more than one respondent, see p. 419, ante. The effect of sections 
22 and 23 soems to bo tliat, when there are two or more petitions 
against the return or the election of the same person they are to be 
dealt with as one petition, but when there is a petition against two or 
more respondents, it is not to be considered as being one petition, though it 
is permissible to try it as against them all at the same time. Whether two 
petitions, of which one prays the seat while the other docs not pray it, may 
propeily bo tried together seems doubtful (Maldon Borough J*etition (1853), 
2 Pow. R. & D. 143). But in Cashel Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 286, 
where there were two petitions against the same respondent, of which one 
prayed the seat, Eitzgeeald, B., decided that he would allow them to bo 
opened together, hut reserved his decision as to the further course. In West 
Riding of Yorkshire Ca«c (1869), 1 O’M. & II. 213, there were two petitions, 
one against two respondents, which also prayed the seat, and the other, likewise, 
praying the seat against one of these two respondents. They appear to have 
been treated as two separate cases. In Sfafford Borough Ca^e (1869), 1 O’M. 
a H. 228, there were two petitions, in each of which the petitioner and the 
respondent were different. They were treated as two different cases, though 
Blackburn, J., at p. 232, said that he would treat the evidence in the one 
case as a]iplicahle to both, except where application was made to examine or 
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854. The time and place of the trial of an election petition aro 
appointed by the judges on the rota (rj). The trial of a petition 
relating to a borough election must take place in the borough and 
that of one relating to a county election in the county (h), unless 
there are special circumstances which in the opinion of the court 
render it desirable that the trial should be held elsewhere than in 
the borough or county. Should such circumstances exist the court 
may appoint such other place as shall appear most convenient (i). 

The special circumstances must be such as to render the trial of 
the petition elsewhere than in the borough or county to the election 
for which it relates not merely more convenient but more conducive 
to the ends of justice, and convenience or inconvenience is not in 
iLself a special circumstance. Without such special circumstances 
the court has no power to change the place of trial of a petition 
from the borough or county to the election for which it relates (/c). 
Applications for a change of venue should be made to the court and 
not to a judge in chambers (Z). 

In the case of a petition relating to a borough within the metro- 
politan district the petition may be heard at any place within that 
district which the court may appoint (in). 

If the building in which it is proposed to hold the trial is situated 
on land which does not form part of the county or of the borough, 
although it is within the confines of the county or of the borough, 
application should be made to the court for an order giving leave 
for the trial of the petition in such building (71). 

855. Written notice of the appointed time and place is to be 
given by the master by sticking it up in his office, sending by post 


ro-examino witnesses. In Pooh Borough Case, (1874), 2 O’M. & II. 123, two 
petitions against the same respondent wore heaid together. 

ig) Parliaiiiontary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 11 (11); 
Election Petition Pules, r. 31. 

(7/) It is submitted that whore a county has more than one parliamentary 
division the trial should be held in that division to the election for which it 
relates (Redistribution of Seats Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 23), ss. 9 (3), 
22). Put see Be Hexham Kledion Petition (1892), TimeSy 8th November, 
where, on an affidavit of the under-shoriff stating that it was impossible to 
provide suitable accommodation at Iloxbam, the venue was changed to New- 
castle; and see Lawson v. Chester Master, [1893] 1 Q. B. 245, where the venue 
was changed from Cirencester to Gloucester. 

( 1 ) Pailiamentary Elections Act, 18(58 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 11 (11) ; 
Sligo Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 300. 

(k) Lawson v. Chester Master, supra. In that case it was held that the fact that 
the point in dispute would not necessitate the calling of any witnesses and that it 
would be more convenient and cheaper to have the petition tried in London did 
not constitute special circumstances; see also Collins v. Price (1880), 5 0. P. D. 
644, where the court expressed gi-ave doubt as to whether the absence of 
accommodation at the place for which the election was held constituted special 
circumstances; but see Re Hexham Election Petition, supra, and Aick v. 
Bentinck (1887), 18 Q. B. D. 648. 

(/) Collins V. Price, supra. 

{rn) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868, 31 & 32 Viet. 0 . 125), s. 11 (11; 
Be Stepney Election Petition (1892), Times, 1st November. 

{n) Chester Case (1880), June 23, apparently not reported on this point ; 
Maidstme Case (1906), not reported on this point. Compare //a dsor* v. 
(1877), 3 Q. B. D. 46. 



Pari VI. — Petitions. 


439 


a copj to the address given by the petitioner and a copy to the 
address, if any, given by the respondent, and a copy to the sheriff, 
or in the case of a borough having a mayor, to the mayor, fifteen 
days before that appointed for the trial. The sheriff or the mayor, 
as the case may he, is forthwith to publish the notice in the county 
or borougli respectively. But the sticking up of the notice at the 
master’s office constitutes of itself due notice, and it will not be 
vitiated by any miscarriage of such copies or any of them (o). 
The master must also transmit to the Treasury and to the Clerk of 
the Grown notice of the time and place of the trial (p). The Clerk of 
the Crown must on or before the day fixed deliver the poll books to 
the registiar of the election court or to his deputy. If required to 
do so, the registrar or his deputy is to give a receipt for them, and 
the registrar is to keep them in safe custody till the trial is over, 
when he is to return them to the Crown Office (^). 

856. The judges presiding at the trial of an election petition 
may adjourn it from place to place within the borough or county 
and from time to time as they may think expedient (r). The judges 
may from time to time by order made upon the application of a 
party to a petition or by notice in such foi m as tin y may direct to 
Lo sent to the sheriff or mayor, as the case may be, postpone the 
beginning of the trial to such day as they may name. On receipt 
of such notice the sheriff or the mayor respectively is immediately 
to make it public (s). 

If the judges do not arrive at the time fixed for the trial or to 
which the trial has been postponed, it stands ipso facto adjourned 
to the following day and so on from day to day (a). 

No formal adjournment of the court is necessary after the trial 
is begun, but the trial is to be deemed adjourned, and it is to be 
continued, as far as practicable, from day to day, on every lawful 
day, until its conclusion (h), 

857. In case the year for which the election judges have been 
appointed has expired before the conclusion of the trial or of any of 
the proceedings relating to or incidental to the petition, the 
authority of these judges still continues for the purposes of such trial 
and such proceedings (c), and a judge before whom, whether alone or 
in conjunction with any other judge, any trial or other matter is 
pending at the expiration of the year may proceed with it and give 
judgment on it just as if the year for which he was appointed had 
not expired (d). 


(o) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 11 (10); 
Election Petition Rules, rr. 31, 32. For form of notice of trial, see r. 33. 

( p) Election Petition Rules, r. 62. 

Iq) Jhid, 

(r) Parliamenta^ Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 11 (12), 

(«) Election Petition Rules, r. 34. 

(a) Ihtd,, r. 35. 

(5) IMd.f r. 36 ; Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 
Viet. c. 51), s. 42. 

(r) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 61), 
B. 42. 

(ri) Judicature Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 68), s. 13. 
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858. If the judges who have begun the trial be prevented by 
illness or otherwise from concluding it, it may be recommenced and 
concluded by two other judges (c). 

859. The shorthand writer of the House of Commons or his 
deputy must attend the trial and must be sworn by the court 
faithfully and truly to take down the evidence, and from time to 
time, as occasion requires, to write it or cause it to be written in 
words at length. The evidence must then be taken down accord- 
ingly, and it must from time to time be written out at length, and a 
copy of it is to accompany the certificate made by the judges to the 
Speaker (/). 

The expenses of the shorthand writer are to be treated as part of 
the expenses incurred in receiving the judges (g). 

860. Witnesses are subpoenaed and sworn in the same manner 
as nearly as circumstances admit as in a trial at Nisi Prius, and they 
are subject to the same penalties for perjury (li), A subpoena may 
be issued to witnesses out of the jurisdiction (i). On the trial the 
judges may, by order under thoir hands, compel the attendance of 
any person, as a witness, who appears to them to have been con- 
cerned in the election in question, and any person who refuses to 
obey the order is thereby guilty of contempt of court (/c). 

In the event of its being necessary to commit any person for 
contempt, the warrant for committal is made out and directed to 
the sheriff or other person having the execution of process of the 
superior courts and to all constables and officers of the peace of the 
county or place where the person adjudged guilty of contempt may 
be found, and a warrant in the prescribed form(Z) is sufficient 
without further particularity and is to be executed by all persons to 
whom it is directed (m). 

The judges have power to examine any witness so compelled to 
attend or any person in court, though not called by any of the 


(c) Election Petition Eules, r. 36. The rule was framed before the Parlia- 
mentary Elections and Corrupt Practices Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 75), 
and so only provides for the case of the disablement of the judge. But it is 
submitted that under it, in the event of the disablement of one of the judges, the 
tiial should be commenced de novo. See Bodmin Case (1906), 15 O’M. & H. 225. 
(/) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 24. 

(^r) Ihid.; seep. 411, ante. 

(A) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 31. See 
generally title Evidence, and as to perjury, title Ciuminal Law, Vol. IX., 
p. 490. 

{%) Attendance of Witnesses Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 34), s. 1, amended by 
Judicature Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 61), s. 16; Cashel Borough Case (1869), 
1 O’M. & H. 286, 287. It is submitted that under the section as amended the 
power may also be exercised otherwise than on the actual trial of an election 
petition, that is, whether the election court is sitting or not. 

(A:) Pailiamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 32. This 
power has been exercised where witnesses have failed to attend on subpoena 
\Norwich Borough Case (1869), 1 O'M. & 11. 8, ;)cr Martin, B., at p. 9; Qalway 
County Case (1872), 2 0*M. & H. 48, 60, 61) ; and it has also been granted where 
a witness was stated to he evading the service of a subpoena ( Waterford Borough 
Case (1870), 2 O’M. &H. 3). 

(Z) For form of such order see Election Petition Eules, r. 41 
(m) Ihd.t IT. 42, 43. For form of such warrant see r. 42* 
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parties to the petition (ii). After any witness has been so examined 
by the judges the petitioner and the respondent, or either of them, 
are to be at liberty to cross-examine him (o). Except in so far as 
the common law rules of evidence, practice, and procedure have 
been applied to election petitions in pursuance of statute or by 
rule, they are not, as such, binding on judges presiding at the 
trial of an election petition (p). 


(n) Evesham Borough Case (1880), 3 O’M. & II. 94, 95, 9G ; Montgomery 
Boroughs Case (1892), 4 O’M. & II. 1()7, 1G9, 170. In the latter case Pollock, B., 
cited the Hexham Division Case 0892), 4 O’M. & II. 143, as an authority for a 
statement which he made that the court had power to call witnesses to clear up 
any matter that has aiisen in the course of the trial, hut in the IHxhnm Case 
the couit Booms to have directed the counsel for the Director of Public Prosecu- 
tions to call the witnesses. The common law does not admit of this being done ; 
see Re Enochs [1910] 1 K. B. 327. The Court appears to have discretion in the 
matter. As long as the parties are at arm’s length it does not seem usual for 
the court to call — as between petitioner and lespondent — a witness whom both 
sides have abstained from calling, though aftei the question between the parties 
has been settled this is often done ; see the Haitlejiool Case (1910), Times, 4th May, 
and compare the Montgomery Case, suyra. 

(o) Pailiamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 32. 

(p) North Norfolk Case fl86‘t), 1 O’M. & II. 236, per Blackbuun, J., at 
p. 239, and Wells v. Wren (1880), 5 C. P. I). 54G, and note thereon, p 430, ante, and 
note (a), p. 445, post; but see, contra, Cheltenham Borough Case (18G9), 1 O’M. & H, 
62, at p, 63, and Bradford Borough Case (1869), 'ilml., 30, 31. The common 
law rules of evidence were, in general, observed by committees of the House of 
Commons in trying election petitions ; but it was stated that election committees 
had gT eater latitude in questions of evidence than courts of law; see Bedford 
Case (1838), Falc. & Eitz. 429, 436. By s. 103 of the Common Law Procedure 
Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Vict. c. 125), ss. 19 — 32 of that Act vieie to npply to every 
court of civil jurisdiction in England and Ireland. By s. 228 of the Common 
Law Procedure Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Vict. c. 76), s. 105 of the Common Law 
Piocedure Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Vict. c. 125), and s. 4*1 of the Common Law Pro- 
cedure Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Vict. c. 126), the provisions of each of these Acts, 
respectively, might by Order in Council bo applied to any court of record 
in England and Wales. Appaicntly they never weio expressly applied to 
election courts. On the other hand, the elfect of the Pailiamentary Elections 
Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 125), was to transfer to tlio Court of Common 
Pleas (now the King’s Bench Division), to which the Ct>mmou Law Procedure 
Acts applied, the jurisdiction over election petitions. Prnnd facie, all the 
sections of the Common Law Procedure Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Vict. c. 125), applied 
only to proceedings in the supciior courts {Danher y. Barnes (1862), 31 L. J. 
(q. b.) 302), and the fact that they did not apply to Scotland and only in part 
— though that pait involved the main points in procedure — to Ireland, to 
both of which countries the Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 
Vict. c. 123), applies, would seem to show that they did not apply to pro- 
ceedings under tKat Act. Sect. 2 of the Purliaineiitary Elections Act, 1868 
(31 & 32 Vict. c. 125), which states that the Couit of Common Pleas (now the 
King’s Bench Division) shall, subject to the provisions of the Act, have the 
same powers, jurisdiction, and authority with lefereuce to an election petition 
and the proceedings thereon as it would have if such petition were an ordinary 
cause within their jiuisdiction, apparently does not apply— at least, all the pro- 
visions of tho Common Law I’roceduro Acts, for instance, s. 51 of the Common 
Law Procedure Act, 1854 (17 & IS Vict. c. 125), providing for the administra- 
tion of interrogatoiies (see p. 430, ante), and s. 103 of the same Act directing 
the stamping of documents (see p. 452, post), are not applied. Yet there is 
nothing in the Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 125), or 
the rules made under it, directed against either of theso provisions, imless 
it be the provision in s. 26, with the qualifications therein specified, for the 
continuance of the procedure of the election committees ; see also s. 99 of the 
Common Law Procedure Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Vict. c. 125). As to the cases, they 
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Elections. 


Sect. 1. 861. A barrister who is also a raember of the House of Commons 

In Parlia- may not ai3pear as counsel on the trial of a parliamentary election 
mentary petition (g). 

Elections. 

862. The Director of Public Prosecutions must attend the trial 
by himself, or by his assistant, or by a representative, who must be a 
barrister or a solicitor of not less than ten years’ standing and must be 
nominated by him, with the approval of the Attorney-General, as his 
Attendance of representative for this i)urpose (?*). He is to obey any directions 
ofVubH^^^ which may be given to him by the election court, with respect to the 
Prosecutions. Summoning and examination of any witness to give evidence at the 
trial, with respect to the prosecution by him of any offenders, and 
with respect to any person to whom notice is given to attend with 
a view to report him as guilty of any corrupt or illegal practice (s). 
Moreover, if it seems to the Director of Public Prosecutions, so 
appearing, that any person is able to give material evidence as to 
the subject of the trial, it becomes his duty, without any direction 
from the election court, to cause such person to attend the trial, 
and, with leave of the court, to examine such person as a witness (t), 
Riphts and Tlie Director of Public Prosecutions has no right under the Act 
duties. cross-examine witnesses called by eitlier i^arty on the hearing, 

though he may call witnesses. He may, with leave of the court, 
examine witnesses called by the parties at the trial, but he ought 


Member of 
Commons 
may not be 
counsel. 


Bcem to point more to tho provisions of the Common Law Procedure Acts not 
being binding on proceedings relating to election petitions than to their having 
Ixien 80 binding; see (Julway County Case (1872), 2 O’Af. \ II. 40, 51, 52, wheio 
Keogh, J., admitting, on a chargeof spiiitual intimidation, evidence of relei lmicos 
made outside to tho trial of the petition since its opening, observed that in 
the Mayo County Case Wolf. & 1). 1, tho election committee had received 

evidence of what was passing in tho county pending the very hearing of the 
petition, and that, except where a special alteration liad been mado by statute, 
tlie election couit must be guided, us far as possible, by tho practice of Pailia- 
ment. But see, also, cases dealing with the cross-examination by a party of his 
own witnesses (p. 449, post). See note (7), p. 429, ante ; and see notes (0), (a), 
on p. 445, post. In the Maidstone JUnonyh Case (1900), 5 O’Af. & 11. 200, 202, 
Lawrance, J., said: ‘‘It is true that m election cases wo have to throw 
overboard the rules which regulate ordinary cases, because we have to deal 
with peculiar circumstances.” It must be lememboiod that the various 
sections of the Common Law Procedure Acts referied to in this note have been 
repealed. 

( 7 ) See Re Kinross {Lord)j [1905] A. 0. 468, per Lord James, at pp. 471, 472. 
The objection appears to be founded on the fact that a court trying a parlia- 
mentary election petition has the duty of repoiting to the House of Commons, 
and therefore a barrister practising before it would bo practising before a 
tribunal of which he is a member {tbid.). 

(r) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1886 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 61), 
«. 43(1), (7). 

(a) Ibid.f B. 43 (1). As to prosecutions, see p. 625, post. The Director of 
Public Prosecutions must exercise his disci etion as to whether he will prosecute 
the offender before tho election court or before some other competent court 
{Ipswich Borough Case (1886), 4 O’M. & II. 70, 75 ; Belfast Borough WeUern 
division Case (1886), ihid.^ 106, 109). 

(f) Ihid.y s. 43 (2). But as to the examination of such person ho is bound to 
obey the directions of the court {Stepney Case (1886), 4 O’M. & H. 34, per 
Denman, J., at p. 37). Under this section the couit held that, after the evidence 
for the parties had been closed, it might itself call and examine additional 
witnesses; see Montgomery Boroughs Case (1892), 4 O’M. & H. 167, 1C9, 170. 
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not to ask for leave to do so without substantial cause (?t). The 
intervention of the Director of Public Prosecutions on the liearing 
of an election petition ought to be postponed till the issue between 
tlie parties shall have been tried (a). Jt is no part of his duties to 
call evidence with respect to matters at issue between the parties, 
though if there should be, in his opinion, a collusive withholding of 
evidence it would be his duty to call that evidence himself (/>). 
lie is not concerned with the proof of agency as affecting a 
party to an election petition, and the court will not give him 
leave to cross-examine witnesses for that purpose, but he is con- 
cerned with proving to the court that the witnesses themselves have 
been guilty of offences (c). 

863. There is no obligation on petitioner’s counsel to pursue 
charges, though there mav be good foundation for them, if ho has 
already by the establishment or admission of other charges attained 
the avoidance of the election (d). 


(v) Btcjmey (hse (188(5), 4 O’AI. & H. 34, per Denman, J., at p. 37 ; Buckro8$ 
Divuion (-W' (188(5), 110, llo. 

(</) Moiitfjomerii IJorongha Case (1892), 4 O’M. & H. 167, 168. The Director of 
Public ProbGcutioiis ou^^ht not to be instructed by or receive iiifoririation from 
either side, but be may moke any suggestions which he may think fit to the 
court (per Pollock, B , tind , at p. 168). Wills, J., expressed an opinion that 
under the Corrupt and llli'gul Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. 
c. 51), 8. 43 (1), the only duty imposed on the Director of Public Prosecutions 
at the trial of an election petition is to attend the court and wait until the court 
invitos his intorvontion, and that no separate locus standi is conferred on him, 
but that there might bo cases where witnesses were not cross-examined who, in 
the opinion of the couit, ought, in the public inteiest, to ho cross-examined, in 
which case the coint would call for the intervention of the Diiector of Public 
Prosecutions (ihidX 

The Director of Public Prosecutions is entitled to have a copy of tho respon- 
dent’s return of election expenses (did.). Generally speaking, the duties of the 
iJirector of Public Proseculioiis aio contiiicd to assisting the court at tlio con- 
clusion of the hearing of the petition in considciing whether any particular 
individual has bi^en guilty of corrupt or illegal practices [Rochedvr Rot vug k 
Vase (1892), 4 O’M. & 11. 156, 158). 

(/;) But the court ought to be very cautious in allowing such evidence to be 
called by him (thtd., per Cave, J.). 

Where, after the hearing was closed and before judgment was delivered, the 
Diiector of Public Prosecutions, under tho diiection of tho court, called a person 
who was said to have been bribed, and tho petitioner claimed the right to cross- 
examine that person, he was not allowed to do so, on the ground that if he had 
wanted to ask the witness questions he should himself have called him (Maid- 
stone Borough Case (1906), 5 O’M. & II. 200, per Ouantit\m, J., at p. 211); 
but see the Worce.dtr Borough Case (1906), 5 O’M & II. 212, whore alter the 
respondent had abandoned his opposition to the pofithm, the petitioner was 
allowed to cross-examine a witness called to show cause why he should not 
be r<‘ported. 

(c) Hexham Division Case (1892), 4 O’M. & U. 143, per Cave, J., at p. 144. 
See, also, Worcester Borough Case, supra 

(d) North Durham Couuty Case (1874), 2 O’M. & II. 152, per Bramwell, B., 
atp. 156. Tho allegation of geneial intimidation was, on the evidence, admitted. 
There was also ovidonco of corrupt practices by an agent. Beam well, B., said that 
if no evidence were called to rebut tho latter lie would have to declare the oloction 
void on both grounds. On evidence being called and petitioner’s counsel stating 
that ho did not propose to cross-examine, as he had ahead}" attained the main 
object of the petition, the judge said that he himself would have to do so if no one 
elso did it, a.s he would have to adjudicalo as to which side ho believed. But in 
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Elections. 
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864. When the issue between the parties has been decided, there 
is no duty cast upon either of them to continue the inquiry in the 
public interests for the purposes of ascertaining to what, if any, 
extent corruption has prevailed in the constituency The object 
of the petition being gained, there is an end of the inquiry so far as 
the parties are concerned (c). 

The proceedings on an election petition are judicial, not inquisi- 
torial/), and there is no duty upon the judges presiding at the 
trial to make inquiries, not necessary to the issue, into the general 
state of the constituency or into the conduct of individuals (g), 
except in so far as it would be proper for them to follow up any 
clue which the evidence laid before them by the parties, on the one 
side or the other, might furnish (h). 

Thus, where the evidence furnishes a clue to the detection of some 
serious charge or as to the prevalence of corrupt or illegal practices 
in the constituency, the coint has both the power and, speaking 
generally, the duty to follow the case up further, so far as it 
can (/). 


another case where charges were admitted on the evidence and the respondent 
had withdrawn his opposition on the petitioner desiring to call fuither evidence 
to prove to the court a further state of con option, the conit said they would hear 
it, but that the petitioner would have to boar the cost of such evidence {Caidei hnrij 
Borough Case (1880), 3 O’M. II. 103). A))paiently the respondent had actually 
withdrawn, as the couit said there would be no cross-examination and that the 
healing would ho an ex parte one. Pknman, J., thought such a healing would 
not he a proper one for the court to preside over, saying that its functions were 
judicial and not iuquisitoiial, while Lopes, J., appealed to hesitate as to whether 
the cour^would have power under the Luiliaincutary Elections Act to enteiUiu 
Buch a hearing. 

These cases were decided before the Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention 
Act, 1883 (4G & 47 Vict. c. 51), which providedfor the attendance of the Diicctor 
of Public Pro.secutions at the trial. Put see Matddone Borough Case (1901), 5 
O'M. & II. 149, 151, where the couit, stating that, in addition to the question of 
the avoiding of the election, it had the further duty of reporting whether or not, 
in ihe opinion of the judges, corrupt practices had extensively prevailed, sug- 
gested to petitioner’s counsel that he should call further evidence on that pait of 
the case, and also as the evidence of the respondent and his witnesses contradicted 
on some niateiial points that given on behalf of tho petitioner, that ho should 
cross-examine them. 

(c) See per Guove, J., in Walafield Borough Case (1874), 2 O’M. & II. 100; 
cited in the Barvbiajde Borough Case (1874), 2 O’M. & II. 105, at p. 109. Compare 
Pal liaineiitary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 125), s. 66. 

( / ) Southampton Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 222, per WiLLES, J., at 
p. 227; Taunton Borough Case (1874), 2 O’M. & 11. 66, ptr OiiovE, J., at p. 74 ; 
Wakejitld Borough Case, sujyra, at pp. 103, 101 ; Stroud Borough Case (1874), 
ihuLy 107, per Bramwell, B , at p. 109 ; Cheltenham Case (1880), 3 O’M. & 11. 
86, per Hawkins, J., at p. 88, 89. 

{g) Southampton Borough Case^ per WiLLES, J., supra. 

(4) Windsor Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. l, 7 >er WiLLES, J., at pp. 6, 7 ; 
Wefithurij Borough Case (1869), ihid.y 47, 48. 

(i) Monmouth Boroughs Case (1901), 5 O’M. & II. 166, per Kennedy, J., at 
p. 167. In tho same case Darling, J., stated his opinion that, especially seeing 
that as the House of Commons had recently in legard to the Maidstone Ca^e^ supra 
(see Parliamentary Debates, 4th Series, Yol. LXXIX., p. 874), treated as final the 
report of the judges that they had not reason to believe that corrupt practices 
had extensively prevailed, election courts ought to make full use of indications 
afforded by the evidence called before them, on which to base their report as to 
the prevalence or non -prevalence of corrupt practices, the courts being limited 
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866 . The procedure on the trial is in accordance with the Acts 
of Parliament relating to such proceedings and the rules which 
have been made in pursuance of any of those Acts (k). So far 
as any such rules do not extend, the principles, practice, and rules 
which were observed by the House of Commons in dealing with 
election petitions before the passing of the Act are still to be 
observed so far as may be (1) by the court and the judges in the 
case of election petitions under the Act (m). 

866. No proceedings upon a parliamentary election petition 
can be defeated by any formal objection (n), 

867. Statements and admissions by parties to the petition are 
admissible in evidence against ^lem, and the admissions of an 
original respondent may be given in evidence by the petitioner 
where the petition is being proceeded with against a substituted 
respondent (o). 

Statements by voters to third parties may be given in evidence 
for the purpose of invalidating their votes in the event of a 
scrutiny, but they do not, apart from agency, constitute evidence 
against the opposite party (p). Where the question of personation 
is raised, declarations and admissions of the person on the poll that 
he is not the person on the register (^), or of the person on the 
register that ho is not the person on the poll, are admissible (a). 


to the evidence produced before them, and liavinp: only an initiative in follow- 
ing Tip any clue suggested by it — citing Willks, J., in Windsor Borough Vase 
(1869), 1 d’M. & U. 1. 

(/f) Pailiainentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), ss. 25, 26; 
Parliamentary Elections and Coirupt Practices Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 75), 
s. 2; Judicature Act, 18S1 (44 & 45 Vict. c. 68), ss. 13, 14 ; Corrupt and Illegal 
Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c 51), s. 56 (2). So far the only 
rules are those winch have been made under the power given by the Parlia- 
mentaiy Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 125), s. 26. No rules of court 
regulating election petitions have been made under the Corrupt and Illegal 
Practices Prevention Act, 1SS3 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), s. 56 (2). 

(Z) It is submitted that those words imply “ considering the different natures 
of the tribunals.” 

(m) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 125), s. 26. 

fn) Election Petition Pules, r. 60 ; Young v. Figgins (1868), 19 L. T. 499. 

(o) IHpperary County Case (1875), 3 O'M. & ll. 19, 34. It is worthy of 
observation that in that case it was argued for the respondent that the admission 
by the deceased respondent as to his nationality was not admissible, on the 
ground that the authority of the cases decided before the election committees 
was against the reception of sucli evidence, and that questions of evidence 
arising in election petitions should be decided according to such authority and 
not accoiding to the ordinary law of evidence, and that Keogh, J., decided the 
point in favour of the petitioner entirely on the authority of the cases decided 
before the election committees. 

[p) Windsor Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & II. 1, per Willes, J., at pp. 5, 6 ; 
King’s Lynn Borough Case (1869), ihid.t 206, per Mahtin, B., at p. 208, where 
that judge laid down wdth regal’d to statements to thii’d parties by a voter as to 
his having been bribed that in order to affect the respondent’s seat it would be 
necessary to show that the voter had actually been bribed, not merely that he 
had said so ; Worcester Borough Case (1906), 5 O’M. & H. 212. 

(g') Westhury Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 47, per Willes, J., at p. 49. 

(a) Finsbury Central Division Case (1892), 4 O’M. & H. 171, 173, 175. The 
balance of authoi ity under the decisions oi the old election committees is in 
favour of the admissibility in evidence of such statements by voters ; see 
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868 . On the trial of an election petition any charge of a corrupt 
practice may be gone into and evidence upon it may be received, 
unless the election court otherwise directs, before any proof has 
been given of agency on the part of any candidate in respect of the 
corrupt practice (6). The principle that a candidate is liable, to the 
extent of his election being avoided, for the corrupt acts of his agent, 
even though he may have expressly forbidden such acts, is one of 
the common law of Parliament. It follows accordingly that in order 
to give in evidence the commission of such acts by an agent it is 


Jpewich Borough Case (1835), Kn. & Omb. 332, 387 ; and Leominster Bo7'ongh Case 
(i796), 2 Peck. 391, 395 ; Sudbury Case (1842), Bar. & Aust. 237, 245. See also 
Tipperary County Ouse (1875), 3 6’M. & H. 19, per KEoair, J., at p. 34. Where, 
for the purpose of proving treating, it was sought to give in evidouce a stateinent 
by the landlady of a public-house as to the payment for beer, it was held that the 
landlady herself should have been called, and, though anything passing between 
her and the people oi dering the beer would be evidence, her statement to some 
other person as to the payment for it was not admissible [Bndgciuater Deyrough 
Case (1809), 1 O’M. & H. 112, per Blackbuen, J., at p. 114). A conversation 
between a witness and a third person (the report does not state the nature of it) 
was objected to on the ground of its being alleged to have taken place after 
the poll, and the objection was allowed (ibid.). Evidouce of a statement by a 
deceased person as to why he had left his employment, sought to be given 
for the purpose of proving that he was the lesjiondent’s agent, was rejected 
(Londonderry Borough Case (1809), 1 O’M. & H. 274, per O'BiiiEN, J., at 
pp. 276, 277^ Evidence of a statement by a deceased person to a creditor at 
lime of payment of his debt as to how he had come by the money with 
which he paid it, sought to be adduced for the jiurpose of establishing 
agency, was allowed conditionally, its admissibility agamst the respondent being 
doubtful (ibtd,). Evidence of a statement to a witness by his brother, who 
had disappeared after the election, that he had committed the alleged bribery, 
was received by Bhamwell, B., though, in leceiving it, he said he would not 
act upon it unless better evidence of the bribery were adduced (Stroud 
Borough Case (1874), 2 O’M. & H. 107, 108). A canvasser having stated in the 
witness-box that ho had found a difficulty in getting promises of votes from a 
certain class, was about to state what some of that class had told him as to the 
reason for this ; on the evidence being objected to and a submission being 
made that these persons should be called if the petitioners sought to prove that 
they had been unduly influenced, Bramwell, B., held that the witness might 
not give particulars, but that he might state, generally, if he had found a 
difficulty in getting promises and if he could attiibute it to any cause (North 
Barham County Case (1874), 2 O’M. & H. 152, 153). A book embodying the 
reports of the regular canvassers kept by the witness to whom the rc^poits 
have been made is not stiictly admissible ; the canvassers should first be called 
to prove their returns (King's Lynn Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 206, 
207). See also Westminster Borough Case (1869), ibid., 89, 94, whoie a witness 
called for the respondent, who had been employed by a canvassing association, 
was asked as to the total number of promises received, with the object of show- 
ing that it was such that he, acting as respondent’s agent, would have been loss 
likely to resort to bribery. Martin, B., did not disallow the question, remark- 
ing “ that the inference was as remote as possible, but ho could not say it was 
not an inference.” Where, in behalf of a petitioner, evidence was tendered of a 
conversation between a witness and ceidaiu voters with regard to their votes, on 
the petitioner’s counsel stating that he was prepared to prove a criminal trans- 
action between the respondent’s agents and certain parties whom he had named 
in his opening us having been bribed, and that this evidence was tendered for the 
purpose of establishing such allegation, the evidence was admitted (Nottingham 
2nd Case (1843), Bar. & Arn. 192, 195, 196). 

(6) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 17; QuiJdford 
Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & U. 13, 14; Lichfield Borough Case (1869), 
ibid., 22, 23. 
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not necessary to prove that they were authorised or sanctioned (c). 
It is merely necessary to prove at some stage of the trial that the 
person committing them was an agent. The court has a discretion 
to admit evidence of a corrupt practice before proof of agency has 
been given or to insist on agency first being proved. If a case of 
agency has been opened by the party seeking so to give such 
evidence the court will generally admit evidence of a corrupt practice 
before proof of agency (d), but the evidence should not be given 
unless the party calling it has a reasonable expectation of being able 
to prove agency (e). 

869. What constitutes agency is a question to be decided on the 
circumstances of each case (/). Statements, as distinguished from 
acts by an agent, are not, primd facie, evidence on the hearing of an 
election petition against a party thereto for whom he had acted as 
agent at the election in question. But it may be proved that a 
person is such an agent as to make his statements evidence against 
the party for whom he has acted (g), and directions given by an 
agent may be evidence Qi), 


(c) Norwich Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & II. 8, per Martin, B., at p. 10; 
Wedhury Borough Case (1869), thid., 47, per AVilles J., at p. 62; Staleybridge 
Borough Case (1869), ibid., 66, per Blackburn, J., at p. 68 ; Tamworth 
Borough Case (1869), ibid., 75, per Willes, J., at p. 81 ; Tauuton Borough 
Case (1869), ibid., 181, per Blackburn, J., at p. 182; Taunton Borough Case 
(1874), 2 O’M. & H. 66, per Grove, J., at pp. 73, 74. 

{d) Guthl/ord Borough Case (1869), 1 O’AL. & H. 11, per Willes, J., at p. 14. 
(e) Bristol Borough Case (1870), 2 O’M. & II. 27, per Beam WELL, B., at 
p. 29. 

(/) Bewdley Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 16, per Blackburn, J., at 
pp. 17, 18; Bridgeivater Borough Case (1869), ibid., 112, 115, 116; Taunton 
Borough Case (1869), ibid., 181, 185, 186 ; Taunton Borough Cose (1874), 
2 O’M. & n. 66, per Grove, J., at p. 74 ; Walcefield Borough Case (1874), 
ibid,, 100, 102, 103. As to who is an agent, see p. 269, ante, 

(g) King's Lynn Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & II. 206, per Martin, B., at 
pp. 207, 208 ; Dover Borough Case (1869), ibid,, 210, 211. 

(//) But it is doubtful if evidence of a conversation after the election ia 
admissible before proof of agency {Waterford Borough Case (1870), 2 O’M. 
& H. 1,3); and see Longford County Case (1870), ibid., 6, where Fitz- 
gerald, J., at p. 12, said lie would admit evidence of anything on the day 
of polling as an indication of what occurred during that day. But ho refused to 
admit evidence of a statement made by an agent of the respondent twenty-six 
days after the election, without some evidence, m the first place, to show the 
continuation of his authority after the election. But see Galway County Case 
(1874), ibid., 46, where Keogu, J., at pp. 49, 60, admitted evidence of a state- 
ment made a week after the election, holding that if the maker of the statement 
were proved to be an agent, his subsequent declarations referring to anything 
which took place at the election would be on the same footing as his acts at the 
election. He also held that he ought to receive such evidence in view of his 
duty under the Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868(31 &32 Vict. c. 125), s. 11 (15). 
He appears to have held evidence of statements and acts after the election 
to be admissible before proof of agency. This decision seems hardly recon- 
cilable with that of AVilles, J., in the Bodmin Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 
117, 118, where that learned judge hold that evidence of statements by the 
respondent’s agent after an election were not admissible. See also Salford 
Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & IL 133, where Martin, B., held that agency 
primd facie ceases with the election ; King's Lynn Borough Case (1869), ibid,, 
206, per the same judge, and Taunton Borough Case (1874), 2 O’M. & H. 66, per 
Grove, J., at pp. 67 — 69 ; Cheltenham Borough Case (1880), 3 O’M. & H. 86, per 
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US 
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Sbot. 1. 
In Parlia- 
mentary 
Elections. 

Evidence. 


Reward to 
witnesses. 
Orden’ng 
witnesses to 
withdiaw 


Evidence should be confined to the charges alleged in the 
petition (i). 

870. Where the evidence as to bribery consists merely of offers 
or proposals to bribe, the evidence required should be stronger 
than that with respect to bribery itself, or where the alleged bribing 
is an offer of employment within the meaning of the Corrupt 
Practices Prevention Act, 1854 (/c), it ought to be quite clearly made 
out (1). 

871. It is not illegal to offer a reward for evidence (m). 

872. The court may order witnesses to remain outside, even 
though the petition may contain charges against them (n), and 
even though these charges may be of a criminal nature (o). 


Contradiction 873. The court will not, necessarily, discard the evidence of a 
by witness. witness who has signed a statement to the opposite side contrary 


Pollock, B., and Hawkins, J., at pp. 88, 89. In Belfast Borough Western 
Division Case (1886), 4 O’M. & II. 105, evidence, in relation to a charge of 
personation, of a statement made after the election, by someone whoso agency 
the petitioner’s counsel undertook to prove, was admitted by Dowse, B., and 
O’Buien, J., though the seat was not claimed, on the gi'ound that the election 
might be declared void at common law if a general consensus of personation 
weio piovod. But the court subsequently expressed the opinion that persona- 
tion irrespective of agency would not avoid an election {ihal,, at pp. 107 — 109). 
Evidence, in relation to the charge of personation, of certain conversations before 
the election, was admitted before proof of agency {ilnd.^ p. 107). What is done 
after an election is only material as throwing light upon some transaction befoie 
it, and so leading to the supposition that there was before the election some 
corrupt practice (see per Willes, J., in the Southampton Borough Case (18C9), 1 
O’M. & H. 222, 223 ; and see Salford Borough Case (18G9), ibid., 133, per 
Martin, B., at pp. 13G — 140). 

(i) Dudley Borough Case (1874), 2 O’M. & H 115, per Grove, J., at p. 119. 

{k) 17 &*18 Yict. c. 102, 8. 2 (2). 

(/) Cheltenham Borough Case (1869); 1 O’M. & II. 62, per Martin, B., at 
pp. 61, 65. The learned judge said it should bo established “ beyond all doubt, 
because when two peojile are talking of a thing which is not carried out, it 
may be that they honestly give their evidence, but one person understands 
what is said by another differently fiom what he intends it.” See also Mallow 
Borough Case (1870), 2 O’M. & H. 18, per Morris, J., at p. 22. Though the 
charges in a petition may not have been sufliciontly established to call for nn 
answer to them from the other side, the court may, in its discretion, refrain 
from ruling them out or dismissing them, until the party alleging them shall 
have had an opportunity of proving them by the cross-examination of the 
witnesses on the other side {Montgomery Boroughs Case (1892), 4 O’M. & H. 
167, 169). 

(m) Mallow Borough Case, supra. But, the offering of very large sums 
in small constituencies is very objectionable (ibid., per Morris, J.). The 
interviewing, during the course of the trial, of witnesses who are waiting to 
be called % the opposite side is most reprehensible {Wtgan Borough Case 
(1881), 4 O’M. & H. 1, per Bowen and Grove, JJ., at p. o). 

(n) Montgomery Boroughs Case, supra. But, though other witnesses, 
against whom charges are made, be ordered out of court, the respondent’s 
election agent maybe allowed to remain {Knaresborough Borough Gf/ee (1880), 
3 O’M. & H. HI, 142). The respoti dent’s counsel had asked that the 
election agont might be allowed to remain in court in order that he might receive 
instructions from him for cross-examination, and Lusn, J., in granting leave, 
likened the position of the election agent to that of a solicitor. 

(o) Maulstone Borough Case (1906), 5 O’M. & H. 200, 201. 
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to what ho had originally said, as his evidence may be corroborated 
by circumstances so as to lead the court to believe it, or his 
demeanour may give credibility to his evidence {a), 

874. The court will allow a party to cross-examine his own 
witness if, in the opinion of the court, the witness is hostile (b), and 
where the witness may be cross-examined the party may, further, 
call evidence to contradict him (c). 

875. A witness may not be required to disclose for whom he 
has voted (^/), and it is only in those cases where he has publicly 
held himself out as belonging to some political party that he may 
be asked to which party he belongs (e). 


Sect. 1. 
In Parlia- 
mentary 
Elections. 

Cross-exami' 

nation. 


Secrecy of 
vote. 


(a) Wigan Borough Case (1881), 4 O’M. & H. 1, per GaovE, J., at p. 5. That 
persons who have been, or are likely to be, subpoenaed by one side should be got 
by the other side to make statements or to sign already piepared statements, is 
most reprehensible {ibid,; Montgomery Boroughs (1892) Day, 150; Maidhtone 
Borough Case (190C), 6 O’M. & II. 200, 201, 202; Worcester Borough Case (1900), 
Day, 214). 

{b) Coventry Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M, & IT. 97, per Willes, J., at p. 104 ; 
and see note ( y) on p. 441, ante. 

(c) Ibid,; Lichfield Borough Case (18691 t7nVi., 22, yier WiLLES, J., at p. 24. 
But see, contra^ Bridgewater Borough C'a«e(18G9), ihid.^ 112, per Blackijuun, J., 
at p. 114. In Bewdleij Borough Case (1869), ilud.^ 16, 17, the same judge 
allowed a leading question to be put to a witness by the paity calling him, 
observing, at the samo time, that the mle was that a previous statement by a 
witness dillering fiom what he stated on oath in couit iiuglit bo proved to shake 
his evidence, but could not bo used as evidence in chief. In that case the 
previous statement by the witness had been taken down in writing, and ho stated 
in court that he did not rcinomber the substance of it. As to whether the 
hostility which occasions the leave must be shown on the trial itself, or may be 
deduced from inconsistency with a provi<ju8 statement by means of the con- 
sideration by the court of such pievious statement, see Biad/ord Borough Case 
(1869), 1 O’M. & H. 30, 31, wheie Maiitin, B., disallowed a question as to the 
making of such previous statement, put by a party to his own witness, with a 
view to supplying evidence upon w'hicli the court might consider the witness to 
be hostile. The judge ruled that when he (the judge) saw that the witness was 
hostile he would deal with him accordingly, but, meanwhile, he saw nothing 
adverse in him. The cases at Nisi Prius on the point are not very clear. See 
title Evidence. 

As to the practice followed by election committees, see Nottingham 2nd 
Case (1843), Bar. & Arn. 192, 196, 197, where, on a witness fading to give the 
evidence expected by the party culling him, that party was allowed to ask him 
if he had been intimidated. In the Leuester Borough Case, (1853) Report of 
Select Committee, Minutes of Evidence, p. 52, the petitioner’s counsel, on 
objection having been taken to his cfdling evidence contradicting that of ono 
of his own witnesses, asked the chainnan if the committee had ruled that 
petitioners might not call a witness to contradict another whom they had called 
to prove their case ; the chairman intimated to him that, in the peculiar circum- 
stances of that particular case, he could not see how the inquiry could proceed 
without an oppoilunity being given of testing the character of the witnesses 
who had been called ; accordingly he was allowed to call such evidence. But see 
Cockermouth Case (1853), Report of Select Committee, Minutes of Evidence, 
p. 100, where it was resolved that evidence, which the petitioners sought to 
obtain fiom one of their witnesses, of an admission by a previous witness called 
by them that he had been bribed was not admissible. But where the evidence 
which a party sought to call in contradiction of one of his own witnesses was on 
a point in itself material and he sought to call such evidence in order to 
establish that point, the evidence was admitted [Bury Borough Case (1859), 
Wolf. & B. 40, 41 ; Kingston- upon-IIull Boroiujh Case (1859), ibid., 84, 85). 

id) BaUot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), s. 12. 

(e) Noi'th Durham County Case (1874), 3 O’M. & II. 1, per Grove, J. ; 
followed in Harwich Borough Cast (1880), ibid., 61, at pp. 63, 64. 
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The court may not discover how a person who has voted has 
given his vote till it has been declared to be void (/). 

876 . A person who is called as a witness respecting an election 
before any election court is not excused from answering any ques- 
tion relating to any offence at, or connected with, such election 
on the ground that the answer may criminate him or may tend to 
do so (g). Furthermore, he may not refuse to answer any such 
question on the ground of privilege (/t). But if he answers truly all 
questions which the election court requires him to answer, he will 
be entitled to a certificate of indemnity, under the hand of a member 
of the court, stating that the witness has so answered (i). In order 
to be entitled to receive a certificate of indemnity a person must 
have been called as a witness before the election court, but he need 
not have been called as a witness in respect of the issue of the 
validity or invalidity of the election; and he may be entitled to 
a certificate even though when he is called that issue is no longer 
before the court (A). But, it is submitted, he must be a witness 
giving evidence on matters as to which the court requires evi- 
dence (a). Thus, it is submitted, a person who merely comes 
forward because, during the hearing of the petition, charges were 
made against him, to show cause why he should not be reported, 
even though he give evidence admitting the facts charged on the 
hearing of the petition, is not a witness, who, on answering truth- 
fully, becomes entitled to a certificate {h). Moreover, an answer by 
a person to a question put by or before an election court is not 
admissible in evidence against him in any civil or criminal pro- 
ceeding, except in any criminal proceeding for perjury in respect 


(/) Seo Bullet Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), Schod. I., Part L, r. 41 ; 
Stepney Case (1886), 4 O’M. Si H. 34, 36. But whcio, on a scrutiny, the vote of 
a certaiu person bad been declired bad, but, two ballot papers being found to 
have the same number, it was impossible to say which was the one that had 
boon maiked by such peison, it was decided that both might bo shown to him 
BO that he might say which was his (Finsbury Cmtial Dtviston Case (1892), 4 
O’M. & H. 171, 176). 

(y) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (-16 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
0. 59 (1). 

(h) Ibid. 

(i) Ibid., 8 . 59 (1) (a) ; Maidstone Borough Case (1901), 5 O’M. & 11. 149, 152. 
A respondent and his election agent may receive cortiheatos of indemnity if they 
have been called as witnobses and have answered truly all questions (Barrow- 
tn~ Furness Borough Case (1886), 4 O’M. & H. 76, 83). If he truly answers all 
questions of fact, he may possibly have his ceitificate, though the couit does 
not think he has correctly stated Lis intention or as to whether he knew what 
he did was wrong, as persons sometimes peisuade themselves that they are 
speaking the ti’uth in such matters. The commissioner in the Fmte/ract Case 
(municipal) (1910), unreported, so held, but there appears to be no authority 
on the subject. 

(A;) Maidstone Borough Case, supra. 

(a) Worcester Borough Case (1906), 5 O’M. & H. 215. 

(5) Ibid. But see the Monmouth Boroughs 67/8e(190l), 5 O’M. & 11., 166, 175. 
9^'here breaches of the Ballot Act were charged against a presiding officer and 
his subordinates, the court, being satisfied that they had spoken the truth and 
being anxious to give them protection, granted them certificates of indemnity. 
In doing so, however, Kennedy, J., mentioned that such certificates applied 
only to offences under the Cormpt Practices Acts (Islington West Division Case 
(1901b 6 O’M. & II. 120, 134). 
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of such answer (c). No witness may be asked any question for the 
purpose of proving the commission of any corrupt practice at or in 
relation to any election held prior to the passing of the Corrupt 
and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (d), nor, if he should be 
asked any such question, is he bound to answer it (e). 

If a person has received such a certificate of indemnity in rela- 
tion to an election and any legal proceeding is at any time instituted 
against him for any offence under the Corrui)t and Illegal Practices 
Prevention Acis(/) committed by him at or in relation to the 
said election previously to the date of such certificate, the court 
wliich has cognisance of the case is to stay such proceeding on 
proof of such certificate, and the court may, also, in its discretion, 
award such person the costs to which he may have been put in the 
proceeding (g). 

Nothing in the foregoing provisions (h) relieves a person who 
has received a certificate of indemnity from any incapacity under 
the Act or from any proceeding to enforce such incapacity (other 
than a criminal prosecution (i) ). The provisions also apply equally 
to the cases of witnesses before election commissioners (A:). 

877. When a respondent sitting member is called as a witness 
on the trial of an election petition, he ought to be allowed to 
make any statement which ho may think proper (/). 

When the respondent, on the hearing of the petition, abandons 

(c) ('lorriipt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
8. 69 (1) (b). 

{(I) The date of the passing of the Act was August 25th, 1883, 

(«) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 61), s. 49. 
But where a witness was asked in cross-examination if he was the person 
who had been reported by the Election Commissioners for corruptly treating 
voters, Denman, J., considered that the section did not forbid the witness 
being asked whether he was the same person. The point as to whether a 
witness may be asked or will be bound to answer questions seeking to show 
that ho has been guilty of an offence at a previous election held subsequently 
to the passing of the Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, ISs'a 
(46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), seems never to have been directly decided. It is sub- 
mitted that if ho has been convicted of such an offence tho Criminal Procedure 
Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Vict. c. 18), s. 6, will apply, and that, accordingly, if the 
witness denies or does not admit the conviction or refuses to answer the ques- 
tion, tho cross-examining party may prove the conviction. This section of 
tho (.Criminal Procedure Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Vict. c. 18), is, by s. 1 thereof, made 
applicable to all courts of judicature as well criminal as all others, and to all 
persons having, by law or by consent of parties, authority to hoar, receive, and 
examine evidence. Otherwise, it is submitted that the authority is against the 
admission of evidenco of corrupt practices at previous elections ( W'ludsor Elec- 
tion (1869), 19 L. T. 613, per WiLLES, J., at p. 615; Taunton Borouqh 

Case (1874), 2 O’M. & H. 66, per Grove, J., at pp. 70, 71), unless such practices 
are connected with the election actually in question {Calwati Borough Case 
(1869), 1 O'M. & II. 303, 304; ]Vtn<Uor Borough Case (1874), 2 O’M. & H. 88, 
90, 91 ; Poole Borough Case (1874), ibid., 123, 124, 125). 

(/) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), 
s. 65 (1), and Schod. 111. 

(.(/) Ihid.y s. 59 (2). 

(h) J.C., the provisions of s. 59 of the Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention 
Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51). 

(0 CoiTupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. o. 61), 
s. 59 (3). 

(/c) find., s. 59 (4). 

(0 Tamworth Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & 11. To, per WiLLES, J.,atp. 77. 
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Elections. 

his defence of the seat, it is the ^^eneral practice that no one shall be 
allowed to give evidence in exculpation of any charges made against 
himself except the respondent (m). It is the practice in such cases 
to allow the respondent to give evidence in his own exculpation (ii), 

878. Where an order is made for the production by the Clerk of 
the Crown of any document in his possession relating to any speci- 
fied election, the production by the Clerk or by his agent of the 
document ordered, in such manner as may be directed by such 
order or by a rule of the court having power to make such order, 
is conclusive evidence that such document relates to the specified 
election (o). Any indorsement appearing on any packet of ballot 
papers produced by the Clerk or his agent is evidence of such 
papers being what the indorsement states them to be (p). 

879. The court will make an order for the production by the 
Tost Office of all telegrams sent during the period of an election, if 
requested so to do (q), 

880. Documents need not be stamped in order to be put in 
evidence on the trial of an election petition (?•). 


(m) Knaresborough Borough Case (1880), 3 O’M. & 11. 141, 142 — 1-14 ; Boston 
Borough CasSy ibid,, 160. But see 117(^071 Borough Case (1881), 4 O’M. & II. 
1, 7, where members of a firm of solicitors who had acted as agents for the 
respondent were allowed to give evidence in personal exculpation. As to 
persons bein^ heard before being reported by the court as guilty of corrupt or 
illegal practices, see p. 402, jmt. 

{n) Knar&^borough Bormigh Casey supra ; Boston Borough Case, suj^ra. But 
as to the light of persons to bo heaid before being reported by the judges, 
BOO p. 402, post. 

(o) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), Sched. I.. Part I., r. 43. 

(p) Ibid. As to the inspection of the return and deebu aliens respecting 
election expenses and of the documents which accompnny them, see p. 42t), a^de. 

(q) Harwich Borough Case (1880), 3 O’M. & II. GO, 03. But Manisty, J., 
was of opinion that if the production were requested for the purpose of ascer- 
taining how anyone had voted, the Post Office might refuse production, on the 
ground that it would be a violation of the Ballot Act, 1872 (36 & 36 Viet. c. 33), 
8. 12, It is submitted, however, that inasmuch as that section only says that no 
person who has voted at an election is, in. any legal pi'oceeding questioning the 
election or return, to be required to state for whom ho himself has voted, it does 
not seem to cover the case of the Post Office being asked to produce telegrams, 
and the opinion of Lusu, J., the other member of the court, would seoin to have 
been that that would be a question to be decided by the court when the telegrams 
should have been shown to it, but would not be an argument against their 
production by the Post Office (ibid.y at p. 62). The court made an order for the 
production of all telegrams which were sent from Harwich Post Office from 
iMarch 8th up to and inclusive of April 2nd. (The latter date was that on which 
tlie writ for the election was returnable; it was issued on March 24th.) The 
'Tauutvn Borough Case (1874), 2 O’M. & H. 66, 72, and the Stroud Borough Case 
(1874), ibid.y 107, 110, are, accordingly, overmled. Lusn, J., in the llartuich 
Borough Casey supra, at p. 63, considered that they had Ixsen already overruled 
by the decision in the Bolton Boiough Ca^e (1874), 2 O’M. & H. 138, 140; but 
in that case the receiver had been called as a witness, and the contents of the 
telegram had already been disclosed, and the court in fact only decided that, 
under such circumstances, the original should he produced when called for. 
Before telegraphy was taken over by the Post Office the right to call for pro- 
duction by the telegraph company of telegrams seems to have been clear 
(Harwich Borough Case, supra, per Lusn, J., at p. 63 ; Coventry Borough Case 
(1869), 1 O’M. H. 97, 104). 

(r) Windsor Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 1, 6. WiLLES, J., stated the 
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881. A party may not call for the productiou of entries of 
payments contained in the books of the other side, which are 
not connected witli payments to persons or payments at dates 
alleged in the particulars furnished by the party calling for such 
production (s). 

882. If the seat is not prayed the respondent may not call 
recriminatory evidence (a). In such .cases the respondent may not 
give evidence as to the election expenses of an unsuccessful candi- 
date, and may not set up such evidence by cross-examination (b). 
Where the seat is prayed recriminatory evidence may be offered 
against the person for whom it is prayed, whether he be or be not a 
party to the petition (c). 

If a reciiminatory case is abandoned owing to the petitioner 
abandoning his claim to the scat, and if the matters alleged in the 
recriminatory case are such as would disqualify the petitioner on a 
subsequent election, but, owing to the abandonment of the claim 
for the seat, they are not tried or in any way adjudicated by the 
court, these matters, it is submitted, may be alleged in a petition 
against such subsequent election (d). 

Where the petition prays the seat recriminatory evidence may, it 
is submitted, be offered noUvith standing that the prayer for the 
seat is abandoned at the trial (c). 


reason why such documents did not require a stamp was tliat tho proceedings 
were of a (//ma/-ciiminal nature. As to documents not requiiing to be stamped 
in oilier to bo available in ciiminal proceedings, see title liviDicxcE. 

(«) Maidstone Boroiujh Case (19()(>), o O’M. & H. 200, per Grantham, J., at 
p. 205. See p. 420, ante, as to notice to produce. 

Where the treasuier of a political association was subpoenaed to produce all 
books in his possession showing tho expenditure of tho association during the 
month in which the election was held and the preceding month, the paying-in 
book, passbook and counterfoils being also called for, respondent’s counsel 
ol)jo<’ted to their being seen by the petitioner’s agent, or by anyone on his side, 
except counsel, on the giound that the books might contain references to 
political work, and the objection was uphold (Matdoionc Borough CasCy sapra^ 
at p. 204). 

(a) Blaclhurn Birrough Case (1800), 1 O’M. & IT. 108, 199; Gravesend Borough 
Case (18S0), 3 O’M. & 'll, 81, per Dknman and Loi’ks, JJ., at pp. 82, 83. 

(5) North Durham Couuti/ Case (1874), 2 O'M. & TI. 152, per Bramwell, B., 
at p. 154; followed m Thirsk Borough Case (1880), 3 O’M. & 11. 113, 
Denman, J. 

(') Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Yict. c. 125), s. 53. 

(d) v. Tillett (1870), L. 11. 6 C. P. 117; Graiesend Borough Case 
(1880), 3 O’M. & H. 81, per Lopes and Denman, JJ., at pp. 82, 83. But see 
doubt expressed by Willes, J. {Stevens v. Tillett, supra, at p. 171), whether, if 
such matters were known to the respondent in the former petition, so as to have 
been capable of being offeiod in evidence on the recriminatory case, and were 
not so offered, they might bo alleged in the petition against the subsequent 
election. In that case, however, it is to be observed, the recriminatory case had 
been opened, and three of the charges made in it having failed, it was abandoned 
before the claim to tho scat was abandoned. 

(e) The authoiity of the cases before the election committees supports the 
submission {Coventry City etc. Case (1803), 1 Peck. 93, 99; New Windsor 
Borough Case (1804), 2 Pock. 187, where tho point was argued at considerab'e 
length on either side; Clare County Case (18(50), Wolf. & B. 138, 143 ; see also 
Aldridge v. Hurst (1876), 1 C, P. D. 410, where these cases were reviewed by 
tho Couit of Common Pleas in its judgment, given by Grove, J., at p. 416. 
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Elections. 


Sect. 1. 
In Parlia- 
mentary 
Elections. 

Scrutiny. 


The general practice is to take the recriminatory case before the 
scrutiny (/). 

883. The object of a scrutiny is to ascertain who has had the 
majoiity of legal votes. A respondent whose election is proved to 
be void may still continue the scrutiny, with the object of showing 
that the person for whom the seat is claimed has not obtained a 
majority of lawful votes Qi), Similarly, if a petitioner be proved on 
the hearing of an election petition to be not qualified for election, 
he may still proceed with the scrutiny in order to show that the 
respondent had not received a majority of lawful votes and so was 
not duly elected (k). 


Evidence of 
vote 

registered. 


Objections to 
votes on 
scrutiny. 


884. The production from proper custody of a ballot pai)ei 
purporting to have been used at any election, and of a counterfoil 
marked with the same printed number and having a number 
marked thereon in writing, is pnmd facie evidence that the person 
who voted by such ballot paper was tlie person who, at the time of 
the election, was marked on the register of voters at the election 
with the same number as that wiitlen on the counterfoil (i). 

A party to a scrutiny is bound by his particulars. He may not 
attack votes set out in the other party’s particulars which are not 
set out in his own particulars, and witli the objection to which the 
other party does not proceed. Hut leave to give evidence as to 
such votes may be given by the court upon good grounds being 
shown by affidavit, the court making such terms as it thinks right 
to meet such case (k). 


In tbo last-named case the court refused to allow a potitionor to amend his 
petition by stnking out the prayer for Iho seat, one of the reasons for so 
lofusing being that, otherwise, the right of giving locriminatory evidence would 
be lost to the respondent. The couit pointed out that tho jietitioner might give 
notice to the respondent of his intention not to claim the scat, so as to enable 
the latter to avoid iho costs of meeting such a claim without, on the other 
hand, preventing tho possibility of reciiininatoiy evidence being given. Thus, 
it 13 submitted, in the opinion of tho court tho abandonment of tho claim at 
tlie trial would not preclude the offeiing of such evidence. But see Qravesend 
Borough Case (1880), 8 O’M. & IT. 81, where a grave doubt was expressed by 
the court (Denman and Lopes, JJ.) as to whether, when the claim for the seat 
had been abandoned (with the consent of the respondent and of tho court) 
the respondent might proceed with tlie recriminatory case. 

(/) Southampton Ihirough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & U. 222, 22-5, following 
Northallerton Borough Case (ISG9), ihtd., 1 67. But where there are special reasons 
making it desirable to take llie scrutiny before tho rocn minatory case, that 
may bo done [SUpney Case (1886), 4 O’M. & II. 84, 35; JTest Riding Southern 
IHiusinn Case (1869), 1 O’M. & II. 213, 214; htersjield Borough Case (1874), 
2 O’M. & II. 94, 95 ; St. George^ s Division Case (1896), 5 O’M. & H. 89). 

(g) Norwich Election Petition (1869), 19 L. T. 615, per MARTIN, 11., at pp. 
620, 621. 

(5) Southampton Borough Case, supra, per Willes, J., at pp. 225, 226 ; Wc^^t 
Riding Southern Division Case (1869), ihid., 213, per Martin, B., at pp. 215, 216 ; 
Taunton Borough Case (1869), 181, 186. Apparently, also, if a respon- 

dent fails on the principal case and succeeds on the recriminatory case, ho 
may still proceed with the scrutiny (Southampton Borough Case, supra, per 
Willes, J., at pp. 225, 226). 

(t) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 33), Sched. I., Part I., r. 43. 

(A;) Finsbury Central Division Case (1892), 4 O’M. & H. 171, 173, 174 
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885. If the result of the scrutiny is the finding of an equality of 
votes given for the different candidates the election is rendered 
void (0* 

886 . The register is conclusive upon all tribunals inquiring into 
elections as to the qualification of voters inserted upon it, excepting 
only persons who are prohibited from voting by any statute or by 
the common law of Parliament (m). 

Votes are struck off when the voter is proved to have been 
personated (?i), or to have been bribed (o), or treated (p), or unduly 


(l) Cirencesler Division Case (189.‘{), 4 O’M. & 11. 194, 199. 

(m) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 184J1 (6 & 7 Viet, c. 18), s. 79, 

The provisoes to the section are roj caled by tlie ballot Act, 187‘2 & 30 Viet, 

c. 33), Sebed. IV. ; Rollot Act, 1872 (35 A 30 Viet. c. 33), s. 7 ; Siowe\» JoUiJJe 
(1874), L. 11. 9 0. P. 734. The incapacitation of the poisons excepted is not that 
of persons who, fioin failuie in the incidents or elonienta of the fiaiichise, could 
be successfully objected to on the levision of the logi‘^tel, but that of peisons 
who, from some inherent or, for the time, irremovable quality in thembelves, 
have not, owing to statutory or common law prohibition, the status of parlia- 
mentary electors (ibid., per Lord CoLEiaDQE, C\J., at p. 750; Londonderry City 
Case (1886), 4 O’M. & H. 9G; PeinhioKe litnovyhs Ca.'ie (1901), 5 O’M. & 11. 135). 

As to ])er8ons personally incapacitated fiom voting, and therefore coming 
within the exception constituted by the pro\iso in s. 9 of the Ballot Act, 1872 
(35 & 30 Viet. c. 33), see p. 140, ante. 

The decision of Blaokbukn, J., in the Oldham IJorouyh C'ase( 18691 1 O’M. & II. 
151, at p. 159, that the votes of infants and aliens, whose names had been admitted 
on the register, could nut be stiuck oil unless an obj'ection to them had been 
first taken befoio the revising buiiistcr (Parliamentui y Voters Registration 
Act, 1843(6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 08, rojiealed by the Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 
Viet. c. 33), Sched. IV.) is not now law. See Be Stepney Eledwn PetitioUt 
Isaacson v. Durant (1886), 17 Q. B. D. 64. Where an alien named Peter Sterckx 
carried on business with his son, who was not an alien, under the name of Peter 
Steickx & Son, iho lease of the business premises being in the son’s name, Joseph 
Peter Sterckx, commonly called Peter Sterckx, and the name on the legister was 
Peter Sterckx of the said piemises, the son having voted, the couit held the vote 
good, constiuing the position to be that theoverseeis had placed the son’s naino 
on the legister, as that position, and that alone, was consistent with theoverseeis 
having done their duty, the father being an alien and, consequently, not entitled 
to vote [Finsbury Central Division Cose (1892), 4 O’M. & U. 171, 172, 173). 

The conclusivenoss of the legister does not extend to maintaining the vote of 
a poison who is, incoriectly, icgistercd as entitled to a vote in two sepaiate 
divisions of a borough, in respect of an election in each of tliese two divisions. 
As to provisions for cases of doublo entries in boroughs, soo Registration Act, 
1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 15), s. 5 ; Redistribution of Seats Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet, 
c. 23), s. 8 (3), p 234, ante. Where, in such circumstances, it ajipears, on a 
Bcmtiny, that a voter has voted in each of such divisions, if he has done so 
honestly and believing that he was entitled to do so, and if he voted first in that 
division for which he was registered in respect of his place of abode, or in which 
his abode actually is if he is not registered in respect of his abode for either 
division, such first vote will bo held good but the second will bo disallowed 
[Stepney Case (1886), 4 O’ M. & II. 34, 43 — 49; Finsbury Central Division Case, 
supm, at pp. 174, 175). 

(?i) Oldham Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & II. 151, 152; Gloucester Buiough 
Case (1873), 2 O’M. & H. 59, 64 ; Finsbury Central Division Case, supra. Per- 
Bonation, to bo an offence, must be committed coriuptly [Stepney Case, supra; 
Oldham Borough Case, supra, at p. 152; Gloucester Borough Case, supra, at 
p. 64). If a pel son has beeu passing under a name which is not his real name, 
and is placed on the register in such name by the overseers, ho does not 
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Elections. 


Sect. 1. influenced (g'), or on the ground of the voter having been retained, 
In Parlia- hired, or employed for all or any of the purposes of the election, for 
mentary reward, by or on behalf of any candidate at such election as agent. 
El ectio ns, canvasser, clerk, messenger, or in other like employment, during the 
election or during the preceding six months (?)• 

Method of 887. Where a person who has been a candidate at an election, 
•triking off. qjj Qf petition claiming the scat for any person in respect 

of that election, is proved to have been guilty, whether by 
himself or by anybody on his behalf, of bribery, treating, or undue 
influence with regard to any person who voted at such election, one 
vote is, on a scrutiny, to be struck off for each such voter from the 
number of votes given to such candidate (s). 


commit tlio ollouce of personation by voting in such name (i?. v. Fox (1887), 
16 Cox, C. C. 106). A misdescription, whether of nanio or of place, does not 
invalidate the vote of the ]»ei8on so misdescnbed, if he is the person whom 
the overseers intended to place on the register [OJdham Borough Case (1869), 

1 O’M. & II. lol, lo3, 154; Fnishnrg Central Diiision Case (1892), 4 O’M. 
& H. 175, 176). Similaily, where, through a mistake of a polling clerk, a ballot 
paper with a wiong nniubor has been received by an elector his vote is not 
invalidntod [Cirencester Jhmion Case (1893), 4 O’M. & H. 194). A vote may be 
struck off on the ground of personation on the moio evidence of the person whoso 
vote it purported to be that he had not voted [l<'iHshtirg Central Division Case, 
stipi a). 

[o) Southampton Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & II. 222, 224 ; Bradford 
Borough Case (1869), ibnL, 35, 40. 

[p) Westhury Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & 11.47,50; Walling foi'd Borough 
Case (1869), ibid., 57, 59 ; Bradford Borough Case, supra, 

[q) Oldham Borough Case 1869, 1 O’M. & II. 151, 161 ; Bradford Borough 
Case, supra. In the former case, on its being proved that a voter had voted 
contrary to bis intention, in consequence of Ins oinployei’s son having told 
him that if ho voted as be had oiigmally intended he must stand the conso- 
quoiicos, which he iindeistood to mean dismissal, the vote was, on a scrutiny, 
struck off. In reply to an application that it should be addod to the poll of the 
candidate for whom the voter had originally intended to vote, Blackuurn, J., 
said that ho had no power to order tho vote to be so added. 

[r) Koproseiilatiou of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Yict. c. 102), b. 11 ; 
Gloucester Borough Case (1873), 2 O’M. & II. 59, 6i2. 

(«) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 33), s. 25 ; Malcolm v. Parry (1874), 
L. K. 9 0. P. 610. It is not yet decided whether the section, in order to be 
appbcablo, connotes a corrupt state of mind in tho voter whom tho candidate 
has bribed. It has boon so interpreted {Mahohn v. Parry, supra, by Lord Cole- 
ridge, C.J., and Bheti', J., but their interpretation of the section was doubted 
by Grove, J., in the same case). It is worthy of note, as was pointed out by 
Grove, J., that if the interpretation is correct, the section seems baldly 
necessary in view of this provision of Schod. I., Part I., r. 41. As against this 
interpretation it may also be observed that treating and undue influence are 
similarly mentioned in tho section. 

An mtoiqiretation like that given by Lord Coleridge, C.J., and Brett, J., 
was given by Fitzgerald, B , in Ireland {Down County Case (1880), 3 O’M. & II. 
115). The question seems, really, to resolve itself into one as to whether the section 
is meant to penalise a candidate who has been guilty of any of the practices 
specified in it, or merely to provide a rough and ready method of striking off, 
from his poll, votes obtained through such practices, which were already, in law, 
void. Fitzgerald, B., whose statement, however, was perhaps somewhat 
incidental to the point which he was deciding, clearly interprets it in the latter 
sense. Probably, then, the more reasonable interpretation of the section is that 
which has tho more judicial authority, that it provides a readier way which does 
not involve a disclosure of ballot papers, of knocking off from the poll of that 
candidate against whom such practices ar proved votes coiTesponding to the 
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Similarly, a vote will be struck off whore any person who had 
been, for the purposes of such election, retained or employed, for 
reward, as agent, clerk, messenger, or in any other employment, by 
such candidate or on his behalf, is proved to have voted at such 
election (a). 


voters who have been, on, at least, primd facie evidence, influoucod by these 
practices. 

(a) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Yict. c. 33h a. 25. But if the work is of a kind 
that can be done simultaneously for botn sides and does not imply personal 
service, e.g., that of bill-postings contractor, the section, 8eemin<?ly, does not 
necessarily apply {Finsbury Central Division Case (1892), 4 O’M. & H. 171, 
per Cave, J., at p. 177). In that case the question arose on an objection to 
the votes themselves of people alleged to have been so employed, it being 
contended that thoii* votes were invalid, so that it involved the construction 
of the Representation of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102), s. 11, rather 
than that of a. 25 of the Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet c. 33). Vauquan 
Williams, J., who agreed with the decision of Cave, J., pointed out that the 
former section applied only to agents, canvassers, clerks, messengers, or people 
“ in other like emplo}Tnent ” ; he considered that it applied only to employments 
ejiisdem genei'is with those particularly speefi ‘d, and bethought that the omplf>y. 
inent of a bill-poster was not of the same kiml {tbid.). It will be observed that the 
Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict, c. 33), s 25, does not contain the word “ like.” Hut 
it has been hold that the omission of the word “ like” does not dilTeientiato the 
section from a. 11 of the Repiesentation of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Vict. 
c. 102), and that the employment must be of the class which is specified in tlio 
section {Down Couniy (1880), 3 O’M. & H. 115, 118, 119). In that case there 
was a question of the einployinent of fly-drivers for the purpose of convoviiig 
canvassers on the day before the election and for taking voters to the poll on tlie 
day of the election. It was h(dd that the applicability of the section was quite 
iuaependent of any question as to whether such people were being elnplo^ed m 
the way of their ordinary calling or in a way which was not part of their ordinal y 
calling {ibid.f at pp. 119, 120, 121), If the section were np]>licable it would have 
this effect, that the couit would stiiko a vote off each side, thus, knowingly, 
reducing the poll on one side or the other by a vote which had never been received 
and dealing with two votes in respect of one voter, both which things seem to 
be in disagreement with the spiiit of the section. This result, apparently, must 
happen if any actual voter should have been erajiloyed as a messenger for the 
purposes of the election at different periods by each candidate and if s. 25 of 
the Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 33), is apjdicable. Yet to allow his vote 
to stand would seem to be contrary to s. 1 1 of the Representation of the People 
Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 102). Possibly the course would be adopted of 
dealing with his vote under the B.illot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 33), Sclud, L, 
Part 1., r. 41, ascertaining for which candidate it had been given and stiiL mg it 
off that candidate’s poll. See Southampton Borough Case (1869), 1 O'M. & H. 
222, 225, where a cabman, whose cab had been hired for the whole day on the 
polling day, was hold by Willes, J,, not to come within the Representation of 
the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 102). See also juilgment of Martin B , in 
the Cheltenham Case (1869), Printed Judgments, p. 51 ; and the Finsbury Central 
Division Case, supra, where a voter, who lived at a board school with his wife, 
a schoolmistress, was paid for cleaning and propuing the schoolroom for a 
meeting for one of the candidates; the court held that s. 1 1 did not applv, and 
that his vote was good. But tho section applies equally where the disqualifying 
employment is given to the voter’s children, he rocoiviiig the wages {Stepney 
Case (1886), 4 O’M. & II 34, 38, 39, following Southampton Borough Case, supra. 
As to disqualiflcation of electors employed for the pui-poses of an election, 
see further Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. 
c. 51), Sched. I., Parti. (7), and tho RedLstribution of Seats Act, 1885 (48 & 49 
Vict. c. 23), 8. 15, and p. 268, ante. It is noticeable that s. 25 of the Ballot Act, 
1872 (35 & 36 Yict. c. 33), does not express any limitation of the period 
employment within which ^^ill incapacitate from voting; wheictho employment 
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888. In order to prove the validity of a vote given by a foreigner 
who states that he has been naturalised the certificate of his 
naturalisation, or a certified copy thereof (Z»), must be produced, and 
his own mere statement, in evidence, that he has been naturalised 
is insufficient (c). 

889. Votes given for a candidate who is disqualified, with know- 
ledge of the disqualification or of the facts constituting it {d), or 
after due notice of such disqualification has been given (e), may be 
struck off on a scrutiny (/). 

890. Votes may also be struck off on a scrutiny when the ballot 
paper on which they are recorded has not on its back the official 
mark or on which votes are given to more candidates than the voter 
is entitled to vote for, or on which anything, except the number 
which each ballot paper must bear printed on the back thereof, is 
written or marked whereby the voter can be identified (g), or which 
is unmarked or is void for uncertainty (h). 

891. A recount is not granted as of right, but on evidence of 
good grounds for believing that there has been a mistake on the 
part of the returning officer the court will make an order for a 
recount (?). The application ought to be made at an early stage of 


took place 'wltliin a period when the emplojer was a candidate within the 
ineanitig of the Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (4G & 47 
Vict. c. 51), s. 63 (soe pp. 263, 265, o«fe), the section was held to apply {Stepney 
(Jasf^ (1886), 4 O’M. & II. 34, per 1)enman, J,, at p. 38). 

(5) Naturalization Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Vict. c. 14), s. 12 (2). See title Aliens, 
Vol. L, p. 318. 

(c) Finsbury Central Division Case (1892), 4 O’M. & II. 171, 172. 

\d) Deres/ord-IJope v. Sandhurst {Ladif) (1889), 23 Q. P. I). 79, 84, 0. A. 

(e) Ttpptrary County Case (1875), 3 O’M. & II. 19, 36, 37, 43, 40 ; Trench v. 
Nolan (1872), 6 I. E. 0. L. 464. 

(/) Hobbs V Morey, [1904] 1 K. B. 74, 78. It is doubtful if counsel inay be 
heard on behalf of voters whose votes aio struck off [Maleulm v. Parry (1874), 
li. E. 9 C. P. 610, 614), but he was in that cose heard as a matter of grace, 
the petitioner’s counsel not objecting. 

(v) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 33), s. 2 ; Wigtown Distrid Burgh Case, 
(1874), 2 O’M. &n. 215; Stepney (7asc (1886), 4 O’M. & 11. 34, 37, 38. But 
where ballot papers bear uiarKs on the backs other than those of the printed 
numbers, if there is nothing to indicate tliat the voters might be identified 
thereby, the votes will stand (Wigtonn Dibiiid Bwgh Case, snpra, at p. 222; 
Buckrose Division Case (1886), 4 O’M. & II. 110, 111). But a cross upon the 
hack opposite a candidate’s name is not a compliance with the Ballot Act, and 
the vote does not count {ibid.). A circle instead of a cross caused the vote to 
he stiuck off in the Wigtown District Burgh Case, supia, at p. 221, and in the 
Stepney Case, supra, at pp. 37, 38 ; but in the Buckrose Division Case, supra, at 
p. 112, the vote was held good, the ratio decidendi given by Poi.lock, B. being 
how much the mark differed from a cross, which might be an indication as to 
whether it was the result of design or of mere clumsiness. And see CirencesUr 
Division Case (^1893), 4 O’M. & II. 194, 196, 197, where the court held that any 
maik cloaily indicating the voter’s intention ought to he counted, and the 
opinion was expressed that some earlier cases had been too exacting. 

(A) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 33), Scliod. I., Part I., r. 36 ; Wigtown 
District Burgh Case, supra, atp. 221 ; Bertaick-upon-Tweed Borough Case (1880), 
3 O’M. & H. 178, 182; Stepney Case, supia, at p. 37 ; Buckrose Division Case, 
supra, at p. 111. 

(t) Stepney Case, supra, at pp. 60, 61. 
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the trial (k). If there are more than two candidates for more than 
one seat and a petition is presented against one, claiming as against 
him a recount and seat, it is not necessary for the petitioner to 
claim a general recount, i.e., as regards the other candidate or 
candidates as well ; on the recount against the respondent resulting 
in the petitioner’s favour, he becomes entitled to the respondent’s 
seat (1 ) . 

892. If it appears to the election court, on the trial of an election 
petition, that any question of law as to the admissibility of evidence 
or otherwise requires further consideration by the High Court, the 
court has power to postpone the granting of a certificate till after 
the determination of such question by the Divisional Court (m), 
and, for this purpose, to reserve any such question in like manner as 
questions are usually reserved by a judge on atrial at Nisi Prius(a). 

The procedure followed by the judges in reserving a question of 
law is to state a special case to the Divisional Court (/i). 

The election court will not reserve a point about which the court 
entertains no doubt, though application be made to reserve it (o). 

A point of law may not be reserved unless it be one which would 
aflfect the whole result of the trial of the petition {})). 

(Ic) Strpnef/ Case (1880), 4 O’M. & 11. 04, .30, 51. 

p) Monkswcll [Lord) v. Tliompsnn, [ISDS] 1 Q. B. 479 (a municipal case). 
QaarCy whether in such a case it is opcm to the respondent, except by 
petition a^^ainst the other successful candidate or candidates, to claim a recount 
against him or them. See judgments of Hawkins and Cn\NNELL, JJ., thid.^ 
at pp. 484, 485, 480. It is submitted that it is not open to the respondent to do 
80 , on the ground that it would be a questioning of the election or return of 
such candidate or candidates and so could only he effected by a petition. 

fm) Judicature Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 68), s. 14 ; R. S. C., Ord. .39, r. 1 (1>). 

(n) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1808 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 12; Jhisfol 
Borough Case (1870), 2 O’M. & H. 27, 29; Drogheda Borough Case (1874), 
ibid.y 201, 203; Tipperar?/ County Case (1875), 3 O’M. & II. 19,41; Slepnrt/ 
Case (1886), 4 O’M. & II. 34, 30. But where judges decide a point, the fact 
of its being a difficult one does not make it a necessary piactice tliat they 
should, on the application of one of the parties, reserve it for the Divisional 
Court {Re Tkornhury Division of Gloucestershire Election Petitioiiy Atkers y, 
Houiard (1886), 16 Q. B. D. 739, per Lord Coleridge, C.J., at p. 740). In an 
Irish case, where the judges had given their decision on a point before the appli- 
cation to reserve it was made, they refused the application on that ground, and 
also on the ground that one of tnem w.as a momber of the Com t of Common 
Pleas, which would have had to determine the point, if icserved {Lo)idonde>'ry 
City Case (1886), 4 O’M. & U. 96, per O’Brien, J., at p. 103). In tho Drogheda 
Borough Case^ supra, whoio a point had been stated to the Irish Court of 
Common Pleas, which was equally divided upon it, Barry, J , who had tiied 
the petition, declined to say that he was satisfied that the eloetion was void, and 
gave judgment for the respondent, following what was said by Martin, B., 
in his judgment in JVarrington Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & II. 42, 44 (see 
note (r) on p. 460, post). In the Bristol Borough Case, supra, BRAikHVELL, B., in 
reserving a point of law, gave leave to counsel to make to him at chambers 
any suggestions which they might think fit upon the case before it should be 
finally settled for stating, 

(e) Horsham Borough Case (1876), 3 O’M. & H. 52, 56 ; Down County Case 
(1880), 3 O’M. & H. 115, 120; Buckrose Division Case (1886), 4 O’M. & H. 110, 
114. 

(p) Taunton Borough Case (1874), 2 O’M. & II. 66, per Groye, J., at p. 31 ; 
Re Btepney Election Petition, Isaacson v. Durant (1886), 17 B. D. 61, ]>er 
Lord Coleridge, C.J., p. 55. 
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Elections. 


Where a point of law is reserved an appeal lies from the decision 
upon it, with special leave of the Divisional Court, to the Court of 
Appeal, whose decision is final and conclusive (q), 

893. Before upsetting an election the court ought to he satisfied 
beyond all doubt that the election is void (r). 

Sub-Sect. 6 . — Judgment and its Effect. 

Result to be 894. At the conclusion of the trial the judges who try the 
the^'ud^s^ petition determine whether the member whose return or election is 
complained of, or any and what other person, was duly returned 
or elected, or whether the election was void (»). They forthwith 
certify their determination to the Speaker in writing by a certificate 
under the hands of both judges. If they differ as to whether the 
member whose return or election is complained of was duly 
returned or elected, they certify that difference, and the member 
is deemed to be duly elected or returned. If they determine 
that the member was not duly elected or returned, but differ as to 
the rest of the determination, they certify that diffeience and the 
election is deemed void. The determination is, upon such certificate 
being given, final to all intents and purposes (t). 
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(q) Taunton Borough Case (1874), 2 O’Al. & 11. 06, per Grove, J., at p. 71 ; Be 
Stepney Eledion Pehiion^ Isaacson v. Durant (1880), 17 Q. B. D. 64, per Lord 
Coleridge, C.J., at p, 65 ; Judicature Act, 1881 (44 & 46 Viet. c. 68,) s. 14. It 
is submitted that s. 1 (5) of the Judicature (Procedure) Act, 1894 (67 & 58 Viet, 
c. 16), does not apply to such decisions on appeal from the Divisional Court, and 
that, in order that the appeal may lie, the leave must bo ^iven by the Divisional 
Court, and that, unless such leave have been given, the Court of Appeal, has no 
jurisdiction to entertain such appeal {Mcflarg v. Uutrersal Sloth Exchange [ISOo] , 
2 Q. B. 81, 88 ; Wynue-Ftnch v. Chayfor (1903), 19 T. li. B. 631, 632 ; and see 
Unwin v. McMullen, [1891] 1 Q,. B. 694, 699, C. A. ; Shau) v. Bechtty [1893] 2 
Q. B. 59, C. A.). AVhere, on the argument before the Divisional Court of a 
question of law reserved by a commissioner on the trial of a municipal election 
petition, the respondent claimed the right to begin and the petitioner opposed 
tlio claim, the court wore of oiiinioii that the respondent should begin (Be 
Gloucester Municipal Election Petition, 1900, Ford v. Newth, [1901] 1 K. 15. 683, 
680). In lie Stepney Election Petition, Isaacson v. Durant, supra, on the 
argument of a question of law reseiwed by judges trying a parliamentary 
election petition, the point as to the right to begin appears not to have been in 
dispute, but the lespondont appears m fact to have begun. But in Re Thornhury 
Division of Gloucestershire Ehetion Petition, Ackers^, lloiuard (1880), 16 Q. B. D. 
739, where also this point seems not to have been in dispute, the petitioner 
appears in fact to have begun. 

(r) Warrington Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 42, per Martin, B., p. 44, 
following a statement of Willes, J., in the Lichfield Borough Case (1809), 1 
O’M. & II. 22, not reported on this point. 

(«) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 126), s. 11 (13). 

(t) Ibid. ; Parliamentary Elections and Corrupt Practices Act, 1879 (42 & 43 
Viet. c. 75), B. 2 ; Waygoodv. James (1869), L. E. 4 0. P. 361. Thus, a petition 
may not be presented against the election of a petitioner who has been declared 
on a petition complaining of such election to have been duly elected, even 
though no recriminatory case had been raised, or, having been raised, had not 
been gone into, by the respondent at the hearing. But if collusion between the 
respondent and such successful petitioner were shown, it might be competent 
for the House of Commons to order a second investigation, though it might not 
be within the competency of the court to do so ( per Wili.es, J., at p. 369 ; ver 
Brett, J., at p. 373) ; but Brett, J., thought that the judgment, being a judg- 
ment in rem, might not be final, if obtained by fraud and deception of the 
3ourt. 
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895 . On the hearing of parliamentary election petitions it is the 
practice for the judges, in giving judgment, to give the reasons on 
which the judgment is founded (a). 

If the judges differ on a matter which constitutes a subject of 
report (b) to the Speaker, they certify that difference, and they make 
no report upon such matter (c). 

898 . At the time of making their report to the Speaker the 
judges may also make a special report to him as to any matters 
arising in the course of the trial, an account of which, in their 
judgment, ought to be submitted to the House of Commons (d). 
The House of Commons may make any order, in respect of such 
special report, which they may think proper (e). 

897 . Where a charge is made in an election petition of any 
corrupt or illegal practice having been committed at the election in 
question, the judges must, in addition to their certificate and at the 
time of the making thereof, report in writing to the Speaker : — 

(1) Whether any corrupt or illegal practice has or has not been 
proved to have been committed by or with the knowledge and 
consent of any candidate at such election, and the nature of such 
corrupt or illegal practice (/) ; 

(2) The names of all persons, if any, who have been proved at 
the trial to have been guilty of any corrupt or illegal practice (g ) ; 

(3) Whether corrupt or illegal practices have extensively 
prevailed at such election, or whether there is reason to believe that 
corrupt or illegal practices have so prevailed (h) ; 


(o) Ipsinirh Borough Caf^e (1886), 4 O’M. & H. 20, 21, per Dexm\n, J. ; 
Norwich Borough Case ^1886), %hid., 84, 90. If the judges dilfor in their jnd"- 
inont upon the issue it is the practice for the junior judge to give his judgnient 
first {Great Yarmouth Borough Case (1906), 5 O’M. & 11. 176, 178). 

{h) See p. 460, ante. 

(c) rarliamentary Elections and Corrupt Practices Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet, 
c. 75), s. 2 ; Montgomery Boroughs Case (1892), 4 O’M. & H. 167, 170. 

{d) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 11 (15). 

(f^) Ihnl.^ 8. 14. 

(/) /5/f/., 8. 11 (14) (a); Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 
(46'& 47 Viet. c. 51), s. 11. 

[g) Pailiamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 11 (14) (b) ; 
Coriupt and Illegal Practices Piovention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), s. 11. 

(A) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 12.3), s. 11 (14) (c) ; 
Corrupt and Illegal Practices Piovention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), s 11. 
In making their report the judges are confined to the evidence which has been 
given before them; see p. 444, ante. Where the election court came to the 
conclusion that corrupt practices had extensively prevailed, the judges stated 
that, in view of the probability of an election commission following their 
ce.rtificate, they would not report the names of the persons proved to have 
been guilty of corrupt practices, unless the House should require them to be 
reported [Tleywood v. Dodson (1880), 44 L. T. 285, 287). But the Parliamentary 
Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 125), s. 11 (14), seems to be peremptory 
as regards the election court reporting such names. It is submitted that, 
in view of that sub-section and of the fact that it is in the same Act that 
provision is made (s. 15) for the appointing of an election commission in con- 
sequence of the report of the election court, the obligation upon the court 
to report the names of the persons proved to have been guilty of corrupt 
practices is not removed by the probability of an election comniission being 
appointed to inquire. 
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(4) Whether any candidate at such election has been guilty by 
his agents of any corrupt or illegal practice in reference thereto (i) ; 
and if any persons are reported to have been guilty of any corrupt 
or illegal practice the judges are, further, to report 

(6) Whether those persons have or have not been furnished with 
certificates of indemnity (k) ; and such report must be laid before 
the Attorney-General with a view to his instituting or directing a 
prosecution against such persons as have not received certificates 
of indemnity, if the evidence should, in the opinion of the Attorney- 
General, be sujBficient to support a prosecution (Z). 

898. Before any person who is neither a party to an election 
petition nor a candidate on whose behalf the seat is claimed thereby 
is reported by the election court to have been guilty of any corrupt 
or illegal practice, the court must cause notice to be given to such 
person, and, if he appears in pursuance thereof, the court is to give 
him an opportunity of being heard by himself and of calling 
evidence in his defence to show why he should not be so 
reported (wi). 

899. The report of the judges is not, like their certificate, final 
and conclusive as to the matters contained in it (n). 

When the judges have given their judgment and have signed and 
delivered from their hands the certificate which they make to the 
Speaker the petition is concluded, and is, therefore, no longer 
affected by any event which may happen during the time which 


(i) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 61), 
8s. 6, 11. 

(Jc) Hid., s. 60. 

(/) Ibid. 

(m) / hid., 8 , 38 (1). If tbo person on ■whom such notice is served is desirous 
to appear and show cause against being reported, he can only be heard in 
person ; counsel or solicitor may not be heard on his behalf (7^ v. Mansil Jones 
(1889), 23 Q. B, L). 29). This case must be tuken to overruhi the decision of 
Penman and Cave, JJ., in the Tpswich Eleciton retdion (1880), cited in the aigu- 
moiit on the trial of 11. v. Martsel Jones, supra. Blackiiukn, J., in tho Beivdley 
Borotujh Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 174, 176, was of opinion that a person 
who had received notice in consequence of charges of briboiy being jirovcd 
against him was entitled to be heard by counsel. But this opinion was given 
upon 8 . 45 fnow repealed) of the Pailiamentary Elections Act, 1808 (31 & 32 
Yict. c. 125), which did not contain the words “ by himself.” Notwithstanding 
the decision in R. v. Mansel Jones, supra, election courts have oxeicised a dia- 
crotiou of allowing peisons so showing cause to appear by counsel ; see Hexham 
Case (1892), Pay, 78 ; lior/iester Case (1892), ibid. ; Worcester Rorovyh (1900), 
6 O’M. & H. 214, 215, where the court hoaid counsel on behalf of a person 
charged with corrupt practices, and also a solicitor on behalf of other poisons. 
It is submitted, however, that it was decided by all thiee judges in /?. v. 
Mansel Jones, supra, at pp. 34, 35, that the election coui*t had no discretion 
to hear counsel on behalf of such persons. 

hi) Stevens v. Tilleit (1870), L. E. 6 C. P. 147. In this case, where the 
judge, on tho trial of a previous election petition, had reported that, in his 
opinion, the election had been perfectly purely conducted on the part of the then 
petitioner, it was held that, notwithstanding such report, on a petition 
against him in respect of a subsequent election, charges of corruption con- 
nected with the former election, which had since become known, might be 
gone into {Gravesend Borough Case (1880), 3 O’M. & H. 81, 2>cr Lopes, J., at 
p. 82 ). 
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intervenes between the moment when they have finally parted with 
their certificate from their hands and the moment when it reaches 
the hands of the Speaker, though such event be one which, if it 
had happened earlier, would have caused the petition to abate or 
drop (o). 

900 . The House of Commons, on being informed by the 
Speaker of the judges’ certificate and their report or reports (if 
any), orders the same to be entered in the journals and gives the 
necessary directions for confirming or altering the return or for 
issuing a writ for a new election, or for carrying the determination 
into execution as circumstances may require (p). Where the 
judges make a special report the House of Commons may 
make such order in respect of such special report as it thinks 
proper (q). 

901 . Where on the hearing of an election petition it is 
determined that any person was entitled to have been returned, if 
the returning officer shall have wilfully refused, neglected or 
delayed duly to return such person, the person so aggrieved may 
sue the returning officer in the High Court of Justice, and recover 
double the damages which he has sustained, together with full 
costs of the suit. But the suit must be instituted within one year (r) 
after the commission of the act on which it is founded, or 
within six months of the conclusion of the trial of the election 
petition (s). 

Sub-Sect. 7, — Election Commhaioners^ 

902 . Where both Houses of Parliament by a joint address 
represent to the King that an election court lias reported to the 
Speaker that corrupt practices have, or that there is reason to 
believe that corrupt practices have (0, extensively prevailed at an 
election in any county or city, borough, university, or place, 
and pray for an inquiry to be made by persons named in sucli 
address, His Majesty may by warrant under his royal sign manual 
appoint thos^e persons to be commissioners to make inquiry 
into the existence of such corrupt practices (?/)» and of illegal 
practices (a). 

Election commissioners may similarly be appointed for such 
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(o) Marshall v. James (1874), L. K. 9 0. P. 702. 

(p) Pailiamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 13. 

(</) Ihid.f B. 14. 

(rj Parliamontarv Eloctions Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 48. But sco 
now the Public Authorities Protection Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Viet. 61), ss. 1, 2, and 
title Public AurnoitiTiES and Public Oeficeus 
(s) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 ^ ict. c. 125), s. 48. As to the 
additional penalty to which the returning officer may become liable, see the 
Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), s. H, and Bnuaui v. Whtehorn (1900), 
Times, 30th March. 

(0 See p. 461, ante, 

(m) Election Commissioners Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. e. 57), s. 1 ; Parliamentary 
Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 15. 

(a) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. o. 61), 

B. 12. 
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an inquiry when a petition to the House of Commons is presented 
within twenty-one days after the return to the Clerk of the 
Crown of a member to serve in Parliament for any bDrough or 
county, or within fourteen days after the meeting of Parliament, 
signed by two or more electors of such borough or county, alleging 
that corrupt practices have extensively prevailed at the then last 
election for such borough or county, or that there is reason to 
believe that they have (h). In such cases the commissioners are to 
make the inquiry in the same manner, and their powers and duties 
are the same as when the inquiry is instituted in consequence of a 
report by an election court (c). 

903. The persons eligible to be appointed election commissioners 
must be barristers of not less than seven years’ standing, not being 
members of Parliament nor holding any office or place of profit 
under the Crown other than that of recorder of any city or 
borough (d). If any of the commissioners so appointed should 
die, resign, or become incapable of acting, the surviving or con- 
tinuing commissioners or commissioner may act in such inquiry 
as if they or he had been solely appointed to be commissioners 
or a sole commissioner for the purposes of such inquiry, and, 
in the case of a sole surviving or continuing commissioner, as if 
the appointment of a sole commissioner had bet n authorised by 
the Act. All the provisions of the Act concerning the commis- 
sioners api)ointed to make such inquiry apply to the survivor or 
survivors (c). 

Every commissioner before beginning to act must tabe an oath 
before a judge of the King’s Bench Division of the High Court of 
Justice (/), that he will truly and faithfully execute the powers 
and trusts vested in him according to the best of his knowledge 
and judgment (/5f). 

Any commissioners so appointed may, at their pleasure, appoint, 
or dismiss, a secretary, and so many clerks, messengers, and officers 
as shall be thought necessary by one of His Majesty’s principal 
Secretaries of State, for the purpose of conducting the inquiry to 
be made by them, and they may pay to such secretary, clerks, 
messengers, and officers such salaries and allowances as the 
Treasury may think reasonable (//). 

904. The commissioners so appointed are, upon their appoint- 
ment, or within a reasonable time thereafter, to go to the 


{h) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 56; Corrupf 
and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 61), s. 12. 

(c) Parliamentary Elections Act, 18(58 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 66. 

(d) Election Commissioners Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 67), s. 1. 

(e) Ibid, As to the question of the necessity of the unanimity of the 
commissioners for the validity of their acts, see Fitzgerald's Case (1869), L. li. 
5 Q. 13. 1, where it was touched upon, but not decided [per CooKnuKN, C.J., 
Mkllor and IIannen, JJ., at pi). 5, 6, 11, 14). 

(/) Ibid, ; Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Vict. c. 66), s. 16 ; Order in Council, 
1 6th December, 1880, Statutory Pules and Orders Revised, Vol. XII., p. 1. 

[g) 1 bid,, 8. 2 ; a form of oath is contained in that section. 

(A) Election Commissioners Act, 1852 (15 tSc 16 Vict. c. 57), s, 3. 
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constituency in relation to which they have to hold such inquiry. 
They are, from time to time, to hold meetings for the pui poses of 
such inquiry at some convenient place therein or within ten miles 
thereof. They have power to adjourn such meetings from time to 
time from any one place to any other place therein or within ten 
miles thereof, as may seem to them expedient. They may not 
adjourn the inquiry for any period exceeding one week without the 
consent and approbation of one of His Majesty’s principal Secre- 
taries of State (i). With such approbation and consent it is lawful 
for them to hold meetings in the cities of London or Westminster, 
and to adjourn the same from time to time as they think fit (J). 

They are to give notice of their appointment and of the time and 
place of the holding of their first meeting by publication thereof in 
some newspaper in general circulation in the constituency (/c). 

905. The commissioners are, by all such lawful means as seem 
to them best, with a view to the discovery of the truth, to inquire 
into the manner in which the election was conducted, and whether 
any corrupt or illegal practices were committed at such election. 
If such corrupt practices were committed, the commissioners must 
inquire whether such practices were by way of the gift or loan, or 
the promise of the gift or loan, of any sum of money or any other 
valuable consideration to any voter or voters, or to any other person 
or persons on behalf of such voter or voters, for the promise or the 
giving of his or their vote or votes, or for the refraining or promising 
to refrain from giving his or their vote or votes at such election, 
or for the i^rocuring or undertaking to procure the votes of other 
electors at such election. They must, further, in such case inquire 
whether such corrupt practices were committed by the payment of 
any sum of money or loan or other valuable consideration whatso- 
ever to any voter, or to any other person on his behalf, before, 
during, or after the termination of such election, by way of head- 
money, or in compliance with any usage or custom in the con- 
stituency to which the inquiry relates, or how otherwise. They 
must, further, in such case inquire whether any sum of money 
or other valuable consideration whatsoever has been paid to any 
voter, or to any other person on his behalf, after the termination 
of such election as a reward for giving or having refrained from 
giving his vote at such election (1). 

If the commissioners find that corrupt or illegal practices have 
been committed at the election into which they are authorised to 
inquire, it is lawful for them to make the like inquiries concerning the 
latest previous election for the same constituency, provided that 

(t) Election Commission era Act, 1852 (15 & IG Yict. c 57), s. 4. The word 
“ adjourn,’’ in this section, docs not mean that a formal adjournment of the 
commission is necessary, seeing that the commissioners have power, from time 
to time, to hold meetings ; but the intervals between the meetings may not, 
except with the leave specitied, exceed one week; no formal adjournment is 
necessary {I^'itztjcraliTs Case (1869), L. E. 5 Q. 13. 1). The word “adjourn” 
is here used not in its technical legal sense, but in its popular sense, namely, to 
postpone (per Mellok, Lush, and Hannen, JJ., ibid., at pp. 10, 12, 13). 

( n Election Commissioners Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 57), s. 5. 

Ut) Ibid., B. 4. 

{1) Ibid., 8. 6. 
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such election did not take place before the 25th August, 1888 (m). 
If they find that corrupt or illegal practices were committed at 
such previous election, it is lawful for them to make the like 
inquiries concerning the election immediately preceding such 
previous election, and so on, from election to election, as far back 
as they think fit(/0» provided that no such election was held prior 
to the 25th August, 1883 (o). But if they do not find that corrupt 
or illegal practices have been committed at any election, they are 
not to inquire into any previous election (p). 

906 . The commissioners have power by summons under the 
hand and seal of any one of them to require the attendance at a 
place and time mentioned in the summons, the time to be a reason- 
able one from the date of the summons, of any persons whomsoever 
whose evidence they may consider to be material to the subject- 
matter of the inquiry, and to require all persons to bring before 
them such books, papers, deeds, and writings as may appear to the 
commissioners necessary for the purposes of the inquiry (q). 

All persons so summoned are hound to attend and to produce 
all such books, papers, deeds, and writings as are in their custody 
or under their control (r). They are bound to answer all questions 
put to them by the commissioners touching the matters into which 
the commissioners have to make inquiry («), provided that no witness 
is liable to be asked, nor is he bound to answer, any question for the 
purpose of proving the commission of a corrupt practice at or in 
relation to any election held prior to the 25th August, 1888 (<)• 

A witness is not excused from answering any question regarding 
an election ^vith relation to which he is called to give evidence, on 


(w) Corriqit and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (*16 & 47 Viet. c. ol), 
s. 49. This IS the date on which the Act was passed, and by s. 49 theiooE 
election commissioners are prohibited from making inquiries concorning any 
election which took place prior thereto. 

f?/) Election Commissioners Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Yict. c. 57), s. 6. 
fo) See note (ra), supra. 

Ip) Election Commissioners Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 57), s. 6. It will 
bo observed that though by s. 12 of the Coriupt and Illegal Piacticcs Pre- 
vention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), the scope of inquiry by the election 
commissioners is extended to illegal practices, the provisions of s. 15 of the 
Pailiamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. empowering the 

appointment of election commissioners upon the report or an election court 
that corrupt practices have extensively prevailed, appear not to bo so extended 
by s. 12 of the Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 
Vict. c. 51), as to empower the appointment of such commissioners upon the 
report of an election court merely that illegal practices have extensively 
prevailed. 

Though, accordingly, it would seem to be inconsistent that election com- 
missioners, upon a finding of the commission of only illegal practices nt a 
previous election, should thereby bo authorised to inquire into the next previous 
election, j-ot, seeing that the powers and duties of election commissioners under 
the Election Commissioners Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Vict. 57), are, m virtue of s. 12 
of the Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 &47 Vict. c. 51), 
to be construed as if the words “ corrupt practices ” included “ illegal practices,’’ 
they appear to he authorised to do so. 

(a) Election Commissioners Act, 1852 (16 & 16 Vict. c. 671, s. 8, 

(r) Ibid, 

(<) Ibid. 

(I) See note (m), supra. 
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fcbe ground that the answer to such question may criminate or 
may tend to criminate him, or on the ground of privilege. But no 
statement made by any person in answer to any question put 
by the commissioners is, except in cases of indictment for perjury 
committed in such answers, to be admissible in evidence in any 
proceeding, civil or criminal (w). The protection, however, does 
not extend to any previously existing document, to which the 
witness, in his evidence before the commissioners, may have 
referred, which may be proved independently of such evidence, 
even though the first indication of it may have been afforded by 
such evidence (a;). It is against the use of bis answers before the 
commissioners in evidence against him in any subsequent proceed- 
ings that the witness is protected — and, seemingly, this protection 
bolds good even though the subsequent proceedings be based on 
charges of a totally different nature (t /) — and not against such pro- 
ceedings themselves, though they be instituted in respect of some 
fact which the witness may have disclosed in such answ^ers, if it 
be proved independently of them, even though the answers may 
have affoided the fiist indication of the fact or the clue to the 
institution of the proceedings (z). All the provisions of s. 59 of 
the Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883, relating to 
witnesses called before an election court (a) are also applicable to 
witnesses called before election commissioners (/;). Thus, a witness 
who answers truly all questions which the election commissioners 
require him to answer is entitled to a certificate of indemnity (c). 

The granting of a certificate is a matter within the discretion of 
the election commissioners in the exercise of their judgment as to 
whether a witness has or has not answered so as to be entitled to 
it, and a mandamus will not lie against them for refusing to grant 
one (d). 
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(a) Election Commissioners Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Vict. c. 57), s. 8. It will be 
observed that the section does not expressly limit the inadmissibility to pro- 
ceedings against the witness; but see It. v. Leatham (IHijl), 30 L. J, (q. b.) 205, 
per Ckompton, J., at p. 207, and per Blackbuhn, J., at p 21 1. It is so limited 
by the Coirupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), 
8. 50 (1) (b), which also applies to the evidence of witnesses before election 
commissioners. 

{x) M. V. Leatharrij supra. 

{y) I hid., per Ckompton, J., at pp. 207, 208. 

(z) Ibid., and per Blackburn, J., pp. 210, 211. 

(«) See p. 450, ante. 

{b) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 61), 
B. 50 (4). 

(c) See p. 450, ante. 

(d) It. V. IJnll (1881), 7 Q. B. I). 575, C. A. overruling, on this point, It. v. 
Puce (1871), L. li. 6 U. B. 411. But if tho commissioners declined to exercise 
j iiiTsdiction and made no exercise of their discretion, a mandamus would pro- 
bably lie {It. V. //o/Z, 8 U 2 )ra, per Brett, L.J., at p. 585, also per Cotton, L.J., 
It. V. Holly 8iij)ray at p. 688, following, so far. It. v. Pr#ce, supra). Both these 
cases were decided on the Corrupt Practices Prevention Act, 1863 (26 & 27 
Vict. c. 20), B. 7, tho olfect of which was, as regards this ]>oint, the same as 
that of the Corrupt and Illegal Piacticos Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. 
c. 51), 8. 69 (1) (a). 
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or such other person has not taken any part or been concerned in 
tlie election to which the petition relates, the election commissioners 
inquiring into such election are not entitled to examine such 
solicitor or agent respecting matters which have come to his 
knowledge by reason only of his being concerned as solicitor or 
agent for a party to such petition (e). 

908. If any person on whom a summons has been served to 
appear before election commissioners, such summons having been 
served by the delivery thereof to him or by the leaving thereof at 
his usual place of abode, fails to appear before them at the time and 
place specified in the summons, the commissioners may certify such 
default under their hands and seals or under the hand and seal of 
any one of them to the High Court, and the Court may thereupon 
proceed against such person in the same manner as if he had 
failed to obey any writ of subpoena or any process issuing out of the 
High Court (/). 

909. An oath or an affirmation, as the case may be, may be 
administered to the witnesses by the commissioners or any one 
of them (^). Witnesses who give false evidence before the 
commissioners are guilty of perjury {)i). 

910. If any person appearing on such summons before the 
commissioners refuses to be sworn or affirm respectively, or to 
answer the questions which are put to him by the commissioners 
touching the matters under inquiry, or to produce and sliow to 
the commissioners any papers, boobs, deeds, or writings which are 
in his possession or under his control, the production of which the 
commissioners consider to be necessary, or if any person is guilty 
of any contempt of the commissioners or their office, the com- 
missioners have the same j)ower8, exercisable in the same way, as 
any judge of the High Court (i). 

911. The commissioners are, from time to time, to report to the 
Crown the evidence taken by them and what they find concerning 
the subject-matters of their inquiry. 

They are, especially, to report, with respect to each election, the 
names of all persons whom they find to have been guilty of corrupt 
or illegal practices thereat, of those who have given bribes for 
the purchase or for the purpose of purchasing the votes of others, 
and of those who have themselves received money or any other 
valuable consideration for having given, or having’ refrained from 
giving, or for the purpose of inducing them to give or to refrain from 
giving, their votes at such election. They are, further, so especially 
to report the names of all persons whom they find to have given 


(e) Coirupt ami Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 18811(40 & 47 Yict. c. 61), 
8 . 59 (5). 

(/) Election Commissioners Act, 1862 (15 & 16 Yict. c. 67), s. 12. 

Iff) Ihid.t 8. 11 ; Oaths Act 1888 (61 & 52 Yict. c. 40), s. 1. 

(//) Election Comniissionei-s Act, 1852 (15 & 10 Yict. c. 57), s. 13. See title 
Criminal Law, YoL IX., p. 480. 

(♦) I ltd., 8. 12. 
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to others, or to have themselves received payments by way of 
head-money or as a reward for giving or refraining from giving 
their votes at such election (k). In reporting the names of sucli 
persons they are also to report whether such persons have or have 
not been furnished with certificates of indemnity (/), and such 
report, accompanied by the evidence on which it is based, is laid 
before the Attorney-General for the same purposes as the like 
report by an election court is laid before him (in). They are, 
further, especially, to report all other things whereby, in their 
opinion, the truth may be better known concerning the subject of 
their inquiry (n). Seemingly, the commissioners are not concluded 
as to their findings by the report of the election judges which 
occasioned the appointment of the commission, end if, upon more 
extensive inquiry being made by them and further evidence coming 
before them, they find that charges are established which the 
election judges, on the evidence brought before them, had found 
not to be established, the commissioners may report their findings 
on such charges (o ) . 

912 . Before any person is so reported by election commissioners 
he is to have the same right to notice and to an opportunity of 
being heard and of calling evidence as is given to the persons 
entitled thereto before being reported by an election court (p). 

Every person reported by election commissioners to have been 
guilty of any corrupt or illegal practice at an election may appeal 
against such report to the next court of oyer and terminer or gaol 
delivery hold in and for the county or place in whicli the offence 
is alleged to have been committed, and the said court may hear and 
determine the appeal. Subject to any rules of court which may 
be made (q) the appeal may bo brought, heard, and determined in 
the same manner as if the court were a court of quarter sessions 
and the election commissioners were a court of summary jurisdic- 
tion, and as if the person repoited had been convicted by a court 
of summary jurisdiction for an offence under the Corrupt and 
Illegal Practices PrcN ention Act, 1883. The proceedings are similar 
to those in an appeal to quarter sessions, and the condition as to the 
giving of recognisances applies as in the case of such an appeal ; 
the recognisances may bo entered into before any court of sum- 
mary jurisdiction (/•). Likewise, also, the proceeding is by way of 


(k) Election Commissioners Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 57), s. G. 

(/) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Pievention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Yict. c. 61), 
B. 60. 

fm) Hid. ; see p. 462, ante. 

(n) Election Commissioners Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 57), s. 6. 

(o) See Caldicuit v. Commissionei's for Corrupt Practices (1907), 21 Cox, C. C. 
404, j)cr PiGiiAM, J., at p. 408. See also p. 460, ante, and Stevens v. Tilldt (1870), 
L. ll. 6 C. P. 147. 

(p) Corrupt and Dlegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
8. 38 (1) ; see p. 462, ante, 

(^) So far no rules have been made. 

(r) Caldicott v. Commissioners for Corrupt Practices^ supra. In that case, not- 
withstanding that the appellant had not entered into recognisances, the co’irt 
heard the appeal on its merits. 
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rehearing, and, in order that the finding of the commissioners con- 
tained in their report may be sustained, sufficient evidence to 
support the charges of which they have reported the appellant as 
guilty must be laid before the court hearing the appeal (s). Notice 
of any such appeal is to be given to the Director of Public 
Prosecutions in manner and time directed by rules of court (<), and, 
subject to such rules, within three days after the appeal is brought (u). 
It is not the duty of the Director of Public Prosecutions to see that 
a case is made out against the appellant, but it may be his duty to see 
that the case is fairly brought within the cognisance of the court (v). 

If it should appear to the Lord Chancellor that such appeals are 
interfering, or are likely to interfere, with the ordinary husiness of 
any courts of oyer and terminer or gaol delivery, he may direct the 
appeals, or any of them, to be heard by the judges for the time being 
on the rota for election petitions. In such event one of these 
judges is to proceed to the county or place where the ollences are 
alleged to have been committed, and is there to hear and determine 
the appeals in the same manner as if he were a court of oyer and 
terminer (w), 

913. Every report which the commissioners make to the Crown 
is to be laid before Parliament within one calendar month next 
after the report is made, if Parliament is then sitting, or, if Parlia- 
ment is not then sitting, within one calendar month next after the 
next meeting of Parliament (x). 


fs) Caldicott V. Commissioners for C<yrrupt Praducs (1907), 21 Cox, C. C. 401. 

h) So far no rules have been made. 

(w) Corrupt and Illegal Piactices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 61), 
B. 38 (2). 

(i») Caldicott V. Commissioners for Corrupt PracticeSy supra^ per lilGllAM, J., 
nt p. 408. In that case the comm ission era woio not rej>resentcd, but the 
Director of Public Prosecutions was represented. On the appeal coining on for 
hearing his repiesentative was asked by the court to put in and read the leport 
of the commissioners, and the evidouco given by and against the aj)pellant 
before them. lie also called the witnesses who had given the evidence, and the 
appellant cross-examined them. Leave was given to the appellant to call any 
evidence in chief that he desired. 

{w) Corrupt and Illegal IVactices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 &47 Viet. c. 61), 
B. 3S (3). 

(a) Election Commissioners Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 67), s. 7. On account 
of reports of election commissioners ap])ointed in 1869 in consequence of the 
reports by the election court which had tried the petitions in respect of the boroughs 
of Bridgewater and Beveiloy in that year, the commissionors having in each case 
inquired into elections previous to those to which the petitions i elated, these 
boroughs were, in 1870, by Act of Parliament (stat. (1870) 33 & 34 Vict. c. 21) 
disfranchised. Similarly, in the same year, the boroughs of Sligo and Cashel 
were by Act of Parliament (stat. (1870) 33 & 34 Vict. c. 38) disfranchised. In 
consequence of the report of election commissioners that corrupt practices had 
extensively prevailed at an election for the city of Norwich held in 1875 it was 
enacted by the Norwich and Boston Corru]»t Voters Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Vict. c. 72), 
that the writ for Norwich should be suspended, and that there should be no 
election of a member or members for that city till after the end of the then 
Pailiaincnt. In consequence of reports by election commissioners, in most 
cases dealing specifically with elections previous to that as to which the judge 
had, on the trial of the election petition, reported, the writ was suspended for 
Boston, Canterbury, Chester, Gloucester, Macclesfield, Oxford, and Sandwich, 
till seven days after the meeting of Parliament in the following year (Corrupt 
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914. Every perKon who is repoi ted by election commissioners to 
have been guilty of any corrupt or illegal practice at an election, 
whether he lias or has not obtained a certificate of indemnity, 
becomes subject to the same incapacity (a) to which he would be 
subject if he had at the date of such election been convicted of the 
offence of which he is reported to have been guilty (h), 

A report of any election commissioners inquiring into an election 
for a county or borough does not avoid the election of any candi- 
date who has been declared by an election court, on the trial of a 
petition respecting such election, to have been duly elected at such 
election, nor does it render him incapable of sitting in the House 
of Commons for the said county or borough during the parliament 
for which he was elected (^). 

If a justice of the peace, a barrister, a solicitor, or a person 
belonging to any profession the admission to which is regulated by 
law, is reported by election commissioners to have been guilty of 
any corrupt practice, or if a licensed person is reported by them to 
have knowingly suffered any bribery or treating, in relation to an 
election, to take place upon his licensed premises, it is the duty of 
the Director of Public Prosecutions to take such action upon such 
matters respectively as if the same had been reported by an election 
court (d). For this purpose the commissioners are to report the 
case to the Director of Public Prosecutions, together with such 
information as is necessary or proper to enable him to take such 
action (e), 

915. The provisions as to the removal of an incapacity resulting 
from a report by election commissioners, based upon evidence which 
subsequently proves to have been perjured, are the same as in the 
like case with relation to a report made by a court trying a 
parliamentary election petition (/). 

916. The commissioners have power to award to witnesses ^Ybo 
have been summoned to appear l>efore them a reasonable sum for 
their travelling expenses, and, also, a reasonable sum for their 
maintenance according to a scale determined and approved by the 
Treasury. The commissioners are to certify to the Treasury the 
names of these witnesses, together with the sums allowed to each of 
them, and the commissioners are to pay such sums to the witnesses 
out of the moneys provided by Parliament for the purposes of the 
commission (g). 
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Practices (Suspension of Elections) Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 42}), which period 
was extended by the Corrupt Practices (Suspension of Elections) Act, 1882 
(45 & 46 Viet, c, 68), to seven days after the meeting of Pailiament in the then 
lollowing year. 

(a) As to what such incapacity is, see p. 483, post. 

(b) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
B. 38 (5). 

(c) Ibid. 

(d) Ibtd., 8. 38 (6), (7), (8) (b). See p. 485, post. 

(e) Ibid., 8 . 38 (9). 

f/) Tbid., 8 . 46. See p. 489, 

Q) Election Commissioners Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 57), s. 14. 
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917. The commissioners have the same protection and privileges 
in case of any action being brought against them for any act or 
omission in the execution of their duty as is accorded to justices 
acting in execution of tlieir office (/i). 

Sub-Sect. S,— Costa, 

918. All the costs of a petition or incidental to it, or of any proceed- 
ings in connection with it, excepting those specifically provided for by 
the Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868, as amended by the Corrupt 
and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883, are to be borne by the 
parties, in such manner and proportion as the court or the judges 
may determine. In making an order as to costs regard is to be 
had to the disallowance of any costs which, in the opinion of the 
court or judges, may have been caused by vexatious conduct, 
unfounded allegations, or unfounded objections, as, also, to the 
discouragement of any unnecessary expense, by causing the same to 
be borne by the party responsible for it whether such party be, on 
the whole, successful or not («). 

919. The general rule is that costs follow the event (/c), but the 
court has a discretion, and the rule may be displaced by special 
circumstances (/) in \^hich the court may make a special order (m). 

There are many grounds of departure from the general rule, 
such as failure of the party upon the case mainly and primarily 
relied on, though ho gains his object (n) ; or failure of a party upon 
an important charge against the other party, though he gains his 
object (o) ; or divided success on main issues (?>) ; or abandonment 
of a main issue by either side (q) ; or failure by a party upon some 
of the charges alleged by him (?•) ; or his success upon some charge 
or charges though he fails on the main issue (s) ; or disagreement 


Ui) Election Oommiasioners Act, 1852 (15 & 10 Vict. c. 57), s. 10. 

(t) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1808 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 125), s. 41. 

{/c) Louth County Coae (1880), 3 O’M. & II. 101, 177; Oxford Borough Case 
(1880), ibid., 157. 

(/) Carrichfergus Borough Case (1809), 1 O'M. & II. 264, 208, 2G9, fcr 
O’Brien, J. 

(m) Stroud Borough Case (1874), 3 O’M. & II. 7, fcr PiGott, B., p. 12. 

(/i) Plymouth Borough Case (1880), 3 O’M. & II. 107, 112, where the court 
made no order; Southampton Borough Case (1895), 6 O’M. & II. 17, 24, 25, 
where, the election being avoided on the ground of an illegal payment, the 
petition failing on all other charges, the petitioners were allowed only such 
costs as would have l>een incurred if the petition had been presented alone on 
the issue of that illegal payment, and the respondent was awarded the rest of 
the costs, with one exception, as to which see note (/) on p. 474, post, 

(o) Sandwich Borough Case (1880), 3 O’M. & II. 158, 160, where, moreover, 
offences by the successful paity having been proved, the couit made no order. 

(p) Stafford Borough Case (1809), 1 O’M. & II. 228, per Blackhurn, J., at 
p. 234. In that case there weie two petitions, but the court, as it stated, ticatcd 
them as one, 

(g) Horsham Borough Case (1870), 3 O’M. & II. 52, 56, where, the prayer for 
the seat and tlie recriminatory case respectively being abandoned, no order 
was made as to costs on these issues; Cravesfrid Borough Case (1880), 3 O’M. 
&H. 81, 82, 83, 84. 

(r) Stroud Borough Case^ swpra, where the successful party was allowed no 
costs on such charges; Lichfidd Borough Case (1880), 3 O’M. & II. 136, 139, 
140. 

(s) Bolton Case (1874), 2 O’M. & 11. 138, 161 ; Thornhury Division Casc(188G), 
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of the judges upon a main issue (0 ; or disagreement upon some of 
the charges alleged (a) ; or the fact that, though the petition fails, 
the court is of opinion that an inquiry was called for (&), or that it 
has been occasioned by the conduct of the opposite party (c ) ; or, if 
there be a scrutiny, the fact that the party who has asked it, 
though he has not succeeded in establishing a majority of lawful 
votes, has reduced the number of the votes of the opposite party to 
an equality (d ) ; or that, considering the small majority of votes 
polled proportionately to the number of voters, the prayer for a 
scrutiny was reasonable (e) ; or the fact that a party has made 
charges recklessly (/); or that his particulars are oppressive (/y), 
or unnecessarily voluminous (h ) ; or that he has not attempted (i), 
or has failed (k), to substantiate them ; or that the conduct of a 


4 O’M. & H. 65, 69, where a successful respondent was awarded no costs as 
to a charge of rioting and intimidation alleged in the petition, of which though 
there was not enough evidence to avoid the election, there was, in the opinion 
of the court, enough evidence to justify its being brought before the couit. 

S Down County Case (1880), 3 O’M. & H. 115, 129. 

) Haggeraton Division Case (1896), 6 O’M. & H. 68, 88, where 1 he respondent 
was awarded costs except on those issues as to which the judges differed, though 
they had differed on one issue which went to the validitv of the election. 

(5) Westminster Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & U. 89, 96; Guildford 
Borough Case (1869), ibtd.y 13, 15; Warrington Borough Case (1869), ibid., 
42, 44; Coventry Borough Case (1869), ibid., 97, 111 (in each of which cases 
no order was made) ; /Sfppwey Case (1886), 4 O’M. & H. 34, 58, where, 
though the petitioner failed, the scrutiny showing that 200 persons had voted 
who had no right to vote, no costs were allowed ; Salisbury Borough Case 
(1886), 4 O’M. & H. 21, 29, 30; Islington Borough West JHvuion Case (1901), 
5 O’M. & II. 129, 132, where, on a certain part of the case which, in the opinion 
of the court, it was fair to investigate, no order was made; Bodmin Division 
Case (1906), 5 O’M. & H. 235, where the petitioners were awarded costs on 
charges wnich, in the opinion of the court, they were justified in bringing 
forward, even though the judges disagreed on these charges. 

(c) Buckrose Division Case (1886), 4 O’M. & H. 110, 119, whore a recriminatory 
case was founded principally on charges of omissions by the petitioner in his 
return of election expenses, which were admitted. Though the court granted 
the petitioner relief, he was ordei ed to pay the costs of the recriminatory case. 

(d) Cirencester Division Case (1893), 4 O’M. & H. 194, 199; but see Oldham 
Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 151, 166. 

(c) West Riding Southern Division Case (1869), 1 O’M. & IE. 213, per 
Martin, B., at p. 216. 

(/) Youghal Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 291, per O’Brien, J., at 
pp. 295, 299, where the successful petitioner was, on this ground, not awarded 
the general costs ; Pontefract Borough Case (1893), 4 O’M. & H. 200, 201, 202. 
((7) Norwich Borough Case (1886), 4 O’M. & II. 84, 91. 

(h) Ibid., at p. 92. 

(i) Lichfield Borough Case (1880), 3 O’M. & II. 136, 140, whore the respondent 
was awarded the costs of such charges; Chester Borough Case (1880), 3 O’M. & H. 
148, 149 ; Carrickfergus Borough Case (1880), ibid., 90, 93, where the successful 
respondent was awarded no costs except on these charges, contained in particu- 
lars recklessly prepared by the petitioner, which the petitioner had not attempted 
to prove ; Canterbury Borough Case (1880), ibid., 101, 105, where the successful 
petitioner was awarded no costs on personal charges against the respondent, 
which he had withdrawn at the hearing; Ipswich Borough Case (1886), 4 O’M. 
& H. 70, 75 ; Bodmin Division Case (1906), 6 O’M. & H. 225, 235. 

(A) Bewdley Borough Case (1880), 3 O’M. & H. 145, 147, where the petitioner 
was ordered to pay the costs of charges of treating, which he had failed to estab- 
lish, but was awarded the costs of the charges of bribery, two of which he had 
proved; Berwick-upon-Tweed Borough Case (1880), ibid., 178, 183, where the 
^.L.— 2tll. T 
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Elections. 

party with regard to the election has been blamable { 1 ) ; or that 
the petitioners are people of no means, against whom, if defeated, 
no costs, beyond those covered by the statutory security, could have 
been recovered ( 771 ) ; for such and other analogous reasons the 
court, in its discretion, will depart from the ordinary rule of costs 
following the event, and will award the bulk of the costs to a party 
who has failed on a main issue, or make no order as to costs, or 
apportion the costs, as to the court seems fit. 

Where grounds for making some special order as to costs are 
afforded by the conduct of one of the parties the court may still, if 
dissatisfied with the conduct of the opposite party, decline to depart 
from the ordinary rule (ti). 

920. Where the judges disagree as to the awarding of costs, no 
order is made as to them ( 0 ). But where the judges, though disagree- 
ing on the issue as to the election being avoided or not, do not 
disagree as to all the charges made in the petition, they may award 
costs to the respondent on those charges on which they agree, 
making no order as to the others (p). 

921. If upon the trial of a petition it appears to the election 
court that it has not been proved that a corrupt practice has been 


respondent, though successful on the scrutiny, which was the prayer of the 
petition, was awarded only two-thirds of the costs on the ^ound that several of 
the charges laised by him in his objections had entirely failed ; Ipswich Borough 
Case (1886), 4 O’M. & H. 70, 75; Meath Southern Division Case (1892), ihid,^ 
130, 142, where the seat was avoided on the ground of undue influence, but the 
1 chpondont was awarded the costs of charges of bribery and corruption, which 
tho petitioner had failed to prove; Rochester Borough Case (1892), ihid.y 156, 
161 ; Meath Northern Division Case (1892), xhid.y 185, 193. 

(/) Carrkhfcrgus Borough Case (1880), 3 O’M. & H. 90, 93, following Car- 
r\chfergii8 Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 264, 268, 269, and not following 
the Limerick Borough (7a6e(1869), 1 OM. & H. 260, 263, where Fitzgerald, 13., 
stated that, according to parliamentary practice, unless the petition is hold to be 
frivolous and vexatious, the petitioner cannot be ordered to pay the costs of it ; 
JVtiidsor Borough Case (1874), 2 O’M. & H. 88, 93, whore the successful respon- 
dent was awarded no costs ; Dudley Borough Case (1874), ihid.^ 113, 122, where 
neither party was awarded any costs, on the ground that there had been blamable 
conduct on either side; Londonderry Borough Case (1869), 1 O’M. & H. 274, 
279, 280, where, on a scrutiny, time was spent in establishing the employment 
of certain voters by the respondent, he was disallowed the costs of the time so 
spent; Southampton Borough Case (1895), 5 O’M. & U. 17, 24, where, in 
awarding costs to an unsuccessful respondent, the court excepted costs of evidence 
touching an indiscreet speech which respondent had made. 

(m) Poole Borough Case (1874), 2 O’M. & H. 123, 127, 128; Stepney Borough 
Case (1886), 4 O’M. & H. 184 ; but see Yellow v. Mer^ith (1903), 67 J. P. Ill 
(a municipal election petition), where the respondent was ordered to pay the 
costs, though it was proved that the petitioners had not found any of the security, 
but it was not proved that they had not the means of paying the costs of the 
petition. Compare Be Long Sutton School Board Election PeUtwn (1898), 62 J. P. 
566. 

(n) Evesham Borough Case (1880), 3 O’M. & H. 192, per Grove, J., at p. 195. 

( 0 ) Great Yarmouth Borough Case (1906), 5 O’M. & H. 176, 199. In Down 

County Case (1880), 3 O’M. & H. 115, 129, where the judges disagreed as to 
avoidance of the election, they declined, on that ^ound, to make any order as 
to costs [Ipswich Borough Case (1886), 4 O’M. & H. 70, per Denman, J , at 
p. 75). 

(p) Hugger ston Division Case (1896), 6 O’M. & H. 68,88, ioMovnxxg Montgomery 
Boroughs Case (1892), 4 O’M. & H. 167, 170. 



Paut VI. — Petitions. 


475 


committed, in reference to the election in question, by or with the 
knowledge and consent of the respondent, and that the respondent 
took all reasonable means to prevent corrupt practices being com- 
mitted on his behalf, the court may make one or more of the 
following orders with respect to the payment of the whole of the 
costs of the petition or of such part of the costs as the court may 
think fit : — 

(1) If it appears to the court that corrupt practices have exten- 
sively prevailed in reference to such election, the court may order 
the whole or part of the costs to be paid by the county or borough. 

(2) If it appears to the court that any person or persons is or 
are proved, whether by providing money or otherwise, to have been 
extensively engaged in corrupt practices, or to have encouraged or 
promoted extensive corrupt practices, in reference to such election, 
the court may, after giving such person or persons an opportunity 
of being heard by counsel or solicitor and examining and cross- 
examining witnesses to show cause why the order should not be made, 
order the whole or part of the costs to be paid by such person or 
persons or any of them, and may order that, if the costs cannot be 
recovered from one or more of such persons, they shall be paid by 
some other of such persons or by either of the parties to the 
petition (q). 

Where any person appears to the court to have been guilty of the 
offence of a corrupt or illegal practice the court may, after giving 
such person an opportunity of making a statement to show why the 
order should not be made, order the whole or any part of the costs 
of or incidental to any proceeding before the court in relation to 
such offence or to such person to be paid by such person (?•). 

922. The costs incurred by the Director of Public Prosecutions 
on the trial of an election petition («), including the remuneration 
of his representative, are, in the first instance, to be paid by the 
Treasury, and, except in so far as in the case of any prosecution 
they are paid by the defendant, they are to be treated as expenses 
of the election court. But if, for any reasonable cause, the court 
thinks it just to do so, it shall order all or part of such costs to be 
repaid to the Treasury by the parties, or such of the parties, to the 
petition, as the court may direct (t). 


( 7 ) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
8 . 44 (1). 

(r) Ibid.f 8 . 44 ( 2 ). The costs of publication of any matter required to be 
published by the returning officer are to be paid by the petitioner or person 
moving in the matter, and are to form part of the general costs of the petition 
(Election Petition Rules, r. 12). 

(fl) See p. 442, ante, 

(t) Oormpt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 61), 
8. 43 (8). As a rule the court will refuse to make an order for payment 
by a party to the petition of the coste of the Director of Public Prosecutions, 
though application for such an oilier is generally made. In Norwich Boroiigh 
Case (1886), 4 O’M. & H. 84, 91, 92, the judges (Denman and Cave, Jj.) 
Btated that the court will not make an order for the payment of the costs of the 
Director of Public Prosecutions by a petitioner, unless a strong case of miscon- 
duct be made out, even though the court considered his case to be so terribly 
overloaded with charges which he failed to prove that, though successful, ho was 
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923. As to the costs of a returning officer who has been made a 
respondent to a petition, the general practice is that the court 
exercises its discretion according to the nature of the cause of his 
having been made a respondent. He has no general immunity 
from liability to pay costs occasioned by his negligence in connection 
with an election (a). Where the petition complains of an irregularity 
on the part of a returning officer he may be ordered to pay the costs 
occasioned by such irregularity even though there may not have 
been any actual misconduct on his part (b), and in like manner he 
may be held liable in costs for the conduct of his deputy (c). But 
though irregularity affecting the result of the election may be 
proved against the returning officer by the petition, if he has not 
been made a party to the petition the court cannot order him to 
pay the costs of the petition (d). 

The court may exercise its discretion in such cases by leaving the 
returning officer to bear his own costs (e), 

9^. Where a candidate applies to the High Court or to an 
election court for relief from the consequences of an act or omission 
which, but for special circumstances, would constitute an illegal 


not awarded costs. But soe Worcester Boromjh Case (1892), ihid.y 153, 155, 
where the court made such an order against the petitioner, stating that 
the petition and particulars contained many charges which, if proved, would 
have justified the Director of Public Prosecutions in taking steps. Inasmuch 
as very many, if not most, petitions contain such charges, and inasmuch 
as the Director of Public Prosecutions is, in any case, obliged to attend 
the trial, it is submitted that to order an unsuccessful petitioner to pay 
his costs merely on such grounds, unless the charges are without reasonable 
foundation, is contiary to the more usual practice of the court, which 
is to refuse such an order. But where a petition is brought without 
foundation the court may think it right to make the order {Kennington 
Division Case (1886), ihd., 93, 95). Where, also, an election is declared 
void on the ground of bribery by an agent and the court are of opinion that, 
though there has not been mula /ides on the i)art of tho respondent, there has 
been much carelessness, bringing about the result which has caused the 
election to be avoided, and the court have derived valuable assistance from the 
attendance of the Director of Public Prosecutions, it may think it right to make 
an order for the payment of his costs by the respondent, on the ground that 
the respondent has occasioned them {Hexham Division Case (1892), ihid.y 143, 
152). 

(a) Wilson v. Ingham (1895), 64 L. J. (q. b.) 775, per Day, J. Weight, J., 
the other member of the Divisional Court which decided the case, wished to 
express no opinion as to the class of cases or kind of misconduct for which a 
returning officer might be liable in costs. Compare Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 
Yict. c. 33), 8. 11. 

(5) Rti Ennis Election Petitiony [1900] 2 I. R. 384 ; Islington Borough West 
Div%si(m Case (1901), 5 O’M. & H. 120, 132—134. 

(c) Islington {Borough) West Division Casey sujtra. 

(a) Be Long Sutton School Board Election Petition (1898), 62 J. P. 565, per 
Wright, J., at p. 566. 

(c) Davies v. Kensington {Lord) (1874), L. R. 9 C. P. 720, following Ilachney 
Borough Case (1874), 2 O’M. & H. 77, 87; Re Athlone Borough Election 
Petition (1874), 8 I. R. 0. L. 240 ; Drogheda Borough Case (1874), 2 
O’M. & H. 201, 211 ; Wigtown District Burgh Case (1874), ihid.y 216, 230, 
231 ; Glare Eastern Division Case (1892), 4 O’M. & H 162, 166, t.c., under 
p. 23 or p. 34 of the Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 
A let. c. 51). 
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practice, or of a failure to comply with the law as to the return 
of election expenses (/), he must bear the costs of the relief 
so obtained (g), and if the application is opposed it is the practice 
to order the applicant to pay the costs of the opposition (h). 

926. The discretion of the election court in dealing with costs is 
absolute and cannot be interfered with after it has been exercised (t). 

926. The principles of the rules and regulations of the 
Supreme Court with regard to costs inactions, causes, and matters 
in that Court, and, as far as practicable, the rules and regulations 
themselves, apply to the costs of election petitions and other 
proceedings under the Parliamentary Elections Act, 18G8 {j), and 
the Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (/c). 

927. The reasonable expenses incurred by any person in appear- 
ing to give evidence at the trial may be allowed him, according 
to the scale allowed to witnesses on the trial of civil actions at the 


(/) See p. 33o, ante, 

(r/) Stepney Doi'ouyh Case (1892), 4 O’M. & H. 178, per Cave, J., at p. 183. If 
a respondent delays his application for such relief until the case has been 
fought out, and he does not give any notice of his intention to apply for it 
and thereby enable the petitioner to reconsider his position with regard to such 
charges, he may have to bear the costs entailed by the trial of such charges, 
though he obtains such relief and succeeds on the petition (tiid., at pp. 183, 
184). 

(A) Ex parte Ilidcliinson (1888), 5 T. L. K. 136; Ex parte Darlington (1889), 
f7>ic?., 183 ; Ex parte Fenwick (1889), lAid., 221. Where the case is important in 
the public interest, the cost of such opposition, if it is of assistance to the 
court, ought to be allowed even though it be made not by way of really active 
opposition {Ex parte Kyd^ Times ^ 22nd December, 1897). See also Ex parte 
OakCf Times ^ 10th August, 1904. 

(t) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 41 ; Lovering 
V. Dawson (No. 2) (1875), L. E. 10 C. P. 726 (a municipal case). 

{i) 31 & 32 Viet. c. 125. 

(k) 46 & 47 Vict. c. 51, s. 44 (3). The section goes on to sav that the taxing 
master is not to allow any such costs, charges, or expenses on a higher scale than 
that which would be iillowed in any action, cause, or matter in the High Ooui’t 
on the higher scale as between solicitor and client. But it would seem that now 
by virtue of E. S. C., Ord. 65, r. 27 (29), the master is no longer so restricted (see 
Mclver Co.^ Ltd. v. Tate Steamers, Ltd., [1902] 2 K. B. 184, 0. A. ; lie Ermen, 
Tatham v. Ermen, [1903] 2 Ch. 156; Cavendish v. Strutt, [1904] 1 Ch. 624; 
Be Burroughs, Wellcome Go's Trade Maries (1904), 22 E. P. 0. 164). In a 
municipal case, Shrewsbury (1903), Eogers on Elections, Vol. IH., 18th ed., 
p. 871 , these decisions were followed by Bxjcknill, J. The court seldom makes 
an order for costs on the higher scale. The order was made in the Kennington 
Division Case (1886), 4 O’M. & II. 93, 95, where the court considered the petition 
to be unfounded and the court thought that the respondent ought to have a 
full indemnity. In Hexham Division Case (1892), thid., 143, 151, Cave, J., 
stated that the court had been informed that the dilference between the scales 
amounted to only 1 per cent. 

Where the master on taxation allowed a lump sum under the heading of 
“ instructions for brief,” a judge at chambers, on petitioner’s application, sent it 
back to him to be reviewed. On such review, upon an affidavit by respondent’s 
solicitor that he had employed six persons over a period of six days in collecting 
evidence, the master refused to alter the sum of £200, considering it a proper 
one. It was held by the court that the master on such review had not ^owed 
a lump sum without going into the items, inasmuch as he had cpefully 
oonsideied how the sum was made up, and that he had properly exercised his 
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assizes, by n ccrUficate of the election court or of the prescribed 
officer (1). 

The expenses of witnesses which the court allows are to be 
ascertained and certified by the registrar, or, if he should become 
incapacitated, by the election court {m). 

The expenses of witnesses called and examined by the court are 
to form part of the expenses of providing a court (;i). 

928. Costs are taxed by the master, or, at his request, by 
any master of the Supreme Court, in the same manner as the costs 
of an ordinary action. To obtain payment of them out of the 
money deposited as security, the order under w'hich they are 
payable must be indorsed by the Lord Chief Justice (o). 

The registrar’s certificate is not conclusive as between the parties, 
but is, as regards the general costs of the petition, subject to the 
taxation of the master, who is to exercise his discretion as to the 
expenses to be allowed (p). 

The office fees payable for inspection, office copies, enrolment, 
and other proceedings are the same as those, if any, payable for 


discretion {Fleming v. Cave {Barnstaple Election Petition) (1876), 32 L. T. 160). 
It is not necessary that tho master should sot out items ; it is only necessary 
that he should go through thorn {ibid., per Lord Coleridge, C.J.). See also 
Tamworth, Penrpn and Falmouth , and Southampton Election Petitions (1870), 22 
L. T. 98 ; Normch Election Petition (1870), ibid,y 101. 

(0 Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 126), s. 34. “Pro- 
scribed officer” are the words of the section. Hitherto, when used in the Act, 
they have always been, in this work, translated as “ master,” in accordance with 
B. 27, which says that the duties to be poiformed by the prescribed officer under 
the Act aro to be perfoimed by such one or more of the masters as may bo 
appointed in the manner therein provided (see p. 410, ante). By s. 3 of the 
Act “prescribed” means proscribed by the rules of court. The rule of coui-t 
puiporting to deal with the subject-matter of s. 34 appears to be r. 73, 
which was substituted for the old r. 40. Tlie rule, it will be observed, makes 
certain provisions for tho ceitifying of expenses by the registrar; it 
makes no reference to the master. The words “prescribed officer” in 
the section appear, therefore, to point mther to the registrar than to the 
master. 

(m) Election Petition Rules, r. 73. 

(r/) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 126), s. 34. 

(o) Ihid.y 8. 41 ; Election Petition Rules, r. 65. 

(//) McLaren y. Home (1881), 7 Q. B. D. 477. The registrar certifies the 
expenses to which a witness is entitled, which expenses are primarily payable 
by the party at whose instance he has attended, but they are not, necessarily, 
part of the costs properly payable by the other side under an order by the court 
for pajTnent of costs (see 2 >er Lord Coleridge, O.J., Field, J., concurring, in 
McLaren v. HomCy supra). It is submitted that for the purposes of the certificate 
by tho reeistrai’, r. 73, suproy comprises those witnesses whose expenses have not 
been disallowed by the court, who have properly attended, at the instance of a 
party, though it may turn out unnecessary actually to call them, and that the 
question as to whether their expenses are properly payable by the party ordered 
to pay the costs is to be decided by the master on taxation. It wiU be observed 
that the words of s. 34 of the Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 
Viet. c. 126), are “ex^nses incurred by any person in appearing tc 
give evidence at the trial,” which words, it is submitted, must include the 
expenses of persons who have been summoned as witnesses but have not been 
called ; otherwise, there would not be any power, even in the court, to allow the 
expenses of such persons, seeing that this is the section which purports to pro- 
vide the means tor the allcwanoe of the expenses of persons attending os 
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like proceedings in the King’s Bench Division of the High 
Court (q). 

The order of the master for payment of costs has the same force 
as an order made by a judge, and it maybe enforced in like manner 
as a judge’s order (r). 

929 . All claims at law or in equity to money deposited or to be 
deposited in the Bank of England for payment of costs, charge 
and expenses payable by petitioners are disposed of by the High 
Court or by a judge (s). Money so deposited, when no longer 
needed for securing payment of such costs, charges, and expenses, 
is to be returned, or otherwise disposed of, as justice may require, 
by a rule of the High Court or order of a judge (t). 


witnesses; see Trench v. AbZan(1873), 7 1. R. 0. L. 44o,per Keoou, J., atpp. 451, 
452, and^jcr Moreis, J., at p. 459. The old r. 40, which was in force when that 
case was decided, was as follows: ‘‘The reasonable costs of any witness shdl be 
ascertained by the registrar of the court and the certificate allowing them shall 
bo under his hand.” This rule was revoked in 1875, and the present r. 73 
was substituted for it. S. 34, it will be observed, says that the expenses 
may be allowed by a certificate under the hand of the judge or the pre- 
scribed officer, and r. 40 said that a certificate allowing the expenses should 
be under the hand of the registrar, such latter certificate to be the one 
which is mentioned, in the section, as to be given under the hand of the 
judge or of the prescribed officer; see Trench v. Nolaiiy $upra» R. 73 would 
seem to divide the allowance of witnesses’ expenses and the certifying for them, 
leaving the latter function to the registrar when the allowance has been made 
by the court. But it is submitted that the allowance of them is implied 
in the ordinary allowance of costs made by the court, unless the court should 
make any express mention as to the expenses of any witness, the reasonable- 
ness of the attendance of any witness being, it is submitted, left to the discre- 
tion of the registrar to ascertain, just as the reasonableness of the expenses of 
the attendance of the witness is loft to him to ascertain. In this connection, 
the concluding words of s. 34, enacting that such expenses are to be deemed 
costs of the petition, may be observed. If the allowance of the expenses of 
witnesses is not to be implied from such general order as to costs by the court or 
from the fact that there is no direction from the court disallowing their expenses, 
seeing that s. 34 has been interpreted {McLaren v. //owe (1881), 7 Q. B. B. 477) as 
a provision to enable witnesses to recover their expenses from the party calling 
them, it would follow, it is submitted, that, in order to bo assured of the 
payment of their expenses, the witnesses, or someone on their behalf, shoul I 
make an application to the court for the allowance of them ; compare Ilarwu h 
Borough Case (1880), 3 O’M. & H. 61, per Ltjsh, J., at p. 71. It will be, how- 
ever, a safer course in cases where, for any reason, witnesses who have been 
summoned, have not been called, that the party seeking the costs of the trial 
shall make application to the court to allow the expenses of such witnesses. 
Either rule, the old r. 40 or the present r. 73, appears to constitute some 
variance from the words of s. 34. It will be observed that s. 34 gives the power 
of allowing the expenses of witnes<?es by certificate to the court or to the pre- 
scribed officer alternatively; accordingly, it is submitted, unless there is an 
order by the court, express or implied, disallowing the expenses of any witness, 
the prescribed officer has an onginal power of dealing with such expenses ; 
see Trench v. Nolany supra. In the last-named case it was also held that the 
judge who had tried the petition, in respect of which the question as to 
the expenses of witnesses arose, still had the power of dealing with these 
expenses, though he was no longer on the rota. 

i y) Election Petition Rules, r. 56. 
r) r. 29. 

8) Ihid.y T, 63. 

t) Ibid.f r. 64. Where the election court were asked by a suceeBslul 
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Such rule or order may be made after such notice of intention to 
apply, and such proof that all just claims have been satisfied or 
otherwise sufficiently provided for as the court or judge may 
require (a). 

The rule or order may direct payment either to the party in whose 
name the money is deposited or to any person entitled to receive 
ii(b), and, upon such rule or order being made, the amount may be 
drawn for by the Lord Chief Justice (c), whose draft is, in all cases, 
a sufficient warrant to the Bank of England for all payments made 
thereunder (d). 

When the petition is finally concluded by the judgment of the 
election court and the giving of the certificate under their hands (e), 
if the court have, also, by the same time given their decision as to 
costs, the right of the party or parties to whom such costs are 
awarded becomes vested, and the right to have such costs taxed 
will not be affected by any event happening, after such conclusion 
of the petition, which, if it had happened earlier, might have caused 
the petition to abate or drop {/). 

930. If a petitioner neglect or refuse for the space of six months 
after demand to pay to any person summoned as a witness on his 
behalf, or to the respondent, any sum certified to be due to him for 
his costs, charges, and expenses, and if such neglect or refusal be, 
within one year after such demand, proved to the satisfaction of 
the court of elections (y), every person who has entered into a 
recognisance, relating to the petition is to be held to have made 
default in his recognisance. The master is thereupon to certify the 
recognisance to be forfeited, and it is to be dealt with accordingly {h). 


respondent, to whom they had awarded costs, for an order for the payment out 
to him of the security deposited in court to cover his costs, they refused to make 
the order, though they declared him to be entitled to have the money retained 
in court as security for his costs, and they gave him liberty to apply after 
the costs should have been taxed {Lancaster Division Case (1896), 5 O’ll. & H. 
39, 52). 

(a) Election Petition Rules, r. 65. As part of the proof of the satisfaction of 
all claims, the practice is to file an affidavit stating that any costs of publication 
incurred under r. 12 (see p. 475, ante) have been satisfied. 

(h) Jbid.f r. 60. 

(c) Ibtd.f r. 67. 

{d) 1 hid., r. 68. 

fc) See pp. 462, 463, ante. 

(/) Election Petition Rules, r. 68; Marshall v. James (1871), L. R. 0 0. P. 
702. The disposal of the costs is merely ancillary to the determination by the 
court of the issue or issues raised by the petition, and, most probably, even if the 
court, on giving the judgment and certificate on such issue or issues, had 
reserved the question of costs they would still have jurisdiction to make a 
valid order thereon, notwithstanding the happening of such an event as is 
referred to immediately after they had given their certificate (per Lord 
CoLEBiDGE, C.J., at pp. 714, 715; per Brett, J., at pp. 717, 718 ; and per 
Grove, J., at pp. 718, 719). See also Pailiamentary Elections Act, 1868 
(31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 41. 

{g) The term “ court of elections,” which is used in the section, appears not to 
be defined anywhere. 

{h) Parliamentary Elections Act, 1808 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 125), s. 42. As to the 
manner in which forfeited recognisances are dealt with, see Levy of Pipes 
Act, 1822 (3 Geo. 4 , c. 46). 
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931. The expenses of a commission appointed to inquire into 
the existence of corrupt practices at any parliamentary election or 
elections in a county or borough (i) are paid, in the first instance, 
by the Treasury and are repayable by such county or borough 
respectively upon the requisition of the Commissioners of the 
Treasury, which requisition is conclusive evidence of the amount 
stated therein and of the payment thereof by the Treasury (j). 
The Commissioners of the Treasury are to forward their requisition 
to the treasurer of the county, in the case of a county, and to the 
town clerk, in the case of a city or borough, and they are to require 
such county treasurer or town clerk, as the case may be, to repay to 
them within one year the sum named in the requisition, and it is 
the duty of such county treasurer or town clerk, as the case may be, 
to comply with the requisition (/c). 

In the case of a county the treasurer is to pay the amount 
required out of the public funds of the county in exactly the same 
manner as expenses under the Parliamentary Voters liegistration 
Act, 1843, are payable (Z). 

In the case of a city or borough the requisition is to be laid before 
the local authority of such city or borough, and the local authority 
is to certify to the town clerk the sum which is to be paid by each 
of the parishes or townships within the city or borough as the 
contribution of such parish or township towards the amount stated 
in the requisition (w). Thereupon, the overseers of every such 
parish or township are, out of the first moneys to be collected for 
the relief of the poor, to pay to the town clerk the sum directed in 
the certificate of the local authority to be the contribution of such 
parish or township, and the town clerk is, by means of such 
contributions, to pay the amount required to be paid to the 
Commissioners of the Treasury («). 

932. If, in the case of any city or borough, there is any parish 
which happens to be situate partly within and partly without the 
parliamentary boundary (o) of such city or borough, for the purposes 
of any such contribution, that part of the parish which is situate 
within such boundary is to he liable to such contribution exclusively 
of the other part of the parish, and it is to be deemed to be a parish 
by itself and the overseers of the whole parish are to be deemed to 
be, also, the overseers of the part so declared to be a parish by 
itself ( p). 

For the purpose of raising any such contribution in any place so 
declared to be a parish by itself a separate rate is to be assessed. 


(i) See p. 463, ante. 

( /) Oonupt Practices Commission Expenses Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 21), s. 2. 
(k) Ibid., B. 3 (1), (2). 

(Z) Ibid., 8. 3 (3) ; see p. 240, ante, 
im) Ibid., B. 3 (4). 
m) Ibid. 

{o) Parliamentary boundary means the boundai^ of a city or borough as fixed 
for file purpose of me election of members to serve in Parliament for such city 
or borough (Election Commissioners Expenses Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 61), 
8 . 6 ), 

Cp) Election Commissioners Expenses Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 61), s. 3. 
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made, allowed, published, collected, and levied in the same manner 
as the poor rate, and the overseers are in relation to such separate 
rate to have the same powers, privileges, and protections, and to bo 
subject to the same obligations as prevail in relation to a poor rate, 
and they are by means of such separate rate to collect the sum 
directed by the certificate to be paid to the town clerk as the contri- 
bution of such parish, together with such additional sum as the 
overseers may estimate to be necessary to provide for the expenses 
of assessing, making, allowing, publishing, levy ing and collecting 
such separate rate, and for loss by rates which may be excused or 
become irrecoverable. The officers ordinarily employed in the 
collection of the poor rate in the whole of such parish are, if 
required by the overseers, to collect such separate rate iq). 

933. Where the election commission has been appointed in 
respect of a county the parishes situate within the parliamentary 
boundary of any city or borough are not to be liable to any con- 
tribution towards the payment of the expenses of such commission, 
and in such case the foregoing provisions with respect to the 
payment of such contribution by that part of the parish which 
happens to be situate within the parliamentary boundary of a city 
or borough apply, mutatis viutandis, to that part which happens to 
bo situate without such boundary (r). 

934. If default is made by any county treasurer or town clerk 
respectively in complying with such requisition, the Commissioners 
of the Treasury are to determine the amount to be paid by each of 
the parishes or townships situate within the city or borough as the 
contribution of such parish or township towards the amount required, 
and thereupon the justices in general or quarter sessions assembled 
having jurisdiction over each of the parishes or townships respec- 
tively within such county, city, or borough, are, on the application 
of the Commissioners of the Treasury, to raise the sum specified in 
such requisition, together with an additional sum of 10 per cent, by 
a rate on each of the parishes or townships respectively within such 
county, city, or borough, and are to pay the amount so raised to 
the Treasury (s). Any rate so made by the justices is to be levied 
in exactly the same manner as a county rate or contribution to a 
county rate in any such county, city, or borough, and may bo 
enforced accordingly (0* 

Where default is made by the county treasurer or by the town clerk 
of any city or borough, as the case may be, the contribution of any 
part of a parish so declared to be a parish by itself which is not 
comprised in a municipal borough having a separate court of 
quarter sessions to any rate made by the justices in pursuance of 
the foregoing provisions is to be assessed, raised, and collected in 
the same manner as any contribution to a county rate of a part of 


(g) Election Commissioners Exponses Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Yict. c. 61), s. 3. 

m I hid, 

( 0 ) Corrupt Practices Commission Expenses Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Yict o. 21), 
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any parish the other part of which is comprised in a municipal 
borough having a separate court of quarter sessions, and is 
to be subject to all enactments regulating the same, and the 
foregoing provisions with respect to a separate rate are extended 
thereto (a), 

935. In the case of any parish comprised in a municipal 
borough having a separate court of quarter sessions, the amount 
determined by the Commissioners of the Treasury to be payable by 
such parish as its contribution is to be paid to the Treasury by the 
overseers of such parish, and the Commissioners of the Treasury 
may enforce payment thereof by the overseers by the same means 
and in the same manner as the council of such borough may enforce 
payment of any sum which the overseers are ordered by such 
council to pay towards the borough rate, and for this purpose such 
part of any parish situate partly within and partly without the 
municipal borough as is comprised in the municipal borough is 
deemed to be a ‘‘ parish,” and the overseers of the whole parish are 
deemed to be the overseers of such part as if they had been 
appointed by the council to act as overseers therein (h). 

The powers thus given to the Commissioners of the Treasury 
in the case of such default by a county treasurer or town clerk 
respectively are to be in addition to any other remedy which they 
may have for obtaining payment of the sum named in the 
requisition (c). 

936. Where any costs or suras other than the costs of a prose- 
cution on indictment are under an order of a court trying a 
parliamentary election petition, or otherwise under the Corrupt and 
Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883, payable by a county or 
borough, such costs or sums are to be paid by the Treasury, and 
the repayment thereof to the Treasury is secured in like manner as 
the repayment of the expenses of election commissioners (d). 


Sub-Sect. 9 . — BisquaJiJicathn of Individuals, 

937. Where, upon the trial of an election petition containing a 
charge of the commission of a corrupt practice in reference to the elec- 
tion in question, the election court report to the Speaker that a can- 
didate at such election has been guilty by his agents of any corrupt 
practice thereat, that candidate is not capable of being elected to or 
of sitting in the House of Commons for such county or borough for 
seven years after the date of the report, and if he has been elected 
his election is void (e). 
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(a) Election Com*nissioners Expenses Act, 1871 (31 & 35 Viet. c. Cl), s. 4 (1). 
(h) /W.,8. 4(2). 

(c) 1 hidf 8. 4. 

{d) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
8. 58 (1). 

(e) jbid., 8. 6. But, whore the corrupt practice consists of treating and undue 
iumicnco, or either of these offences, as to the authoused excuse or exception 
which obviates such incapacitatiou and avoidance of the election, see ibid,, s. 22, 
and p. 398, ante. 
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938 . Where, upon the trial of an election petition respecting an 
election for a county or borough, the election court, by their report 
made to the Speaker (/), report that any corrupt practice other 
than treating or undue influence has been proved to have been 
committed in reference to such election by or with the knowledge 
of any candidate at such election, or that the offence of treating or 
undue influence has been proved to have been committed by any 
candidate at such election in reference thereto, such candidate is 
not capable of ever being elected to or of sitting in the House 
of Commons for the said county or borough, and, if he has been 
elected, his election is void (g\ IIo is, further, subject to the 
same incapacities to which he would be subject if, at the date of 
the said report, he had been convicted on an indictment of a corrupt 
practice (/i). 

939 . Where, upon the trial of an election petition containing a 
charge of the commission of an illegal practice in reference to the 
election in question, it is reported by the election court that any 
illegal practice has been proved to have been committed in reference 
to such election by or with the knowledge and consent of any candi- 
date at such election, that candidate is not capable of being elected 
to or of sitting in theHo'\seof Commons for such county or borough 
for seven years next after \ho date of the report, and if he has been 
elected his election is voidvi). He, further, becomes subject to the 
same incapacities to uliich be would become subject if at the date 
of the report he had been convicted of such illegal practice (4). 

940 . If the report is that a candidate at such election has been 
guilty by his agents of any illegal practice in reference thereto, that 
candidate is not capable of being elected to or of sitting in the 
House of Commons for such county or borough during the 
Parliament for which the election was held, and if he has been 
elected, his election is void (Z). 

941 . Every person reported by an election court to have been 
guilty of any corrupt or illegal practice at an election, whether he 
has or has not obtained a certificate of indemnity, becomes subject 
to the same incapacity to which he would be subject if he had at 
the date of such election been convicted of the offence of which he 
is reported of having been guilty {m). 


(/) See p. 461, 

ig) Con*upt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 

S. 4. 

ill) As to what these are, see pp. 528, 529, post. 

{%) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), 
s. 11 (a). 

(/c) Ibid, As to what such inc-apacilies arc, seo pp. 528, 529 po^t But as to 
authorised excuses and exceptions, see Corrupt and Illegal Practices Preven- 
tion Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 61), s. 23, and p. 398, anie. 

(l) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), 
B. 11 (b); but as to authorised excuses and exceptions, see ibid.y ss. 22, 23, 
29 (6), and p. 398, ante, 

(m) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), 
I. 38 (5). hU to what such incapacity is, see pp. 528 et poet. 
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942. Where a barrister, or a solicitor, or a person belonging to 
any profession the admission to which is regulated by law, is 
reported by the election court to have been guilty of any corrupt 
practice in connection with an election, it is the duty of the Director 
of Public Prosecutions, whether such person has or has not received 
a certificate of indemnity, to bring the matter before the Inn of 
Court, High Court, or tribunal having power to take cognisance of 
any misconduct of such person in his profession, and such Inn of 
Court, High Court, or tribunal, may deal with such person in like 
manner as if such corrupt practice were misconduct by such person 
in his profession (w). 

943. If the election court report of a justice of the peace that he 
has been guilty of any corrupt practice in connection with an 
election, it is the duty of the Director of Public Prosecutions, 
whether such justice of the peace has or has not received a certifi- 
cate of indemnity, to report the case to the Lord Chancellor together 
with such evidence as may have been given of such corrupt prac- 
tice (o). If a person, who by virtue of being or of having been 
a mayor of a borough, acts as a justice of the peace, the Lord 
Chancellor has the same power to remove him from being a 
justice of the peace as if he were named in a commission of 
the peace (p). 

944. If it appears to an election court that a licensed person has 
knowingly suffered any bribery or treating, in reference to any 
election, to take place upon his licensed premises the election court 
are (subject to the provisions (q) as to a person having an opportu- 
nity of being heard by himself and of producing evidence before 
being reported) to report him (a). 

Whether such licensed person has or has not obtained a certificate 
of indemnity, it is the duty of the Director of Public Prosecutions to 
bring such report before the licensing justices from whom or on 
whose certificate such person obtained his licence, and the licensing 
justices are to cause the report to be entered in the proper register 
of licences (^). Where, accordingly, an entry is made in the register 
of licences of any such report respecting any licensed person, such 
entry is to be taken into consideration by the licensing justices in 
determining whether they will or will not grant to such person 
a renewal of his licence or certificate, and the entry may be, if the 
justices think fit, a ground for refusing such renewal (c). 

946. Every person who in consequence of conviction or of the 
report of any election court or election commissioners under the 


(n) Corrupt and lUogal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 61), 
B. 38 (7). 

(o) Ibid., B. 38 (6). 

(p) Ibid, 

S See p. 469, ante. 

Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 61). 
B. 38 (8) (b). 

(b) Ibid. 

(e) Ibid., s. 38 (8)(o). 


m 
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Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883, or under the 
Corrupt Practices (Municipal Elections) Act, 1872 (cZ), or under 
Part IV. of the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882, or under any 
other Act, for the time being, in force relating to corrupt practices 
at an election for any public office, has become incapable of voting 
at any election, whether a parliamentary election or an election to 
any public office, is prohibited from voting at any such election, and 
his vote is to be void (e). 

946. In order that any person should become subject to any 
incapacities or disabilities in consequence of the report of an election 
court, the report must contain, or must be equivalent to, a definite 
finding that he is guilty of the offence or offences entailing such 
incapacities or disabilities. He does not become subject thereto by 
reason only of a report stating facts from i^hich his guilt may be 
inferred (/). 

947. Where a person has become subject to any incapacity by 
reason of a report of an election court, and any witness who gave 
evidence against such person upon the proceeeding on which such 
report was made is convicted of perjury in respect of that evidence, 
the person who has become incapacitated may apply to the High 
Court, and the court, if satisfied that the report, so far as respects 
such person, was based upon perjury, may order that such incapacity 
shall thenceforth cease, and it shall cease accordingly (a). 

Sect, 2. — In Municipal Elections* 

Sub-Sect. 1. — The Commissioner and his Jurisdiction, 

948. A special “election court” has been constituted by statute (^), 
for the trial of municipal election petitions (c). 


(d) 35 & 36 Viet. c. 60. This Act is repealed as regards England by the 
Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 5, Sehed. I., but it is 
still in force in Scotland and Ii*elaud (?5itf., s. 260 (2) ). 

(e) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Viet. c. 70), s. 23, Sched. III., Part II., applying CoiTupt and Illegal Practices 
Pievcntion Act, 1883 (^46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), s 37. 

(/) (irant v. Pagham Overseers (1877), 3 0. P. D. 80; see also Drinkwater v. 
Deakin (1874), L. It. 9 0. P. 626, per Lord CoLEiilDGE, C.J., at pp. 636, 637. 

(a) Corrupt and Elcgal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 61), 
e. 46. 

(h) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 50). 

(c) Ihd., 8. 92 (1). Where a person has been duly elected in form and so as 
to render the cnice to which he has been elected in fact full of him, though he 
was not qualilied for election and is not qualified for the holding of such office, 
a mrindamus for the holding of a new election will not lie, at any rate not if 
tho office is such that a wiit of quo loarrardo would lie in respect of it (72. v. 7>ecr, 
[190;L 2 K. B. 693, following IL v. Chester Corporation {\^bb\ 25 L. J. (Q. B.) 61, 
and li, V. Welshpool Corporation (1876), 35 L. T. 694). It is submitted that tncre 
is a distinction between being not qualified and being disqualified (see Munici 2 >al 
Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 60), ss. 9, 11, 12, 41), and tnat if a person 
who is not qualified within s. 11 bo elected his election may not he questioned 
by way of petition, though his holding the office maybe questionable hj pio 
warranto. The office of sheriff of a city is not questionable by an election 
petition. This was admitted by the proposed petitioner in Pope v Bruton (1900), 
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This election court consists of a single commissioner (J) . A 
particular commissioner is assigned ad hoc in the case of each 
petition (e). He has a very wide jurisdiction as far as the particular 
case is concerned, and has very ample powers (/). He sits without 
a jury (g). 

A commissioner, who holds his office for a year (h), must be a 
barrister (i) of not less than fifteen years* standing (A;). He may 
not be a member of the House of Commons (1 ) ; nor may he hold 
any office or place of profit under the Crown (7?i), other than that 
of recorder (n), A barrister is not qualified to act as a commis- 
sioner (n) for the trial of any petition relating to any borough for 
which he is recorder, or in which he resides, or which is included in 
a circuit on which he practises as a barrister (o). 

949. The appointment of commissioners lies with the judges for 
the time being on the rota (p) for the trial of parliamentary election 
petitions, who have before them for the purpose of dealing with 
the matter a list of all the municipal election petitions at issue, 
called the ** municipal elections list ’* (q). The judges for the time 
being on such rota, or any two of those judges, may annually appoint 
as many barristers, not exceeding five, as they may think necessary, 
to be commissioners for the trial of municipal election petitions. 
And they must from time to time assign to be tried by each 
commissioner the petitions relating to the different elections other 
than parliamentary petitions which are liable to be questioned by 


17 T. L. R 182, whore Bktjce and Darlinq, JJ., overruling Kennedy, J., at 
chambers, ordered the petition to bo taken off the file. It appeared that the 
proper remedy was by quo warranto^ a writ which issues out of the King’s Bench 
Division to inquire by what authority a person who claims or usurps his office 
supports his claim. 

Quo warranto is still the lemedy in the case of a non-corporate office, such as 
vestry clerk ; but there must be more than mere acceptance of the office {P. v. 
Tidi/, [1892] 2 Q. B. 179). Compare Budge v. Andrews (1878), 3 C. P. D. olO, 
620, decided under an earlier Act; Line v, JFarren (1885), 14 Q. B. D. 548, 
C. A. ; B. v. Welshpool Corporation 35 L. T. 694; Yates v. Leach (1874), 

L. E. 9 C. P. 605; Monks v. Jackson (1876), 1 C. P. D. 683; Pritchard v. 
Bangor Corporation (1888), 13 App. Cas. 241. 

id) Municipal Coi^orations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 50), s. 92 (1). 

(e) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Dlegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Viet. c. 70), s. 36 (2). 

(/) See p. 612, post. 

(S'! Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet, c, 60), s. 92 (1). 

(A) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Viet. c. 70), 8. 36 (2). 

(t) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet c. 60), s. 92 (1). 

(A) Hid., s. 92 (2), 

(/) / hid. 

{m) This does not include the office of a revising barrister whoso place is not 
under the Crown ; see p. 218, ante. Por the moaning of the phrase “ place of 
profit under the Crown,” see title Parliament. 

(n) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), s. 92 (2). 

(o) I hid., 8. 92 (3). 

\p) Munici]^ Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 92 (4), as amended 
by Municipal Sections (Corrupt and Dlegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet, 
c. 70), s. 36 (2). 

(g) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. o. 50), ss. 91 (1), 
92 ( 4 ). 
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petition (?•) ; except those in which the question raised by the petition 
is before trial stated as a special case, with a view to its being heard 
by the High Court (s). 

If a commissioner to whom the trial of a petition is assigned 
dies or becomes incapable of acting, or declines to do so, the said 
judges or two of them may assign the trial to be conducted and 
continued by another of the commissioners (a). 

A commissioner’s court is a court of record (h). For this reason 
its order can only be proved by production of the record (c) ; and for 
the same reason the commissioner can commit to prison any person 
who is guilty of contempt of court in the face of the court {d). 

950. As the commissioner will have eventually (e) to mahe a 
report to the High Court as to whether (inter alia) corrupt or 
illegal practices or the offences of illegal payment, employment, 
or hiring have extensively prevailed (/), it follows that he has 
jurisdiction to inquire into any facts which may tend to throw 
a light upon the possibility of there having been any such 
extensive prevalence, even though those facts be not relevant to 
the issues raised between the petitioner and the respondent to 
the petition. 

951. The commissioner has a discretion to adjourn the trial 
from time to time and from any one place to any other place within 
the borough or place where it is held (g), 

952. There is no appeal from any decision of the commissioner 
upon any question either of law or of fact ; but he has power to 


(r) Mnnicipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 43 
Vict. c. 70), s. 3G (2). 

(s) See p. 512, post 

la) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 50), s. 92 (5). 

(5) Because the commissioner has, with an exception, as to which see p. 515, 
poalj the same powers and privileges as those which judges have on the trial of 
parliamentary election petitions (ttid., s. 92(6)). Seo p. 411, anUf and also 
the judgment of Jessel, M.R., in Ji, v. Maidenhead Corporation (1882), 9 Q. B. D. 
494, 0. A., at p. 500. That caso was decided under the Corrupt Practices 
(Municipal Elections) Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 60), s. 14 (5), the effect of 
which, as regards the point in question, is the same as that of the above-quoted 
Buh-section. 

(c) Ihid. 

(d) 2 Bao. Abr., tit. Coui’ts, E. See title Contempt of Court, Vol. VII., 
p. 279. 

(e) See p. 518, post, 

{/) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 50), s. 93 (6); 
Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Vict. c. 70), ss. 8 (1), 18. Note that in the case of corrupt practices the 
question is whether corrupt practices have extensively prevailed ; in the case 
of illegal practices and illegal payment etc. the question is whether these 
things have so extensively prevailed that they may reasonably be supposed to 
have affected che result of tno election. So that in the latter case, where the 
majority is very large, it may sometimes be apparent on the face of the matter 
that there is no need to inquire into the facts relating to illegal practices and 
illegal payments etc. other than those at issue between the parties. "Whore 
corrupt practices are in question, such facts must always be investigated. 

(^) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict c. 60), s. 03 (3). 
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reserve any question of law as to the admissibility of evidence or 
otherwise for the consideration of the Hi"h Court, if such question 
appears to him to requiie such consideration (//). 

953. The town clerk or other authority, as the case may be (/), 
must provide proper accommodation for holding the election court, 
and any expenses incurred by him for this purpose are to be paid 
out of the borough fund or borough rate (/c). 

All chief and head constables, superintendents of police, head- 
boroughs, gaolers, constables, and bailiffs must give their assistance 
to the commissioner in the execution of his duties; and if any 
gaoler or officer of a prison makes default in receiving or detaining 
a prisoner committed thereto by the commissioner’s orders he will 
be liable to a fine not exceeding £5 for every day during which the 
default continues (Z). 

954. The commissioner is accompanied (m) by the registrar (?i). 


(/<) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 93 (8) ; see 
p. 517, post. A case of a municipal petition in which the coiniaisfeioner icscrved 
a question of law is lie Gloucester MunicqHil Election Veixhou^ 1900, Ford v. 
Newtht [1901] 1 K. B 683. The election was there alleged to bo void on the 
ground that the respondent had an inteiest in a contract with the corporation, 
and tlie Iligh Court held that he had such an interest. 

(t) See, in the case of petitions relating to elections to a county council, 
p. 449, poa^, and, in the case of petitions i elating to other elections, pp. 502, 
503, post. 

(A*) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 99 (1). 

(/) 8. 99 (2). 

(m) By 8. 99 (3) of the same Act the election court may employ ofRcers and 
clerks as prescribed. The matter is dealt with in rr. 50—52 of the Municipal 
Election Petition Rules, 1883. 

in) The registrar is an oflicor who shall be appointed for each court for 
the trial of a municipal election petition by the election judges at the 
same time that they assign the petition to the commissioner ; he must attend 
at the trial in like manner as the clerks of assize and arraigns attend at the 
assizes. Ho, by himself, or, in case of need, his sutliciont deputy, must 
perform all the functions incident to the officer of a court of record, and also 
such duties as may be prescribed to him (Municipal Election Petition Rules, 
1883, r. 50). 

The duties of the registrar, in practice, include the following : (i.) to arrange 
with the town clerk or other authoiity (see p. 489, ante) for the proper 
reception of the commissioner, the provision of a suitable building for the 
hearing of the petition and of a suitable private room for the use of the com- 
missioner ; (ii.) to arrange likewise for the presence of an adequate force of 
police ; (lii.) to arrange likewise for a proper supply of stationery, including 
note books ; (iv.) to arrange for the provision of a suitable deed-box or other 
receptacle for the reception of all documents relating to the case ; (v.) to be 
present throughout the proceedings in court ; (vi.) to keep carefully all docu- 
ments put in and aU other documents relating to the case, and to produce the 
same speedily when required ; (vii.) to read the petition aloud in open court at 
the commencement of the proceedings ; (viii.) to keep a note-book, in which he 
is to enter the names, occupation, addresses etc. of each witness, and also to enter 
any orders or directions given by the commissioner ; (ix.) to provide for the 
printing of an adequate supply of all the prescribed forms, which are— (a) form 
of order of commissioner to compel a person to attend as a witness, fb) fonn of 
notice to a person to show cause why he should not be reported, (o) form of 
certificate of indemnity, (d) form of certificate of expenses of witness ; (x.J to 
compel the attendance of any witnesses whenever suen attendance is required by 
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the crier and officer of the court (o), and an official shorthand 
writer (|i). 

955. The remuneration and allowances to be paid to the commis- 
sioner for his services in respect of the trial of an election petition, 
as well as those to his staff and the registrar, are fixed by a scale (q), 
which is made and may be varied by the election judges on the 


the commissioner; (xi.) to notify to any person when so directed by the com- 
missioner that he must show cause why lie should not be reported; (xii.) to 
certify the reasonable expenses of wituoases after hearing all parties concerned; 
(xiii.) to draw up and sign the postoa to the petition. 

It does not appear that be has any duty in relation to the stamping of 
documents. 

It is not necessary, but it is usual, for the registrar to be a barrister. 

(o) This officer is appointed by the commissioner (Municipal Election Petition 
Pules, 1883, r. 61). His duties are to administer the oath to every witness 
according to due form of law, and to act os clerk to the commissioner. 

(p) The shorthand wiiter to attend at the trial of the petition is the shorthand 
writer to the House of Commons for the time being or his deputy, and the master 
must send him a copy of the notice of trial (Municipal Election Petition Rules, 
1883, r. 62). This shorthand writer must attend the trial and must he sworn by 
the commissioner faithfully and truly to take down the evidence given at the 
trial. He must take down the evidence at length. A transcript of the notes of 
the evidence taken hy him must, if the commissioner so directs, accompany the 
certificate of the commissioner. His expenses, according to a presciibcd scale, 
are to bo treated as part of the expenses incurred in receiving the court (Muni- 
cipal Corporations Act, 1882 (46 & 40 Viet. c. 50), s. 99 (4) ). It does not appear 
that the commissioner has any other express power to order a transcript of the 
notes than that here given, and which would not seem to apply to a case where 
the report required no explanation— whore the report was that no corrupt 
or illegal practices wore proved at all, nor was there any reason to suppose that 
anv such had prevailed. 

(q) The matter is one which is sometimes, as will hereafter appear (see 
p. 622, po8t)f of importance to the parties, and not only to the local authority. 
The following is the effect of the Treasuiy Minute of 30th April, 1883, so fai 
as it relates to the banister, registiar, and staff: — “There will be paid to 
the barrister” (ue. the commissioner) “for his services in respect of the trial of 
a petition the sum of fifteen guineas for each day during which he is engaged, 
the said sum being in full for his fee and for allowances for his expenses of 
locomotion and living while so engaged. There will be paid to the registrar of 
the court the sum of three guineas for each day while he is engaged on the trial 
or necessarily engaged in travelling to or from the place of trial, and a further 
sum of one guinea for each day while so engaged, including Sundays, during 
the time the trial lasts, to coyer his expenses ot living. There shall be paid to the 
crier of the couit the sum of one guinea for each day when he is so engaged on 
the trial or in travelling to or from the place of trial, including Sundays, during 
the time the trial lasts. There shall be paid to each shorthand writer (see p. 614, 
post), whom it may be found necessary to employ the sum of two guineas for 
each day he is in attendance, and also the further sum not exceeiling 8d. per 
folio for transcribing his notes. There shall be paid to each shorthand writer 
a sum not exceeding two guineas a week for personal expenses, unless he is resi- 
dent in the borough where the trial is held, faiere shall be paid to each clerk not 
exceeding three in number whom it may be found necessary to send to transcribe 
the shorthand writer’s notes a sum not exceeding one guinea per week for expenses 
unless he is resident in the borough where me inquiry is held. In addition 
to the sums above specified there shall be paid to the registrar, crier, diorthand 
writers, and clerks their actual expenses of locomotion according to an account 
to be rendered to the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s I^easury.” The 
precedents show that every day necessarily spent in travelling is to be reckoned 
as a day during which the commissioner is engaged, and so is a day which is 

in settling the report, certificate etc., after the conclusion of the trial and 
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rota for the trial of parliamentary election petitions with the Skot. 2 . 
approval of the Treasury. The remuneration and allowances In 
are paid in the first instance by the Treasury (a). But they Municipal 
must be repaid to the Treasury out of the borough fund or Elections, 
borough rate (&), or out of the county fund, as the case 
may be (c). 

966 . The title of the commissioner’s court may be as follows : Title of 
** Court for the trial of a municipal election petition for such and 
such a borough (or as the case may be) between such and such a 
person petitioner and such and such a person respondent.” It is 
sufficient so to entitle the proceedings in that court (rf). The 
petition itself, however, is a petition to the High Court, and should 
be entitled accordingly (c). 

Sub-Sect. 2 . — Preamtatioii of a Petition, 

957 . A municipal election (/*) may be questioned by an election 
petition on the following grounds or any of them : — 

(1) That the election was, as to the borough or ward, wholly avoided 
by general bribery, treating, undue influence, or personation (r/). 

(2) That the election was avoided by corrupt practices or oilences 
against Part IV. of the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (/t), 
including an illegal practice (?) committed at the election. 

(3) That the person whoso election is questioned was at the time 
of the election disqualified (j), 

(4) That such person was not duly elected by a majority of lawful 
votes (/c). 


On what 
ground 
petition maj 
be presented. 


the delivery of the judgment. A Sunday may he reckoned as a day upon 
which the commissioner is engaged, if he is in fact engaged upon such Sunday. 
This is also shown by the precedents. 

(a) On an application made to the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury. The 
application should be accompanied by an account setting out the lemuneration 
earned in accordance with the Treasury Minute. 

(I)) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (4o & 46 Yict. c. 60), s. 101 (1). As to 
the circumstances in which either of the parties to the petition may be ordeied 
to bear those expenses, see p. 522, jmt. 

(c) See Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Yict. c. 41), s. 75, and note the 
words “ in such terms and with such modifications as are necessary to make 
them applicable to . . . the provisions of this Act.” Tboro is no B}>ecial 
provision as to these expenses in the Local Oovcinnient Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Yict. 
c. 73), but in s. 48 thereof all necessary modifications are similarly no doubt 
intended. 

(c/) Municipal Election Petition Rules, 1883, r. 49. 

(e) 1 hid.f r. 5. See p. 499, post, 

(/) The following provisions apply also to the elections of chairmen and 
councillors of county councils (Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Yict. 
c. 41), s. 75 ; and see p. 499, post), 

(g) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 50), s. 87 (1) (a). 

(h) 45 & 46 Yict. c. 50. 

(t) Municipal Elections (Cornipt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Yict. c. 70), s. 8 (1). 

if) Municipal Coi-porations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 50), s. 87 (1). As 
to what constitutes disqualification, see ibid., s. 12, and Municipal Eloctioug 
(CoiTupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Yict. c. 70), s. 18. 

(/c) I bid. But, apparently, an election of a parish councillor at which no poll 
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rules made. 
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petition. 
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presentation. 


(5) That illegal practices or offences of illegal payment, employ- 
ment, or hiring committed, in reference to the election, for the 
purpose of promoting the election of a candidate thereat, so exten- 
sively prevailed that they may be reasonably supposed to have 
affected the result of the election (Z). 

The elections thus questionable are elections to corporate 
offices (m). Corporate office means the office of mayor, alderman, 
councillor, and elective auditor (?i). A municipal election may not 
be questioned on any one of these grounds except by an election 
petition (o). 

958. General rules for the purposes of the Municipal Cor- 
porations Act, 1882, Part IV., are made by the Eule Com- 
mittee (p). Such rules are published by copies thereof being 
put up at the master’s office (q). There is a body of rules called 
Municipal Election General Eules, which were made in 1883 by 
the judges on the rota for the trial of parliamentary election 
petitions, under the authority given to them for that purpose, 
which rules have the same effect as statutory provisions (r). No 
additional rules dealing specially with municipal election petitions 
have been made by the Eule Committee. 

959. An election petition may be presented by four or more 
persons who voted or had a right to vote at the election, or 
else by a person alleging himself to have been a candidate at the 
election (s). 

960. The presentation of a municipal election petition is made 
in a similar maimer to that in which the presentation of a 


has had to be taken is not questionable on this ground (Parish Councillors 
Election Order, 1901, s. 18); see note (p), p. 501, post. 

(/) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Viet. c. 70), 8. 18. 

(m) Municipal Coiporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 77. 

(n) IhifLt B. 7 (1). In the case of county councils the last-named office does 
not apply, as their accounts are audited by district auditors appointed by the 
Local Government Board (Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Viet. c. 41), 
8. 71 (3) ). The election of a sheriff of a city is not questionable by petition, 
but by quo warranto {Pope v. Bruton (1900), 17 T. L. E. 182). 

(o) Ibid., 8. 87 (2) ; It, v. Mortmi, [1892] 1 Q. B. 39. Though the election 
itself may not be questioned on any one of these grounds except by election 
petition, yet if the disqualification of a person elected, though existing at the 
time of such election, be hkewise a disqualification for his holding the office to 
which he has been elected, his right so to hold office may be questioned by quo 
warranto {R, v. Beer, [1903] 2 K. B. 693). 

(p) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Viet. c. 70), s. 30(b). 

{q) Municipal Election Petition Eules, r. 70; Statutory Eules and Orders 
Eevised, Vol. XIII., Supreme Court, England, pp. 656 et aej, 

(r) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 100 (1)— (3). By 
the Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884, s. 30 (b), how- 
ever, tho power of making rules (and, presumably, similarly, as in respect of 
parhamentary election petitions, the power of revoking and of altering rules, 
though these words are not expressed in s. 30 (b)), seems to have been taken 
from the judges on the rota and to have been transferred to lie Eule 
Committees. 

(i) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 d: 46 Viet. c. 60), s. 88 (1). 
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parliamentary election petition is made (t). The master who per- 
forms the duties of the prescribed officer with regard to municipal 
election petitions is the official who, for the time being, performs 
such duties with regard to parliamentary election petitions (u). 
The master must send forthwith a copy of the petition to the 
town clerk, who is forthwith to publish it in the borough (x). 
With the copy of the petition the master must send to the town 
clerk the names of the agents of the petitioner and respondent, 
if any, and the addresses of the petitioner and respondent, if 
they have been given as prescribed (?/), and the town clerk must 
publish these particulars forthwith along with the petition (a). 
The costs of such publication, or of other publications required 
to be made by the town clerk, are paid by the petitioner or person 
moving in the matter, and form part of the general costs of the 
petition (b), 

961. The provisions as to the contents and form of and the 
signing of the petition are similar to those prescribed in the 
case of parliamentary election petitions, with the exception of 
the title (c). 

962. The petition must be presented within twenty-one days 
after the day on which the election was held((0. But if it com- 
plains of the election on the ground of corrupt practices and 
specifically alleges a payment of money or other reward to have 
been made or promised since the election by a person elected at 
the election, or on his account or with his privity, in pursuance or 
furtherance of such corrupt practices, it may be presented within 
twenty-eight days after the date of the alleged payment or promise, 
whether or not any other petition against that person has been 
previously presented or tried (e). 

A petition complaining of the election on the ground of an illegal 
practice may be presented at any time before the expiration of 
fourteen days after the day on which the town clerk receives the 


(f) ^riiriiciprjl Piloction Petition Pules, r. 1. See p. 412, a?t(e. 

(u) Municipal Cei poiations Act, 1882 (45 & 40 Viet. c. 50), s. 100 (5) ; Muniripal 
Election Petition Pules, r. 1. See p. 410, a/de, 

(x) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 40 Viet. c. 50), s. 88 (3). Though, 
as in the case of parliamentary election petitions, it is only obligatory upon the 
petitioner to leave one copy of the petition on presentation, yet, similarly the 
practice is to leave four copies. 

M See p. 496, post, 

(a) Municipal Election Petition Pules, r. 1 2. 

(b) Ibid. 

(c) Tho petition will bo entitled: — In the High Court of Justice. The 
Municipal CorjioratioiiS Act, 1882. Election for [state the place and ojfue for 
which dt’ciion held'] holden on the of a.d. (Municipal Corporations 
Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 60), s. 88 (3) ; Municipal Election Petition Pulo'?, 
rr, 2, 3, 4, 6, G. The name of any other Act of Parliament which may also 
govern the election in question, according to the natuio of tho office to which 
it relates, e.y., the Local Government Act, 1888, or, if the petition alleges 
an illegal practice, the Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 
1884, should also be inserted in the title. 

(<l) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 60), s. 88 (4). 

(c) Ibid, 
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return and declaration respecting election expenses by the candidate 
to whose election the petition relates, or where there is an 
authorised excuse for failing to make the return and declaration, 
within fourteen days after the date of the allowance of the 
excuse (/). 

A petition complaining of the election on the ground of an 
illegal practice and specilically alleging a payment of money or 
other act made or done since the election by the candidate 
elected thereat or by his agent, or with the privity of the candidate 
in pursuance or in furtherance of such illegal practice, may be 
presented at any time within twenty-eight days after the date of 
such payment or act, whether or not any other petition against 
that person has been previously presented or tried (g). 

963. Any petition presented wuthin the time limited may, 
with leave of the High Couit, be amended for the purpose of 
questioning the election upon an allegation of an illegal practice 
within the time which is allowed for the presentation of a petition 
questioning the election on such an allegation (/i). 

The foregoing provisions as to the time within which a petition 
alleging, either originally or by amendment, an illegal practice 
may be presented apply even though the illegal practice is also a 
corrupt practice (i)« 

964. At the time of presenting a petition, or within three 
days afterwards, the petitioner must give security for all costs, 
charges, and expenses which may become payable by him to any 
witness summoned on his behalf or to any respondent (/c). It must 
be given either by a deposit of money or by recognisance entered 
into by not more than four sureties, none of whom may be the 
petitioner or any one of the petitioners (Z), or partly in one way and 
partly in the other 


(/) Municipal Elections (CoiTupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Vict. c. 70), 8. 25 (1 ), As to the time at which a petition relating to an ole< tion 
in respect of a metropolitan borough council, rural or uihan district, or 
parish council, or a poll consequent upon a parish meeting alleging an illegal 
pi actice, may ho presented, see pp. 499 et 6eq., post. 

(g) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Vict. c. 70), s. 25 (2h The above provisions are applied likewise to 
elections in the City of London and to county council elections (see pp. 499 
et seq., post), 

{h) Ihid.^B. 25 (3). 

(/) I hid., B. 25 (4). 

(A;) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 46 Vict. c. 50), B. 89 (1). 

h) Pease v. Norwood (1869), L. R. 4 0. P. 235. 

(m) Munieijial Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 50), s. 89 (2). The 
following is a form of recognisance sot out in the Municipal Election Petition 
Rules, r. 25 : — 

Be it remembered that on the day of , in the year of our Loi d 
19 , before me [name a7/d descriptiofij came A. B., of [fiame and description as 

a5ore prr«cn’5cd] and acknowledged himself [or severally acknowledged them- 
selves] to owe to our sovereign lord the King the sum of five hundred pounds [or 
the following sums] (that is to say) the said C. D. the sum of £ , the said 

E. F. the sum of £ , the said G. II. the sum of £ , and the said 

J. K. the sum of £ , to be levied on his [or their respective] goods and 
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The security will be to such amount, not exceeding XoOO, as 
the High Court or a judge thereof may on summons order (n). 
In the absence of such order, it may be given to any amount not 
less than £300. But the High Court or a judge thereof may, on 
summons taken out within five days from the service of the 
notice of the nature and amount of the security, order the 
security to be increased, within a time to be named in the order, 
by further security to be given in the prescribed manner (o) for a 
further amount not exceeding in all £500 (p). In default of com- 
pliance with such order no further proceedings can be had on the 
petition (q). 

The security need not be more than the amount thus prescribed, 
though there may be more than one respondent (?*). Where it is 
made by way of deposit the money is paid into the Bank of England 
to the account of ** The Municipal Corporations Act, 1882, Security 
Fund,” which is vested in the Lord Chief Justice for the purposes 
for which security is required («). A bank receipt or certificate for 
the payment must be left forthwith at the master’s office {t). It is 
filed by the master, and the amount together with the petition to 
which it relates are entered by him in a book which may be 
inspected by all parties concerned (a). 

965 . All claims at law or in equity to money so deposited or to 
bo deposited are to be disposed of by the High Court or a 
judge thereof (5). Money so deposited, when no longer needed for 
securing payment of such costs, charges, and expenses, is to bo 
returned, or otherwise disposed of, as justice may require, by rule of 
the High Court or order of a judge thereof (c). 


chattels, lauds, and tenements, to the use of our said sovereign lord the King, 
Ins heirs and successors. 

The condition of this recognisance is that if [here imeit the names nf all the 
fietiiioners, and if more than one, add, or any of them'] shall well and truly pay 
all costs, charges and expenses in respect of the election petition signed by liun 
[or them] relating to too \liere insert the name of the ’borough'] which shall 
hocome payable by the petitioner [or petitioners, or any of thorn], under the 
Municipal Corporations Act, 1882, to any person or persons, then this recoguis- 
auco to be void, otherwise to stand in full force 

(Signed) 

\Signatare of Sureties], 

Taken and acknowledged by the above named \nameof sureties] on the 
at , before me, 


C. D., 


A justice of the peace [or as the case may &c.] 

i n) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), s. 89 ( 2 ). 
o) See p. 494, ante. 

p) Municipal Election Petition Eules, r. 26. ^ 

7 ) I hid. It is submitted that if the f ui ther security is given by I’ecognisanco^, 
and if the original security has also been so given, the total number of 
sureties for the whole amount must not exceed four. Otherwise, it is submitted, 
there would be a contravention of s. 89 (2) ; see p. 494, ante, 
fr) Pease v. Norwood (1869) L. E. 4 0. P. 235. 

Is) Municipal Election Petition Eules, r. 16. 

(f) Ibid, As to tbe master, see p. 493, aiite, 

(a) Ibid,, r. 17. 

(5) Ibid,, T, 18. 

(c) I hid,, r. 19. 
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The rule or order may be made after such notice of intention to 
apply for it and upon such proof that all just claims have been 
satisfied or otherwise sufficiently provided for as the court or judge 
may require (d), and may direct payment either to the party in 
wliose name the money is deposited or to any person entitled to 
receive it (e), and, upon such rule or order being made, the amount 
may be drawn for by the Lord Chief Justice (/), whose draft is. 
in all cases, a sufficient warrant to the Bank of England for all 
payments made thereunder (g), 

966. With the petition there must be left at the master’s office 
a writing signed by or on behalf of the petitioner or petitioners 
giving the name of some person entitled to practise as a solicitor 
of the High Court who is authorised to act as his or their 
agent, or stating that he or they acts or act for himself or them- 
selves, as the case may be, and, in either case, giving an address 
within three miles of the General Post Office at which notices may 
be left. If no such writing be left or no such address be given, 
notice of objection to the recognisances (h) and all other notices may 
be given and all proceedings may be served by sticking them up at 
the master’s office (/). 

967. Any person whose election is questioned by a petition, and 
any returning officer of whose conduct a petition complains, may be 
made a respondent to it (k). Any person who might have been 
a petitioner in respect of the election in question may apply to the 
election court or to the High Court to bo admitted as a respondent 
to oppose the petition, if, before the trial of a petition, a respondent 
(other than a returning officer) dies, resigns, or otherwise ceases to 
hold the office to which the petition relates, or if he gives the 
prescribed notice (1) that he does not intend to oppose the petition (m). 
Whenever any one of these events happens, notice of it must be 
given in the borough (w). In the case of the death of a respondent, 
any person entitled to be a petitioner may give notice of the fact in 
the borough by having it published in, at least, one newspaper in 
circulation there, if there be any, and by leaving a copy of tho 


(</) Municipal Election I'etition Rules, r. 20. As part of the proof of tlio 
satisfaction of all claims there ought to be an allidavit stating that any costa of 
publication incun'cd under r. 12 (see p. 493, ante) have been satisfied. 

(e) Ibid., r. 21, 

(/) Ibid., r. 22. 

{(/) Ibid., T. 23. 

(h) See p. 498, post 

(t) Municipal Election Petition Rules, r. 9. 

(7c) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ft. 88 (2). 
Por the purpose of this sub-section the term “returning officer’* includes, iii 
tho case of a petition against the election of a parish councillor, the chairman 
of a parish meeting held for the election of parish councillors (Parish Councillors 
Election Order, 1901, r. 36 (2 b), Statutory Rules and Orders Revised, Vol. IX., 
Parish Council and Parish Meeting, England, pp. 80, 92). As tothenatino 
of the misconduct which will form a ground of petition against a returning 
officer, see p. 417, ante. 

(/) See p, 497, post. 

(m) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 97 (1). 

(n) Ibid. 
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notice, signed by him or on his behalf, with the town clerk and 
also with the master (o). 

968. The application to be admitted as a respondent in any one 
of the events mentioned is to be made within ten days after such 
notice is given or within such further time as the High Court or 
a judge thereof may allow (p). 

The application may be made to the election court or to the 
High Court, and any person so applying is to be admitted as 
a respondent, but the number of persons so admitted may not 
exceed three {q). 

969. A respondent desirous of giving notice of his intention not 
to oppose the petition must do so by leaving such notice in writing, 
signed by him, at the master’s office (r). The master must send 
forthwith by post a copy thereof to the petitioner or his agent, and, 
likewise, to the town clerk, who must cause it to be published in 
the borough (s). 

The giving of such notice by a respondent does not of itself 
cause him to cease to be a respondent (<). But a respondent who 
has given such notice is not allowed to appear or act as a party 
against the petition in any proceedings upon it (a). 

970. Any person elected to any municipal office may, at any 
time after he is elected, send to or leave at the master’s office 
a writing signed by him or on his behalf appointing a person 
entitled to practise as a solicitor in the High Court to act as his 
agent in case a petition should be presented against him, or 
else stating that he intends to act for himself, and in either case 
giving an address within three miles of the General Post Office 


(o) Municipal Election Petition Eules, r. 64. It is noticeable that the death 
of a respondent is the only event which the rule spocihcs as being that of 
which a person desirous of being substituted as a respondent may 
himself give notice. In this respect it differs from the con-esponding pro- 
vision contained in the Parliamentary Election Petition Eulcs (see p. 416, ante)^ 
by which a person desirous of being substituted as a respondent may give notice 
t>f the happening of any of the prescribed conditions except that of the respon- 
dent having given due notice of his intention not to oppose the petition. It will 
liave been observed that in the Act itself it is laid down that the happening of any 
one of these events is to be made known ; but, as far as specific provision is 
made by the rules, the publication, in the case of a respondent resigning or 
otherwise ceasing to hold otlice, would seem to be only provided for by including 
those events m that general event of a respondent intending not to oppose the 
])Otition, of which ho is bound to give notice, unless the provision for 
publication in the case of the death of a respondent is taken to apjdy to these 
other cases also. 

(p) Municipal Election Petition Eules, r. 67. 

Iq) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 97 (1). 

(r) Municipal Election Petition Eules, r. 65. The rulo^doos not appear to 
specify any time within which the notice must bo given, as is S])ccilicd in the 
corresponding provision in the Parliamentary Election Petition iiulos. As to 
the roaster, see p. 493, ante, 

U) Municipal Election Petition Eules, r. 66. 

(0 Yatfs V. Leach (1874), L. E. 9 0. P. 605. 

(u) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), s, 97 (2), 
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at which notices may be left (5). If no such writing be loft at the 
master’s office within a week after the service of the petition, 
notices may be given and proceedings may be served by sticking 
them up at the master’s offices (c). 

Such names and addresses given by the petitioner and respondent 
are entered by the master in a book kept at his office, which is 
open to inspection by any person during office hours (d). 

An agent employed for the petitioner or for the respondent 
must leave forthwith at the master’s office written notice of his 
appointment (e), 

971. Within five days after the presentation of the petition 
exclusive of the day of presentation, the petitioner must servo 
on the respondent a notice of the presentation of the petition 
and of the nature of the proposed security, and a copy of the 
petition (/). 

The provisions as to the mode of service and as to the case of 
evasion of service are similar to those prevailing with regard to 
such matters when relating to parliamentary election petitions (. 7 ). 

Immediately after notice of the presentation of a petition and of 
the nature of the proposed security has been served, the petitioner 
or his agent must file with the master an affidavit of the time at 
and manner in which service was made (h), 

972. Where the security is given by recognisance, similar 
pi'ovisions apply thereto, and to objections, if any, thereto, and to 
the removal of such objections and the cost of the hearing thereof, 
as in the case of parliamentary election petitions (i). The time 
for giving notice of objection is five days from the date of service 
of the notice of the petition and of the nature of the security, 
exclusive of the day of service, or, in the case of further security, 
live days after service of notice of the nature thereof, exclusive of 
the day of service (/f). 

If no security either by way of deposit or of recognisance is 
given, or, if given by way of recognisance, an objection taken thereto 


(5) Municipal Election Petition Eulos, r. 10. 

(c) Ibid, 

(d) Ibid,, r. 11. 

U) Ibid,, r. 14. 

(/) Municipal Coi-poraHons Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 89 (3) ; 
Municipal Election Petition Eulos, r. 13. 

(g) Municipal Election Petition Eules, rr. 14, 15. See p. 418, ante, 

\h) Ibid., r. 3G. 

(i) See p. 419, ante; Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), 
PS. 89 (4), (5), (6), (7), 90 ; Municipal Election Petition Eules, rr. 24—33. 
The following is a form of affidavit of sufficiency of a surety contained in 

r. 33 

In the High Court of Justice, 

Municipal Corporations Act, 1882. 

I, A. B., of [aa in recognisance] mako oath and say that I am seised or 
possessed of real [or personal^ estate above what will satisfy my debts, of the 
clear value of £ 

Bwom, &a 

(^} Municipal Election Petition Eules, r. 27. 
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is allowed and is not removed as prescribed (/), no further pro- 
ceedings may be bad on the petition (m). 

973. On the expiration of the time limited for making objection, 
or, after objection made, on the objection being disallowed or 
removed, whichever last happens, the petition becomes at issue (/i), 

974. When the last day for presenting a petition or the filing of 
any other matter required to be hied within a given time falls on a 
holiday, the petition or other matter is deemed to be duly filed if 
it be put into the letter-box at the master’s office at any time during 
such day. But an affidavit, stating with reasonable precision the 
time when such delivery was made, must be filed on the first 
day after the expiration of the holidays (o). 

975. The master is to make out a list, called the Municipal 
Election List, of all the petitions at issue, placing them in the order 
of their presentation. He is to insert in the list the names of the 
agents of the petitioners and respondents, and the addresses to 
which notices may be sent, if any. The list is to be put upon a 
notice board headed “ Municipal Election List,” and is to be open 
to inspection during office hours (j)). 

As soon as may be after the list is made out, the master is to send 
a copy of it to each of the judges on the rota for the trial of 
liarliamentary election petitions (q), 

976. In the application of the Municipal Corporations Act, 
1882, as amended by the Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal 
I’ractices) Act, 1884, to county council elections, the word 
“ county ” is to be substituted for borough,” and the words 
” county elector ” for ” burgess ” (r). The word “ chairman ” is to 
bo substituted for the word ” mayor (s), the words “ county aider- 
men” for “aldermen,” the words “ county councillors ” for 
“ councillors ” (t), and the words “clerk of the peace ” for “ town 
clerk ”(a), 

977. The provisions of Part IV. of the Municipal Corporations 
Act, 1882, and of the Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal 
Practices) Act, 1884, apply to a municipal election in the City of 
London (h). For this purpose the expression “ borough ” 
means the City, and “municipal election” means an election 
to the office of mayor, alderman, common councilman, or sheriff, 
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(/) Seo p. 498, ante, 

(m) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 60), s. 89 (7). 

(n) Ibid,^ 8. 90. 

(o) Municipal Election Petition Rules, r. 38. 

(p) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 4G Viet. c. 30), s. 91 (1); 
lirunicipal Election Petition Rules, r. 39. 

(7) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 30), s. 92 (4). 

(r) County Electors Act, 1888 (51 Viet. c. 10), s. 2 (2). 

(s) Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Viet. c. 41), s. 2 (5) (a). 

(0 Ibid,, 8. 2 (2) (0). 

(а) County Electors Act, 1888 (61 Viet. c. 10), s. 7 (2). 

(б) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Vict 0. 70), 8. 36 ; City of London Ballot Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viet. c. xiii.), s. 9. 
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and it includes the election of any officer elected by the mayor, 
aldermen, and liverymen in common-hall (c), and the expression 
“ corporate office *’ includes each of such offices (d) ; and the 
elections of chamberlains, bridgemasters, auditors of chamber- 
lains* and bridgemasters* accounts, and the^ elections of all officers 
to be chosen in and for the City by the liverymen, and all elections 
of aldermen and common councilmen chosen at the wardmotes of 
the City, are subject to these provisions (c). All these elections are 
ill the first instance conducted by a show of hands, but if a poll 
be demanded by any of the candidates or by any two or more of 
the electors, it is to be taken (/). 

978 . The provisions of Part IV. of the Municipal Corporations 
Act, 1882, and of the Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal 
Practices) Act, 1884, with the modifications hereinafter mentioned, 
apply to the offices of mayor and aldermen (7) and of councillors (/i) 
of metropolitan borough councils. They apply equally whether 
the election has been held to supply a casual or an ordinary 
vacancy (t). 

If the petition be one complaining of a corrupt practice, the 
time for presentation is the same as in the case of a petition 


(c) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Vict. c. 70), 8. 35 (1). 

(d) Hid. 

U) City of London Ballot Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Vict. c. xiii.), es. 2, 9. 

(/) As to the mode of election to the office of lord mayor, see Ji. v. Parkt/ns 
(1820), 3 B. & Aid. CG8, 669, 670. It seems that the final election to the 
mayoralty takes place by the lord mayor in office at the time and aldermen 
electing by ballot one of the two aldermen nominated by the liverymen. In the 
case of Scales v. Key (1840), 11 Ad. & El. 819, the right of the court of mayor 
and aldermen of the City of London to adjudge concerning the election and 
return of every person elected at any wardmote was, on evidence before a j udgo 
and jury, found to bo established. No statute has been passed expressly 
abrogating the right, but the Municipal Corporations (Corrupt and Illegal 
Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Vict. c. 70), s. 35, certainly seems to transfer 
such jurisdiction to the Iligh Couit. Apparently, however, as yet no City 
election has been questioned by means of the Municipal Corporations Act, 
1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 60), Part IV. In 1906, a petition against the election of 
a common councilman for the Portsoken ward in the City was brought before 
the court of mayor and aldermen, the Recorder of London sitting as assessor ; but 
the point as to the jurisdiction having ])oen transferred to the Iligh Court 
scorns not to have been definitely raised. The fact that, with respect to these 
elections, the jurisdiction to order inspection of ballot papers is vested in the 
City of London Court “ or in any tribunal in which a municipal election is 
questioned,” with appeal to the Iligh Court, similarly as in the cases of other 
municipal election petitions (see City of London Ballot Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Vict. 
c. xiii.), schedule, s. 4 (a), p. 511, post), tends, it is submitted, to show that 
the general jurisdiction as to trying election petitions has been transferred. 

(g) Local Goveminont Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vict. c. 41), 8. 75 ; London Govern- 
ment Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Vict. c. 14), s. 2 (4). 

(A) London Government Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Vict. 0 . 14), s. 2 (5) ; Local 
Government Act, 1894 (66 & 67 Vict. c. 73), ss. 23 (5), 31 (1), 48 (2), (3) ; 
Metropolitan Borough Oouncillors Election Order, 1 903, rr. 23 (2), 24, Statutory 
Eules and Orders Eevised, Vol. VIII., London County, pp. 43 et sen.). 

(i) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 60), a. 40 ; Idetropolitan 
Borough Councillors Election ()rder, 1903, Sohed. V., r. 40 (1). The election 
of a sheriff of a city is not questionable by petition, but by quo warranto (Pope 
V. Pruton (1900), 17 T. L. E. 182). 



Paut VT.—Petitioxs. 


601 


relating to a municipal election (k), but if it alleges an illegal 
practice, either alone or in conjunction with a corrupt practice, the 
presentation may be made within six weeks after the day o£ the 
election (1), 

Moreover, the security to be found on the presentation of a 
petition relating to any such office in connection with a metropolitan 
borough council is to be found in the same manner as that in which 
a security relating to a petition in connection with a municipal 
election (in) is found, and the amount thereof is to be £60^ unless, 
in any case, the High Court, or a judge thereof, on summons, orders 
that it is to be of a less amount, or of a larger amount not exceeding 
£300 01 ). • 

979 . The provisions with regard to the questioning of the 
election of a councillor of an urban or rural district council, as to 
the security to be given and the time for the presentation of the 
petition, are similar to those prevailing in the case of a petition 
relating to an election to such office on a metropolitan borough 
council (o). The provisions apply equally whether the election has 
been held to fill an ordinary or a casual vacancy ( p). 

980 . The provisions with regard to the questioning of an 
election {q) of councillors of a parish council (r), or the election of 
an annual chairman of a parish meeting, when such election has 
been held upon a poll demanded (s), and the provisions as to the 
security to be given upon the presentation of the petition and as 
to the time for such presentation, are similar to those prevailing 
in the case of a petition relating to an election of an urban or rural 
district councillor (0. 

(k) SoG p. 493, ante; Alotropolitau Borough Councillors l^lection Order, 1903, 
r. 23 (2). 

(/) Jhtd., T. 24 (5). 

(?/<) See p. 498, ante, 

hi) Metropolitan Borough Councillors Election Order, 1903, r. 23 (2) (c). 

(o) Local Ocvornnient Act, 1894 (50 & 57 Vict. c. 73), ss. 23 (5), 24 (*1), 48 (2), 
(3) ; Urban District Councillors Election Order, 1898, rr, 20, 27, Statutory 
Rules and Orders Revised, Vol. IV., District Council, England, pp. 8 et scq . ; 
Rural District Councillors Election Order, 1898, it. 25, 26 Statutory Rules and 
Orders Revised, Vol. IV., District Council, England, pp. 46 et seq 

(p) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Vict. c. 73), s. 48 (4); Urban 
District Councillors Election Order, 1898, Sched. V., r. 40 (1) ; Rural District 
Councillors Election Order, 1898, Sched. V., r. 40 (1). As to the election of 
chairmen of urban and rural district councils, boards of guardians, and 
palish councils, see pp. 375, 382, 389, 393, ante. Such election not being by 
ballot, the provisions of Part IV. of the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 
& 46 Vict. c. 60), appear not to have been made applicable to it. 

(q) The town council may order a new election under the Local Government 
(Elections) Act, 1896 (59 Vict. c. 1), s. 1 (1). 

(r) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Vict. c. 73), s. 3 (6). As to the 
question whether a petition lies where no poll has been demanded, see p. 387, 
ante. When it is too late for a petition the county council can still intervene 
{R. V. MileSt Ex parte Cole (1895), 64 L. J. (Q. B.) 420). In that case a poll had 
been demanded. 

{a) Ihid., 8. 48 (8) ; Sched. I., Part I., r. 7. 

{tS lbid.f B. 48 (2), (3) ; Parish Councillors Election Order, 1901, rr. 36, 37; 
Parish Councillors (Small Parishes) Eirst Election Order, 1898, rr. 34, 35, 
Statutory Rules and Orders Revised, Vol. IX., Parish Council and Parish 
Meeting, England, pp. 46 et aeq. 
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981. In the application of Part IV. of the Municipal Corporations 
Act, 1882, as amended by the Municipal Elections (Corrupt and 
Illegal Practices) Act, 1884, to the election of urban district 
councillors (a), rural district councillors (Z>), or parish councillors, 
references to “ a municipal election ** or to an election to a corporate 
office ” are deemed to be references to the election of an urban 
district councillor, rural district councillor, or parish councillor 
respectively, and the expression “returning officer” is to be 
substituted for the expression “ town clerk ” (c). 

In the case of urban district councils the expression “urban 
district ” or “ ward of an urban district ” is to be substituted for 
“ borough or ward,” and the words “ rate applicable to the general 
expenses of the urban district council ” are to be substituted for 
the words “ borough fund or rate ” (d). 

In the case of rural district councils the word “ voter ” means “ a 
parochial elector, or a person who votes or claims to vote at an 
election of rural district councillors.” The words “ parish or united 
parishes ” and “ poor law union ” are to be substituted for 
“ borough,” and the words “ poor rate of the parish ” or “ poor 
rates of the united parishes ” are to be substituted for “ borough 
fund or borough rate ” (e). 

In the case of parish councils the term “returning officer” includes 
the chairman of a parish meeting held for the election of parish 
councillors, and “ voter ” means “ a parochial elector or a person 
who votes or claims to vote at an election of parish councillors.” 
The words “ pariah ” and “ poor law union” are to be substituted 
for “ borough,” and the expression “ poor rate of the parish ” for 
“ borough fund or borough rate” {/). “ Parish or ward of a parish” 
is to be substituted for “ borough or ward ” (g). 

982. At any parish meeting where a poll has been taken upon 
any matter (/t) a petition questioning the same may be brought in 
like manner as if it were a poll for the election of parish coun- 
cillors (i), and similar provisions prevail as to such a petition as 
to one in the case of an election of parish councillors (/c). 

In the application of these provisions to a poll consequent on a 


(tt) Urban District Councillors Election Order, 1898, r. 26 (2). 

(h) Eural District Councillors Election Order, 1898, r. 26 (2) (b). 

(c) Parish Councillors Election Order, 1901, r. 36 (2) (b), Statutory Rules and 
Orders Revised, Vol. IX., Pariah Council and Parish Meeting, England, pp. 77 
et sea. 

(a) Urban District Councillors Election Order, 1898, r. 26 (2) (b). 

(e) Rural District Councillors Election Order, 1898, r. 25 (2) (b). 

(/) Parish Councillors Election Order, 1901, r. 36(2)(b) ; Parish Councillors 
(Small Parishes) First Election Order, 1898, r. 34 (2) (b). 

{g) Parish Councillors Election Older, 1901, r. 37 (2); Parish Councillors 
(Small Parishes) First Election Order, 1898, r. 35 (2), (3). 

(A) As to the cases in which a poll may be demand^ and is to be taken at a 
pari^ meeting, see Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), Schod. I., 
Pai-t L, r. 7. 
ft) Ihid,, 8. 48 (8), 

(4r) Ibid . ; Parish Meetings (Polls) Order, 1894, Statutory Rules and Orders 
Revised, Vol. IX., Pai^h Council and Parish Meeting, England, pp. 1 et aeq,, 
rr. 15, 16, where there is no parish council ; ParishMeotings (Polls) Order, 1896, 
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parish meeting both in cases where there is (1) and where there is 
not (w) a parish council references to the poll are deemed to be sub- 
stituted for references to a municipal election or to an election to 
a corporate office. The terms “ parish,” “ returning officer at poll 
of parish,” and ** poor rate ” are deemed to be substituted for 
** borough or ward of a borough,” “ town clerk,” and “ borough 
fund or rate respectively.” The expression “ corporate office ” 
in the Act means ** an office to which the parish meeting may 
appoint,” and “ a municipal election ” means ** a poll consequent on 
a parish meeting,” and the expressions “ municipal election court,” 
” municipal election list,” and “ municipal election petition ” are 
construed accordingly (n), and “ voter ” means a parochial elector 
or a person who votes or claims to vote at a poll consequent on a 
parish meeting(o). 

983. The foregoing provisions as to the questioning of an election 
and as to the security to be given on the presentation of the peti- 
tion and as to the time for the presentation thereof apply also to the 
election of a guardian for a poor law union, whether the vacancy to 
1111 which the election has been held has been an ordinary or a 
casual one ( p). 

In the application of those provisions to an election of a guardian 
fora poor law union references to ”a municipal election” or to 
” an election to a corporate office ” are deemed to be references to 
an election of a guardian for a poor law union, the expression 
” returning officer ” is to be substituted for the expression ” town 
clerk,” the word ‘‘voter” means “a parochial elector or a person 
^Yho votes or claims to vote at an election of guardians,” the words 
“parish or united parishes” and “poor law union” are to be 
substituted for “ borough,” and the expressions “ poor rate of the 
parish ” or “ poor rates of the united parishes ” are to be substituted 
for “ borough fund or borough rate ” (q). 

984. By Rules of the Supreme Court under the Local Govern- 
ment Act, 1894, the Municipal Election General Rules (except as 
to the amount of the security) are made applicable to petitions in 
respect of elections under the Local Government Act, 1894, and the 
rules made under that Act (r). For the purposes of such elections 


rr. 16, 17, Statutory Rules and Orders Revised, Vol. IX., Parish Council and 
Pari&h Mooting, England, pp. 23 et seq.y whore there is a paiish council, 

(/) Paiiah Meetings (Polls) Order, 189^, r. 16 (2) (b). 

(m) Parish Meetings (Polls) Order, 1894, r. 15 (2) (b). 

(n) Parish Meetings (Polls) Order, 1895, r. 17 (2), (3) ; Parish Meetings (Polls) 
Order, 1894, r. 16 (2), (3). 

(o) Ibid, 

(p) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 43 
Vict. c. 70), s. 36 (1), and Sched. I. ; Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet, 
c. 73), s. 20 (5), B. 48 (2), (3), (4) ; Guardians (London) Election Order, 1898, 
rr. 24, 25, and Sched. V., r. 40 (1), for Boards of Guardians in London ; 
Guardians (Outside London) Election Order, 1898, rr. 27, 28, and Sched. V., 
r. 40 n), for Boards of Guardians outside London. 

(q) Guardians (Outside Loudon) Election Order, 1898, r. 27 (2) (h) ; Guardians 
(London) Election Order, 1898, r. 24 (2) (b). 

(0 See R. S. C., January 14th, 1895, Statutory Rules and Orders Revised, 
Vol. XII., Supremo Court, England, p. 669. 
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in the forms prescribed by the Municipal Election General Kules, 
“ The Local Government Act, 1894 ” (»), is to be substituted for the 
Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (t). 

985 . Where, in respect of any of the aforesaid elections, a remedy 
is provided by way of an election petition a mandamus will not 
lie (^0. 

986 . Where, under the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882, any 
limited time from or after any date or event is appointed or allowed 
for the doing of any act, or the taking of any proceeding, such time 
is to be computed as exclusive of the day of that date or of the 
happening of that event and as commencing at the beginning of 
the next following day. Such act is to be done or such proceeding 
is to be taken, at the latest, on the last day of the limited time as 
BO computed, unless the last day is a Sunday, Christmas Day, Good 
Friday, or Monday or Tuesday in Easter week, or a day appointed 
for public fast, humiliation, or thanksgiving, in which case any act 
is to be considered as done, or any proceeding is to be considered 
as taken in due time, if such act is done, or such proceeding is taken 
on the next day afterwards, not being one of the days hereinbefore 
specified (x). 

Where any such act is directed or allowed to be done, or any such 
proceeding is directed or allowed to be taken, on a certain day, if 
such day happens to be one of those above specified, the act is to be 
considered as done, or the proceeding is to be considered as taken 
in due time, if such act is done, or such proceeding is taken on the 
next day afterwards not being one of the days above specified (a). 

Where any such act is directed or allowed to be done, or any 
Buch proceeding is directed or allowed to be taken within any time 
not exceeding seven days, the days above specified are not to be 
reckoned in the computation of such time (h). 

These provisions as to the computation of time are applicable to 
county council elections (c), and to the election of mayors and aider- 
men of metropolitan borough councils (d), but they have not been 
made applicable to the election of metropolitan borough councillors 
or to elections in the City of London, or to elections to urban or 
lural district councils, or to parish councils, or to proceedings 
consequent upon a poll held at a parish meeting. 


(s) bG & 57 Viet. c. 73. 

(<} 45 & 46 Viet. c. 50. 

(m) H. V. Miles, Ex parte Cole (1895), 72 L. T. 502. As to the powers of 
tlie eounty council in certain cases with regard to the election of a councillor or 
of a guardian, and with regard to the holding of a first parish meeting and to 
certain other matters, see Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), 
se. 48 (5), 80, and A. v. Miles, Ex parte Cole, supra, 

(05) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 50), Part XTTT., 
t. 230 (1). 

(a) Ibid., s. 230 (2). 

h) Ibid,, 8. 230 (3). 

(c) Ibid, ; Local Government Act, 1888 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 41), s. 75. 

(d) Ibid,; London Government Act, 1899 (62 ^ 63 Viet, c. 14), s. 2 (4). 
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Sub-Seot. 3. — Interlocutory Proceedhigs. 

987. All interlocutory questions and matters, except as to the 
sufficiency of the security, are to be heard and disposed of before a 
judge, who is to have the same control over the proceedings as a 
judge has in the ordinary proceedings of the High Court. They are 
to be heard and disposed of by any judge of the High Court (c). 


(«) Municipal Election Petition Eules, r. 57. Opinion differs on the question 
as to whether this rule includes applications under the Municipal Elections 
(Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 70), or whether such 
applications must be made to a judge on the rota. But it is submitted that 
8. 30 of that Act does not prescribe, with regard to municipal elections, that the 
jurisdiction derived from the Act is to be exercised by a judge on the rota as 
the Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
prescribes with regard to parliamentary elections and the jurisdiction derived 
from that Act, with the exception of jurisdiction relating to indictments or 
other criminal proceedings. It is submitted that the operation of s. 30 of the 
Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet, 
c. 70), 18 limited to matters specified in the opening part of the section, namely, 
criminal proceedings in connection with a corrupt or illegal practice, tho 
removal of incapacity, entailed by the report or conviction of suen practice, on 
pi oof that the evidence of it was perjured, the duties of the Director of Public 
Prosecutions in relation to such o^ence, and all other proceedings in relation 
to such offence. These matters refer to an offence which has been found to 
have been committed in respect of a municipal election, and the section provides 
that the proceedings specified “and all other proceedings in relation thereto” 
(t.c., to such offence) “ shall be the same as if such offence had been committed 
in reference to a parliamentary election.” Thus, it does not ajipear, necessarily, 
to apply to the mere allegation of an offence committed, and it says all other pro- 
ceedings relating to such offence, not all other proceedings relating to a petition 
alleging such offence. The words do not appear to include all the jurisdiction 
given by the Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 
(47 & 48 Viet. c. 70), not, for instance, it is submitted, that of lowing the 
amendment of a petition by an allegation of an illegal practice. 

The section goes on to say that ss. 45, 46, 50 — 57, 59, and 60 of the Corrupt and 
Dlegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), all of which, with 
the partial exception of s. 56 and of s. 59, are in the nature of provisions for 
criminal procedure, shall apply accordingly as if they were re-enacted in the 
Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal* Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Yict. 
c. 70), with the necessary modifications and with certain additions. The words 
declaring that these provisions “ shall apply accordingly ” mean, it is submitted, 
according as they relate to the aforesaid matters specified in the opening part 
of the section. 

It is established that, by s. 56 of the Corrupt and Illegal Practices Preven- 
tion Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Yict. c. 51), theexerciseof any jurisdiction deiivcd from 
that Act by a judge who is not on the rota is precluded (see Shaw v. llecldtt^ 
[1893] 1 Q. B. 779). But in considering whether a like result is produced by the 
above-mentioned application of s. 56 to municipal elections, contained in s. 30 of 
tho Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Yict. 
c. 70), attention is drawn to the following points of difference between the pro- 
visions for petitions relating to parliamentary elections and those relating to 
municipal elections. By r. 44 of the general rules made by the judges on the rota 
relating to the former, there was express provision that, whore practicable, 
interlocutory applications should be heard by a judge on the rota, whereas by 
r. 57 of the general rules made by the judges on tne rota, relating to municipal 
elections, it was provided that they should be heard by any judge of the High 
Court. S. 56 of the Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 
47 Yict. 0 . 61), alludes to the making of rules for the purposes of that Act as well 
as of the Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Yict. c. 126), but, after 
the aforesaid application of s. 66 contained in s. 30 of the Municipal Elections 
(Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Yict. c. 70), s. 30 (b), alludes 
to the making of rules for the purposes of Part IV. of the Municipal Corjporations 
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The notice to be given is the same as in parliamentary election 
petitions, and the provisions as to appealing from the decision of 
the judge on an interlocutory question or matter are also the same 
as in parliamentary election petitions (/*). At least two clear days 
before the making of any interlocutory application or motion to the 
court, notice of it should be given at the Election Petitions Office 
and to the other side (g). 

988. The High Court has, subject to the provisions of the 
Municipal Corporations Act, 1882, as amended by the Municipal 
Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884, the same 
powers, jurisdiction, and authority with respect to a municipal 
election petition, and the proceedings thereon, as if the petition were 
an ordinary action within its jurisdiction (h). 

989. Such particulars as may be necessary to prevent surprise 
and unnecessary expense, and to ensure a fair and efifectual trial, 
may be ordered by the High Court or a judge thereof in the same 
way as in ordinary proceedings in the High Court, and upon such 
terms as to costs and otherwise as may be ordered (i). 

The provisions as to the nature of the particulars ordered, 
the time within which they are ordered, and tho consequences if 
they be not delivered in accordance with the order, are similar to 
those prevailing in parliamentary election petitions (k), 

990. Where a petitioner claims the office for an unsuccessful 
candidate, alleging that ho had a majority of lawful votes, either 


Act, 1882 (45 & 40 Viet. c. 50), and not for any of the purposes of the later Act. 
The only clause in the later Act which refers expressly to tho judges on tlio 
rota is s. 36 (2), which merely provides for the appointment of hamsters as 
commissioners by those judges, a provision previously made by s. 92 (4) of tho 
Municipal Cori)oration8 Act, 1882 (^45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), repealed by the Muni- 
cipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1881 (47 & 48 Vict. c. 70), 
Sched. II. 

If the view here contended is incorrect, the practice which is followed of 
allowing applications for relief under s. 20 and applications under s. 21 (6) 
of the Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Elogal Practices) Act, 1884 (45 & 46 
Vict. c. 50), to be made to tho Divisional Court which happens to bo sitting 
(see Ex parte Forster (190.3), 89 L. T. 18 ; Re Election of (Jouniy Councillors 
(1889), 5 T.L. B. 203, 206, 207; Ex parte Wilks (1885), 16 Q. B. D. 114) is 
irregular. It seems that tho same course used to bo followed in tho case of the 
corresponding applications with regard to pailiainontary elections, hut this 
would seem to be contrary to s. 56 of the Corru])t and Illegal Practices 
Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), and since 1906, in accordance with 
tho opinion of the judges, the practice of making those applications to a judge 
on the rota in court has been adopted. With regard to applications under 
B. 21 (6) of the Municipal Elections (Con*upt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 
(47 & 48 Vict. c. 70), it may be observed, further, that the county court has 
concurrent jurisdiction. It is submitted that tho present practice of allowing 
these applications to be made to the Divisional Court is not contrary to e. 30 of 
the Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Vict. 
c. 70), and, accordingly, that interlocutory applications for the exercise of 
jurisdiction conferred by that Act may be made to a judge not on the rota. 

(/) See p. 423, ante. 

\q) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 50), s. 100 (4). 

(A) See p. 423, ante. 

(i) Mumcipal Election Petition Buies, r. 6. 

ije) See pp. 423 et acj., ante. 
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party must, six days before that appointed for the trial, deliver to 
the master, and, also, at the address, if any, given by the other side, 
a list of the votes whicli such party intends to object to and of the 
heads of the objection to each such vote. Inspection and office copies 
of such lists are allowed by the master to all parties concerned. No 
evidence may be given against the validity of any vote or under 
any head of objection not specified in the list, unless by leave of the 
High Court or a judge thereof upon such terms as to amendment of 
the list, postponement of the inquiry, and payment of costs as may 
be ordered (Z). 

Similar particulars are ordered of votes which are sought to bo 
added (in). 

Where no such particulars have been delivered within the time 
specified, the court has no power to extend the time nor to allow 
evidence of the votes objected to, or of the objections thereto, to bo 
given at the trial (n). 

In respect of such claims there is no jurisdiction to order any 
particulars except the lists and heads of objection specified (o). But 
where a petition contains allegations upon which it claims to have 
the election invalidated, and goes on, further, to pray a scrutiny and 
to claim the office, particulars may be ordered as to the former part 
of the petition, while as to the latter part the said lists and heads of 
objection only may be ordered (p). 

991. W'hen the petition complains of an undue election and claims 
the office for an unsuccessful candidate, the respondent may seek to 
])rove that the election of such candidate was undue, and may call 
evidence to that effect in like manner as if he were petitioning 
against the election of such candidate (q). Such a case is called the 
recriminatory case. If the respondent proposes to call evidence in 
support of such a case he must, six days before that appointed for 
the trial, deliver to the master, and also at the address, if any, given 
by the petitioner, a list of the objections to the election on which he 
intends to rely, and the master is to allow inspection and office 
copies of such lists to all parties concerned (r). No evidence may 
be given by a respondent of any objection not specified in the list 
except with leave of the High Court or of a judge thereof, upon 
such terms as to amendment of the list, postponement of the 
inquiry, and payment of costs as may be ordered (s). The aforesaid 
time, and any time mentioned in any rule of court or judge’s 
order whereby particulars are ordered to be delivered, or any act is 
directed to be done so many days before the day appointed for 
trial, is to be reckoned exclusively of the day of delivery or that 
of doing the act ordered and of the day appointed for trial and, 


(Z) Municipal Election Petition Rules, r. 7. See p. 426, aiite, 

(m) See note ( 3 ), p. 427, ante. 

(n) See note (r), p. 427, ante. 
fo) See note (o), p. 426, ante, 

(p) I hid. 

iq) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 60), s. 93 (10), 
(r) Municipal Election Petition Rules, r. 8. 

(8) I hid. 
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nlso, exclusively of Sunday, Christmas Day, and any day set apart 
for a public fast or a public thanksgiving (t), 

992. A respondent may apply to have a petition dismissed. The 
practice with regard to such application and to the dismissal is the 
same as in the case of parliamentary election petitions (ii), 

Where an application is made to the High Court for relief under 
8. 20 of the Municipal Elect ons (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) 
Act, 1884, the court will refuse such relief, if a petition alleging 
corrupt practices or illegal practices other than that in respect of 
which the application is made is pending But if a petition 
has not actually been presented, though it has been threatened, 
the court may, in its discretion, grant the relief asked (:r) ; and 
even though a petition has been presented, if the only allegation in 
it on which the petition is challenged is the matter in respect of 
which the application is made, the court may, in its discretion, 
grant the relief asked (a). 

993. If all the respondents have given notice of their intention 
not to oppose the petition, and no other person has been admitted 
as a respondent (5), the High Court or a judge thereof may either 
declare the election void or direct the trial to proceed. Notice of 
such order is to be given forthwith by the master to the town clerk, 
and if the election be declared void the office is to be deemed to be 
vacant from the first day, not being a dies non, after the date of the 
order (c). In such case the court or judge may make such order as 
to costs as is j ust (d). 

994. A municipal election petition abates by the death of a sole 
petitioner or of the survivor of several petitioners (e). Notice of 
such abatement is to be given in the borough similarly as in the 
case of such abatement in a parliamentary election petition. 
Similar provisions prevail, also, as to the substitution of a petitioner, 
and as to the application to the High Court or a judge thereof for an 
order for such substitution (/) . 

Security must be given on behalf of a petitioner so substituted as 
in the case of a new petition (g). 

The abatement of a petition is not to affect the liability of the 
petitioner or of any other person to the payment of costs previously 
incurred (h). 


(t) Municipal Election Petition Rules, r. 37. 

(u) See p. 436, ante. 

(w) Kx parte Wtlks (1883), 16 Q. B. D. 114 ; Re Election of County Councillors 
(1889), oT. L. R. 206, 207. 

(a;) lie Election of County Councillors, ibid., 203. 

(a) Ex parte Forster (1903), 89 L. T. 18. In such a case the granting of the 
relief appears to amount, in effect, to a dismissal of the petition. 

(/>) See p. 496, ante, 

(«) Municipal Election Petition Rules, r. 47. 

(ri) Ibid. 

(e) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. c. 60), s. 96 (1) 

(/) Ibid.fB. 96(3); Municipal Election Petition Rules, r. 63; see p. 435, 
ante. 

((/) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 96 (4). 

(A) Ibid., s. 96 (2). 
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995. A petition does not abate by the death of the respondent (t). 

996. A petitioner may not withdraw an election petition without 
the leave of the election court or High Court on special application 
made in the prescribed manner and at the prescribed time and 
place (;). 

The provisions as to the notice to be given of an application for 
leave to withdraw a petition, and as to the service and publication 
thereof, with the exception that there is no provision ordering the 
publication thereof by the petitioner in a newspaper circulating 
in the borough, are similar to the provisions applying to a 
parliamentary election petition (k). 

The application is not to be made until the notice of it has 
been given in the borough (1). If there be more than one petitioner 
the application may not be made unless all the petitioners consent {in), 

997. On the hearing of the application for leave to withdraw 
any person who might have been a petitioner in respect of the 
election in question may apply to the court to be substituted as a 
petitioner, and the court may, if it thinks fit, substitute him 
accordingly (n). Any such person, intending to make an appli- 
cation for substitution, should, within five days after the notice is 
published by the returning officer, give written notice signed by him 
or on his behalf to the master of his intention (o). But the want 
of such notice is not to defeat such person’s application if it be in 
fact made at the hearing (p), 

998. The time and place for hearing the application for leave to 
withdraw are fixed by a judge, and either before the High Court or 


^t) See p. 43^, ante. 

U) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), a. 95 (1). The 
only provisions that have been prescribed as to the actual making of the 
application and as to the time and place thereof, refer to a hearing of it before 
tlie nigh Court, or a judge of the High Court (boo Municipal Election Petition 
Pules, r. 62, tnfra). Thus, it will bo observed, though the Act enables the 
gi anting of the leave by either the election court or by the High Court, it 
does so, in respect of either, with qualifications, and, as regards the application 
to the former, no means of satisfying the qualifications have been jirovided. It 
is submitted, accordingly, that at present the leave can only be obtained on 
application to the High Court or a judge, at least in cases where it is sought 
to withdraw a petition before the trial of it has begun. It will be observed, 
too, that the jiro visions os to notice and the proscribed lapse of time would 
Beem to render the application, if made beforehand, hardly practicable 
before a municipal election court. On the other hand, the provisions of 
the Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 it 
48 Vict. c. 70), s. 26 (7), are worthy of observation, moie especially as they 
were enacted subsequently to the Municipal Election Petition Eules, which, 
as pointed out, fail to prescribe any procedure for the making of the application 
for leave to withdraw to the election court ; see p. 510, j>ost, 

(A') Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict, c. 50), s. 95 (2) ; Municipal 
Election Petition Eules, rr. 58 — 60, p. 431, ante. The word “county” is.^of 
course, to be omitted and “ town clerk ” is to be read for returning officer. Pur 
forms of notices, see rr. 58, 60. 

(/) Municipal Coiporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 50), s. 95 (2). 

Ira) I hid., s. 95 (8). 

{n) Ihid.y 8 . 95 (3). 

(<*) Municipal Election Petition Eules, r. Git 
(p) lh.L 
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before a judge as he may consider advisable, but the hearing is not 
to be less than a week after the notice of the intention to apply has 
been given to the master (q). Notice of the time and place appointed 
for the hearing is to be given to such person or persons, if any, as 
may have given notice to the master of an intention to apply to bo 
substituted for the petitioner, and othoi wise in such manner and 
at such time as the court or judge may direct (r). 

999. The provisions as to the production of afiidavits, as to 
what persons are to make them (with the exception that there is no 
provision that a person not a solicitor, who is lawfully acting as 
agent in the case of an election petition, is to be deemed to be a 
solicitor for the purj)Ose of making such affidavit (s) ), as to what 
the affidavits are to set out, as to the service of copies thereof, 
and as to the powers given to the Director of Public Prosecutions 
on the hearing of an application for leave to wiLlidraw a petition, 
are similar to those prevailing with regard to such an application in 
the case of a parliamentary election petition (/). 

The provisions as to the powers of the court with regard to the 
security already deposited (a), and as to the giving of security by 
the substituted petitioner \b), are similar to those prevailing in 
the like cases with regard to a parliamentary election petition (c). 

Subject to the provisions stated, a substituted petitioner is, as 
nearly as possible, to stand in the same position and to be subject 
to the same liabilities as the original petitioner (d). 

If a petition is withdrawn the petitioner is liable to pay the costs 
of the respondent (c). 

1000. In every case of the withdrawal of an election petition by 
leave of the election court, the election court is to report in writing 
to the High Court whether, in the opinion of the election court, the 
withdrawal of the petition was the result of any agreement, terms, 
or undertaking, or was in consideration of any payment, or in 
consideration that the seat should at any time be vacated, or in 
consideration of the withdrawal of any other election petition, or 
for any other consideration ; and if, in the opinion of the election 


(q) Municipal Election Petition Rules, r. G2. 

(r) Ibid, 

(«) See p. 433, ante; Municipal Election Petition Rules, rr. 9, 10, by which 
provision is made for the appointment of a solicitor only as such agent (see 
p. 49G, ante), 

(t) Municipal Elections ^Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 49 
Viet. c. 70), 8. 26 (1)— (4). See pp. 432-434, ante, 

(a) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), s. 95 (4); Muni- 
cipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 47 Viet. c. 70), 
•. 26 (6). 

(b) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 45 Viet. c. 50), s. 95 (5). 

(c) See p. 434, ante. 

(d) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), s. 95 (6). 

(c) Ibtd.f 8. 95 (7). In the Stamford Case, Cade and Burrow v. Marsh (1906), 
Times, 20th January, where a letter had been sent to the respondent saying that, 
if he did not give up his seat, he would be liable to criminal proceedings, and 
subsequently a petition on unfounded allegations was brought, the court, in 
allowing the petitioner’s application for leave to withdraw the petition, awarded 
tlic respondent costs as between solicitor and client. 
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coart, such is the case it is to state the circumstances attending the 
^vithdrawal (/). 

1001. After receiving notice of the petitioner’s intention to 
apply for leave to withdraw, or of the respondent’s intention not 
to oppose, or of the abatement of the petition by the death of the 
petitioner, or of the death of the respondent, or of his resignation, 
or of his ceasing to hold the office to which the petition relates, if 
the notice be received after notice of trial has been given and 
before the trial has commenced, the master is forthwith to 
countermand the notice of trial. The countermand is to be given 
in the same manner as nearly as possible as the notice of trial (g). 

1002. Notices to produce and admit are in the same form as in 
the proceedings upon a parliamentary election petition (h), and the 
practice with regard thereto and with regard to service thereof is 
the same as in such proceedings (i). 

There is no power to order inspection or discovery of documents, 
nor to make an order for the administration of interrogatories (/c). 

1003. No one is allowed to have inspection of any rejected 
ballot papers, or of any counted ballot papers, or to open the 
sealed packet of counterfoils after it has been once sealed up(Z), 
without an order of the county court having jurisdiction in the 
borough, county, urban district, or poor law union respectively, or 
in any part thereof, or of any tribunal in which a municipal 
election is questioned (m). 

If the application for such order be made to the county court an 
appeal lies in like manner as in other cases from that court (//). 

In the case of municipal elections within the City of London, 
such order is to be obtained from the City of London Court, whence 
the like right of appeal lies, or from any tribunal in which a 
municipal election is questioned (o). 

1004. A commission for the examination of a witness who is ill 
may be ordered by the High Court (p) or by the election court (7). 


(/) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 188i (47 & 48 
Vict. c. 70), 8. 26 (7). 

(</) Municipal Election Petition Eules, r. 40. For form of notice of trial, 
SCO r. 42. 

(h) See pp. 429, 430, ante. 

(/) Ihid. 

{fc) See p. 430, ante. 

(l) As to the custody of those and other documents after the election hni 
been held, and as to the inspection of all other documents in the custody of tho 
town clerk, see p. 3 j0, ante. 

(m) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 33), Schod. L, rr. 40, 41, 64 (b) (a) ; 
Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Vict. c. 73), s. 48 (3). See title CouNiY 
CouiiTS, Vol. Vlll., p 635. 

(n) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 33), Sched. L, r. 64 (b) (n). 

(o) Ihid.y rr, 43, 41 ; City of London Ballot Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Vict. c. xiii.), 
Sebed., s. 4 (a). 

(p) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 50), s. 100 (4). 

(q) Ihid.y s. 92 (6); Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 125), 
B. 29; Staleyhrldge Election Petition (1869), 19 L. T. 703 ; Welh v. Wren (ISSO), 
6 C. P. D. 546, per Lord Coleridge, C.J., at p. 650; R. y. Maidenhead* 
Corporation (13S2), 9 Q. B. J). 496, 500, C. A. 
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The procedure with regard to such examination on commission 
is the same as in the like case with relation to the trial of a 
parliamentary election petition (r). 

1005. The provisions as to the application for and the granting 
of a recount in a municipal election petition are similar to those 
relating to the granting of a recount in a parliamentary election 
petition (s). 

1006. A copy of every order, other than an order giving further 
time for delivering particulars or for costs only, or if the master so 
directs the order itself, or a duplicate of it, is forthwith to be filed 
with the master by the party obtaining it. Similarly, a copy of 
every particular delivered must be filed by the party delivering it. 
Such copies or such order or duplicate are to be produced by the 
registrar at the trial, stamped with the official Beal(0. 

1007. If, upon application being made for that purpose, it appears 
to the High Court that the case raised by the petition can be 
conveniently stated as a special case, the High Court may direct 
it to be so stated, and the decision of the case by the High Court 
shall be final, unless the High Court gives special leave to appeal 
to the Court of Appeal (a). The case is stated in the Divisional 
Court (h). If, in pursuance of leave given by the Divisional Court, 
an appeal is brought to the Court of Appeal, the decision of the 
Court of Appeal is to be final and conclusive (c). The application 
should be made by motion in the Divisional Court (d) or by a 
summons before a judge (e). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — The Hearing. 

1008. Petitions are, as far as conveniently may be, to be tried in 
the order in which they stand in the list (J). 

1009. Two or more candidates may be made respondents to the 
same petition, and their cases may be tried at the same time, bub 
for the purposes of Part IV. of the Municipal Corporations Act, 
1882, the petition is deemed to be a separate petition against 
each (g). 

1010. Where there are two or more petitions relating to the same 
election or to elections held at the same time for different wards of 


fr) See p. 430, ante. 

(s) See p. 427, ante. 

(t) Municipal Election Petition Eulos, r. 35. 

(a) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 4G Viet. c. 60), s. 93 (7) ; ilnd.^ 
B. 242 (3), by virtue of which the Judicature Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Vict. c. 68), 
p. 14, is made applicable; Line v. Warren (1885), 14 Q. B. D. 548, 0. A.; 
JJtresford-lIope v. Sandhurst {Lady) (1889), 23 Q. B. D. 79, 0. A. ; and see 
p. 436, ante. 

(5) Ibid. 

(c) Judicature Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Vict. c. 68), s. 14. 

(a) See p. 436, ante. 

(c) Municipal Election Petition Rules, r. 48. The practice is to apply by 
summons before a judge in chambers. 

(/) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. q. 50), s. 91 (2). 

& Ibid., s. 91 (3). 
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the same borough, they are bracketed together in the list as one 
petition, but they are to take their place in the list where the last 
of them would have stood if it had been the only petition relating 
to that election, unless the High Court otherwise directs (h). 

lOU. An election petition is to be tried in open court (t). The 
time of the trial is to be appointed by the election judges on the 
rota or by any one of them, by whom it is to be signified to the 
master (L), 

Written notice of the appointed time and of the place of 
trial are given by the master by sticking it up in his office, 
sending by post a copy to the address given by the petitioner, and 
one to the address, if any, given by the respondent, and a copy to 
the town clerk of the borough, fifteen days before the day appointed 
for the trial (/). The town clerk is to publish the notice in the 
borough forthwith (m). 

The sticking up of the notice of trial at the office of the master 
constitutes of itself due notice, and it will not be vitiated by any 
miscarriage of such copies or any of them (n). 

1012. A judge may from time to time, by order made upon the 
application of a party to the petition, or by notice, in such form as 
lie may direct, sent to the town clerk, postpone the beginning 
of the trial to such day as he may name. Such notice when 
received is forthwith to be made public by the town clerk (o). 

1013. In the event of the commissioner to whom the trial of a 
petition is assigned not having arrived at the time appointed for 
the trial or to which the trial is postponed, the commencement of 
the trial will ipso facto stand adjourned to the ensuing day, and so 
from day to day (p). 

No formal adjournment of the court for the trial of a municipal 
election petition is necessary after the trial has begun, but the trial 
is to be deemed to be adjourned and may be continued from day to 
day until the inquiry is concluded (q). 

1014. The court has the same power of requiring the attendance of 
any person appearing to it to have been concerned in the election and 
of examining any such person or any person present in court, though 
he is not called and examined by any party to the petition, as a 
court has upon the trial of a parliamentary election petition (?). 


{h) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (4o & 46 Yict. c. oO), s. 91 (4). 
note (/), p. 437, ante, 

(i) Ihid,, 8. 93 (1). 

(k) 1 hid. ; Municipal Election Petition Eulos, r. 40. 

(/) Municipal Election Petition Pules, r. 40. As to the mastor, see p. 403, 
ante, 

{m) I hid, Por form of notice, see r. 42. 

(w) Municipal Election Petition Rules, r. 41. 

(o) Ihid.y r. 43. As to the power of the election court to adjourn tho ir.al 
from time to time and from place to place within the borough or place, so© 
p. 439, ante. 

(p) Ihid.y r. 44. 

Iq) Municipal Election Petition Rules, r. 45. 

(r) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), s. 91 (2), (3). S.o 
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Similarly, a witness may, after his examination by the court, be 
cross-examined by or on behalf of tho petitioner and the respondent 
or either of them (s). 

Any person refusing to obey such order by the court for his 
attendance is thereby guilty of contempt of court and may be 
committed in like manner as such a person may, in the like case, 
be committed by a court for the trial of a parliamentary election 
petition (a). 

1015 . Tlie provisions as to the summoning and swearing of 
witnesses, as to their liability for perjury, as to the obligation upon 
them to answer questions, as to the granting to them of cerlific.ites 
of indemnity, and as to the effects thereof, are similar to tlioso 
prevailing in the case of a parliamentary election petition (h). 

The giving or refusal to give a certificate of indemnity to a 
witness by the election court is to be final and conclusive (c). 

1016 . The master is to send a notice of the trial to the shorthand 
writer to the House of Commons, who is by himself or his deputy 
to attend the trial, and the expenses of the attendance of the short- 
hand writer are to be treated as part of the expenses in receiving 
the court. He is to be sworn by the election court faithfully and 
truly to take down the evidence. He is to take it down at length, 
and a transcript of the notes of tho evidence taken by him 
is, if the election court so directs, to accompany the court’s 
certificate (d), 

1017 . The provisions for the attendance at the trial of municipal 
election petitions of the Director of Public Prosecutions, the 
practice and procedure regulating such attendance, and his cluticg 
and rights in connection therewith and consequent thereon, 
are similar to those prevailing with regard to the trial of a 
parliamentary election petition W, but with regard to persons who 
appear to him to have been guilty of a corrupt or illegal practice, 
and who have not received certificates of indemnity, ho appears in 
the case of a municipal election petition, if he receives no direction 
from the election court, to have a discretion, having regard to the 
interests of justice, as to whether he shall prosecute such persons 


pp. 440, 441, aiite. Por form of order to compel tlio attendance of a perbon as a 
witness, see Municipal Election Petition Pules, r. 54. 

(s) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 50), s. 94 (4). 

(a) Ibid., B. 94 (2); MunicipM Election Petition Rules, rr. 55, 56. See 

р. 440, ante. For form of warrant of committal, see r. 55. 

(h) Corrupt and Elegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
B, 59 ; Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 50), s. 94 (1)— (5) ; 
Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Vict. 

с, 70), s. 30. See pp. 440, 450, 451, ante. In applying the law set out with 
regal’d to parliamentary election petitions to municiiial election petitions, tho 
necessary modifications must always be understood. 

(<•) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Vict. c. 70), s. 30 (o). 

(d) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 60), s. 99 (4) ; Muni- 
cipal Election Petition Rules, r. 52. 

(e) See pp. 442, 443, ante; Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) 
Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Vict. c. 70), s. 28. 
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or nofc(/). Ho has the same power of appearing by his assistant 
or representative as in the case of a parliamentary election petition, 
and the same qualifications are required for his representative ((/), 

1018. An election court has, for the purposes of amunicipal election 
petition, the same powers and privileges as those which are had by 
an election court trying a parliamentary election petition, with the 
exception that any fine or order of committal by a municipal election 
court may, on motion by the person aggrieved, be discharged or 
varied by the High Court, or in vacation by a judge thereof, on such 
terms, if any, as the High Court or judge may think fit(/i). But 
this exception does not extend to any lino or order of committal 
by an election court against any person in respect of any corrupt 
or illegal practice (i). 

1019. No proceedings are to bo defeated by any formal 
objection (/j). 

1020. The trial of every municipal election petition, as far as 
is practicable consistently with the interests of justice in respect 
of such trial, is to bo continued cle die in diem on every lawful day 
until its conclusion (1), 

1021. The place of trial of a municipal election petition is to be 
within the borough (m). 

A petition relating to the election of an urban district councillor 
is to be tried within the urban district to which the election relates(«), 

A petition relating to the election of a rural district councillor for 
a parish may be tried at a^'*y place within the poor law union in 
which the parish is situate (o). 

A petition relating to the election of a parish councillor or to a 
poll consequent on a parish meeting may be tried at any place 
within the poor law union in which the parish is situate ( p). 


Sect. 2. 
In 

Municipal 

Elections. 

Jurisdiction 
of election 
court 


Formal 

objection. 

Trial to be 
continued d« 
die in diem as 
far as possible. 


Place of trial 


(/) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 43 
Vict. c. 70), s. *28 (3), the woidiug of which differs from the coriespondmg pro- 
vihiou in the Corrupt and Illegal Piactices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict, 
c. ol), B. 43 (3), m the different position with regard to the context of tlie 
words, “ if he thinks it expedient in the interests of justice, which are common 
to both. But generally, as to prosecutions, soo p. 525, 2 *ost, 

(q) Municipal l^lcctions (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 43 
Vict. c. 70), s. 28 (8). 

(5) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 50), s. 92 (6). 

(t) Municipal Elections (CoiTupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Vict. c. 70), 8. 28 (7). 

{k) Municipal Election Petition Eules, r. 69. Soe Young v. Figgins (1868), 
19 L. T. 499. 

(/) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Vict. c. 70), s. 27. 

(m^ lu the case of a petition relating to a county council oloction it is to be 
within the county ; seo p. 499, ante. 

(??) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 60), s. 93 (2) ; Urban 
Bistrict Councillors Election Order, 1898, r. 26 (2) (b). 

(o) Eural District OounciUors Election Order, 1898, r. 26 (0). 
ip) Parish Councillors Election Order, 1901, r. 37 (0); Parish Councillors 
(Small Parishes) Eirst Election Order, 1898, r. 35 (6); Parish Meetings (Polls) 
Older, 1894 (where there is no parish council), r, 16 (5); Parish Meeting* 
(Poll*) Order, 1895 (where there is a parish council), r 17 (5). 
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The place of trial of a petition relating to the election of a 
guardian is to be within the poor law union to which the election 
relates (q), 

1022. With regard to the place of trial of a petition relating to 
any of the elections mentioned, if the High Court is satisfied that 
special circumstances exist rendering it desirable that the petition 
should be tried elsewhere than in the place stated it may appoint 
some other convenient place (r). 

If the building in which it is proposed to hold the trial is 
situated on land which does not form part of the borough, although 
it is within the confines thereof, application should be made to the 
High Court for an order giving leave for the trial of the petitioii 
in such building (a). 

1023. Subject to the provisions of the Municipal Corporations 
Act, 1882, and of the rules made under it, the principles, practice, 
and rules for the time being observed in the case of parliamentary 
election petitions, and, in particular, the principles and rules with 
regard to agency and evidence, and to a scrutiny and to the 
declaring any person elected in the place of any other person 
declared to have been not duly elected, are to be observed as far as 
possible in the case of a municipal election petition (h). 

1024. The practice as to the production and admission of 
documents (c), and with regard to the admission, rejection, and 
production of evidence, and the mode and order of itss reception, are 
the same as upon the trial of a parliamentary election petition (d), 

1025. On the trial of a petition complaining of an undue election 
and claiming the office for some person, the respondent may give 
evidence to prove that such person was not duly elected, in the 
same manner as if he had presented a petition against the election 
of that person (e), 

1026. If, on the trial of a petition, a recriminatory case is raised, 
the practice and procedure with regard to the admissibility of such 
a ca:>e and the conduct and hearing thereof are similar to those 


(7) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal rractiees) Act, 18S1 (47 & 4H 
Viet. c. 70), 8 . 36 (1) (e) ; Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Vict. c. 73), 
B. 48 (2), (3); Guaidians (London) Election Order, 1898, r. 24 (2) (b) ; Guardians 
(Outside London) Election Order, 1898, r, 27 (2) (b). 

(? ) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 05 & 46 Vict. c. 60), s. 93 (2). As to 
what must be the nature of such special circumstances, see p. 438, ante, 

(a) See ihid. 

(/;) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 60), s. 100 (3). 

(r) See p. 452, ante, 

((/) See p. 445, ante. In applying the various provisions to municipal election 
petitions, the nccessaiy alterations must of course be understood. Thu*:!, 
“ollico’^ must be read for “ seat,” and other obvious modifications must bo 
made. With such modifications, and with the exception of matters which 
are, self evidently, applicable only to parliamentary election petitions, and 
subject to any special provisions relating to municipal election petitions which 
aio set out herein the provisions as to the hearing of a parliamentary eloctiou 
petition may he read as applying to the trial of a municipal election petition. 

(e) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Vict. c. 50), s. 93 (10). 
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prevailing, in the like instance, on the trial of a parliamentary 
election petition (/). 

1027. The practice and procedure with regard to a scrutiny are 
the same as those prevailing with regard thereto in connection 
with a parliamentary election petition (f/). 

1028. A person who has voted at a municipal election by ballot 
may not in any proceeding questioning the election be required to 
state for whom he has voted (h). 

1029. The functions of the court with regard to the pursuance of 
inquiry into charges which may have been raised, when such inquiry 
is not necessary to the determination of the issue, or in regard to 
the pursuance of such inquiry after the issue has been determined, 
are the same as those, in the like regard, of a court trying a parlia- 
mentary election petition (i). 

Once the issue has been determined there is no obligation upon 
either of the parties to pursue the inquiry (k). 

1030. Where an order is made for the production by the to\Mi 
clerk of any document in his possession relating to any speciiied 
election, the production by the clerk or his agent of the document 
ordered, in such manner as may be directed by such order, or by a 
rule of a court having power to make such order, shall be conclusive 
evidence that such document relates to the specified election ; and 
any indorsement appearing on any packet of ballot papers produced 
by the clerk or his agent shall be evidence of such papers being 
what they are stated to bo by the indorsement. The production 
from proper custody of a ballot paper purporting to have been used 
at any election, and of a counterfoil marked with the same printed 
number and having a number marked thereon in writing, shall be 
priind facie evidence that the person who voted by such ballot 
paper was the person who at the time of such election had affixed 
to his name in the register of voters at such election the same 
number as the number written on such counterfoil (/). 

1031. The provisions as to the reservation by a municipal 
election court of questions of law for the consideration of the High 
Court are similar to those regulating the reservation of questions 
of law by judges trying a parliamentary election petition (/??), 
and the practice and procedure with regard thereto are also 
similar (??). 
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(/) See p. 4.53, ante, 

{(/) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 40 Viet. c. 50), s. 100 (3). See 
I"). 454, ante. 

{h) Ihid.f s. 104. See p. 419, ajite, 

(i) See p. 446, ante, 

(/c) See p. 4-13, ante. 

(/) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), Sched. L, Part I., r. 43, and 
Part II., r. 64 (b). 

(pi) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 93 (8). See 
p. 469, ante. 

(n) See p. 460, ante. 
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Sect. 2« Sub-Sect. 6,— Judgment and its Effects, 

Mni^'n 1 1032. At the conclusion of the trial the election court determines 

Elections ^^6 person whose election is complained of, or any and 

* what other person was duly elected, or whether the election was 

Determina- void, and forthwith certifies such determination in writing to the 
eJectSncouit. Court. The determination so certified is final to all intents ns 
to the matters at issue on the petition (o). It is the practice for the 
court in giving judgment to give the reasons on which the judgment 
is based (p). 

iirport to 1033. Where a charge is made in an election petition of any 
Uigh Couit. corrupt or illegal practice having been committed at the election in 
question, the election court must, in addition to its certificate and 
at the time of the making thereof, report in writing to the High 
Court : — 

(1) Whether any corrupt or illegal practice has or has not been 
proved to have been committed by or with the kno\A ledge and 
consent of any candidate at such election, and the nature of such 
corrupt or illegal practice (^); 

(2) The names of all persons, if any, who have been proved at 
the trial to have been guilty of any corrupt or illegal practice (?•) ; 

(3) Whether any corrupt practices have extensively prevailed at 
such election in the borough or in any ward thereof, or whether there 
is reason to believe that any corrupt practices have so prevailed («); 

(4) Whether any candidate at such election has been guilty by 
his agents of any corrupt practice in reference thereto (f) ; 

(5) Where an illegal practice is charged in the petition, whether 
any candidate at such election has by himself or by his agents been 
guilty of an illegal practice in reference thereto {a). 

If any person or persons is or are reported to have been guilty of 
any corrupt or illegal practice the election court is further to report — 

(6) Whether or not such person or persons has or have been 
furnished with a certificate of indemnity (/>). 

Where, upon the trial of an election petition, it is found by the 
election court that illegal practices, or offences of illegal payment, 
employment, or hiring, committed in reference to the election in 
question for the purposes of promoting the election of a candidate 
thereat, have so extensively i)revailed that they may be reasonably 


(o) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 93 (4) ; see also 

р. 460, ante. 

(p) See p. 461, ante. 

\q) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 93 (5) (a) ; 
Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Vict. 

с. 70), s. 8 (1). He will not bo deprived of bis franchise unless his knowledgo 
and consent can bo shown {Morris y. Shrewsbury Town CIet% [1909] 1 K. B. 312). 

(r) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 50), s. 93 (5) (b) ; 
Municipal Elections (CoiTupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Vict. 
c. 70), s. 8 (1). 

(s) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 40 Vict. c. 50), s. 93 (5) (c). 

{t) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Piacticos) Act, 1881 (17 & 48 
Vict. c. 70), 8. 3 (2). 

(a) Ibid.y 8 . 8 (2). 

[b) Ibid.y s. 30; Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (IG & 47 

Vict. c. 51), s. 60, 
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supposed to have affected the result of the election, the election 
court is to report such finding to the High Court (c). 

1034. Where an^' person or persons is or are reported to have 
been guilty of any rrupt or illegal practice, the report should bo 
laid before the Attorney-General with a view to his instituting or 
directing a prosecution against any such person or persons who 
may not have received a certificate of indemnity, if the evidence 
should, in the opinion of the Attorney-General, be sufficient to 
support a prosecution (d). 

1035. Before any person who is neither a party to an election 
petition nor a candidate on whose behalf the office is claimed 
thereby is reported by the election court to have been guilty of any 
corrupt or illegal practice, the court must cause notice to be given 
to such person, and if he appears, in pursuance thereof, the court 
is to give him an opportunity of being heard by himself and of 
calling evidence in his defence to show why he should not bo 
so reported (e). 

1036. If any person, in consequence of the report of an election 
court, becomes incapable of being elected to or sitting in the House 
of Commons, or of being elected to or holding any public or judicial 
office, and if such person at the date of such report has been so 
elected or holds any such office, then his seat or office, as the case 
may be, is to bo vacated as from that date (/). 

1037. At the time of making its report to the High Court the 
election court may also make a special report thereto as to any 
matters arising in the course of the trial an account of which, in its 
judgment, ought to be submitted to the High Court (r/). This report 
is not final and conclusive as to the matters contained in it (//). 

1038. When the commissioner has given his judgment and has 
signed and delivered the certificate which he makes to the High 
Court, the petition is concluded, and is, therefore, no longer 
affected by any event which may happen during the time which 
intervenes between the moment when the commissioner has 
finally parted with his certificate and the moment W'hen it readies 
the High Court, though such event be one which, if it had 
happeiu'd earlier, would have caused the petition to abate or 
drop (/). 


(c) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Viet. c. 70), e. 18. 

(d) I htd., 8. 30 ; Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (40 & 47 
Vict. c. 51), s. 60. 

(c) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 V ict. 
c. 70), s. 23, and Sclied. HI., Part II., apjdyiug Ooriupt and Illegal Practices 
Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), s. 38 (1). As to the practice there- 
upon, see note (wi), p. 462, ante. 

(/) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 43 
Vict. c. 70), 8. 31. The same consequences follow fiom a conviction under ihe 
Act {ibid.), 

(<f) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict o. 50), s. 93 (6). 

(h) See note («), p. 462, ante. 
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In 
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Elections. 

Discretion as 
to costs. 


Practice. 


Sub-Seot. 6.—Co8ti, 

1039 . All the costs of a petition or incidental to it, ot of any 
proceedings in connection therewith, with the exception of those 
specifically provided for by the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882, 
as amended by the Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal 
Practices) Act, 1884(^’), are to be borne by the parties in such 
manner and proportion as the election court may determine. In 
particular any costs, charges, or expenses which in the opinion of 
the court have been caused by vexatious conduct, unfounded 
allegations, or unfounded objections, on the part either of the 
petitioner or of the respondent, and any needless expense incurred 
or caused by either of the parties, may be ordered to be defrayed by 
the party by whom it has been incurred or caused, whether such 
party is or is not successful on the whole (/). 

The principles, practice, and procedure which prevail upon the 
trial of a parliamentary election petition in regard to the dealing 
with costs (m) apply also to the dealing therewith upon the trial 
of a municipal election petition (?i). 

The discretion of the election court in dealing with costs 
is absolute, and cannot be interfered with after it has been 
exercised (o). 


Expenses of 
witnesses. 


High Court 
principles to 

tpplj. 


1040 . The reasonable expenses incurred by any person in 
appearing to give evidence at the trial may be allowed him, 
according to the scale allowed to witnesses on the triiil of civil 
actions at the assizes, by a certificate of the election court or of 
the prescribed officer (p). 

The provisions as to the ascertainment and certifying of the 
expenses of witnesses are similar to those prevailing as regards a 
parliamentary election petition (q). The principles of the rules and 
regulations of the Supreme Court with regard to costs in actions, 
causes, and matters in the High Court, and, as far as practicable, 
the rules and regulations themselves, are to apply to the costs of 
municipal election petitions and of other proceedings under Part IV. 


(Jc) As to sjiecial provisions as to costs under this latter Act, see pp. e021 — 
C23, post, 

{1) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 98 (1). 

fw) See p. 472, ante, 

{n) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 f45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 98 (1), which is 
almost identically the same as s. 41 of tne Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868, 
which deals with the costs of a parliamentary election petition. 

(o) Lovering v. Dawson (No. 2} (1875), L. fL 10 C. P. 726. 

(p) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), s. 94 (9). 
See p. 478, ante, as to the question of who is meant by the “prescribed 
officer’* in this connection. The duties assigned to the prescribed officer 
are to be performed by the master (see ihid,, s. 100 (5) ). K. 63 of the 
Municipal Election Petition Buies, however, says that “ the amount to be paid to 
any witness whose expenses shall be allowed by the commissioner trying 
the petition shall be ascertained and certified by the registrar, or, iu the 
event of his becoming incapacitated from giving such certificate, by the 
commissioner. 

(g) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 94 (9) ; Municipal 
Election Petition Bmes, r. 63 ; see p. 477, ante. 
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of the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882, and under the Municipal 
Eleetione (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (r). 

1041. The costs of the Director of Public Prosecutions, including 
the remuneration of his representatives, are payable, in the first 
instance, by the Treasury, and, so far as they are not, in the case of 
any prosecution, paid by the defendant, they are to be treated as 
expenses of the election court and are to be paid accordingly (s ) ; but 
if for any reasonable cause it seems just to the court to do so, tlio 
court is to order all or part of the costs to be repaid to the Treasury 
by the parties to the petition, or such of them as the court may 
direct (0* 

1042. The practice with regard to the disposition of costs where 
a returning officer is respondent is the same as that prevailing in 
the like case in parliamentary election j)etitions (a). 

1043. The office fees payable for inspection, office copies, enrol- 
ment, and other proceedings are the same as those payable for like 
proceedings according to the practice of the High Court (/>). 

1044. Costs are to be taxed by the master, or at his request by 
any master of the Supreme Court (Taxing Department), upon the 
order by which they are payable. Costs, when taxed, may be 
recovered in like manner as if payable under a judgment or order 
of a judge in the ordinary proceedings in the High Court (c). If 
there is money in the Bank of England available for the purpose, 
they may up to the extent of such money be recovered by order of 
the Lord Chief Justice (d), 

1045. If a petitioner neglect or refuse for the space of three months 
after demand to pay to any person summoned as a witness on his 
behalf, or to the respondent, any sum certified to be due to liim for 
his costs, charges, and expenses, and, if such neglect or refusal be, 
within a year after such demand, proved to the satisfaction of the 
High Court, every person who has under the Municipal Corporations 


(r) Municipal Elections (CoiTupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Viet. c. 70), 8. 29 (3). The section goes on to say that the taxin" master is not 
to allow any such costs, charges or expenses on a higher scjile than that which 
would be allowed in any action, cause or matter in the High Court on the higher 
scale as between solicitor and client. But it would seem that now in virtue of 
the Eules of the Supreme Court, Ord. 65, r. 27 (29), the master is no longer so 
restricted. See Mclver <fc Co., Ltd. v. Tate Steamers^ Ltd.^ [1902] 2 K. B. 1 84, C. A. ; 
Ite Ermen., Tatham v. Ermen, [1903] 2 Ch. 150 ; Cavendish v. Stridt, [1904] 1 Ch. 
524; Re Burroughs f Wellcome ACo.^s Trade Marks (1904), 22 R. P. C. 164. In 
the Shrewsbury Case^ 1903 (Rogers on Elections, Vol. III., 18th ed., p. 714), the-^o 
were followed by Bucknill, J. 

The court seldom makes an order for costs on the higher scale {Kennington 
Division Case (1886), 4 O’M. & H. 93, 95) ; see note (/«), p. 477, ante. 

(«) As to payment of the expenses of the election court, see p. 491, ante. 

(t) Municipal Elections (CoiTupt and Illegal Practices), Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Viet. c. 70), s. 28 (9) ; see note (0» p. 475, ante, 

(a) See p. 476, ante. 

(b) Municipal Election Petition Rules, r. 68. 

(c) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 40 Viet. o. 50), s. 98 (2) ; Municipal 
Election Rules, r. OS. 

(d) Ibid, 
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Act, 1882, entered into a recognisance relating to the petition is 
to be held to have made a default in his recognisance. The 
master is thereupon to certify the recognisance to be forfeited, and 
it is to be dealt with as a forfeited recognisance relating to a 
parliamentary election petition (c). 

1046. "Where under the Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal 
Practices) Act, 1884, or under an order of a municipal election court, 
any costs or other sums are payable by any person, they constitute 
a simple contract debt due from such person to tho person or persons 
to whom they are to be paid and are recoverable accordingly ; if 
they are payable to the Treasury they constitute a debt to the 
Crown and are recoverable accordingly (/). 

1047. Where a candidate applies to the election court under the 
Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884, ss. 20 
and 21, for relief in accordance with the provisions therein con- 
tained, he must bear the costs of the relief so obtained, and if 
the application be opposed it is the practice to order the applicant 
to pay the costs of the opposition to it (y). 

1048. If upon the trial of a petition it appears to the election 
court that it has not been proved that a corrupt practice has been 
committed in reference to the election in question by or with the 
knowledge and consent of the respondent, and that the respondent 
took all reasonable means to prevent corrupt practices being com- 
mitted on his behalf, the court may make one or more of tho 
following orders with respect to the payment of the whole of the 
costs of the petition, or of such part of the costs as the court may 
think fit ; — 

(1) If it appears to the court that corrupt practices have ex ton- 
si vely prevailed in reference to such election, the court may order 
tho wliolo or part of the costs to he paid by the borough. 

(2) If it appears to the court that any person or persons is or aro 
proved, whether by providing money or otherwise, to have been 
extensively engaged in corrupt i)ractices or to have encoui-agod (^r 
])romoted extensive corrupt pnictices in reference to such election, 
the court may, after giving such person or persons an opportunity 
of being heard by counsel or solicitor and examining and cross- 
examining witnesses to show cause why tho order should not be 
made, order the whole or part of the costs to be paid by sncli 
person or persons or any of them, and may order that if the costs 
cannot be recovered from one or more of such i^ersons they shall 
bo paid by some other of such persons or by either of the parties to 
the petition (//). 

Where any person appears to tho court to have been guilty of the 


{e) Municipal Corporatione Act, 1882 (4o & 46 Viet, a 60), s. 98(3); ioo 
p. 480, ante. 

{/) //hU, 8.32(2). 

(fir) See pp. 476, 477, ante. 

Ih) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Ulogal Practices) Act, 1884 '47 & 43 
Viet. c. 70), 8. 29 (1). > > . 
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ofTence of a corrupt or illegal practice, the court may, after giving 
Buch person an opportunity of making a statement to show why the 
order should not be made, order the whole or any part of the costs 
of or incidental to any proceeding before the court in relation to 
Biich offence or to such person to bo paid by such person (i), 

1049. Where under an order of a municipal election court any 
costs of a petition are to be paid by a borough, such costs are to oo 
paid out of the borough fund or borough rate (k), 

1050. The election court may, in its discretion, order that the 
remuneration and allowances payable to the commissioner in respect 
of the trial of an election petition, and to any otlicers, clerks, or 
shorthand writers and the expenses incurred by the town clerk in 
receiving the election court, be repaid wholly or in part to the 
Treasury or to the town clerk, as the case may* be — 

(1) By the petitioner, if in the opinion of the election court the 
petition is frivolous and vexatious ; or 

(2) By the respondent, when in the opinion of the election court 
he has been personally guilty of corrupt practices at the election (/). 

Such an order may be enforced as an order for payment of 
costs (m). But a deposit made or a security given as hereinbefore 
prescribed is not to be applied for any such repayment to the 
Treasury or to the town clerk until all costs and expenses payable 
by the i^etitioner or respondent to any party to the petition have 
been satisfied (n). 

1051. The expenses of witnesses called and examined by the 
election court are to form part of the expenses of providing a 
court (o). 

1052. The order of the master for payment of costs has the same 
force as an order made by a judge, and may be enforced in like 
manner as a judge’s order in an ordinary proceeding in the High 
Couit ip). 

1053. When the petition is finally concluded by the judgment of 
the election court and the giving of the certificate under the hand 
of the court, if the court has, also, by the same time given its decision 
as to costs, the right of the party or parties to whom such costs are 
awarded becomes vested, and the right to have such costs taxed will 
not be affected by any event happening after such conclusion of the 
petition, which, if it had happened earlier, might have caused the 
petition to abate or drop (a). 


(t) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal rracticcs) Act, 1881 (47 & 43 
Viet. c. 70), s. 29 (2). 

(Jc) Hid., 8. 32 (1). 

u) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 4G Yict. c. 50), s. 101 (2). 
nv) See p. 521, ante, 

hi) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 40 Viet. c. 50), s. 101 (3). 

(o) find., s. 94 (9). 

u)) ^lunicipal Election Petition Rules, r. 34. 

(a) See note (/) on p. 480, ante* 
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Sub-Sect. 7. — Disqualification of Individuals, 

1054. A person who commits any corrupt practice in reference to 
a municipal election becomes guilty of the like offence, and upon 
conviction is liable to the like punishment and is subject to the 
like incapacities as if the corrupt practice had been committed in 
reference to a parliamentary election {b). 

1055. Where the election court reports that any corrupt practice 
other than treating and undue influence, has been proved to have 
been committed, with reference to the election in question, by or with 
the knowledge and consent of any candidate at such election, or that 
the offence of treating or undue influence has been proved to have 
been committed at such election by any such candidate, that 
candidate shall not be capable of ever holding a corporate office 
in the borough to which or to any ward of which the election 
related, and if he has been elected his election shall be void. He 
is, further, to be subject to the same incapacities as if, at the date 
of such report, he had been convicted of a corrupt practice (c). 

1056. Where upon the trial of a petition charging the commissi^ n 
of a corrupt practice in respect to the election in question the 
election court reports that any candidate at such election has been 
guilty by his agents of any corrupt practice in reference thereto, 
that candidate shall not be capable of being elected to or holding any 
corporate office in the borough to which or to any ward of which 
the election related during a period of three years from the date of 
the report, and if he has been elected his election is to be void (d). 

1057. Where, upon the trial of an election petition respecting a 
municipal election for a borough or ward of a borough, the election 
court reports that illegal practices or offences of illegal payment, 
employment, or hiring committed in reference to such election for 
the purpose of promoting the election of a candidate thereat have 
so extensively prevailed that they may be reasonably supposed to 
have affected the result of the election, if such candidate has 
been elected his election is to be void, and he is not during the 
period for which he was elected to serve, or for which if elected he 
might have served, to be capable of being elected to or of holding 
any corporate office in the said borough (c). 

1058. Where, upon the trial of a petition charging the commission 
of an illegal practice in reference to the election in question, the 
election court reports that any candidate at such election has been 
guilty by himself or his agents of any illegal practice in reference 
thereto, such candidate shall not be capable of being elected to or 
of holding any corporate office in the borough to which or to any 


{h) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Vict. c. 70), 8. 2 (2). 

(c) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Vict. c. 70), s. 3 (1). 

((/) /feia., 8. 3 (2). But, where tho corrupt practice consists of treating and 
undue influence, or either of these offences, as to the authorised excuse and 
exception which obviate such incapacitation and avoidance of the election, see 
ibid.y 8. 19, and p. 398, ante. 
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ward of which the election related during the period for which he was 
elected to serve, or for which if elected he might have served, and 
if he was elected his election is to be void (/). If the report is that 
such candidate has himself been guilty of such illegal practice he 
is further to be subject to the same incapacities as if at the date of 
the report he had been convicted of such illegal practice (^7). 

1059. If a justice of the peace, a barrister, a solicitor, or a person 
belonging to any profession the admission to which is regulated by 
law is reported by the election court to have been guilty of any 
corrupt practice, or if a licensed person is reported to have know- 
ingly suffered any bribery or treating in relation to any election to 
take place upon his licensed premises, the provisions consequential 
upon such report are the same as those consequential upon such 
report by a court trying a parliamentary election petition {h). 

1060. The provisions as to the removal of an incapacity resulting 
from a report by an election court based upon evidence which 
subsequently proves to have been perjured are the same as those 
prevailing in the like case wuth relation to a report made by a 
court trying a parliamentary election petition (i). 

Part VII. — Criminal Law, Penal Actions 
and Injunctions. 

Sect. 1. — Criminal Laiv. 

1061. There are certain offences not falling within the provisions 
of the ordinary criminal law which can be committed in relation 
to elections. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Ftionics. 

1062. Personation (/c), or the aiding, abetting, counselling or 
procuring (Z) of that offence, is a felony (in). Proceedings may bo 
commenced either at the time of the election or subsequently (n). 

(/) Municipal Electiona (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Viet. c. 70), s. 8 (2). 

{(f) 2 hid. Put as to authorised excuses and excei)tiona, see Municipal 
Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Yict. c. 70), ss. 19, 
20, 21 (7).^ ^ 

(h) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Piactices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet, 
c. 70), 8. 23, Sched. III., Part II., applying Corrupt and Illegal Practices 
Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. 0 . oi), s. 38 (6), (7), (8); see p. 485, ante, 
A candidate reported for a corrupt practice committed by his agents without his 
liiiowlodge ana consent is not disentitled to bo put on the register for the 
period of seven years {I\f orris v. Shreivslmry Town Vlcrh, [1909] 1 K. B. 342). 

(i) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 4S 
Vict. c. 70), B. 30 ; Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883(46 &47 
Yict. c. 51), s. 46. See p. 486, ante 

(k) See p. 292, ante. 

(/) See title Ciuminal Law and Procedube, Yol. IX., p. 254. 

{m) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (16 & 47 Yict. c. 51), 
8. 6 (2). As to whether an indictment would lio for fraudulent personation at 
common law, see R. v. Bent (1846), 2 Oar. & Kir 179. But in Ireland Pali.es, 
C.B., doubted the law stated by Williams, J., in that case, and was prepared to 
hold that such an indictment would be good {R, v. Clarke, n900] 2 1. R. 304, 306). 

(n) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Yict. c. 18), ss. 86—90? 
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Elections. 


Sect. 1. 1063. If afc the time a person applies for a ballot paper at the 

Criminal election, or after he has so applied, and before he leaves the polling 

Law. station, a personation agent (o) duly appointed declares to the 
Prose^on reluming officer, or his deputy presiding therein, that he veiily 
by pci-sona- believes and undertakes to prove that the said person so applying is 

tion agents, not in hict(p) the person in whoso name he so applies, or to the 

like effect, then the returning officer or his deputy (which expression 
includes a presiding officer, but not a clerk (a) ) is required, imme- 
diately after such person has applied for a ballot paper, to order 
any constable or Dther peace officer to take the said person into his 
custody, which order will be a sufficient warrant and authority to 
the constable or peace officer for so doing (/;). 

OflFcndcr 1064. Every such constable or peace officer must take such 

two earliest convenient time before two justices of the 

peace acting in and for the constituency (c). But in case the 
attendance of two such justices cannot be jn'ocured within the 
space of three hours after the close of the poll on the same day 
on which such person shall have been taken into custody, the said 
constable or peace officer is required, at the request of such person, 
to take him before any one justice of the peace acting as aforesaid, 
and such justice is authorised and required to liberate him on his 
entering into a recognisance, with one sufficient surety, conditioned 
to appear before any two such justices, at a time and place to be 
specified in such recognisance, to answer the said charge ; and if no 
such justice is found within four hours after the closing of the said 
poll, then such person must be forthwith discharged from custody (d). 
If in consequence of the absence of such justices, or for any other 
cause, the said charge cannot bo inquired into within the time 
aforesaid, any Wo such justices may inquire into the same on the 
next or on some other subsequent day and, if necessary, may issue 
their warrant for the apprehension of the person so charged (e). If 
on the hearing of the charge the two justices are satisfied upon 
tlio evidence on oath of not less than two credible witnesses that 
the person bi ought before them has knowingly personated and 
falsely applied for a ballot paper in the name of some other person, 
and is not in fact the person in whose name he so applied, then 
the two justices may commit the said offender to the local gaol to 
taive his trial, and may bind over the witnesses in their respective 
recognisances to appear and give evidence on such trial as in the 
case of misdemeanours (/). 

Ballot Act, 1S72 (llo & 30 Viet. c. 33), s. 24 ; and Corrupt and Illegal Practices 
Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), ss. 43 — 45. 

(o) Sco p. 321, ante. 

(p) If he is the person intended, and the overseers have merely made a 
mistake in his name, this is not personation (11. y. Fox (1887), 16 Cox, C. C. 166). 

(a) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), Sched. I., Part I., r. 50. 

(/>) Parliamentary Voters llcgistration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 86, as 
amended by Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet, c. 33), s. 15. 

(r) IhuL, s. 87. 

(d) Ibid, 

(e) Ibid. 

If) 8. 88. The section says “other misdemeanours*’; but porsoua- 

tion is now a felony (see p. 625, aide) ; boo also Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. 
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1065, If the justices, on the hearing of the charge, are satisfied 
that the person charged with personation is really and in truth the 
person in whose name he applied for a ballot paper, and that the 
charge of personation has been made against him without reason- 
able or just cause, or if the agent so declaring as aforesaid, or some- 
one on his behalf, does not appear to support such charge before 
the said justices, then they must make an order in writing under 
their hands on the said agent so declaring to pay to the person so 
falsely charged, if he consents to accept the same, any sum, not 
exceeding the sum of £'10 nor less than £5, by way of damages and 
costs ; and if such sum is not paid within twenty-four hours after 
the order has been made, then the same must be levied, by warrant 
under the hand and seal of any justice of the peace acting as 
aforesaid, by distress and sale of the goods and chattels of the said 
agent ; and in case no sufficient goods or chattels of the said agent 
can be found on which such levy can be made, then the same is to 
be levied in like manner on the goods and chattels of the candidate 
by whom such agent was so appointed to act; and in case the 
said sum is not paid or levied in the manner aforesaid, then the 
said person to whom the said sum of money was so ordered to he 
paid may recover the same from the said agent or candidate, \\ilh 
full costs of suit, in an action of debt to be brought in the High 
Court (^). If the person so falsely charged has declared to the 
said justices his consent to accept such sum by way of damages and 
costs, and if the whole amount of the sum so ordered to be paid has 
been paid or tendered to such person, the said agent, candidate, 
and every other person is to be released from all actions or other 
proceedings, civil or criminal, for or in respect of the said charge 
and apprehension (Ji). The high sheriff of any county and the 
mayor or returning officer of any city or borough must provide a 
sufficient attendance of constables or peace officers in each polling 
station within their respective counties, cities or boroughs (i)* 

1066. It is the duty of the returning officer (4) to institute a 
prosecution against any person whom he may believe to have been 
guilty of personation, or of aiding, abetting, committing, or pro- 
curing the commission of the offence of personation, by any person 
at the election for which he is returning officer, and the costs and 
expenses of the prosecutor and the witnesses in such case, togclher 
with compensation for their trouble and loss of time, are to be 
allowed by the court in the same manner in -which courts are 
empowered to allow the same in other cases of felony (/). 

c. 33), s. 15, as to the meaning of “assuming to vote” (“assuming to volo” 
ie by that section the same as “ applying for a ballot paper ”). 

(y) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (C & 7 Viet c. IS), s. 89, 
The duty of the justices to make an order is apparently enforceable by maiiila- 
miis. A rule was granted in It. v. Ktlmersdon Justices, Kx path- llcnn fiyiO, 
March 17, unreported). But Piiillimoue, J., doubted whether the applicant 
could establish his rule. 

(A) Ibid 

(i) Ibid,f B. 90. 

(A) See pp. 258 et seq., ante, 

(/) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 3G Vici c. 33), & 24. The section says “in cases o! 
felony ** ; but peraonatiou is now itself a felony (see p. 525, ante). 
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1067. It is the duty of the Director of Public Prosecutions, 
without any direction from the election court, if it appears to him 
that any person who has not received a certificate of indemnity has 
been guilty of personation, to prosecute such person for the offence 
before the said court, or before any other competent court (m). 

1068. It is not necessary to state in an indictment for personation, 
nor to prove at the trial, that the presiding officer at the polling 
station where the offence was committed was duly appointed (n). 

The proceeding must be commenced before the expiration of the 
statutory period of limitation (o). 


Punishment. 1069. Any person convicted of personation, or of aiding, abetting, 
or procuring, on indictment is to be punished by imprisonment 
for a term not exceeding two years, together with hard labour (p), 
in addition to which he will not be capable during a period of 
seven years from the date of his conviction of being registered as 
an elector or voting at any election in the United Kingdom, whether 
it be a parliamentary election or an election for any public office, 
or of holding any public or judicial office; and if he holds any 
such office the office will be vacated ((/). Any person so convicted 
in reference to any election will also bo incapable of being elected 
to, and of sitting in, the House of Commons during the seven years 
next after the date of his conviction, and if at that date he has 
been elected to the House of Commons his election will be vacated 
from the time of such conviction (/•). 


Sub-Sect. 2. — Indictable Misdemeanours* 

Corrupt 1070. Every “ corrupt practice ” other than personation or the 

piacuccs. aiding, abetting, counselling, or procuring of that offence, and 


(m) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 188JJ (40 & 47 Viet. c. ul), 
B. 43 (3). See p. ^35, post, 

(ai) So hold by the Court for tho Consideration of Crown Cases Eoservod in 
Ireland (^. v. Qarvey (1887), 10 Cox, C. C. 252). 

(o) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883(40 & 47 Viet. c. 51), s. 51. 
A pioceeding against a person in respect of the offence of a corrupt or illegal 
I)ract]ce, or any other offence under the Corrupt Practices Prevention Acts or 
this Act, must be commenced within one year after the offence was committed, 
or if it was committed in reference to an election with respect to which an 
inquiry is held by election commissioners, must be commenced within one year 
after the offence was committed, or within throe months after the report of suith 
commissioners, whichever period last expires, so that it be commenced within 
two years after the offence was committed ; and the time so limited by this 
section is, in the case of any proceeding under the Summary Juiisdiction Acts 
for any such offence, whether before an election court or otherwise, to be sub- 
etituted for any limitation of time contained in the last-mentioned Acts (ibid., 
fi. 61 (1)). For tho purposes of this section the issue of a summons, warrant, 
wiit or other process is to be deemed to be a commencement of a proceeding, 
when the service or execution of the same on or against the alleged offender is 
prevented by the absconding or concealment of the alleged offender, but save as 
aforesaid tho service or execution of the same on or against the alleged offender, 
and not the issue thereof, is to be deemed to be the commencement of tlie 
proceeding (ibid., s. 61 (2)). 

(p) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (40 & 47 Titt. c. 51), 

•. e(2). 

(7) 1 bid.t 8. 6 (3). 

(r) Ibid,t 8. 6 (4). 



Part VII.—Criminal Law, Penal Actions and Injunxtions. 


629 


whether at parliamentary or municipal elections (s), is an indict- 
able misdemeanour (i). The indictment should state the particular 
corrupt practice of which the prisoner is alleged to have been 
guilty (a). It is not essential that the date of the election should 
be given in the indictment (Z/), If a private prosecutor initiates the 
proceedings he must give security for costs, and pay the costs in 
the event of acquittal (c). 

Any person convicted on indictment of such a corrupt practice is 
liable to be imprisoned, with or without hard labour, for a term not 
exceeding one year, or to be fined any sum not exceeding ^200 (d) ; 
and he will be subject to the same disabilities as in the case of a 
conviction for personation (c). The proceeding must be commenced 
before the expiration of the statutory period of limitation (/ ). 

Bribery at a parliamentary (r/) or municipal {h) election is a mis- 
demeanour at common law, and proceedings may be taken either 
by indictment (?) or by information (k). 

1071 . An intentionally false declaration respecting election 
expenses (Z) is not only a corrupt practice, but it is an offence 
specially made indictable by statute, and on conviction thereof the 
offender is liable to punishment for wilful and corrupt perjury. 


(s) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices Act), 1884 (47 & 48 
Vict. c. 70), 8. 2. A person who commits any corrupt practice in reference to a 
municipal election is guilty of the like offence, and on conviction is hable to the 
like punishment and subject to the like incapacities as if the corrupt practice 
had been committed in reference to a parliamentary election (ibid.). 

(t) Coriupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Yict. c. 51), 

8 . 6 ( 1 ). 

(o) li. V. StrouJgcr (1886), 17 Q. B. D. 327, 0. 0. E. ; li. v. Norton (1886), 
16 Cox, 0. 0. 59. It is sufficient to state that he was guilty of bribery or 
undue influence, as the case may be (Corrupt Practices Prevention Act. 1863 
(26 & 27 V'^ict. c. 29), s. 6). The certificate of the returning officer is sufficient 
proof of the due holding of the election (tbid.). It has been held by the Court 
for the Considei atioii of Crown Cases Eescrvcd in Ireland that it is not 
necosbary to lay m the indictment or prove the appointment of the returning 
officer (/iJ. V. Qarvcy (1887), 16 Cox, C. C. 252). 

S li. V. Yeonian (1904), 20 T. L. E. 266. 

Corrupt Practices Prevention Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Vict. c. 102), ss. 12, 
13 ; Corrupt and Illegal Practices Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), s. 53(1). So 
in municipal elections (Municipal Elections (Cori-upt and Illegal Piactices) Act, 
1884 (47 & 48 Vict. c. 70), s. 30; and see H. v. Law, [1900] 1 Q. B 605). 

(d) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 51), 
8 . 6 ( 1 ). 

(c) Ibid., s, 6 (3), (4) ; see pp. 484, 528, ante. 

If) Ibid., s. 51. See title Ujiiminax Law and Piiocedure, Vol. IX., p. 2fH. 
(jf) R. V. Pitt and Mead 3 Burr. 1335. Compare Long's Case (1571), 

Journals of the House of Commons of 9th May, 1571 ; 2 Doug. El. Cas. 402. lu 
this last-named case Parliament itself inflicted a fine. 

(h) R. V. Flympton (1724), 2 Ld. Eaym. 1377. 

(?) B. V. Lancaster and Warrall (1890), 16 Cox, 0. 0. 737. 

(k) R. V. Pitt and Mead, supra; B. v. Plympion^ supra; B. v. Smith and 
Hollis (1776), 20 State Tr. 1226. 

(/) Tne declaration which is here referred to is that which must be made by 
a candidate and his election agent (Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention 
Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. o. 61), b. 33 ; see pp. 336, 336, ante). The offence is to 
“knowingly make the declaration required by this section falsely” (ibid., 
S. 33 (7)). 
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Any person charged with a corrupt practice may, if the circum- 
stances warrant such finding, be found guilty of an illegal practice 
(which offence for that purpose is an indictable offence (?7i)). 

Save as aforesaid, an illegal practice is not an indictable 
offence (w). 

Fraudulent withdrawal of an election petition is an indictable 
misdemeanour (o). 

Voting by an elector who has been employed for reward within 
six months of an election may be an indictable misdemeanour (p). 

A returning officer or his deputy, partner, or clerk acting as agent 
may commit an indictable misdemeanour (q). 

Any person wilfully making a false answer to either of the 
two questions which may lawfully be asked him (r) at the time 
when he tenders his vote commits an indictable misdemeanour (s). 
This provision applies also to the case of a municipal election (t), 

1072. There are several indictable misdemeanours which may 
be committed by any person tampering with the machinery of the 
law in connection with nomination papers and with the ballot (a). 


(m) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 and 47 Viet, 
c. ol), 8. 52. 

(?/) Ifjid, s. 10, and see p. 634, posf, where the punishment for iUogal 
practices will bo found. 

(o) I bid , s. 41 (4). If any person makes any agreement or terms or enters 
into any undertaking in relation to the withdrawal of an election petition, and 
such agreement, terms, or undertaking is or are for the withdrawal of the election 
petition in consideration of any payment or in consideration that the seat shall 
at any time be vacated, or in con.sideration of the withdrawal of any other 
election petition, or is or are (whether lawful or unlawful) not mentioned in the 
presciibod affidavits, he will ho guilty of a misdemeanour, and will be liable (ra 
conviction on indictment to imprisonmont for a term not exceeding twelve 
months and to a fine not exceeding £200. 

(p) No elector who within six months before or during any election for any 
county or borough has been retained, hiicd, or employed for any or all of the 
purposes of the election for reward by or on behalf of any candidate at an 
election as agent, canvasser, clerk, messenger, or in other like employment is 
entitled to vote at such election, and if ho so votes he is guilty of a inisdemoanour 
(llcpresentation of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102), s. 11). 

(</) No returning officer for any county or borough, nor his deputy, nor any 
paitnor or clerk of either of them, is to act as agent for any candidato in the 
management or conduct of his election as a member to serve in Parliament for 
such county or borough; and if any retuniing officer, his deputy, or the 
partner or clerk of either of them so votes ho will bo guilty of a misdemeanour 
(tbid., R. 50). 

H Seo p. 319, a?de. 

Uo shall bo deemed guilty of a misdemeanour and shall and may ho 
itcd and punished accordingly (Parliamentary Voters Pogistration Act, 1843 
(6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), B. 81). If, however, the voter answered according to his 
i(‘al belief, ho has committed no oifence. See /?. v. Dodsworth (1837), 8 0. & P. 
218 ; n. V. J^JUia (1842), Car. & M. 564, 567; Jl. y. Bowhr (1812), Car. & ISI. 
659, 563. If a case is made out it calls for serious notice {per Lord Denman, U.J., 
R. V. Harris (1835), 7 C. & P. 253). 

(//) Municipal Coi-porations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 59. 

(a) The offences in question ore as follows: — (1) Forging or fraudulently 
defacing or fraudulently destroying any nomination paper, or delivering to 
the returning officer any nomination paper knowing tho same to be forged ; 
(2) forging or counterfeiting or fraudulently defacing or fraudulently destroy- 
ing any ballot paper or the official mark on any ballot paper ; (3) without due 
authorUy supplying any ballot paper to any person ; (4) fraudulently putting 
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If the offender is a returning officer, or an officer or clerk in 
attendance at the polling station, ho will he liable to imprisonment 
for any term not exceeding two years, with or without hard 
labour. If he is any other person he will bo liable to imprison- 
ment for any term not exceeding six months, with or without 
hard labour (h). Any attempt to commit any of these offences 
will be punishable in the manner in which the offence itself is 
punishable (c). At a trial of a prisoner for any such offences 
the counterfoils and marked register may be given in evidence, 
and the face of the voting papers insj)octed for the purposes of 
justice, every proper precaution to' maintain secrecy being 
observed (d). 

Wilful neglect to deliver election writs is an indictable mis- 
demeanour (e) ; and any breach of statutory duty by a person 
whose presence is necessary to the election may be indictable (/). 

1073. Perjury in a judicial proceeding before a competent 
tribunal is an indictable misdemeanour at common law (g) ; but in 
addition to this there are statutory enactments placing in the same 
category the giving of false testimony in a revising barrister’s 
court {h)y or on the trial of an election petition (i), or in an inquiry 
before election commissioners (/c). 


lato any ballot box any paper other than the ballot paper which the offender is 
Ruthoiised by law to put in ; (5) fraudulently taking out of the polling station 
any ballot paper; (6) without duo authority destroying, taking, opening, or 
otherwise interfering with any ballot-box or packet of ballot papers then in 
use for tho ])urposes of the election (Ballot Act, 1872 (8o & 86 Vict. c. 33), 
B. 3). In 190J), at tho Boimondscy parliamentary election, two women, w'ho 
desired to make a protest against tho law excluding their sex from tho pailia- 
nioutaiy franchise, threw some liquid into ballot-boxes. They were acquitted of 
attempting to destroy the ballot papois, but convicted of interfering with the 
ballot-boxes (7^. v. Chapin (1909), 74 J. P. 71 ; R. v. Nr daily ibid.). Inter- 
ference with ballot })apors in a box is oipii valent to interference with tha 
ballot-box, see R. v. Chapin, supra, and R. v. Martin (1881), 8 U. B. 1). o4, 

(b) Ballot Act, 1872 (;3d & 36 Vict. c. 33), s. 3. 

(c) Ibid. 

{d) R. V. Beaidsall (1876), 1 Q. B. D. 4.18, C. C. R. 

(e) Parliamentary Writs Act, 1813 (d3 Goo. 3, c. 89), s. 6. Every person 
concerned in the transmitting or delivery of any of theso writs, who wilfully 
neglects or delays to deliver or transmit any such writ, or delays to deliver or 
tiaiismit any such writ or accepts any fee or does any other matter or thing in 
violation of tho Act, is guilty of a misdeiiioanour, and may upon any conviction 
apon any indictment or information in His Majesty’s Court of King’s Bench be 
fined and imprisoned at tho discretion of the court for such misdemeanour {ibid.). 

(/) See R. V. Carry (1804), 5 East, 372; R. v. Willia'ins (1813), 2 M. & S. 
141. But such cases are possibly now obsolete in practice. It. v. WiUiums was 
decided under a charter, wheio the ringing of a bell and other formalities of a 
like nature formed part of the election jiroceedings. 

ig) See title Okimutal Law a^d Puooedure, Vol. IX., p. 490. 

(/i) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. c. 18), s. 41. 
Every person taking any oath or affirmation under the Act who wilfully 
Bwears or affirms falsely is guilty of perjury {ibid.). 

(i) Parhamentary Elections Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 125), s. 31. Wit- 
nesses in an election petition are to be subpoenaed or sworn in tho same manner 
as nearly as circumstances admit as in a trial atnisiprius, and are to be suhjee* 
to the same penalties for porjury [ibid.). 

\ic) Election Commissioners Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Vict. c. 57), s. 13. Every 
person who upon examination upon oath or affiiiuation before any commis* 
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1074. Foiging nomination papers at a municipal election is an 
indictable misdemeanour (/), and so is the wilful maldng of a false 
answer to the statutory questions asked at the poll at a municipal 
election (?//), and the wilful false answering of the statutory questions 
at a ballot in the City of London (n) and any intentionally false 
or fraudulent signing of voting papers at a university election (o), 

1075. The holding of a false election without due authority is 
said to have been punished by imprisonment (p). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Offences which are summariUj irialle. 

1076. The election court at the trial of an election petition has a 
certain summary jurisdiction (q), and a revising barrister has also 
at his court a limited summary jurisdiction over overseers, who 
may be fined by him for neglect of duty. 

The High Court has power to fine an election agent or sub- 
agent who does not comply with any order which it may make 
as to tlie declaration and return of election expenses. The fine 
must not exceed ^0500 (?•). 

1077. Any overseer who wilfully refuses or neglects to make out 
any list, or who wilfully neglects to insert therein the name of any 
person who has given due notice of claim, or who in making out 
the list of voters wilfully and without reasonable cause omits the 
name of any person duly qualified to be inserted in such list, or who 


fiioBors appointed under the Act wilfully gives false evidence is liable to the 
pains or penalties of perjuiy [ihkl.), 

(/) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 4G Yict. c. 50), s. 74. If any 
person forges or fraudulently defaces or fraudulently destroys any nomination 

K , or delivers to the town clerk any forged nomination paper knowing it to 
rged, he is guilty of a misdemeanour, and is liable to imprisonment for 
any term not exceeding six months, with or without hard labour {ibid., 
B. 74 (1)). An attempt to commit any such offence is punishable as the offence 
is punishable (tfttc?., s. 74 (2)). 

(wi) Jhid.f 8. 59 (3). 

(«) City of liondon Ballot Act, 1887 (50 Yict., sess. 2, c. xiii.), s. 7 (3). 

(o) Universities Election Act, 18GI (24 & 25 Yict. c. 53), s. 5. Any person 
falsely or fraudulently signing any voting paper in the name of any otlier 
person cither as a voter or as a witness, whether such person is living or dead, 
and every person signing, subscribing, indorsing, attesting, certifying, tendoiing, 
or transmitting as genuine any false or falsified voting paper knowing the 
same to be false or falsified, and any person falsely making any such declara- 
tion as required by the Act or such declaration as is contained in the schedule, 
or with fraudulent intent, altering, defacing, destroying, withholding, or 
abstracting any voting paper, and any person wilfully making a false answer to 
any statutory question put to him by the returning officer, is guilty of a mis- 
demeanour and punishable by fine or impiisonment not exceeding one year 
(ibid,). It was so stated by Serjeant Talfourd arguendo in IL v. Bowler (1842), 
Car. & M. 559, 561. 

(p) See Bletchiiiyley Case (1623), Glanville’s Kep. p. 29 ; compare Bh/th's 
Case (1705), 2 Doug. 177, where a returning officer who published a pretended 
bye-law was imprisoned for an ** illegal and arbitrary proceeding ” ; compare 
also for the principle, the Liskeard Case (1804), 2 Peckwell. 324. 

(7) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (4G & 47 Yict. c. 51)» 
gs. 43—45. 

(r) Ibid., 8. 34 (2). 
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wilfully refuses or neglecte to publish any notice or list or copy of 
the part of register of voters relating to his parish or township, at 
the time and in the manner required by the Act of Parliament, or 
who wilfully refuses or neglects to deliver to the proper officer the 
copy of the lists of claimants and of persons objected to, and the 
copies of the register, as required by the Act, or who wilfully 
refuses or neglects to attend the revision court, or to attend any 
revising barrister when required, or who wilfully refuses or neglects 
to deliver to the barrister the several lists to be made out by him, or 
who is wilfully guilty of any other breach of duty in the execution 
of the Act, is for every such offence liable to pay by way of fine a 
sum of money not exceeding £5 nor less than 20«. to be imposed 
by and at the discretion of the revising barrister. This is not 
to affect or abridge any right of action against any overseer or 
other person liable to any fine as aforesaid or any liability such 
overseer or other person may incur under the relevant statutes (s). 
Every revising barrister when and so often as he imposes any 
such fine must at the same time in open court, by an order 
in writing under his hand stating the sum payable for such 
fine, direct by and to whom and when the same is to be paid, 
and the iierson to whom the said sum is so ordered to be paid 
must receive the same, and must pay over the sum so received 
by him to the clerk to the county council or town clerk, as the case 
may require (0- In case any such sum of money directed to bo 
paid by any person by way of fine or for costs is not paid according 
to the terms of such order, it is lawful for any justice of the peace, 
and he is required, upon proof before him that a true copy of the 
said order has been served upon or left at the usual place of abode 
of the person in the said order directed to pay such sum, and that 
the said sum has been demanded of such person and that he has 
refused or neglected to pay the same, by warrant under his hand 
and seal to order the said sum of money, together with the costs of 
and attending the said warrant, to be levied by distress and sale of 
the goods and chattels of such person so making default which may 
be found w'ithin tho jurisdiction of the said justice, and the overplus, 
if any, after tho said sum of money and costs and the charges of 
such distress or sale are deducted, must be returned upon demand 
to the owner of the said goods and chattels. No certiorari or other 
w rit or process for the removal of any such order or warrant, or of 
any order or warrant to bo made or issued on account of a false 
charge of personation or any proceeding thereon resi3ectively, into 
the High Court is to be allowed or granted (a). 

1078. There are a number of offences which may be tried in a 
summary way before justices of the peace. Thus, a person duly 
served (v) with a requisition by the overseers requiring the names 


(«) Parliamentary Voters Begistration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 51. The 
relevant statutes are this Act and the Representation of the People Act, 1832 
(2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45). 

(<) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1813 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 52. 

(ii) IUd„ 8 . 71. 

(v; See pp. 1 96, 1 97, ante. 
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Sect. 1. of the inhabitant occupiers on his property, and failing to comply, 
Criminal is liable on summary conviction to a fine of 405. (iv). 

Law, And, again, illegal practices at parliamentary elections (x) are 
punishable by justices of the peace on summary conviction (y). It 
is sufficient to allege that the person charged was guilty of illegal 
practices within the meaning of the Act (z), 

“ Illegal practice *’ includes for this purpose, in the case of parlia- 
mentary elections, false statements of fact in relation to the 
personal character or conduct of the candidate under certain 
conditions (a). 

Illegal practices at those municipal elections to which the law 
for the prevention of illegal practices applies may likewise be 
tried summarily (b). 

“ Illegal payment, employment, or hiring ” are punishable on 
summary conviction before justices of the peace, whether the 
oiTences have been committed at a parliamentary election (c) or 
at any of those municipal elections to which the law forbidding 
them applies (d). It is sufficient to allege that the person charged 
was guilty of illegal payment, employment, or hiring, as the case 
may be, within the meaning of the Act (e). 


(^iv) See pp. 196, 197, ante, 

(t) See pp. 296 et seq.^ mite, 

[y] Comipt aud Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
5. 10. A person guilty of an illegal practice under the Act is liable on suminaiy 
conviction to a fine not exceeding £100 and to be incapable during a 
period of five years from the date of his conviction of being registered as 
an elector or voting at any election, -whether it be a parliamentary'- election or 
an election for a public office within the meaning of the Act, held for or within 
the county or borough in which the illegal practice has been committed (Und.), 
{z) Ibid.f B. 63 (3). The returning officer’s certificate is sufficient jiroof as to 
the election having been duly held aud as to who were candidates. 

(a) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1896 (58 & 69 Viet. c. 40), 

fi. 1. 

{h) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet, 
c. 70), s. 7. A person guilty of an illegal piactice in reference to a municipal 
election is on summary conviction liable to a fine not exceeding £100, 
and is incapable during a period of five years from the date of his con- 
viction of bemg registered as an elector or voting at any election, whether it bo 
a parliamentary election or an election for a public office within the meaning of 
the Act, held for or within the borough in which the illegal practice has been 
committed {ibid.), 

(c) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
s. 21. A person guilty of an offence of illegal payment, employment, or 
hiring is on summary conviction liable to a fine not exceeding £100 (ibid,, 

8. 21 (1)). A candidate or an election agent of a candidate who is per. 
sonally guilty of an offence of illegal payment, employment, or hiring is guilty 
of an illegal practice (ibid,, s. 21 (2)). What is illegal payment, employment, 
or hiring has been set forth on pp. 300 et seq,, ante, 

(d) Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Vict. c. 70), 8. 17. The words are not identical with the parliamentary Act. A 
person guilty of an offence of illegal payment, employment, or hiring is on 
summary conviction liable to a fine not exceeding £100 (ibid., s. 17 (1)). 
When an offence of illegal payment, employment, or hiring is committed by a 
candidate, or with his knowledge and consent, such candidate is guilty of an illegal 
practice (s. 17 (2) ). 

(t) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 61), 

9 , 63 (3). 
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Infringement of the secrecy of the ballot is an offence triable 
summarily (/). 

Misconduct in the polling station is dealt with summarily (g). 

The offences in connection with the ballot which may be tried 
summarily are the same in the City of London as elsewhere, but a 
summary conviction cannot take place in the City except before 
two magistrates of the said City sitting at the Mansion House or 
Guildhall Justice Loom (h). 

A prohibited person voting at a local government election may 
be fined (i). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — The Criminal Jurisdiction of the Election Court. 

1079. The election court (/c) has a peculiar criminal jurisdiction 
of its own (Z), which is, however, not very often exercised {m). 

(/) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 3(> Viet. o. 33), s. 4. Every officer, clcik, and agent 
in attendance at a polling station must maintain and aid in maintaining the 
secrecy of the voting in such station, and must not communicate, except for 
some purpose authorised by law, before the poll is closed to any person any 
information as to tho name or number on the register of voteis of an elector 
who has or has not applied for a ballot paper or voted at that station or as to 
tho official mark ; and no such officer, cleik, or agent, and no person whomsoever, 
must inteifere with or attempt to interfere with a voter when marking his voto 
or otherwise attempt to obtain in the polling station information as to tho 
candidate for whom any voter in such station is about to vote or has voted, or 
as to the number on the back of tho ballot paper given to any voter at such 
station. Every officer, cleik, and agent in attendance at the counting of tho 
votes must maintain and aid in maintaining the secrecy of the voting, and must 
not attempt to ascertain at such counting tho number on the back of any 
ballot paper, or communicate any information obtained at such counting as to 
tho candidate for whom any voto is given in any particular ballot paper. No 
jierson must directly or indirectly induce any voter to display his ballot paper 
after he has maiked the same so as to make known to any person tho name of 
tho candidate for or against whom he has so marked his voto. Every person 
who acts in contiavention of these provisions is liable on summary conviction 
before two justices of the peace to imprisonment for any term not exceeding six 
months, with or without hard labour 

{(j) Ballot Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 33), s. 9. If any person misconducts 
himself in tho polling station, or fails to obey tho lawful oidcrs of the presnling 
officer, he may immediately by order of tho presiding officer bo removed from 
tho polling station by any cimstablo in or near that station, or any other 
person authorised in writing by tho returning officer to remove him ; and tho 
poison so icmoved must not, unless with the permission of tho presiding officer, 
again bo allowed to enter the polling station duiing tho day. Any person so 
removed, if charged with the commission in such station of any ollenco, may 
bo kept in custody until he can be brought before a justice of the peace. The 
powers thus conferred are not to be exercised so as to prevent any elector 
w ho is otherwise entitled to voto at any polling station from having an oppor- 
tunity of voting at such station {ibid.). 

Ui) City of London Ballot Act, 1887 (50 Viet., soss. 2, c. xiii.), s. 8. 

(/) Local Government Act, 1894 (66 & 57 Viet. c. 73), s. 46 (8). If any person 
acts when disqualified or votes when prohibited under this section, he will for 
each offence be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding £20 
[ihid.). 

(A) For explanation of the phraso “the election court,” see pp. 408, 486, ante. 

(0 Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
s. 43. 

(w) Tho Director of Public Prosecutions has discretion ns to where it is best 
that the criminal trial should take place (Ipstvich Case (1886), 4 O’M. & U. 70, 
75). The Irish court has said that the initiative should be left to tho Attorney- 
General (Belfast Borough Widern Division Case (1886), 4 O’M. & II. 105, 
109). 
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Where a person is prosecuted before an election court for anj 
corrupt or illegal practice and appears before the court, the court 
must proceed to try him summarily for the said offence, and such 
person, if convicted, is subject to the same incapacities as if he 
had been convicted on indictment or in any other proceeding 
for the said offence ; and, further, may be adjudged by the court, if 
the offence is a corrupt practice, to be imprisoned, with or without 
hard labour, for a term not exceeding six months, or to pay a fine 
not exceeding £200, and if the offence is an illegal practice to pay 
the prescribed fine (w). 

In case of a corrupt practice the court before proceeding to try 
any person summarily must give him the option of being tried by 
a jury (o). 

1080. Where a person is so prosecuted for any such offence, and 
either he elects to be tried by a jury or he does not appear before the 
court, or the court thinks it in the interests of justice expedient 
that he should be tried before some other court, which may be in 
any part of England (p), the court, if of opinion that the evidence 
which has been adduced against the said person on the trial of the 
petition for the purpose of reporting him and rendering him liable 
to be indicted or prosecuted (q) is sufficient to put the said person 
upon his trial for the offence, must order such person to be prose- 
cuted on indictment, or before a court of summary jurisdiction, as 
the case may require, for the said offence ; and in either case may 
order him to be prosecuted before such court as may be named in 
the order ; and for all purposes preliminary and of and incidental 
to such prosecution the offence is to be deemed to have been 
committed within the jurisdiction of the court so named (a). 

1081. Upon such order being made, if the accused person is present 
before the court and the offence is an indictable offence, the court 
must commit liim to take his trial, or cause him to give bail to 
appear and take his trial, for the said offence ; and if the accused 
person is present before the court (?>), and the offence is not an 
indictable offence, the court must order him to be brought before the 
court of summary jurisdiction before whom he is to be prosecuted 
or cause him to give bail to appear before that court (c) ; and if 
the accused person is not present before the court the court must, 
as circumstances require, issue a summons for his attendance or a 
warrant to apprehend him and bring him before a court of summary 
jurisdiction, and that court, if the offence is an indictable one, 
on proof only of the summons or warrant and the identity of 
the accused, must commit him to take his trial or cause him to 
give bail to appear to take his trial for the said offence, or, if the 

(n) Corrupt aud Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 &, 47 Yict. a 31), 
«. 43 (4). 

(o) Ihnl, 

(p) n, V. Itipley (1890), It Cox, C. 0, 120, C. C. P. ; E. v. Campion (1800), 
17 Cox 0. 0. 120, C. C. R. 

(7) R. V. jS/tc?/ar(Z(l889), 23 Q. B. D. 273, per MANrsTY, J., at p. 279. 

\n) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Pievcntion Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51) 
B. 43 (0). 

(h) lhid„ 8. 43 (6) (a). 

U) Ihid., a. 43 6) ^b). 
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offence is punishable on summary conviction, must proceed to hear Sect. i. 
the case, or, if such court be not the court before whom he is Criminal 

directed to be prosecuted, must order him to be brought before that Law. 
court (d). 

1082. A commissioner appointed to try a municipal election Application of 
petition has all the powers of an election court above set out, except commTssioncr 
that any fine or order of committal by him may on motion by the trying mun^ 
person aggrieved be discharged or varied by the High Court, or in cipal petition, 
vacation by a judge thereof, on such terms, if any, as the High 

Court or judge thinks fit (c). 

Sect. 2. — Penal Actions and Injunctions, 

Suh-Sect. 1. — Penal Aciiom. 

1083. In addition to the common law action to which every statutory 
officer or person who deprives another of his legal rights is liable (/), actions, 
there are several statutory actions peculiar to the present subject. 

Thus, where fraudulent conveyances are made to multiply votes Fraudulent 
within the meaning of the statutes passed to make such con- conveyances, 
veyances null and void (</), a common informer may recover in the 
High Court the sum of iilO for each such conveyance or vote, 
together with full costs against (1) any person making or executing 
such a conveyance ; (2) any person who, being i)rivy to the purpose, 
devises or purposes the same ; or (8) any person voting by colour 
thereof (//). 

(</) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. ol), 

B 43(6)('c). If any pcTbon upon whom any summons shall have been soivod 
by the delivery thoieof to him, or by the leaving thereof at his usual placo 
of abode, fails to appear before the coiriiiiissiouers at the time and phuie specified ia 
such summons, it is lawful for the said commissioners to certify such default under 
their hands and seals, or under the hand and seal of any one of them, to auy of Ilia 
Majesty’s superior courts in England or Ireland, or to the Court of Session in 
Scotland, or to the Lord Ordinary on the Bills iu the said court, ns the case may 
bo ; and thereupon such court or judge must procood against the person so failing 
to uttond in the same manner as if the said person had failed to obey any wiit of 
subpoena or any process issuing out of tho said couit; and if any person so 
summoned to attend as aforesaid, or, having appeared before tho said com- 
missioners, refuses to be sworn or to make answer to such questions as are put 
to him touching the matters in question by the said commissioiiors, or to jnoduco 
and show to the said commissioners any papers, books, deeds, or writings being 
in his possession or under his control which tho commissioners may deem 
necessary to be produced, or if any person is guilty of any contempt of tho said 
commissioners or their officers, the said commissioners have such and the same 
powers to be executed in tho same way as any judge of any of Uis Majesty’s 
Bujicrior courts of England or Ii eland, or of the Court of Session in Scotland, 
may now by law exercise in that behalf; and all head-boroughs, gaolors, 
constables, and bailiffs must, and they are required to, give their aid and 
assistance to the said commissioners in tho exocution of their office (Election 
Commissioners Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Vict. c. 57), s. 12). 

ie) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 &46 Vict. c. 50), s. 92 (6). 

(/) Aahhy v. White (1703), 2 Ld. liaym. 938; 1 Sm. L. 0., 11th ea., 240 ; 14 
State Tr. 695 ; compare Pryce v. Belcher (1847), 4 C. B. 866, 883 ; 2'ozer v. Child 
(1857), 7 E. & B. 377, 382, Ex. Ch. ; Cullen y, Morris (1819), 2 Stark. 577; 

Drewe v. Coulton (1787), 1 East, 563, n. ; and Mdward v. Sargeant (1786), ibid, 

567 ; and compare notes (a) and (b) on p. 312, ante. See also Pickering y, 

James (1873), L. E. 8 U. P. 489. 

( 7 ) See p. 153, ante. 

(h) Elections (Fraudulent Conveyances) Act, 1711 (10 Ann. c. 31), s, 1, 

H.L— XII. X 
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1084 . Penalties may be recovered by a common informer in 
summary proceedings before magistrates in case of the destroying, 
mutilating, effacing, or removing of notices, lists, or other documents 
affixed to public buildings for the purposes of the revision (i). 

1085 . Sheriffs, under-sheriffs, clerks of the county council, town 
clerks, secondaries, returning officers, clerks of the Crown, post- 
masters, overseers, and other persons or public officers having duties 
under the laws enacted for the purposes of parliamentary registration 
are all liable for wilful misfeasance in a penal action at the suit of 
the party aggrieved (k). 

A revising barrister is also in some circumstances liable in a 
similar action (Z). 

1086 . Besides the general provisions above set out there is an 
ancient penal action which applies to any case of wilful offending 
on the part of a sheriff, under- sheriff, mayor, bailiff, or other officer 
in connection vith the execution of any writ or precejH for electing 
members to serve in Parliament, and in case of such wilful offend- 
ing — that is to say, if the offender does not issue the wiit with 
expedition or if he gives or takes any fee in connection with the 
matter (m ) — he will be liable to a penal action at the suit of the 
party aggrieved (?0 • 


and Pailiauneiitary Elections (Fraudulent Coiuoyauccs) Act, 1731) (13 Oco. 2, 
c. 20). “ For every convoj auco so made or vote so created or given tbo oiTonder 

is to foifeit the sum of £-10 to any person who sues for tho same, to be recovered 
in tbo lli^h Court ” (tbid.), 

{i) Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 2o. 
Tlio penalty is not less than 10«. or more than 408. 

(/») Hid., s. 97. All such persons required by this Act to do any matter or 
thing will for every wilful misfeasance or wilful act of commis.sion or omission 
contraiy to this Act forfeit to any party aggrieved the sum of £100, or such 
Ic.ss sum as the juiy before whom may bo triod any action to be brought for 
the recovery of the before-mentioned sum may consider just to bo paid to such 
party, to be recovered by such party, with full costs of suit, by action for debt 
in the High Court, Nothing herein contained is to bo construed to supeisedo 
any lemedy or action against any retuniiiig officer according to any law now in 
lorce (ihid.). This soctionis expressly applied by the Corrujit and Illegal 
]*ractices Pievention Act, 1883 (4(5 & 47 Vict. c. ol), s. G1 (2), to the case of 
every registration officer who is guilty of any wilful misfeasuiico or wilful act 
of commission or omission contrary to that Act. 

So, again, by tho Representation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 4o), 
8. 7(5, if any sheiiff, retuniing officer, barrister, ovorsoor, or any person what- 
soever, wilfully contravenes or disobeys the provisions of the Act, or any of 
them, with respect to any matter or thing which he is thereby required to do, 
lie will for such his offence bo liable to bo sued in an action of debt in tho 
High Court for the penal sum of not exceeding £500 ; and the defendant in 
such action, being convicted, must pay the sum awarded, with full costs of suit, 
to the pai-ty who may sue for the same. No such action is to be brought 
except by a person being an elector or claiming to be an elector, or a candidate, 
or a member actually returned, or other party aggrieved. This remedy against 
the returning officer is not to he construed to supersede any remedy or action 
against him according to the law previously in force. 

(?) The Representation of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45), s. 76, 
mentions barristers, whereas the Parliamentary Voters Registration Act, 1843 
(6 & 7 Viet. c. 18), s. 97, does not. 

! m) See p. 257, ante. 

n) An Act for further re§:iilating elections, stat. (1695) (7 & 8 Will. 3, c. 25), 
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1087. Returning officers, presiding officers, and clerks at elections 
are liable to similar statutory actions at the suit of persons aggrieved 
for wilful misfeasance in the carrying out of the ballot (o). 

1088. No metropolitan justice of the peace or receiver or member 
of the metropolitan police force is allowed to canvass at an election. 
If he does so he is liable to a penal action at the suit of a common 
informer (p). 

1089. Officers and persons making or procuring a false or double 
return may be liable to a penal action at the suit of the person 
duly elected (q), and any person making or giving any security, 
contract, promise, bond, or any gift or reward to procure a false or 
double return is liable to a penal action at the suit of a common 
informer (r). 

But in either of these cases the information or action must be 
brought within the space of two years after the cause of action 
arises, and not after (s). 

The clerk of the Crown must enter single and double returns 
of members and alterations made therein in a book; and he is 
liable to a penal action at the suit of the party aggrieved if he fails 
in his duty (a). The same limitation of time applies to this 
action (/>). 

The penal action to which any person guilty of bribery was 
formerly liable at the suit of a common informer (c) is now 
abolished (d). 

The fines to which mayors, overseers, and town clerks are liable 
for offences relating to municipal elections are recoverable by 
action (e)» 


Sect. 2. 
Penal 

Actions and 
Injunctions. 

Misfeasance 
in carrying 
out ballot. 
Metropolitan 
officers 
forbidden to 
canvass. 

False or 
double return. 


Fines for non- 
acceptance 
of office. 


B. 5. The penalty is £o00, to bo rccotcrcd with costa by action in the High 
Court {thid.). 

(o) Ballot Act, 1872 (3 j & 3G Viet. c. 33), b. 11. The penalty is any sum 
not exceeding £100. Compare Brittain v. UtUhie (1800), 43 Sol. Jo. 532, and 
Briitam v. Whitehom (1900), TimeSf 30th March, 1900. And see note (<i) on 

р. 373, ante. 

(p) Metropolitan Police Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 44), s. 18. Penalty the sum 
of £100, half to go to the informer, and half to the Receiver of Police {ihid.). 

(q) “ An Act to pi event false and double returns ” etc., stat. (1695) 7 & 8 Will. 3, 

с. 7) 68. 2, 3. The sum recoverable is double the damage sustained, with costs. 
Soo p. 332, ante. 

(r) Stat. nG95) 7 & 8 Will. 3, c, 7, 8. 4. The penalty is the sum of £300, one 
third part taereof to go to His Majesty, his heiis and successors, another third 
part thereof to the poor of the county, city, borough, or place coucoriicd, and 
one third part thereof to the informer, with his costs, to be recovered in the 
High Court (ihid.), 

U) Ihtd.y s. G. 

(a) Foid.j 8 . 5. 

(b) Ihid,, s. 6. 

(c) Corrupt Practices Prevention Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 102), s. 2. For 
form of action, see Cooper v. SlAide (1858), 6 H. L. Cas. 746. 

(d) Corrupt and Hlegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), 
Senod. V. (repealed enactments). 

(c) Municipal Corpoiations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 75. If a 
mnyor neglects or refuses to receive a parish burgess list, or a mayor or 
alderman neglects or refuses to conduct or declare an election as required 
by the Act, he will for every such offence be liable to a fino not exceeding 
^100, recoverable by action (ihid., s. 75 (1)). If an overseer neglects or 
refuses to make, sign, or deliver a parish burgess list as required by the Act, 
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All these fines and penalties (except where and so far as the 
application thereof is otherwise provided for (/) ) go to the borough 
fund (£f). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Inj unctions, 

1090. The High Court has a general jurisdiction to grant an 
injunction wherever it is just and convenient (/t), that is to 
say, for the protection of rights or prevention of injury accord- 
ing to legal principles (i). In these respects the law relating 
to elections in no wise differs from the rest of the law of 
England (A;). 

But, in particular, the High Court has a statutory power to 
restrain the repetition of false statements of fact made before or 
during a parliamentary election for the purpose of affecting the 
return of any candidate, if the statement is made in relation to the 
personal character or conduct of such candidate (1). 

The injunction in such case may be interim or perpetual (m). 

For the purpose of granting an interim injunction primd facie 
proof of the falsity of the statement is sufficient (n). 


or if a town clerk neglects or refuses to receive, print and publish a parish 
burgess list or lists of claimants or respondents as required by the Act, or if 
un overseer or town clerk refuses to allow any such hst to be inspected by a 
person having a right thereto, he will for every such neglect or refusal* be 
liable to a fine not exceeding £00, recoverable by action {ihid,, s. 75 (2)). An 
action under this section does not he after three months from the neglect or 
refusal. A moiety of any fine recovered therein is, after payment of the costs 
of action, to bo paid to the plaintiff {ihid., s. 75 (3)). 

(/) See Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 224 (5), 
and s. 75 (3), cited in the last nolo. 

(g) Ibid., e: 139. 

(h) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 25 (8). See title Injunction. 

(t) Aslatt V. Southarnpton Corporation (1880), 16 Ch. D. 143. This was a 

case in which an injunction was granted to restrain the defendants from avoid- 
ing or declaring void the office of alderman held by the plaintiff or from taking 
any steps for that purpose or from in any way interfering with the exercise by 
the plaintiff of his rights or jirivileges of alderman until trial or further order. 
This case was doubted by Brett, L.J., in North London Hail. Co, v. Great 
Northern Mad, Co. (1883), 11 Q. B. D. 30, C. A., at p. 38. Soo, however, the 
judgments of Cotton, L.J., in the same case, and that of Kekewich, J., in 
Michardson v. Methhy School Board, [1893] 3 Ch. 510, 515, and title Injunction. 

(/e) See title Injunction. 

(/) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1890 (58 & 59 Viet. c. 40), 

B. 3. 

{m) Ibid, 

(n) Ibid^ 


ELECTIVE AUDITORS. 

See Companies ; Elections ; Local Government* 
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Part I. — Electrical Undertakings. 

1091. The main legislation relating primarily to electricity, so 
far as it is contained in public general statutes, is to be found in 
the Electric Lighting Acts, 1882, 1888, and 1909 (a), and the Electric 

(a) 45 & 4G Viet. c. 56 ; 51 & 52 Viet. c. 12 ; 9 Edw, 7, c. 34. The tliivc Acts 
are to be construed together as one Act; see Electric Lighting Act, LSS8 
(51 & 52 Viet. c. 12), s. 5; Electiic Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 34), 
B. 27 (2) ; and, under the last-cited sub-soction, have the collective title of the 
Electric Lighting Acts, 1882 to 1909. The expression “Electiic lighting 
Acts ” is delinod in the Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet, 
c. 19), 8. 1, as meaning the Acts of 1882 and 1888, but, in the Act, of lvS99, must 
now, in view of the incorporation of the Act of 1909 with those of 1882 and 1888, 
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Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (/>), and is concerned with statutory 
powers for the supply of electric energy. 

The Electric Lighting Act, 1882, enabled persons, companies, 
and certain local authorities to obtain statutory powers for the 
supply of electricity by means either of a licence granted by the 
Board of Trade, or of a Provisional Order granted by that Board and 
confirmed by Parliament (c) ; prescribed in general terms the nature 
of the provisions that might be inserted in such a licence or 
order (d) ; and itself directly conferred certain powers and imposed 
certain obligations on “undertakers*' — to use the language of 
the Act — authorised to supply electricity either by such a licence 
or Order, or by a special Act passed subsequently to the Act of 
1882(0. 

The Act of 1882 has been amended and supplemented by the 
Electric Lighting Act, 1888 (y), and the Electric Lighting Act, 
1909 (7) ; but neither of these Acts fundamentally altered the general 
scheme of the legislation, though the Act of 1909 has added very 
materially to the powers in connection with the supply of olectriciiy 
\vliicli may bo conferred by Provisional Order. 

apparently be read as including the Act of 1909. On the other hand, in the 
Act of 1909, which again (by a. 25) detinos the expression as moaning the Acta 
of 1882 and 1888, the expiossion must apparently be understood as excluding 
the Act of 1909. The slight ambiguity thus attaching to the expression is, 
however, of little practical importance, and has not beon thought to preclude 
its use in the present title. The expression, it is important to observe, appears 
in no case to include the Act of 1899. For various forms, iu connoctiou with 
electrical undertakings, see Encyclopaedia of Forms, Vol. XV., pp. 274 ct sej. 

{!>) 02 & 03 Viet. c. 19. 

(c) Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 56), ss. 3, 4. 

(d) As to the subject-matters with which Provisional Orders under the Eloctiio 
Lighting Acts may deal, see pp, 556 — 568, post. 

(e) The Eloctrio Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50) is, by s. 2, declared to 
bo applicable “ to eveiy local authority, company, or person who may b} this Act 
or any liconco or provisional order granted under this Act, or by any special 
Act to bo hereafter passed, be authorised to supply electricity within any 
area . . . and to every undei taking so authorised, except so far as may bo 
expressly provided by any such special Act.” This enactment appai ently restricts 
the provisions of the Act, other than those concerned with the obtaining of a 
licence or Provisional Order, entirely to undertakings so authorised ; and the 
substantive sections of the Act are all individually so expressed as to be clearly 
BO confined, with the exception of ss. 22 and 23, which deal with malicious 
injuries to electric woiks and the stealing of electricity, and might possibly be 
construed as of general application. Only three special Acts dealing with the 
supply of electricity (42 & 43 Viet. c. ccxiii. (Liverpool) ; 43 & 44 Viet. cc. exxv. 
(Hull), cixxxx. (Burton-on-Trent) (all, as regards that subject, of limited and 
temporary character and no longer operative), were passed before the Act of 1882. 

(/) 61 & 52 Viet. c. 12. S. 4 of the Act is concerned with olcctric linos 
and works not laid down or erected under statutory powers, and thus stands 
aj^art from the legislation under consideration. The other sections of the Act 
relate by their tenns exclusively to statutory powers for the supply ol 
eloctiicity. 

( 7 ) 9 hldw. 7, c. 34. The sections of the Act all relate by their terms 
exclusively to statutory powers for the supply of electricity, except s. 23, which 
prohibits unauthorised undertakers from comi>eting with authorised undertakers 
(see p. 562, poet)^ and s. 19, which relates to stamp duty on contracts for the sale 
of electricity, and which, notwithstanding the provisions of the Electric Lighting 
Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 56), s. 2, cited in note (c), supra, and the incorporatioa 
of the Act of 1909 with that of 1882 (see note (a), p. 642, ante)^ might possibly 
be construed as of general application. 
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1092. The method of obtaining powers for the supply of electricity 
by licence has not proved satisfactory, and the present policy of the 
lioard of Trade is to refuse to grant a licence save in most exceptional 
circumstances, and then only as a temporary expedient upon an 
undertaking by the promoters to apply for a Provisional Order (h). 
As the granting of licences authorising the supply of electricity 
has fallen into desuetude, there are two ways only in which powers 
for the purpose are practically obtained, namely, by Provisional 
Order and by special Act. 

1093. The great majority of electrical undertakings are carried 
on under Provisional Orders (/). 

Up to the year 1899 inclusive, the Provisional Orders were of 
elal orate character, each being complete in itself, though framed 
in great measure upon stock lines. 

The Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (/f), however, contains 
in a schedule, which has been amended in a few points of detail by 
the Electric Lighting Act, 1909 (/), a series of sections embodying 
in a generalised form the provisions which had before that Act been 
usually inserted in Provisional Orders. And, except in the case of 
metropolitan undertakings, the typical Provisional Order has since 
been a short document incorporating (with the merely formal 
exception of sections relating to Scotch and Irish undertakings) the 
schedule to the Act of 1899, and itself containing only a few 
simple provisions. 

Ihe Act of 1899 does not apply to the county of London, except so 
far as any provisions in the schedule are incorporated with any 
Provisional Order under the Electric Lighting Acts extending to 
that county or with any special Act so extending (til). Subject 
to this exception, the provisions in the schedule to the Act 
are incorporated with and form part of every Provisional Order 
n^ade by the Loard of Trade after 1st October, 1899 (r/), save so far 
as they are expressly varied or excepted by the Order, and, subject 
to any such variations or exceptions, apply, so far as aj)plicable, 
to the undertaking autliorised by the Order, and they are incor- 
porated also, vith tlie necessary modifications, and in particular with 
the substitution of the words “special Act” for “special Order,” 
with any “ special Act ” vithin the meaning of the Act of 1899, ?>., 
any Act passed after 1st October, 1899 (//), authorising the supply of 
electricity for any public or private purposes vithin any area (o). 


(//) As to llio conditions under which a licence may he granted, the 
matters for which it may provide, and the procedure in relation to an appli- 
cation for a licence, see the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (-15 «S:46 Yict. c. oG), 
ss. 3, o, 6, and the Pules of the Board of Trade (as to which see p. 659, post) 
made under s. 6 of that Act. 

(t) The Electric Lighting Orders Confinnation Acts, hy which the Orders are 
confirmed, with schedules setting out the Orders confirmed, are printed 
among the local Acts. 

(/c) G2 & G3 Viet. c. 19. 

(/) 9 Edw. 7, c. 34, ss. 10, 11. See pp. 594, 596, 597, post. 

(77<) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (G2 & 63 Viet. c. 19), s. 2 (2). For 
metropolitan legislation applying provisions in the schedule to the Act in 
London, see pp. 618, 620, post. 

(w) The date of the commencement of the Act; see ihid.^ s. 2 (3). 

(o) s. 1. This section would apparently itself effect the incorporation 
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1094. The Board of Trade have power, in the case of an PabtL 
authorised undertaking, to make, and vary or repeal, regulations for Electrical 
securing the safety of the public from personal injury, or from fire or 
otherwise, and from time to time to amend or repeal any regulations takingg. 
contained in the licence. Order, or special Act in relation thereto ; Board of 
and any regulations so made have, from and after the date thereof. Trade rcguia- 
the like effect as if originally inserted in the licence. Order, or special 
Act. Every regulation so repealed is, from and after the date 
thereof, to stand repealed, subject to a saving for liabilities or 
penalties incurred {p). The Board have power also, in the case of 
most undertakings, to issue regulations for insuring a proper and 
sufficient supply of electricity by the undertakers (q). 

Under these powers the Board issue, in the case of each undertak- 
ing, a set of Board of Trade regulations, comprising, in normal cases, 
besides a general definition clause, two series of regulations headed 
respectively, “ (A) Begulations for securing the safety of the public ** ; 
and “ (B) Regulations for ensuring a proper and sufficient supply 
of electrical energy.” For this purpose the Board issue certain sots 
of model regulations adapted to the various cases (?•). 


(except possibly in the case of a Provisional Order mado nnder powers conferred 
exclusively by the Electric liightin^ Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 34) ) if the Pro- 
visional Order or special Act wore silent on the point ; but the practice is to insei t 
express provisions with legaid to the incorporation of the schedule in the 
Provisional Order or special Act. 

(p) Elocti-ic Xilghting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 66), s. 6. The enactment of 
which the effect is stated in the text is enacted by way of a proviso on the 
earlier part of the section, which enacts that the undertakers shall bo subject 
to such “ regulations and conditions ” as may bo inserted in the licence, Older, or 
special Act with regard, inter alia^ to “the securing the safety of the public from 
personal injury, or from fire or otherwise.” The jurisdiction of the Hoard to 
lepeal ]irovi8ions as to public safety contained in a Provisional Order or Act has 
never been exercised; indeed, it is not tho practice to insert in a Provisional 
Older or special Act provisions regarded by the Board as falling within the 
category of provisions for securing the safety of the public, so that occasion for 
the exercise of the j uri8<lictioii does not arise. 

(7) Where the schedule to the Electric lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 
Viet. c. 19), applies, the power of the Board to issue such regulations arises thus : 
The expression ‘ ‘ Board of Trade regulations ” is defined in s. 1 of the schedule 
as meaning, shorti}', regulations made by the Boaid in relation to tho under- 
taking “ for socuiing tho safety of tho jiublic or for insuiing a proper and 
tuflicient supply of ciieigy ” (see p. 551, where the definition is given in 
full) ; and by s. 10 of the schedule energy is only to bo supplied “subject to 
the Board of Trade regulations.” And similar legislation is to be found in 
IVovisional Orders (other than those coufiimed in 1883), and frequently in special 
Acts, where tho schedule to the Act of 1899 does not apply. Tho Provi‘<ional 
Orders confirmed in 1 883, however, themselves (as seems to have been the original 
intention of the legislature: see Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. 
c. 56), s. 6) comprise clauses dealing with tho subject, and give the Board only 
subordinate powers for dealing with it by regulation. 

(r) Six model series are at present in use. One of those, prepared in 1909, 
is applicable to the few undertakings still carried on under Provisional Orders of 
1883 ; it differs in substance from the four next mentioned only as regards the 
regulations under head B. Four others, also prepared iu 1909, and differing 
from each other in minutice only, are applicable (to undertakings other than 
those under Oi-dcrs of 1883) in the cases respectively whore tho undertekers are 
a provincial company, a London company, a provincial local authority, and a 
London local authority. The sixth series, prepared in 1906, is applied only to 
undertakings in wluch electricity is supplied or distiibuted at extra high 
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1095. Local authorities within the meaning of the Electric 
Lighting Acts are empowered to make bye-laws, requiring confirma- 
tion by the Board of Trade, in addition to the Board of Trade 
regulations, for further securing the safety of the public, in relation 
to authorised undertakings (9), but this power has never been 
exercised. 

1096. The main powers and obligations of undertakers authorised 
by Provisional Order or special Act to supply electricity are to bo 
sought if ) — 

(1) In the Electric Lighting Acts, 1882 to 1909 {n); 

(2) In the Provisional Order and the Act confirming it ( 1 ?), or in the 


pressure. The senes of 1909 have been applied, not only to undoitnkings 
authorised since they wore prepared, but also, it is believed, to all undertakings 
previously aiithorisod. 'J’he Board occasionally, however, though rarely, 
modify the regulations to meet the exigencies of a particular undertaking. All 
the series contain saving clauses for the power of the Board to make further 
regulations, and for the full operation of the undertakers’ Provisional Order or 
special Act. 

The observance of the regulations is secured by penalties imposed by 
the regulations, subject, in the case of the regulations for eecui’ing the safety 
of the public, to a saving to the effect that the recovery of the penalty shall 
not affect the undertakers’ liability to make compensation in lespect of any 
damage or injury caused by reason of the default. The saving is no doubt 
intended to pi ©serve the undoi takers’ liability in toit, though for this purpose it 
is perhaps superfluous. 

Among other precautions tho regulations require the earthing in many cases 
of metallic tubes coutaining wiios etc. In lie Fulham Borough Council and 
National Electric Constnictfon Co.y Ltd. (1905), 70 J. P. 55, a clause in a contract 
for fitting electric wii os otc, in certain promises, which provided for tho earthing 
of tubes of the kind except where “ not desirable,” but appeared to have been 
inseited in the contract with a view to the prevention of risk from lire, was 
hold not to bo broken by the omission to caith tubes, whero tbo earthing, 
though desirable in the interests of the safety of those resorting to the premises, 
would not have been desirable so far as risk from fire was concerned. 

(a) Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 56), s. 6. 

{t) As to the application of tho legislation, see pp. 543, 544, ante ; and as to 
the Board of Trade regulations, soo p. 545, ante. 

Although tho Electric Lighting Acts, 1882 to 1909 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 56; 
51 & 52 Yict. c. 12 ; 9 Edw. 7, c. 34), do not contemplate that Provisional 
Orders made under them shall contain enactments inconsistent with those in 
the Acts themselves, there are some clauses in tho schedule to the Electric 
lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Yict. c. 19), and also in Provisional Orders 
not incorporating that schedulo, which seem, in fact, difficult to reconcile with 
provisions in the Acts. The interpretation of such clauses is difficult ; for, 
although a Provisional Order confiimed by Pailiamont has in all respects the 
torco of an Act of Pailiamont, tho application of tho maxim leges postei'iores 
pru/rea covirarias ahrogaut (as to which see title Statutes) is gonorally 
complicated by the enactment in s. 1 of the schedule to the Act of 1899, that 
“ the provisions of this schedule are to be read and construed subject in all 
respects to the provisions of the Electric Lighting Acts, and of any other Acts or 
parts of Acts incorporated therewith,” or (where the Provisional Older docs not 
incorporate the schedule to the Act of 1899) by a like enactment in tho Pro- 
visional Order. There is no similar difBculty with regard to special Acts, which 
it is contemplated will, and which frequently do, expressly vary tho Acts in 
1 elation to particular undertakings. 

(m) 45 &;16 Yict. c. 56 ; 51 & 62 Yict. c. 12 ; 9 Edw. 7, c. 34. 

{v) The insertion of subitautive provisions in Acts confirming Provisional 
Orders, though formerly exceptional, has latterly become common . As to tho 
most usual Buhject-matlers for such clauses, see p. G3S,poat. 
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special Act (a), as the case may be, and the amending Orders and 
Acts {h\ if any ; 

(3) In the case of recent Provisional Orders and special Acts not 
confined to the metropolis, in the incorporated provisions of the 
schedule to the Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (c) ; and 

(4) In the Board of Trade regulations applicable to the under- 
taking. 

Enactments specially affecting an undertaking are also frequently 
to be found in local Acts passed at the instance of local 
authorities (d), and in the Acts and Orders authorising other 
electrical undertakings in the locality or its neighbourhood (c). 

Metropolitan undertakings are also subject to important 
legislation contained in local Acts applicable to the metropolis 
generally (/). 


Part. II. — Definitions. 

1097. The Electric Lighting Act, 1882, contains several important 
definitions of expressions used in that Act, and these definitions 
apply also to the interpretation of the Electric Lighting Acts, 
1888 and 1909 (y)t and, subject to the special definitions contained 
in that schedule, to the interpretation of the schedule to the Electris 
Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (h). 

The general definitions in the Act of 1882 are those : — 

“ Public purposes ” means lighting any street or any place 
belonging to or subject to the control of the local authority, or 
any church or registered place of public worship, or any hall or 
building belonging to or subject to the control of any public 
authority, or any public theatre ; but does not include any other 
purpose to which electricity may be applied. 

“Private purposes'’ includes any purposes whatever to which 
electricity may for the time being be ai^plicable, not being public 
purposes, except 11 le transmission of any telegram {i). 


(c) For bomo accuuut of ccitain usual types of fcpcdal Act, see j^p. 627 — GC5, 
f>ost. 

(?>) The Elcctiic Lighting Act, 1882 (4o & 40 Yict. c. 56), s. 4 (4), exprosaly 
authorises the amendment of an Act confirming a Provisional Order (whuh 
practically means that the Provisional Older may be amended) by a subsequent 
IVo visional Order granted on the application of the undoi takers, and duly 
confirmed. 

(c) 62 & 63 Viet. c. 19. 

{d) Olauses in omnibus Acts of local authorities dealing with undei takings 
cariied on by those authorities under Provisional Ordois are very numcious. 
As to some of the most usual subject-matters for such clauses, see pp. 638, 639, 
post. 

{e) Particularly as regards arrangements for the supply of electricity in bulk, 
and the transfer of undertakings from one body of undertakers to another. Seo 
pp. 630—632, 634, 639, post. 

(/) See pp. 616—626, post. 

(g) 61 & 62 Viet. c. 12, s. 6 ; 9 Edw. 7, c. 34, s. 27 (2) (whereby the Acts of 
1888 and 1909 are to be construed as one with the Act of 1882). 

(/i) 62 & 63 Viet. c. 19, schedule, s. 1. 

(t) Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 66), b. 3 (3), (4). ThesB 
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Local authority ” and “ local rate ” are defined in the Electric 
Lighting Act, 1882 (/»), by reference to a schedule tabulating the 
local authorities for various areas, with their respective local rates (/), 
and containing also certain particulars as to borrowing powers and 
audit (m). Later legislation has, however, much modified the 
effect of the table, and rendered it in part obsolete. The “local 
authorities ” for the purposes of the Electric Lighting Acts are 
now as follow’s : — 

(1) In the City of London and the liberties thereof, the Corpora- 
tion (?0 ; 

(2) In the parts of the metropolis which the London County 
Council are authorised to light, that Council (u) ; 

(3) In metropolitan boroughs, the metropolitan borough 
council (p) ; 

(4) In urban districts (including boroughs whether county 
boroughs or not), the urban authority, i.c., in the case of a borough 
the corporation acting by the council, and in non-municipal urban 
districts the district council (q ) ; 

(5) In rural districts, the rural district council (r). 

“ Electricity ” means electricity, electric current, or any libe 
agency (s). 

“ Electric line ” means a wire or wires, conductor, or other 
means used for the purpose of convoying, transmitting, or dis- 
tributing electricity with any casing, coating, covering, tube, pipe, 
or insulator inclosing, surrounding, or supporting the same, or 
any part thereof, or any apparatus connected therewith for the 
purpose of convoying, transmitting, or distributing electricity or 
electric currents. 

“Works” means and includes electric lines, and also any 
buildings, machinery, engines, w’orks, matters, or things of what- 
ever description reejuired to supply electricity and to carry into effect 
the object of the undertakers under the Electric Ligliting Act, 1882. 


cL'finitions are not expre<=>sc(l to be subject to the context. As to the meaning 
of telogiam, see p. 549, post. 

(/r) 45 & 46 Vict. c. 56, .s. 61, schocliile. The definitions are expressed to apply 
unless the context otherwise requires. 

{1) See pp. 552, 556, pmst. 

(m) See pp. 553, 554, post. 

(«) As successors of the City of London Commissioners of Sewers ; see City 
of London Sewers Act, 1897 (60 & 61 Vict. c. cxxxiii.), s. 5. 

(o) As successors of the Metropolitan Loaid of Woiks ; see Local Government 
Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vict. c. 41), s. 40. 

( p) As successors of the administrative vestries and district boards ; see London 
Government Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Vict. c. 14), s. 4. 

(g^) See Public Health Act, 1875 (68 & 69 Vict. c. 55), ss. 5, 6 ; Loc.al 
Government Act, 1894 (56 & 67 Vict. c. 73), s. 21. The only boiough which is 
not now an urban district under the jurisdiction of the corpoiation as uiban 
authority is Folkestone. See title Local Government. 

(r) As successors of the rural sanitary authorities. See Local Government 
Act, 1894 (56 & 67 Vict. c. 73), ss. 24, 25. 

(«) Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 56), s. 32. In the Electric 
Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Vict. c. 19), Provisional Orders, the Boaid 
of Trade regulations etc., the expression “ energy” (for the definition of which 
in the Act of 1899 see p. 550, post) or “ electrical energy ” is used in preference to 
electricity, having doubtless been deemed more scientific. 
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Company ” means any body of persons corporate or unincor- 
porate. 

Lands Clauses Acts ” is defined as meaning the Lands Clauses 
Consolidation Acts, 1845, 1860, and 1869 (i). To these the Lands 
Clauses (Umpire) Act, 1883 (a), and the Lands Clauses (Taxation of 
Costs) Act, 1895 (5), must now be added. 

‘‘ Street” includes any square, court, alley, highway, lane, road, 
thoroughfare, or public passage, or place, within the area in which 
the undertakers are authorised to supply electricity by the Electric 
Lighting Act, 1882, or by any licence, Order, or special Act (c). 

” Telegram ” has the same meaning as in the Telegraph Act, 
1869((«). 

The definitions of electricity,” “ electric line,” ” works,” com- 
pany,” “ Lands Clauses Acts,” ” street ” and “ telegram ” (c) are 
expressed to apply unless the context otherwise requires (/). 

“ The undertakers ” is in effect defined as meaning a local 
authority, company, or person authorised by the Electric Lighting 
Act, 1882, or by any Provisional Order or licence granted under that 
Act, or by any special Act passed after that Act to supply electricity 
in any area. 

And the expression ” licence. Order, or special Act ” is defined as 
including every such licence, Order, or special Act (g). 

1098. The Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (h), defines the 
“ Electric Lighting Acts ” as meaning the Electric Lighting Acts, 
1882 and 1888 (i ) ; but the expression must now apparently be 
construed as including also the Electric Lighting Act, 1909 (j). 

And the schedule to the Act of 1899 (/c), after in effect defining 

principal Act ” as meaning collectively the Electric Lighting Acts 
and the Acts and parts of Acts incorporated therewith (/), provides 


(0 8 & 9 Viet. c. 18 ; 213 & 24 Viet. c. 100 ; 32 A 33 Viet. c. 18. 

(a) 46 & 47 Vict. c. 15. 

{h) 68 & 59 Vict. c. 11. 

(f) This definition is practically identical with Ihose in the Gaswoiks Clauses 
Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Vict. c. 15), s. 3, and the Waterwoiks Clauses Act, 1847 
(10 & 11 Vict. c. 17), 8. 3 ; and there are more or less similar definitions in many 
other Acts, e.fj.y the Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Vict. c. 55), s. 4, and the 
Metiopolis Management Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Vict. c. 120), s. 250. For the 
numerous cases decided on such definitions generally, see title llraiiWAYS, 
Streets and Bridges. In Maddock v. Wallasey Local Boaid (1886), 55 
L. J. (q. r.) 267, an open tract of seashore between high-water mark and 
inclosed land was held not to be a street for the purposes of the Gasworks 
Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Vict. c. 15). 

(d) 32 & 33 Vict. c. 73, s. 3. See title Telegraphs and Telephones. The 
expression includes a telephone message (-4.-6?. v. Edison Telephone Co, of 
London, Ltd, (1880), 6 Q. B. D. 244). 

(e) Contained in the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 56), s. 82. 

(/) lUd, 

iy) Ihid., B. 2. 

(h) 62 & 63 Vict. c. 19, s. 1. 

45 & 46 Vict. c. 66 ; 51 & 52 Vict. c. 12. 

( 9 Edw. 7, c. 34. ^e note (a), p. 542, ante, 

(k) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Vict. e. 19), schedule^ 

(l) The enactments incorporated with the Electric Lighting Acts are the 
Lands Clauses Acts (see p. 568, post) and certain clauses of the Gasworks 
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Electric Lightinq and Power. 

that the several words, terms, and expressions to which by the 
principal Act meanings are assigned shall, in the schedule, have 
the same respective meanings, subject to the following special 
definitions : — 

“Special Order” means any Provisional Order made by the 
Board of Trade under the principal Act with which the provisions 
of the schedule are incorporated, and includes those provisions as 
so incorporated (m). 

“Energy” means electrical energy, and for the purposes of 
applying the provisions of the principal Act to the special Order 
electrical energy is to be doomed to be an agency within the 
meaning of “ electricity ” as defined in the Electric Lighting Act, 
1882 (n). 

“ Power ” means electrical power or the rate per unit of time at 
which energy is supplied. 

“ Main ” means any electric line which may be laid down by the 
undertakers in any street or public place, and through which energy 
may bo supplied or intended to be supplied by the undertakers for 
the purposes of general supply. 

“ Service line ” means any electric line through which energy 
may be supplied or intended to be supplied by the undertakers to 
a consumer either from any main or directly from the premises of 
the imil or takers. 

“Distributing main” moans the portion of any main which is 
used for the purpose of giving origin to service lines for the purposes 
of general supply. 

“General supply” means the general supply of energy to 
ordinary consumers, and includes, unless otherwise specially agreed 
with the local authority, the general supply of energy to the puldic 
lamps, where the local authority are not themselves the under- 
takers, but does not include the supply of energy to any one or 
more particular customers under special agreement (o). 

“Area of supply” means the area within which the undertakers 
are, for the time being, authorised to supply energy under the 
special Order. 

“ County council ” moans the county council of the county in 
^\hich the area of supifiy is situated. 

“ Consumer ” means any body or person supplied or entitled to 
be supplied with energy by the undertakers. 

“Consumer’s terminals” means the ends of the electric lines 


Clausos Acts, 1S47 and 1871 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 15; 31 & 35 Viet. c. 41). 
Soo note (/»;), p. 573, post. 

(m) The schedule to the Act of 1899 may be incorporated with a Provisional 
Order or special Act either in whole or in pait. Hence references in it to pro- 
visions of the “ special Order ” may in the case of one undertaking have to be 
interpreted as references to provisions in the schedule itself, while in the case of 
another undertaking they may have to be interpreted as references to provisions 
in the Provisional Order or special Act. 

{v) For the definition of “ electricity ** in the Act of 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 56), 
8. 32, see p. 548, ahte. There seems, m the present state of knowledge, to be no 
difference for practical pui-poses in moaning between “electricity** os used in 
the Act of 1882 and “ energy*’ as used in the Act of 1899. 

(o) “Ordinary consumer” and “special agreement” are not defined. Bee 
p. 588, poU, 
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eifeuafce upon any consumer’s premises, and belonging to him, at 
which the supply is delivered from the service lines. 

“ Telegraphic line,” when used with respect to any telegraphic line 
of the Postmaster-General, has the same meaning as in the Tele- 
graph Act, 1878 (p), and any such telegraphic line is to be deemed 
to be injuriously affected where telegraphic communication by means 
of that line is, whether through induction or otherwise, in any 
manner affected. 

“Eailway” includes any tramroad, that is to say any tramway 
other than a tramway as defined by the ensuing definition. 

“ Tramway ” means any tramw ay laid along any street. 

A light railway constructed under the Light Eailways Act, 
1896 (r/), would appear to be a “railway” and not a “tramway” 
for the purposes of these definitions, even though laid in a street 
and physically indistinguishable from an ordinary tramway (r). 

“ Daily penalty ” means a penalty for each day on which any 
offence is continued after conviction therefor. 

“Board of Trade regulations ” means any regulations or condi- 
tions affecting the undertaking made by the Board of Trade under 
the principal Act or the special Order, for securing the safety of 
the public or for insuring a proper and sufficient supply of 
energy (.s*). 

“ Deposited map ” means the map of the area of supply deposited 
at the Board of Trade by the undertakers together with the special 
Order, and signed by an assistant secretary to the Board of 
Trade (0. 

“ rian ” moans a plan drawn to a horizontal scale of at least one 
inch to eighty-eight feet, and where possible a section drawn to the 
same horizontal scale as the plan and to a vortical scale of at least 
one inch to eleven feet, or to such other scale as the Board of Trade 
may approve of for both plan and section, together with such detail 
plan and sections as may bo necessary. 

Besides containing the foregoing definitions (u), the schedule to 
the Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899, in effect defines the 
expression “ the undertakers” as meaning the authority, company, 
or other person named for that purpose in the special Order, sub- 
ject, however, to a provision that if (where the undertakers are not 
the local authority) the undertaking or any part of it is at any 
time purchased by the local authority in accordance with the special 
Order or the principal Act, the local authority shall from the dato 
oil which the purchase takes effect be the undertakers in relation to 


f p) 41 & 42 Vict. c. 70, s. 2. See title Telegraphs and Telephones. 
h]) 69 & 60 Vict. c. 48. See title Tramways and Light Railways. 

(r) See Wakefield Corjaoration v. Wakefield and District Light Railway Co.^ 
nooS] A. 0. 293 ; A.-G?. v. Yorkshire {Woollen District) Electric Tramways, Ltd,^ 
[1907] 2 K. B. 991. Compare Thornton Urban Council v. Blackpool and Fleetwood 
Tramroad Co., [1909] A. C. 264. 

U) See p. 545, ante, 

(i) The deposit of such a map is required by the Rules of the Board of Trade 
(referred to p. 659, post) made under the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 
46 Vict. c. 66), s. 5. 

(a) All of which are contained in s. 1 of the schedule to the Electric Lighting 
(Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Vict. c. 19). 
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the undertaking or part thereof for the purposes of the special 
Order in lieu of the persons named therein as undertakers {h). 

1099. The Electric Lighting Act, 1909 (c), contains the following 
general definitions, all expressed to apply unless the context 
otherwise requires: — 

“Provisional Order’* means a Provisional Order under the 
Electric Lighting Acts. 

“ Electric Lighting Acts ** means, as regards England, the 
Electric Lighting Acts, 1882 and 1888 (d). 

“ Authorised ” means authorised by Act of Parliament or Pro- 
visional Order. 

“Area of supply** means any area within which any local 
authority, company, or person is authorised to supply electricity. 

“ Undertakers ” means any local authority, company, or person 
authorised to supply electricity to whom the Electric Lighting Acts 
apply. 

“Eoad *’ includes any street as defined by the Electric Lighting 
Act, 1882(4 

“ Generating station *’ includes any station for generating, 
transforming, converting, or disti ibuting electricity. 

“ To supply electricity in bulk ’* means to supply electricity — 

(a) to any local authority, company, or person authorised to 
distribute electricity to be used for the purposes of distribution ; or 

(b) to any local authority authorised by any general or special Act 
to undertake or contract for the lighting of streets, bridges, or public 
places, to be used for the purposes of lighting streets, bridges, and 
public places. 


Part III. — Receipts and Expenditure of 

Local Authorities. 

1100. Expenses incurred by a local authority under the Electric 
Lighting Acts, and not otherwise provided for, including expenses 
in connection with obtaining, or opposing the obtaining of, a licence, 
Order, or special Act under the Acts, may be defrayed out of the 
“ local rate ’* ; and the local authority may cause the necessary 
rates to be levied (/). 

The “local rates’* of the various local authorities are at the 
present time the following (g ) : — 

In the case of the Corporation of the City of London, the 
general rate (/t)- 


(h) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1S99 (G2 & 03 Vict. c. 19), schedule, s. 2. 
(r) 9 Edw. 7, c. 34, s. 25. 

[d) 46 & 46 Vict. c. 66 ; 51 & 62 Viet. c. 12. See note (a), p. 642, ante, 

(c) See p. 649, ante. 

(/) Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (*15 & 46 Vict. c. 56), b. 7, 

Seeihid., s. 31, schedule. And see p. 548, ante, where the definition of 
local rate ’* is referred to. 

(A) See City of London (Union of Parishes) Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. cxl.), 
s. 15 
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In the case of the London County Council, the county rate (t)* 

In the case of a metropolitan borough council, the general 
rate (/c). 

In the case of an urban authority, the fund or rate applicable 
to the general purposes of the Public Health Act, 1875 (i.e., usually 
the general district rate), in the district, or any other fund or rate 
applicable to lighting under any local Act (1), 

In the case of a rural district council, the rate or rates out 
of which special expenses in respect of the contributory place or 
places comprised within the area of supply are payable under the 
Public Health Act, 1875, i.e., what is called the special sanitary rate, 
though in tlie case of small amounts sometimes the poor rate or a 
like rate (vi). 

UOl. Local authorities authorised to suj)ply electricity by licence. 
Order, or special Act, have the following borrowing powers under the 
Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (?i). 

(1) A metropolitan borough council may borrow with the consent 
of the London County Council (or of the Local Government Board 
on appeal from that council (o)), subject to the provisions and 
restrictions with respect to borrowing and the repayment of loans 
contained in ss. 183 to 191 (both inclusive) of tlie Metropolis 
Management Act, 1855 (p), on the security of the local rate. 

(2) An urban authority may borrow with the consent of the 
Local Government Board, subject to the provisions and restrictions 
with respect to borrowing and repayment of loans contained in 
ss. 233, 234, and 23G to 239 (both inclusive) of the Public Health 
Act, 1875 (q), on the security of the local rate and any property 
of the authority. 

(3) A rural district council may borrow with the consent of the 
Local Government Board, subject to the provisions and restrictions 
with respect to borrowing and repayment of loans contained in 


(?’) See Local Oovernment Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vict. c. 41), ss. 40, 68. 

{k) See Tiondon Government Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Vict.c. 14), ss. 4, 10. And see 
the London (Hating) Scheme, 1901 , made under the last cited Act (Statutory Rules 
and Orders Revised, Vol. Vlll., London County, ji. 84). Formerly when the 
administrative vestries and district boards were the local authorities under the 
Electric Lighting Acts their expenses as such were, under the Electric Lighting 
Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 56), ss. 7, 31, and schedule, defrayed out of the lighting 
rate or other fund or rate applicable to lighting ; and this circumstance is still of 
importance in connection with the preservation of existing exemptions from 
lighting rate under s. 10 of the London Oovernment Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Vict. 
c. 14), and the scheme above cited. See titles M v tiiopolis ; Rates and Rating. 

(/) See Public Uealth Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Vict. c. 55), ss. 207, 208. And sc® 
titles Local Government ; Rates and Rating. 

(m) See Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 A^ict. c. 65), ss. 229, 230; 
Local Oovernment Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Vict. c. 73), ss. 25, 29. And see titles 
Local Government ; Rates and Rating. 

(n) 45 & 46 Vict c. 66, s. 8, schedule. The borrowing powers confeiiod by 
8. 8 do not extend to the Corporation of the City of London or the London 
County Council. 

(o) London Government Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Vict. c. 14), s. 4 (1). 

Ip) 18 & 19 Vict. c. 120. As to the borrowing powers of metropolitan 
borough councils, see title Metuopoi is. 

(q) 38 & 39 Vict. c. 55. As to the borrowing of money under this Act, 
see title Local Government. 
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BS. 233, 234, and 23G to 239 (both inclusive) of the Public Health 
Act, 1875 (/), on the security of the local rate. 

Money so borrowed is to be deemed to be borrowed under the 
enactments subject to the provisions and restrictions of which it 
is borrowed (s). 

As an alternative, moneys borrowed by a local authority under 
the above-mentioned powers of the Electric Lighting Act, 1882, may 
be borrowed in the manner provided by the Local Loans Act, 
1875 {t), and in construing that Act for this purpose prescribed ” 
means prescribed by the authority whose consent is required to the 
borrowing, i.e., the Local Government Board or the London County 
Council, as the case may be (n). 

1102. As a further alternative, where any authority is authorised 
by any Act to raise money which tliey may bo empowered to borrow 
for certain purposes by the issue of corporation or other stock, 
any money which they may he authorised to borrow under tho 
above-mentioned powers of the Electiic Lighting Act, 1882, may be 
raised by the issue of such stock (u), 

1103. Money borrowed under tho Electric Lighting Acts is not to 
be reckoned as part of the total debt of a local authority for the 
purpose of any limitation on borrowing under tho enactments 
relating to borrowing by the local authority (r). 

1104. The borrowing powers conferred on local authorities by tho 
Electric Lighting Act, 1882, are expressed to apply only where the 
local authority are authorised to supply electricity (w), and it is 
accordingly very doubtful whotlicr they oxlcnd to borrowing for 
the purchase of an existing undertaking (x). 

1105. The accounts of local authorities in relation to receipts and 
expenditure under the Electric Lighting Acts, or any licence, Order, 
or special Act, are subject to audit like their other accounts {a), 

(r) JiS & 30 Viet. c. 5o ; soo note (</), p. 5o3, ante. 

(s) Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 56), s, 8 ; but see the Electric 
I.igliting Act, 1909 (9 Eilw. 7, c. 34), s. 21. 

(f) 38 & 39 Viet. c. 83. 

(n) Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 56), s. 8. The alternative 
luolliod of borrowing undor the Local Loans Act is expressed to bo given to the 
hical authority of any district to whose district that Act extends. But tho Act 
ajipears to apply to all local authorities within tho meaning of tho Act of 1882. 
As to tho Local Loans Act generally, see title Local Government. 

(v) Electric Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edvv. 7, c. 34), s. 21. 

(?/;) Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 56), s. 8. 

(a;) For an instance in which ditnculties occurred as to borrowing by a local 
authority for the purchase of an existing undertaking, which they were required 
to purchase by an Act confirming a Provisional Order, but conferring no special 
hollowing powers on the authority, see Metropolitan Electric Supply Co.y Ltd. v. 
St. Alarylehone Corporation (1903), 67 J, P. 382 ; and see, for further proceedings 
in tho case (1901), 2 L. G. K. 419. The authority were subsequently given the 
neccssaiy borrowing power by special Act (4 Edw. 7, c. xli.). 

(a) Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet c. 56), s. 8, schedule ; Public 
Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 55), ss. 246, 247 ; Municipal Corporations 
Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 60), ss. 25, 27, 242; Tiocal Government Act, 1888 
(51 & 52 Viet c. 41), a. 71 j Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 67 Viet c. 73), 
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U 06 . The Electric Lighting Acts do not themselves provide for 
the application of the receipts of the local authority. Provisions 
to the following effect, for the application of the receipts of a local 
authority where they are the undertakers, are, however, contained 
in the schedule to the Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (h ) : — 

All receipts of the local authority, except borrowed money, 
money arising from the disposal of lands, and other capital money, 
are to be applied by them — 

In payment of certain current expenses, including working and 
establishment expenses and cost of maintenance. 

In payment of the interest on money borrowed for electricity 
purposes. 

In providing instalments or sinking fund in respect of moneys 
borrowed for electricity purposes. 

In payment of all other expenses of executing the special Order, 
not being expenses properly chargeable to capital. 

In providing a reserve fund, if the local authority think fit, 
by setting aside such money as they think reasonable, duly 
investing it, and accumulating it at compound interest, until the 
fund amounts to one- tenth of the aggregate capital expenditure on 
the undertaking. 

The reserve fund is applicable to answer deficiencies in income, 
or to meet extraordinary claims or demands ; and if the fund is 
reduced it may be again restored to the pi escribed limit. 

The net surplus remaining in any year and the annual proceeds 
of the reserve fund when amounting to the prescribed limit, are to 
be carried to the credit of the local rate, or, at the option of the 
local authority, to bo applied to the improvement of their district, 
or in reduction of the capital borrowed for electricity purposes. 

If, however, the surplus in any year exceeds 5 per cent, per 
annum upon the aggregate capital expenditure on the undertaking, 
the local authority must make i eductions in their charges which 
will ill their judgment reduce the surplus to that maximum rale 
of profit (c). 

A deficiency of income in any year not answered out of the 
reserve fund is payable out of the local rate. 

Moneys arising from the disposal of lands and other capital 
moneys received by the local authority in respect of the under- 
taking are to be applied in reduction of the capital moneys 
borrowed for (1) electricity purposes, and (2) other than electricity 
purposes. 

B. oS ; Loiulon Goveriimont Act, 1899 (G2 & 63 Viet. c. 14), s. 14. See titles 
Local Government ; Metro polis. 

{h) 62 & 63 Vict. c. 19, schedule, s. 7. Similar provisions in the Piovisionnl 
Order or special Act aie generally applicable whei© the Act of 1899 docs not 
apply. 

(c) See, however, note (/), p. 694, post 
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Part IV. — Grant of Provisional Order. 

1107. The powers of the Board of Trade to grant Provisional 
Orders conferring powers for the supply of electricity and incidental 
purposes are as follows : — 

The Board may by Provisional Order authorise any local 
authority, company, or person (d) to snpiily electricity for any 
public or private purposes, within any area(e), and for such period, 
whether limited or unlimited (/), as the Boaid think proper (^). 

The Board may, with the concurrence of the Local Government 
Board, by Provisional Order, make provisions, by the constitution 
of a joint committee or joint board, or otherwise, for the joint 
exercise of powers under the Electric Lighting Acts, 1882 to 1909, 
or any Piovisional Order, by two or more local authorities, as 
respects any area of supply consisting of the whole or parts of the 
districts of those authorities ; and any such Provisional Order may 
contain provisions adapting the Acts or any such Provisional 
Order (h) to the case of any committee or board so constituted (i). 

(</) It ia the practice of the Board when tliey grant a Provisional Order to an 
individual or individuals to insert in it clauses making the exercise of its 
powers conditional upon their transfer to other undertakers. See p. 636, post. 

(e) By the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (4o & 46 Viet. c. 66), s. 3 (7), as 
applied by ibid., s. 4, the grant of a Provisional Order to a local authority to 
8U})ply electiicity within any area, though the same or some part thereof is not 
■within their own district, is expressly authorised ; and Orders authorising a local 
authority to supply an outside area are often granted. 

(/) IVovisional Orders are never granted for limited periods. 

{(/) Electric lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet, c. 66), s. 4. A Provisional 
Order under this section may, by thid., s 3 (8), f9), as applied by s. 4, make such 
regulations as to the limits within which and the conditions under which a 
supply of electricity is to be compulsory or permissive, and for enforcing the 
poilormanco of the undertakers’ duties in relation to the supply, and for the 
revocation of the Provisional Order on the undeitakers’ failure to perform such 
duties, and generally may contain such regulations and conditions as the Board 
of Tiade think expedient, and, in the case of undertakers other than the local 
authority, it may contain provisions for specified pui-posos in connection with 
the breaking up of streets repairable by the local authority, and the alteration 
of the position of pipes and wires other than those of the unilertakers under such 
streets. And the subject-matters for which it is contemplated that such a 
Provisional Order may provide are further indicated by tbid., s 6, whereby the 
uiidei takers aie to be bubjoct to such legulations and conditions as may bo 
inserted in any licence, Order, or special Act with regard, putting it shortly, to 
(a) the limits within and the conditions under which the supply is to be compulsory 
or pemiissive ; (b) securing a regular and efficient supply ; (c) securing the 
safety of the public ; (d) limitation of pi ices ; (e) authorising inspection and 
inquiry by the Board of Trade and the local authoiity ; (f) the enforcement of 
the performance of the undertakers’ duties by penalties or otherwise, and the 
revocation of the licence, Order, or special Act on the failure of the undertakers to 
exercise their powers ; and (g) other matters. Provisions on all the subject- 
mattci-s of B. 6, except those in heads (b) and (c), are contained in the schedule 
to the Electiic Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 19), and will be 
found in Provisional Orders not incorporating that schedule. It has never been 
the practice to insert provisions under head (c), nor since 1883 under head (b), 
in Provisional Orders ; these matters are loft to be dealt with by the Board 
of Trade regulations ; see note (v) p. 645, ante. 

(h) I.t., apparently, any existing Provisional Order the joint exercise of 
|>owers under v hich is in question. 

(i) Electric Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 34), s. 8. A joint board for the 
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The Board may by Provisional Order authorise any local 
authority, company, or person, who is authorised by the same or 
any previous Provisional Order, or by Act of Parliament, to supidy 
electricity in any area, to acquire compulsorily, or to use, for the 
purpose of a generating station, any land specified in the Order, 
whether situated within or without the area of supply, and, in the 
case of a local authority, whether situated within or without their 
district (/c). And for the purpose of the acquisition of land 
authorised to bo taken compulsorily under such a Provisional Order, 
the powers of the Lands Clauses Acts relating to the purchase and 
taking of land otherwise than by agreement, and to the entry 
upon lands by the promoters of the undertaking, are made available, 
subject to formal modifications and to a provision extending the 
meaning of land so as to include easements (/). But the Board 
cannot by Provisional Order authorise the compulsory acquisition 
of any land which, at the date of the first publication of the notice 
for the Order, belongs to any gas or water undertakers, and is used, 
or authorised to be used, by them for the purposes of their 
undertaking (m). 

The Board may by Provisional Order authorise any local 
authority, company, or person authorised to supply electricity in 
any area, to supply at any point within that ai ea electricity to bo 
used for purposes incidental to the working or lighting of any 
railway, tramway, or canal situate partly within and partly without 
that area, other than pui poses for which the Board are empow^erod 
by the Electric Lighting Act, 1909 ( 71 ), to authorise a supply without 
recourse to Provisional Order (o). A body receiving a supply 
under such a Provisional Order are, however, subject to a 
prohibition against using the electricity so as to interfere with 
Government or statutory observatories or laboratories (p). 

The Board, unless they are of opinion that, by reason of the 
character or magnitude of the proposed undertaking, the matter ought 
to be dealt with by private Bill, may by Provisional Order (a) authorise 
any local authority or company to supply electricity in bulk ; (b) pro- 
vide for any supply so authorised being compulsory ; and (c) make 
such other provisions as appear to them necessary for adapting 
the Electric Lighting Acts to any case where a local authority or 
company are authorised to supply electricity in bulk, including the 
application to roads, railw^ays, and tramways along the route along 
which lines are authorised to be laid for the purpose of giving the 
supply in bulk, of the provisions of those Acts which authorise or 
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cnirM'iiar on (>f an electrical and tramway undertaking in the boroughs of 
Stal} bridge, livdc, Mossley, and Dukiiifield is constituted by 1 Edw. 7, c. cxcv. 

(/<•) Eloctiic Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c, 34), s. 1 (1). As to the notices 
of an ajiplication for a Provisional Oi*dor under the section, see note (r/), p. 559, 
post ; and as to tho necessity for express authority to use land for a generating 
station, see p. 570, post, 

(/) IhuL, s. 1 (2). See p. 568, post, 

(m) Jh'd„ B, 24. 

(n) /.e., haulage or traction on the railway, tramway, or canal, and lighting 
vehicles and vessels to he used thereon ; see p. 595, post, 

( 0 ) lhid,f s. 5 (2). 

(p) Ibid., 8. 6 (3). See further, p. 595, post. 
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enable the Board to authorise the breaking up of any road, railway, 
or tramway. If the Board refuse to grant a Provisional Order 
under these powers on the ground that the matter ought to he dealt 
with by private Bill, then, subject to the Standing Orders of 
Parliament, and subject to provisions for the giving of certain 
additional notices, the notices published and served for the purposes 
of the Provisional Order are to he held to have been published and 
served for the purposes of a private Bill applying for similar 
powers, and the application for the Provisional Order is to he 
treated as a petition for leave to bring in a private Bill ( 7 ). 

For the purpose of enabling electricity to be brought into an area 
of supply from a generating station belonging to any undertakers 
situated outside that area, the Board may by Provisional Order 
apply to any roads, railways, or tramways situated outside that area 
the provisions of the Electric Lighting Acts which authorise, or 
enable the Board to authorise, the breaking up of any road, railway, 
or tramway, so far as those provisions do not already so apply (/*). 

Lastly, the Board have certain powers for dealing by Provisional 
Order with the purchase of undertakings by local authorities (s). 

1108. A Provisional Order authorising the supply of electricity 
within the district of a local authority by other undertakers must 
not, however, be granted by the Board of Trade, unless (except 
where the local authority waive their right to such notice) notice of 
the intended application for the Order has been duly given to the 
authority on or before July 1st in the year in which the application 
is made; nor must it he granted without the consent of that 
authority, unless the Board, if the consent is refused, are of opinion 
that, having regard to all the circumstances of the case, the 
consent ought to be dispensed with (0- No such notice need, 
however, be given to the local authority of a district in which it is 
not intended to take power to distribute electricity (u). 

Again, a Provisional Order authorising the breaking up of roads 
outside the area of supply (a) must not be granted except with the 
consent of the local authority in whose district the road is situate, 
unless the Board, if the consent is refused, are of opinion that, 
having regard to all the circumstances of the case, the consent 
ought to ho dispensed with (h). 

Where the Board dispense with the consent of a local authority 


(7) Electric Lightiog Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 34), s. 4. For special legislation 
authorising supply in bulk, see pp. 627 — 635, 639, post. 

(r) I hid.) 8. 3. Provisions for the purpose contemplated W this section have 
frequently been inserted in the Acts confirming Provisional Orders. 

(s) See pp. 600, 601 , post. 

(<) Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 56), s. 4; Electnc Lighting 
Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Viet. o. 12), s. 1 ; Electric Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, 
c. 34), 8. 9. 

(u) Electric Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 34), s. 9. The provision that 
notice need not be given to the local authority seems to imply that their consent 
is not required. 

(a) Under the Electric Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 34), ss. 3, 4 (1). 

(h) I hid. Observe that the consent required is that of the local autnority in 

hose distrtict the road is situate, whether they or any other body or persons 
are responsible for its maintenance. 
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in any of the above-mentioned cases they are to make a special 
report to Parliament stating their grounds for so doing (c). 

1109. The procedure on application for, and on objections against 
the grant of, a Provisional Order is regulated almost entirely by rules 
issued by the Board of Trade (d). The passing of a resolution at a 
special meeting is, however, required by statute in the case of an 
application by a local authority (^), And, in connection with the 
Bill for the confirmation of the Order, compliance with the Standing 
Orders of Parliament is necessary in addition to the compliance with 
the rules of the Board (/). 

mo. The Provisional Order must not be granted by the Board of 
Trade until opportunity has been given to all parties interested to 
make representations or objections to the Board with regard to the 
application (g). 

1111. The grant of authority to any undertakers to supply elec- 
tricity within any area by licence or Provisional Order is not in any 
way to hinder or restrict the granting of a licence or Provisional 
Order to the local authoiity, or to any other company or person 
within the same area (/<). 

m2. Where applications for Provisional Orders authorising the 
supply of electricity within the district of a local authority are 
received by the Board of Trade from the local authority and other 
applicants, the Board give the preference to the local authority if, 
i'l the opinion of the Board, no special circumstances exist 
rendering such preference inexpedient (/). 

1113. The Board of Trade will submit to Parliament for con- 
firmation any Provisional Order granted by them under the Electric 
Lighting Acts, 1882 to 1901), but the Order is of no force until it is 
confirmed by Parliament (/»). 


(c) Electiic Tiij>hling Act, 18S8 (ol & 52 Viet. c. 12), b. 1 ; Eloctiic Lighting 
Act, 1009 (9 Edw. 7, c. 84), ss. 3, 4 (1). 

{(i) The Board have powf'r to muko rules on the subject, and as to other 
luntters arising under the Electiic Lighting Acts, under the Electric Tiighting 
Act, 1882 (45 & 4G Vict. c. 50), s. 5. And hy the Electric Lighting Act, 1909 
(9 Edw. 7, c 34), s. 1 (3), the Board are requiiod to i)rovidc, hy rules under s. 6 
of tho Act of 1882, for notices to owneis, lessees, and occupiers, and also for 
public notice, in the case of an application for a Piovisional Order authorising 
tile compulsory acqiiiisition or use of land for a goneiating slation. Rules under 
8. 5 of the Act of 1882 have, by virtue of that section, statutory foico and aro 
to he judicially noticed ; and they aio to belaid before Bailiameiit, but their 
validity does not apjiear to depend on their having been so laid. 8co the Scotch 
case of Hepburn v. Wilson (1901), 3 Adam, 602. Tho rules at present (1910) m 
foice were issued in September, 1899 (Slat. R. & O. Rev., Vol. IV., Electric 
Lighting, p. 1). 

Te) Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 50), ss. 3 (0), 4. 

(/) See the note appended to tho rules of the Boaid of Tiado of September, 
1899, referred to in note (d), supra. See also title Paiiliament. 

(</) Electiic Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 40 Vict. c. 60), ss. 3 (5), 4. 

Ch) Electric Lighting Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Vict. c. 12), s. 1. 

(0 See the note appended to the Rules of the Board of Trade of September, 
1899, referred to in note (ti), supra. 

{k) Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c, 56), s. 4 (2). 
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Part IV. If ^hile the Bill confirming any such Order is pending in either 
Grant of House of Parliament a petition is presented against any Order 
Provisional comprised therein, the Bill, so far as it relates to that Order, may 
be referred to a select committee, and the petitioner is to be allowed 
Opposition to to appear and oppose as in the case of a private Bill (1) 

BiiL 

Part V. — Powers and Duties of 

Undertakers. 

Sect. 1. — Introductory. 

Introductory 1114 . In the ensuing account of the powers and duties of the 
explanation, undertakers carrying on an electric undertaking it is assumed that 
the undertaking is authorised by a Provisional Order which (as is 
usual in the case of Provisional Orders as to provincial undertakings 
in England confirmed since the passing of the Electric Lighting 
(Clauses) Act, 1899 (a) ) incorporates the whole of the schedule to 
that Act except the clauses applicable to Scotland and Ireland, and 
which contains itself only special provisions of the kind that have 
been generally inserted in such Provisional Orders. 

The provisions of the Electric Lighting Acts, 1882 to 1909 (Z;), 
to which there will be occasion to refer, are, however, not confined 
to undertakings authorised by Provisional Order, but apply also, 
subject to the provisions of the special Act, to undertakings 
authorised by the special Act (c). The provisions of the schedule to 
the Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (d)» incorporated not 
only with subsequent Provisional Orders, but subject to the express 
provisions of the special Act, with subsequent special Actr, 
authorising provincial undertakings. And Provisional Orders and 
special Acts not incorporating the schedule to the Act of 1899 in 
general contain provisions practically identical with, or dilTering 
comparatively little from, provisions in that schedule (c). 

(I) Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 66), s. 4 (3). And see title 
Parliament for private Bill procedure. 

(a) 62 & 63 Viet. c. 19. 

h) 45 & 46 Viet. c. 56 ; 51 & 52 Viet. c. 12 ; 9 Edw. 7, c. 34. 

(c) See pp. 6-13, 544, ante. 

(d) 62 & 63 Viet. c. 19. As the present part of the title is written as an 
account of an undertaking authorised by a Provisional Order incoi’poratiiig the 
schedule to the Act of 1899, in other words, an undertaking authorised by a 
“special Order’* within the meaning of that schedule (see p. 650, a;de), the 
undertaking is spoken of in the present part of the title as authorised by “ special 
Order,” even in dealing with sections of the Electric Lighting Acts, although 
these Acts do not use the exjiression “ special Order,” but other and generally 
wider expressions, such as “ licence,” “ Order,” or “ special Act.” In the same 
way the expression “the undertakers” is used in dealing with sections of the 
Acts which use other expressions, such as a “ local authority,” “ company,” or 

person authorised to supply electricity.’* In cases where the language of a 
section is thus departed from, however, its scope is indicated in the footnotes. 

(e) The schedule to the Electric Lighting(Ciauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 
19), consists, as has been stated (p. 544, ante)^ of provisions, generalised in form, 
which had been usual in Orders granted before the Act. The f oxm employed fox 
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Consequently, while the possibility of peculiar legislation affecting Sect. l. 
a particular undertaking must not be forgotten, the ensuing account Intro- 
of the powers and duties of the undertakers is in great measure of ductory, 
general application in reference to undertakings of a normal 
character. 


Sect. 2. — General Powers and Obligations, 

1115 . The undertakers may, subject to and in accordance with General 
the provisions and restrictions of the Electric Lighting Acts, and of 

any rules made by the Board of Trade in pursuance thereof, and of 
the special Order (/) authorising or affecting their undertaking, and 
for the purpose of supplying electricity, acquire such lands by 
agreement (g), construct such works (/t), acquire such licences for 
the use of any patented or protected processes, inventions, 
machinery, apparatus, methods, materials, or other things, enter 
into such contracts (i), and generally do all such acts and things as 
may be necessary and incidental to such supply (j). 

1116 . In the exercise of the powers in relation to the execution of Compenwiioa 
works given them by the Electric Lighting Acts or the special damage. 
Order (k), the undertakers must cause as little detriment and incon- 
venience and do as little damage as possible (0, and must make full 
compensation to all bodies and persons intereded for all damage 
sustained by them by reason or in consequence of the exercise of 

such powers (m)y the amount and application of such compensation 
in case of difference to be determined by arbitration (zi). 

1117 . Where a local authority are the undertakers they may Power of 
contract with any company or person for the execution and main- a^^orit to 
tenance of any works needed for the purposes of the authorised contract; 
supply of electricity, or for the supply of electricity within the area 

of supply or any part of it (o). 


Buch Orders iinniediately before tho Act, and on which the Act was founded, had, 
Ijowever, dcvcloi)cd gradually ; and many of the provisions of tho eailier Ordeis 
are accordingly less complete than, and otherwise diverge in detnil from, Ihoso 
of tho schedule to the Act of 1890. 

( / ) Tho \\ ords are “ any licouce, Older, or special Act authorising or aHecting 
their undcitaking.” 

(7) See further, p. 508, post, 

[h) See further, p. o"i0, post, 

(t) See further, p. 588, post. 

( 0 Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 40 Yict. c. 50), s. 10, 
f/r) The words are “ any licence, Order, or special Act.” 

(/) The provision that the iindei takers are to cause as little dctiimcnt etc. 
and do as little damage as possible appears to refer to the way in which the 
works are carried out, and not to limit any discretion which the undertakers 
have as to what works they will carry out. See R. v. East and West India 
J> 0 (k 8 and Birmingham Junction Rail, Co. (1853), 2 E. & 13. 400, per Lord 
Campbell, C.J., at p. 474 ; Fenwick v. East London Rail, Co, (1875), L. B, 20 
Eq. 644, per Jessel, M.B., at p. 549. 

(m) /.e., the powers for tho execution of the works as distinguish o i from 
those for using the works ; see Shelfer v. City of London Electric Lightinq Co,^ 
[1895] 1 C^. 287, 0. A. 

(n) Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 60), s. 17. As to arbitration 
under the Act, see p. 615, post, 

(0) lhd„ 8. 11. 
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Sect. 2. 
General 
Powers and 
Obligations. 

Prohibition 
against 
t ransfer of 
l)0wcrs. 


Prohi))ition 
against com- 
bination 
etc. between 
uiulor- 
takers. 


Prohibition 
against 
competition 
by un- 
authorised 
under- 
takcis. 


1118 . The undertakers must not, by transfer or otherwise, divest 
themselves of any of the powers, rights, or obligations conferred or 
imposed on them by the Electric Lighting Acts, or by the special 
Order, otherwise than under and in accordance with a provision 
contained in a licence, Order, or special Act authorising such a 
divestiture (p). An agreement by which the undertakers in fact, in 
a practical sense, hand over the control of the undertaking to con- 
tractors is a transfer of the undertakers’ powers within the pro- 
hibition, and void accordingly, notwithstanding that it contains a 
clause in terms declaring that the agreement is not to be deemed to 
create a relationship between the undertakers and the contractors, 
the creation of which is prohibited (q). 

The undertakers are further prohibited from purchasing or 
acquiring the undertaking of, or associating themselves with, any 
company or person supplying energy under any licence. Provisional 
Order or special Act, unless the undertakers are authorised by 
Parliament to do so (r). The prohibition, however, is not to be 
construed as prohibiting the undertakers from taking a supply of 
electricity in bulk from any company or person authorised to give 
such a supply (s). In case of contravention of the prohibition, 
the Board of Trade may, if they think fit, revoke the special 
Order upon such terms as they think just (0- 

1119 . It is unlawful for any local authority, company, or person 
other than the undertakers to commence to supply or distribute 
electricity within the area of supply of any undertakers, unless 
authorised by Act of Parliament, or by licence or Provisional Order 
under the Electric Lighting Acts. But the prohibition does not 
prevent any company or person whose business is not primarily 
that of the supply of electric energy to consumers from affording 
a supply to any other company or person. Nor does it prevent any 
company empowered, on November 25 th, 1909, by their memorandum 
of association to generate electric energy from affording a supply 


(p) Electric Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 31), k. 11 , providing that “a 
local authorit}", cotnpany, or person who liave obtained a licence, Order, or 
special Act for the supply of eloctiicitv ” shall not etc. 

( 7 ) Sadhuri/ Curporationy. Empire Electric, Lipid and Power Co., Ltd., [190r)')2 
('ll. 104, decided under provisions in the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 40 
Yict. c. 50), s. n, now repealed and replaced by the Electric Ligliting Act, 1909 
(9 Edw. 7, c. 34), s. 14. Powera for the transfer of an undertaking are fre- 
quently inserted in Provisional Orders (see pp. 035, 630, post). Agrooments of 
the character of that in the Sudbury case nave in some cases been confirmed 
by^ special Acts (see 7 Edw. 7, cc. xci. (Electric Supply Corporation), xeix. 
(Richmond, Surrey)). 

(r) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (02 & 63 Viet. c. 19), schedule, s. 3 . 

(>») Electric Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7. c. 34), s. 20 . The section, which 
is expressed to bo enacted for removing doubts, applii s not only to the prohibi- 
tion in the Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act (62 & 63 Yict. c. 19), schodide, s. 3 , 
but to other similar prohibitions. Provisions similar to those of the section 
have been generally inserted in recent Provisional Orders. Powers of mutual 
association have been conferred on particular undertakers by special legislation 
in many cases. See particularly the metropolitan legislation referred to 
pp. 619, 620, post. 

(<) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Yict. 0 . 19), schedule, b. 3, 
iU to the revocation of the special Order, see p. 603, post. 
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lo ft railway company for purposes incidental to that company’s 
undertaking other than the conveyance of public traffic (m). 

Sect. 3. — Mortgage of Undertaking, 

1120. The special Order does not prevent the undertakers (not 
being a local authority) from borrowing on the security of mort- 
gages of the undertaking, or render the consent or approval of the 
Board of Trade necessary to the validity or effect of such a 
mortgage. But every such mortgage is to be deemed to comprise 
all purchase-money which may be paid to the undertakers in the 
event of any sale or transfer of the undertaking or any part of it, 
under s. 2 of the Electric Lighting Act, 1888 (?;), or the special 
Order. A mortgage granted by the undertakers is not a charge on 
the undertaking or any part of it in the event of the undertaking 
or that part being so sold or transferred ; and every mortgage deed 
granted by the undertakers is to be indorsed with notice to that 
effect {lo). 

Sect. 4. — llesponsihilify oj Undertakers for Nuisance etc, 

1121. As regards injury caused to others in the carrying on of 
the undertaking, the undertakers are in many respects in no better 
position than persons supplying electricity without statutory 
powers would be. 

In the first place, their powers under the special Order are subject 
to a provision that nothing in the special Order shall exonerate 
them from any indictment, action, or other proceeding for nuisance 
in the event of any nuisance being caused or permitted by them {x). 

One result of this enactment is that the undertakers aro in some 
cases prevented from justifying the creation of a nuisance in the 
ordinary sense — e.g.y by vibration from machinery — even where 
they have powers which, but for the enactment, would have justified 
the nuisance (y). 


Sect. 2. 
General 
Powers and 
Obligations. 

Mortgage of 
undertaking. 


Undertakers' 
liabilities in 
tort. 


Undertakers' 
powers do not 
authorise 
nuisance. 

Nuisance 
from generat- 
ing btai lou. 


(?t) Klectiic Liglitiiig Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 31), 8. 23. Tho section provides 
that “where in any area a local authority, company, or person is authorised 
to supply electricity under Act of Parliament or under licence or Provisional 
Order, ... it shall not, after tho passing of this Aci, be lawful for any other 
local authority, company, or person to commenco to supply or distribute elec- 
tricity within the same area,” unless etc. The prohibition would seem to extend 
to cases whore supply in any area is authorised after the Act of 1909, but, in 
such cases, must apparently be confined to a subsequent commencing to supjily 
without authority. Tho Act of 1909 received the royal assent on November 
2uth, 1909. 

(r) 61 & 52 Viet. c. 12, 8. 2 ; see p. GOO, post 

(ir) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (02 & 63 Viet. c. 19), schedule, s. 78, 

(r) Ihi(L, 8. 81. 

(y) Sec Shcl/crY. City of London Electric LiyliUng Co.^ [1895j 1 Ch. 287, C. A., 
whore the defendant company were restrained from woikiiig a generating 
station so as to cause a nuisance. The decision, though turning partly on the 
enactment equivalent to s. 81 of the schedule to the Act of 1899, svpra, applicable to 
tho defendants’ undertaking, would apparently have been the same in the absence 
of that enactment, on the ground that the general powers of s. 10 of the 
Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (-15 & 4G Viet. c. oG), as to which, see p. 661, ante^ 
on which alone the defendants could rely as authorising the acquisition of land 
for, or the erection of, the generating station, were enabling only (compare 
Metropolitan Asylum District v. Hill (1881), 6 App. Gas. 193 ; llapier v. Londm 
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Sect. 4, Another result is that the doctrine (a) under which he who 
Reaponsl- employs a dangerous agency does so at his peril applies to the 
bility of undertakers as it does to a private individual ; so that in the case 
Under- of an accident caused by their employment of electricity they may 
^ersfor liable even in the absence of negligence {h), notwithstanding the 
principle that in general those carrying on statutory undertakings 

1 are liable in such cases only if negligence is proved (c). 

Application of At the same time, some of the powers given to the undertakers 
v! undoubtedly justify what in the absence of such powers would be a 
nflcher, ' nuisance ; for instance, the powers to break up streets (^0• 

ofitreelf. Tramways Co.^ [1 893] 2 Gh. 588, 0. A.). But, whore it applies, s. 81 of the schedule 

to the Act of 1899 prevents undertakers from justifying a nuisance from a 
generating station erected on land which they have special power to acquire 
or utilise for the purpose. In many cases, however, where power to acquire or 
utilise specified land for a generating station has boon given by statute, s. 81 of 
the schedule to the Act of 1899, or any corresponding provision applicable to 
the undertaking, has been declared inapplicable as regards nuisances caused by 
woi ks of the undertakers on that land, with, in a few cases, the exception of 
nuisances due to particular causes (seep 030, post, and compare the metiopolitan 
legislation referred to, p. 622, post). The Board of Trade are enabled by the 
Electric Lighting Act, i909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 34), s. 1 (see p. 557, ante), to confer 
powers of the kind by Provisional Order. But whether the Board will in any 
case be prepared to frame such a Provisional Order so as to exclude nuisances 
aiising from the working of the generating station from the operation of s. 81 
of the schedule to the Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 19), 
remains to be seen. 

As to the effect of such enactments as s. 81 of the schedule to the Act of 1899, 
BOO further, A.-G. v. Gas Light and Voice Co, (1877), 7 Ch. J). 217 ; Jordeson v. 
Muttony Sonthcodtes and Drypool Gas Co., [1899] 2 Ch. 217, C. A. Latcheller Y, 
Tunbridge Wells Gas Co. (1901), 84 L. T. 765. 

For cases, turning on the facts, in which proceedings have been taken 
against electrical undei takers in respect of alleged nuisances from generating 
stations, see Colirell v. St. Pancras Borough Couiuil, [1904] 1 Ch. 7()7 ; Knight v. 
Isle of Wight Klatiic Light and Power Co. (1904), 73 L. J. (oil.) 299. 

In Demerara Electric Co, v. White^ [1907] A. C. 330, P.C., whijre, under colonial 
legislation, the company wore, on the same date, authorised by an Order to 
siqiply electricity for all purposes and use it for the pui2)ose of any undertaking, 
and authorised by a licence to operate a tramway undertaking by electric 
jiower, a clause in the Order preserving the company’s liability for nuisance 
was held to cover nuisances caused m the geneiation of electricity for the 
purpose of the tramways, though the licence contained no similar clause. 

(a) With regard to this doctrine, known as the doctrine of Rgiands v. Fletcher 
(1868), L. 11., 3 II. L. 330 ; 1 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., 810; see note (a) on p. 583, 
posty and titles Negligence ; Nuisance. 

(51 Midwood & Co , Ltd. v. Manchestfr Curporaiiony [1905] 2 E. B. 597, C. A. 

(c) As to this principle, see titles Negligknce; Nuisance. In Solomons v. 
Stepney Borough Council (1905), 69 J. P. 360, where the principle was assumed 
to apply to the undertakers of an electric lighting undertaking, the statutory 
provisions preserving the liability of the undertakers for nuisance and accident 
were not brought to the attention of the court. 

(d) See per lioMEii, L.J.,in Midwood & C'o., Ltd.Y. Manchester Corporation, 8U)ira, 
Possibly the main powers of the undertakers for interference with streets, being 
derived from s. 12 of the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 56), and 
the provisions of the Gasworks Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 15), 
incorporated therewith, and not (like their powers under s. 10 of the Act of 1882) 
being expressed to be subject to the Provisional Order, licence, or special Act, are 
not controlled by s. 81 of the schedule to the Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 
1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 19). This explanation was not suggested in Midwood ds 
Co., Ltd, V. Manchester Corporation, supra. The powers given by the Gasworks 
Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 15), are themselves subject to a section in 
that Act (s. 29), which, however, is not incorporated with the Electric Lighting 
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Secondly, the undertakers are declared answerable for all accidents, 
damages, and injuries happening through the act or default of the 
undertakers, or of any person in their employment, by reason of or 
in consequence of any of the undertakers* works, and are required 
to save harmless all authorities, bodies, and persons by whom any 
street is repairable, and all other authorities, companies, and bodies 
collectively and individually, and their officers and servants, from 
all damages and costs in respect of those accidents, damages, and 
injuries (€). But whether the responsibility thus cast on them 
extends to accidents etc. not due to the negligence of the undertakers 
or of those for whom they are responsible is doubtful (/). 

1122. It is the practice to insert in Acts and Orders authorising 
the use of electricity for the purposes of traction on railways and 
tramways express provisions dealing with the danger to metal gas 
and water pipes, and similar apparatus, from electrolytic action set 
up by electric currents due to the operations of the body working 
the railway or tramway (g). But though clauses dealing with the 
danger of electrolysis have been inserted in a few special Acts (//), 
there is no general legislation on the matter applicable to under- 
takings under the Electric Lighting Acts(i). 

1123. With a view to the protection of the royal palaces, parks, and 
gardens, museums, and other public buildings, and their contents. 


Act, 1882 (45 & 40 Viet, c. 50), similar to s. 81 of the schedule to the Act of 
1899. As to how far noghgeiice is an element in the liability of promoters of a 
gas undertaking for an accident arising out of the exercise of the powers of the 
Act of 1847 for interfering with streets, see Jlornbij v. Liverpool United (kis 
jA(jht Co. (1883), 47 J. P. 231, as to which case see further note (o), p. 573, post ; 
Ooodson V. Sunhury Gas Consumers Co. y Ltd. (1896), 75 L. T. 251 ; Price v. South 
Metro 2 M>litan Gas Co. (1895), 65 L. J. (q. B.) 126, in none of which cases, however, 
was s. 29 of the Oaswoiks Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Vict. c. 15), considered. 

G‘) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (02 & 63 Vict. c. 19), schedule, s. 77. 

(/) In BrocMehnrst v. Manchestery Bunjy Rochdale and Oldham Steam 
Tramways Co. (1886), 17 Q. B. B. 118, a precisely similar enactment in the 
Tramways Act, 1870 (33 & 31 Vict. c. 78), s. 55, was held not to nuidcr 
the tramway promoters liable, in the absence of negligence, for an accident 
caused by a tramcar to a person using the highway. But in Midwood (fc Co , Ltd, 
V. Manchester Corpondiony [1905] 2 3L B. 697, C. A., Matifiow, IaJ., 
expressed the opinion that a similar enactment appb cable to an electric under- 
taking rendered the undertakers liable in the case of an explosion and lire 
caused by their mains apart from negligence, dihtmguishing the Brocklehurst 
case on the ground of the dilTerenco in character between a tramway under- 
taking and an electi’ic undeiiaking. In Dumphy v. Montreal Liylit, Ueaty and 
Power Co.y [1907] A. C. 454, P. C., where the defendant company had statutory 
powers for the supply of electricity in Montreal, and for that purpose to place 
wires under or over the streets, subject to the proviso that the company should 
be “ responsible for all damages which it may occasion,’^ it was assumed that 
the company would not be liable for an accident caused by their wires in the 
absence of negligence ; and the points decided were that as the company had 
the statutory option of placing their wires overhead or underground, it could 
not be negligent on their part to select the former alternative, and that a find- 
ing of a jury that they had been negligent in failing to insulate or guard their 
wires could not be sustained in the absence of evidence that such precautions 
would have been effectual. 

(g) See titles Railways akd Oanj^s ; Tramways and Light Railways. 

Th) See, e.g.y 3 Edw. 7, c. ccxxxviii., s. 34. 

(t) The restrictions on the undertakers as to the earthing of circuits (see p. 667, 
post) are in general regarded as a sufficient security against danger from 
eleotrolysiB. 


Sect. 4. 
Responsi’ 
bilityof 
Unde^ 
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responsibility 
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Sect. 4. 
Besponsi’ 
bility of 
Under- 
takers for 
Nuisance 
etc. 


Aren of 
supply. 

Prohibition 
against supply 
outside area 
of supply. 


powers are vested in the Commissioners of Works for inspecting 
any generating station of any undertakers, and requiring (subject 
to provisions for the reference of disputes to arbitration) works to 
bo executed and things done by them to secure due consumption 
of smoke, prevent evolution of oxides of sulphur, and generally 
prevent nuisance {j). 


Sect. 6 . — Area of Supply, 

1124. The undertakers* “area of supply” is always delimited 
by the Provisional Order (k). 

The undertakers may be specially authorised by Provisional 
Order or otherwise to supply electricity to a certain extent outside 
their area of supply, and, in connection with such authority, given 
special powers for the breaking up of streets etc. for the purpose of 
constructing and laying down lines and works (Z). But unless so 
authorised, the undertakers must not supply energy or, except for the 
purposes of the special Order, erect or lay down any electric lines 
or works beyond the area of supply (;/t) otherwise than under the 
authority of Parliament, or under a licence (n) granted by the 
Board of Trade (o). This prohibition is not merely against tlie 
utilisation by the undertakers of their powers under the special 
Order for the purpose of supplying energy elsewhere than in the 
area of supply, but is of a general character, so that, for example, 
it prevents a limited liability company who obtain a special Order for 
a given area from supplying energy by private agreement else- 
where (p). The prohibition would be infringed by the supply to a 
consumer at a point within the area of supply of energy to be 
utilised by the consumer outside that area (7). 


(y) Electric Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 34), s. 22. The eection is 
!nnp])licuble to the IIorsofciTy lload station of the Westminster Electric Supply 
Col j)oration, Limited. Comiiare the metropolitan legislation referred to, p. 022, 
post. 

(k) The Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 19), schedule, 
B. 4 (1), provides that “the area of supi)ly shall be the area named for that 
purpose in the special Order.*^ 

(/) See pp. 6o7, 658, ante; pp. 595, 596, post. 

{m) Though the laying of wires etc. outside the area of supply for the purposes 
of siipjdy within it is not prohibited, the powers of the Electiic Lighting Acts 
and of the Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 63 Viet. c. 19), for 
breaking up streets etc. are, imles.s specially extended, confined to the area 
of supply (see pp. 573, b~G,po8t). Hence special authority is generally neces- 
saiy whore the undertakers propose to lay wii'os outside their area of supply 
for the purpose of supply withm it. Such authority may now bo given by 
Provisional Order (see p. 558, ante). Battersea Vestry v. County of London arid 
Brush Provincial Electric Lighting Co.y Ltd., [1899] 1 Ch. 474, 0. A., and Finchley 
Electric Light Co. v. Finchley Urban (7o«?7CtZ,Tl903] 2 Ch. 437, 0. A., are instances 
in which undertakers under the Electric Lighting Acts have placed lines in 
streets outside their area of supply without powers in that behalf, and litigation 
has ensued. As to these cases, and as to interference with highways without 
statutory powers generally, see title Highways, Streets and Bridges. 

(») No such licence has boon granted. 

(0) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 19), schedule, 
s. 4 (2). 

(p) A.-O. v. Metropolitan Electric Supply Co., Ltd., [1905] 1 Ch. 757, C. A. 

(7) See Oaa Light and Coke Co. v. South Metropolitan Qas Co. (1889), 62 L. J. 
(cH.) 123, H. L.; A.-O, v. Weal Gloucestershire Water Co.^ [1909] 2 Ch. 338, 0. A* 
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II the undertakers supply energy or erect or lay down electric 
lines or wires in contravention of the prohibition, the Board of 
Trade may, if they think lit, revoke the special Order on such terms 
as they deem just(r). 

Sect. 6. — System and Mode of Supply. 

1125. The undertakers are authorised, subject to the provisions 
of the special Order and of the principal Act, to supply electric 
energy within the area of supply, for all public and private pur- 
poses as defined by the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (s), subject to 
conditions to the following effect : — 

The energy is to be supplied only by means of some system 
approved in w’riting by the Board of Trade, and subject to the 
Board’s regulations (/). 

The undertakers must not, without the exju'ess consent of the 
Board of Trade, and (except where they are the undertakers) of 
the local authoriiy, place any electric line above ground except 
'within premises in the sole occujmtion or control of the under- 
takers, and except so much of any service line as is necessarily so 
placed for the purpose of supply. And they must not permit any 
part of any circuit to be connected with earth except so far as may 
be necessary for carrying out the provisions of the Board of Trade 
regulations, unless the connection is for the time being approved 
by the Board, with the concurrence of the Postmaster-General, 
and is made in accordance with the conditions, if any, of that 
approval (?/). 

Sect. 7. — Security for Execution of Walls, 

1126. The undertakers, except where they are a local authority, 
must, within a limited time after the commencement of the special 
Order and before exercising their pow'ers for the execution of works, 
satisfy the Board of Trade of their being in a position to discharge 
their obligations, and also deposit or secure to the satisfaction of 
the Board the sum fixed in that behalf (a). On default of the 
undertakers in these respects the Board, after considering any 
representations of the local authority, may revoke the special 
Order as to the whole, or with the undertakers’ consent, any part 
of the area of supply (/>). 

The sum deposited or secured is to be repaid or released to the 
undertakers in moieties upon certificates that amounts equal to the 
sums to be repaid or released have been expended by them upon 
their works, or that distributing mains have been duly laid in the 
streets where the undertakers are required to lay such mains within 


(r) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 19), schedulo, s, d (3), 
As to the revocation of the Order, see p. 603, post. 

(fi) 45 & 46 Viet. c. 56, s. 3 (3), (4). See p. 647, ante. 

(t) As to the Board of Trade Regulations, see p. 645, ante, 

(u) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 19), schedulo, s. 10. 
As to the consequences of a breach of the conditions, see ilfid , s. 69, cited p. 603» 
post. As to overhead wires, see further, p. 603, post. 

(a) The sum is in practice specified in the Piovisional Order* 

(5 ) Ab to the revocation of the Order, see p. 603, post. 
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Sect. 7. 
Security 
for Execu- 
tion of 
Works. 


Acquisition of 
land. 


a limited period, or at such earlier dates and by such instalments 
as may be approved by the Board of Trade. 

Where the area of supply comprises districts or parts of districts 
of two or more local authorities, a separate deposit or security may 
be required as regards each district, and in that case the deposit 
or security is to bo repaid or released separately as to each 
district (c). 


Sect. 8. — Acquisition oj Land, 

1127. The undertakers have power (restricted to a certain extent 
in cases where a local authority are the undertakers {d), but 
unrestricted in other cases) to acquire land, and easements in or 
relating to lands, for the purposes of their undertaking by agree- 
ment (e) ; and they may be given powers by Provisional Order for 
the compulsory acquisition of land, and easements in or relating to 
land, for the purpose of a generating station (/). And the powers 
of the Lands Clauses Acts (g) are made available to the undertakers 
accordingly {h). 


(<’) Electric Ligktiug (Clauses) Act, 1899 (02 & 03 Viet. c. 19), schedule, s. 5. 
There is no express provision as to tho application of the deposit or secured 
sum in cases where it is not repaid or released to tho undertakers, except in the 
event of tho revocation of the Order. See p. 004, post. 

(d) See p. 509, post, 

(e) Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 10. See p. 501, ante. 
The Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (02 & 63 Vict. c. 19), contains no 
provisions with regard to the acquisition of land by undertakers other than a 
local authority. 

(/) Electric Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 34), s. 1. See p. 557, a^ite, 

{(j) The Lands Clauses Acts, “ except the eiuiclrnents with respect to the 
purchase and taking of lands otherwise than by agreement, and except the 
enactments with respect to the entiy upon lands by the promoters of tho under- 
taking,” are incorporated with tho Electric Lighting A(jt, 1882 (45 & 40 Vict. 
c. 66h by 8. 12 of that Act. And by the Electiic Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, 
c. 34), s. 1, tho provisions of the Lands Clauses Acts relating to the matters 
mentioned in the above exception are, for tho purpose of the acquisition of land 
under a Provisional Order granted under that section, incoiporated with the 
Electric Lighting Acts as well as the provisions already so incorporated by the 
Act of 1882. In the provisions of the Lands Clauses Acts as incorporated by 
the Act of 1882, “ the special Act ” means the Electric Lighting Acts inclusive 
of any licence. Order, or special Act ; “ promoters ” or “ undertakers ” and 
“the undertaking” respectively mean the undertakers and the undertaking 
under tho Electric Lighting Acts; and “land” includes easements in or 
relating to lands (see the Act of 1882, s. 12). In the provisions of tho Lands 
Clauses Acts as incorporated by the Act of 1909, “special Act” means the 
Electric Lightin|> Acts inclusive of any Provisional Order authorising the 
compulsory acquisition of land, except that the three years mentioned in tho 
Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Vict. c. 18), s 123, is to be cal- 
culated from the passing of the Act confirming the Provisional Order ; 
“ promoters ” and “ the imdertaking ” mean respectively the undertakers and 
the imdertaking under the Electric Lighting Acts; and “land” includes 
“easements in or relating to land ” (see the Act of 1909, s. 1 (2), and Sched. I.). 
For the definition of “ Lands Clauses Acts ” in the Act of 1882, see p. 549, ante; 
and as to the Acts generally, see title Compulsohy Poroiiasb of Land and 
Compensation, Vol. YI., pp. 1—11 et seq, 

{h) Compulsory powers for the acquisition of land are frequently conferred on 
undertakers by special Act ; and such Acts often expressly empower them to 
acquire a limited quantity of land by agreement in addition to any lands they 
are empowered to acquiie compulsorily (see, €.g., the enactments referred to at 
p. 029, post). Such a provision would probably, in general, prevent the powers of 
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1128. Where a local authority are the undertakers they may 
acquire by purchase or on lease and use any lands for the 
]‘urposes of the special Order, and may also use any other lands 
for the time being vested in or leased by them, but subject as to 
the last-mentioned lands to the approval of the Local Government 
Board, and may dispose of any lands acquired by them under the 
above provisions which may not for the time being be required for 
the purposes of the special Order. But the amount of the land so 
used by them must not at any one time exceed in the whole five 
acres without the consent of the Board of Trade (/). 

The authority must not, however, purchase or acquire for the 
purposes of the special Order ten or more houses which on Decem- 
ber 15th preceding the commencement of that Cider, or, in the case 
of the transfer of an undertaking to a local authority, preceding 
the date of transfer, were occupied cither wholly or partially by 
persons belonging to the “ labouring class ’* as tenants or lodgers, 
or, except with the consent of the Local Government Board, ten 
or more houses which were not so occupied on such December 15th, 
but have been or are subsequently so occupied (j). 

The local authority must not appropriate land acquired by them 
for the purpose of the undertaking to other purposes (/c), except 
temporarily and in a manner consistent with the utilisation of the 


tko Elccliio Liglitirg Acts fioni authorising the acquisition hy the undertakcisol 
more than that limited quantity of land. 

liy the Housing of the Working Classes Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, c. 39), ss. 3, 16, 
Bclu'dulo, provisions aro made as to the rehousing in certain cases of persons of the 
woi king class on the acquisition of land, under, mter aha, powers given, after the 
pahsing of that Act, by local Act or Provisional Order. These provisions would 
apply in tho case of tho acquisition of land by the undertakeis of an electric 
unileitaking under a special Act subsequent to the Act of 1903; and more or 
loss similar provisions will generally bo found in earlier special Acts giving 
powers for the acquisition of land. They would apply also in the caso of land 
the compulsory acquisition of which was authonsod by a Provisional Order 
granted under the Electiic Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 34), s. 1. Whether 
they would apply in tho caso of tho acquisition of land by tho undertakers by 
agi cement under their general powers if the undei taking was authorised by a 
Piovisional Order confirmed after tho Act of 1903 does not seem clear. In tho 
caso of undertakers other than a local authoiity, the question would apparently 
depend simply upon whether tho powers for tho acquisition of the land, tliougli 
dcpoiidiiig upon provisions in tho Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 46 Vict. 

c. 56), could be regarded as given by tho Provisional Order; but in tho caso 
of a local authority the question is further complicated in consequence of tho 
express though apparently supeifluous powers for tho acquisition of land given 
by the Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 UVZ & 03 Vict. c. 19), schedule, 
B. 8 (1), cited in note (»), infra. Certain ooligations as to rehousing aro 
imposed in tho caso of a local authority by s. 8 (2) of tho schedule to tho Act of 
1899, cited in note {f), infra. 

(i*) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Vict. c. 19), schedule, s. 8 (1). 
The restriction as to acreage is as to the land to bo ** used,'^ not as to land to l>o 
acquired. As to the acquisition of land by a local authority for a purpose for 
which it cannot be usod until further authority is obtained, see Ward v. I'orta^ 
mouth Corporation, [1898] 2 Ch. 191, C. A. 

(j*) Electric Ligliting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Vict. c. 1 9), schedule, s. 8 (2), 
and see itid., s. 8 (3), defining “ labouring class.** As to rehousing obligations, 
Bee also note {h) on p. 568, ante. 

\k) A.~0. V. Pontypridd Urban Councth [1906] 2 Ch. 257, 0. A. ; and see 
A.-O* V. Hanwfll Urban Council, [1900] 2 Ch. 377, 0. A 
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land for the purposes of the undertaking when the occasion arises (f), 
unless thoj have statutory authority in that behalf (m). 

Sect. 9. — Generating Stations, 

1129. The undertakers must not, except with the consent of tho 
Board of Trade, construct a generating station on any land acquired 
by them after March 31st, 1909, unless the construction is authorised 
and the land is specified in a special Act or Provisional Order ; and 
the Board must not give such consent until due notice has been 
given to the local authority of the district in which the land is 
situate, and to owners and lessees of land within 800 yards of the 
land on which the station is to be constructed, and opportunity has 
been given to the local authority, owners, and lessees of staling 
objections. The prohibition does not, however, apply to a stalion 
for transforming, converting, or distributing electric energy (n). 

The liabilities of the undertakers as regards nuisances caused by 
tho working of generating stations have already been considered (o). 

Sect. 10. — Works. 

1130. The general powers of the undertakers for the execution 
of works have been mentioned, and it has been pointed out that 
these powers are, mainly at least, of an enabling character (p). 

In addition to their general powers, the undertakers have specific 
powers, which are not exclusively enabling, but to some extent 
authorise what might otherwise be tortious or illegal (q), for tlio 
purpose more particularly of enabling them to construct works 
in streets. 

1131. The undertakers* powers do not extend to breaking up any 
street not repairable by tho local authority, or any railway or 
tramway (r), without the consent of the authority, company, or 
person by whom the street, railway, or tramway is repairable (s), 

Teddington Urban Couvctl, [1898] 1 Ch. 00. 
i) liJ.g.f under tho Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, 
C. 53), 8. 95. 

(wl Electric Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 34), s. 2. Eor similar special 
logislation, see pp. 621, 622, 630, As to the power to authorise the acqui- 

sition or utilisation of land for a generating station, boo p. 557, ante. The 
Board of Trade have issued a memorandum as to procoduro on applications for 
their consent under the section. 

(o) See pp. 563, 564, ante. 

Ip) See pp. 66i, 563, ante, 

(q) See p. 564, ante. 

(r) For tho definitions of “railway” and “tramway,” see p. 651, ante. 

(a) The enactments imposing the restrictions under consideration (see note (?(), 
p. 571,poaf), like other enactments referred to later, are drawn apparently on the 
assiunption that every street is repairable by some authority, body, or person. But 
in general there is no obligation, or at most only a contractual obligation, to 
repair a street which is not a highway, or which, though dedicated as a highway, 
has not become repairable by the inhabitants at large. The undertakers’ powers 
for interfering with streets are not exercisable in the case of a street which is 
not dedicated without tho consent of the owner or occupier of the land (see 
p. 574, pa8t)f BO that in reference to such streets the restrictions are com- 
paratively unimportant. But the rights of the undertakers in regard to 
streets which are dedicated, but which there is no obligation, or only a con 
traotual obligation, to repair, are not clear. It may bo that the unaertakers 
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nnless in pursuance of special power in that behalf inserted in 
the special Order (0 or with the written consent of the Board of 
Trade (u). 

The Board must not insert such special power in a Provisional 
Order, or to give such consent, until the authority, body, or person 
by whom the street, railway, or tramway is repairable have been 
duly notified and given an opportunity of stating objections (a). 

1132. The undertakers must not place any electric line above 
ground, along, over, or across any street, without the express con- 
sent of the local authority, and the local authority may require the 
undertakers to forthwith remove any electric line placed by them 
contrary to this restriction, or may themselves remove it and 
recover the expenses from the undertakers summarily. Where 
any electric line has been placed above ground by the undertakers 
in any position, a court of summary jurisdiction, upon complaint 
made, if of opinion that the line is or is likely to become dangerous 
to the public safety, may, notwithstanding such consent, order its 
removal by such person and upon such terms as they think fit (!;). 


aio authorised to break up such a street without consent, or that the street 
should, for the purposes of the resti’ictions, be taken as repairable by those who 
havo control over it so as to be entitled to repair it. And it may be that the 
question depends upon whether or not there is any contractual obligation to 
repair the street. Tramway promoters bound to repair part of a street under 
the Tramways Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 78), s. 28, or similar legislation, 
appear not to be persons by whom the street is repairable within the enactments 
in question. See Bristol Tramways and Carriage Co. v. Natioval Telephone Co.^ 
[1899] 2 Ch. 282. 

(i) The Provisional Order generally enumerates streets and frequently also 
railways and tramways which the undortakei-s may break up without consent. 

(tt) The Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 66), s. 13, provides that 
notlung in that Act or the enactments incorporated therewith shall authorise 
the undoi takers to break up any street not repairable by “ such ” local authoi ity 
(meaning, no doubt, merely the local authority for the purposes of tlio Electric 
Lighting Acts), or any railway etc., without consent. And the ICIoctric Lighting 
(Clauses; Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 19), schedule, s. 12 (21, provides that nothing 
in the special Order shall authorise the undertakers to break up any street not 
repairable by “the” local authority, or any railway etc., without the consent 
cither of the authority etc. by whom the street etc. is repairable, or of the 
Hoard of Trade under s. 13 of the Act of 1882. One result of the restriction 
is that the undertakers* |^eneral powers for breaking up streets do not extend to 
a main road in an administrative county not retained by an urban authority, 
unless duo consent is obtained. As to the procedure on applications for consent 
under s. 13 of the Act of 1882, see the Rules of the Board of Trade (rofened 
to note (d), p. 659, ante)y made under s. 5 of that Act, and a memorandum 
recently (1910) issued by the Board. 

(«) Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (-15 & 46 Viet. c. 66), s. 13. 

(6) Ihul.y s. 14, providing that “ notwithstanding anything in this Act or in 
any Act incorporated therewith, the undertakers shall not be authorised” 
to place any electric line above ground etc. The section, having regard to 
tlie peculiar way in which it is expressed, is possibly not strictly prohibitory, 
but it is practically prohibitory. The Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 
(62 & 63 Viet. c. 19), schedule, s. 10 (b), prohibits the placing of wires above 
ground, whether in streets or elsewhere, without consent in any case of the 
Board of Trade, and also, except where they are the undertakers, of the local 
authority (see p. 567, ante). The restrictions on overhead wires are relaxed in 
tlie case of many undertakings under special Acts (see, e.y., the enactments 
cited, p. 630, post). The Board of Tracle always insert in a Provisional Order 
authorising an undertaking already in existence as an unauthorised under- 
taking a clause requiring the removal of existing overhead wires (other than 
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1133. No alteration in any telegraph line of the Postmaster- 
General may be made by the undertakers except subject to the 
provisions of the Telegraph Act, 1878 (c). The undertakers must 
not in the exercise of their powers lay down any electric line or do 
any other work for the supply of electricity wliereby any telegrapliic 
line of the Postmaster-General is or may be injuriously affected, 
and before any such electric line is laid down or work is done within 
ten yards of any part of a telegraphic line of the Postmaster-General 
(other than repairs or the laying of connections with mains where 
the direction of the electric lines so laid crosses the line of the Post- 
master-General at right angles at the point of shortest distance and 
continues the same for a distance of six feet on each side of such 
point) the undertakers or their agents must give due notice to the 
Postmaster- General specifying certain particulars, and they must 
(subject to provisions for the reference of disputes to arbitration) 
conform with such reasonable requirements, general or special, as 
may from time to time bo made by the Postmaster-General for the 
purpose of preventing any telegraphs of the Postmaster-General 
from being injuriously affected by the work. For the purposes of 
these restrictions a telegrapliic line of the Postmaster-General is to 
be deemed to be injuriously affected by a work if telegraphic com- 
munication by means of such line is, whether through induction or 
otherwise, in any manner affected by the w^ork, or by any use made 
of the work. Compliance with the foregoing provisions is secured 
by penalties, subject to a saving for cases of emergency. And 
certain provisions of the Telegraph Act, 1878 ((7), are made applic- 
able with regard to them without prejudice to tlie operation of the 
rest of the Act (e). 

Nothing in the special Order is to affect any right or remedy of 
the Postmaster-General under the principal Act or the Telegraph 
Acts, 1863 to 1897 (/) ; and all provisions contained in the special 
Order in favour of the Postmaster-General (p) are to be construed to 
be in addition to and not in modification of the provisions of those 
Acts (h), 

1134. Subject to the foregoing restrictions, and to certain saving 
clauses (i), the undertakers have the following powers for breaking 
up streets etc. under provisions in the Gasworks Clauses Act, 

service linos necessarily placed above gjound), unless the lionrd consent to their 
retention. The Board of Trade regulations contain special provisions as to 
overhead wires. 

(c) 41 & 42 Viet. c. 76. See note (c), in/ra. 

(d) Ibid., 88 . 2, 7—12. 

(e) Electnc Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 66), s. 26. The Telegraph 
Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 76), as to which and the amending Acts, see title 
Telegeaphs and Telepugnes, contains elaborate provisions for the protection 
of telegraphic lines of the Postmaster-General in cases where work done in tho 
execution of a statutory undertaking of any nature involves or is likely to 
iuvolve the temporary or permanent alteration of such lines. 

(/) As to these Acts and the later Telegraph Acts, see title TELEQUArns 
ANi) Telepdones. 

{g) For the provisions in the Electric Lighting (Olaiisos) Act, 1S99 (62 & 63 
Viet. c. 19), schedule, in favour of the Postmastor-Ooiicral, soo p. 567, a/dc, 
pp. 677, 603, 608, 612, 

(h) Ibid., B. 79. 

(t) See p. 612, 
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1847, incorporated with the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (k), though 
the exercise of those powers is in certain respects controlled by 
provisions in the schedule to the Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 
1899 (0:— 

They may, under the superintendence and subject to the 
restrictions and conditions mentioned below, open and break up 
streets and bridges, and sewers, drains, or tunnels within or under 
streets and bridges, in the area of supply, and lay down and place 
within that area electric lines, conduits, service lines, and other 
works, and from time to time repair, alter, or remove the same, 
and also make sewers for carrying off washings and waste liquids 
arising in making the electricity (m), and for the above purposes 
may remove and use earth and materials in and under such 
streets and bridges ; and they may in such streets erect any pillars, 
lamps, and other works, and do all other acts which they deem 
necessary for supplying electricity to the inhabitants of the area of 
supply, doing as little damage as may be in the execution of their 
powers {n)j and making compensation for any damage which may 
be done in the execution of such powers (o). 


{h) The provisions of the Gasworks Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 15), 
“ with respect to breaking up streets for the purpose of laying pipes ” (ss. 6 — 12), 
together with certain other clauses of the Act, and ss. 38—42, 45, and 46 of the 
Gasworks Clauses Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. o. 41), are incorporated with the Electric 
Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 4G Viet. c. 56), by s. 12 of that Act, subject as in that 
section mentioned. The incorporated clauses of the Acts of 1847 and 1871 are 
sot out, together with part of s. 12 of the Act of 1882, in an Appendix to the 
Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 19) ; and by s. 11 of the 
schedule to that Act, the provisions of the special Order as to works are to bo in 
addition to, but subject to, those of the Electiic Lighting Acts and the Acts 
incorporated therewith, and in particular those of the Act of 1847 with respect to 
breaking up streets. I5y s. 12 of the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet, 
c. 56), the expressions “special Act,” “undertakers,’’ “gas,” “pipe,” “ works,” 
and “limits of the special Act” occurring in tho incorporated clauses of the 
Gasworks Clauses Acts are to be construed as meaning respectively the Act 
of 1882, inclusive of any licence, Order, or special Act, the undertakers under 
the Act of 1882, electricity, electric line, “works,” as defined by the Act of 
1882, and area of supply of the undertakers under the Act of 1882 ; and (subject 
to an exception with reference to s. 40 of the Gasworks Clauses Act, 1871 
(34 & 35 Vict. c. 41)), olfences, forfeitures, penalties, and damages under the 
incorporated clauses may be prosecuted and recovered in manner by the 
Gasworks Clauses Acts respectively enacted in relation thereto. For tho 
definitions of “electricity,” “electric line,” and “works” in the Act of 1882, 
see p. 548, ante. 

Subject to the provisions of s. 12 of the Act of 1882 the definitions in the 
Gasworks Clauses Acts (see Act of 1847, s. 3; Act of 1871, s. 4) appear to 
apply to the interpretation of tho incorporated clauses though occurring in 
sections not incorporated (see Fortsmouth Corporation v. Smith (1885), 10 App. 
Cas. 364, per Lord Blacioujiln, at p. 371; but see Sale v. FhiUipSf [1894] 1 
U. B. 349). The definitions are, however, of a formal character, except that 
of “ street,” which is in substance identical with that in the Act of 1882 (see 
p. 549, ante). 

(Z) See pp. 576 ef scg., poet. 

\m) The existence of this somewhat inapt provision is due to the circumstance 
that the legislation is by reference, as explained in note (^), supra, 
in) The words are “the powers hereby or by the special Act granted.” 

(o) Gasworks Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Vict. c. 16), s. 6, as applied (see 
note (/c), snin'u). It seems that the compensation is assessable and recoverable 
before justices under the provisions of the RaUwaye Clauses Consolidation Act. 
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Sect. 10, The foregoing powers (p) do not, however, extend to the laying 
Works. down or placing of any electric line or other works into, through, 
UndeS^tcd against any building, or in any land, not dedicated to public use 
streets! without the consent of the owners and occupiers thereof ; except 
that the undertakers may at any time enter upon and lay or place any 
new electric line in the place of any existing electric line in any 
land wherein any electric line has been already lawfully laid down 
or placed under statutory authority, and may repair or alter any 
electric line so laid down (g^). 

Bridges. The powers in question, though enabling the undertakers to 

place electric lines or other works in a road over a public bridge, 
even in such a position as to be in actual contact with the structure 
of the bridge itself (r), do not enable them to cut into the structure 
of the bridge (s) ; nor do they justify the undertakers in cutting 
into arches under a street used for cellarage (t). 

Restrictions 1135. The exercise by the undertakers of the powers above 

on exercise of mentioned is subject to certain restrictions (a), 
powers for . 

breaking up — 

streets. jg 45 & 9 Viet. c. 20), incorporated with the Act of 1847 by s. 40 of that Act 

and applied, for the purposes of the provisions of that Act incorporated with 
the Electric Lighting Acts, by the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet 
c. 56), 8. 12. See note (//), p. 610, post In Hornby v. Liverpool United Oaa Light 
Co. (1883), 47 J. P. 231, it was, however, assumed, though without argument on 
the point, that compensation under s. 6 of the Act of 1847 is, even in the case of a 
gas undertaking, recoverable as unliquidated damages in an action. And it was 
there held that the provisions of the section as to compensation rendered the defen- 
dants liable in damages for injury to a window done by a stone which one of 
their workmen caused to fly up when opening a street, even on the hypothesis 
that there had been no negligence on his part. In Fletcher v. Birkenhead 
Corporation^ [1907] 1 K. B. 205, C. A., it was assumed that compensation under 
the Waterworks Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Vict. c. 17), s. 12, which is silent 
as to the method in which the compensation is to be assessed, was assessable by 
arbiti-ation, apparently under the Lands Clauses CoiisoliLlation Act, 1845 (8 & 9 
Vict. c. 18), B. 68. But in that case the defendants’ special Act (44 & 45 Vict. 
c. clii.), 8. 2, incorporated the compulsory clauses of the Lands Clauses Acta 
generally, and not in the limited way in which those clauses are incoi*poratcd 
with the Electric Lighting Acts by the Electi-io Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7 
c. 34), s. 1. And s. 6 of the Waterworks Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Vict. c. 17), 
contains provisions (to which there is nothing to correspond in the Gasworks 
Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 1 1 Vict. c. 15) ), as to the application of the Lauds Clauses 
Consolidation Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Vict c. 18), which might possibly be construed 
as rendering the machinery of that Act applicable with reference to com- 
pensation under s. 12 of the Waterworks Clauses Act, 1847. 

(p) The words are “ nothing herein” shall authorise the undertakers etc. 

(q) Gasworks Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Vict. o. 15), s. 7, as applied (sco 
note (^), p. 573, ante\ Eor an instance in which the lapng of pipes by a gas 
company over a briage was held to be unauthorised because the road over the 
bridge was not a public highway, see Taff Vale Bail. Co. v. Pontypridd 
Urban District Council (1905), 69 J. P. 351. In Selby v. Crystal Palace Gas Co. 
(1862), 4 De G. F. & J. 246, C. A., an agreement entitling the occupiers of 
promises to the beneflt of private roads as if they wore public roads was hold 
to give them power, as against the owner of the soil, to authorise a gas company 
to ky pipes in the roads for the purpose of supplying tho occupiers with gas. 

(r) Taff Vale Rail. Co. v. Cardiff Gas Light and Coke Co, (1907), 71 J. P. 
850. 

(s) See Glasgow Corporation v. Glasgow and South Western Rail, Co., [1895] 
A. C\ 376. 

U) Thompson v. Sunderland Oas Co. (1877), 2 Ex. I). 429, C. A. 

(a) There ore two sets of restrictions, one contfdned in the provisions of the 
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The undertakers must notify the persons under whose control 
the street, bridge, sewer, drain, or tunnel is, of their intentions. 
And (subject to provisions for cases of emergency) the work must 
bo done according to a plan (which it is for the undertakers to 
submit, and which must afford proper information as to the depth 
etc. at which it is proposed to place the works (h)), approved by 
such persons, or, in case of dispute (arising from a counter 
proposal (c)), determined by justices ; the persons in question are 
entitled to superintend the work ; and an order of justices may be 
obtained requiring the undertakers to execute works for guarding 
against interruption of drainage during the execution of works 
interfering with sew’ers and drains (d). 

They must, with all convenient speed, complete the work for 
which the street, bridge, sewer, drain or tunnel is broken up, and 
fill in the ground and reinstate and make good the road or 
pavement, or the sewer, drain or tunnel, and carry away the 
rubbish occasioned. They must, whilst a road or pavement is 
opened or broken up, cause it to bo fenced and guarded, and duly 
lighted at night. And they must keep the road or pavement in 
good repair for three months after replacing it and making it good, 
and for such further time, if any, not exceeding twelve months in 
the whole, as the soil broken up continues to subside (c). 

Their duty as regards the reinstatement of a street extends to 
taking steps, e.y., by putting in concrete, to secure that the surface 
shall be as good as before the work was done, not only in the 
first instance, but as regards its capacity to remain good {J ) ; and 
they may be liable for an accident due to subsidence which, 
though occurring after the expiry of their period of responsibility, 
is referable to their negligence in carrying out the work of 
reinstatement (f/). 

The observance of the foregoing restrictions and conditions by 
the undertakers is secured by penalties, and by provisions enabling 
the persons having control of the street, bridge, sewer, drain or 


Gasworks Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 15), incorporated with the Eloctrio 
Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. o. 66), as explained in note (/r), p. 578, ante, and 
the other in the schedule to the Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 
Viet, c. 19). The two sets of restrictions are not in all respects easily rocon- 
cilahle with each other. For present purposes attention will be confin^ to the 
former ; the latter are mentioned pp. 576 et seq., post. See also title Gas. Special 
Acts, by which undertakings are authorised, frequently contain fui-ther restric- 
tions, particularly in potective clauses insertea at the instance of particular 
county, borough, and district councils. 

(h) See East Mdesey Local Board v. Lamheth Waterworks Co.^ [1892] 3 Ch. 
289, 0. A., following Edgware Highway Board v. Colne VaUey Water Co, (1877), 
46 L. J. (CH.) 889. 

(c) Ea&t Mohsey Local Board y, Lambeth Waterworks Co„ supra; compare 
Montreal Municipality y. Standard Light and Power Co, (1897), 66 L. J. (p. o.) 
1 13. 

(d) Gasworks Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 15), ss. 8, 9, as applied. See 
note (ife), p. 673, ante. See however, Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 
63 Viet. 0 . 19), schedule, s. 14, cited in note (/), p. 678, post, 

(c) Gasworks Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 16), s. 10, as applied. See 
note (fc), p. 573, anie, 

(/) Commercied Qas Co, v. Poplar Borough Council (190G), 94 L. T. 222, 

\g) Hartley v. Rochdale Corporation f [1908] 2 I^. B. 694, 
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tunnel, to execute the work themselves at the expense of the under- 
takers in cases of delay or omission on the part of the latter {h). 

1136 . The undertakers are given certain further powers for 
interference with streets, and are placed under further restrictions 
with regard to the exercise of their powers of interference with 
streets, by provisions in the schedule to the Electric Lighting 
(Clauses) Act, 1899 (i). 

1137 . Subject to the provisions of the principal Act and the 
special Order, the undertakers may exercise all or any of the powers 
conferred on them by the principal Act and the special Order, and 
may break up such streets not repairable by the local authority (A), 
and such railways and tramways (if any) as they are specially 
authorised to break up by the special Order, so far as those streets, 
railways, and tramways may for the time being be included in the 
area of supply, and be or be upon land dedicated to public use ; 
but as respects any railway, these powers extend only to such parts 
thereof as pass across or along any highway on the level (/). And 
where the Iloard of Trade give their consent (???) to the breaking up 
by the undertakers of any street not repairable by the local authority, 
or of any railway or tramway, which they are not specially 
authorised to break up by the special Order, the provisions of the 
special Order apply to the street, railway, or tramway to which the 
consent relates as if the undertakers had boon specially authorised 
to break it up by that Order (a). 

1138 . Subject to the provisions of the principal Act, the special 
Order, and the Board of Trade regulations, the undertakers are 
empowered to construct in streets (b) boxes, including ventilating 

(h) Gasworks Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 15), ss. 11, 12, as ap])lied. 
See note (A;), p. 573, mite. Their liabilities in poiialtios do not exempt the 
undei takers from liability at common law in damages in the case of an accidmt 
due to negligence on their part (see (Joodson v. Sunlurtj Oaa Consumers* Co, 
(1896), 75L. T. 251; compare Groves v. Wimhorne {Lord)y [1898] 2 Q. B. 402, 
0. A. ; Dublin United Tramways Co.., Ltd. v. Fitzgerald, [1903] A. C. 99). As to the 
possibility of their being liable apart fiom negligence, see Midwimd & Co., 
Ltd. V. Manchester Corporation, [1905] 2 K. 13. 597, 0. A., cited note (ti), 
p. 561, ante ; and the remaikable case of Hornby v. Liverpool Untied Gas Light 
Co. (1883), 47 J. P. 231, cited note (o), p. 673, ante. 

(?) 62 & 63 Viet. c. 19. To some extent the provisions of the schedule to 
this Act cover over again ground covered by the Electric Lighting Acts and 
the incorporated enactments. 13y s. 1 of the schedulo to the Act of 1899 the 
provisions of the schedule are to ho construed subject to the provisions of the 
principal Act, that is to say, of the Electiic Lighting Acts and the incorporated 
enactments ; and by s. 11 of the schedule the piovisions of the special Order as 
to works are to bo in addition but subject to those of the principal Act, and 
in particular to those of the Gasworks Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 15), 
with respect to hi caking up streets (see note (cZ), p. 564, and note (Ar), p. 573, ante). 

(Jc) See note (s), p. 670, ante. 

{l) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 19), schedule, 
0. 12 (1). And see note (t), p. 571, ante. 

(m) Under the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 56), s. 13. See 
p. 571, ante. 

(a) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Vict. o. 19), schedule, 

B. 12 (2). 

(b) As the power is subject to the principal Act, it does not extend to break- 
ing up, for the purpose of constructing boxes, streets which th^ undertakers are 
not otherwise authorise^ to break up. 
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apparatus (c), for purposes in connection with the supply of energy ; 
but (save where the local authority are the undertakers) not above 
ground except with the consent of those by whom the street is 
repairable (d). And the undertakers are given certain rights, and 
subjected to certain obligations, as to the construction, maintenance, 
and use of such boxes (e). 

1139 . Where the exercise of any of the powers of the undertakers 
in relation to the execution of any works (including the construction 
of boxes) will involve the placing of any works in, under, along, or 
across any street or public bridge, provisions have effect of which 
the following is a summary : — 

The undertakers (except in the case of repairs, renewals, and 
amendments involving no alteration in the character or position of 
the works) must give notice of the proposed works to (1) the Post- 
master-General ; (2) the local authority, except where the local 
authority are themselves the undertakers, and except as regards 
streets and bridges repairable by the county council ; and (3) the 
county council where the street or bridge is repairable by that council. 
Either the Postmaster-General or the local authority or county 
council, as the case may be, may disapprove of the proposals, in 
which case the undertakers may appeal to the Board of Trade. The 
works are not to be carried out without the approval (which, how- 
ever, is to be deemed to be given in the absence of due intimation 
of disapproval) both of the Postmaster-General and of the local 
authority or county council, as the case may be, or the approval of 
the Board of Trade on appeal ; but, with such approval, the works 
may be carried out subject to the principal Act and the special 
Order. Breach of these provisions subjects the undertakers to 
liabilities to pay compensation, and, subject to provisions for cases 
of emergency, to penalties. The lu-ovisions are subject to a saving 


(c) Failure on the part of the undertakers to provide proper ventilation may 
1)0 negligence on their part. See Solomo7i8 v. S^tep-ney Borouyh Council (1905), 09 
J. P. 300, with regard to which see note (c), p. 504, ante. 

{d) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (02 & 63 Yict. c. 19), schedule, s. 13 (1). 
And SCO note («), p. 570, ante. The sub-section seems, though expressed as 
an enabling enactment, to bo really restrictive. London Waterworks Co. 

V. Bt. Matthew^ Bethnal Oreen^ Vestry (1886), 17 Q. B. D. 475, C. A. Such a 
box, if constructed of bricks or similar mateiials, is a “ building structure or 
work ** in respect of w'hich in London a building notice must bo given under 
the London Building Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet, c. ccviii.), b. 145. See County of 
London Electric Supply Co„ Ltd. v. Perkins (1908), 98 L. T. 870, following Whiter 
chapel Board of Works v. Croiu (1901), 84 L. T. 695, and Charing Cross and Strand 
Electricity Supply Corporation v. Woodthorpe (1903), 88 L. T. 772. Com- 
pare Moran & Son, Ltd. v. Marsland, [1909] 1 K. B. 744 ; London County Council 
V. District Surveyors* Association and Willis, [1909] 2 K. B. 138. 

(e) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 03 Viet. c. 19), schedule, s. 13 
(2) — (4), under which it is, inter alia, made the undertakers’ duty to maintain the 
boxes so as not to be a source of danger, whether by reason of inequality of 
surface or otherwise. The provision as to inequality of surface is doubtless 
intended to prevent the principle of Moore v. Lambeth Waterworks Co. (1886), 17 
Q. B. D. 462, C. A., and Thompson v. Brighton Corporation, [1894] 1 Q. B. 332, 
C. A. (as to which see title Highways, Streets and Bridges), from applying 
with leforonce to the boxes. Additional provisions as to the consfructioii etc. of 
the boxes will be found in the Board of Trade regulations. 
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for Ihe liabilities of the undertakers should any telegraphic line of 
the Postmaster-General be injuriously affected (/). 

1140 . Where the exercise of the powers of the undertakers in 
relation to the execution of any works will involve the placing of 
any works in, under, along, or across any street or part of a street 
not repairable by the local authority or by the county council, or 
over or under any railway, tramway, or canal, provisions have effort 
of which the following is a summary : — 

Tlie undertakers are (except in the case of repairs, renewals, and 
amendments involving no alteration in the character or position of 
the woiks) to notify the persons liable to repair the street (7), or 
entitled to work the railway or tramway, or the owners of the 
canal, as the case may be, of the proposed works. Thereupon the 
latter may require any question relating to the works or compensa- 
tion in respect thereof to be settled by arbitration, in which case the 
question, unless settled by agreement, is to be determined by 
arbitration accordingly. In the absence of such requisition, or after 
the settlement of any question arising, as the case may bo, the 
undertakers may, upon paying or securing any compensation 
required to bo paid or secured, carry out the works subject to the 
principal Act and the special Order, in accordance with the 
proposals, or the agreement or the result of the arbitration, as 
tho case may bo. The works are to be carried out to the reasonable 
satisfaction of the persons in question. Where the repair, renewal, 
or amendment of existing works will involve interference with a 
railway or tramway, the undertakers, unless it is otherwise agreed, 
or in cases of emergency, must notify the persons entitled to work 
the railway or tramway ; the work is to be done under the superin- 
tendence of the latter, through their officei s, and their reasonable 
requirements are to be complied with. Breach of these provisions 
subjects tho undertakers to liabilities to pay compensation, and, 
subject to provisions for cases of emergency, to penalties (h). 

1141 . Any body or person for the time being liable to repair any 
street or part of a street, or entitled to work any railway or tramway, 
^Yhicll the undertakers are empowered to break up for the purposes 
of the special Order, may, if they think lit, serve a notice upon 


(/) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1809 (G2 & Viet. c. 19), schedule, s. 14. 
Tho section is not, as regards the riglits and powers of the local authority, 
expressly, nor apparonily (notwithstanding the provisions of s. 15, as to whicli 
see infra) impliedly, confined to streets and bridges repairable by that 
authority. The provisions as to appeal to tho Board of Trade are difficult to 
reconcile with those of tho Onswoiks Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 15), 
s. 9 (see p. 575, anie), under which disputes as to the method of carrying out 
woiks in streets are to be referred to justices ; see note (0»P* ante; note (A), 
p. 573, ante, 

(^) See note (s), p. 670, ante, 

(h) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 19), schedule, s. 15. 
Tho requirements of this section appear to be cumulative with those of s. 14, aa 
to which see p. 677, ante; but no provision is made to moot the possibility of 
discrepancy between requirements under the two sections. There is tho same 
difficulty in reconciling the provisions of s. 16 with those of the Gaswoiks 
Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 net. c. 15), as in the case of s. 14. See note (/), 
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the andei takers stating that they desire to exercise or discharge all 
or any part of any of the powers or duties of the undertakers as 
therein specified in relation to the breaking up, filling in, reinstating, 
or making good any streets, bridges, sewers, drains, tunnels, or other 
works vested in or under the control of that body or person, and 
may amend or revoke any such notice by another notice similarly 
served. Where such notice is given, provisions come into operation 
of ^^hich the effect, unless otherwise agreed, is, shortly, as follows: — 

The undertakers, where occasion for the exercise of the specified 
powers arises, must, except in cases of emergency, serve a requisi- 
tion upon the body or person giving the notice requiring them to 
exercise the powers. The latter may then exercise the powers. 
The undertakers are debarred, under penalties, from themselves 
exercising the powers except in cases of emergency or of failure on 
the pait of the body or person giving the notice to exercise them. 
The expenses of the body or person giving the notice in complying 
with the undertakers’ requisition are payable by the undertakers. 
And (save where the local authority are the undei takers) the under- 
takers may be required to give security for the payment of such 
expenses. 

The above provisions, however, do not affect the rights of the 
undertakers to exercise or discharge any powers or duties conferred 
or imposed on them by the principal Act or the S})ecial Order in 
relation tothe execution of any works beyond the actual breaking 
up, filling in, reinstating, or making good any such street or part of 
a street, or any such bridges, sewers, drains, tunnels, or other works, 
or railway or tramway, as above mentioned (i). 

Where work is done under the foregoing powers by a body or 
person other than the undertakers, the responsibility for negligence 
in carrying it out rests with the former to the exclusion of the 
undertakers (A:). 

1142. The undertakers are empowered to alter the position of any 
pipes (except, where the local authority are not themselves the 
undertakers, any pipe forming part of a sewer of the local authoiity), 
or any wires under any street or place authorised to be broken up 
by them, which may interfere with the exercise of their powers under 
the Electric Lighting Acts and the enactments incorporated there- 
^^ith or the special Order; and any body or person may in like 
manner alter the position of any electric lines or works of the under- 
taken under any such street or place which may interfere with the 
lawful exercise of any powers vested in that body or person in 
relation to that street or place, subject (unless otherwise agreed) to 
provisions of which the following is a summary : — 

Before commencing the alterations the “ operators ” (i.c., the body 
or person proposing to effect the alterations) are to notify the 
“ owners ” (i.c., the body or person entitled to the pipes etc. 


(i) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 19), schedule, s. 16. 
{k) See Crmy v. South Metropolitan Qob Co. (1906), 94 L. T. 790 ; and com- 
pai*o Barham v. Ipsmch Dock Commissi oners (i886), 64 L. T. 23 ; IJowitt v. 
Nottingham and District Tramways Co., Ltd. (1883), 12 Q. B. D. 16; Alldred y. 
West Metropolitan Trams Co., [1891] 2 Q. B. 398, 0. A. ; Barnett v. Poplar 
Corporation, [1901] 2 K. B. 319. 
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proposed to be altered) of the proposed alterations. The owners may 
then servo a requisition on the operators requiring any question 
relating to the works, or to compensation in respect thereof, to be 
settled by arbitration, whereupon the question, unless settled by 
agreement, is to be determined by arbitration accordingly. In the 
absence of such requisition, or after the determination of the 
questions raised by the requisition, if any, the operators, upon 
paying or securing any compensation they may be required to pay 
or secure, may carry out the works in accordance with the pro- 
posals or the agreement or the result of the arbitration, as the case 
may be, subject to the principal Act and the special Order. Before 
the operators are entitled to commence the alterations the owners 
may serve a statement on the operators that they desire to execute 
the alterations themselves. Where such a statement is served the 
operators, when the occasion arises for the execution of the altera- 
tions, must notify the owners requiring them to execute the altera- 
tions, whereupon they may execute them accordingly ; the operators 
are debarred from executing the alterations themselves, except on 
default of the owners ; and the operators must pay the expenses 
incurred by the owners in complying wuth the notification. Except 
xvhere the local authority are the undertakers, the owners in the 
statement of their desire to execute the alterations themselves may 
require the operators to give security for payment of the expenses, 
in which case the operators cannot require the execution of the 
alterations until they have given such security. Breach of the 
provisions subjects the operators to liability to pay compensation, 
and, subject to a saving for cases of emergency, to penalties (Z). 

The operators, to the exclusion of the owners, are liable for 
negligence in the execution of the work (?/i). 

1143. Where the undertakers require to dig or sink any trench 
for laying down or constructing any new lines (other than service 


(/) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (02 & 08 Viet. c. 19), schedule, s. 17. 
S. 15 of the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 60), provides that, 
subject to the provisions of that Act and of the licence Order or special Act, and 
to any bye-laws made under the Act of 1 882, the undertakers may alter the position 
of pipes or wires under streets or places authorised to be broken up by them 
which may interfere with their powers under the Act on previously making or 
secuiing such compensation to the owners of the pipes or wires, and on 
complying with suen conditions as to the mode of making the alterations as 
may, before the commencement of the alterations, be agreed, or in case of 
difference determined in manner proscribed by the licence or Provisional Order, 
or where no such manner is prescribed by arbitration ; and the section gives 
corresponding powers to any local or other public authority, company, or person 
to alter the position of electric linos or works of the undertakers. It will be 
seen that s. 17 of the schedule to the Act of 1899 in effect repeats s. 15 of the 
Act of 1882 in a more elaborate form, but omitting the reference to the bye-laws 
of the local authority. The omission is doubtless due to the circumstance that 
such bye-laws are not in practice made (see p. 546, ante). There appears 
to be no obligation on a local authority to exercise their power of altorinj^ the 
position of works of the undertakers in order to protect them from nsk of 
injury to which they are exposed in consequence of alterations in a street, 
involving no direct mterference with those works, carried out by the heal 
authority under their statutory powers (see Southwark and Vauxhall Water Co* 
▼. Womdsworth Board of Worhsy 2 Oh. 603, 0. A.). 

(m) See the cases cited note (A;), p. 679, ante* 
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lines) or other works near to which any sewer, drain, watorcourse, 
defence, or work under the jurisdiction or control of the local 
authority, or any main, pipe, syphon, electric line, or other work 
I)clonging to any gas, electric supply, or water company has been 
lawfully placed, or where any gas or water company require to dig 
or sink any trench for laying down or constructing any new mains 
or pipes (other than service pipes) or other works near to which 
any lines or works of the undortakers have been lawfully placed, 
the “operators” (/.e., the underiakers or the gas or water company, 
as the case may be) must, unless it is otherwise agreed, or in case 
of sudden emergency, give due notice to the “ owners ” (i.e., the local 
authority, gas company, electric supply company, w^ater company, 
or undertakers, as the case may be). And the owners are entitled 
to superintend the work, and the operators must conform with any 
reasonable requirements made by the owners for protecting their 
works from injury, and for securing access thereto, and, if required 
by the owners, must repair any damage done thereto. Where the 
operators find it necessary to undermine but not to alter the position 
of any pipe, electric line, or work, they must temporarily support it 
in position during the execution of their works, and before completion 
provide a suitable and proper foundation for it where so undermined. 
Where the operators (being the undertakers) lay any electric line, 
crossing or liable to touch any mains, pipes, lines, or services belong, 
ing to any gas, electric sup[)ly, or water company, the conducting 
portion of the electric line must be effectively insulated in a manner 
approved by the Board of Trade ; and the undertakers must not, 
except with the consent of the gas, electric supply, or water company, 
as the case may be, and of the I3oard of Trade, lay their electric lines 
so as to come in contact with any such mains, pipes, lines, or services, 
or, except with the like consent, employ any such mains, pipes, 
lines, or services for the purposes of their supply of energy. 
Differences arising under the foregoing provisions are to bo 
determined by arbitration. The foregoing provisions so far as they 
refer to tlie local authority, and to sewers etc. under the jurisdiction 
or control of that authority, do not, liowever, apply where the local 
authority are themselves the undertakers. 

Breach of the above requirements subjects the operators to 
liability to pay compensation, and — subject to savings for cases of 
emergency, and cases where the default was due to ignorance on 
the part of the operators of the position of the sewer etc. affected 
— to penalties. 

For the purposes of the foregoing provisions “ gas company,” 
“ water company,” and “electric supply company” mean respec- 
tively any body or person lawfully supplying gas, any body or 
person lawfully supplying water or water power, and any body or 
person supplying energy in pursuance of the Electric Lighting Acts 
but not in pursuance of the special Order (n). 


(w) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 19), schedule, s. 18. 
In Chepstow Electric Light and Power Cb„ Ltd, v. (Jhepetow Oas and Coke Consuntera* 
Co., Ltd., [1905] 1KB. 198, the gas company, in October, 1903, pursuant to this 
section, required the electric light company, who were digging trenches for new 
electric works, to place their works at a greater distance from certain gas mains 
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1144. In the exercise of any of the powers of the special Order 
relating to the execution of works, the undertakers must not in any 
way injure the railways, tunnels, or works of any railway or canal 
company, nor obstruct or interfere with the working of the traflic 
along any railway or canal (o), 

1145. If, after the undertakers have placed works in, upon, over, 
along or across a canal, any person having power in that behalf 
constructs a dock, basin, or work on land adjoining or near to the 
canal, but is prevented by the undertakers’ works from forming a 
communication for the convenient passage of vessels with or without 
masts between the dock, basin, or work and the canal, or if tho 
business of the dock, basin, or work is interfered with in conse- 
quence of the undertakers’ works, then, subject to provisions for 
the settlement of disputes by arbitration, the under.takors, on 
tho request of the person in question, and on being afforded reason- 
able facilities by him for placing works round tlie dock, basin, or 
other work under, in, upon, over, along, or across land belonging 
to or under his control, must remove and place their work 
accordingly (p). 

1146. The undertakers are required to take all reasonable 
precautions in constructing their electric lines and other works, and 
in working their undertaking so as not injuriously to affect, whether 
by induction or otherwise, the working of any wire or line used 
for tho purpose of telegraphic, telephonic, or electric signalling 
communication, or the currents in that wire or line. 

In connection with these requirements provisions are made for 
the reference of questions arising between the undertakers and the 
owner of the wire or line to arbitration; for the giving of notice by 
the undertakers to such owner before commencing operations ; and 
enabling the owner (subject to provisions for arbitration) to require 
the undertakers to adopt precautions specified by him. 

than the electric light company proposed ; but the latter refused so to do and 
constructed the work in accordance with their original proposals, finishing it on 
October 31st. The dispute between the companies went to arbitration, and the 
arbitrator, by an award dated February 12th, 1904, found that the electric woiks 
were in part in undue proximity to the gas mains, and awarded the gas company 
compensation. Tho gas company, after again calling on the electric I ght com- 
pany to comply with their requirements, which the latter failed to do, commenced 
summary proceedings against them on May 3 let, for that they “on and since 
October 2, 1903,” had made default in complying with tho section in that they had 
laid their works in undue proximity to tho gns mains and had failed to conform to 
the gas company's requirements. And the justices convicted the electric light 
company, inflicting a fine of £1, and a daily penalty during default of £1. It 
was held (1) that tho proceedings were not out of time under the Summa^ 
Jurisdiction Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 43), s. 11, as not commenced within six 
months of the complaint, since if that section applied (and Bcmhle^ that the offence 
being in the nature of disobedience to an order it did not) time did not run from 
tho (Site of the requirement, but from the time when the offence could be said to 
be complete, whi^, under the circumstances, was not until within six months of 
the oommenoement of the proceedings ; (2) that the arbitrator's award was no 
bar to the proceedings ; and (3) that, though the of the conviction inflicting 
a daily penalty prospectively was bad, the conviction for the main offence was 
good and could stand. 

(o) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. o. 19), schedule, & 10. 

Ip) Mectrio lighting Act, 1882 (46 A 46 Viet* c. 66), s. 16. 
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Breach of the foregoing requirements subjects the undertakers 
to liability to pay compensation, and (subject to savings for cases of 
emergency and of ignorance on the undertakers* part of the position 
of the wire or line affected) to penalties. The provisions in question 
do not deprive any owner of any existing rights to proceed against 
the undertakers by indictment, action, or otherwise, in relation to 
any of the matters to which such provisions relate (a). 

1147. Save in the cose of tramway undertakings, and light rail- 
way undertakings in the nature of tramway undertakings {b), the 

(a) Electric Liglitiiig (Claiisos) Act, 1899 (G2 & 63 Viet. c. 19), schedule, s. 20. 
U'ho section imposes upon the undei takers a responsibility for effects of a purely 
electrical, as distinguished from a tangibl}^ phj’sical, character produced by their 
operations. The question of responsibility at common law for effects of a 
purely electrical character due to the employment of electricity has been con- 
hideiod m two reported cases. In Natioiud Telephone Co. v. [1893] 2 Ch. 

186, Kekewich, J., expressed the opinion that the defendant, who was carrying 
on (on behalf of the local authority) an electrical tiamway undertaking 
authorised by Provisional Order duly confinned, would, but for the Provisional 
Order, have been liable, on the principle of Ihjlanda v. Fletcher (1868), 
L. P. 3 II. L. 330, for interference with the woiking of the plainblf company s 
telephonic system due to electrical conditions set up by the woiking of tho 
tramway ; but he held that the defendant was protected by tho Pi o visional 
Older, which contained no clause preserving the promoters’ liability for nuisance. 
Jn Eaatei'n and South African Telegraph Co.^ Ltd. v. Cape Town Tramwaya Co.^ 
y.<</.,[1902] A. C. 381, P. 0., it was held by the Privy Council that, although tho 
principle of llyJanda v. Fletcher^ aupra^ applies with reference to injury due to 
electric current, yet that principle is inapplicable in a case where the injury is 
done to a particular trade apparatus unnecessarily so constructed as to be adloctcd 
by miuuto currents, and, for that reason, that the defendants were not liable at 
common law for disturbances caused by tho working of the tramways, and 
affecting the working of the plaintiffs* submarine cable, so long as, but only so 
long as, tho plaintiffs failed to adopt certain precautions. It was also held that 
tho defendants were not liable, as regards a section of the tramways worked 
under statutes imposing on them a responsibility in the event of an “ electric 
leak ” taking place, since tho passage through the earth of the electric cun-ents 
which had affected the plaintiffs’ cimle was a natural incident of the authorised 
system of working the tramways and not due to a “ leak ” within the meaning 
of the material statutes. See also Midwood & Co., Ltd. \. Manchester Corporation, 
[1905] 2 K. B. 597 y C. A., and p. 561, ante. 

(h) Under the Tramways Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 78), the tramway 
promotei*s have certain powers for altoiing the position of, inter alia, any 
tubes, wires, or apparatus for telegraphic or other purposes (ihtd., s. 30; and 
see lie Rhondda Vrban District Coumil and Taff Vale Rail. Co. (1907), 97 
L. T. 892, C. A.) ; and there can be no doubt ^at wires and apparatus of 
undertakers under the Electric Lighting Acts are within these powers. And 
it seems to be optional with the promotois, in cases coming both within these 
powers and within tlie powers conferred on them by the Electric Lighting 
Act, 18S2 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 66), s. 15, and tho Electric Lighting (Clauses) 
Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 19), schodulo, s. 17 (see pp. 679, 680, ante), 
to avail themselves of tho former or tho latter powers. It is a principle 
that in coses of doubt a body invested with alternative statutory powers are 
to be doomed to have exercibod the power which is more beneficial to them- 
selves: see The Ettrick (1881), 6 P. I). 127, C. A. ; Fulham Veatri/ v. Minter, 
[1901] 1 K. B. 601, per PniLLiMORE, J., at p. 613 (oveiTulod on anotner point in 
London County Council v. Wandaworih Borough Council, [1903] 1 K. B. 797, 0. A.). 

Orders under the Light Railways Act, 1896 (69 & 60 Viet c. 48), authorising 
light railways in tho nature of street tramways always, or almost always, con- 
tain clauses similar to s. 30 of the Tramways Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet c, 78) ; 
but, usually at least, works the position of which may be altered under s. 16 of 
tho Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 66), are excepted from tJie clause. 

The Tramways Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 78), s. 32 (as to the construction of 
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Sbot, 10. powers and duties of the undertakers in relation to works of other 

Works. bodies and persons, and of the latter in relation to works of the 

undertakers, are seldom the subject of express legislation other 
than that contained in the Electric Lighting Acts and the Electric 
Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (c). 


Injury to 
undertakers* 
works by 
traffic. 


U48. If the wires and apparatus of the undertakers properly 
laid in a highway are injured by trallic of excessive weight on the 
highway the undertakers have a cause of action against those 
j-esponsible for the conduct of the traOSc ; and they have a similar 
cause of action in case of injury due to negligence on the part of the 
highway authority in repairing the highway {d). 


which BQQ Re Bristol Qas Co. and Bristol Tramivajja and Carriage Co.^ Ltd.^ [1909] 
2 K. B. 297, C. A.), contains a saving for the powers of, mter alia, any company 
etc. to lay down, alter, or remove any tubes, wires, or apparatus for telogrnphio 
or other purposes — an expression that would include wires etc. of undertakers 
under the Electric Lighting Acts — but provides (subject to a proviso uiidf)r 
which in certain cases increased expense entailed on the company etc. by the 
existence of the tramway is to be borne by tlie promoters) that in the exeicise 
of such powers the company etc. shall be subject to certain restrictions. And 
there can apparently be no doubt that these restrictions apply in addition to tliose 
of the Electnc Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 19), schedule, ss, 15, 16 
(see pp. 578, 579, ante), where the powers of the electrical undertakers wore 
obtained before those of the tramway promoters ; but it is questionable whether 
thoy apply in the converse case. 

Orders under the Light Railways Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Viet. c. 48), authorising 
light railways in the nature of street tramways generally, if not always, contain 
clauses similar to s. 32 of the Tramways Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 78). 

8oo, fui'ther, title Tuamways akd Light Railways. 

(r) The Gaswoiks Clauses Acts and Waterwoiks Clauses Acts do not refer to 
electric wires or apparatus as such ; and, save possibly in very exceptional 
cases, the powers given by those Acts for interference with streets, bridges, 
sowers, drains, and tunnels (see Gaswoiks Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Vict. 
c. 15), 88. 6—12; Waterworks Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 1 1 Vict. c. 17), ss. 28—34) 
would hardly justify interference with appaiutus or works of iindcitakei*s under 
the Electric Lighting Acts. And it is very exceptionally, if ever, that provisions 
giving powers for interference with such woiks are to bo found in special Acts 
or Orders authorising gas or water undertakings. It is not the practice to insert 
savings for the powers of undertakers under the Electric Lighting Acts in such 
special Acts and Orders, as it is considered th.it the legislation in the Electric 
Lighting Acts and the Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Vict. 
c. 19), or its equivalent, with regaid to gas and water iindortakiugs, is equally 
applicable whether the gas or water undertaking is authoiised by legislation of 
earlier or of later date than that authorising the electiic undertaking. 

The Telegraph Acts, 1863 to 1909 (as to which see title Telegraphs axd 
Telephones) do not expressly authorise inlcrforonco by the Postmaster- 
General with apparatus other than gas and water pipes ; and the general 

E owers of these Acts for placing apparatus in streets and loads would apparently 
ardly ever, if ever, justify any interference with app indus of undertakers 
under the Electric Lighting Acts. As to the application of the restiictions in 
the Telegraph Acts on works involving intorfoionco with those of the Post- 
master-General to undertakers under the Electric Lighting Acts, see p. 572, 
aide. 

(d) See Oas Light and Cohe Co, v. 8t. Mary AhhuWs, Kensington, F’rsfn/ (1885), 
15 Q. B. D. 1,0. A. ; Chichester Corporation v. Foster, [1906] IK B. 107 ; and 
see the Irish cases of Armagh Union v. BtH, [1900] 2 I. R. 371; Alliance 
and Dublin Consurners Oas Co, y, Dublin County Council, [1901] 1 I. R. 492. 
See further, title Highways, Streets and Bridges. Clauses for the protec- 
tion of particular local authorities inserted in special Acts not infrequently 
contain express provisions as to the responsibility of the local authority for injury 
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1149. Subject to the special provisions with regard to mines and 
minerals mentioned below, the undertakers are entitled to subjacent 
support for their works, and their right to such support is a subject- 
matter for compensation (e?), but under w'hat circumstances, if 
any, they are similarly entitled to lateral support for their 
^^orks and liable to pay compensation in respect thereof is 
uncertain (/). 

Nothing in the Electric Lighting Act, 1882, is, however, to limit 
or interfere with the rights of any owner, lessee, or occupier of any 
mines or minerals lying under or adjacent to any road along or 
across which any electric line is laid to work such mines or 
minerals (g). And the undertakers therefore, it seems, cannot, in 
the absence of special rights acquired by them, complain of the 
withdrawal of support from such works by the working of the mines 
and minerals (h). 

Where (except in London) a local authority are the undertakers 
their rights in relation to mines and minerals as regards support 
for their works, including buildings on their own land, are, it seems, 
in general regulated by the Public Ucallh Act, 1875 (Suxq^ort of 
Sewers), Amendment Act, 1883 (i). 


to works of tlio undortakois caused ui the course of liijrhway lopair, see, f.y,, 
1 Edw. 7, c. civ., 8. 4C} (7) ; 6 Edw. 7, c. xcii., ss. 81 (3), 8() (0). 

(e) Uudcr the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (-lo & 40 Vict. c. 50), s. 17 (see 
p. 601, cnde), or the Gasworks Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Vict. c. 15), s. 0, os 
iiiCor]>orated with the Act of 1882 (see p. 573, (fnit'). 

{/) See Ite Dudley Corporation (1881), 8 Q. B. 1). 86, C. A. ; Normanton Cat 
Co, V. Pope (1883), 52 L. J. (q. b.) 620, 0. A, ; London ami North Wvslern IluiL 
Co. V. Kvant, [1803] 1 Ch. 16, 0. A. Sco title Easements and I^itoriis A 
PiiENDiiE, Vol. XI., pp. 319 — 326. 

(/;) Eloctiic Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 50), s. 33. 

(//) In Re Dudley Corporation, supta, the saving lor minos in s. 331 of the 
Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 30 Vict. c. 55), was hold not to prevent a IocmI 
authoiity from being entitled to suppoit for their sowers as against inii.o 
owners ; but s. 33 of the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 56), would 
not appear susceptible of a construction similar to that placed in that case on 
B. 334 of tho Act of 1875. 

(t) 46 & 47 Vict. c. 37. The Act applies to any “ sanitary work,” an expres- 
sion defined as meaning any existing or future building or work constructed by 
or vested in or under tho control of a local authority — /.e., a local authority 
within tho meaning of tho Public Health Acts — “under the powers or for tho 
purjiosos of so much of” the Public Health Act, 1875, or “ any general or local 
Act or Provisional Order as relates to the construction or maiiitonance of any 
woiks of sewerage, drainage, sewage disposal, lighting, or water supply,” and 
as including any “fixtures, pipes, fittings, or apparatus connected with any 
such work, and belonging to or leased by tho local authority” (ibid., s. 2). 
And though the Electric Lighting Acts contemplate the supply of electricity 
not only for lighting but for other puiposes, there can be little doubt that the 
works and apparatus of a local authority carrying on an electric undertaking 
full within the definition, at any rate so far as their substantial purpose is the 
supply of electricity for lighting ; but there may be doubt as to whether works 
and apparatus the substantial purpose of which is the supply of electricity for 
power could be brought within the definition. The Act is not to “repeal, 
invalidate, or affect” any express enactment with respect to rights of support 
for sanitary works (ibid., s. 6) ; but s. 33 of the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 
(45 & 46 Vict. 0. 66), cited supra, note (g), would not appear to be such an 
enactment. See al^ as to the Act of 1883, and the “mining code” of the 
Waterworks Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Vict. c. 17, ss. 18—27), which it 
extends, with modifications, to the works to which it applies, title OoMPXTLSoui 
ru&OHASE OP Land and Compensation, VoL VI., pp. 49—65. 
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Sect. 11. — Comjmlsory Works. 

1150. The undertakers must lay down within two years after the 
commencement of the special Order, and thereafter maintain, 
distributing mains for the purposes of general supply throughout 
every street or part of a street specified in that behalf in the special 
Order (k). 

They must also, at any time after the expiration of eighteen 
months after the commencement of the special Order, lay down 
distributing mains for the purposes of general supply throughout 
every other street or part of a street within the area of supply, upon 
being required to do so in manner provided by the special Order. 
The mains (unless already laid down) are to be laid down within 
six months after the requisition has become binding on the under- 
takers or within such further time as may be approved by the Board 
of Trade. If the requisition is in respect of a street not repairable 
by the local authority, which the undertakers are not specially 
authorised to break up by the special Order, they must (unless the 
authority or person by whom the street is repairable (1) consent to 
its being broken up) apply under s. 13 of the Electric Lighting 
Act, 1882 (in)f for the consent of the Board of Trade empowering 
them to break up the street, and the requisition is not binding if 
such consent is withheld (?i). 

1151. The undertakers (unless themselves the local authority) 
must, at least twenty-eight days before commencing to lay in any 
street an electric line intended for supplying a particular consumer, 
and not for purposes of general supply, give certain notices of their 
intention, and if within that period any two or more of the owners 
or occupiers of premises abutting on so much of the street as lies 
between the points of origin and termination of the line duly 
require a supply for those premises, the necessary distributing main 
is to be laid by the undertakers at the same time as the electric line 
for the particular consumer (o). 

1152. Default in laying down any distributing main within the 
prescribed period renders the undertakers (unless they are the local 
authority) liable to penalties. And in the case of such default, 
whether the local authority are the undertakers or not, the Board 
of Trade may (though in the case of undertakers other than the 
local authority only if the default is in the Board’s opinion wilful 
and unreasonably prolonged and after considering any representa- 
tions of the local authority) revoke the special Order as to the 
whole or (subject to provisions enabling the undertakers to insist 
that if the Order is revoked, the revocation shall extend to the 

{k) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (02 & 03 Viet. c. 19), schedule, s. 21 (1). 
It is the practice to schedule to the Provisional Order the streets and parts of 
streets in which distributing mains are to be laid under tliii section. 

(/) See note («), p. 570, ante. 

(m) 45 & 40 Viet. c. 56, s. 13 ; see pp. 570, 571, ante. 

(n) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (C2 & 63 Viet. c», 19), schedule, 
8. 21 (2), (3). 

{o) Ihid.^ s. 22. The notices must be served u^on the local authority, and 
upon the owner and occupier of all premises abutting on so much of the street 
as lies between the points of origin and termination oz the line to be laid {ibid,). 
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whole area) any part of the area of supply, or, if the undertakers 
so desire, may suffer the Order to remain in force as to that area or 
part thereof subject to such conditions as they think fit to impose ; 
and such conditions are to bind the undertakers and have effect as 
if contained in the special Order (a). 

1153. Any requisition requiring the undertakers to lay down 
distributing mains for the purposes of general supply throughout 
any street or pari of a street may be made by six or more owners 
or occupiers of premises along that street or part of a street, or, 
where the local authority are not themselves the undertakers and 
have the control and management of the public lamps in that 
street or part of a street, by the local authority. The requisition 
must be signed by the persons making it, or by the local auihority (b)^ 
as the case may be, and served on the undertakers. The under- 
takers are to keep and supply free of charge forms of requisition, 
and requisitions so supplied are to be deemed valid in point of 
form (c). 

1154. In the case of a requisition by owners or occupiers the 
undertakers, by notice (the time for giving which is extended in 
cases where there is an appeal to the Board of Trade under 
the provisions referred to below) served on the signatories of the 
requisition, may decline to be bound by the requisition unless the 
signatories, or some of them, will bind themselves to take or 
guarantee the taking of a supply of energy from the undertakers ; 
and in that case the requisition will not bind the undertakers unless, 
within a limited time, an agreement executed by the signatories or 
some of them binding them to take or guaranteeing the taking < f 
a supply is tendered to the undertakers and (if the undertakers l>y 
their notice so require) sufficient security for the payment of 
moneys accruing due under the agreement is, within the same time, 
offered to them. Subject to the provisions for ajipeal to the Board 
of Trade mentioned below, the agreement on whicli the undertakoi-s 
may thus insist as a condition of their being bound by the requisi- 
tion is an agreement for the taking of a supply of energy for throe 
years at least of an aggregate amount which (at their charges for 
the time being to ordinary consumers) will provide annually such 
reasonable sum (not, without authority from the Board of Trade, 
exceeding 20 per cent, on the expense of providing and laying down 
the required distributing mains and any other mains or additions to 
existing mains which may be necessary for the purpose of connect- 
ing those distributing mains with the nearest available source of 
supply) as is specified in the undertakers’ notice. 

If the undertakers consider that the requisition is unreasonable, 
or that, under the circumstances of the case, the provisions above 
referred to ought to be varied, they may appeal to the Board of 
Trade, who may either declare the requisition not binding on the 

(a) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. o. 19), schedule, 8. 23. 
As to revocation of the Order, see further, p. 603, post 

(h) Signature by the local authority no doubt means signature by a person 
whose ingnatare is suMcient to authenticate a document issued by the local 
authority; see p. 608, post 

(c) Electric lighting (Clauses) Act (62 & 63 Yict. C. 10), schedule, s. 24. 
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undertakers, or authorise the undertakers to insist upon a more 
onerous agreement on the part of the signatories [*!), 

Any diflerence between the undertakers and the signatories as to 
any such notice or agreement as above mentioned is, subject to llie 
provisions above referred to, and to the decision of the Board of 
Tiade upon any such appeal as above mentioned, to be determined 
by arbitration (e), 

1155. Where the requisition is made by the local authority it is 
not binding on the undertakers unless at, or within a limited period 
after, the time of the service of the requisition there is tendered 
to the undertakers (if required by them) an agreement executed by 
the local authority binding them to take for three years at least a 
supply of energy for lighting such public lamps in the street or pirl 
of a street in question as may bo under tbeir management or 
control (/). 

Sect. 12. — Suj)plt/ of Electricity within the Area of Supply: Price. 

1156. The undertakers have a general power to supply electricity 
within the area of supply by agreement (//). 

Where, however, a supply of electricity is provided in any part 
of an area for private purposes, then, except in so far as is 
otherwise provided by the special Order (/t), every company or 


((f) Eloctrio Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (G2 & 03 Viet. c. 19), schodulo, s. 25 
(c) Jhid.y 8. 25 (5). 

(/) lhid„ s. 20. 

(g) The schedule to the Eloctrio Lighting (Claiiars) Act, 1899 (02 & 03 
Vict. c. 19), recognises that, besides supplying, upon the terms laid down in the 
special Order, persons entitled by that Older to demand a supply, the undertakers 
may supply paiticular consumers under “special agreement “ (see, the 
definition of “general supply’* (in iticf., s. 1) quoted p. 550, ante). The power 
to make such special agreements is probably best regarded as derived from s. 10 
of the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 40 Vict. c. 50) ; see Morru and Basbri 
Ltd. V. Loughhorough Cotporationy [1908] 1 K. 15. 205, 0. A., •per Lord At.ver, 
STONE, C.J., at p. 210. The view apparently taken by Buckley, Tj. J., in that 
case, that the contract in question was to he regarded as made under an enact- 
ment in the special Act of the corporation equivalent to s. 33 of the schedule to 
the Act of 1899 (as to which see p. 594, post), seems to have been a misappre- 
hension, sinco that enactment is concerned with agreements as to the price to be 
charged for a supply only, and is probably intended to apply only to ordinary 
consumers. 

No clearly defined lino appears, however, to be drawn in the legislation between 
a supply to a consumer entitled to a supply and the relations between whom 
and the undertakers depend mainly, if not entirely, on the enactments 
cntiiling the consumer to the supply (see Ite Richmond Gaa Co. and Richmond 
(Snrrey) Corporationy [1893] 1 Q. B. 50) on the one hand, and a supply Ly 
agreement to a consumer whose relations with the undertakers are, main?y 
at least, contractual, on the other (see also titles Gas ; Telegraphs anp 
Telephones). For some puiposes consumers of both classes are treated by the 
legislature as being suppli^ by a^eement. See further note {k)y p. 589, pest. 

For decisions on the construction of particular contracts for the supply of 
electricity, see London Electric Supply Corporation, Lid. v. Priddia (1901), IS 
T. L. H. &iy where the defendant was held liable for a minimum charge notwith- 
standing his having consumed no electricity ; and London Electric Supply 
Corporation v. Briacwell (1902), Times, February 24tli, which related to the 
habiliW for electricity consumed after the premises had been sublet. 

(5) The words are “ by the terms of the licence, Order, or special Act 
auihorising such supply.” 
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person within that part of the area is, on application, entitled to a 
supply on the same terms on NNhich any other company or person 
in such part of the area is entitled under similar circumstances to a 
corresponding supply (i). 

And the undertakers must not, in making agreements for a 
supply of electricity, show any undue preference to any local 
authority, company, or person ; but, subject to this restriction (J), 
they may make such charges for the supply of electricity as may 
bo agreed upon, not exceeding the limits of price imposed by or 
pursuant to the special Order (k). 

These restrictions are, however, not necessarily contravened by 
differentiation between the rates charged to different consumers, 
since diversity in circumstances such as the amount of energy 
consumed, the expense of furnishing the supply, the uniformity of 
the demand, and the time of day when the consumption takes place, 
may justify differentiation in the rates charged {1). 

Again, the undertakers are not entitled to prescribe any special 
form of lamp or burner to be used by any consumer, or in any way 
to control or interfere with the manner in which electricity supplied 
by them under the Electric Lighting Acts and the special Order (m) 
is used. But no consumer may use any form of lamp or burner or 
use the electricity supplied for any purposes, or deal with it in any 
manner so as unduly or improperly to interfere with the supply to 
other consumers. And any dispute between the undertakers and a 

(t) Electric Ligliling Act, 1882 (45 & 40 Vict. c. 56), 8. 19. See fuitbcr 
note (k), wjra. 

(j) The words aio “ save as aforesaid.’* 

(k) Ibid.f 8.20, referring to “the limits of price imposed by or in pursuance 
of the licence, Order, or special Act authorising” the undertakers “ to supply 
electricity.” Refusal on the undertakers’ part to furnish a supply of electneity 
to a person entitled to demand it under s. 19 of the Act of 1882, upon terms in 
conformity with that section and s. 20, would give that person a cause of action 
against the undertakers: see Crouch v. Great Northern Rail. Co. (1854), 9 Exch, 
650. And were the supply furnished at charges exceeding such as were 
legitimate under the sections the consuiiior, if he had paid under protest or 
without knowledge of the material circumstances, could recover back the 
excess (see Great Western Rail. Co. v. Sutton (1869), L. R. 4 H. L. 226 ; London 
and North Western Rail. Co. v. Everslied (1878), 3 App. Gas. 1029; Denahy Main 
Colliery Co, v. Manchester^ Sheffield and Lincolnshire Rail. Co. (1885), 11 App. 
Gas. 97). 

There can be little doubt that ss. 19 and 20 of the Act of 1882 extend to the 
supply to the ordinary consumer as well as to supply by special agreement. 
S. 19 is not in terms confined to a supply by agreement; and a supply to an 
ordinary consumer is probably given under “ agreement” within the meaning of 
8. 20; see note {g)f p. 588, ante. 8, 31 of the schedule to the Electiic Lighting 
^Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Vict. c. 19), authorises the undertakers to “ charge 
for energy supplied by them to any ordini^ consumer (otherwise than by 
agreement)** in certain methods; but even if the words “otherwise than by 
agreement** are to be read with “ supplied** and not, as is probably the true 
construction, with “charge,** the sujiply might still be by virtue of an “ agree- 
ment** within the meaning of s. 20 of the Act of 1882. In Metropolitan 
Electric Supply Co., Ltd. v. Ginder, [1901] 2 Ch. 799, Bucklky, J., appears to 
have regarded ss. 19 and 20 of the Act of 1882 as of quite general operation. 

(Z) Metropolitan Electric Supply Co., Ltd. y. Ginder, supra. Gompare the cases 
as to undue preference in connection with railway rates, as to which see titls 
Railways and Ganals. 

(m) The words ai-e “ any licence. Order, or special Act.*' 
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consumer as to the matters above mentioned is to be determined 
by arbitration (n). 

On the other hand, a person is not entitled to demand or to con- 
tinue to receive from the undertakers a supply of electricity for any 
premises having a separate supply, unless he has agreed with the 
undertakers to pay to them such minimum annual sum (to be 
determined by arbitration in default of agreement) as will give them 
a reasonable return on the capital expenditure, and will cover other 
standing charges incurred by them in order to meet the possible 
maximum demand for those premises (o). 

And the undertakers may refuse to supply energy to any person 
whose payments for the supply of energy are for the time being in 
arrear (not being the subject of a bond fide dispute), whether any 
such payments bo due to the undertakers in respect of a supply to 
the premises in respect of which such supply is demanded or in 
respect of other premises (p). 

1157. Subject to the foregoing restrictions and conditions, the 
obligations of the undertakers as to supplying electricity, and their 
powers to charge for the supply, are as follows : — 

The undertakers must, upon the request of the owner or occu- 
pier of any premises wdthin fifty yards (q) from any distributing 
main of theirs in ^\hich they are, for the time being, required to 
maintain or are maintaining a supply of energy for the purposes of 
general supply to private consumers under the f'pocial Order or the 
Board of Trade regulations, give and continue to give a supply of 
energy for those promises in accordance with the provisions of the 
special Order and of those regulations ; and they must furnish and 
lay any electric lines necessary for supplying the maximum power 
to which the owner or occupier is entitled under the special 
Order (?’), subject to conditions to the following effect; — 

The cost of so much of any electric line for the supply as is laid 
upon the property belonging to the owner or in the possession of 
the occupier, and of so much of any such electric lines as it is 
necessary to lay for more than sixty feet from any distributing 
main of the undertakers, although not on that property, must, 
if the undertakers so require, be defrayed by the owner or 
occupier («). 

Every owner or occupier requiring a supply must — first, serve 
due notice upon the undertakers; secondly, if required by the 


(n) Eloctrio Lij^hting Act, 1SS2 (-io & 40 Viet. c. oG), s. 18. 

(o) Electric Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 31), s. 15. Clauses to a 
similar effect are contained in many local Acts, and in many recent Provisional 
Orders. 

( ji) Ibid., s. 18. Clauses to a similar effoct, frequently, however, not con- 
taining an exception with regard to hotid fide disputes, are contained in many 
local Acts and recent Provisional Ordei-s. 

{q) Measured in a straight line on a horizontal plane (Interpretation Act, 1889 
(52 & 53 Viet. c. 63), s. 34) ; and see Movjlet v. Cule (1872), L. E. 8 Exch. 32, Ex. Cb. 

(r) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 19), schedul's 
a. 27 (1). The obligation probably extends to supplying electricity to the whole 
of premises any part of wnich is within the fifty yards. But see Hunter Diatriri 
Water Supply and Sewerage Board y. Neweastle Coed Co., [1896] A. 0. 82, P. C. 
(<) Ibid. 
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nndertakcrs, enter into a written contract with them to continue 
to receive and pay for a supply of energy for at least two years of 
such an amount that the pa 3 rment to be made for the supply 
nt the undertakers’ then l ates of charge to ordinary consumers 
shall not be less than 20 per cent, per annum on the outlay of the 
undertakers in providing any electric lines required as above stated 
to be provided by them for the purpose of the supply, and, if required 
by the undertakers, give them security for payment to them of all 
moneys which may become due to them by the owner or occupier 
in respect of any electric lines to be furnished by the undertakers, 
and in respect of energy to be supplied by them (i). 

The undertakers are empowered, after having given a supply, to 
require security for payments that may become due to them in 
respect thereof, if security has not iireviously been given, or the 
security previously given has become invalid or insufficient, and to 
discontinue the supply if and so long as the security so required is 
not given (u). 

If the owner or occupier of the premises uses any form of lamp 
or burner, or uses the energy supplied to him for any purpose, or 
deals with it in any manner so as to interfere unduly or improperly 
with the efficient supply of energy to any other body or person by 
the undertakers, the undertakers may, if they think fit, discontinue 
to supply energy to those premises so long as the lamp or burner 
is so used, or the energy is so used or dealt with (x). Any difference 
arising under this provision as to any improper use of energy is to 
bo determined by arbitration (a). 

The undertakers are not to bo compelled to give a supply of 
energy to any premises unless they are reasonably satisfied that 
tlie electric lines, fittings, and apparatus therein are in good order 
and condition, and not calculated to affect injuriously the use of 
energy by the undertakers or by other persons (b). Any difference 
arising under this provision as to any alleged defect in any electric 
lines, fittings, or apparatus is to be determined by arbitration (c). 

U58. The maximum power with which any consumer is entitled 
to be supplied is such amount as ho may require to be supplied 
with, not exceeding what may bo reasonably anticipated as the 
maximum consumption on his premises. But where any consumer 
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[t) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (02 & C3 Viet. c. 19), schedule, 
B. 27 (2). And soo, ns to the necessity of compliance with the section hoforo a 
person can claim a right to a su 2 )ply, llusey v. London Electric Supply Corpora- 
tion, [1902] 1 Ch. 411, 0. A. 

(u) Ihid., s. 27 ( 3 ; 

(^) Ibid.y 8. 27 (4]. The words of the sub-section are, “ Provided also that if 
the owner or occupier of any such premises as aforesaid ” uses any lamps etc. 
The initial words appear to restiict the application of the sub-secuon to cases 
whore the undertakers are, or at least may be, required to suiiply the premises 
under the earlier provisions of the section. 

(a) Ibid.y 8 . 27 (6). 

{h) lUd.y 8. 27 (5). The sub-section is enacted os a proviso, and may there- 
fore apply only with reference to the obligations imposed by the section. 
Provisions with regard to the refusal or discontinuance of a supply in cases 
where leaka^ on tiie consumer’s premises is anticipated or discovered will be 
found in the jBoard of Trade regulations. 

(c) Ibid., 8. 27 (6). 
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has required the undertakers to supply him with a maximum power 
of any specified amount, he is not entitled to alter that maximum 
except upon one month’s notice to the undertakers, and provision 
is made for payment in that case by the consumer of expenses 
reasonably incurred by the undertakers in consequence of the 
alteration. Differences between any such owner or occupier and 
the undertakers as to what may be reasonably anticipated as the 
consumption on his premises, or as to the reasonableness of any 
expenses under the above provisions, are to be determined by 
arbitration (d). 

1159 . Undertakers, other than the local authority, may be 
required by the local authority to supply energy to public lamps 
within seventy -five yards from any distributing main of the under- 
takers in which they are required to maintain a current for the 
purposes of general supply (<?). 

1160 . The observance of the obligations to supply energy imposed 
by the special Order is secured by penalties, subject to a provision 
that no penalty is to be inflicted in respect of any default if the 
court are of opinion that the default was caused by inevitable 
accident or force inajexire, or was of so slight or unimportant a 
character as not materially to affect the value of the supply, and 
subject to a limitation on the aggregate penalties that may be 
inflicted for defaults other than wilful defaults for any one 
day if). 

The liability in penalties prevents the undertakers from being 
liable in an action for damages in respect of a breach of the obliga- 
tions in question ((7), though it apparently does not prevent their 
being restrained by injunction from wrongfully discontinuing a 
su23ply which they are furnishing in pursuance of those obliga- 
tions (A). But it does not prevent them from being liable in damages 
in respect of breach of a special contract to supply electricity (i). 
And it seems that there may be cases where a breach of the 
obligations in question would also constitute a breach of the general 


{(T) Electric J.igliting (Claueos) Act, 1899 (G2 & 63 Viet. c. 19), scliodulo, s. 28. 
(e) Jhtd.y 8. 29. Theie is no express provision as to tho body by whom or at 
whose cost the line to connect the lamps with the main is to bo laid. The 
section does not appear to confer power to lay the Imo through intervening 
land ; and (even assuming the duty of laying the line to be on them) the under- 
takers will incur no penalty for failure to supply electricity to a public lamp if, 
in a case where they have no power to lay the line aliunde, the intervening 
landowner objects to their so doing (see Bellamy v. Liverpool United Oaa Light 
Co. (1904), 68 J. P. 540). 

(/) llnd., 8 . 30. 

{g) See Atkinson v. Newcastle and Gateshead WaterworJes Co. (1877), 2 Ex. D. 
441, 0. A. ; Saunders v. llolhorn District Board oflVorks, [1895] 1 Q. 13. 61 ; Clegg, 
Barhinson & Co. v. Earhy Gas Co., [1896] 1 Q. 13. 592. And as to the goneiul 
principles with regard to the question whether a statutory remedy is an exclusn o 
remedy, see title Statutes. 

{It) See Hayward v. East London Waterworks Co. (1884), 28 Ch. D, 138 ; and 
for injunctions generally, see title Injunctions. 

(t) Morris and Bastert, Ltd. v. Loughborough Corporation, [1908], 1 K. B. 205, 
C. A. ; followed by Ridley, J., in Bourne v. Marylehone Borougl Council (1908), 
72 J. P. 129 ; reversed on another point, 72 J. P. 306, 0. A. 
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obligations of the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (/r), which are not 
secured by penalty, and expose the undertakers to a liability in 
an action accordingly (1), 

1161. Obligations on the undertakers, in addition to those already 
mentioned, with regard to the supply of electricity, more particularly 
in reference to constancy of supply and its uniformity in the matter 
of pressure, and, where alternating current is employed, of frequency, 
^^ill be found in the Board of Trade regulations for insuring a 
proper and sufficient supply of electrical energy applicable to the 
undertaking (m). 

1162. The undertakers may charge for energy supplied to any 
ordinary consumer (otherwise than by agreement) {n ) — 

(1) By the actual amount of energy supplied ; or 

(2) By the electrical quantity contained in the supply ; or 

(3) By such other method as may for the time being bo approved 
by the Board of Trade (a). 

Where, however, the undertakers charge by the last-mentioned 
method, any consumer who objects to that method may require tho 
undertakers to charge him, at their option, by one of tho first two 
methods (h). 

Before commencing to sui-iply energy through any distributing 
main for the purposes of general supply, the undertakers must 
notify by what method they propose to charge for energy supplied 
through that main ; and they must not change the method notified 
except after notiheation of the change (c). 

The prices to be charged must not exceed those stated in the 
special Order (r/), or substituted for those so stated as explained 
below, or, in tho case of a method of charge approved by the Board 


(/.) 4i) A, -10 Viet. c. 5(), 8. 19. See pp. o88, oS'.), ante, 

(1) Soo note (/.), p. 589, ante, 
im) Soo p 545, ante. 

(/i) Thoioia no (lefuiilion of “ ordinary consnmer.” Tlio words “otliorwise 
than by agreement ” are probably to bo road with charge ” rather tlian 
supply,” seeing that it is contemplated that tho ordinary consumer will, in 
certain cases, expressly agree to take a supply (see tho provisions of thoElectiio 
Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (02 & 08 A^ct. c. 19), schedule, ss. 25, 27, roforrod 
to pp. 587, 591, ante ; and see note (//), p. 588, ante). 

1 a) Ihid.f 8 . 31 (1). I3ut SCO titd.j s. 32, refeiTod to p. 594, post, 
h) Ibid., 8. 31 (2). 
c) Ibid., 8 . 31 (3). 

d) It is the practice to schedule tho maximum prices to tho Provisional Order. 
The schedule defines “unit” as tho energy contained in a current of 1,000 
amperes flowing under an c m.f. of one volt during one hour. The maximum 
rate per quarter chargeable where the charge is by the amount of energy 
supplied is flxed at so much (usually 8d or less) jier unit with a minimum 
equivalent to the fixed charge per unit on^ twenty units. And charges at tho 
same rates are authorised where tho charge is by tho electrical quantity contained 
in the supply, the amount of energy supplied being taken to bo “ the product of 
that electrical quantity and the declared pressure at the consumer’s terminals, 
that is to say, such a constant pressure at those terminals as may be declared by 
the undertakers under the Boaid of Trade regulations.” Provisions requiring 
the undertakers to declare to the consumer, inter aha, the pressure at which they 
propose to supply him will bo found in tho Board of Trade regulations applicable 
to the undertaking. 
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of Trade, such prices as the Board determine on approving the 
method (e). 

The Board of Trade are, however, empowered, in the case of 
undertakers other than the local authority, upon due representation 
to them, after the lapse of five years from the commencement of the 
special Order, to make an order varying the prices stated in the 
special Order or approved by the Board, or substituting other prices; 
and the prices for the time being in force may be altered in like 
manner at any time after the expiration of any period of five years 
after they wore last altered. And the Board have similar powers 
for varying the undertakers’ methods of charge (/). 

1163. Subject to the provisions of the special Order and of the 
principal Act, and to the right of the consumer to require that he 
shall be charged according to one of the methods above mentioned, 
the undertakers may make any agreement with a consumer as to 
the price to be charged for energy, and the mode of ascertaining 
those charges (g). 

1164. In the case of undertakers other than the local authority, 
the price to be charged for energy supplied to the public lamps and 
the method of ascertaining those charges are to be settled by 
agreement, or, in case of dillerence, to bo determined by arbitration, 
regard being had to specified considerations (h). 


{e) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (C2 & 63 Viet. c. 19), schoclulo, 
B. 32 (1). 

(/) lUd., 8 . 32 (2); Electric Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 34), s. 10. 
8. 32 (2) of the schedule to the Act of 1899 provided for variation of the 
maximum prices or methods of charge at intervals of seven years on the 
application of the uiideitukers or the local authority. S. 10 (1) of the Act of 
1909 amends the section for the purposes of its incoiporation with future 
Orders and special Acts by substituting five years for seven, and enabling the 
IJoaidtoact on the application of such number of consumers, not loss than 
twenty, as the Board consider sufficient, having regard to the population of the 
area of supply ; and s. 10 (2) provides thnt where a previous Act or Provisional 
Order enables the Board to revise or vary any maximum prices (there is no men- 
tion in 8ub-8. (2) of methods of charge), the Act or Order shall bo construed so as 
to onablo the revision or variation to take place at intervals of five years whore a 
longer interval is fixed by the Act or Order, and so as to enable the power of 
revision or variation to bo exercised on the representation of such number of 
consumers, not less than twenty, as the Board of Trade consider sufficient, 
having regard to the population of the area of supply, in cases whore under the 
Act or Order the power either cannot be exercised on such a representation, 
or can bo exorcised only on the representation of a number of consumers 
greater than twenty. 

Clauses are contained in many Provisional Orders and special Acts requiring 
n local authority acting as undertakers to adjust their charges periodically 
with a view to balancing revenue and expenditure. See also p. 655, ante, 

{y) Electric Lighting (Clausos) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 19), schedule, 8.33. 
6oo note (7), p. 588, ante. 

(/j) Ihid., 8 . 34. In Bulawayo Municipality v. Bulawayo Waterworkt <7o., Lid.^ 
[1908] A. 0. 241, P. C., a contract for the lighting of streets etc. by electricity 
provided for the payment of the contractors at such rates as should yield thorn 
a return equal to ** 10 per cent, over the actual cost of generating the light.’* 
And it was held that for the purposes of the contract ^’genemting the light *’ 
covered the whole series of operations leading up to the prc^uction of the light in 
the street lamps, and the ** actual cost” thereof covert all that the production 
of the light including depreciation of plant, rent, rates, taxes, and 
insurance. 



Pabt V.— Powers and Doties of UNDERTAKERa 


695 


Sect. 13. — Stipply outside Area of Supply. 

U65; The general powers of the undertakers for the supply of ont^de!/iea 
electricity are, as has been explained (i), confined to supplying of Supply. 

electricity in their area of supply for use in that area. The Board 

of Trade have, however, the following powers to authorise the 
undertakers to supply electricity outside, or for use outside, their 
urea of supply ( j) : — 

1166. The Board of Trade may, by order, permit any undertakers Supply in 
to supply electricity in bulk to any other undertakers upon such 

terms and conditions as maybe specified in the order, if the supply 
can be given without breaking up any streets, except such as the 
undertakers giving or those receiving the supply are authorised to 
break up ; but no such order is to be made until due notice of the 
intention to make it has been given and persons affected have had 
an opportunity of stating objections (/c). 

1167. Any undertakers® may, with the consent of the Board Supply to 
of Trade, supply at any point within their area of supply electricity [ramwayV, 
for the purposes of haulage or traction on any railway, tramway, andcanuii, 
or canal situate partly within and partly without that area, and 

for the purposes of lighting vehicles and vessels used on any such 
railway, tramway, or canal ; but the Board are not to give such 
consent until duo notice of the application for the consent has 
been given and persons affected have had an opportunity of stating 
objections (?/0* 

Electricity supplied under the foregoing powers (7O must not, how- interference 
ever, be used by the recipients so as to interfere, or be likely to Jories^and™* 
interfere, with Government or statutory observatories or labora- laboratories, 
tories; but this restriction does not apply where the recipients 
have authority to use electricity for the purposes for which a supply 
is authorised by those powers (?<) by virtue of an Act, or Order having 
the effect of an Act, containing provisions for the protection of such 
observatories or laboratories (o). 


1168. The Board of Trade have power, on proof to their satisfac- Supply to ^ 
tion that the occupier of any premises outside the area of supply of 
any undertakers is desirous of obtaining a supply of electricity from outside area 
^ — — — — of supply. 


(t) ScG p. oGG, avte. ^ 

(j) The Boaidof Trade have issued a memorandum ns to the procedipo on 
aunheations to them under the enactments conferring the powers in quest ion. 

(jfc) Electric Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 34), s. 4 (3). As to the power 
to authorise a supply in bulk by Provisional Order, see pp. 55/, 5 o 8 , 

{1) liie words are “ any local authority, company, or person authorised to 

sunnlv electricity in any area.’ , . rm ■ ^ 

(w) Electric Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 34), s. 6 (1). ^icro are similar 
provisions in many special Acts. See, e.g,, the enactments referred to, p. 0.59, 
post and the metropolitan legislation mentioned at p. G21 , post, As ia the ^wer 
to authorise a supply to railways etc. for other purposes by Trovisional Order 

under ibid,, B. 6 (2), see p. 557, ante. , 1 . • 1 j 

(n) lie words are “ under this section, and would seem to include cases 
where the supply is authorised by a Provisional Order granted under sub-s. (2) 

of the section, as to which see p. 557, a wte. x- 4 - 

( 0 ) Ibid,, 8. 5 (3). Compare the motropobtan enactments mentionoa m 

p. 02i,po8t. 
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them, and with the consent of the local authority of the district 
comprising the premises, and of the undertakers (if any) authorised 
to supply the premises, or (subject to an exception for cases of under- 
takers under a specific statutory prohibition against supplying 
electricity within the area of supply of other undertakers) without 
such consent if, in the opinion of the Board, it is unreasonably with- 
held, to make an order authorising the giving of the supply on such 
terms and conditions as the Board think fit (p). 

The order may, for the purpose of enabling the supply to be 
given, confer such powers and impose such duties on the under- 
takers as would have been conferred or imposed by the Electric 
Lighting Acts and as might have been conferred or imposed by 
Provisional Order if the premises and the route along which lines 
are to be laid for the purposes of the supply had been within the 
undertakers’ area of supply (3). 

Sect. 14. — Meters. 

1169. In the case of an ordinary consumer, the “ value of the 
supply” — i.c., the amount of energy supplied or the electrical 
quantity contained in the supply (according to the method of charge 
selected) — is, except as otherwn’se agreed, to be ascertained by 
means of an appropriate ‘‘certified meter” — i.c., a meter duly 
certified by an electric inspector appointed under the special Order 
to be capable of ascertaining the value of the supply within such 
limits of error as may, as respects meters of the class to which the 
meter belongs, be allowed by the Board of Trade, and to be of a con- 
struction and pattern approved by the Board — fixed and connected 
with the service lines in a manner approved by the Board. 

If a certified meter is altered it ceases to be a certified meter until 
it is again duly certified (r). 

1170. It is the duty of an electric inspector, at the request of, 
and on payment of the prescribed fee by, the undertakers or a 
consumer to examine and, if he considers it entitled to certification, 
to certify a meter intended for ascertaining the value of the 
supply ; and, upon the like request and payment, to examine the 
manner in which any such meter has been fixed and connected with 
the service lines, and to certify that it has been so fixed and con- 
nected in some manner approved by the Board of Trade, if he 
considers that it is entitled to be so certified (s). 

1171. The undertakers are, at the request of a consumer, to 
supply him with an appropriate meter, and, if required, to fix it 

(j5) Electric Lightiug Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 31), s. 6 (1), (4). 

{q) Ibid., s. 6 (2). 

(r) Ihid., Sched. II. That schedule contains amended versions of ss. 49, 50, 
61 and 63 of the schedule to the Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (02 & 63 
Yict. c. 19) ; and, by s. 11 of the Act of 1909, the amended versions are to bo 
substituted for the sections in their original form for the purposes of the 
schedule to the Act of 1899 as incorporated with special Acts and Provisional 
Orders subsequent to the Act of 1909, and also with the necessary adaptations 
(if any) for corresponding provisions contained in or incorporated with earlier 
Acts and Orders. 

(«) Electric Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, 0 . 3 1), Schod. II. See note (r), tupra. 
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and connect the service lines with it and procure its certification ; 14 . 

and they are given powers of entry on the consumer’s premises Meters, 

for these purposes ; but they may, before supplying the meter, 
require the consumer to pay or secure to them a reasonable sum in 
rof-pect of its price, or, if he desires to hire it, to enter into an 
agreement for its hire as stated below 0). 

1172. Both the undertakers and the consumer are prohibited, Notice of 
under penalty, from connecting the meter with, or disconnecting 

it from, a line through which the undertakers supply energy, except t»on of 
upon due notice (w). meter. 

1173. The consumer is to keep all meters belonging to him Consomerto 
whereby the value of the supply is to be ascertained in proper order, 

and in default of his so doing the undertakers may cease to supply 
energy through the meter (y). 

The undertakers have, however, power for the inspection, testing inspection of 
etc. of such meter ; and the expenses incident to such testing etc. 
are payable by the undertakers or the consumer according as the 
meter is or is not found to be in proper order (ii). 


1174. The undertakers may let for hire a meter for ascertaining Letting: of 
the value of the supply, and any fittings thereto, for such remunera- „ 
lion and upon such terms as to the repair, and for securing the 
safety and return, of the meter and fittings, as may bo agreed, or, 
in case of difference, settled by the Board of Trade; and the 
remuneiation is recoverable summarily as a civil debt (a:). 


1175. The underlakers are, unless the agreement for hire other- Umlertalcert 
wise provides, to keep meters let for hire by them whereby the 
value of the supply is ascertained in proper order at their own oiiier. 
expense, and in default of their so doing the consumer is not liable 
for rent of the meter during the default. The undertakers have 
powers for the inspection, testing etc. of the meter ; and are to 
bear the expense of re-certification, if re-certification is thereby 
rendered necessary (y). 

1176 Differences between a consumer and the undertakers as to Disputes as 
the correctness of a meter whereby the value of the supply is to meters, 
ascertained (whether belonging to the consumer or to the under- 
lakers), or as to whether that value has been correctly registered by 
a meter, are to be determined on the application of either party 
by an electric inspector, or, where the local authority are the con- 
sumers, by an inspector appointed by the Board of Trade. -Ih® 
inspector is to order by which of the parties the costs are to bo 
paid, and his decision is final and binding on the parties, bubject 

(0 Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 18997c2 & 03 Viet. o. 19), schodulo* 

“■ S Elocti-io Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7. c. 31), Schod. H. Soo note (r), 

^■(trElottrio Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (02 & 03 \iot. c. 19), schedule, 
e. 54 (1). 

(tc) Ibid., 8. 54 (2). 

(») Ibid., 8. 55. 

(y) Ibid., 8. 60. 
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to wliafc has been said, the register of the meter is conclusive evidence 
in the absence of fraud of the value of the supply (^). 

1177 . The expenses of providing a new meter in place of an 
existing meter, on change by the undertakers in their method of 
charging, are payable by the undertakers and recoverable summarily 
as a civU debt (a). 

1178 . In addition to any meter placed on a consumer’s premises 
to ascertain the value of the supply, the undertakers may, upon 
certain conditions, and at their own expense, place on his premises 
a meter or other apparatus for ascertaining or regulating the amount 
of energy supplied, the number of hours during which the supply 
is given, the maximum power taken, or any other quantity or time 
connected with the supply {b). 

Sect. 15 . — Recovery of Charges, 

1179 . Twenty-four hours* notice in ^Yriting must be given to the 
undertakers by every consumer before he quits any premises supplied 
with electric energy by the undertakers, and, in default of such 
notice, the consumer so quitting is liable to pay to the undertakers 
the money accruing due in respect of such supply up to the next 
usual period for ascertaining the register of the meter on the 
premises, or the date from which any subsequent occupier of the 
premises may require the undertakers to supply electric energy to 
such premises, whichever shall lirst occur. Notice to the effect of 
this obligation is to be indorsed upon any demand note for charges 
for electric energy (c). 

1180 . If any local authority, company, or person neglect to pay 
any charge for electricity or any other sum due from them to the 
undertakers in respect of the supply of electricity to such local 
authority, company, or i)erson, the undertakers may cut off the 
supply and cut or disconnect electric lines or other w^orks for the 
purpose, and may, until the charge or sum, together with the 
expenses of the undertakers in cutting off the supply, bo fully paid, 
but no longer, discontinue the supply (d). 

1181 . If a consumer leaves the premises where electricity has 
been supplied to him without paying the charges for electricity or 
meter rent due from him, the undertakers are not entitled to 
require from the next tenant of the premises the payment of the 
arrears left unpaid by the former tenant, unless the incoming 
tenant has undertaken with the former tenant to pay or exonerate 
him from the payment of the arrears {e). In the last-mentioned 


(*) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (G2 & G3 Viet. c. 19), schedule, s. 67. 
frt) 1 bid,t s. 68. 

(h) Ibid,, s. 69. 

(c^ Electric Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 34), s. 17. Provisions of a 
pimilar character are contained in many special Acts and recent Provisional 
Orders. 

{d) Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 56), a. 21 ; and see Electric 
Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 34), s. 18, cited p. 690, ante, 

{€) GhMworka Clauses Act, 1871 (34 & 36 Viet. o. 41), b. 39, os incorporated 
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cases the undertakers are entitled to require payment of the arrears 
as a condition of continuing the supply (/); but they have no 
personal remedy against the incoming tenant (^). 

U82. If any person supplied with electricity, or with any electric 
meter or fittings, by the undertakers neglects to pay them the charges 
due for electricity, or the rent or money due for the liiring or 
fixing of the meter, or the expenses lawfully incurred by them iu 
cutting oil the electricity from his premises, the undertakers may 
recover the amount due summarily as a civil debt(/i). And whore 
any person neglects to pay any sum due and payable by him to the 
undertakers, they may recover the same with full costs iu any court 
of competent jurisdiciion (/). 


with the Eloctiic Lightiug Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 66), by s. 12 of that Act; 
SCO note {k)t p. 5711, ante. The official receiver taking possession of a debtor’s 
promi&os under a receiving order is not an “ incoming tenant” of the premises 
lor the purposes of the section, and is thoiofore not entitled to a supply of 
elcctiicity without paying an'oara duo from the debtor (see Ite Smith, Ex parle 
Mason, [1893] 1 Q. 13. 323; compare Re Thomas, Ex parte Ysti adt/fodiug Loral 
Board (1887), 57 L. J. (q. b.) 39). The liquidator of a company is apparently 
in a similar position (see Re Wcarmouth Crown Glass Co. (1882), 19 Ch. L). 
640; Re Blazer Firtlighkr, Ltd., [1895] 1 Ch. 402). So also is a roroiver 
appointed by the court in a dobentuio-holders* action, at lca«t if the oulor of 
the court docs not direct delivery of possession of the promises to him [Bnterson 
V. Gas Light and Coke Co , [1896] 2 Ch. 476, 0. A. ; compaio Ae Marriage, Keavci^ 
Co., North of England Truslex, Debenture and Assets Corporation v. Marriage, 
Neave <fc Co. , [1896] 2 Ch. 663, C. A.) ; or if the order only orders delivery of posses- 
sion so far as is nocoasary for such recciverbhip (bee JJuseg v. Gas Light and Col.e 
Co. (1902), 18 T. L. R 299). But compare with the last case Husey v. London 
Electric Supply Corporation, [1902] 1 Ch. 411, 0. A., cited p. 691, ante, whore, 
however, s. 39 of the Gasworks Clauses Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 41), was 
not mentioned. Whether a receiver appointed on behalf of debenture- holders, 
without the intervention of the coui*t, under poweis in their security would bo 
an “ inc(jming tenant ” seems doubtful. In Batei'son v. Gas Ijight and Coke Co., 
supra, Lindley, L.J., atp. 482, expres.sed an opinion to the contrary ; but see 
Madge v. Debenture Corporation (1896), 12 T. L. R 203 ; Richards v. Kidderminster 
Overseers, [1896] 2 Ch. 212. The trustee in bankruptcy, if he has taken posses- 
sion of the debtor’s promises, is on the other hand an “incoming tenant,” and 
entitled accordingly to a supply of electricity without paying arrears due fiom 
the debtor (see Re Flack, Ex parte Btrry, [1900] 2 Q. 13. 32). 

(/) S. 39 of the Gasworks Clauses Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 41), gives them 
the right by implication (see Paterson v. Gas Light and Coke Co., supra, pir 
Riqby, L.J., at p. 485). 

(g) See Cannon Brewery Co. v. Gas Light and Coke Co., [1904] A 0. 331, 
approving Gas Light and Coke Co. v. Mead (1876), 45 D. J. (m. o.) 71. 

(h) Gasworks Clauses Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 41), s. 40, as incorporated 
with the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet c. 66), by s. 12 of that Act ; 
see note (/c), p. 573, ante. In the case of a company whose property is in the 
hands of a receiver appointed by the court at the instance of the holders of 
debentures secured by a floating charge on the company’s property, the court 
will grant leave to the undertakers to distrain on the property in the receiver’s 
hands for the purpose of satisfjdng a justices’ order for the paynient of charges 
due from the company to the undertakers for electricity supplied before the 
appointment of the receiver, since the v adertakers’ statutory right to payment 
is paramount to an equitable charge on the consumer’s property ; see Re Adolphs 
Croshie, Ltd., Johnson and Hwjhes v. Adolphe Crosbie, Ltd. (1909), 74 J. P. 25. 

(i) Gasworks Clauses Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 41), s. 41, as incorporafed 
with the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. o. 66), by s, 12 of that Act, 
see note (A), supra. The remedy of the undertakers under fhe section is 
expressed to be in addition to their other remedies. If electricity is supplied 
through an automatic “dot” meter actuated by coins, the payment to the 
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Sect. 16 . — Acquisition of Undertaking hij Local Authority. 

1183. Any local authority within whose jurisdiction the area of 
supply, or any part of it, is situated may, within six months after 
the expiration of forty-two years, or any shorter period specified in 
the Provisional Order, from the passing of the confirming Act, and 
within six months after the expiration of every subsequent ton 
years, or any shorter period specified in the Provisional Order, by 
notice in writing require the undertakers to sell (and thereupon 
the undertakers must sell to them their undertaking, or so much 
of it as is within such jurisdiction) upon terms of paying the then 
value of all lands, buildings, works, materials, and plant of the 
undertakers suitable to and used by them for the purposes of their 
undertaking witliin such jurisdiction ; such value to bo determined 
by arbitration in case of difference. 

The value of the lands, buildings, works, materials, and plant is 
to be deemed to be their fair market value at the time of the 
purchase, due regard being had to the nature and then condition 
of the buildings, works, materials, and plant, and to the state of 
1 opair thereof, and to the circumstance that they are in such a 
position as to be ready for immediate working, and to the suit- 
ability of the same to the purposes of the undertaking, and, 
where a part only of the undertaking is purchased, to any loss 
occasioned by severance, but without any addition in respect of 
compulsory purchase, or of goodwill, or of any profits which may 
or might have been made from the undertaking, or of any similar 
considerations. 

The Board of Trade may determine any other questions uhich 
may arise in relation to such purchaso, and may fix the date from 
which it is to take effect, and from and after that date, or such 
other date as may be agreed, the pioperty purchased will vest in 
the local authority, freed from any debts, mortgages, or similar 
obligations of the undertakers or attaching to the underlaking ; and 
the powers of the undertakers within the area in question will cease, 
and vest in the local authority (./). 

The Board of Trade may, however, in a Provisional Order 
vary the above terms of purchase in such manner as may 
have been agreed upon between the local authority and tho 


undertakers takes place, unless otherwise agreed, when the coin is inserted in 
tho moter, so that if tho coins aro afterwards stolon the loss, at any rato in 
tho absence of negligence on tho consumer’s part, falls on the undertakcis* ; 
see Edmundaon v. Lowjton Corporation 19 T. L. It. 15. 

(;■) Electric Lighting Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet c. 12), s. 2, which applies to 
undertakings under special Act, subject to anything therein to tho contrary, os 
well as to undertakings under Piovisional Order. The section, which repeals and 
replaces s. 27 of tho Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 4G Viet. c. 66), is framed 
upon B. 43 of tho Tramways Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. o. 78), upon which or 
similar special tramway legislation tho cases cited in notes \n) to («) on 
pp. 601, 602, poat, wore decided. 

As to tho stamp duty payable, on a statutory sale of property, under tho 
Finance Act, 1896 (58 & 59 Viet. c. 16), s. 12, the application of which to tho 
sale of an electric undertaking was considered in A.- U. v. Eastbourne Corporation, 
[1902] I K. 11. 403, C. A., see title Revenue. 



Part V. — Powers and Duties of Undertakers. 


601 


undertakers (k). And where different local authorities have under 
those provisions po^Yers to purcliase different parts of the undertaking 
of a company, any one of the local authorities may, with the consent 
of, and upon terms and conditions approved by, the Board of 
Trade, and, in the case of an undertaking authorised before April Ist, 
1910 (0, with the consent of the company, transfer their right of 
purchase to any other of such local authorities f??!) . 

Where any generating station, mains, or other works of a com- 
pany used solely for supplying electricity 'within the district of a 
local authority are situate outside the district of that authority, 
they are, for the purposes of the purchase, to be deemed to be within 
the district ; and, where they are used solely for supplying electricity 
within the districts of two or more local authorities, but are not 
situate within any of those districts, the Board of Trade may, on 
the application of all or any of those authorities, by Provisional 
Order apply this provision, subject to such adaptations as ara 
required (//). 

Again, where powers to supply premises outside their area 
of supply are conferred on undertakers other than a local authority, 
by order of the Board of Trade (o), works and lines erected and laid 
under those powers are, so long as the order remains in force, to be 
deemed, for the purposes of the purchase, to form part of the under- 
taking within the district of the local authority which comprises the 
area of supply, or, if that area is comprised within the districts of 
more than one such authority, then within such of those districts 
as the Board of Trade may determine (p). 


(7v) Electric Lighting Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Viet. c. 12), 8. 3. As to the exercise 
of the powers of the section, see pp. 637, G38, post 

(7) The date of the commencement of the Electric Lighting Act, 1909 
(9 Edw. 7, c. 34) ; sco ilid.f s. 27 (3). 

im) JUd.y 8. 7 (2). 

(n) Ihid.f 8. 7 (1). The sub-section, which docs not, except by agreement 
between the local authority and the company concerned, apply to any generating 
station etc. authorised by a special Act passed before the Act of 1909, seems to 
have been drafted on the assumption that under b. 2 of the Electric Lighting 
Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Viet. c. 12), the question whether any particular lands, 
buildings etc. of the undertakers are to be included in the purchase depends 
upon whether they are locally within the district of the purchasing authority. 
But it would seem that this is not the case, but, subject to the provisions of tne 
Act of 1909, that the question depends upon whether they are suitable to and 
used by the undertakers for the purposes of the undertaking, or (should the 
undertaking extend beyond that jurisdiction) the part of it within the jurisdic- 
tion of the purchasing authority ; and that, where the lands, buildings etc. 
Rubserve both the purposes of the undertaking, or the part of it within the 
jurisdiction of the purchasing authority, and other purposes, the question 
whether they are suitable to and used for the pu^oses of the undertaking, 
or the part of it in question, so that they must be included in the purchase, is 
one of fact for the arbitrator. See Re Manchester Carnage and Tramways Co. and 
Manchester Corporation (1902), 87 L. T. 504, settled in 0. A. (1903), 19 T. L. R. 
439 ; Manchester Carriage and Tramways Co., Ltd. v. Swinton and Pendhhury 
Urban Council, [1906] A. C. 277 ; North Metropolitan Tramways Co., Ltd. r. 
Leyton Urban District Council (1907), 71 J. P. 636, affirmed (1908) 72 J. P, 
241, 0. A. 

(o) Under the Electric Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 3 1), 8. 6. See pp. 595, 
590, ante. 

(p) Ibid,, B. 6 (3) See note (n), supra. 
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Lands are not to be excluded from the purchase by reason of 
failure on the part of the vendors to make a good title to them, 
but infirmity in the title should bo taken into account in assessing 
the purchase price (q). 

The purchase price must be measured by ^vhat it w ould cost, at 
the date of the purchase, to provide the lands, erect the buildings, 
put down the electric lines etc., subject to proper deductions for 
depreciation, and not by the value of the undertaking as a profit- 
earning concern (?*). It does not, however, necessarily include all 
expenses to which undertakers, beginning de novo, would be put in 
establishing an undertaking similar to that in question (s). 

An enactment amalgamating two undertakings for some purposes 
may not preclude the local authority from purchasing one of the 
amalgamated undertakings separately (/). 

1184. Clauses enabling a local authority to purchase an under- 
taking upon terms other than the foregoing before the expiration of 
the forty-two years are very commonly inserted in Provisional 
Orders {u). And the j)rovisions above mentioned as to the transfer 
of pow’crs of purchase between diilercnt local authorities, and as to 
generating stations and other works outside tlio district of the 
purchasing authority or outside the area of supply, extend to 
purchases under such clauses (r). 

Sect. 17 . — Remedy of Dejects, 

1185. If at any time it is established to the satisfaction of the 
Board of Trade — 

(a) That the undertakers are supplying energy otherwise than 

by means of a system approved by the Board, or (except in 
accordance with the special Order) have permitted any part 
of their circuits to bo connected with earth, or placed any 
electric line above ground ; or 

(b) That any electric line or w^orks of the undertakers are 

defective, so as not to bo in accordance with the special 
Order or the Board of Trade regulations ; or 


(g') Manchester Carriage and Tramways Co., Lid, v. Sin'ntonand Pendlehiiry 
Urban Council, [1900] A. 0. 277, per Lord Macnaghten, at p. 279. 

(r) Edinburgh Street Tramways Co. v. Edinburgh Corporation , [1894] A. C. 4.56 ; 
London Street Tramways Co. v. London County Council, [1894] A. 0. 489 Com- 
pare Dudley Corporation v. Dudley etc. Elcctnc Traction Co. (1907), 97 L. T. 550, 


(s) See London, Depf/ord and Oreeiiwich Tramways Co. v. London County 
Council, [1905] 1 K. 13. 310, where it was held that what it would cost to widen 
certain naiTOw etroots in which a tramway was laid was not, for the purposes of 
the Tramways Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 78), s. 43, an element in the value of 
the tramways, though, at the date of the purchase of the tramway under that 
section, power to lay tramways in the stroots could not have been obtained 
except upon the terms that the promoters should boar the expense of widening 
the streets. 

(0 See North MetropoUian Tramtvays Co. ?. London County Council (1895), CO 
J. P. 23, C. A. 

(it) See pp. 636, 637, post. 

(v) Electric Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 34), ss. 6 (3), 1, 
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(c) That any work of the undertakers or their supidy of energy Sect. 17. 
is attended with danger to the public safety, or injuriously Remedy of 
affects any telegraphic line of the Postmaster-General, Defects, 

the Board may by order specify the matter complained of, and 
require the undertakers to abate or discontinue it within a lime 
specified in the order ; and if the undertakers make default in 
complying with the order they are liable in penalties. 

The Board may also by the same or another order forbid tlio 
use of any electric line or work as from a specified date until the 
order is complied with, or for a specified time, and the undertakers 
are liable in penalties in case of breach of the prohibition. 

In any case of non-compliance with any such order, whether a 
pecuniary penalty has been recovered or not, the Board, if in their 
opinion the public interest so requires, may revoke the special 
Order on such terms as they think just(?e). 

Sect. 18, — Revocation of Powers, 

1186. Certain cases in which the Board of Trade have power to Revocation oi 

revoke the special Order have been mentioned (x), special Oidct. 

The Board have also powers for the revocation of the special 
Order as to the whole or (with the consent of the undertakers) as 
to any part of the area of supply — 

(1) Where a local authority are not the undertakers, in cases of 
default on the undertakers’ part due to insolvency ; 

(2) Where a local authority are not the undertakers, in cases 
of its being impossible to carry on the undertaking with profit ; 
and 

(3) Where the local authority are the undertakers, in cases of 
default on the undertakers’ part independently of its cause (?/). 

And the Board have a general power to revoke the special Order 
with the consent of the undertakers, and, where the local authority 
are not the undertakers, with the consent of that authority (z), 

1187. Where the order is revoked notice of the revocation is, in Notice of 
certain cases, if the Board of Trade so direct, to be published, by > evocation, 
due advertisement in a local newspaper, by the undertakers, or, if 

the revocation was applied for by the local authority, by that 
authority (a). 

1188. If the Board of Trade, in any case wdiere the local authority 
are not the undertakers, revoke the special Order as to the whole or 
any part of the area of supply, provisions take effect of which the 
following is a summary : — 

The Board are to notify the undertakers and the local authority’, 
fixing a date at which the revocation is to take effect, and as from 
that date the powers etc. of the undertakers will cease (b). 

Within a limited time after the service of the notice the local Purchase by 

local 

authority on 

(iw) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 19), schedule, s. 69* revocation of 

(x) See ibid.f ss. 3, 4 (3), 5 (3), 23, 69, cited pp. 562, 567, 687, ante. Order* 

(y) Ibid., ss. 63—65. 

( 2 ) Ibid., 8. 66. 

(а) Ibid., B. 74. 

(б) Ibid ., 8. 67 (a). 
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authority may require the undertakers to sell them so much of the 
undertaking, or of the part of it in question, as is witbin their 
district, upon terms practically identical with those applicable to a 
sale under the Electric Lighting Act, 1888 (c). 

In the case of such a purchase, the undertaking, or the part of 
it purchased, vests in the local authority freed from debts etc. of 
the undertakers or attaching to the undertaking, and the revocation 
extends only to rights etc. of the undertakers ; and in other 
respects the special Order remains in force in the area in question 
in favour of the local authority. 

Failing such purchase, the local authority and any body or 
person liable to repair a street in which works of the undertakers 
have been placed are empowered (subject to any agreement provid- 
ing for tbeir removal by tbe undertakers) to remove tbe works, and 
to require payment from tbe undertakers of tbe cost of removal and 
of reinstatement of tbe street, to be determined if the undertakers 
duly BO require by arbitration. In default of payment tbe works 
removed may be sold to defray tbe expenses, tbe balance, if any, 
being payable to the undertakers. 

Any compensation due from tbe undertakers in respect of certain 
matters will bo a first charge on any money deposited or secured 
under the special Order in respect of tbe area in question, and not 
repaid or released ; tbe money will be applicable rateably for tbe 
purpose ; and tbe amount of compensation in respect of the various 
claims, and tbe persons to whom it is payable, will be determinable 
by arbitration (d). 

1189. Where the Board of Trade revoke tbe special Order in a case 
where the local authority are tbe undertakers, provisions apply as 
to the removal of works in streets, tbe payment of tbe expenses, 
and the sale of the works to satisfy those expenses, corresponding 
with and similar to those above mentioned with regard to other 
undertakings (e). 


Sect. 19 . — Accounts and Audit, 

1190. Tbe undertakers are required, under penalties, to fill up 
annually a statement of accounts of tbe undertaking, which is to be 
in such form, to contain such particulars, and to be published in 
such manner as may be prescribed by the Board of Trade ; and to 
keep copies on sale at a limited price. In tbe case of undertakers 
other than a local authority the accounts are to be made up to 
December 31st, and to be filled up on or before March 25th (/). 

(c) As to a sale under the Electric Lighting Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Viet. c. 12), 
0 ee p. 600, ante. The provisions of the Electric Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, 
c. 34), ss. G (3), 7, applicable in the case of a sale under the Act of 1888 appear 
to be ^plicable also in the case of a sale upon the revocation of the Order. 

(c?) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet, c, 19), schedule, 
B. 67. 

(e) Ihid.y 8. 68. 

(/) Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 66), b. 9. The Board o! 
Trade have not (1910) issued any general Order relative to such accounts ; but 
proscribe the form to be used for each undertaking separatoly. The Boai’d 
nave three model forms applicable respectively to undertakings of local 
authorities, other undertakings of ordinary character, and power underiakings. 
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But where a local authority are the undertakers March Slat and 
June 30th are substituted for those dates, subject to power for the 
Board to substitute other dates in special circumstances (y). 

1191 . Except where the undertakers are a local authority, tlie 
statement of accounts is to be audited, before publication, by an 
auditor appointed by the Board of Trade, whose remuneration and 
expenses, to the amount approved by the Board, are to be paid by 
the undertakers, and are recoverable from them summarily. The 
undertakers are to facilitate the audit by ^^iving access to books and 
in other respects. The Board may make regulations on various 
matters in regard to the audit. Any report made by the auditor, 
or such portion thereof as the Board direct, must be appended 
to the statement of accounts, and, for the purposes of publication 
etc. (/<), is to form part thereof (i). And the Board are from 
time to time to make a return to Parliament giving particulars 
with regard to such reports and any action taken thereon by the 
Board or the undertakers (j). 

Sect. 20 . — Inspectors ; Testing and Inspection. 

1192 . The local authority, where they are not the underiakers, 
and, where they are the undertakers, the Board of Trade, on due 
application, may appoint and keep appointed electric inspectors for 
the undertaking. Where the local authority appoint an inspector 
they may pay him reasonable remuneration, either in addition 
to or in substitution for fees. Where, the local authority being 
the undertakers, the appointment is made by the Board, the local 
authority must pay the inspector such reasonable remuneration, 
either in addition to or substitution for fees, as the Board deter- 
mine ; and where the remuneration is settled to be in substitution 
for fees, any fees payable by any party other than the undertakers 
are, instead of being paid to the inspector for his own use, pay- 
able to him on behalf of the undertakers and are to be carried 
to the credit of the local rate. The Board liave a power of 
appointing inspectors also where the local authority are not the 
undertakers, in case of failure on their pait to appoint an inspector 
or to attend properly to the inspection of electiic lines and \\oiks, 
or in case the local authority become the undertakers (k). 

1193 . The duties of such an inspector are — the inspection and 
testing, both periodically and in special cases, of the undertakers’ 
electric lines and works and the supply of energy given by them ; 
the certifying and examination of meters ; and such other duties 


(g) Electric Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw, 7, c. 34), s. 12. Before the Act of 
1909 the accounts of local authorities under the Electric Lighting Acts were 
frequently made up to March 31st under local Acts. 

{h) Under the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 56), s. 9 ; see 
note (/), p. 604, ante. 

(i) Electric Lighting (Glauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. o. 19), schedule, 

B. 6. 

( 7 ) Electric Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 34), s. 13. 
m Electric Lighting (Glauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet, a 19), schedule, 
Bs. 35, 37, 
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as may be required of him under the special Order or the Board o! 
Trade regulations. 

The local authority, with the approval of the Board, or the Board, 
if the inspector is appointed by them, may prescribe the manner in 
and times at which the inspector’s duties are to be performed, and 
the fees to be taken by him ; and those fees are to be accounted 
for and aj^plied as directed by the local authority or the Board, as 
the case may be (/). 

U94. The testing of the undertakers* mains is regulated in 
regard to the notice to bo given, the time and manner of the inspec- 
tion, the inspector's right of access to and interference with tlio 
mains, and the intervals at which a particular portion of a main 
may be tested. And the undertakers are relieved from responsi- 
bility for interruption in the supply of energy on occasions of 
testing (m). 

1195. Consumers are given certain rights to have apparatus on 
their premises tested and inspected by an electric inspector (/*). 

1196. Where the local authority are not the undertakers, the 
undertakers are required to establish and maintain testing stations 
in connection with their distributing mains, containing instruments 
of a^iproved pattern, and duly connected with the mains, and to 
supply energy thereto for testing. The local authority are given a 
voice with regard to the number of the stations ; and there are pro- 
visions for the detorniination of disputes on that and other subjects 
in regard to tho testing stations by arbitration. And where the 
local authority are tho undertakers similar obligations may be 
imposed on them by a court of summary jurisdiction on the applica- 
tion of a certain number of consumers (o). 

1197. Instruments are to be duly kept by the undertakers on 
premises from which they supply energy by distributing mains, and 
observations duly made and recorded ; and observations so recorded 
aro receivable in evidence (p). 

1198. Tlie undertakers are to keep the required instruments at 
testing stations and on their own premises in ellicient working order, 
and tho electric inspectors may examine and record tho readings 
of tlie instruments; and readings so recorded are receivable in 
evidence. Where the local authority arc not tho undertakers such 
examinations and readings must be made at such times and in such 
manner as may be directed by the authority by whom the inspector 
is appointed (q), 

1199. The electric inspectors are given rights of access for testing 
electric lines and instruments of the undertakers, and powers, if 
they are not in order, to require them to be put in order (r). 


(/) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & C3 Yict, c. 19), schedule, s. 36. 
{m) I hid., s. 39. 

(n) Ibid., s. 40. 
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1200. Tlie undertakers are entitled to be represented at the 
testings and inspections of mains, service lines, and instruments ; 
but their representative is not to interfere with the testing or 
inspection (s). 

1201. The undertakers are required, under penalties, to afford 
facilities for, and to comply with the special Order in regard 
to, inspection and testing and the reading and inspection of 
instruments (t). 

1202. The electric inspectors are to report the results of their 
testings and the reports are receivable in evidence. An appeal lies 
to the Board of Trade against such a report (a). 

1203. Save as otherwise provided by the special Order or by the 
Board of Trade regulations, all fees and reasonable expenses of an 
electric inspector are, unless agreed, to bo ascertained by a court of 
summary jurisdiction, or (where the inspector is appointed by them) 
by the Board of Trade, and are to be paid by the undertakers, and 
if a local authority are the undertakers, are recoverable summarily 
as a civil debt. 

'Where, ho^Yover, the report of an electric inspector, or the decision 
of the Board, shows that any consumer was guilty of any default 
or negligence, the fees and expenses are, on being ascertained as 
above mentioned, to be paid by the consumer as the court or the 
Board, by whom the fees are ascertained, having regard to the 
report or decision, direct, and are recoverable summarily as a civil 
debt. And in any proceedings for penalties under the special Order 
the foes and expenses of an electric inspector incuiied in connection 
with the proceedings are payable by the complainant or defendant, 
as the court direct (b). 

The expenses of the inspector thus payable are those specifically 
incurred in making tests and inspections, and do not include Ins 
salary or the general expenses of his laboratory and staff (c). 

Sect. 21. — Miscellaneous, 

Sub-Sect. 1. — I'cisomd Liahihttj of Memlcrs etc. of Local Authority, 

1204. The provisions of the Public Health Act, 1875 (d), as to 
the personal immunity of members, officers, and persons acting 
under the directions of a local authority are extended to the local 
authority acting as undertakers (c). 

Sub-Sect. 2 . — Maps and Sections, 

1205. The undertakers are required to cause a map of the area 
of supply, showing certain particulars and on a scale to bo 

(s) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (G2 & G3 Viet. c. 19), schedule, s. 45. 

(0 Jbid., s. 4C. 

(«) / hid., 8. 47. 

{b) Ibid., s. 48. 

(c) Crawford v. City of London Electric Lighting Vo, (ISOS) G7 L. J. (q. b.) 

942. 

(d) 38 & 39 Viet. c. 55, s. 2G5. See title Local Goverxmext. 

(c) Electric Lighting (Olauaes) let, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 19), schedule, s. 9. 
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Sect. 21. proscribed, to be published forthwith after the commencement of the 
Misceh supply, and to be corrected once in every year ; and the Board of 

laneous. Trade or the Postmaster-General may require the preparation of 

sections, on a scale to be prescribed, of certain of the undertakers* 
underground works. Bights of inspecting and copying the map 
and sections are given, and certain authorities are entitled to be 
supplied with copies, and to have those copies corrected from time to 
time. The fulfilment of these obligations is secured by penalties (/). 

Sub-Sect. S.—Noticea. 

1206 . Notices, orders, and other documents under the special 
Order may be in writing or print, or partly in writing and partly 
in print, and where requiring authentication by the local authority 
may be authenticated by the signature of their clerk or surveyor (^), 

1207 . Methods are provided in which the service of any notice, 
order, or document authorised to be served under the special Order 
or the principal Act may be effected in the cases respectively of 
service on the Board of Trade, the Postmaster-General, county 
councils, local authorities, the undertakers (not being the local 
authority), companies, and persons. 

A special method of service is authorised in the case of a notice, 
order, or document required or authorised by the special Order to 
be served on the owner or occupier of premises ; and where the 
service of such notice, order, or document is required or authorised 
by the schedule to the Act of 1899, a method is authorised of 
addressing it without naming the owner or occupier (h). The docu- 
ments that may be thus served, and apparently addressed, include 
summonses (i). There are special provisions as to the computation 
of time in connection with the service of notices and other 
documents under the special Order (jf). 


FormB and 
authentica- 
tion of docu* 
lucnts. 


Service of 
notices and 
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iiieuta.i 


(/) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1690 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 19), schedule, s. CO. 

( 7 ) Ibid.f 8 . 61. 

(h) Ihid.^ 8 . 62. There is, however, a slight difficulty as to the application of 
the section to the service of certain notices by the undertakers. The Gasworks 
(’lauses Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Vict. c. 41), s. 45, which is incorporated with the 
Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 56), by s. 12 of that Act, provides 
methods for the service of “ every notice which the undertakers are by this Act 
required to serve upon any person ” ; and these methods majr difFcr in some cases 
from those provided by s. 62 of the schedule to the Electric Lighting (Clauses) 
Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Vict. c. 19). AVhat moaning should bo attributed to the 
expression “ this Act” in s. 45 of the Act of 1871 as incorporated with the Act 
of 1882, seems doubtful. If it is confined to the incorporated clauses of the 
Act of 1871, the section as incorporated is inoperative. It might extend to the 
incorporated clauses of the Gasworks Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Vict. c. 15), 
seeing that the Act of 1871 is incorporated with that of 1847, though by a 
section (s. 1 ) not incorporated with the Act of 1882 (see Wdlingale v. Norris, 
[1909] 1 K. B. 67). And it might possibly include the provisions of the Act 
of 1882, and even those of the schedule to the Act of 1899. There is a similar 
difficulty about the expression in other incorporated sections of the Act of 1871. 

fi) See R. v. Mead, [1894] 2 Q. B. 124; and compare R. v. Mead, [1898] 
1 Q, B. 110 , which, however, apparently turned on words to which there is 
nothing to correspond in s. 62 of the schedule to the Electric Lighting (Clauses) 
Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Vict. c. 19). 

(y) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Vict. c. 19), schedule, 

a. 62 [i). 
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Sub-Seot. 4 . — PaUicathn of Board of Trade Beg illations, 

1208. The undertakers are required, under penalties, to cause 
the Board of Trade regulations applicable to the undertaking to 
bo printed, to keep a certilied copy thereof at their principal office 
within the area of supply, to supply copies at a limited price, and, 
if not themselves the local authority, to serve a copy on that 
authority (A:). 

Sub-Sect. 5. — Security. 

1209. Security requii ed under the special Order to be given to 
or by the undertakeis may be by deposit (subject to provisions for 
j)ayment of interest on the deposit) or otherwise, and of an amount 
agreed or, failing agreement, determined by a court of summary 
jurisdiction, and that court may deal with the costs of the proceedings, 
and its decision is final and binding on all parties (/). 

Sub-Sect. 6 . — Board of Trade Proceedings. 

1210. The Board of Trade may appoint any fit person to inquire 
anl report as to tlie manner and extent in and to which the pro- 
visions of the special Order and the principal Act, and of the Board 
of Trade regulations, so far as those provisions affect the safety 
of the public, have been complied with by the undertakers ; and 
a person so appointed, who is not an electric inspector, has, for the 
purposes of his appointment, all the poweis of an electric inspector 
under the special Order (in). 

The Board have also a general power of inquiry, by any person 
appointed by them in that behalf, for the purpose of the exercise of 
their j urisdiction under the spiocial Order (u). 

1211. Things required or authorised under the special Order to 
be done by, to, or before the Board of Trade may )?9 done by, to, 
or before the President or a secretary or assistant secretary of the 
Board. Documents purporting to be orders of the Board and to 
be authenticated in specified ways are, in the absence of proof to 
the contrary, to be received in evidence as such. And acts and 
orders of the Board may be conclusively proved by a certificate of 
the President (o). 

1212. Where the special Order provides for any consent or 
approval of the Board of Trade, the Board may give it subject to 
terms or conditions, or withhold it, at their discretion (p). 

All costs and expenses of or incident to any approval, consent, 
certificate, or order of the Board or of any inspector or person 
appointed by the Board, including the cost of any inq liry or tests 
for the purpose of determining whether the same should be 


! ^) Electric Lighting (Olausos) Act, 1899 (02 & 03 Viet. c. 19), a hoclule, 8. 70. 

1) IbnI., s. 71. 
m) Ibid.y 8. 38 (2). 

7i) Board of Trade Arbitrations, etc. Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet, t 40), s. 2, as 
made applicable by the Electric Lighting Act, 18S2 (15 & 46 Vict. c. 50), s. 28. 
See note (c), p. 610, post. 

(o) Electric Lighting (Olausos) Act, 1899 (02 & 03 Viot o. 19), schedule, s. 72. 
(p) Ibid., 73 (1). 
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given or made, to such an amount as the Board certify to be due, 
are to be borne and paid by the applicant therefor (t/). 

Where any approval is given by the Board to any plan, pattern, 
or specification, they may require copies thereof to be prepared and 
deposited at their office at the applicant’s expense, and may, as they 
think fit, revoke any approval so given, or permit the approval to be 
continued, subject to such modifications as they think necessary (/*). 

1213. Where the Board of Trade, upon the application of the 
undertakers, give any approval or grant any extension of time for 
the performance of any duties by the undertakers, notice thereof is, 
if the Board so direct, to bo published by the undertakers by due 
advertisement in a local newspaper (s) . 

1214. Undertakers other than the local authority must notify the 
local authority of any application to the Board of Trade for an 
extension of time for the performance of the undertakers* duties ; 
and opportunity is to be given to the local authority to make 
representations or objections with reference thereto (/). 

1215. Subject to tliG provisions of the special Order on the 
subject (a), the provisions of the Board of Trade Arbitrations, etc. 
Act, 1874 (h), with regard to the payment by parties to an application 
to the Board of Trade of expenses incurred by the Board upon such 
an application, apply with reference to applications under the special 
Order (c). 

Sub-Sect. 7 . — Recoienj of Penalties He. 

1216. Offences, forfeitures, penalties, and damages under the 
provisions of the Gasworks Clauses Acts, 1847 and 1871 bO, 
incori^orated with the Electric Lighting Acts may be prosecuted 
and recovered in the manner provided by the Gasworks Clauses 
Acts (0, that is to say, before justices, subject in certain respects to 
the provisions of the Bailways Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845 (/'), 
as to summary proceedings b;). 


(7) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1890 (02 & 03 Viet. c. 19), schedule, 
8. 73 (2). And see the Hoard of Trade Aihitr.itions, etc. Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Vict. 
0. 40), s. 3, as applied hy the Electric Lighting Act, 18S2 (13 & 40 Vict. c. 50), 
e. 28. See note (c), infra. 

(r) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (02 & 03 Vict. c. 19), schedule, s. 73. 

fa) Ibid.y s. 7l. 

h) Hid.. 8. 75. 

(a) See Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & G3 Vict. c. 19), schedule, 
B. 73 (2), cited note (7), supra. 

(b) 37 & 38 Vict. c. 40, ss. 3, 4. 

(c) Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (15 & 40 Vict. c. 50), s. 28, whereby a licence 
or Provisional Order granted under that Act is to be deemed a special Act 
within the meaning of the Hoard of Trade Arbitrations, etc. Act, 187 1 (37 & 38 
Vict. c. 40). 

(ci) 10 & 11 Vict. c. 15 ; 34 & 35 Vict. c. 41. See title Oas. 

(c) Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 56), s. 12. See note (/i.*), 
p. 573, ante. 

if) 8 & 9 Vict. c. 20. See title Railways and Canals. 

(7) The Gasworks Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Vict. c. 15), s. 40, incorporates 
“ the clauses of the Railways Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845 ” (8 & 9 Vict. c. 20) 
“ with respect to the recovery of damages not specially provided for, and 01 
penalties, and to the determination of any other matter reforrod to justices.' 
These clauses of the Act of 1845 are contained in ss. 140—161 of that Act, of 
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1217. Penalties, fees, expenses, and other moneys recoverable 
under the special Order, or under the Board of Trade regulations, 
the recovery of which is not otherwise specially provided for, are 
recoverable summarily in manner provided by the Summary 
Jurisdiction Acts (/a). 

A penalty recovered by an officer of the local authority, where they 
are not the undertakers, is, if there is an electric inspector for the 
time being appointed by the local authority, payable to that officer and 
by him to the local authority, to bo applied in aid of the local rate. 

A penalty recovered on prosecution by any other body or person, 
or any part thereof, may, if the court so direct, be paid to that body 
or person (i). 

1218. Enactments in the Gasworks Clauses Act, 1871 (.;), 
incorporated with the Electric Lighting Acts (/c), provide for 
the inclusion of several names or several sums in one summons or 
warrant, and for the comj)etence of justices and county court judges 
to act notwithstanding their liability to charges for electricity { 1 ). 
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which ss. 14G, 147, 151, 155, 101, and in part ss. 145, 150, 153 and 157, have 
boon repealed ns superseded by piovisions in the Summary Jurisdiction Acts or 
ns otherwise obsolete (Statute Law Revision Act, 1875 (38 & 30 Vict. c. 6G), s. 1, 
and schedule; Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1881 (47 & 48 Vict. c. 43), s. 4, and 
Bchcdiilo; Statute Law Revision Act, 1802 (55 & 5G Vict. c. 10), a. 1, and 
Bchedulo). Under the unrepealed soction.s (as to which foo title Magistuates), 
compensation for the doicrmiiiution and recovery of which no other piovisiou 13 
made is assessable, and, subject to the pi'ovisions of the Summary Jurisdiction 
Acts as to tho locovorvof civil debts (see Kast London Waterworks (h. v. (JJuuUs^ 
[1804] 2 Q. R. 730; R. v. Kerswt/ly [1805] 1 Q. B. 1), rccoveiahlo bofoio two 
.liisticcs, subject to an appeal to quaiter sessions ; and penalties arc rccovciuhlo 
before two justices, subject, again, to an appeal to quarter sessions. Tho Gas« 
woiks Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Vict. c. 15), s. 42, however, expicssly enables 
a magistrate having by law authoiity to act alone in lieu of two justices, so to 
act for the purposes of that Act. Tho unrepealed sections of tho Railways 
Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Vict. c. 20), fuitUer give a power of 
summary arrest in the case of unknown olfendors ; provide for tho publication 
of particulars of olfcncos and penalties as a condition of tho enforcement of 
penalties ; and impose penalties for injury to notices containing such pai ticulais. 
it is, however, very questionable whelher b}’’ any moans all of the piovisions of 
the Act of 1845 above mentioned can be reg.udei as dealing with tlic maiincrin 
which foifeitui’es, penalties, and damages aio to ho prosecuted and 1 ('covered, so 
as to bo applicable with reference to the pioMbions of tho Gaswoiks Clauses 
Acts iru'orporated with the Electiic Taghting Acts. R. 43 of llie Ga&w’oiks 
Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Vict. c. 15), renders piovisions of the Metiopolitau 
Police Courts Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Vict. c. 71), as to the recovery and ajiplicatioii 
of iienalties, appeals, and tho hiiiding over and expenses of witnesses, .aj)plicable 
to offences under the Act of 1847 committed within the metrojiolitaii police 
distiict. And s. 44 of tho same Act makes persons giving false evidence on 
proceedings under tho Act liable as for porjur 3 \ But it is not clo.ar how far, if 
at all, those sections can ho regarded as aiiphod in the case of offences against 
the provisions of tho Gaswoiks Clauses Acts which arc incorporated with tho 
Elocti’ic Lighting Acts. 

{h) See title Magisthates. 

(t) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1893 (62 &C3 Vict. c. 19), schedule, s. 76. 

(./) 34 & 35 Vict. c. 41, ss. 42, 4G. 

(/»') Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 56), s. 12. See note (k'), 
p. 573, a7ite. 

(/) S. 42 of the Gasworks Clauses Act, 1871 (31 & 35 Vict. c. 41), enacts 
that “ any summons or warrant issued for any of the purposes of this Act may 
contain, in tho body thereof, or in a schedule thereto, several names and several 
6um«.” And s. 46 of the same Act enacts that “no justice or judge of any 
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Sub-Sect. 8 , — Saving ClatiBea, 

1219. The Electric Lighting Act, 1882, contains a saving clause 
for rights of working mines and minerals under and near roads in 
which the undertakers* lines are laid (m), and an elaborate saving 
clause for the monopoly of the Postmaster- General in regard to 
telegraphic communication (n). 

1220. The schedule to the Electric Lighting Clauses Act, 1899, 
contains a saving clause for Crown rights generally, and, subject 
to a provision authorising the Board of Trade to consent on behalf 
of the Crown to interference therewith, for rights of the Crown in 
any shore, bod of the sea, river, channel, creek, bay, or estuary 
specially (o). 

1221. Nothing in the Electric Lighting Acis exempts the 
undertakers or their undertaking fj’om future general Acts relating 
to the supply of electricity; and nothing in the special Order 
exempts them or their undertaking from, or deprives them of the 
benefit of, future general Acts relating to electricity or to the supply 
of or the price to he charged for energy ( p). 

Sub-Sect. 9 . — Injury to Vnderlahers' Worlca, 

1222. It is a felonj’, punishable by penal servitude or imprison- 
ment with or without hard labour, unlawfully and maliciously to cut 
or injure any electric line or work with intent to cut off any supply 
of electricity, but the enactment making it a felony does not exempt 
a person from any proceeding for any offence punishable under 
any other enactment, or at common law, so that no person ho 
punished twice for the same offence (2), 

1223. Penalties, payable to the undertakers, are imposed on 
persons causing lines to communicate with those of the under- 
takers without their consent (r), fraudulently injuring meters (s*), 

county court or quarter sessions shall ho disqualilird from acting in the oxocu- 
tion of this Act hy reason of liis being liable to tlio payinoiit of any gas rent or 
other charge under this Act.” It is dillicult to soo what meaning should ho 
attributed to “this Act” for the purposes of the sections as incoi'poratod with 
the Kloctiic liighting Acts (see note (A), p. 008, anU). It is also not cloir 
wliother s. 4G of the Gasworks Clauses Act, 1847 (m & 11 Viet. c. 15), extends 
to justices out of sessions. 

im) Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 40 Viet. c. 06), s. 33 (soo p. 585, ante). 

(n) Ibid., 8. 35. As to tho Postinaster-Generars monopoly, see title 
TELEOKArirS A?iT) TELEPHONES. 

{(>) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1839 (02 & 03 Viet. c. 19), schedule, s 80. 

Ip) Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 40 Viet. c. 50), s. 34 ; Electric Lighting 
(Clauses) Act, 1899 (02 & d'J Vict. c. 19), schedule, s. 82. The object of such 
clauses is to prevent the maxim speriabbus non derogant (as to which 

Bee title Statutes) from appl> ing so as to take the undertakers out of tho 
operation of general Acts. Sqq Grand Junction Waterworks Co. v. Hampton Ui ban 
Council (1898), 67 L. J. (q. b.) 903. 

(7) Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 50), s. 22. The section is 
not m terms confined to electricity supplied under statutory powers (see note (e), 
p. 543, ante). 

(r) The purpose with which tho communication is made is immaterial ( Wood 
V. West Ham Gas Co. (1885), 49 J. P. 602). And even a right in tho person 
making the communication to a snpply from the undertakers will not necessarily 
afford him a defence (see Kyffvn v. Metropolitan Water Board (1908), 72 J. P. 517), 

(#) The reference in s. 18 of the Gasworks Clauses Act, 1647 (lO & 11 Vict. 
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nsing (in the case of a supply otherwise than by meter) burners of 
larger dimensions or for a longer time than has been contracted 
for, otherwise improperly using the electricity, or supplying others 
with any part of the electricity supplied by the undertakers ; and 
the undertakers are empowered to cut off the supply in cases of 
such offences (t). And penalties, payable to the undertakers 
together with the amount of the damage done, are imposed for wilful 
damage to electric lines and various other works of the undertakers, 
for wilfully extinguishing any of the public lamps or lights (a), or 
for wasting or improperly using any of the electricity supplied by 
the undertakers (S). 

1224. A person carelessly (c) or accidentally (d) breaking, throwing 
down, or damaging any electric line, pillar, or lamp belonging to 
the undertakers or under their control is liable to pay, by way of 
satisfaction to the undertakers for the damage done, such sum not 
exceeding £5 as the justices think reasonable (c). But the exist- 
ence of this liability does not deprive the undertakers of their 
common law remedies in damages in the case of a tortious injury 
to their works (/). 

1225. Penalties, payable to the undertakers together with the 
amount of damages sustained by them, are, without prejudice to 
other rights and liabilities, imposed on persons wilfully, fraudulently, 
or by culpable negligence injuring or suffering to be injured 
electric lines, meters, or fittings belonging to the undertakers, 
altering the index to a meter, preventing a meter from registering 


c. 1 ')), is to “ any such meter as aforesaid,” t e., apparently to meters supplied 
or let by the gas undertakers under e. 13 or s. 14 of that Act. Those sections 
(of which s. 14, being replaced by provisions in the Gasworks Clauses Act, 
1 871 (34 & 33 Viet. c. 41), is repealed, exce])t as icgards certain undertakers, by 
the Statute Law Pevibion Act, 1873 (38 & 39 Vict. c. G6)) are not incorporated 
with the Electric Lighting Acts ; but they may be refericd to for the purpose of 
interpreting s. 18 as so incorporated. See rortsmoidh Corporation v. Smith 
(1885), 10 App. Cas. 3G1, pir Lord Dlackburn, at p. 371. 

{t) Gasworks Clauses Act, 18-17 (10 & 11 Vict. c. 15), s. 18, as incorporated 
with the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 4G Vict. c. 5G), by s. 12 of that Act 
(see note (/c), p. 573, ante). 

(a) Meaning, no doubt, those lighted by means of electricity supplied by the 
nndoi takers. 

(5) Gasworks Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Vict, c. 15). s. 19, avS incorporated 
with the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 4G Vict. c. oG), by s. 12 of that Act 
(see note (/»:), p. 573, ante). 

{() “Carelessly” for tnis purpose includes carelessness short of negligence 
{Ashton V. Ecclca Corporation (1906), 71 J. P. 55). 

(tf) “Accidentally ” for this purpose includes cases of pure accident in which 
there is no element even of carelessness {Burgess v. Moiris (1897), G1 J. P. 553, 
approved in Ashton v. Eccles Corporation, sujra). 

(e) Gasworks Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Vict. c. 15), s. 20, ns incorporated 
with the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 &46 Vict. c. 5G), by s. 12 of that Act 
(see note (A:), p. 573, ante). In Harding v. Barher (1888), 63 J. P. 308, a 
similar enactment was held not to render a master liable for damage caused, 
without negligence, by his servant. The case is, however, difficult to under- 
stand. The absence of negligence seems to have been thought material ; yet 
Wills, J., expressed the opinion that the enactment applied to the person actually 
causing the damage only, and Field, J., seems to have decided the cMe on th# 
ground that the servant was not acting within the scope of his authcrity. 

, if) Crystal Palace Oas Co. v* Idris & Co. 1900\ 82 L. T. 200 
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correctly, or fraudulently abstracting, consuming, or using electricity 
of the undertakers. In the case of these offences the undertakers 
are authorised to discontinue the supply to the offender until the 
matter complained of has been remedied ; and the existence of 
artificial means for causing such alteration or prevention, or for 
abstracting, consuming, or using electricity of the undertakers, 
when the meter is under the custody or control of the consumer, is 
primd Jade evidence that the alteration, prevention, abstraction, or 
consumption has been fraudulently, knowingly, and ^Yilfully caused 
by the consumer using the meter (g), 

Sub-Sect. 10. — Stealing Electricity, 

1226. A person who maliciously or fraudulently abstracts, causes 
to be wasted or diverted, consumes or uses, any electricity is guilty 
of simple larceny and punishable accordingly (k). 

Sub-Sect. 11. — Property in Apparatus on Consumer^* Piemises, 

1227. Electric lines, fittings, apparatus, and appliances let by 
the undertakers on hire, or belonging to them, or (so long as the 
whole of the instalments have not been paid) disposed of by them on 
terms of payment by instalments, but being in or upon premises of 
which they are not in possession, are, whether or not fixed or 
fastened to the premises or the soil under the premises, to continue 
to be the property of, and to be removable by, the undertakers, pro- 
vided that such lines etc. are duly marked so as to indicate the 
undertakers as the actual owners (i ) . 

Sub-Sect. 12. — Entiy on Premises. 

1228. The undertakers have, through their officers, powers of 
entry on premises for purposes of inspecting apparatus, ascer- 
taining the quantity of electricity consumed or supplied, and, 
where a supply is no longer required, or the undertakers are 
authorised to cut off the supply, removing apparatus, subject to 
tlie repair of damage caused by the entry, inspection, or removal (j). 

(g) Gasworks Clauses Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Yict. c. 41), s. 38, as incorporated 
with the Electric Lighting Act, 18S2 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 56), by s. 12 of that Act. 
See note (A*), p. 573, ante. 

(h) Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 56), s. 23. The section is 
not in terms confined to electricity supplied under statutory powers ; see note (c), 
p. 543, ante. 

(i) Electric Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 31), s. 16. The section, besides 
containing the provisions of which the effect is stated in the text, extends and 
applies the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 r45 & 46 Vict. c. 56), ss. 24 and 2^ (cited 
in notes (y), infray and (A), p. 615, post)y to the lines etc. to which it refers, 
subject to the proviso with regard to their bein^j markjd so as to indicate the 
undertakers as the owners, and enacts that nothing in the section shall affect 
the amount of the assessment for rating of any premises upon which any 
electric lines etc. are or shall bo fixed. 

(y) The powers were originally given by the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 
(45 & 46 Vict. c. 66), s. 24, in regard to promises to which electricity is or has 
boon supplied by tlio undertakers, and tho powers of inspecting apparatus under 
that section applied to “the electric lines, meters, accumulators, fittings, 
works, and apparatus for the supply of electricity belonging to the under- 
takers.” But the powers of the section are extended by the Electric Lighting 
Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 34), •. 16 ; see note (♦), supra. 
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Sub-Sect. 13. — Distress and ExecuUon, Sect. 21. 

1229. Elecirio lines and other apparatus of the undertakers Miscel- 

placed in or upon premises not in their possession are protected lane^s* 

against distress or the landlord’s remedy for rent of the premises protccuonof 
where the same may be, and against being taken in execution «ndertakei-a’ 
under any process of a court of law or equity, or any bankruptcy aSainTt 
proceedings against the person in whose possession they may bo (k), arstress 

and cxecu- 

Sub-Sect. 14. — Notice of Accidents. tion. 

1230. The undertakers are required, under penalties, to send Notice of 
notice to the Board of Trade of any accident by explosion or fire, 

of such kind as to have or be likely to have caused loss of life or 
personal injury, which has occurred in or in connection with their 
works or circuits, and also of any loss of life or personal injury 
occasioned by any such accident. Such notice must be sent by the 
earliest practicable post after the accident, or, as the case may be, 
after the loss of life or personal injury becomes known to them. 

And the Board have powers for inquiring into the cause of an 
accident affecting jDublic safety occasioned by or in connection with 
the undertakers’ works {1). 

Sub-Sect. 15. — Arhitration. 

1231. Any matter which is by the Electric Lighting Acts or Arl»iimti..u 
the special Order determinable by arbitration must, except as 
otherwise expressly provided, be determined by an engineer or Lighting Acta 
other fit person to bo nominated as arbitrator by the Board of or special 
Trade on the application of either party, and the expenses of the 
arbitrator are to be borne and paid as the arbitrator directs (?a)* 

Where, however, the difference arises under the special Order 
and a railway or canal company are a party, the Board, instead of 
appointing an arbitrator, may refer the difference to the Bail way 
and Canal Commissioners (n). 

Sub-Sect. 1G. — Stamp Duti/ on Atjreimenls for Supply of Ele< tricity. 

1232. Electric energy is to be deemed to be goods, wares, or fetamp duty 
nKjrchandise for the purposes of the exemptions (o) of contracts for 

(/i*) Tho ])rotcction was originally given by the Electric Ligbting Act, 1882 
(45 & 46 Viet. c. 56), s. 25, to any electiic lines, inotcis, accuirinlators, littiugs, ^ 
works, or apparatus belonging to tho nndeitikcis, and placed in or upon any 
premises not in their possession for tho pmposos of tho supply of olectiicity 
undor the Act of 1882 or any licence. Order, or special Act, but is extended 
by tlie Electric Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 31), s. 16; see note (/) on 
p. 614, ante, and, generally, titles Distress, Vol. XI., p. Ill; Execuiion; 

Lankruptoy and Insolvency, Vol. II., p. 140. 

(/) Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 19), schedule, s. 38. 

Accidents in connection with electric works arc in many cases notiiiahlo to tho 
factory inspector of the district under tho Notice of Accidents Act, 1906 
(6 Edw. 7, c. 53), s. 4. And such accidents are in some cases notifiable to the 
hoard of Trade under the Notice of Accidents Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 28), 
which, however, does not apply to accidents notifiahlo to tho Board under any 
other Act {ibid., s. 6). As to tho Notice of Accidents Acts, see titles Eactories 
AND Shops ; Master and Servant. 

(m) Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 56), s. 28. 

{n) Board of Trade Arbitrations, otc. Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 40), ss. 6, 7 ; 
applied hy tho Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 56), s. 28. 

(o) In the Stamp Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 39), b. 59, and schedule, suh 
voce “ Agroemont.’* 
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Sect. 21. the sale of goods, wares, or merchandise from the stamp duties 
Miscel* chargeable on contracts for the sale of property, and of agreements 
laneous. for or relating to the sale of goods, wares, or merchandise from the 
sixpenny stamp duty on agreements under hand ( p). But agree- 
ments for the supply of electricity by undertakers may be liable to 
stamp duty under other heads ( 5 ). 


Part VI. — Metropolitan Undertakings. 

Application 1233. The provisions of the Electric Lighting Act, 1888(/‘), as to 
of Electric the purchase of electrical undertakings by local authorities havo 
in’ Londo^^^ fundamentally modified in their application to the majority of 
the metropolitan undertakings (s). But in other respects the 
Electric Lighting Acts, 1882 to 1909 (t), apply in London 
substantially as they apply elsewhere (n). And, except in one or 
two cases where the undertaking was originally authorised by 
special Act, the metropolitan undertakings, of which some are 
carried on by metropolitan borough councils ( 0 ) and the remainder 
by companies (ir), were originally authorised by Provisional Orders 
granted under those Acts. Many special Acts (x) have, however, 


(p) Electric Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Ed w. 7, c. 34), s. 19. The section is not 
in tenris confined to energy supplied by anthoiisod undertakers. See note (</), 
p. 643, ante. In County of Durham KUctrical Power Distribution Co. v. Inland 
Pevenue Commissioners^ [1909] 2 K. B. 604, 0. /i., it was doubted whether a 
contract for the supply of electricity related to the sale of “ goods, waies, or 
merchaudise.’* See title Contract, Vol. YII., p. 638. 

(7) See County of Durham Electrical Power Distribution Co. v. Inland Revenue 
Commissioners, supra, where an Agreement by the company to supply a consumer 
with electricity for six years at a fixed charge per quarter (reducible in cert.'iin 
events, but not below a certain minimum) plus Id. a unit was held chrirgoablo 
with stamp duty as a security for sums of money at stated periods. See also 
British Electric Traction Co. y. Inland Revenue Commissioners, [1902] 1 K. 13. 441, 
0. A., and title Kevenue. 

M 61 & 62 Viet. c. 12, ss, 2, 3. 

(«) By the London Electric Supply Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 0 . clx;iL). So© 
pp. 624—626, vost. 

if) 45 & 46 Viet. c. 66 ; 61 & 62 Viet. c. 12 ; 9 Edw. 7, c. 34. 

(m) Except as regards the local authorities and their local rates and borrowing 
powers, as to which see pp. 648, 662 — 664, ante, theElectiic Lighting Acts, 1882 
to 1909, do not distinguish between the metropolis and the rest of the country. 

(v) The metropolitan borough councils are local authorities for the purposes 
of the Electric Lighting Acts (see p. 648, ante)\ and in some cases Provisional 
Orders have been granted to them as such. In most cases, however, their 
undertakings are carried on by them as successors, under the London Government 
Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 14), of the vestries and district boards to whom the 
Orders authorising the undei takings were granted. As to the transfer of 
powers, duties, and property effected by that Act generally, see title 
Metropolis. 

{w) In many cases one company carries on more than one undertaking. For 
a list of the companies with their special Acts, see note {i\ p. 618, post. 

(ac) The following metropolitan borough councils nave special Acts 
Hackney (6 Edw. 7, c. exoi.) ; St. Marylebone (4 Edw. 7, c. xli.) ; Sfc. Pancras (6 
Edw. 7, c. cxcv.); Stoke Newington (3 Edw. 7, c. vii.); and Woolwich 
(3 Edw. 7, c. clxxvii. ; 6 Edw. 7, c. clxi.); see p. 618, 
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been passed relating to particular metropolitan undertakings ; and 
there is important legislation applicable to metropolitan undertakings 
generally (y). 

1234. The metropolitan Provisional Orders that have been granted 
do not differ, in point of substance, from provincial Orders in any 
very fundamental respect (a). 

1235. In consequence of changes of boundary effected by and 
under the London Government Act, 1899 (Z>), the areas of supply 
of many of the metropolitan borough councils, who, under that Act, 
succeeded district boards and vestries as undertakers under the 
Electric Lighting Acts, were not in the first instance coterminous 
with their boroughs. And similarly the areas of supply of many 
undertakings in the hands of companies which had before the Act 
of 1899 been coterminous with local areas were not in the first 
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instance coterminous with metrojiolitan boroughs. 

These anomalies have in many cases been abolished by adjust- 
ments effected partly directly by the London Electric Lighting 
Areas Act, 1904 (c), and partly by agreements for transfers of 
areas under that Act (d). 

Where, however, a metropolitan borough council continue to have Brcnling t 

BtreeU. 


(y) Particulaily the London Electric Supply Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. clxvii.), 
and the London (Westiniubtcr and Kensington) Eloctiic Su])ply Companies Act, 
1008 (8 Edw. 7, c. clxviii.). See ])p 018 d saj., post. 

(a) The schedule to the Elcctiic Ligliting (Clauses) Act, 1800 (02 & 63 Vict. 
c. 10), is not iiicorpoi atod with any metropolitan Erovibional Order (see p. 6‘i-l, 
ante). The metropolitan Orders are consequently all, ii respective of date, of the 
typo of the pioviiicial Orders gi anted before that Act. Each Order, unless 
merely an amending or extending Order, is self-contained, comprising provisiims 
substantially equivalent to those in the schedule to that Act as well as such j)ro. 
visions as have biiice been inserted in Provisional Oideis. The more impoitant 
points of substance in which the metropolitan Oiders differ from the pro- 
vincial Oidors are the following: — Tho London Council, to the exclusion ot tlie 
local nuthoiity, aro given poweia, in the case of undertakings of local authoiiln a 
as well as others, as to electric inspectois and Iho testing of the underlakci-.’ 
mains etc. similar to those of tho local authority under tho EIcctiic laghting 
(Clauses) Act, 1890 (62 & 63 Vict. c. 10), schedule, ss. 3o — 37, 41, 43, 47 ; and 
under these powers general rules sealed by the council on March 281 h, and 
afliimed by tno Board of Tiado on Juno 17th, 1808, have been issued. Tho 
liondon County Council are given a voice in other matters which in the pio- 
vinccs are entirely for the local authority, the Board of Trade, and tho Post- 
master- General, or one or more of them ; and there are provisions for tho pio- 
tection of works and propertv of the council. The provisions coi responding 
with s. 18 of the schedule to tlie Act of 1800 require longer notice than that 
section. There are provisions with regard to the placing of the undeitakeis’ 
works in street subways where such exist (see also me London County Council 
Subways Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Vict. c. ccii.), and the extending enactments, as to 
which see title IIianwAYS, Stkeets and Bridges). _ The obligations on the 
undertakers to lay distributing mains under the provisions corresponding with 
6S. 24 and 25 of the schedule to the Act of 1899 arise on the lequisilion of two or 
more owners or occupiers ; and it is enough for the requibitioners to contract for 
or guarantee the taking of a supply of electricity for two years. And the pro- 
visions as to the application of penalties differ from those in the provincial Ordcif . 
{h) 62 & 63 Vict. c. 14. See title Metropolis. 

(c) 4 Edw. 7, c. 13, ss. 1, 2 ; and see ibid., ss. 3, 5, 6, 8 — 13. 

(cZ) Ibidf 8.4, and see ibid., ss. 5, 6, 8 — 13. Agreeinenta under tho Act 
may be made for tho lighting of boundary streets ; s. 4 (1, b). 



618 


Electric Liairrma and Power. 


Part VI. 
Metro- 
politan 
Under- 
takings. 


Metropolitan 
Ictrislation of 

1908. 


London 
Electric 
Supply Act, 
1908. 

“London 
electric 
supply com- 
panies ; ” 

“ specified 
companies.’* 


power to supply electricity or to break up streets in an area outside 
their borough, the council of the borough comprising the outside 
area are in the same position with regard to the former council 
as if that council were supplying electricity in the area under a 
Provisional Order with which the schedule to the Electric Lighting 
(Clauses) Act, 1899 (e), was incoriiorated (/), 

1236. Important provisions with regard to metropolitan under- 
takings are contained in the London Electric Supply Act, 1908, and 
the London (Westminster and Kensington) Electric Supply 
Companies Act, 1908 (g). 

The former of these Acts -divides the companies with powers for 
the supply of electricity within the administrative county of London 
(with the exception of the North Metropolitan Electric Power Supply 
Company (//), to which the Act does not extend) into the two 
categories of “ London electric supply companies,” and specified 
companies” (/). 

And, though it contains important enactments on other subjects, 
its main purposes were, first, to enable the companies and local 
authorities carrying on the metropolitan undertakings to act in 
concert in certain respects (k), and, secondly, to empower the 

(e) G2 & 63 Viet. c. 19. 

( f) London Electric Lighting Areas Act, 1904 (4 Edw. 7, c. 13), s. 7. The 
section appears to bo extoudod, mutatis mutandis^ to the case of an alteration of 
the boundary of the administrative county of Loudon by ibid., s. 10. 

{g) 8 Edw. 7, cc. clxvii., clxviii. Tho Acts both received the royal assent on 
December 21st, 1908. 

(/i) This company has powers for the supply of electricity, though only to 
authorised undertakers, in Stoke Newington, which is within their area of 
supply (soo 5 Edw. 7, c clxxvi., and 63 & 64 Viet. c. cclxxvi., ss. 4, 7, 11); 
and has also certain powers for tho supply of authoxisod users outside their area 
of supply which are available elsewhere in the metropolis. Sco further pp. 627, 
63 1 , •post. 

(t) London Electric Sujiply Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. clxvii.), s. 2, Sched. I. 
Tho Act uses tho expressions “ a supply company ” and “ a specified company “ 
respectively to designate companies in tho two categories individually. 

The London Electric Supply Oompanies, with thoir respeclivo special Acts (if 
any) are : the Brompton and Kensington Electricity Supply Co., Ltd. ; the 
Charing Cros.s, West End, and City Electricity Sujiply Co., litd. (63 & 64 Viet, 
c. ccxxvii.) ; the Chelsea Elcctiicity Supply C<>., Lid. (61 & 62 Viet. c. ccxxxiii. ; 
6 Edw. 7, c. xvi.) ; tho City of London Electric Lighting Co , Ltd. (o6& 67 Viet, 
c. Ixxxv. ; 63 & 64 Viet. c. Ixxxviii.) ; tho County of London Elcctiic Supply 
Co., Ltd. (5 Edw. 7, c. clxxiv.) ; the London I'llectiic Supply Corporation, Ltd. ; 
tho Metropolitan Electric Supply Co., Ltd. (52 & 63 Vict. c. exevi. ; 61 & 62 Viet, 
c. ccxxxv. ; 1 Edw. 7, c. ccxxviii. ; 6 Edw. 7, cc. cxlvi., cc. ; 6 Edw. 7, c. cciv.) ; 
the South London Electric Supply Corporation, Ltd., ; and tho South Metio- 
politan Electric Light and Power Co., Ltd. (3 Edw. 7, c. clxv.). 

The specified companies with their respective special Acts (if anv) are : tho 
Kensington and Knightsbridgo Electric Lighting Co., Ltd. (56 & 57 Vict. c. xxv. ; 
62 & 63 Vict. c. Ixxxiii.), tho Netting Hill Electric lighting Co., Ltd. (62 & 63 
V:ct c. Ixxxiii. ; 1 Edw. 7, c. Ixxviii.) ; the St. James’s and Pall Mall Electric 
Lighting Co., Ltd. (62 & 63 Vict. c. xciv.) ; tho Westminster Electric Sup])ly 
Corporation, Ltd. ; and the Central Electric Supply Co., TAd. (62 & 63 Vict 
c. Ixxxviii. ; 6 Edw. 7, c. clxxxv.). 

The London electric supply companies and the specified companies are all 
companies registered under the Companies Acts, not companies directly 
constituted by statute. 

(A:) See the preamble to the London Electric Supply Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
t. clxvii.), referring to provisions corresponding with those in the Electiio 
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London County Council, in substitution for the local authorities (D, 
to purchase, ultimately, the undertakings of the London electric 
supply companies, though not those of the specified companies. 

The London (Westminster and Kensington) Electric Supply 
Companies Act, 1908 (w), consists in the main of sections (confined 
entirely to the specified companies) corresponding closely to, and 
in many cases substantially identical in language with, the sections 
of the London Electric Supply Act, 1908 (n), which arc concerned 
with matters other than the purchase of the undertakings of the 
London electric supply companies (o). 

1237. The London Electric Supply Act, 1908, defines “authorised 
undertakers ” as meaning London electric supply companies and 
local authorities as defined by the Electric Lighting Act, 1882, for 
the time being authorised by or under a Provisional Order or Orders 
to supply electrical energy within the administrative county of 
London; and each of such authorised undertakers is referred to 
in the Act as an authorised undertaker (p). 

If, however, the specified companies or any of them exercise any 
powers under the provisions or for the purposes of the Act they are 
in respect of the exercise of those powers subject to the provisions 
of the Act which authorised undertakers would be liable in the 
exercise of similar powers, and for that purpose the expression 
“authorised undertakers’’ in the Act means and includes such 
specified companies or company (q). 

The Act defines “ electric main ” as meaning a wire or wires, 
conductor or other means, used for the purpose of convoying or 
transmitting electrical energy, and as including any casing, coating, 
covering, tube, pipe, trough, or insulator inclosing, surrounding, or 
supporting the same or any part thereof, or any ajiparatus con- 
nected therewith for the purpose of conveying or transmitting 
electrical energy (; ). 

1238. The autliorised undertakers and the specified companies, 
or any two or more of them, are empowered, AMth the approval of 
the Board of Trade, to enter into and carry into efiect agreements 
for mutual assistance or for association ^^ith each other in regard 
to the giving and tahing of a supj>ly of electrical energy and the 
distribution and supply of energy so taken; the management and 
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Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (G2 & 63 Yict. c. 19), schedule s. 3, as ha^ing 
impeded concerted action. 

{1) The local authorities had powers of purchase under the Electric Lighting 
Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 12), s. 2 (see p. GOO, auie), and in some cabos 
alternative powers under special clauses in Provisional Oiders. 

(m) 8 Edw. 7, c. clxviii. 

(?i) 8 Edw. 7, c. clxvii. 

(o) The expressions “ the companies” and “a company” in tho London 
(Westminsior and Kensington) Electric Supply Companies Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
c. clxviii.; see s. 2), have the same meaning as “ epccilied comjiaiiies ” and 
“a specified company” in tho London Electric Supply Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
c. clxvii. ; see s. 2). In some cases the provisions of tho two Acts aie 
complementary ; in othois they cover, pro iauto^ tho same ground. 

( p) London Electric Supidy Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. clxvii.), s. 2. 

(7) I hid., 8. 3. 

(r) 1 bid, e. 2. Thci 0 is an identical definition in tho London (V^'csiininstcr and 
Kensington) Electric Supply Companies Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. clxviii.), s. 2. 
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working of the generating stations or of any part or parts of the 
several undertakings of the contracting parties ; the appropriation 
and division of receipts arising under, and the provision of capital 
required for carrying into effect, such agreements ; and any matters 
or things incidental to or connected with these purposes. These 
powers are, however, subject to a saving for the obligations and 
liabilities towards third parties of the undertakers and companies 
entering into the agreement. 

Particulars of proposals for such an agreement submitted to the 
Board of Trade are to be furnished to the London County Council, 
and the Board are to entertain representations of that council on the 
matter before approving the agreement (s). 

1239. For the purpose of carrying into effect agreements under 
the Acts of 1908, for the giving and taking of a supply of electrical 
energy, authorised undertakers and specilied companies are given 
powers for laying electric mains for connecting the generating 
stations and areas of supply of the contracting parties. And they 
are individually empowered to lay mains to connect different areas 
vhich they are allowed to supply, or to connect any such area with 
their generating station (t). 

Such a connecting main must not be used for supplying electricity 
except within an area of supply of the authorised undertaker or 
specified company to whom it belongs or to an authorised under- 
taker or specified company under an agreement made in accordance 
with the Act under which the main is laid (a). 


[$) London Electric Supply Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. clxvii.), s. 3, applying to 
both authorised undertakers and specified companies ; London (Westminster 
and Kensington) Electric Supply Companies Act, 11)08 (8 Edw. 7, c. clxviii.), 
B. 3, applying to tho specified companies. Powers for concerted tiction are also 
enjoyed in particular instances by metropolitan undertakers under special Acts. 
Thus the 62 & 63 Viet. c. Ixxxiii. gives tho Kensington and Netting Hill 
companies powers of acting in concert with each other not dissimilar from those 
con fen od by the Acts of 1908. Seo also 62 & 63 Viet. c. Ixxxvni. ; 63 & 64 Vict. 
c, ccxxvii., s, 18 ; 3 Edw. 7, cc. vii., clxv., s. 10 (1) ; 4 Edw. 7, c. xli., s. 34; 5 
Edw. 7, cc. clxi., s. 19; cc. (as to which see further, p. G26, post}^ authorising a 
supply in bulk as between particular metropolitan undci takers. See also the 
Electiic Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 34), s. 4, and pp. 557, 658, ante. 

(t) London Electric Supx>ly Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. clxvii.), ss. 4, 15 ; London 
(Westminster and Kensington) Electric Snpjdy Coiniianies Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
c. clxviii.), ss. 4, 13. The existing Acts and Orders of the com]>aTiy or under- 
takers are apjilicd to tho connecting mains as regaids streets within their area 
of supply, and a large part of tho schedule to the Electric Lighting (Clauses) 
Act, 1899 (02 & 63 Vict. c. 19), with some modifications, is applied os regards 
streets not within that area ; and provision is made as to the route in which 
tho lino is to he laid. Many of the metropolitan special Acts provide for the 
laying of mains by undertakers beyond their area of supply, both where 
concerted action or supply in bulk between different undertakers is authorised 
and for connecting with their area of supply a generating station of tho under- 
takers situated outside that area (seo 61 & 62 Vict. c. ccxxxv. ; 62 & 63 Vict. 
CO. Ixxxiii., Ixxxviii. ; 63 & 64 ATct. c. ccxxvii. ; 1 Edw. 7, c. ccxxviii. ; 3 
Edw. 7, 0 . clxv. ; 6 Edw. 7, cc. clxxxv., co.). Seo also the Electric Lighting 
Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 34), s. 3, and p. 558, ante. In Cit)/nf London Oorporaiion 
V. County of London Electric Snppt If (b., Lid. (1910), 26 T. L. It. 432, it was 
held that the company were empowered under s. 4 of the London Electric 
Supply Act, 1907 (8 Edw. 7, c, clxvii.), to break up streets outside their area. 

London Electric Supply Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. clxvii.), s. 4 (6) ; London 
(Westminster and Kensington) Supply Companies Act, 1908 (8 Edw, 7, c. clxviii.), 
■. 4 (5), 
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1240 . Where an electric main has to be laid in the area of supply 
of one local authority with powers for the supply of electricity, for 
carrying into effect an agreement under the London Electric Supply 
Act, 1908, between other local authorities, the latter, if they decline 
to furnish the former with a supply of electricity by agreement 
upon terms not less favourable than are given to any other local 
authority under the agreement for the purposes of which the main 
is laid, may be required by the Board of Trade to furnish the supply 
upon such terms and conditions as the Board may determine (h). 

1241 . Authorised undertakers giving or receiving a supply of 
energy under an agreement entered into under the London Electric 
Supply Act, 1908 (c), are placed under the obligation, subject to 
certain conditions, of supplying energy for power pui poses (defined 
as including all purposes to which electrical energy may be applied 
other than for use either directly or indirectly for lighting) at a 
price not exceeding d£G 15s. per kilowatt per annum of the maximum 
power required to be supplied, and ^d. a unit for all energy supplied. 
The supply so given is, if the authorised undertaker so require, to 
bo measured by a separate meter or other apparatus, and the 
consumer is subjected to penalties and, in addition, to liability to pay 
the price charged for energy for lighting if ho uses the energy for 
lighting (d). And specified companies giving or receiving a supply 
of energy under an agreement entered into under the London 
(Westminster and Kensington) Electric Supply Companies Act, 
1908, are placed under precisely similar obligations (c). 

1242 . Subject to certain conditions and exceptions, authorised 
undertakers and specified companies are empowered to supply 
electricity for haulage or traction, and for lighting vehicles or boats 
drawn or propelled by such haulage or traction, to any company, 
local authority or other body owning or working any railway (but 
only if the raih^ay company are authorised by statute or statu- 
tory Order to work the raih^ay by electrical power), tramway, 
dock, canal, navigation, waterworks, or other similar undertaking, 
situate witliin or partly within their area of supply, and notwith- 
standing that the energy is to be used for such purposes in part 
outside the area (/). 

1243 . Both authorised undertakers and specified companies are 
prohibited from erecting, or taking a supply of energy from, any 


(1)) London Electric Supply Act, 190S (8 Edw. 7, c. clxvii.), s. G. 

(c) 8 Edw. 7. c. clxvii., s. 3. 

hi) Ibid., s. 7. There is no exception for an ancillary use of the energy for 
lighting such as is usual in the power Acts (see p. G31, post). 

{e) liondon (Westminster and Kensington) Eloctrio Supply Companies Act, 
1908 (8 Edw'. 7, c. clxviii.), s. G. 

(/) London Electric Supply Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. clxvii.), s. 8; London 
(Westminster and KensingtonJ Electric Supply Companies Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
c. clxviii.), 8. 9. The London Hydraulic Power Co. are to be deemed a company 
owning waterworks for the purposes of the latter section {ibid., s. 9 (4) ). 

Certain of the special Acts also confer powers of supply for haulage purposes 
on particular undertakers (see 3 Edw. 7, c. clxv., s. 10 (2) ; 6 Edw. 7, c. clxxiv., 
B. 21 ; c. cc. B. 27. See also the Electric Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 34), 
s. 6, and pp. 5$7, 695, ante. 
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generating station without the approval of the Commissioners of 
AVorks, unless the site for the station is specified in an Act or stalu- 
tory Order ; but these prohibitions do not apply to sub-stations for 
the transformation and distribution of electric energy, nor to any 
station in existence on December 21st, 1908, which is not extended 
beyond the limits of the site occupied by the buildings of the station 
at that date(/ 7 ), nor to sites occupied by certain specified stations 
then in existence (//)• And there is nothing to except authorised 
undertakers or specified companies from the general restrictions of 
the Electric Lighting Act, 1909 (0, on the erection of generating 
stations on sites acquired after ^farch 31st, 1909. 

With a view to the jirotection of the royal palaces, parka 
and gardens, museums and other public buildings, and their con- 
tents, power is given to the Commissioners of AVorks, without 
prejudice to any other remedy, to proceed against authorised 
undertakers or specilied companies by indictment, action, or other 
proceeding for nuisance caused or permitted by them at their 
generating stations if the nuisance is caused by non-consumption 
of smoke, the reasonably preventable evolution of oxides of sulphur, 
the use of a refuse destructor, or the emission of oil or other matter 
in conjunction with steam (/c). 


(ff) Tho station of the AVestminster company at Hoiscferry Hoad is to be 
deemed to have beco in oxistenco at tbo date in question (London T AVestminster 
and Kensington) Elcctiic Supply Companies Act, 1008(8 Edw. 7, c. clxviii.), s. 17). 

(7/) London Electric Supply Act, 1008 (8 Edw. 7, c. clxvii ), s. 10; London 
(Wefatininstcr and Kensington) Electric Snjqdy Companies Act, 1008 (8 Edw. 7, 
c. clxviii.), 8, 17. Similar piobibitions ajipiicablo to ])aiiicular undertakers 
are contained in 4 Edw. 7, c. xli., s. 13 ; 5 Edw. 7. c. clxxiv., s. 11 ; c. clxxxv., 
6. 12 ; c. cc , s. 31 ; 6 Edw. 7, c. cxci., s. o ; c. cxcv., s. G ; c. cciv., s. 13. 

Many of tbe undertakers have been autlioribcd by special Act to provide 
generating stations on specified laud. In mot>t cases tbo otnpowering enactmonts 
are silout as to tbo responsibility of tlio undcitakeis for iiuisanco (G1 & G2 
Vict. cc. ccxxxiii., ccxxxv. (but see 0 Edw. 7, c. cciv., s. IG); G2 & G3 Viet, 
cc. Ixxxviii., xciv. ; G3 & 64 Vict. cc. Ixxxviii., ccxxvii. ; o Edw. 7, cc. clxi., 
clxxiv.), and must doubtless be taken to authoii.se any inovitablo nuisance in- 
volved in tbe use of tho station notwithstanding clauses (corresponding with the 
Electiic Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (G2 & G3 Vict. c. 10), schedule, s. 81), in the 
Oidcrs authorising tho undei takings for tho j)ui]>o&o of which the generating 
station is piovided, piesorving the undcitakeis’ liability for nuisance. One of 
the Acts, nowover, expressly declaies a clause of tho kind inap])liciiblo to the 
authoiised generating station (4 Edw. 7, c. xli.). And some of tho Acts declare 
a clause of the kind inapplicable except in tho case of a nuisance duo to non- 
consumption of smoke, evolution of oxides of sulphur, use of any refuse 
destiuctor, or emission of oil or other matter in conjunction with stoain (G 
Edw. 7, c. cxci., s. 3 ; c. cxcv., s. 2 ; and see 6 Edw. 7, c. cciv., s. 16). Ono of the 
Acts, on the other hand, contains a clause of tho kind applicable with reference 
to certain lands only (5 Edw. 7, c. clxxxv.); and another (^62 & G3 Vict. 
c. Ixxxiii., 8. 12, seems intended to apply clauses of the kind contained in 
ccitain Provisional Ordeis. 

Powers for the compulsory acquisition of land for generating stations may 
now boconfen’od on metropolitan as well as other uiidei takers by Provisional 
Older under tho Electiic Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 34), s. 1, and p. 557, 
ante. 

(i) 9 Edw. 7, c. 34, s. 2. See p. 670, aiite, 

(A) London Electric Supply Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. clxvii.), s. 18; London 
(AVestminster and Kensington) Electiic Supply Companies Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
c. clxviii.), s. 1C. The London Electric Supply Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. clxvii.), 
6. 17 ; and tho London (AVestminster and Kensington) Electric Supply Companies 
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Subject to certain conditions, generating stations situate at a 
greater distance than two miles from St. Paul’s Cathedral are Metro- 
exempt from the restrictions imposed on the cubical extent of politan 
buildings in London (/). Under- 

In some cases the dischnrge of condensing water from the under- t aking s, 
takers’ works into {' 0 \\ers of the London County Council, or drains Exemptions 
or sewers communicating therewith, is restricted (m), from building 


12U. The right to demand or to continue to receive a supply of Discharge of 
electricity from an authorised undertaker or specified company is, condcnsTng 
in the case of piomises which have also either electrical energy 
produced on the premises, or a supply from any other source. Premises with 
restricted by provisions similar to those of the Electric Lighting sc^p^ate^^^ 
Act, 1909 to the benefit of which the undert iker or company supply, 
are also entitled, as to premises having a separate supply (o). 

1245 . Expenses of a local authority as an authorised undertaker i^-xpcnscs anl 
under the London Electric Supply Act, 1908, are to be deemed 
expenses under the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 {j>), and the local 
undertaker’s Provisional Order or Orders, and the provisions of authoritice. 
the Act of 1882 as to expenses of and borrowing by local 
authorities (q) apply accordingly; and rcceijits of a local authority 

in respect of a supply of electricity supplied by them under the 
Act of 1908 aro to be deomod rocciiits in respoct of the undor- 
:aking authoiisod by their Provisional Order or Ordeis (/•). 

1246 . Both tho Acts of 1908 contain clauses for the protection rrofecUve 
of the Metropolitan Water Board (s)>of the Commissioners of Works savmg 

clauses. 


Act, lOOS (8 E(1\7. 7, c. clxviii.), s. 15, from thohattcrof which the station of tho 
Wostiiiinster company at IIor.scfony lload is cxccplcd, contain provisions 
npi)li cable to thoauthoiiscd undoitakcis andtho .spcciho I compunios respectively, 
identical (except for provisions as to thopioccduio in cn.<?o of an aibitiation) with 
tho pro\isions of tho Klectiic Lighting Act, IPOD (0 Edw. 7, c. 51), s. 22, and 
pp. 505, o(A], mite), giving tho (\)inmissioiiers powers for the inspection of 
genoiating s'aticms (*tc. And tho (\)minissioiiois have sitiiilar powers as regaids 
tho stations of paiticular iindertakeis under G Edw. 7, c. cxci., s. 4; c. exey., 
s« 5 * c. cciv, 8. 17. 

(/) London County Council (General Powers) Act, lOO.S (8 Edw. 7, c evii), 
s. 17, re])laciiig (sco thnl., ss. 15, Kl), ss. 75, 70 of tho TiOiidon Ibiihbng Act, 
ISPl (57 & 58 Vict. c. ccMii ). ^fany of tlio special Acts contain exjiress 
piovisions as to the ap])bcation of tho London Ihiilding Acts or tlio coi lospondiiig 
( ailior legi^latlon to the undcitakois’ buildings (50 & 57 Vict. c. Ixxxv., s. 5 ; 
01 I't 02 Vict. c. ccxxxiii., 8. 7 ; 02 05 Vict c. Ixxxin., ss. 17, 18 ; c. xciv., 
B. 15; 1 Edw. 7, c. Ixxvni., s. 0; 4 Edw. 7, c. xli., s. 5 ; 5 Edw. 7, c. clxi., 
8. 7 ; c. clxxiv., s. 18 ; c. clxxxv., s. 9). 

(m) 4 Edw. 7, c. xli., s. 10 ; 5 Edw. 7, c. clxi , s. 8 ; c. clxxiv , s. 19 ; c. clxxxv., 
B. 10 ; 0 Edw. 7, c. cxcv., s. 5. 

(m) 0 Edw. 7 c. 34, a. 15. See p. 590. mifc. 

(o) London Electric Supply Act, lt508 (8 Kdw'. 7, c clxvii.), s. 10; London 
(Westminster and Kensington) Elcctiic Sujijdy Couipanios Act, 1908(^8 Edw. 7, 
c. clxviii.), 8. 8. Similar jnovisions aio made as legaids p.iiticnlar undoi takings 
by 5 ICdw. 7, c. clxv., s. 9 ; 4 Edw. 7, c. xli., s. 18; 5 Edw. 7, c. clxi., s. 20; 
c. clxxiv., 8. 22; G Edw. 7, c. cxci., s. 8. 

(p) 45 & 40 Vict. c. 56. 

(7) Jhiil., 8S. 7, 8. Soo pp. 552 — 551, ante. 

W Loudon Electn’c Supply Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. clxvii.), s. 5. 

(a) London Electric Supply Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. clxvii.), s. 13 ; London 
(Westminster and Kensington) Electric Supply Companies Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
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in regard to streets etc. under their control (0, and of the Royal 
Observatory at Greenwich (//). 

Ihe London Electric Supply Act, 1908, contains also clauses for 
the protection of railw’ay companies (a ) ; tlie Inner and Middle 
Temples {h) ; certain commissioners of sewers, and the West Kent 
Sewerage Board (c) ; gas companies (d) ; the Commissioners or 
Works in regard to Longford River (c); and the Duchy of 
Cornwall (/). And the London (Westminster and Kensington) 
Electric Supply Companies Act, 1908, contains also a clause foi 
the protection of Crown riglits (g), 

1247. All metropolitan borough councils authorised to supply 
electricity are empowered, subject to certain conditions, to under- 
take the wiring and fitting, and supplying with wires, fittings, 
meters, and apparatus, of the premises of their consumers or pro- 
spective consumers (but not the manufacture of such fittings and 
apparatus), and to borrow for the purpose {h), 

1248. Subject to some minor exceptions, every powder to purchase 
any undertaking or any part of any undertaking of a supply com- 
pany which w’ould otherwise have been exercisable by a local 
authority (i) in any part of the administrative county of London 

c. clxviii.), 8. 14. Clauses for the protection of the Board applicable in particular 
cases are contained in 5 Edw. 7, c. cxlvi., s. 3 ; 0 Edw. 7, c. cciy., s. 7. 

(/) London Electric Supply Act, l‘J08 (8 Edw. 7, c. clxvii.), s. 20 ; Loudon 
(Wcbtiriiiistor and Kensington) Electric Supply Companies Act, 1908(8 Edw. 7, 
c. clxviii.), s. 18. Similar clauses applicable m particular cases are coutaiuod iu 
6 Edw. 7, c. clxxiv., s. 24; clxxxv., ss. 13, 14; cc., b. 30; 6 Edw. 7, c. cciv., 
8. lo. 

(«) London Electric Supply Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. clxvii.), s. 22; London 
(Westminster and Kenaington) Electric Companies Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
c. clxviii.), 8. 19. Tho sections differ. Tho former is eluboiate and very 
Btringeiit, extending to a certain extent to consumera as well as autlioiised 
undeitiikeis. 

(a) London Electric Supply Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. clxvii.), ss. 9, 10. S. 9 
relates to expenses incuiTed by any railway company by reason of tho existonco 
of electric mums laid by any authoi isod undertaker under the Act. S. 10 relates 
to a particular cable subway. 

(M Jdid., s. 11. 

fc) //>»(?., s. 12. 

(d) Ibid.y 8. 14, enabling gas companies to execute works themselves at the 
cobt of an authorised undertaker which it would otherwise bo for such 
iindoi taker to execute under the Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 
Vict. c. 19), schedule, s. 18. 

t e) London Electric Supply Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. clxvii.), s. 21, 

/) lUd., 8. 31. 

g) 8 Edw. 7, c. clxviii., s. 20. 

h) London County Council (General Powers) Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. cl.), 
ss. 27 — 29. Special powers of the kind are also given to particular councils by 
3 Edw. 7, c. clxxvii., s. 3; 4 Edw. 7, c. xli., s. 20; and 6 Edw. 7, c cxci., 
6. 6. Those special powers are in each case coupled with provisions for the 
protection of fittings lot on hire by the council from distiess or execution ; and 
a similar protection is given to fittings let on hire by the South Metropolitan 
company (3 Edw. 7, c. clxv., s. 7). And now all Metropolitan as well as other 
undertakers are entitled to the benefit of the similar general provisions of the 
Electric Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 34), s. 16 ; see note (k), p. 615, ante. 

(«) The local authorities had power of purchase under the Electric Lighting 
Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Yict. c. 12), a. 2 (see p. 600, ante)f end, in some coses also 
wider special provisions in the Order authorising the undertaking. 
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was transferred to the London County Council by the London 
Electric Supply Act, 1908 ; and, subject to certrin conditions, theso 
powers are exercisable by that Council accordingly, and the Council 
may purchase all the undertakings or parts of undertakings in the 
county of all the London electric supply companies not purchase- 
able by a local authority (/c). 

Subject to an exception in regard to part of the undertaking of 
the Metropolitan company (0, the County Council must give not 
less than three years’ notice of their intention to exercise the power 
of purchase, and must not give such notice, nor purchase the under- 
taking of any supply company, unless they at the same time give 
notice of their intention to purchase and do purchase all the 
undertakings or parts of undertakings of all the London electric 
supply companies to which the power of purchase extends (m). 

The undertakings of the several London electric supply com- 
panies within the county, including all lands, buildings, works, 
materials, and plant provided or constructed under the pow’ers of 
the Act, are, if purchased by the Council, to be paid for on the 
terms specified in s. 2 of the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (;?)> 
subject, however, if notice is given for purchase in 1931, to excep- 
tions as to certain undertakings of the Charing Cross and City 
companies (o). 

The date at which the Council may proceed to purchase the 
undertakings of the London electric supply companies in pur- 
suance of due notice is August 26th, 1931 (p) ; and if the Council 
do not serve notice for purchase at that date they may upon due 
notice purchase at the expiration of any subsequent period of ten 
years (q). 

The enactments above referred to are, however, subject to 
savings for certain powers of purchase and other pow’ers vested in 
the Corporation of the City and in the Camberwell and Lambeth 
Borough Councils in relation to certain undertakings (r). 

Again, the County Council are under no obligation to purchase 
so much of the undertaking of the Metropolitan company in the 
county as is not purchaseable by a local authority, except such lands, 
buildings, works, materials and plant as shall have been provided 
or constructed by that company under the London Electric Supply 
Act, 1908 ; but the Council may purchase the part of the under- 
taking in question, if they think fit, on such terms, if not agreed 


(A;) London Electric Supply Act, 190S (8 Edw. 7, c, clxvii.)f s 23(1); and 
SCO ibid,^ 8 . 23 ( 6 ), providing that thoundei-takings (except undortakings or paits 
of undertakings used wholly for the supply of oloctricity outside the administra- 
tive county of London) of the London electric supply companies shall cease to be 
purchasoable otherwise than in accordance with the provisions of the section. 

1 1) See ib%d,f B. 23 (5), and p. 026, post, 
m) lUd., 8. 23(1), ( 2 ). 

n) 61 & 62 Viet. c. 12 , s. 2 ; see pp. 600 — 603, ante, 

o) I^ondon Electric Supply Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. clxvii.), s. 23 (3). 

The date is forty-two years after that of the passing of the Acts confinning 
the Provisional Orders of 1889, and had been fixed as tho date for purchase by 
the local authority in subsequent Provisional Orders. The only unrevokod Order 
of earlier date is the Chelsea Order of 188^. 

( 3 ) Ihid.^ s. 23 ( 6 ). 
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upon, as an arbitrator may think reasonable (s). And the pro- 
hibition against the exercise of the Council’s power to purchase the 
undertaking of a supply company unless they exercise that power 
as regards all the companies, does not apply to that part of the 
Metropolitan company’s undertaking (t), 

1249. As from the date when the County Council give notice to 
purchase the undertaking of a supply company that company will 
become subject to restrictions as to raising their charges (a) ; and as 
from the same date the Council will be under certain obligations 
as to advancing money to the company to meet proper capital 
expenditure (6). 

1250. The County Council are enabled to raise capital for the pur- 
pose of a purchase or loan under the Act of 1908 and for defraying 
capital expenditure on a purchased undertaking (c) ; and are 
authorised and enabled to discharge the purchase-money for any 
undertaking partly in stock (d). 

Expenses of the Council in connection with a purchased under- 
taking are to be defrayed as payments for general county purposes (<?). 

1251. The powers of the local authorities for the purchase of the 
undertakings of the specified companies are not transferred to the 
County Council. But certain provisions are made as to the exercise of 
those powers in relation to works executed under the London (West- 
minster and Kensington) Electric Supply Companies’ Act, 1908 ( / ). 
It is, however, expected that the purchasing power of the County 
Council will be extended to the undertakings of the specified 
companies (</). 


( 5 ) London Electric Supply Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. clxvii.), 8. 23 (1). The 
exception refers mainly, if not exclusively, to tho part of the Metropolitan 
company’s undertaking carried on under their Acts of lUOo and 190G (d Edw. 7, 
c. CO. ; G Edw. 7, c. cciv.). These Acts give the company powers closely 
resembling those of the power companies referred to pp. 627 — 63d, post, for tho 
supply of electricity in bulk and for power in a large oxtra-motropcditan area, 
ns well as in bulk to certain metropolitan undertakers ; and tho provisions of the 
Electric Lighting Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 12), ss. 2, 3, as to purchaso by tho 
local authority do not apply to tho works authorised or powers conferr^ by 
the Acts (sco d Edw. 7, c. cc., s. 3 ; G Edw. 7, c. cciv., s. 3). 

(t) London Electiic Supply Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. clxvii), e. 23 (2). 

(a) Jhid,j s. 21. 

(5; Ibid., s. 26. 
ic) Ibid., 8. 27. 
ftt) i bid., 8. 25. 

(e) Ibid., s. 27. 

If) 8 Edw. 7, c. cLxyiii., ss. 5, 7. 

( 5 ') The specified companies are prohibited from opposing, except for limited 
puiposes, any Bill introduced into Parliament by the Board of Trade or tho 
London County Council for the purpose; see London (Westminster and 
Kensington) Electric Supply Companies Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. clxviii.), s. 12. 
Such a Bill was introduced as a public BiU by the President of tho B »ard of 
Trade in tho session of 1909, but, for want 01 time, was not proceodod with. 
The specified companies are also prohibited (ibid., s. 11) from opposing, 
except for limited puiposes, a Bill introduced by tho Board of Trade, or the 
London Countj^ Council, or the metropolitan borough councils for confemng 
on Buck councils powers of mutual assistance resembling those confcirod by 
the Act on tho specified companies. 
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Part VII. — Special Legislation. 

Sect. 1. — Power Acts. 

1252. Acts liave latterly been passed in some number authorising 
companies, usually spoken of as po\Yer companies, to establish and 
carry on electrical undertakings of ^vhich the main features are the 
generation of electricity on a large scale and its supply over a large 
area, not (at least as a main purpose of the undertaking) to 
ordinary consumers for lighting purposes, but in bulk to authorities 
and companies carrying on electrical undertakings of the usual 
type, and usually also to bodies and persons who require a supply of 
electricity for power. 

Of the nature of the main provisions usually contained in Acts 
of this class, which are generally spoken of as “ power Acts,” the 
following summary will give a general idea (//). 

1253. The Act establishing the undertaking is declared (i) or 
assumed (/c) to be a special Act (Z) within the meaning of the 


(h) The companies with undertakings in England and Wales generally spoken 
of as the power companies with their respective Acts, are (1900) : — 

The County of Durham Electric Power Supply Co. (G3 & G1 Viet. c. ccxxxi. ; 
6 Edw. 7, c. clxxxii. ; 9 Edw. 7, c. xxxvi.); the Lancashire Elcctiic Power Co. 
(G3 & 61 Viet. c. ccxxxv.; 4 Edw. 7, c. liv. ; 6 Edw. 7, c. exeix.) ; tho Noith 
Metropolitan Electric Power Supply Co. (63 & 64 Viet. c. cclxxvi. ; 2 Edw. 7, 
c. clvi. ; 3 Edw. 7, c. cclxiii. ; 5 Edw. 7, c. clxxvi. ; 7 Edw. 7, c. xcviii. ; 9 Edw. 
7, c. xii.) ; fhe South Wales Electrical Power Distribution Co. (63 & 64 Viet, 
c. cclxx.xii. ; 2 Edw. 7, c. cxviii. ; 5 Edw. 7, c xlix. ; 6 Edw. 7, c. cxcvii. ; 8 
Edw. 7, c. Ixxi.) ; tho Cleveland and Durham County Electric Power Co. (I 
Edw. 7, c. CIV. ; 3 Edw. 7, c. xxv.) ; the Yorkshire Electric Power Co. (I JCdw. 
7, c. cxvi.); tho Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Electric I’ower Co. (1 Edw. 
7, c. exxi. ; 2 Edw. 7, c. xvii. ; 4 Edw. 7, c. Ixxvii. ; 6 Edw. 7, c. cxlvii.) ; tho 
Newcastlo-npon-Tyno Electric Supply Co., Ltd. (2 Edw. 7, c. xxi. ; 3 Edw. 7, 
c. clxxiv. ; 6 Edw. 7, c. clviii.) ; the Cornwall Electric I’owor Co. (2 Edw. 7, 
c. xxxiv.); the Gloiiccsteishiro Electric Power Co. (2 Edw. 7, c. Iv.); tho Kiuit 
Eloctiic Power Co. (2 Edw. 7, c. cxxvii. ; 6 Edw. 7, c. clxv. ; and see 9 Edw. 7, 
c. Ixxviii.) ; tho Leicestershire and Warwickshire Electric Power Co. (2 Edw. 7, 
c. cxxxi. ; 4 Edw. 7, c. Ixxiii.) ; tho Somerset and Distiict Electric Toiler 
Co. (3 Edw. 7, c. ccxiv.) ; tho Shropshire, AVorccsIcrsliiio and Staffordshiio 
Electric Power Co. (3 Edw. 7, c. ccxxxvii. ; 5 I’Mw. 7, c. clx. ; 6 Edw. 7, 
c. clxxxv.); tho Northwestern Electricity and Power- Gas Co. (3 Edw. 7, 
c. ccxxxviii. ; 4 Edw. 7, c. cix.) ; the North Wales Power and Traction Co., 
Ltd. (4 Edw. 7, c. ccxiii.) ; tho Cumberland Electricity and Power-Gas Co, 
(6 Edw. 7, c. xcii.). Tho powers of the Carmarthen shi i e Electric Power Co. 
(established by the 3 Edw. 7, c. ccx.) were transferred to tho South Wales 
company by tho 5 Edw. 7, c. xlix., and tho Carmarthenshire company was 
dissolved. As to tho present position of the undertaking, see 8 Edw. 7, c. Ixxi., 
preamble and s. 15. 

There are, however, other companies with powers to a greater or less extent 
of a similar character to those of tho companies above named, particularly the 
Metropolitan Elcctiic Supply Co., Ltd. (seo note (s), on p. 626, ante), and the 
West Cumberland Electric Tramways Co. (sco 1 Edw. 7, c. ccli. ; 3 Edw. 7, 
0 . cviii. ; 5 Edw. 7, c. viii.). 

ft) See, e.g.f 63 & 64 Viet. c. ccxxxv., s. 2 ; 6 Edw. 7, c. xcii., s. 2. 

(k) See, e.</., 63 & 64 Viet, c. cclxxvi. : 3 Edw. 7, c. ccxxxviii. 

(/) An express declaration that a power Act is to bo deemed such a special Act 
is unnecessary. 
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Electric Lighting Acts, and of the Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 
1899 (wi), and the schedule to the Act of 1899, with extensive 
specified exceptions, is incorporated (n). 

The undertaking is, however, always excepted from the provisions 
of the Act of 1888 (a), with regard to purchase by the local 
authority {b), or, in one or two instances, from the whole of that 
Act (c). 

1254. Definitions, specially important in connection with the 
clauses by w^hich the powers of the company for the supply of 
electricity are restricted (d), of the following expressions among 
others occur in the Acts : — 

The expression “authorised distributors,*' or “authorised dis- 
tributor ** is used in the Acts of all the companies and is almost 
always defined as meaning in effect an authority, company, or 
person with powers under a Provisional Order or special Act (or in 
some cases under a licence. Order, or special Act) for the supply 
of electricity within the company’s area of supply (e). 

The expression “ lighting authority ” is used in many of the Acts, 
being defined as any authority authorised by statute to undertake or 
contract for the lighting of streets, bridges, or public places within 
the company’s area of supply (/ ). 

The expression “ authorised undertakers” is used in many of the 
Acts ; but is variously defined. It always includes authorised 
distributors and, whether under that name or not, lighting autho- 
rities (y) ; and frequently includes other bodies in addition (4). 

1255. In general the Act establishing the undertaking incorporates 
the company and contains provisions of the type usual in the case of 


(m) 02 & 03 Yict. c. 19. 

(n) The provisions of the schedule usually excluded arc: s. 2 (or 2 (2), the 
exclusion of the remainder of the section being only a matter of form), ss. 3, 5, 
7, 21 — 29, 30 (as regards a suppl}'’ to uuthorisod distributors, or, in some cases, 
as regards a supply in bulk), ss. 31— 37, 41, 48, 75, 78, and sometimes, as a 
matter of foim, ss. 83 and 84, which relate to Scotland and Ireland. The above 
provisions are excluded in all cases, except that the 63 & 64 Viet. c. ccxxxv., 
does not exclude ss. 75 and 78. Other provisions occasionally excluded are 
BS. 4, 6, 8, 9, 30 (entirely), ss. 40, 42—44, 49, 58, CO— 68, 69 (3), 77 (but only 
where the excluding Act contains an equivalent), and s. 81. 

Special provisions as to the applicability of the schedule are made by the New- 
castle company’s Acts; see 3 Edw. 7, c. clxxiv., s. 20; 6 Edw. 7, c. clviii., s. 4. 

(a) 61 & 62 Viet. c. 12, ss. 2, 3. 

f5) See, e.g.y 03 & 64 Viet. c. ccxxxv., s. 2 ; 6 Edw. 7, c. exeix., s. 2. 

(c) See, e.y., 7 Edw. 7, c. xcviii., s. 4. And see 6 Edw. 7, c. clviii., 8. 4, the 
provisions of which excluding the Act of 1888 are of special character. 

(d) See p. 630, post, 

(e) See, e.y., 63 & 64 Viet. c. ccxxxi., s. 4; 4 Edw. 7, c. ccxiii., s. 4. The 
expression was not used in the Lancashire company’s original Act (63 & 64 
Viet. c. ccxxxv.), but is used in the amending Act of 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. exeix.). 
The 6 Edw. 7, c. xcii., s. 6, confines the expression to authorities etc. acting 
under Provisional Order. 

(/) See, e,g,f 63 & 64 Viet. c. ccxxxi., s. 4 ; 6 Edw. 7, c. exeix., s. 4. 

(y) See, e.y., 1 Edw. 7, c. cxvi., s. 4 ; 6 Edw. 7, c. exeix., s. 4. 

(h) See, c.y., 63 & 64 Viet. o. ccxxxi., s. 4, where the expression is defined as 
including, besides authorised distributors and lighting authorities, all bodies, 
putting it shortly, with statutory powers for the use of electricity within the 
company’s area of supply, and 3 Edw. 7, c. ccxxxvii., s. 4. 
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statutory companies established for ^wusi-public purposes with regard 
to its finances, management, and proceedings (i). But in two 
instances authority for carrying on a power undertaking has been 
given to an existing company registered under the Companies 
Acts (A:). 

1266. The Act establishing the undertaking almost always con- 
tains a clause or clauses stating, in general terms, the powers of the 
company for carrying it on {1). 

1257. The company are almost always given powers for the com- 
pulsory acquisition of specified lands (m) ; and they have always 
powers for the acquisition of land by agreement (?i). The Lands 
Clauses Acts apply with reference to the acquisition of land by the 
company (o) ; and the company’s Acts almost always contain 
ancillary provisions as to the acquisition of land. 

1258. The company are almost always expressly authorised to 
erect and work a generating station on the land which they are 
authorised to acquire compulsorily (p), or on a specified part of it (q ) ; 


h’) Soe titlo CoMrANir^^, Yol. Y. 

h) Sco 2 Edw. 7, 0 . xxi. ; 4 Edw. 7, c. eexiii. 

(/) Soo, e.g.t G‘i & GA Yict. c. ccxxxi., s. 7, extended by 6 Edw. 7, c. clxxxii., 
s. G ; G3 & 64 Yict. c. cclxxxii., 83 . 6, 9 ; 3 Edw. 7, c. ccxiv., s. 7 ; 6 Edw. 7, 
c. xcii., 8 . 8. The clauses m question, wbicli diJffer considerably from one 
anotlier, are of the same general chai actor as s. 10 of the Electric Lighting Act, 
1882 {Ao & 4G Yict. c. 5G), as to which, see p. 6G1, ante. 
fm) See, e^.y 63 & 64 S'ict. c. ccxxxi., s. 34; 7 Edw. 7, c. xcviii., s. 29. 

(w) A general power to acquire lands by agreement for the purposes of the 
undei taking is usually given by the general clause defining the company’s 
powers (see, e g.y 63 & 64 Viet. c. ccxxxi., s. 7 ; 6 Edw. 7, c. clxxxii,, s. 6) ; 
and the company have in any case general power to acquire land by agree- 
ment under the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 66), s. 10. 
Many of the Acts, however, expressly authorise the company to acquire land 
by agreement (in addition to any land the}" are authorised to acquire com- 
pulsorily) to an amount not exceeding a specified limit (see, e.g.y 63 & 64 Yict. 
c. ccxxxi., 8. 39; 6 Edw. 7, c. xcii., s. i4) ; and in such cases the company could 
not apparently acquire land in excess of that limit under their more genoial 
powers. A specific power to acquire additional land by agreement is generally 
coupled with an express provision preserving the lialdlity of the company m 
case of nuisance from works on such lands, though where s. 81 of the schedule to 
the Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Yict. c. 19), applies to tho 
undertaking, such a provision seems superfluous. 

(o) In some cases the Lands Clauses Acts are incorporated in their entirety 
with the company’s Acts (see, e.g.^ 63 & 64 Yict. c. ccxxxi., s. 2 ; 7 Edw. 7, 
c. xcviii., s. 2). In other cases the provisions of the Acts with respect to the 
purchase and taking of lands otherwise than by agreement, and with respect to 
the entry upon lands by the promoters, aie alone incorporated (soe, e.g.y 63 & 64 
Yict. c. ccxxxv., 8 . 3; 4 Edw. 7, c. ccxiii., s. 3), but in such cases the other 
provisions of the Lands Clauses Acts apply with reference to the acquisition of 
land by the company by virtue of their incorporation with the Electric lighting 
Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 56, s. 12) ; and it is doubtless in view of this circum- 
stance that the restricted form of incorporation has been adopted. Tho 2 Edw. 7 , 
c. xxi., which gives no compulso:^ powers for the acquisition of land, does not 
incorporate any provisions of the Lands Clauses Acts, Wt leaves the availability 
of the Acts to depend entirely upon the Act of 1882. See, generally, title 
Compulsory PuRcnASE of Land etc., Vol. YI., p. 1. 

( p) See, e.g.y 63 & 64 Yict. c. ccxxxi., s. 34 ; 3 Edw. 7, c. ccxiv., s. 30. 

{g) Soo, e.g.y 63 & 64 Yict. c. ccxxxv., s. 30; 2 Edw. 7, c. cxxxi,, s. 30. 
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and that generating station is generally, though not always, 
excepted from the provisions of the schedule to the Electric Lighting 
(Clauses) Act, 1899 (?*)> preserving the undertakers* liability for 
nuisance («). The erection of a generation station on other lands is 
frequently in efTect prohibited by being declared unauthorised (t) ; 
but in several cases enactments to this effect have been repealed, 
and authority for the erection of generating stations on lands 
acquired by agreement has been given (a). 

1259. The company have in the main the usual powers of under- 
takers under the Electric Lighting Acts for the execution ‘of works in 
streets etc. (6). But the restrictions on overhead lines (c) are 
usually relaxed (d), as also are those (e) on interference with railways 
and tramways (/) ; and on the other hand th6 local authorities 
are given a certain control over the route in which the company’s 
linos are to he laid (g), and the company are subject as regards 
their works to more or less numerous and stringent protective 
clauses (h), 

1260. The powers of tho company for the supply of electricity 
are always subject to restrictive clauses, which constitute tho key- 
note of the legislation, and which, while differing materially in 
different cases, are usually of the following character (i ) : — 

The company may supply only authorised undertakers and 


(r) G2 & G3 Viet. c. 10, schcdulo, s. 81. 

(s) See, e.g., 1 Edw. 7, c. cxvi , s. 3 ; 7 Edw. 7, c. xcviii., s. 4. 2 Edw. 7, 

c. xxi., does not incorporate s. Si of the schediilo at all, but, while authorising 
the erection of gcnorutiiig stations on land acquired by agreement, specially 
preserves tho liability of tho company for nuisanco caused on lands used for 
generating stations [ibid, , s. 7). The G Edw. 7, c. c1.kv., b. 33, renders generating 
stations which had, by 2 Edw. 7, c. cxxvii., s. 3, been excepted from s. 81, 
Bubj('ct to the section in tho event of nuisances duo to certain causes. Compaie 
tho metropolitan legislation referred to pp. GIG — G2G, ante, 

it) See, e.g.f G3 & 64 Viet c. ccxxxi., s. 30 ; 1 Edw. 7, c. cxvi., s. 30. 

(a) Sco, c.< 7 ., 4 Edw. 7, c. liv., s, 2, repealing a previous proliibition ; 5 Edw. 7, 
c. xlix., s. 0, giving power for the erection of a generating station where 
there had been no previous prohibition. Express power to erect a generating 
station on additional lands is generally given subject to a clause picscrving tht 
company’s liability for nuisanco, though, except whore s. 81 of the schedule tc 
the Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (G2 & 63 Viet. c. 19), docs not ajjply 
such a clause seems superfluous. 

{h) Tho provisions of the schedule to the Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act 
1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 19), as to woiks ss. 11 — 20), are among tho provision 
of that schedule always incorporated with tho company’s Acts. 

(c) Under the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 4G Viet. c. 5G), s. 14, and th 
Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 19), schedule, s. 10 (b). 

{d) For the usual clause in this behalf, see, c.y., 4 Edw. 7, c. ccxiii. s. 18 
6 Edw. 7, c. xcii., s. 20. For clauses of special character, see 6 Etlw. *1 
c. cxlvii., s. 22 ; c. clxv., s. 22. 

(tf) Under the Electiic Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 5G), s. 13, and th 
Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (G2 & 63 Viet. c. 19), schedule, s. 12. 

(/) See, €.g,t 63 & 64 Vict. c. ccxxxv., s. 5 ; 6 Edw. 7, o, clxxxii., s. 4. 

{g) See, c.^r., 63 & 64 Yict. c. ccxxxi., s. 15, amended and extended by 6 Edw. ' 
e. clxxxii., B. 7. 

(7i) See p. 635, posf. 

(t) The Lancashire company’s original Act (63 & 64 Vict. o. ccxxxv.) is n< 
drafted on tho usual lines ; but, particularly in view of the amending 6 Edw. 
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persons requiring a supply for power (/c), or sometimes only Sect i. 
authorised distributors and persons requiring a supply of Power Acts, 
power (Q. — 

They must not supply energy for lighting except to authorised 
undertakers or authorised distributors, as the case may be (m), 
except that a limited user for lighting of energy supplied for power 
is permitted (n). 

The company are prohibited, subject usually to very important 
exceptions (o), from supplying energy in any area forming at the 
date of the company’s Act part of the area of supply of authorised 
distributors without the consent of those distributors. Usually, 
however, such consent must not bo unreasonably withheld, and the 
company may appeal, on the question of reasonableness, to the 
Board of Trade if it is withheld; and usually the withholding of 
the consent is to bo deemed unreasonable unless the distributors 

c. exeix., tho position of tho company does not in suLbtanco differ in character 
from that of tho other companies. And tho restiictions are of special character 
in the case of the Cornwall (2 Edw. 7, c. xxxiv., s. 43), Kent (2 Edw. 7, c. cxxvii., 

8. 51 ; 6 Edw. 7, c. clxv., s. IG), and North Metropolitan (63 & 64 Vict. 
c. cclxxvi., Bs. 7, 11 ; 2 Edw. 7, c. clvi., s. 3 ; 7 Edw. 7, c. xcviii., s. 7) com- 
panies, particularly as icgaids tho capacity of the company to supply electricity 
for lighting. Exceptions from the restiictions nio ficquotitly cieatod by 
Boctioiis specially authorising tho supply by agreement of pai titular consumers, 
or classes of consumeis, including in many cases consumers outside tho area of 
supply (see, €.</., 6 Edw. 7, c. clviii., ss. 9 — 1C; 9 Edw. 7, c. xii., s. 5, thepoweis 
of whicQ for supply bc 3 X)nd tho area of supply are cxccjdionally wide). 

(k) See, e.g,, 63 & 64 Vict. c. ccxxxi., ss. 7—10, extendod by 6 Edw. 7, 
c. clxxxii., s. 7 ; 0 Edw. 7, c. xcii., s. 22. In 7 Edw. 7, c. xcviii., s. 6, it is 
provided thal; a supply for power shall bo deemed to mean and include a supply 
for any public or private purposes as defined by the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 
(45 & 46 Vict. c. 56), s. 3 (3), (4) (see p. 547, ayde), other than tho purpose of 
lighting only; but this appears to be tho only case in which tho expression is 
dofinod. 

e See, €.g., 63 & 64 Vict. c. cclxxxii., s. 36 ; 2 Edw. 7, c. xxi., s. 15. 

A supply for lighting except in tho oxcoptod cases is generally expressly 
prohibited (see, e.g., 63 & 64 Vict. c. cclxxxii., s. 36; 7 Edw. 7, c. xcviii., s. 7) ; 
out sometimes is merely unauthorised (see, c.y., 63 & 61 Vict. c. ccxxxi., ss. 6, 

7, extended by 6 Edw. 7, c. clxxxii., s. 7). 

(«) In some cases there is a simple permission to uso tho energy for lighting 
any promises on any part of which tho power is utilised (see, e.g , 63 & 64 Vict. 
c. clxxxii., 8. 36 ; 7 Edw. 7, c. xcviii., s. 7). In others a similar permission is 
coupled with more or loss elaborate provisions, limiting tho amount of tho 
energy that maybe u.sod for lighting as compared with that used for power, and 
guarding against tho improper uso of tho oncTgy for lighting (see, e.g., 

3 Edw. 7, c. ccxiv., s. 50 ; 3 Edw. 7, c. ccxxxviii., s. 26; 6 Edw. 7, c. cxcix., 

8. 5). The 2 Edw. 7, c. Iv., s. 47, and 4 Edw. 7, c. ccxiii., s. 35, expressly allow 
tho use of the energy for lighting vehicles in certain cases. 

(o) "Where tho company’s powers of supply aio confined to aupioriscd 
distributors and persons requinng a supply for power, there is sometimos no 
exception (see, e.g., 63 & 64 Vict. c. cclxxxii , s. 36; 1 Edw. 7, c. civ., s. 54). 

Wliere tho powers are confined to tho supply of authorised undei takers and 
persons requiring a supply for power, the exception is sometimes confined to ^ 
supply to authorised undertakers (see, e.g Edw. 7, c. ccxxi., s. 62 ; 4 Edw. 7, 
c. ccxiii., 8. 35). In other cases tho exception extends to authorised undci*takcr3 
or authorised distributors, as the case may bo, and to bodies such as railway, 
tramway, and water companies, and canal and dock ])roprietor8 (see, f.y., 

1 Edw. 7, c. cxvi., s. 48; 3 Edw. 7, c. ccxxxviii., s. 26). Exceptions of peculiar 
character are made by 03 & 64 Vict. c. ccxxxi., s. 11, anieiidod by 6 Edw. 7, 
c. clxxxii., 8. 7 ; and by 6 Edw. 7, o. cxcix., s. 6. 
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are tbomselves able and willing to furnish the required supply 
upon terms and within a time which are reasonable having regard 
to the terms on and time within which the company are able and 
willing to furnish the supply (p). But there are cases where the 
discretion of the distributors as to the grant or withholding of 
consent is unfettered (q). 

In connection with the restrictive clauses, provision is always 
made to meet cases where part of the company’s area of supply 
becomes included within the area of supply of authorised distributors 
in the future (a). 

1261. The company are always required to supply authorised 
undertakers, or authorised distributors, as the case may be, and to 
provide the necessary electric lines for supplying the maximum 
power with which they are entitled to be supplied (6), upon their 
giving notice of their requirements and entering into a contract 
with the company to take, generally for seven years (c), a supply of 
such amount that at current rates the payment for that amount 
will bo at least 20 per cent, per annum upon the expense of laying 
the necessary line, etc. (d). 

In some cases a clause containing provisions to the effect above 
stated extends not only to authorised undertakers or distributors, 
but also to other consumers (c). But more usually the obligation 
to supply such consumers takes the form of an obligation to supply 
upon terms to be agreed, or, failing agreement, determined, with 
due regard to specified considerations, by arbitration (/). 

In one or two cases an obligation of the typo above mentioned to 
supply authorised undertakers is confined to cases where the under- 
takers contract to take their whole supply from the company, and 


(р) See, e.fjr.y 63 & 64 Viet. c. ccxxxi., s. 11, amended by G Edw. 7, c. clxxxii., 
s. 37 ; and G Edw. 7, c. clxxxv., s. 42, the provisions of which are specially 
elaborate. 

(< 7 ) See, e.ff., 6 Edw. 7, c. exeix., s. 5. And see 1 Edw. 7, c. cxvi., fl. 48 ; 
2 Edw. 7, c. cxxvii., 8. si, under which the discretion is unfettered in the case 
of a local authority, while there are the usual restrictions in other cases. 

(a) The clauses on the subject dilTor, but are usually mainly directed to 
authorising the insertion of clauses relating to the company in future Provisional 
Orders (see, e.y., 63 & C4 Viet. c. ccxxxi., s. 11 ; 7 Edw. 7, c. xcviii., s. S). But 
in some cases a local authority, constituted authorised distributors after the 
company’s Act (or within a limited time thereafter), are put (subject to pro- 
visions as to existing supplies) in the like position as if so constituted before 
the Act (see, e.ff., 1 Edw. 7, c. cxvi., s. 48 (4) ; 6 Edw. 7, c. exeix., s. 6 (2) ). 

(b) The maximum power with which consumers are entitled to he supplied is 
usually defined as being of such amount as they icquire to be supplied with, 
not exceeding what may be reasonably anticipated (questions as to what may be 
reasonably anticipated falling to be determined by arbitratioi^ as the maximum 
consumption (see, e.ff., 63 & 64 Viet. c. ccxxxv., s. 45; 7 Edw. 7, c. xcviii., 
8. 11). But there are simpler definitions (see, e.ff., 63 & 64 Viet. c. ccxxxi., 
B. 8(4 d)). 

(с) The 63 & 64 Viet. c. ccxxxi., b. 8, does not require the contract to be for 
any specified period. 

(d) See, e.ff., 63 & 64 Viet c. cclxxxii., s. 38 ; 6 Edw. 7, c. xcii., s. 23. 

(c) See, e.ff., 1 Edw. 7, c. cxvi., s. 62 ; 2 Edw. 7, c. xxxiv., s. 45. 

;/) See, e.ff., 63 & 64 Viet c. cclxxxii., s. 40 ; 6 Edw. 7, c. clxxxxii., s. 8 ; 
Edw. 7, c. xcviii., s. 9. In 2 Edw. 7, c. cxxxi,, ss. 65, 67, clauses of the two 

types are curiously blended together. 


8 
7 Ed 
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a distinct obligation is imposed on the company to furnish such 
undertakers with a partial supply upon terms to be agreed or settled 
by arbitration (g). 

The obligations in question are in general secured by penalties (h). 

The company are usually empowered to require security for 
payments to accrue due from consumers, other than consumers of 
specified classes, under their contracts (i). 

1262. Many of the companies* Acts contain clauses to the effect 
that the company shall grant any authorised undertakers, or 
authorised distributors, as the case may be, terms as favourable 
as those granted to any other such undertakers or distributors 
whose circumstances are similar (k ) ; and in one or two instances 
the clause, or a like clause, applies also as between other con- 
sumers (Z). 

1263. The prices which the company may charge are always 
limited (?7i), subject sometimes to a provision to the effect that 
neither the limiting section nor anything in the Acts of 1882, 1888, 
or 1899 shall prevent the company from making agreements under 
certain powers in their special Act (n). It is sometimes provided 
that the prices shall include the transformation of the energy to 
meet the reasonable requirements of the consumer (o), and there 
are fi*equently provisions as to the methods of charge (jp), and 
sometimes also as to changes in those methods (q). 

1264. The company’s charges and their dividends are in almost 
all cases brought into connection by a clause of one of the following 
types ; Either the dividend is limited to 8, or more rarely 10, per 


(ff) See 63 & 64 Viet. c. ccxxxi,, ss. 8 — 10; c. cclxxvi., bs. 8 — 10. See also, 
as to the supply of premises having a separate supply, the Electric Lighting 
Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 34), s. 15 (see p. 690, anie), sections similar to 
which are contained in some of the companies’ Acts (e.g., 7 Edw. 7, c. xcviii., 
8. 21). 

(/t) Usually by penalties directly imposed by the company’s Act as regards 
authorised undertakers or authorised distributors, and by the penalties imposed 
by s. 30 of the schedule to Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 
Viet. c. 19), as incorporated with the company’s Act, as regards other consumers 
(see, e.g., 63 & 64 Vict. c. cclxxxii., s. 39 ; 4 Edw. 7, c. ccxiii., s. 37). 

(i) See, e.g.f 1 Edw. 7, c. cxvi., s. 62 ; 6 Edw. 7, c. xcii., ss. 23, 25. 

(A) See, e.g.f 1 Edw. 7, c. civ., s. 65 ; 6 Edw. 7, c. xcii., s. 23. 

(Z) See, e.g.f 1 Edw. 7, c. cxvi., e. 62; 6 Edw. 7, c. xcii., s. 25. Tlie 
equality clauses of the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 56), 
88. 19, 20, apply in addition to the equality clause or clauses, if any, contained 
in the company’s special Act, except that in one case s. 19 of tho Act of 1882 
is declaimed inapplicable (63 & 64 Vict. c. ccxxxv., s. 2 ; hut see 6 Edw. 7, 
c. exoix. Provisions in 63 & 64 Vict. cc. ccxxxi., cclxxvi., excluding s. 19 
amoD^ other sections of the Act of 1882, have been repealed). In 4 Edw. 7, 
c. ccxiii., B. 36, there is an equality clause confined to contracts entered into 
after the expiry of a certain period after the passing of tho Act. 

[m) For a simple clause limiting the prices, see, e,g., 63 & 64 Vict. 
c. cclxxvi., 8. 29. 

(w) See, €.g., 63 & 64 Vict. c. ccxxxv., s. 46; 6 Edw. 7, o. exeix., s. 12; 
6 Edw. 7, c. clxxxii., s. 14. 

(o) See, e.g,j 63 & 64 Vict. c. ccxxxv., s. 46 ; 3 Edw. 7, c. ccxxxviii., s. 28. 

(p) See, e.g., 1 Edw. 7, c. civ., s. 62 ; 6 Edw. 7, c. exeix., s. 12 (2). 

(j) See, e,g*t 1 Edw. 7, c. cxvi., ss. 66, 67. 

U.L.— XIL ^ ^ 
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cent, per annum, subject to provisions permitting an increase in 
the dividend according to a sliding scale if the prices fall below the 
maximum, and requiring a diminution of charges if the dividend 
exceeds the 8 or 10 per cent. Or the dividend is limited to 8, or 
more rarely 10, per cent, per annum, subject to a provision for the 
raising or lowering of that rate of dividend on a sliding scale 
according as the company's charges fall short of or exceed the 
“standard price” of 2Jd. or in a few instances 8d. per unit. In 
either case the company are allowed, in addition to such dividends, 
to make good deficiencies below the 8 or 10 per cent, in previous 
dividends (r). 

For the purposes of such clauses the full dividend, inclusive of 
income tax, must be looked to (s). 

1266. The maximum prices and the provisions, if any, as to the 
relation of price to dividend are in all cases subject to periodical 
revision, on due application, by the Board of Trade (t). 

1266. The company have in all cases powers for making and 
carrying into effect contracts relating to their undertaking {u), 

1267. The company are in many cases authorised to apply for 
Provisional Orders under the Electric Lighting Acts (v) ; but as yet 
very few Orders have been granted to the power companies. 

1268. In many cases the company are entitled to take over, by 

agreement, electrical undertakings authorised for localities within 
their area of supply (w) ; and such transfers have been carried out 
in several instances. o 


M See, e.g. (for a clause of the first type), 63 & C4 Viet. c. ccxxxi., s. 31 ; 
2 Eaw, 7, c. xxxiv., s. 51 ; and (for a clause of the second type) 63 & 64 Viet 
c. cclxxxii., 8, 46 ; 4 Edw. 7, c. ccxiii., s. 43. There is no such clause applicable 
to the North Western or Cumberland companies, whose undertakings embrace 
the supply of power gas as well as of electricity ; but in their case a share of 
any surplus profits beyond what is necessary for a dividend of 10 per cent, is 
applicable in reduction of charges (3 Edw. 7, c. ccxxxviii., s. 99 ; 6 Edw. 7, 
c. xcii., 8. 95). In the case of the Shropshire etc. company a clause of the 
usual kind as to the relation of price to dividend has been repealed except as 
regards the limitation to 10 per cent, and the power to make up previous 
deficiencies (6 Edw. 7, c. clxxxv., s. 46). 

U) See Ashton Gas Co. v. [1906] A. 0. 10. 

\t) See, c.< 7 ., 63 & 64 Viet. c. ccxxxi., s. 33, amended by 6 Edw. 7, c. clxxxii., 
B. 15 ; 6 Edw. 7, c. xcii., s. 93. 

(u) They have general powers in this behalf under the provisions of the 
Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 56), s. 10, and usually also under 
similar provisions in the clause in their special Act setting out their general 
powers. The Acts of all the companies again contain general clauses (differing 
much from each other) authorising contracts between the co^any and their 
consumers (see, e.g., 63 & 64 Viet. c. ccxxxi., s. 12; 63 & 64 Vict. c. ccxxxv., 
8. 48, extended by 6 Edw. 7, c. exeix,, s. 17 ; 3 Edw. 7, c. ccxxxvii., s. 61 ; 
6 Edw. 7, c. xcii., s. 104). 

(v) In some cases the company are given a bare power to apply for Provisional 
Orders (see, e.g.^ 63 & 64 Vict. c. cclxxxii., s. 37 ; 4 Edw. 7, c. Ixxvii., s. 3). In 
others a power of this kind is coupled with provisions as to the rights etc. of the 
comnany if an order is granted to them (see, t.g.f 2 Edw. 7, c. Iv., s. 60 ; o. cxxxi., 
B. 64). 

{w) The typical clause in this behalf empowers the company to acquire from 
the undertakers, by agreement, any undertaking, authorised by Provisional 
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1269 . The Acts of all the companies contain clauses, often 
numerous and elaborate, for the protection of the interests of 
particular bodies and persons (x). In particular there are in all 
cases clauses for the protection of the councils of the counties in 
which the company’s area of supply is comprised, more especially 
in regard to the placing of lines and works by the company in main 
roads and bridges, and dealings by the county council with such 
roads and bridges in which lines and works of the company 
have been placed. And there are frequently clauses of the same 
general character for the protection of particular borough and 
district councils in regard to streets, sewers etc. under their 
control ijj). There are further numerous clauses prohibiting 
or restricting with greater or less stringency the exercise of the 
company’s powers within particular areas either absolutely or 
without the consent (the discretion as to withholding which is 
sometimes absolute and sometimes subject to review) of the local 
authority or of some other body or person. And there are numerous 
and important clauses for the protection of such bodies as railway, 
canal, tramway, gas, and water companies, and of particular 
landowners and others. 

Sect. 2. — Provisional Orders and Confirming Acts, 

1270. In addition to the clauses which, so far as they are appro- 
priate to the particular case, are to be found in all Provisional Orders 
authorising electrical undertakings, such Orders very commonly 
contain special clauses. The following are some of the provisions 
most usually contained in such clauses : — 

1271 . Power is frequently given to the undertakers, usually 
within a limited time after the commencement of the Order, but 
occasionally at any time (2), to transfer the undertaking, or in some 
cases the undertaking or any part of it (a), with the approval of the 
Board of Trade, to some named company or authority {h). 


Order granted before the company’s Act, in the company’s area of supply , 
empowers the undertakers, with the approval of the Board of Trade, to transfer 
the undertaking to the company ; and contains ancillary clauses of which the 
more important usual subject-matters are, the charges to be made for energy 
supplied under the Order, the contingency of the purchase by the local authority 
of the undertaking authorised by the Order, and the application of capital 
received by the local authority in respect of the transfer (see, c.pr., 4 Edw. 7, 
c. liv., s. 4, amended by 6 Edw. 7, c. cxcix. s. 19; 6 Edw. 7, c. clviii., s. 7; 
7 Edw. 7, c. xcviii., s. 22). Similar powers of transfer in the case of Provisional 
Orders subsequent to the company’s Act ore sometimes inserted in those Orders. 

(ac) The protective clauses in the Acts are too varied to admit of anything in 
the nature of an analysed summary in the present title. The fact that a 
clause is expressed to be for the protection of a particular person does not give 
him a right of action in respect of a breach of the section causing him no 
actionable injury. See y. Pontypridd Waterworks Co., [1908] 1 Oh. 388, 

(y) In 3 Edw. 7, c. ccxiv., there is a clause of the kind for the protection of all 
county and district councils throughout the area of supply. 

(z) See, e.g.y the Erome Order, scheduled to 6 Edw. 7, c. cx. ; the Litherland 
Order, scheduled to 5 Edw. 7, c. cxiii. 

(o) See e.g., the Sowerby Bndge Order, scheduled to 8 Edw. 7, c. cxyii. 

(b) See, e.fl',, the Hendon Order, scheduled to 8 Edw. 7, c. cxvii. ; the 
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Where the Order is granted to individuals power is almost 
invariably (c) given to them to transfer the undertaking, with the 
consent of the Board of Trade, and within a limited time, either 
to a named company, or to a limited liability company to be 
approved by the Board, and sometimes alternatively to a local 
authority, and the exercise of the powers of the Order is prohibited 
unless and until such a transfer is effected. In recent clauses of 
the kind power is reserved to the Board to revoke the Order if the 
transfer is not effected (d). Similar provisions are occasionally 
made where the Order is granted to a local authority (e) or to a 
limited company (/). 

1272. The purchase of the undertaking, or the part of it within 
tbeir district, by a local authority is often authorised. A clause in 
this behalf generally empowers the local authority to require the 
undertakers to sell, upon specified terms, either at any time (^), 
or at any time after the expiration of a stated period (h), or, most 
frequently, at a stated time(i) or at stated times (k). In some cases, 
where the local authority have such compulsory powers of purchase 
at particular times, alternative provision is made for purchase by them 
on agreed terms at any time(Z); and in other cases a purchase 
by a local authority on agreed terms is authorised, though no 
compulsory power of purchase is given them(7)i). 


TAtherlaiid Order, scheduled to 5 Edw. 7, c. cxiii. The power is often expressed 
as a power to transfer for such period as the Board of Tiade approve (see, e.g., 
the Llandaff Order, scheduled to 8 Edw. 7, c. cxvii.); hut, under such a power, 
tlio Board might doubtless apjirove a transfer out and out. In many cases not 
only is the consent of the Board of Trade required, but the transfer is to be 
effected by deed approved by the Board. Whoie an undertaking was transferred 
under a power of the kind by an approved deed, a collateral agreement between 
Ihe parties forming part of tho consideiation, of the existence of which the 
Board were awaio, but which they had declined to approve on the ground that 
they were not concerned with it, was held to ba good {/.amheth Corporation v. 
i^outh London Electric Siqgthj Corporation {190*1), 90 L.T.440, C.A.). InAudeushaw 
Urban District Council v. Manchester Corporation (1907), 71 J. P. 342, the terms 
of a deed of transfer of an electric undertaking were enforced by the Palatine 
Court of Lancaster by a decree for specific porfonnance. 

(c^ Orders have been granted to owners of estates without provisions of the 
kina (see, e.^., the Poii; l)inorwic Order, scheduled to 3 Edw. 7, c. xlvii.h 
{d) See, eg,i the Holsworthy and Staines Orders, scheduled to 9 Edw. 7, 
c. cxli. 

(e) See, e.g., the Ueswall Order, scheduled to 8 Edw. 7, c. cxv. 

(/) See, e.g.i the Lichfield Order, scheduled to 6 Edw. 7, c. cxiv. 

\a) See, e.g.^ the Lytham Order, scheduled to 5 Edw. 7, c. cxiv. 

\h) E,q,^ at any time after the expiration of twenty-five years from the com- 
mencement of the Order (Holsworthy Order, scheduled to 9 Edw. 7, c. cxli.). 

(i) E,g., at the expiration of sixteen years from the commencement of the 
Order (Carmarthen Order, scheduled to 8 Edw, 7, c. cxv.). 

{k) E,g», within six months after the expiration of twenty-one, twenty-eight, 
or thirty-five years (Minehead Order, scheduled to 7 Edw. 7, c. Ivii ), or at the 
expiration of fourteen, twenty-one, twenty-eight or thirty -five years (Wealdstone 
Order, scheduled to G Edw. 7, c. cx.), from the commencement of the Order. 

(!) See, e.g., the Gravesend Order, scheduled to 6 Edw. 7, c. cxcii, 

(m) See, e.g., the Northampton Order, scheduled to 4 Edw. 7, c. clxxviii. In 
some Orders there is a clause expressed as empowering the local authority to 
require the undei-takeis to sell upon terms to he agreed (see, e.g.y the Tavistock 
Order, scheduled to 4 Edw. 7, c. clxxvi. ; Boston Order, scheduled to 6 Edw. 7, 
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In cases of compulsory purchase the purchase price is always to 
be determined by arbitration if not agreed ; but the provisions as to 
the basis on which it is to be determined vary. In some cases the 
price is to be the amount of the capital properly expended on the 
undertaking (?i), usually with an added percentage which is often 
made to vary according to the date of the purchase (o), and subject 
in some cases to special adjustment (p). In many cases the price 
is to be the fair market value of the undertaking as a going 
concern (q). But many Orders contain clauses of special character 
on the subject (r). In some instances alternative bases for deter- 
mining the purchase price are applicable at the option of the local 
authority (s) or according to the date when the purchase is 
effected (t). 

Such powers of purchase are, almost always at least, in addition 
to those which the Electric Lighting Act, 1888 (a), confers on the 
local authority {h). But in some cases the Order varies the date, 


c. cxxix.), bat suck a clause would appear to operate only as conferring a power 
of sale and purchase by mutual agreement. 

(«) See, e.(/., the Barnet Order, scheduled to 5 Edw. 7, c. cxiv. 

See, c..< 7 ., the Wealdstone Order, scheduled to G Edw. 7,c. cx. ; the Ilonloy- 
on-Thames Order, scheduled to G Edw. 7, c. cxxix. 

(p) See, e.g.t the Walton-upon-Tharaes Order, scheduled to 4 Edw. 7, 
c. clxxvii. 

(q) See, e,g.t the Holsworthy Order, scheduled to 9 Edw. 7, c. cxli. 

(r) The formuli© that liave been employed to deline the purchase price are 
very varied, and some of them are of great elaboration. The following aio 
three examples from recent Orders : — “ A sum equal to the fair market value of 
the undertaking as a going concern but without any allowance for compulsory 
sale” (Ware Order, scheduled to 5 Edw. 7, c. cxiv.). “Pair value” of the 
undertaking “ and in addition thereto a further sum equal to the value of 
the goodwill of the business of the undertakers ... as a going concern ” 
(Croydon Rural Order, scheduled to o Edw. 7, c. cxcii.). ** Eairmaiket value of 
the lands buildings works materials and plant . . . purchased with the addi- 
tion of a sum of 10 per cent, upon that value in respect of goodwill compulsory 
purchase and severance” (Bury Order, scheduled to 5 Edw. 7, c. Ixxix.). 
iJiidor some of the formulae the contingency that the undertaking is liable to 
purchase under the Electric Lighting Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 12), s. 2, 
may have to be taken into consideration in calculating the purchase price 
(see lie Southumjdon Tramways Co. and Southampton Corporation (1899), 
81 L. T. 652, 0. A.). Where a Provisional Oixler provided for the transfer of an 
undertaking to a municipal corporation in consideration of the issue or transfer 
to the undertakers of such amount of corporation stock as would ])roduce by 
interest a given annuity, aud, by Provisional Order under the Public Ilealth 
Acts coming into operation one day later than that under the Electric Ijighting 
Acts, a power theretofore possessed by the corporation to issue irredeomablo 
stock was abrogated, it was held that the purchase price under tho last-mentioned 
Pi o visional Order was an amount of irredeemable stock; that the corporation 
were not thereby impliedly authorised to issue such stock ; and that tho power 
of purchase was consequently in abeyance [Sheffidd Corporation v. Shejfield 
Electric Light Co.^ [1898] 1 Ch, 203). 

( 5 ) See, e.g.y tho Ludlow Order, scheduled to 5 Edw. 7, c. cxiv. 

(t) See, e.g.f the Stockpoit and Kidderminster Order, scheduled to 6 Edw. 7, 
c. exxx. 

(a) 51 & 52 Viet. c. 12, ss. 2, 3. 

(/>) An Order confeiiing a special power of purchase almost always contains 
an express saving for the power under the Act of 1888 ; and even where this 
is not so (see, e.g., the Halesowen Order, scheduled to 8 Edw. 7, c. cxv.), the 
latter power is not necessarily taken away (see Wallasey United Tramways and 
Omnibus Co.Y. Wallasey Urban District Cyimc*7(1900), 17 T. L. R. 152, H. L.). 
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and in minor respects the terms, upon which a purchase under the 
Act of 1888 may be effected (c). 

It is believed that no purchase of an electric undertaking by a 
local authority has as yet been carried out under powers in that 
behalf conferred by a Provisional Order (d). 

1273. In a few cases where a local authority have been desirous 
of purchasing an undertaking, and the undertakers have been 
willing to sell, but their Provisional Order has contained no power 
in that behalf, the carrying out of the transaction has been rendered 
possible by the grant to the local authority of a new Provisional 
Order authorising the contemplated sale, but, except for that 
purpose, not to commence until the sale has been effected, and 
containing a clause rescinding the vendors* Order as from the 
commencement of the new Order (c). 

1274. It is the exception in the earlier Electric Lighting Orders 
Confirmation Acts to find any substantive provisions beyond the bare 
confirmation of the scheduled Orders. Latterly, however, it has 
become the rule rather than the exception to insert certain substan- 
tive provisions in the Acts. 

Of these the most usual are provisions as to the exercise by county 
councils of their powers with regard to bridges, and sometimes also 
of their powers with regard to roads, in which works of the under- 
takers under the scheduled Orders are placed (/). 

Other provisions not infrequently to be found in such Acts are : 
Provisions empowering particular undertakers, for special reasons, 
to break up streets outside the area of supply (g ) ; provisions 
authorising the connection of the generating stations and systems 
of different undertakings, and the use of such generating stations 
in common for the purposes of such undertakings (h): and pro- 
visions for the repeal of Provisional Orders confirmed by earlier 
Acts (i)* 

Sect. 8. — Local Authorities* Acts. 

1275. Clauses dealing with electrical undertakings of local 
authorities are very often to be found in local Acts of an omnibus 
character passed at the instance of such authorities. 

Some of the most usual clauses contain provisions similar to those 
now enacted in a general form by certain sections of the Electric 
Lighting Act, 1909 (/c). Other usual clauses of the kind are : — 

A clause empowering the local authority to lay apparatus in 
undedicated streets and roads. 


(c) See, c.fiT., the Walton-upon-Tharaes Order, scheduled to 4 Edw. 7, 
c. clxxvii. ; the Aston Manor Order, scheduled to 7 Edw. 7, c. liv. 

i d) As to borrowing by the local authority for the purpose, see p. 653, anU. 
e) See, e.g.j the Fleet wood Order, scheduled to 8 Edw. 7, c. cxv. 

(/) See, e.g.y 9 Edw. 7, c. cxli. 

See, e.g., 8 Edw. 7, c. cxv., s. 5, Provisions of the kind may now be inserted 
in Provisional Orders under the Electric Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 34), 

s. 3. 
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Clauses authorising the local authority to take electricity in bulk Sect. 3. 
from and supply electricity in bulk to local authorities and com- Local 
panics supplying electricity in adjoining districts, and to supply AuthoriUes’ 
electricity for the purposes of railways, tramways etc. Acts. 

A clause authorising the local authority to allow discount for suppiTii 
prompt payment for electricity supplied by them. bulk. ^ 

Clauses empowering the local authority to provide and sell or let Discount, 
for hire, but not to manufacture, electrical apparatus, such as Sale etc. of 
lamps, meters etc. fittings. 

A clause restricting the charges that may be made by the local charges for 
authority against the rates for energy used by the local authority public kmps. 
for street lighting and other purposes (Z). 

Clauses authorising the acquisition of land for generating Acquisition of 
stations (vi) or the provision and maintenance of generating land ; 
stations on lands of the local authority (ji), and in some cases e^^>'ating 
declaring the provisions of the schedule to the Electric Lighting ® 
(Clauses)Act,1899(o),or their equivalent, which preserve the liability 
of the undertakers for nuisance, inapplicable to such stations (p). 

Clauses authorising the use of generating stations and works con- use of tram- 
stituting part of a tramway undertaking of the local authority for way \^ork8. 
the purposes of their electric undertaking (q). 

A clause concerning the attachment of lamp brackets to Lamp 
buildings (r) . brackets. 

A clause empowering the local authority to accept transfers of Tiant-fer of 
undertakings of local authorities of adjoining districts (s). undci takings. 

A clause for the periodic revision of charges with a view to Balancing of 
balancing expenditure and revenue (Z). revenue and 

expenditure. 

Part VIII. — Undertakings not specially 
Authorised. 

Sect. 1. — Private Undertakings and Installations. 

1276. Persons and bodies not enjoying special authority in that Competition 
behalf are, as has been stated, prohibited, subject to some excep- miautho- 
tions, from commencing to supply or distribute electricity wuthin [akers^with' 
the area of supply of undertakers duly authorised to supply authorised 
electricity (a). undertakers. 

In other respects private electrical installations and undertakings, Bulk of legis- 

■ - ■ - lation inap- 

(Z) See, e.ff,, 7 Edw. 7, c. Ixxvii., containing (in Part IV.) clauses on all the pri^te* ^ 
ftbove-mentionod subjects. concerns. 

{m) See, e.g.^ 2 Edw. 7, c. ccxxxii., ss. 42, 69. 

(«) See, e.g„ 2 Edw. 7. c. ccxli., s. 4 ; 9 Edw. 7, c. clix., s. 85. 

(o) 62 & 63 Viet. c. 19, schedule, s. 81. 

Ip) See, c.flr., 6 Edw. 7, c. i.,8. 107 ; 6 Edw. 7, a Ixiii , s. 21. 

\g) See, 8 Edw. 7, o. xx., s. 35. 

i r) See, e.g., 3 Edw. 7, o. clxxxi, s. 7. 

8) See, 6.^., 6 Edw. 7, c. xliii., s. 76 ; 9 Edw. 7, o. Ixxxix., a. 68. 

t) See, e.g.f 4 Edw. 7, c. eexL, s. 65. 

a) Eloctno Lighting Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, o. 34), 8. 23. 
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that is to say, electrical installations and undertakings established 
and carried on by persons and bodies not enjoying statutory 
powers for the purpose, are little, if at all, directly affected by the 
legislation hitherto discussed (b). 

Where, however, an electric line or other work, other than an 
electric line or work of the Postmaster-General, or used or to be 
used solely for telegraphic purposes, has been(c) laid down or 
erected in, over, along, across, or under any street, for the purpose 
of supplying electricity, or has been (c) laid down or erected in any 
other position for such purpose in such a manner as not to be 
entirely enclosed within any building or buildings, or where any 
electric line or work so laid down or erected may be used for such pur- 
pose otherwise than under and subject to the provisions of a licence, 
Order, or special Act (d), the Board of Trade may, if they think fit 
(except in the case of an electric line or work laid down or erected 
by any body or person for the supply of electricity generated on 
one part of premises in their occupation to another part of those 
premises), by due notice (e) to the body or person owning or using 
or entitled to use the electric line or work, require that it shall be 
continued and used only in accordance with such conditions and 
subject to such regulations for the protection of the public 
safety and of the electric lines and works of the Postmaster- 
General, and of other electric lines and works lawfully placed in any 
position and used for telegraphic communication, as the Board 
prescribe; and in case of non-compliance with those regulations 
the Board may require the removal of the line or work (/). 

The Board of Trade have model regulations for application to 
private undertakings under the above powers. 


{h) See pp. 500 et seq.f ante^ where the application of the Electric Lighting Acts, 
and of the Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899 (02 & 63 Viet. c. 19), is dis- 
cussed. Though, except where the prohibition in the Electric Lighting Act, 
1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 34^ s, 23 (see p. 663, ante)y applies, there is nothing to 
render such an undertaking unlawful, the practical difficulties in the way of 
carrying on an undertaking embracing the supply of electricity to any con- 
siderable body of consumers without statutory powers, particularly in regard to 
interference with roads for the purpose of the provision and maintenance 
of distributing plant, are great. And such undertakings are not common. 
As to interference with roads without statutory powers in that behalf, see title 
IIiauwAYS, Streets, and Bridges. As to defraying the cost of an electric 
lighting installation on leasehold premises out of capital money, under the 
Settled Land Act, 1890(53 & 64 Viet. c. 69), s. 13 (ii.), see Ee Freake's Settlement^ 
Kinnaird v. Freaked [1902] 1 Ch. 97 ; Ee Clarke's Settlement^ [1902] 2 (Jh. 327, 
and title Real Property and Cuattels Real. 

(c) The words in the Electric Lighting Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Viet. c. 12), s. 4, 
are “ may have been,” indicating that the section applies alike to existing and 
future works. 

id) The words “otherwise than under and subject to the provisions of a 
licence ” etc. are introduced in the section (ibid.), ^ in the text, so that it is not 
clear grammatically whether they are to be read with the whole of the preceding 
language, or with the immediately preceding words only. But the section is 
clearly intended to meet the case of apparatus not subject to regulation under a 
licence, Order, or giocial Act only ; and it is only in the case of such apparatus 
that recourse to it is required 

(e) The service of notices under the section is specially provided for {ibid.^ 
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The Postmaster-General has powers somewhat similar to those 
of the Board of Trade above mentioned in the case of an electric 
line or work used for the supply of electricity so as injuriously to 
affect any telegraphic line of the Postmaster-General or the tele- 
graphic communication through any such line ; but these powers do 
not apply to the supply of electricity through any line or work laid 
down or erected under and subject to the provisions of a licence, 
Order or special Act, or used in accordance with conditions or 
regulations prescribed by the Board of Trade under their above- 
mentioned powers, nor to an electric line or work used or to be 
used solely for telegraphic purposes (g). 

Compliance with regulations issued by the Board of Trado or 
Postmaster-General under the powers above mentioned is secured 
by penalties ; and in case of non-compliance a court of summary 
jurisdiction are empowered to direct and authorise the removal of 
the line or work upon such terms as they think fit (h). 

For the purposes of the enactments above referred to, “ tele- 
graphic line ” has the meaning assigned to it by the Telegraph 
Act, 1878 (i), and the definitions in the Electric Lighting Act, 
1882 (/c), apply, except that ‘‘street’' includes any square, court, 
alley, highway, lane, road, thoroughfare, or public passage or place 
whatever (1). 

1277, Where Part IL of the Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 
1890 (?7i), is in force, the local authority have powers for making 
bye-laws, with the sanction of the Board of Trade, with regard to 
posts, wires, tubes, and other apparatus placed above, over, along, 
or across streets for the purpose of any telegraph, telephone, lighting, 
railway signalling, or other purpose. Apparatus of railway and 
canal companies fulfilling certain conditions is not subject to the 
bye-laws; and the Board of Trade may temporarily exempt other 
apparatus from their operation ; but a court of summary jurisdiction 
are given powers for dealing with apparatus so exempted in cases of 
danger (n). 

Works of undertakers under the Electric Lighting Acts, to 
which the provisions of those Acts apply, ai'e wholly exempt from 
the operation of Part II, of the Act, as also is apparatus of the 
Postmaster-General (o). 

1278. In London the employment of overhead wires over and 
near streets is regulated by the London Overhead Wires Act, 


{g) Electric Lighting Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 12), s. 4 (2), (6). 

(/i) Ibid., 8. 4 (3). 

m 41 & 42 Viet. c. 76. Soo title TELEOiiArns and Telephones. 

(A) As to these definitions, see pp. 547 — 519, ante. 

(l) Electric Lighting Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 12), s. 4 (5). Tho special 
definition of “street” was necessary in consequence of the icstriction of the 
definition in the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 66), s. 32, to 
sheets within the area of supply of undertakers. 

(m) 63 & 54 Viet. c. 59, ss. 13 — 15. As to these sections, which were enacted 
mainly with a view to the control of telephone wires, see title TELEQRArns and 
Telephones. And as to the manner in which the sections can be adopted or 
otherwise put in force in particular localities, see title Local Government. 

(n) Ibid., ss. 13, 14. 
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Sect. 1 . 
Private 
Under- 
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ifixemption 
of wiles of 
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undertakers 
and certain 
private wires. 


Street light- 
ing powers 
under Public 
Health Acts. 


1891 (p), and the bye-laws of the London County Council made 
under that Act (q). 

The Act defines the ** wires ” to which it applies as including any 
wire, conductor, or cable and any support or attachment thereto, 
any parfc of which is placed over any street or part of a street, or 
placed or intended to be placed, on or over any building or land, 
and situate at any point within fifty feet from any street, subject, 
however, to an exception for wires of railway companies (r). 

The Act and the bye-laws under it do not apply to undertakers 
acting under special Act, Provisional Order, or licence under the 
Electric Lighting Acts, or to their wires (s), nor to any wire placed 
by any person for hia private use over land belonging to him or 
in his occupation which does not extend over any street and is so 
constructed or placed that neither the wire nor any support thereof 
or attachment thereto would be liable to fall into any public 
street (0- And there are other exceptions from its operation. 

Sect. 2. — Electric Lighting oj Streets hy Local Authorities 
under General Poiuers. 

1279. An urban authority, or a rural authority invested with 
urban powers in that behalf (a) may contract for the supply of gas 
or other means of lighting the streets, markets, and public buildings 
in their district, and may provide lamps, lamp-posts, and other 
materials for lighting the same (h). And these powers clearly 
extend to lighting the streets etc. by electricity as well as by other 
means. 

The authority are, by virtue of these powers, entitled as against 
the owner of the soil to erect lamp-posts in streets, and can justify 
such obstruction to the traffic as the lamp-posts must cause (c). 
But they are not entitled as against the owner to fix brackets on a 
building abutting on a street (d), and possibly not to fix a lamp- 
post in a street in such a way as to interfere with the exercise of 


(р) 54 & 55 Yict. c. Ixxvix. As to the Act, which, like the enactments 
mentioned in the preceding paragraph, was passed primarily with a view to the 
control of telephone wires, see further title TELEORArns and Telephones. 

(</) The bye-laws at present in force (1910) were approved by the Board of 
Trade, 29th July, 1892. 

(r) IhuL, 8 . 2. 

(«) Ibid., 8 . 17. 

W Ibid., 6. 18. 

(a) As to investing a rural authority with urban powers, see title Local 
Government. 

(h) Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 55), s. IGl. See further 
title Highways, Streets, and Bridqes. The provisions in the Electric Light- 
ing Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 56), s. 3 (3), and the Electric Lighting (Clauses) 
Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viot. c. 19), schedule, es. 24, 26, 29, 30, 34, or their 
equivalent, with regard to the supply of electricity to local authorities for 
public lamps are doubtless enacted with reference to the powers of local 
authorities under s. 161 of the Act of 1875. and the corresponding powers 
of metropolitan local authorities. 

(с) See Chaplin (TV. II.) & Co., Ltd, v, Westminster Corporation, [1901] 2 Ch. 
329. 

{<£) See Meek v. Langdon (1862), 37 L. T. Jo. 181. Many local authorities 
have special statutory powers for affixing lamp-brackets to buildings. 
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the private right of access to the street to which an adjoining owner 
is entitled as distinguished from the public right of passage (e). 

As against the owner of the soil they have the right to place posts 
in and electric lighting wires along or across streets vested in 
them (/). 

The powers of urban authorities, and of rural authorities invested 
with the necessary urban powers (^), to cause works to be executed in 
streets not repairable by the inhabitants at large at the cost of the 
frontagers include power to require the provision of means of lighting 
the street (h), and doubtless extend to means for lighting the street 
by electricity as well as otherwise. 

1280. A parish council or other authority, acting in a rural streetlight- 
parish or part of a rural parish in the execution of the provisions 

of the Lighting and Watching Act, 1833 (t), with regard to lighting, Lighting and 

have power to cause lamp-irons or lamp-posts to be put up or fixed WatchmgAct 

upon or against the walls or palisadoes of houses, tenements, 

buildings, or inclosures, or to be put up and erected otherwise 

within the roads, streets, and places within the area for which they 

act ; to attach lamps to such lamp-posts and lamp-irons for lighting 

such roads, streets and places ; and to cause the same to be lighted 

with gas, oil, or otherwise (k). And there seems to be no reason 

why the powers of the Act should not extend to lighting streets etc. 

with electricity. 

1281. Metropolitan borough councils have powers for street streetlight- 
lighting (1) resembling those of urban authorities under the Public 

borouifh 

(e) See Chaplin (IF. H.) & Co., Lid, v. Westminsler Corporation, [1901] 2 Cli. counciK 
329; but the case was decided under the Metiopolis Management Act, 1855 
(18 & 19 Viet. c. 120), 8. 130, and that Act contains nothing corresponding with 
the general componsation provisions in the Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 
Viet c. 55), 8. 308. 

(/) Fareham Local Board and Fareham Electric Light Co, v. Smith (1891), 

7 T. L. R. 443 ; Baird v. Tunbridge Wells Corporation, [1894] 2 Q. B. 867, per 
Lindley, L.J., at p. 874 ; Escott v. Newport Corporation, [1904] 2 KB. 369, per 
Kennedy, J., at p. 375. See further title Highways, Streets, and Bridges. 

(g) As to investing a rural authority with urban powers, see title Local 
Government 

(7i) Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Vict. o. 55), s. 150; Private Street 
Works Act, 1892 (55 & 56 Vict o, 57). As to this legislation, see title 
Highways, Streets, and Bridges. 

(i) 3 & 4 Will 4, c. 90. As to the Act generally and the extensive amend- 
ments in it effected by the Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Vict. c. 73) 
see title Highways, Streets, and Bridges. 

(k) Lighting and Watching Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 90), s. 45. The scope 
of the powers of street lighting conferred by the Act is not clear. There are, 
however, provisions in ss. 46 and 47 (enacted by way of proviso on s. 45) with 
regard to the laying of gas pipes under the powers of the Act, which indicate 
that some power in that behalf is implied in s. 45, and there seems no good reason 
why that implied power should not extend to the laying of electric mains in the 
street, at any rate underground. The provisions of the Electric Lighting (Clauses) 

Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Vjct. c. 19), as to the supply of electricity to local authorities 
for public lamps do not extend to a supply to an authority acting undor the 
Lighting and Watching Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 90). But there is no reason, 
apparently, why undertakers caiTying on a statutory electric undertaking should 
not supply electricity to such an authority. 

(l) Metropolis Management Act, 1855 (IS & 19 Vict. o. 120), s. 130. See 
title Highways, Streets, and Bridges. 
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Sect. 2 . Health Acts, but their powers to cause streets to be paved etc. at the 

Electric cost of the frontagers in certain cases (7?i) do not extend to imposing 

Lighting of on the frontagers the cost of providing means of lighting. 

Streets etc. 
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Part IX. — Miscellaneous. 

1282. Elaborate regulations (n) made by the Home Secretary 
under s. 79 of the Factory and Workshop Act, 1901 (o), with the 
object of minimising danger, apply to the generation, transporta- 
tion, distribution, and use of electricity in factories and workshops 
within the meaning of that Act (other than domestic factories and 
domestic workshops (p ) ), or in any place to which the provisions of 
s. 79 are applied by that Act (q)- The observance of the regulations 
is secured by penalties (r). 

“ Electrical stations ” — Le,, any premises, or that part of any 
premises, in which electrical energy is generated or transformed for 
the purpose of supply by way of trade, or for the lighting of any 
street, public place, or public building (s), or of any hotel or of any 
railway, mine, or other industrial undertaking — are “ non-textile 
factories** within the meaning of the Act (i). 

1283. The electric lighting and heating arrangements of theatres 
and certain houses, rooms, and other places of public resort in the 
administrative county of London are subject to an elaborate series 
of regulations made by the London County Council (a), 

1284. The use of electric light in connection with cinematograph 
exhibitions is controlled by regulations made by the Home Secre- 
tary (h) under the Cinematograph Act, 1909 (c). 


(m) As to which, see title IIightvays, Stiieets, and Hiiidoes. 

{n) Contained in Orders dated December 23rd, 1908, Stat. K. & O., 1908, 
Factory and Workshop, p. 340, and July 25th, 1909, Stat. B. & O., 1909, 
Eactory and Workshop. 

(0) 1 Edw. 7, c. 22, 8. 79. As to this Act generally, see title Facioeies 
AND Shops. 

(р) Regulations of 1908, Exemptions, No. 7. 

Iq) Le,, shortly, docks, premises where building operations involving the 
use of machinery worked by steam, water, or other mechanical power are being 
earned on, and certain railway sidings used in connection with factories and 
workshops (see Factory and Workshop Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 22), ss. 104 — 106 ; 
and title Facjtoiiies and Shops). 

(r) Jhid., 8. 85 ; and see title Factories and Shops. 

U) A workhouse is a public building for this purpose (Mile End Union v. 
Hoare, [19031 2 KB. 483). 

(1) Factory and Workshop Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 22), Sched. YI. (20). 

(a) The regulations, which are dated March 25th, 1902, appear to be made 
under the Metropolis Management and Building Acts Amendment Act, 1878 
(41 &42 Yict. c. 32), s. 12, and to extend to all premises as to which the 
London County Council have power to make regulations under that section. 
See further title Theatres eto. 

(h) Dated 18th February, 1910 (Stat. B. & 0. 1910, No. 189), repealing 
regulations dated December 20th, 1909 (Stat. B. & 0., 1909, Cinematograph), 
with a saving as to licences granted thereunder. See title Theatres eto. 

(с) 9 Edw. 7, c. 30. 
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1285. The Board of Trade have powers enabling them, where a 
supply of electricity is authorised in any case by licence, order, or 
special Act, to relieve gas undertakers in certain circumstances 
from obligations to supply gas in any specified part of that 
area (d), 

1286. The Board of Trade report their proceedings under the 
Electric Lighting Acts annually (c). 

(d) Electric Ligliting Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 66), s. 20. 

(c) Under tbid.y s. 30. 
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Sec Education. 
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See Landlord and Tenant ; Eeal Property and Chattels Eeal. 


EMBRACERY. 
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EDUCATION, 1—130 

accidents to scholars, liability for, 33 
accommodation in public elementary schools, 10, 21, 23 
accounts of district board, audit of, 88 

local education authority, audit of, 52 
advowsons of uiiiversilics, 93 

age of child, false representation as to, by parent, liability for, C4 
proof of, in legal proceedings, 66 

agent of employer, liability of, for taking child into employment, 64 
ages within which parent must have child educated, 65 

agriculture, exemptions from school attendance for childicn employed in, Cl, 62 
Agriculture and Fisheries, jurisdiction of Board of, 15 
aid grant, 11, 12, 60 
annual grant, 49 

annuity for certified teachers, 128, 129 

appeal against provision of new public elementary school, 26 
scheme relating to mixed chanties, 104 

under Endowed Schools Acts, 110, 111 
apportionment of mixed chanties, 104, 105 

apprenticeship of children in reformatory or industrial schools, 77 
workhouses, 81, 82 

appropriation of land for purposes of higher education, 21. See also land, 
money, annual, in aid of education, 6 
area of various councils, measurement of, 17 
art, science and, acquisition of schools for, 24 
eilacation in, 6 

attendance at public elementary school, duty to enforce, 25, 66 
order, 67 

audit of accounts of district board, 88 

local education authority, 62 
begging, treatment of children found, 71 
blind child, duty of parent of, to cause to attend school, 60 

children, grants to schools for, by Board of Education, 12 
meaning of, 41 

period of compulsory education of, 55 
provision for, by local education authority, 41 

special elementary education for, 24, 25. See also defective children. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, jurisdiction of, 16 
Education, 8 — 14 etc. 

action by, on default by local education authority, 12 

aid grant, 12, 60 , , oa 

appeal to, against provision of new public elementary school, 26 

“ Code of, 10, 11 

constitution, 8, 9 

consultative committee, 8, 9 

education charities, jurisdiction over, 13, 99,ill5 

elementary education, 10 — 12 

fee grant, 11, 12 

general functions, 9, 10 

grants to special schools, 12 

higher education, 10 

inquiry by and report to, and by, 14 

inspection of schools by, 10, 12 

jurisdiction of, over chanties, 99, 100, 116 

President and officers, 8 . 

Provisional Order by, for compulsory acquisition of land, 27 
small population grant by, 11 

( 1 ) 
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E DU C A T I ON — continued. 

boarding institution, school in, may be public elementary, 29 
borough council, borrowing powers of, 61 

and urban distiict councils, appointment of managers by, 31 
borrowing powers of borough council, 61 

ccitain universities, 93 
county council, 50 
district board, 88 

local authority for reformatory and industrial scnools, 79 
education authority, 60, 61 

Bristol University, 97 

building grants, parliamentary, 120 

bursaries, provision of, in respect of elementary education, 18 
bye-laws for area of local education authority, 13 
limitations and conditions of, 61 

parents to cause the child to attend school in accordance with, 65 
purpose of, 69, GO 

respecting attendance of children at school, 68 — 62 
Cambiidge University, 91, 92, 93 
government of, 92, 95 

canal boats, residence and instruction of children in, 67 
catechism not to be taught in council school, 23, 31 
cathedral schools exempt from Endowed Schools Acts, 104 
central authorities, 8 — 16 

authority for poor law education, 81 

reformatory or industrial schools, 72, 73 
Board of Education, 8 — 14. St'e Board of Education, 
other central authorities, 14, 15 
Welsh Board, 114 

certificate as to attendance of child at school, duty of occupier of factory to 
obtain, 69 

education, effect of, where child employed in factory, 69 

necessity for, in certain cases of employment of 
children, 62, 63 

false, as to child’s age, penalty for, 64 
for teachers, 128, 129 

of inspector that child has reached ccitain standard, effect of, 6) ' 
principal teacher of public elementary school as evidence, 66 
schools for defective children, conditions for grant of, 44 
reformatory or industrial school must obtain, 74 
to parent of children in canal boats, 67 
certified efficient school, meaning of, 67 

school, child of diflFerent religious denomination not sent to, 90 
inspection of, 86 

meaning of, and power of guardians in respect of, 84 
charges in public elementary schools, 80, 31 
chanties, educational. See educational charities. 

Charity Commissioners, application by, of certain non-cducational chaiities to 
education, 115 

exercise of powers of, by Board of Education, 13 
schools, schoolmasters as officers of, 125, 126 
charter for university, a^li cation for, 92 
“ child,” meaning of, in Factory and Workshop Act, 1901. ..67 

churchwardens, minister and, right of, to hold land for educational purposes, 119, 120 

City of London not local education authority, 63 

clothing, schoolmaster has no implied authority to supply, 123 

‘‘Code’* of Board of Education, 10, 11 

colleges of universities, 92 

combination agreements, 46 

Committee of Council for Education, 9 

committees, joint education, 45 

common law, education at, 4, 122 

compensation to officers of local authorities, jurisdiction over, 16 
compulsory acquisition of land for schoolhouscs, 27. See laud, 
attendance at school, 66 

conferences between local education authorities, 46 
conscience clause for day and evening schools, 23 

scholars in scheme under Endowed Schools Acts, 106, 107 
in certain schools under Lord Gran worth’s Act, 116, 117 

( 2 ) 
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Consolidated Fund, grants In aid from, 48, 49 
Consultative Committee to Board of Education, 8, 9 
contract between parent and schoolmaster 122, 123 
contribution to maintenance of child, 44, 78 
towards education, 81 — 84 
control of secular instruction, 30, 35, 86 

conversion of non-educational to educational charities, 115, 110 
conveyance of children to school or college, 21, 61, 64 
co-ordination of all forms of education, duty of council to pi omote. 22 
corporal punishment by schoolmaster, 124 
corporation, district b(^rd as, 86 

right of, to hold land for educational purposes, 119 
universities as, 90, 91 
council, county. See county counciL 
registration, 127 

councils, combined action by, 45, 46 

with powers concurrent with local education authority, 17, 23 
county borough council, borrowing powers of, 61 

functions and duties of, regarding reformatory schools, 73, 74 
boroughs, grants by, to poor law authorities, 88 
council, appointment of managers by, 34 

contributions by, to councils with concurrent powers 46 
functions and duties of, regarding reformatory schools, 73, 74 
grants by, to poor law authorities, 88 
loans, 60, 61 

raising of rate by, 47, 48 
Cowpcr-Temple clause, 34 

criminal surroundings, treatment of children found in, 71 
damages, measure of, on removal of pupil without notice, 123 
day industrial schools, 79 — 81 

court’s power to send child to, 68 

of religious observance, bye-law must not require attendance of child at school 
on, 61 

deaf child, duty of parent of, to cause to attend school, 60 
children, grants to school for, by Board of Education, 12 
• meaning of, 41 

period of compulsory education of, 65 
provision for, 41 

special elementary education for, 24, 25 
default by local education authority, procedure on, 12 
defective children, 40 — 45 

blind and deaf children, 42 

certificates of schools for, condition for grant of, by Board of Education 
44, 45 

contribution by parent to expense of local authoiity, 44 
duty of parent of, to cause to attend school, 61 
epileptic children, 43 
examination of, 42, 43 
in general, 40, 41 
meaning of, 41 
mode of ascertaining, 42 
period of compulsory education of, 55 
religious instruction, 43 
special elementary education for, 2 1 
degrees, power of university to con^r, 91 
delegation of management of school, 46 

parents’ authority to schoolmaster, 123 

power to inflict corporal punishment by schoolmaster, 124 
powers by local education authoiity to education committee, 22, 23 
denominational teaching in “provided ” school, 23, 24 
deserted children, guardians may send to certified school, 84 
destitute children, treatment of, 71 
detention of pupil by schoolmaster, 124 

order for reformatory or industrial school, 72 
diocesan inspection, 88 

disablement allowance for certified teachers, 123, 129 
dismissal of schoolmaster or teacher, 37, 38, 106, 125, 126 
district school, inspection of, 87 
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Durham Univeraity, 93, 95 

duties and liabilities of parents and employers, 61, 70, Soe parents etc. ; 

employers etc. 
duties of guardians, 82 — 85 
agreements between, 82 

blind, deaf and dumb children, as regards, 83 
certified schools, powers in respect of, 8t, 85 

contributions towards public elementary and other schools etc. 82, 83 
out-relief, 83 

provision of education in workhouses, 82 
use of district schools, 83 
dwelling-house, charge for teacher's, 37 
education authority. See local education authority. 

committee, establishment, constitution, and powers of, 19, 20 

failure of local education authority to make scheme for, 13 
legal proceedings for non-attendance at school to be by 
direction of, 65 

Education Department, exercise of powers of, by Board of Education, 13 
educational charities, 99 — 117 

Board of Education, poweis of, in case of certain charities excluded from 

Endowed Schools Acts, 115 
under Endowed Schools Acts, 99 — 111. See 
Endowed Schools Acts, etc. 

conscience clause in certain schools under Lord Cranworth's Act, 116, 117 
conversion of non -educational chanties into, 115, IIG 
grammar schools, 116 

local education authority as trustees for, 21 
reform of, 6 

Welsh intermediate education. 111 — 114. See Welsh intermediate education, 
“educational endowment,” meaning of, 101, 102 
efficient school recognised, 70 

elementary education, distinction between higher and, 17, 18 

duty of parent to cause child to receive efficient, 66 — 68 
grants in aid of, 49 
in workhouses, 82 

juiisdiction of Board of Education over, 10 — 12 
local education authorities for, 17 

powers of local education authority in respect of, 18, 19. 

See also public elementary schools, 
public. See public elementary schools, 
emigration of children in Reformatory or industrial schools, 77 
employers, def.iult of, ami agents and parents, in case of, 61, 65 
duties and liabilities of, 64, 62 — 65 etc. 
enforcement of, 64 
in general, 54, 62 — 64 
legal proceedings against, 65, 66 

meaning of, in Factory and Workshop Act, 1901. ..67 
towards children in canal boats, 67 

factories and workshops, 67 — 70 

Endowed Schools Acts, powers of Board of Education under, 99 — 111 
apportionment of mixed charities, 104, 106 
charities to which Acts apply, 101 — 104 
procedure and appeals, 109 — 111 
provisions in schemes, 105 — 108 
alteration of, 109 

relating to religious matters, 106 — 108 

endowments, benefits of, to be extended to girls, under Endowed Schools Acts, 105 
educational, meaning of, 101 
mixed, 104, 105 

of voluntazy schools, application of, in certain cases, 28, 40, 63 
out of rates for Welsh intermediate education, 112 
to go in relief of rates in certain cases, 48 
enlargement of existing public elementary school, 26 
epileptic children, duty of parent of, to cause to attend school, 61 
grants to school for, by Board of Education, 12 
meaning of, 41 

order requiring, to be sent to certified school, 66, 67 
period of compulsoi^ education of, 65 
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EDUCATION — coTttinued* 

epileptic children, provision of education for, 42 

special elementary education for, 24, 25 
evidence, on legal proceedings against parents and employers, CO 
examination of defective children, and parents* duties in respect thereof, 42. S(*e 
also inspection. 

excuse, reasonable. See reasonable excuse, 
exemption from school attendance, 01, 63 

expense of local education authority in case of defective children, parents* contri- 
bution to, 44 

tiavclling, provision of, for children to school in certain cases, 21 
expulsion of child from school, 122, 124 
schoolmaster's right to fees on, 123 
factories, education of children employed in, 54, 67 — 70 
false repiesentation as to child’s age, liability for, 64 
fee grant by Boarti of Education, 11, 12 

charges in schools receiving, 30, 31 
meaning of, 50 

fees in public elementary schools, 80, 31 
voluntary schools, 89 
foundation managers, 35 

scholaia at certain public schools, 98 
funds at disposal of local education authorities, 47, 51 

girls, benefit of endowments to be extended to, under Endowed Schools Acts, 105 
glebe, grants out of, for educational purposes, 119 
grammar schools, reform of, 116 
grant, fee, by Board of Education, 11* 12 
grants in aid from central authorities, 48 — 50 
councils, 88 
of building etc. 120 

day industrial schools, 80, 81 
education geneially, 6, 9, 10 
industrial schools, *7 7 
poor law authorities, 88 
reformatory and industrial schools, 73 
schools for defective children, 12, 50 
• Universities, 94 

Welsh intermediate education, 113 
grouping of schools, 34, 39 
guaidian of child, included in “ parent," 55 
guardians, 82 — 85. See duties of guardians, 
habeas corpus^ parent’s right of, against schoolmaster, 124 
higher education, distinction between elementary and, 17, 18 

duties of local education authorities in respect of, 22 — 24 
grants in aid of, 48, 49, 50 
juiisdiction of Boaid of Education over, 10 
power to supply, 16, 17 
rating for puiposcs of, 23 
in London, 53 

history of law, 4, 6 

holy orders, master in endowed school not disqualified by not being in, 107, 108 
Home Office, jurisdiction of, 16 

Home Secretary, grants in aid of industrial schools by, 49 
hostel, religious mstruction in, 23 

immoral surroundings, treatment of children found in, 71 
in loco parentis^ schoolmaster stamls, 123 
industrial institutions, acquisition of land by, 121 

schools, contributions of guardians towards, 83 
court's power to send child to, 68 
grants in aid of, 49 

supervision of, 16. See also reformatory and industrial schools. 

infant candidate for teaching profession, contract by, 127 

information, publication of, by Board of Education, as to efficient local schools, 12 
injunction against appointment or dismissal of schoolmaster, 126, 126 
inquiry by Board of Education, before acquisition of land, 27 

mode of, 14 

inspection of “ certified " school, 85 
district school, 87 
public elementary school, 12, 30 
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EDUCATION — continued. 

inspection of reformatory and industrial school, 73 
secondary school, 23 
Toluntary school, 88 

inspector, effect of certificate of, that child has reached certain standard, 61 
joint accounts of education committees etc., audit of, 52 
education committees, 45 

in Welsh interm^iate education, 113, 114 
maintenance of schools, 46 
oflScers of separate local authorities, 46 

land, acquisition, appropriation, or disposal of, for educational purposes, 117— 
121 

by district board, 86 

managers of voluntary school, 40 
technical and industrial institutions, 121 
universities, 92 
for higher education, 24 

public elementary schools, 26, 27 
reformatory and industrial schools, 74, 79 
grants under School Sites Acts, 118 — 121 
Lieeds University, 96, 97 

legal proceedings against parents and employers, 65, 66 
Liverpool University, 96 
loans. See borrowing powers, 
local education authorities, 15 — 54 

as trustees for educational charity, 21 
audit of accounts of, 52 

Board of Education, duty of authority to consult in certain cases, 10 

borrowing powers, 50, 51 

combined action by councils, 45, 46 

constitution of, 17 

councils with concurrent powers, 23 

creation of, 1 6 

day industrial schools, powers relating to, 80 
default by, 12 

defective children, 40 — 46. See defective children. 

delegation of powers by, 20 

duties in respect of higher education, 22 — 24 

education committees, establishment, constitution, and powers of, 19, 20 
elementary education, powers in respect of, 19 

provision of, 24 — 40. See elementary education, 
funds at disposal of, 47, 51 
grants to, 48 — 60 

London, special provisions as to, 62 — 64 
main powers and duties of, 17 
provision of schools by, 24 
rating by, 23, 47, 48 

reformatory and industrial schools, functions and duties of, relating to, 73, 74 
religious instruction in schools maintained by, 23, 24 
relinquishment of powers, 19 
returns from, 14 

Local Government Board as central authority for poor law education, 81 
jurisdiction of, in general, 14 

over district board, 86, 87 

loco parentis, schoolmaster stands in, 123 
London County Council as local education authority, 52, 63 
special provisions as to, 62 — 54 
University, 96, 96 

maintenance of public elementary schools, 29 
managers, |:eneral powers and duties of, 37 — 39 
Joint appointment of, 46 
of day industrial school, powers of, 80 
public elementary school, 83, 34 

in case of voluntary school, 34 , 35. See also voluntary school, 
in ikmdon, 63 

reformatory and industrial schools, 73 
liability of, 39, 74 

mandamus on default by local education authority, 12 
manor, grant of land by lord of, for educational purposes, 118 
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E DU CATION — continued, 

marine schools may be maintained, 29 

marriage, loss of disablement allowance through, 129 

woman not disqualified by, for education committee, 20 
masters of certain public schools, appointment of, 98. See algo teachers, 
meals, provision of, for public elementary schools, 18, 32, 33 
measure of damages on removal of pupil without notice, 123 

medical inspection in public elementary schools, and medical attendance. 18 
31,32 

meeting of connty council, voting at, in respect of elementary education, 19 
metropolis, poor law authorities in, 88, 89 

metropolitan borough council, not local education authority, B3 
military service, employment in, of children etc. in refoimatory or industrial 
schools, 77 

minister and churchwardens, power of, to hold land for educational purposes, 119 
minor local authority, meaning and powers of, 31 
in London, 53 

misconduct, dismissal of pupil for, 124 

loss of pension through, 129 

mixed charities or endowments, apportionment of, 104, 105 
Mortmain Acts. See land. 

naval service, employment in, of children etc. in reformatory or industrial schools, 
7 7 

necessity for public elementary school, 29 
meaning of necessity, 26 

new public elementary school, provision of, and appeal against, 25, 26 
non-county boroughs, powers of, for purposes of higher education, 23 
non-provided school, 25 
notice before removal of pupil, 123 

officers, joint, of sepcarate local education authorities, 46 
of local education authority, appointment of, 3 1 
public elementary schools, appointment of, 20 
order, school attendance, 66, 57 
non-compliance with, 67, 68 

ordinary, jurisdiction of, to be abolished in schemes under Endowed Schools Acts, 
• 106 


orphan, guardians may send to certified school, 84 
out-relief by guardians, 83 
Oxford University, government of, 92, 94 
parents, canal boats, in case of children in, 67 

contract between schoolmaster and, 122, 123 
contribution to expenses of day industrial school, 81 
defective children, 44 
medical treatment, 32 
reformatory and industrial schools, 78 
meals of children in public elementary schools, 33 
defective children, in case of, 5.5 
delegation of authority to schoolmaster, 123 
duties and liabilities of, 64 — 62 
efficient elementary education of children, 56 — 68 
enforcement of duties, 66, 68 

factories and workshops, in case of children in, 67 — 70 
meaning of parent for purposes of, 67 
in general, 64 — 66 
legal proceedings against, 65, 66 
out-relief to parents, 83 
payment of school fees of, by guardians, 84 

school attendance of children in accoi dance with bye-laws, 68 — 63 
limitations and conditions of bye-laws, 61 
purposes of bye-laws, 59, 60 
parliamentary grants, 49 

pension scheme for certified teachers, 127 — 130 
play centres, provision of, for public elementary schools, 18, 32 
playground included in “ schoolhouse,” 37 
poor law authorities, powers and duties of, 81 — 90 
grants to, by councils, 88 

guardians, 82 — 86. See duties of guardians- 


in general, 81 
metropolis, rules spec 


ially applicable to, 88, 89 
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E DUCATIOK — continued, 

poor law authorities, powers and duties of — continued 
religious instruction in workhouses, 89, 90 
school board districts, 85 — 88. See school board districts, 
poor law education, 6 

relief, defrayment of, 83 
population, grants for small, 49 

of borough or urban district, 17 
powers of local education authorities, 15 — 64 
President of Board of Education, 8 

Privy Council, appeal to, in case of certain schemes, 104, 110 
proceedings, legal, against parents and employers, 65, 66 
produce of a rate, 23 

production of child, order for, in certain cases, 65, 66 
proficiency certificate, 68 
proof of age of child in legal proceedings, 66 
“ provided *’ school, denominational teaching in, 24 
provision of schools, 24 — 37 

provisional order for compulsory acquisition of land for schoolhouscs, 27 
public elementary schools, 24 — 40 

contributions towards, by guardians, 82 

duty to provide school accommodation, 10, 25, 26 

fees and charges, 30 

grants in aid of, 49 

inspection, 12, 30, 38 

local education authorities, power of, in lespcct of, 18, 19. local education 
authorities, 
maintenance, 17, 29 
managers, 34 

in London, 63 

of voluntary schools, 31, 35 
medical inspection and medical attendance, 31, 32 
provision of meals, 32, 33 

schoolhouscs, 26—28, 87 
recreation, provision for, 32 
regulation, 30 

religious instruction, 29, 36, 113, 411 
teachers and officers, 20, 36, 37, 38 
voluntary schools. See voluntary schools, 
public schools, 97 — 99 

exclusion of certain from Endowed Schools Acts, 102 
publication of notice as to new school, 26 

school attendance bye-laws, 69 
punishment by schoolmaster, 124 
pupil teacheis, appointment of, 38 

grants in aid of institutions for instructing, 1 0 
rates, certain endowments to go in relief of, 48 

endowments out of, for Welsh intermediate education, 112 
liability of, towards education, 23, 47, 48 
in London, 63 

liability of, towards reformatory schools, 78, 79 
meals in public elementary schools partly from, 32, 81 
reasonable excuse for non-compliance with school attendance order, 67 

parents’ breach of bye-law as to children’s school attend- 
ance, 60 

neglect to provide elementary instruction, 66 
recognised eflScient schools, 70 

recreation, provision for, in public elementary schools, 32 
reformatory and industrial schools, 15, 70 — 81 
apprenticeship and emigration, 77 
central authority, 72, 73 
class of children received, 71 
closing of, 76 
conduct of, 74 
control of children, 76, 76 
day industrial schools, 79 — 81 
definitions, 70, 71 
exchange from, 76 
expenses, defrayment of, 77 — 79 
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EDUCATION — continued, 

reformatory and industrial schools — conthiued 
local authorities and managers, 73, 74 
mode and period of detention, 72 
parents* contribution, 78 
placing inmates out on licence, 76, 77 
religious instruction, 76 

supervision of ex-iumate, after detention, 77 
schools, 15 

transfer, 70 

refractory childicn, ticatmcnt of, 71, 72 
Kegistration Council, 127 
registration of teachers, 127 

regulations as to conduct of public elementary school to be exhibited, 30 
religious instruction, bye-law must not prevent withdrawal of child from, 61 
111 endowed school, 106 — 108 

public elementary school, 34, 30 
reformatory and industrial schools, 76 
schemes under Welsh Intermediate Education Act, 113 
school aided or maintained by council, 23 
voluntary scliools, 36, 38, 39 
woikhouf'CS, 89, 90 
no grant for, 11 
of defective children, 43 

obsci vance, byc-law must not require attendance of child at school on day 
of, 61 

tests at universities, 93, 94 
worship m endowed schools, 106 — 108 

no disqualification of masters etc. by icason of, in endotved 
school. 107, 108 
removal of pupil, notice before, 123 
repair of voluntaiy school, 37 
report on inquiiy by Hoard of Education, 14 

to Parliament by Board of Education, 14 
representation, false, as to child’s age, Lability for, 64 
representative managers, 35 

returns required from local education authorities, 14 
Hobson’s Act, 69 

room in school house, fair w’oar and tear of, 37 

salaries of teachei-s, responsibility for, 36 

scheme, pension, for ccitified teachers, 127 — 130 

schemes for application of endow ment money m London, 63, 61 

convci*Bion of non-educational to educational chanties, 115, 116 
grammar schools, 116 
education commmittee, 19, 20, 45 
schemes under Endowed Schools Act, 100, 104 — 111 
alteration of, 100 
appeals, 110, 111 
object of, 100 
procedure, 109 

provisions relating to religious matters, 106—103 
scholars, foundation, at ;certam [uiblic scliools, 98 
scholarship examination, liability of schoolmaster on, 123, 124 
scholarships, piovision of, in respect of elementary education, 18 
school attendance committees, 16 
order, 66, 67 

non-compliance with, 57, 58 
board, creation of, 15, 16 
constitution, 86 
corporation, may sue as, 86 
expenses of, 87, 88 
formation, 85, 86 
powers and duties, 86, 87 
canteen committees, 32, 33 
district boards, 86 

fees, payment of, by guardians in ceitaiii cases, 84 
• furniture, use of, and damage to, 37, 38 
houses, provision of, 26 — 28, 37 
recognised efficient, meaning of, 70 
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EDUCATION — continued. 

School Sites Acts, grants of lands under 118 — 120 

schools, elementary. See elementary education ; public elementary schools 
for defective children, acquisition etc. of, 42, 43 
certificate for, 44, 45 

grants in aid of, 50. See also defective children 
industrial. See reformatory and industrial schools, 
inspection of, by Boaiti of Education, 10 
joint maintenance of, 46 
public, 97 — 99 

exclusion of certain, from Endowed Schools Acts, lOi 
reformatory. See reformatory and industrial schools, 
secondary, expenses of inspection of, 23 
voluntary. voluntary school, 
schoolmasters and teachers, 122 — 130 

appointment etc. of, in public elementary school, 20, 33 
voluntary school, 30, 37 
as officers of charities, 126 — 127 
contract of, with parents, 122, 123 
dismissal of, 106, 125, 126 

in voluntary school, 36, 37 
expulsion from school by, 122, 124 

schoolmaster’s right to fees on, 123 
extent of authority of, 123 
infant, 127 
in general, 122 
in loco parentis, 123 
notice before removal of pupil, 123 
pension scheme for certified, 127 — 130 
punishment by, 124 
registiation, 127 

scholarship examination, liability on, 123, 124 
science and art, acquisition of schools for, 24 
education in, 6 

search of building etc., power of justice to order, in certain cases, 65 
secondary schools, expenses of inspection of, 23 

Secretary of State as central authority for reformatory and industrial school!^, 72, 73 
jurisdiction in granting certificates etc., 74, 75 
secular instruction, control of, 36 
Sheffield University, 97 

sickness of child as excuse for default of parent, 56, 60 
“ small population grant,” 11, 49 

special grant by Board of Education in certain districts, 11 

Sunday school, attendance at etc., not to be required as condition of education, 
23, 29 

superannuation allowance for certified teachers, 128, 129 

officers of reformatory and industrial schools, 75 
of elementary school teachers, jurisdiction over, 15 
officers of district boards, 87 
teachers, 122 — 130. See schoolmasters and teachers, 
technical institutions, acquisition of land by, 121 
time table in public elementary school, 30 
training colleges, grants in aid of, 10 
ships, provision of, 89 

transfer of voluntary school to local education authoiity, 28 
travelling expenses to school, provision of, in certain cases, 21 
Treasury, grants in aid by, 48 
jiiiisdiction of, 16 

trustees for educational charity, local education authority as, 21 
universities, 90 — 97 
advowsons, 93 

application for charter for, 92 
colleges of, 92 
constitution, 91 
degrees conferred by, 91 
land, acquisition etc. of, 92, 93 
parliamentary representatives, 94, 95, 96 
religious tests, 93, 94 
visitors, 92 
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University, Birminghana, 90 
Bristol, 97 
Cambridge, 95 
Durham, 95 
Leeds, 96, 97 
Liverpool, 96 
meaning of, 90 
London, 95, 96 
Oxford, 94 
Sheffield, 97 

Victoria, of Manchester, 98 
Wales, 96 

urban district council, borrowing powers of, 61 

powers of, for purposes of higher education, 23 
when a local education autiioiity, 17 
use of rooms in voluntary school out of school hours, 37 

vacation classes and schools, provision of, for public elementary schools, 18, 
32 

vehicles, provision of, 21 

vested interests, certain, to be preserved in scheme under Endowed Schools Acts, 
105, 106 

Victoria University of Manchester, 96 
“ visitors ” of Oxford and Cambridge, 92 

rights of, in scheme under Endowed Schools Acts, 106 
voluntary schools, 34 — 40 

acquisition of land for, 40 
creation and meaning of, 16 
endowment of, 40 

application of, in London, 63 
fees in, 39 
inspection of, 38 

maintenance and control, 16, 35 — 38 
managers, appointment of, 34, 35 

general powers and duties of, 37 — 39 
^ religious instruction in, 36, 38 

teachers, appointment and dismissal of, 36 — 38 
transfer of, to local education authority, 28 
voting at county council meeting in respect of elementary education, 19 
Wales, scheme for education committee in, 20 
Univeisity, 96 

wandering, treatment of children found, 71 
water rate, liability for, 36 
wear and tear, damage due to, 37 

Welsh Central Board for intermediate education, functions of, 114 
intermediate education, 111 — 114 

endowments and public funds, 112, 113 
nature and object, 111, 112 
procedure, 113, 114 
religious instruction in schemes, 113 
schools, grants in aid of, 48 
“ whisky money d* meaning and application of, 49 
in case of Welsh intermediate education, 113 
women, inclusion of, on education committees, 19 
workhouse, education etc. of children in, 81, 82 
religious instruction in, 89, 90 
schools, 82 

W'orkshops, education of children employed in, 54, 67—70 
youthful offenders, apprenticeship and emigration of, 77 
commission of, to refoimatory, 72 


ELECTIONS, 131—540 

absence from employment, employer may grant, for voting, 289 
person nominated candidate in, 266 ^ 
account of expenses of clerk of county council, 246, 247 
overseers, 239, 240 

• returning officer, 333, 334 

town clerk, 247, 248 
sales of copies of register, 246 
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action against election commissioners, 472 
address, election, illegal payments for exhibiting, 294 
adjournment of nomination of candidate, 277 
poll, 307 

advertisement hoardings, illegal payments for, 294 
affidavits in suppoit of withdrawal of petition, 432, 433 
age for qualification to be on register, 139 
agency, proof of, at election petition, 446, 447 
agent, election, appointment of, 266 — 268 

disqualification of, for voting, 146 
fine against, 532 
none in municipal elections, 341 
payment of election expenses to be throuerh, 297, 208 
return by, as to candidate’s expenses, 335 — 337 
for party to election petition, privilege of, 467, 468 
of candidate for chairmanship of uiban district council, 375, 376 
urban district councillorship, 364 

agents other than election agents at parliamentary election, 2C8 — 273 
, canvassers, 272, 273 

unpaid workers, 269 — 271 
parliamentary, 410 
polling. See polling agent. 

Agreement, illegal, for withdrawal of petition, 434 
alderman as returning officer in municipal election, 310 
aldermen, county, election of, 361 

in municipal cxirporations, election of, 354, 3r)5 
of City of London, election of, 894, 305 
prepaiation of list of persons qualified to be, 205 
alien, disqualifications of, 140, 183 
alms, disqualifications by receipt of, 144, 145, 181, 183 
alphabetical order for burgess roll, 240 

names in register, 242 

amendment of municipal election petition, 494 

parliamentary election petition, 413. See aUo petitions. 

Appeal, Court of, appeal from revising barrister to, 256 
appeal from commissioner for municipal election petitions, 489 

interlocutory proceedings in municipal elections, 606 
order as to inspection of ballot papers etc. in municipal election, 611 
rej.ortof election commissioners, 469, 470 
appeal from revising barrister, 248 — 257 

altering register after, 257 
consolidation of appeals, 251 — 253 
objections to, 253 
costs of, 255 
Court of Appeal, to, 266 
fact, none on question of, 248 
hearing of, 263, 254 
mandamus, 254, 255 

notice of judgment of High Court on, 256, 257 
to respondent, 251 

revising barrister, 249 
preliminary objection, 254 
remission of case on, 254 
respondent, persons liable to oe made, 250 
special case stated in municipal election petition, 512 
on hearing of election petition , 460 
statement of case, 249, 250 

appointment of commissioner for municipal elections, 487, 488 
election commissioners, 463 
judges, 408 

revising barrister, 217 — 219 

apportionment of rent etc. for purposes of qiialifi-cation for county franchise, 151 
assignee of lease, qualification of, for county franchise, 154, 165 
assistants at parliamentary election, position of, 268 — 273 
canvassers, 272, 273 
unpaid workers, 269—271 
associations, political, agency of, 272, 273 
asylum, effect of confinement in, on household franchise, 164 
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attestation annexed to lodger's claim to vote, 207, 208 
Attorney-General, reports to be laid before, 462, 469, 619 
auditors, elective, in municipal corporation, election of, 355, 356 
authorised excuses and exceptions for corrupt or illegal practices, 398 — 408 
cost of application for, 476, 477, 622 
in municipal elections, 407, 408, 608 
parliamentary elections, 398 — 407 

illegal payments, expenses, or employment, 399 — i04 
irregularities as to return and declaration of expenses, 403 — 407 
payments after time limited, 404 

of disputed claim, or claim sent to candidate, 401, 403 
treating, undue influence, or illegal practice, 398, 399 
object and effect of, 398 
avoidance of election. See void election, 
baiting horses, payments for, foe conveyance to poll, 294 
ballot-boxes, construction of, 316 
opening of, 326 

provision of, at election of rural district councillors, 379, 3S0 
uiban district councillois, 372 
in general, 311 
sealing and custody of, 320 

chairman of urban district council cannot be elected by, 375 
criminal offences relating to, 634, 535, 538 
** ballot paper account, ” 320 

ballot paper, wrongful application for, 292, 293 

papers, criminal oftcncea connected with, 630, 631 
disposal of, 329--331, 350, 351 
formal requirements of, 316 
inspection of, 428, 511 

omission of withdrawn candidate's name from, 312, 31? 
rejected, 328, 329 

inspection of, 330 
scaling of, after counting, 329 

during interval of counting, 326, 327 
spoilt, 319, 320 

• striking off of votes improperly recorded on, 453 

poll for urban disti ict councillors by, 368 
secrecy of, 318, 534 
voting by, in City of London, 394 
bands of music, illegal payment for, at election, SOI 
bannei*s, illegal payment for, at election, 301, 347 
barrister at hearing of election petition, 442, 443 
corrupt practice by, 471, 485, 625 
barristers, revising. See revising barristers. See also counsel, 
bedesmen, qualification of, for county franchise, 149 
beginning of candidature for Parliament, 265, 266 
election, time of, 263, 264 

bill, election, failure to publish name of printer and publisher on, 296, 297 
illegal payments for exhibiting, 294 
municipal election, name of printer etc. to be on, 348 
blind voters, 317 

board of guardians, election of, 192, 3S9 — 392 
in metropolis, 397 
election of chairman of, 393 
booths, polling, use of, 310 

borough councils, metropolitan, elections in, 39o — 397 

elections, no sub-agents in, 267 ^ 

occupation franchise in, 166—161. See occupation franchise, 
owners of land in, not thereby qualified for county franchise, 16-, 

payment by, of costs of municiiial election petition, 622, 623 
register for, 139 

reserved rights of franchise in, 178 180 

bribery as corrupt practice, 281—293. See corrupt practices etc. 
misdemeanour, 629 

• avoidance of election through, 279 

municipal election, in case of, 346 
disqualification of parish councillor by, 387 


154 
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ELECTION S — continued. 

bribery, effect of conviction of, on right to vote, 141 
evidence of, 448 

no relief to candidate in case of, 399 
punisliment for, in early days, 135 
striking off votes for, 455, 456 
Bristol, freeholders and burgage tenants in, 179, 180 
burgage tenants, franchise of, 179, 180 
burgess roll in force on day of municipal election, 344 
making of, 246 

burgesses, register of, 244 — 248 
bye-election for board of guardians, 390 
county councillor, 357 
urban district councillor, 362 
parliamentary, 257 

Cambridge, qualification for burgess of borough of, 188, 189 
University of, election writ relating to, 258 
franchise of, 182 
notice of election for, 2G2, 263 

candidate, commencement of candidature of, in parliamentary election, 266, 266 
corruptly inducing withdrawal of, 301, 347 
death of, 307, 350 

disqualification of, 483 — 486, 524, 625 
notice of, 305, 306 
expenses of. See expenses etc. 

false statements as to character or conduct of, 298 — 300, 640 
withdrawal of 296, 347 

liability of, under “ parliamentary common law of agency,” 269- 
272 

nomination of, 273 — 278. See nomination of candidate, 
withdrawal of, 276, 344 

parish councillorship, 386, 388 
urban district councillorship, 306 
canvass, certain persons forbidden to, 538 
canvassers, 272, 273 
payment of, 303 

carriage, illegal hiring of, at election, 303, 348 * 

case, statement of, by revising barrister, 249, 260. See also special coso. 
casting vote at election of aldermen, 356 

chairman of urban district council, 376 
mayor, 353 

urban district councillor, 873 
of returning oflScer, 328 
casual vacancies in parish council, 382 

urban district council, 374, See also bye-election, 
certificate for expenses of overseers, 240 

town cleik, 247 

of chairman as to cjindidate for parish councillorship, 387, 383 
indemnity in municipal election petition, 614 

parliamentary election petition, 467 
judges on hearing of election petition, 460, 461 
naturalisation, production of, on hearing of election petition, 468 
relieving oflicers* expenses, revising barrister to make, 241 
cestui que trtust^ qualification of, for county franchise, 150 
chairman of board of guardians, election of, 393 
county council, election of, 359, 360 
parish council, election of, 389 
rural district council, election of, 382 
urban district council, election of, 376, 376 
chambers, judge at, election proceedings before, 423, 428, 435, 436 
character of candidate, false statements as to, 298 — 300, 540 
charity, colourable, as bribery, 287 

Christmas Day, candidate may not be nominated on, 277 

exclusion of, in calculations of time, 262, 414, 427 
City, of London, criminal offences in, relating to ballot, 636 
elections in, 394, 395 
municipals electors in, 190 
reserved rights in, 181 
secondary of, duty of, 202 
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claim before revising barrister, opposition to, 229, 230 
proof in support of objection, 230 — 232 
for franchise, proof of, 228, 229 
claims of voters, notice of, 205 — 209 
clergy as county aldermen, 361 

qualifications of, for county franchise, 149, 150 
clerk, election, illegal payment for, 300 

employment of, at parliamentary election, 268, 269 
in municipal election, 341 

of county council, account, and payment of expenses of, 246, 247 

costs against, on appeal from revising barrister, 255 
delivery by, of documents to revising barrister, 219, 221 
precepts to overseers, 1 95 
register, 24 1 

to, of lists by revising barrister, 237, 238 
misfeasance by, 637 

notice to, of appointment of revising barrister, 219 

judgment on appeal from revising barrister, 
256 

preparation of register by, 244, 216 

revising barrister may name as respondent to appeal, 
260 


supplemental list of votcis by, 243 
Crown, entries by, in return book, 333 
misfeasance by, 637 

no return to, in case of municipal election, 350 
notice to, of hearing of election petition, 439 
packets to be sent to, by returning officer, 329 
penal action against, 539 

return to, of elected member of Pailiament, 331, 332 
parish council, duties of, 382, 383 
rural district council as returning officer, 377 
urban disti ict council as returning officer, 362 
cockades, illegal payment for, at election, 301, 347 
colourable charity as bribery, 287, 288 
commencement of candidature for Parliament, 265, 266 
municipal candidature, 339 
parliamentary election, 263, 264 
commission for examination of witness, 430, 431, 611, 512 
commissioner for municipal election petitions, 486 — 491 
accommodation for, and attendance on, 489 
adjournment of trial by, 489 
appeal from, 489 
appointment, 487, 488 
criminal jurisdiction, 637 
death etc. of, 488 
inquiries by, 488, 489 
qualifications, 487 
remunei ation, 490, 491 
reservation of question of law, 489 
staff, 489, 490 
title of court, 491 

commissioners, election, appointment of, 138 
committee room, illegal payment for, 301, 346 

use of school, licensed premises etc., as, 304 


committee rooms, lawful number of, 295 o.o am 

unlawful use of, in municipal elections, 
committees, parliamentary, former judicial proceedings 
common councilmen of City of London, election of, 394, 395 
** common hall elections in, 190, 394, 395 
common informer, penal action by, 637 ^ ? i.* ^ 

Commons, House of, action by, on report of judges on election y 

member of. mav not be commissioner for municipal eiecuon 


petition, 487 

compartments of polling stations, 310, 316, 372 nf t264 

coniuct and management of eicct.on, “ 

of candidate, false stalemenU as to, 29S— 300, 610 
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conduct of election. See parliamentary election efc. ; municipal election etc. 

connivance of candidate, effect of absence of, 398, 899, 407 

consent, person nominated candidate without, 2G5 

consolidation of appeals from revising barrister, 251 — 263 

constable, certificate enabling, to vote at special station, 811 

contempt of court at election petitions, 488, 614 

contents of petition, 414, 416 

contract, illegal, relating to municipal election, 346, 346 
to procure return of member of Parliament, 333 
conveyance of electors, illegal hiring for, 303 

payment for, 293, 294, 845, 346 
conveyances, fraudulent to create votes, 163, 637 
co-owners, qualification of, for county franchise, 162 
copies of register, account of sales of, 246 

duties of town clerk etc. respecting, 244 
copyholders, qualification of, for county franchise, 163, 164 
corporate office, meaning of, 492 

corrections in list, revising barrister to read aloud, 237 
corrupt and illegal practices list, omissions from, 216, 217 

removal of name from, 209 
to be appended to register, 242 
practices at parliamentary election, 281 — 293 
bribery, 281 — ^289 

instances of, 288, 289 
proof of, 286 — 288 
false statutory statement, 293 
personation, 292, 293 
treating, 289 — 291 
undue influence, 291, 292 

authorised excuses for, 398 — 408. See authorised excusca 
avoidance of municipal election by, 346 
disqualification of candidate by, 483 — 486 
effect of conviction for, on right to vote, 141 
inquiry into, 463. See election commissioners, 
prosecution for, before election court, 635 — 637 
report as to, 461, 462, 618, 619 

corruption at elections, 278 — 281. See also corrupt practices, 
costs of appeal from revising barrister, 260, 266 
where appeals consolidated, 252, 253 
municipal election petition, 520 — 623 
security for, 494, 495, 498 
parliamentary election petition, 472 — 483 

application for relief in case of illegal practice, costs of, 476, 477 
of High Court principles, 477 
circumstances to be regarded, 472 
Hi rector of Public Prosecutions, costs of, 476 
disagreement of judges as to, 474 
discretion of court, 477 
election commissioners, costs of, 481 — 483 
general rule, 472 

grounds for special order, 472 — 474 
non-payment of, 480 
office fees, 479 

order for payment by county, borough, or individual, 474, 475 
payment out of money deposited, 479, 480 
returning officer, costs of, 476 
security for, 419 — 422 
taxation and recovery, 478 
witnesses, costs of, 477, 478 
prosecution for personation, 627 

revising barrister’s jurisdiction over, 238, 239. See also expenses, 
councillors, election of, 339 — 362 

agents, workers and assistants. 341, 342 
bands of music, illegal payments for, 347 
corrupt practices, 345 
county council, in case of, 866 — 359 
disturbance at, 349 

expenses, return and declaration as to, 361, 862 
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B LEOTION S — coiUinued, 

councillorSi election of — continued. 

false statement as to withdrawal, 347 
freedom of, 345 
illegal employment, 348 
hiring, 348, 349 
payments, 347 
practices, 345, 346, 349 
lolnt candidates, 346 
limit of expenses, 346, 347 

municipal borough, in case of, 182- -190. See municipal borough etc, 

nomination, 342 — 344 

notice of, 340 

placards and posters, 348 

poll, 349—351 

procui’ing improper votes, 347 
returning officer, 340 
time for, 339, 340 
unauthorised payments, 349 
unlawful committee rooms, 348, 349 
wards, whcie borough has, 339 
preparation of list of persons qualilictl to be, 205 
counsel at hearing of election petition, 442, 443 

cannot be heard at revising barrister’s couit, 222. See also barrister, 
counterfoils, inspection of, 428, 429, 611 

coantics, notice in, to persons desiring to be placed on register, 199 
occupation franchise in, 161, 162 

ownership fianchiso for, 146 — 155. jSetf ownership franchise etc. 
reserved lights of franchise in, 177 
“counting agents,” 326 

counting votes at election of board of guardians, 392 

rural district councillors, 381 
urban district councillors, 373, 374 
in municipal election, 351 

parliamentary election, 326 — 329 
cc;inty aldermen, election of, 361 

council, cleik of. See clerk of county council, 
election of chairman of, 359, 300 

councillors of, 190, 191, 356—339 
elections, petition in case of, 499 
court, taxation of returning officer's expenses by, 334 
electors, register of, 244 — 248 
register for, 139 

CJourt of Appeal, appeal from revising barrister to, 256 
revising barrister, 220 — 223 

covertuie, disqualification for municipal franchise by, 183 

no disqualification for parochial franchise by, 191 
criminal offences, 625 — 637 

jurisdiction of election court, 535 — 537 
felonies, 526 — 528 

indictable misdemeanours, 628 — 532 
offences summarily triable, 532 — 535 

criminating question, witness at election petition must answer, 450, 466, 467 
Crown, Clerk of. See Cleik of Crown. 

employment in seivice of, franchise by virtue of occupation in, 173 
office, issue of writs by, 257 

transmission of case to, on appeal from revising barrister, 250 
person holding office under, cannot be levising barrister, 218, 219 
customary tenants, qualification of, for county franchise, 153, 154 
“dead,” addition of, by overseeis to name on list in certain cases, 202, 204 
death, effect of sentence of, on right to vote, 141 
of candidate before poll, 307 

chairman of urban district council, 375 
commissioner for municipal election petitions, 488 
election agent or sub-agent, 267 
commissioner, 464 
member of Parliament, 257 
election petition after, 418 
municipal candidate, 350 
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E LE CTION S — continued. 

death of iperson giving notice of objection to voter, effect of, 216 
petitioner in municipal election petition, 608 

or respondent in parliamentary election petition, 435 
respondent to municipal election petition, 490, 609 
deaths, return of, to overseers of parish, 198 

deceased persons, expunging of names of, by revising barrister, 232 
declaration as to expenses, authorised excuses for irregularity in, 406 — 407 
by municipal candidate, 361, 852 
parliamentary candidate, 336 — 338 
failure to make, 298 
false, 629 

by appellant or respondent in consolidated appeal from revising 
banister, 252 

person nominated candidate in his absence, 265 
of election of parish councillor, 386, 387 

rural district councillor, 381, 382 
urban district councillor, 374, 376 
misdescription, revising barrister may act on, 226 
parliamentary candidate, 264 — 266 
residence in lodger’s claim to vote, 207 
result of municipal election, 351 

parliamentary election, 331 
secrecy of ballot, 318 

denization, letters of, effect of, on right to vote, 1 40 

deposit, security by, for costs of municipal election petition, 494 

parliamentary election petition, 422 
deputy, appointment of, by sheiiff as returning oflScer, 268, 269 
chairman of London County Council, 397 
of returning oflScer, ciiminal offence by, 630 
returning officer for election of county councillors, 857 

ruial district councillors, 377, 881 
urban district councillors, 363, 373 

revising barristers, 219 

description, inaccurate, in list of voters, effect of, 200, 206 

insufficient, expunging of name by revising barrister for, 233 
of candidate in nomination paper, 274, 276 
directions to voters, 316 

Director of Public Prosecutions, action by, on report of Election Commissioners, 

471 

costs of, 475, 621 

prosecution by, for personation, 627, 628 
rights and duties of, at election petition, 442 — 444, 
614, 616 

on withdrawal of election 
petition, 433, 434 

disagreement of judges, effect of, on costs of petition, 472 — 474 
discovery in election petition, no order for, 430 
disfranchised persons, publication of list of, 196 
disfranohisement of borough or district, 138 
disputed claim, authorised excuse for payment of, 4d4 
disqualification of municipal candidate, 624, 525 

parliamentary candidate, 483 — 486 
dissenting minister, qualification of, for county franchise, 160 
dissolution of Parliament before hearing of election petition, effect of, 422 
while election petition pending, 435, 436 
district council, urban. See urban district council. 

councils, election of councillors of, 191, 192 
disturbance at municipal election, 349 

public meeting during election, 800 
divided borough, returning officer for, 259 
** division registers * * of county, 245 
documents, mode of publication of, 199, 200 

production of, at election petition, 462 
double entries on list, revising barrister’s duties with regard to, 234, 236 
method of selection, 235, 236 
returns of members of Parliament, 382, 338, 638, 639 
duress, corrupt practice by employment of, 292 
dwelling-houses, duties of overseers with respect to, 196 
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dwelling-houses, qualification of occupiers of, 163 
election agent. &:e agent. 

commissioners, 463 — 472 
action against, 472 
appointment, 138, 463, 464 
costs of, 481 — 483 
death etc. of one of, 464 
meetings, 464, 466 
oath by, 464 

perjury before, 467, 468, 471 
persons eligible, 464 

privilege of solicitors and agents, 467, 468 
report by, 468 — 471 

effect on persons reported, 471 

hearing of, and appeal by, person reported, 469, 470 
laying of, before Parliament, 470 
scope of inquiry, 466, 466 
staff of, 464 

witnesses, expenses of, 471 

summoning of, questions to, and liability of, 466— 468 
court, criminal jurisdiction of, 635 — 637 

for municipal election petitions, 486 
judges, appointment of, 408 
petitions. See petitions. 

elective auditors in municipal corporation, election of, 365, 366 
electoral divisions for election of county councillors, 358 
eleemosynary occupation, effect of, on household franchise, 166 
employees in municipal election, 341 
employer, grant of leave of absence by, for voting, 289 
employment, colourable, as bribery, 287 
illegal, illegal etc. 

occupation by virtue of, franchise by, 172 — 174 
entertainment, provision of, may be corrupt practice, 289, 290 
equitable interest, qualification for county franchise by, 147 
ifv'idence at municipal election petition, 616, 617 

trial of offences relating to ballot papers etc., 631 
documentary, at election petition, 452 
duplicate of notice of objection to voter as, 216 
election petition need not state, 415 
of agency and corrupt practice, 446, 447 
bribery, 286 — 288 

on commission in election petition, 430, 431 
production of, before revising barrister, 222 
recriminatory, at election petition, 453, 454 
rewards for, 448 

subsequent statement of agent not receivable as, against candidate, 273. 
See also proof. 

examination of witness on commission, 430, 431, 511, 512 

exceptions for corrupt or illegal practices, 398 — 408. See authorised excuses etc. 
excessive expenditure of candidate as illegal practice, 295, 296 
excuses and exceptions, authorised, for corrupt etc. practices, 398 — 403. Ses 

authorised excuses etc. 
execution for costs of election petition, 478 
Exeter, freeholders and burgage tenants in, 179, 180 
expenses, false declaration of, as criminal offence, 529 
illegal, authorised excuses for, 399 — 404 
legal, at election, examples of, 302 

of candidate for chairmanship of urban district council, 375, 376 
mayoralty, 363 
ofiSce of aldermen, 355 

chairman of county council, 360 
county alderman, 361 
elective auditor, 366 

clerk of county council, account and payment of, 246, 247 
town clerk, account and payment of, 247, 248 
conveying electors by sea, 296 
creating polling districts etc., defrayment of, 309 
** election court,'* 411 
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expenses of election in City of London, 395 

of urban district councillors, 363, 364, 373 
rural district councillors, 380 
municipal election, 346, 347, 850 
overseers, account of, 240, 241 

rclievinp: officers, certification of, by revising barristers, 241 
returning officer, 277, 333 — 336 

not included in maximum allowed, 295 
witnesses before election commissioners, 471 
personal, of candidate, 295, 301 

not included in maximum allov^ed, 295 
publication of summary of, 338 
letum of, failure to make, 298, 836 
inspection of, 338 

irregularity in, excuses for, 405 — 407 
necessity for, in municipal elections, 361, 352 

parliamentary elections, 335 — 337 

time for payment of, 298 
tiavclling, pa3'ment of, ns bribery, 288, 289 
See also costs. 

fact, decision of revising barrister on question of, 24 8 
false answer by voter to certain questions a cnminal offence, 530, 632 
declaration by candidate or agent, 338, 346, 629 
return of member of Pailiamcnt, 332 

statement as to cliaractcr or conduct of candidate, 298 — 300 
withdrawal of candidate, 29(5, 34 7 
injunction against, 640 
statutory statement as corrupt practice, 293 
fee simple, qualification for county franchise by, 146 
tail, qualification for county franchise by, 146 
fees not to be given or taken in relation to election writ, 2C0, 261 
felonies, 625—628 
felons, right of, to vote, 141, 184 

females, disqualification of, for parliamentary vote, 140 
qualification of, for municipal fianchise, 183 
fines by revising barrister, 239 

for certain offences, 632, 635 
application of, 539 

flags, illegal payment for, at election, 301, 347 

flats, houscliold franchise by occupation of, 168 

foifeitiire of recognisances in municipal election petition, 521, 522 

forgery of nomination paper, 532 

form, non-compliance with, by returning officer, 261 

franchise for election of board of guardians, 192 

councillors of county council, 190, 191 

municipal borough, 182 — 190. See muni- 

cipal borough etc. 

parish and district councils, 191, 192 
elections in universities, 192, 193 
municipal elections, 182 — 193 

elections included in municipal elections, 182 
parliamentary elections, 139 — 182 
aliens, 140 

alms, persons in receipt of, 144, 145 
corruption, persons convicted of, 141, 142 
felons, 141 
females, 140 

household franchise, 163 — 174. See liouschold franchise, 
lodger franchise, 174 — 177 
lunatics and idiots, liO 

medical relief, out of poor rate, persons receiving, 142 
offenders against election laws, 141 
old-age pensioners, 143 

ownership franchise for counties, 146 — 155. See ownership 

franchise etc. 

parents of children receiving public aid, 143 
parochial relief, persons iccciving, 148, 144 
paupers, 142 
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franchise for parliamentary elections — eontinu^d. 
peers, 1-10 

personal qualifications, 1 39 

property qualifications, 146—181, See ownership ; occupation ; 

bousebold ; lodger etc. 
registration, 139 

reserved rights in boroughs, 178 — 180 
City of London, 181 
counties, 177 

returning officers and election agents, 145 
universities, 181, 182 

fraud of agent, avoidance of election by, 293 
fraudulent conveyances to create votes, 163, 637 

freedom of election, 278 — 281, 345. See also corrupt practices ; illegal practices, 
freehold, qualification for county franchise by, 145, 146 
in case of clergy, 149, 160 

freeliolders in certain towns, special franchise of, 179, 180 

not of inheritance, reserved rights of, in counties, 177 
Freeman’s Roll, 179 
freemen, franchise of, 178, 179 

in City of London, 181 
list of, 202, 243 

non-resident, revising barrister’s duty in respect of, 237 
notice of claims by, 208 

reserved rights of, no application to municipal franchise, 189 
frivolous and vexatious proceedings before revising barrister, 238, 239 
Good Friday, candidate may not be nominated on, 277 

exclusion of, m calculations of time, 262, 414, 427 
guardians, board of, election of, 192, 389 — 392, 397 

chairman of, 393 

head-money, report by election commissioners as to payment by way of, 463, 469 
hearing of municipal election petition, 612 — 518 
contempt of court, 614 

Director of Public Prosecutions, attendance and duties of, 514, 615 
• evidence, 616, 617 
formal objection, 616 
jurisdiction of election court, 615 
notice of, 613 
order of trial, 512 

postponements and adjournments, 513 

procedure and practice, 616, 617 

recriminatory case, 616, 517 

reservation of question of law, 617 

scope of inquiry, 617 

scrutiny, 517 

shorthand writer, 614 

time, place, and mode of, 613, 616, 516 

witnesses, 613, 614 

hearing of parliamentary election petition, 437 — 460 
adjournment, 439 
after expiiution of rota, 439 
change of venue, 438 
conclusiveness of register, 455 
contempt of court, 440 
counsel, 442, 443 

Director of Public Pioseoutions, rights and duties of, 442, 44? 
evidence, documents of, 462, 454 

of agency and corrupt practices, 446, 447 
recriminatory, 463 
rewards for, 448 
formal objection, 446 
illness etc. of judge, 440 
limits of parties’ duties at, 443, 444 
order of trial, 437 
iprocedure, 446 

production of documents and telegrams, 452 
questions of law and special case, 459, 460 
recount, 468, 469 
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hearing of parliamentary election petition — contimicd, 
scrutiny, 464, 466 
shorthand writers, 440 
striking oflf votes, 466 — 468 
time and place, 438 
notice of, 438, 439 

witnesses, examination etc. of, 440, 441, 448, 449 
questions admissible, 449, 460 
respondent as witness, 461, 462 
hiring Illegal. See illegal etc. 
hoardings, advertisement, illegal payments for, 294 
horses, illegal hiring of, at election, 303, 348 

stabling or b^aiting for conveyance to poll, 294 
hospitals, qualification of inmates of, for county franchise, 148, 149 
House of Commons, action by, on report of judges on election petition, 463 

member of, may not be commissioner for municipal election 
petition, 487 

household franchise, 163—174 

dwelling-house, qualification of occupier of, 163 

inhabitancy, 164, 166 

interest in qualifying property, 166 

joint occupation, 167 

lodgers, 168, 169 

proof of tenancy agreement, 166, 167 
rating, necessity of, for, 170 — 172 
service franchise, 172 — 174 
rating in case of, 174 
successive occupation, 166 
identity of candidate in nomination paper, 274 

voter must be sufficiently described to establish, 233 
idiot, disqualification of, 140 
illegal agreement for withdrawal of petition, 434 

payment, employment or hiring as criminal offence, 634 

at municipal elections, 346 — 349 
parliamentary elections, 300 — 304 * 
authorised excuses for, 399 — 404 
evidence of, 448 
illegal practice by, 300 
striking off vote for, 466 — 457 

practices, 293 — 300 

as criminal offence, 630 
at election of urbdih district councillors, 368 
authorised excuses for, 398 — 408. See authorised excuses, 
avoidance of municipal election by, 845 — 349 
by illegal payment, employment or hiring, 300 
disqualification of parish councillors by, 387 
disturbance of public meeting, 300 
effect of conviction for, on right to vote, 141 
excessive expenditure, 296, 296 
failure to make return of expenses, 298 
false statement as to character or conduct, 288 — 300 
withdrawal of candidate, 296 
inducing prohibited person to vote, 296 
payments for advertisement hoardings, 294 
conveyance to poll, 293, 294 
excessive committee rooms, 294, 295 
not within prescribed time, 298 
otherwise than through election agent, 297, 298 
printing of hill etc., without name of printer and publisher, 296. 297 
prosecution for, before election court, 636 — 637 
publication of list of persons guilty of, 196 
report as to, 461, 462, 618, 619 
summary conviction for, 633, 634 
Illiterate voters, 317 

imprisonment, effect of, on household franchise, 164 
inadvertence, illegal expenses or payments through, 399, 400 
irregularity in return of expenses through, 405 
in case of municipal election 407 
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ELECTION S •'"‘OOTittiittcd, 
incapable TOters, 317 

incapacitated persons, expunging of name of, by revising barrister, 233 
incriminating question, witness at election petition must answer, 450 

before election commissioneis must answer, 466, 
467 

incumbent, qualification of, for county franchise, 149 
indemnity, certificate of, in municipal election petition, 514 

parliamentary election petition, 467 
indictable misdemeanours, 528 — 532 
indictment, form of, for corrupt practice, 529 
personation, 528 

influence undue. See undue influence. 

inhabitant occupier, distinction between occupier and, 168, 1C9 
qualification of, 163 ^ seq, 

injunctions, 539, 540 

inquiries by commissioner for municipal election petition, 488, 489 
overseers before preparation of lists of voters, 196 — 199 
into corrupt practices, 463. See election commissioners, 
inspection of assessment to taxes by overseers, 198 

ballot papers and other documents, 351, 428, 429, 511 
rejected ballot papers etc., 330 
occupiers' list of voters, 203 

overseers' account of expenses of registration duties, 240 
ownership list of voters, 202 

return of candidate's expenses etc., 338, 351, 352 
returns of deaths made to overseers of parish, 198 
Interlocutory proceedings in municipal election petition, 505 — 512 
appeal from, 506 
countermanding trial, 611 
death of petitioner, 508 
respondent, 609 
dismissal of petition, 608 

examination of witness on commission, 511, 512 
filing cojiies of orders and particulars, 512 
hearing of, 605 

inspection of ballot papers or countei foils, 611 
jurisdiction of High Court, 506 
notice of, 506 

intention not to oppose petition, 608 
to admit and produce, 611 
particulars, 606, 607 
recount, 612 

recriminatory case, particulars of, 607 
relief against corrupt and illegal practices, 603 
report on withdrawal, 610 
statement of case to High Court, 512 
substitution of petitioner, 608 — 510 
withdrawal of petition, 609, 610 

interlocutory proceedings in parliamentary election petition, 422 — 437 
by whom tried, 422, 423 
copies of ordeis, 430 
countermanding notice of trial, 436 
death etc. of petitioner or respondent, 436 
discovery, no jurisdiction to order, 430 
dismissal of petition, 436 
evidence on commission, 430, 431 
in recriminatory case, 427 

inspection of ballot papers and other documents, 428, 429 
list of votes objected to, delivery of, 426 
particulars, 423, 424 

amendment of, 424, 426 
recounts, 427, 428 
service of notices, 430 
statement of petition as special case, 436 
appeal, 437 

* withdrawal of petition, 431 — 436 

affidavits in support of, 432, 433 
illegal agreements for, 434, 436 
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interlocutory proceedings in parliamentary election petition — continued, 
withdrawal of petition — continued. 
report on, 435 

substitution of petitioner, 433, 434 
interrogatories, no order for, in election petition, 430 
interruption at nomination of candidate, 277 
of poll, 307 

intimidation, avoidance of election by, 280, 346 

intoxicating liquor, use of places for sale of, ns polling places, 371 

premises licensed for, etc. ns committee room, 304, 348 
Ireland, special scale of expenditure allowed at election in, 29G 
irregularity as to return of expenses, authorised excuses for, 406 — 407 
Jewish voters, 317 

joint municipal candidates, limit of expenses of, 346 
occupation, effect of, on county franchise, 162 

household franchise, 167 
lodger franchise, 176 
municipal franchise, 189 
occupation franchise in boroughs, 157 
judge at chambers, election proceedings before, 423 
judges, appointment of revising barristers by, 218 
election, appointment of, 408 

jurisdiction of, 410, 411 

jury, person charged vrith corrupt practice may be tried by, 533 
justice of peace guilty of corrupt practice, 471, 485, 625 
metropolitan, canvassing by, 538 
offences triable before, 533, 634 

land, meaning of, for purposes of occupation franchise in boroughs, 167, 158 
law, appeal from revising barrister on question of, 248 — 257. See appeal from etc. 

reservation of question of, at election petition, 469, 489 617 
leaseholders, qualification of, for county franchise, 164, 166 
legal estate, bare, no qualification for county franchise by, 147 
expenses at election, examples of, 302 
letters of denization, effect of, on right to vote, 140 
licensed premises, bribery or treating on, 471, 485, 525 
use of, as committee room, 804, 348 
polling place, 371 

life estate, qualification for county franchise by, 140, 147 
facts constituting life estate, 148 
liquor. See intoxicating liquor, 
lists, destruction of, 637 

mode of publication of, 199, 200 
of disfranchised persons, publication of, 196 
parliamentary election petitions, 437 
persons who have not paid rates, preparation of, 197, 198 
voters, delivery of, by overseers, 217 
objection to, 209 — 217 
delivery of lists, 21 7 
form of notice, 210, 211, 214 
grounds of objection, 213 

lists of persons objected to etc. to be made, 216, 217 
objection to omission from corrupt etc practices list, 216 
persons to whom notice given, 210 — 212 
revival of, after objector’s death, 216 
right to object, 209, 210 
service of, 214, 215 
withdrawal of, 216 
printing of, 241 — 244 

registration of. See register of voters ; preparation of lists etc. j 
revising barrister, 
supplemental, 243 

to be delivered to revising barrister, 221 
transmission of, by revising barrister, 237, 233 
liverymen, election of, in common hall, 394, 396 
franchise of, 181 
notice of claims by, 208 
preparation of list of, 202 

local government election, prohibited person voting at, 635 
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lodger, distinction between inhabitant occupier and, 168, 169 
franchise, 174 — 177, 189 

notice of claim for, 207, 208, 228, 229 
list, new, preparation of, 204 
old, preparation of, 204 

not a tenant for purpose of household franchise, 165 
London, administrative county of, register in, 245 
City of, municipal electors in, 190 

petition in case of elections for, 499, 500 
reserved rights in, 181 
county councillors, election of, 397 

criminal offences in, relating to ballot, 635. See also metropolis. 
University of, election writ relating to, 258 
franchise of, 182 
notice of election for, 263 

Lord Chief Justice, appointment of revising bani'^ters by, 218 
Lord Mayor of London, election of, 394 
lunatic, disqualification of, to vote, 140, 164 
mandamus against revising barrister, 254, 256 
to enforce municipal election, 339 

will not lie in certain cases where petition available, 504 
marriage, disqualification for municipal franchise by, 183 
no disqualification for parochial fianchise by, 191 
master in Crown OflSce, transmission of case to, on appeal from revising barrister, 
250 

of Supreme Court, appointment and jurisdiction of, 409, 410 
mayor as returning officer, 260, 340, 357 
election of, 352, 353 

Lord Mayor of London, 394 
notice of bearing of election petition to, 438, 439 
penal action against, 538 
** mayor's auditor,” 355 

mayoralty, payments and expenses of candidate for, 363 
medical relief, effect of receipt of, on franchise, 142, 183, 192 
itieeting, public, disturbance at, during election, 300 
member of Pailiament, certificate of return of, SSI 

false and double returns, 332 
death of, 257 

disabilities of, 218, 219, 442 
viefiM rea^ necessity for, in personation, 292, 293 
messengers, employment and payment of, 268, 269, 300, 341 
metropoliB, arrangement of lists of voters in, 242 
elections in, 393 — 397 

boards of guardians, 397 
corporation of City of I^ondon, 394, 395 
general principles, 393, 394 
London County Council, 397 
metropolitan borough councils, 395 — 397 
municipal franchise in, 190 

metropolitan borough councils, election petition in case of, 600, 601 

elections in, 395 — 397 

minister, dissenting, qualification of, for county franchise, 160 
ministers of religion as county aldermen, 361 
misconduct in polling station, 321, 634 
misdemeanour, effect of, on right to vote, 141 
misdemeanours, indictable, 528 — 632 
-misdescription in list of voters, 200, 206, 208, 209 
misfeasance by public officers, 637 
mistake by returning officer, effect of, 261 

in lists of voters, correction of, by revising barrister, 223 
mortgagee, qualification of, for county franchise, 150 
mortgagor, qualitication of, for county franchise, 160, 151 
municipal borough, election of councillors of, 182 — 190 

burgess, for municipal elections, meaning of, 182 . 

^ personal qualification of, 182 — 184 

property qualifications of, 184 — 189 
in the metropolis, 190 
municipal elections, conduct of, 338 — 398 
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municipal elections, conduct dt-^ontinued. 

authorised excuses for corrupt and illegal practices in, 407, 408 
election of aldermen in municipal corporations, S54, 855 
board of guardians, 389 — 392 
chairman of board of guardians, 393 
county council, 359, 360 
parish council, 889 
rural district council, 882 
urban district council, 376, 376 

councillors in municipal corporations, 339 — 362. See councillors, 
election of. 

of county council, 366 — 369 

parish council, 382 — 389. See parish council etc, 
rural district council, 376 — 382. See rural district 
council etc. 

urban district council, SCI — 375. See urban district 
council etc. 
county aldermen, 361 

elective auditors in municipal corporation, 366, 350 
mayor, 362, 353 

elections in metropolis, 393 — 397. See metropolis, elections in, 
university elections, non-parliamentary, 398 
municipal election list, 499 

meaning of, in special cases, 499, 602, 603 
elections, franchise for, 182 — 193. See franchise etc. 
music, illegal payment for, at election, 301, 317 
name of printer etc. to be on municipal election bills, 348 
names of voters, arrangement and numbeiing of, 237, 242, 218. 245 
double entry of, 234 — 236 
expunging of, 232, 234, 237 
wrongful use of, 292, 293 

naturalisation certificate, production of, on hearing of election petition, 458 
effect of, on right to vote, 140 
new lodger list, preparation of, 204 

nomination of municipal candidate for board of guardians, 392 * 

rural district councillorship, 378, 879 
urban district councillorship, 364 — 368 
in general, 342 — 344 
parliamentary candidate, 273 — 278 

charges and expenses of returning officer, 277 
declaration of election when no opposition, 276 
essentials to validity of, 273 — 276 
interruption at, 277 
nomination papers, provision of, 273 
objections to, 276 
persons present at, 275 

publication of name of nominated candidate, 276 
university elections, in case of, 278 
withdrawal of candidate, 276 
paper, criminal offences connected with, 630 — $32 
for election of parish councillor, 383, 884 
rural district councillor, 878 
urban district councillor, 864, 365, 867 
objection to, 276 

Nonconformist minister, qualification of, for county franchise, 160 
non-resident freemen, revising barrister’s duty in respect of, 237 
list, preparation of, 205 

Norwich, freeholders and burgage tenants in, 179, 180 
notice by overseers before preparation of lists of voters, 196 — 199 
respondent to municipal election petition, 497 
of appeal against report of election commissioners, 470 
revising barrister, 249, 251 
claims of voters, 206 — 209, 228 
disqualification of candidate, 805, 306 

holding of court by revising barrister, 220 ‘ 

intention not to oppose election petition, effect of, 416 
interlocutory proceedings in municipal elections, 606 
judgment of court on appeal from revising barrister, 256 
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notice of meeting etc. of election commissioners, 465 
municipal election, 840 
nomination for board of guardians, 392 

of rural district councillors, 378, 879 
objection to lists of voters, 209 — 217. See lists of voters, objection to. 
parish meeting to elect parish councillors, 383 
parliamentary election, 261 — 263 
poll in municipal election, countermanding of, 350 
parliamentary election, 305 

preliminary objection to appeal from revising barrister, 254 
presentation of municipal election petition, 498 

parliamentary election petition, 418, 419 
proposal to expunge name by revising barrister in certain cases, 234 
res^t of election of rural district councillors, 381, 382 
urban district councilloi-s, 374, 376 
trial of municipal election petition, 513 

parliamentary election petition, 438, 439 
withdrawal of candidate for post of urban district councillor, 366 
to produce and admit, 429, 611 
notices, destruction of, 637 

mode of publication of, 199, 200 
service of, 430 

See also publication. 

Nottingham, freeholders and burgage tenants in, 179, 180 
numbering of names on register, 242, 243, 245 
oath, administration of, beforo rovining banister, 222, 231 
to voters, 319, 322 

“objected,” addition of, by oveisceis to name on list in certain cases, 202, 204 
objection before revising barrister, costs of unreasonable etc., 238, 239 

notice of etc , 229, 230 

proof in support of, 230 — 232 

to entry of name on list of voters, 209 — 217, See lists of voters 
nomination papers for councillors’ election, 343 
overseers* account of expenses of registration duties, 240 
occupation by servant, effect of, 152, 153 
^ franchise, 155 — 162 

boroughs, 158 — 162 

essential requirements, 158, 159 
estate, occupier must have some, 162 
joint and successive occupiers, 159 
meaning of “occupy,** 161, 162 
“tenement,” 160 
nature of qualification, 159 — 161 
value, mode of estimating, 161 
claim for, before revising barrister, 228, 229 
counties, 156, 157 

occupier, Inhabitant, distinction between lodger and, 168, 169 
qualification of, 163 et 

occupiers list, notice of claim in respect of, 207 
preparation of, 203, 204 

office, franchise by occupation of, in borough, 168 

occupation by virtue of, franchise by, 172 — 174 
of election agent or sub-agent, 267, 268 
officer, presiding. See presiding officers. 

registration, duty of, 194 
old-age pensioners, right of, to vote, 143 
old burgess franchise, 184 — 188 
lodger list, pre^iaration of, 204 
opposition. J^e objection. 

Order in Council, alteration of precept etc. by, 195 

number of revising barristers may be altered by, 217 
order of candidate, illegal practice contrary to, 398, 399 
names in register, 242 
polling districts, 243 

“ ordinary election ** of board of guardians, 390 
• urban district councillors, 361, 362 

outlaw cannot be registered, 141 

overseers, attendance and duties of, before revising barrister, 221, 222, 231 
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overseers, duties of, relating to election of parish councillors, 882, 883 

payments of expenses of election commissioners, 
481 — 483 

registration, 194, 201 — 206 

account and allocation of expenses, 239 — 241 
delivery of lists, 217, 221 
notice of objection to list, 210 
preliminary inquiries and notices, 196 — 199 

misfeasance by, 637 

notice to and by, of result of election of rural district councillors, 882 
revising barrister may name as respondents to appeal, 250, 252 
summary jurisdiction over, 532 
owner of dwelling-house, qualification of, 163 
ownership franchise for counties, 146—166 
by cestui que trusty 160 
clergy, 149, 160 
co-owners, 162 
copyholders, 153, 164 
leaseholders, 154, 165 
mortgagee, 150 
mortgagor, 160, 161 
owners of estates for life, 146, 147 

facts constituting estate for life, 148 
freehold estate of inheritance, 145, 146 
in case of clergy, 149, 160 
land in boroughs, 152, 163 
rentcharge, 147 
trustee, 160 

fraudulent conveyances to create, 153 
hospitals, by inmates of, 148 

land in boroughs, no qualification by, 152, 154, 155 
yearly value, mode of fixing for purposes of, 160, J61 
list, misdescription in, 206 

preparation of, by overseers, 201, 202 
Oxford, city of, qualification for burgess of, 188, 189 

University of, election writ relating to, 258 ‘ 

franchise of, 181, 182 
notice of election for, 262, 263 
parish council, election of chaiiman of, 389 

councillors of, 382 — 389 

avoidance of election by bribery etc. 387 
casual vacancies, 882 
chairman’s certificate, 387 
publication of, 888 
declaration of election, 385, 387 
result of poll, 389 
electors, 191, 192 
nomination papers, 383, 384 
order of business, 386 
parish meeting, 383 
poll, 386, 388 
returning officer, 382, 383 
voting, 385, 386 

withdrawal of candidate, 385, 888 
meeting for election of parish councillors, 388 
Parliament, committees of, former judicial proceedings by, 135, 136 
member of, cannot be revising barrister, 218, 219 
parliamentary borough, returning officer for, 269 

** parliamentary common law of agency,** candidate’s liability under, 269 — ^272 
parliamentary election, conduct of, 267 — 338 
appointment of assistants etc., 268 
canvassers, 272, 273 
election agent, 266, 267 
polling agents, clerks etc., 268, 269 
sub-agents, 267 

unpaid workers, 269, 270 * 

candidates, 264 — 266 
commencement, 263, 264 
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parliamentary election, conduct of — continued, 

corrupt practices, 281 — 203. See corrupt practices etc. 
counting the votes, 326 — 329 
declaration of result, 331 
disposal of ballot papers, 329 — 331 

expenses of candidate, return and declaration of, 335 — 333 
letuming officer, 833 — 335 
freedom of, 278 — 281. See also corrupt practices, 
illegal hiring, 303, 304 

payments, 300 — 303 

pmctices, 293 — 300. See illegal practices* 
nomination, 273 — 278. See nomination etc* 
notice of election, 261 — 263 
poll, 305 — 326. See poll, 
return of member elected, 331 — 333 
returning officer, 268 — 261 
writ, 257 

parochial electors, register of, 246 
franchise, 191, 192 

relief, effect of, on right to vote, 142 — 144, 183 

list of persons receiving, to be ascertained, 198, 199 
particulars in municipal election petition, 606, 607 

parliamentary election petition, 423 — 425 
paupers, disqualilicatioQ of, for voting, 142 
payment, illegal. See illegal payment. 

of election expenses, time for, 298 

to be throngh election agent, 297, 208 
payments by candidate for mayoralty, 853 

office of alderman, 355 

chairman of county council, 360 
county alderman, 361 
elective auditor, 356 

peer as county alderman, 361 

disqualification of, for parliamentary franchise, 140 
qualification of, for municipal franchise, 183 
penal actions, 537 — 539 

servitude, effect of, on franchise, 141 
penalty. See punishment, 
pensioners, old-age, right of, to franchise, 143 
perjury at municipal election petition, 514 
incapacity by reason of, 525 
parliamentaiy election petition, 440, 450, 451 
incapacity by reason of, 486 
before election commissioners, 467, 4G8, 471 
false testimony created, by statute, 531 
personal expenses of candidate, 295, 301 

qualifications for parliamentary franchise, 139 ct seq, 
personation agents, 321 

as corrupt practice, 292, 293 
criminal offence, 625 — 628 
avoidance of municipal election by, 345 
disqualification of parish councillor by, 387 
no relief to candidate in case of, 399 
striking off vote for, 455 
petitions in municipal elections, 4 86 — 525 

commissioner and his Jurisdiction, 486 — 491. commissioner for municipal etc. 

costs, 620 — 623 

death of petitioner or respondent, 608, 609 
dismissal of, 608 

disqualification of individuals, 624, 625 

hearing, 612 — 518. See hearing of municipal election petition, 
in general, 138 

interlocutory proceedings, 605 — 512. See interlocutory proceedings eto. 
judgment and its effects, 518, 619 
presentation, 491 — 604. See presentation etc, 
s recriminatory case, 507 
withdrawal of, 509, 610 
fraudulent, 530 
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petitions in parliamentary elections, 408 — 486 
costs, 472 — 483. See costs etc. 
death of petitioner or respondent, 435 
dismissal of, 486 

disqualification of Individuals, 483—486 
dissolution before hearing, 422, 436, 436 

election commissioners, 463 — 472. See election commissioners, 
judges, appointment of, 408 
expenses of, 411 
jurisdiction of, 410, 411 
rules by, 408, 409 

hearing, 437 — 460. See hearing etc. 
in general, 137, 138 

interlocutory proceedings, 422 — 437. See interlocutory proceedings etc, 
judgment and its effect, 460 — 463 

action by House of Commons, 463 
disagreement of judges, 460, 461 
liability of returning officer, 463 
report to Speaker and Attorney-General, 460 — 463 
master of Supreme Court, appointment of, 410 

jurisdiction of, 409, 410 

presentation of, 411 — 419. See presentation etc. 
registrar, appointment and duties of, 410 
roll of agents, 410 
security for costs, 419 — 422 
statement of special case, 436, 469 
appeal from, 437 

substitution of petitioner, 433, 434 

withdrawal of, 431 — 435. See interlocutory proceedings, 
fraudulent, 630 

pew rents, qualification for county franchise by receipts of, 149 
placard, municipal election, name of printer etc. to be on, 348 
place of parliamentary election, 262 

police constable, certificate enabling, to vote at special station, 811 
political associations, agency of, 272, 273 
poll books, delivery of, to registrar of election court, 439 
illegal payments for conveyance to, 293, 294 
municipal, for election of ^ard of guardians, 391, 392 
county councillors, 869 
parish councillors, 386, 388, 389 
rural district councillors, 379, 380 
urban district councillors, 368 — 378 
In general, 349 — 361 
parliamentary, 305 — 326 
adjournment of, 307 
ballot-boxes, 311, 316 

paper, 812, 818, 316 
blind voters etc., 317 
day of, 307 

death of candidate before, 807 

directions to voters, 816 

hours of, 813 

illiterate voters, 317 

interruption, 307 

Jewish voters, 317 

misconduct in polling station. 821 

non-compliance with rules, effect of, 322 

notice of, 805 

disqualification of candidate, 305, 806 
oath to voters, administration of, 819, 322 
personation agents, 821 
persons entitled to voting paper, 313 — 316 
polling districts, and polling places, 808, 809 
stations, 309, 810 

compartments of, 810, 315 
voter to vote at proper, 311, 315 
exception for constables, 311 
presiding officer and ^erks, 816, 821 
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poll, parliamentary — continued, 
questions to voters, 319 
sealing and custody of ballot-boxes, 320 
secrecy of ballot, 318, 319 
spoilt ballot papers, 319, 320 
tendered ballot papers, 317, 318 
university elections, 822 — 326 

mode of election and of voting, 323 
objections to voting papers, 825 
place of election, 323 
time of election, 325 
voting by proxy, 324, 325 
voting, 317 

polling agent at municipal election, 341, 372 
parliamentary election, 268 
illegal payment for, 300 
booths, use of, 310 
districts, arrangement of, 243 

for election of board of guardians, 392 

rural district counciilors', 378, 379 
urban district councillors, 369, 370 
parliamentary, 308, 309 
places, municipal, 340, 371 
parliamentary, 309 
stations, 309, 310 

misconduct in, 321, 634 

possession, no occupation franchise by mere, 169 
post, service of notices etc. by, 214, 430 
poster, election. See bill. 

postmaster, publication by, of notice of election, 201 
misfeasance by, 637 

post office, publication of documents in or near, 199 
precepts, meaning etc. of, 195, 196 
preparation of lists of voters, 193 — 217 
freemen, list of, 202 

inquiries and notices by overseci's, preliminary, 196 — 199 

lists required, enumeration 200, 201 

necessity for registration, 193 

new lodger list, 204 

non-resident list, 206 

notice of claims, 205 — 209 

objection, 209 — 217. See lists of voters, objection fa 
occupiers list, 203, 204 
old lodger list, 204 
ownership list, 201, 202 
precepts, 195, 196 

publication of notices, lists, and registers, 199, 200 
reserved rights list, 203 

pwiientation of petition in municipal election, 491 — B04 
amendment, 494 

City of London elections, 499, 500 
computation of time, 604 
county council elections, 499 

elections under Local Government Act, 1894... 503, 504 
form and contents of petition, 493 
grounds for, 492, 493 

guardians of poor law union, in case of, 603 
mandamus, 604 

meanings of terms ip special cases, 502, 603 
metropolitan borough councils, 600, 601 
mode of, 493 

municipal election list, 499 
notice of address of agent etc., 496 
parish councils, 601, 502 
persons entitled to present, 492, 493 
petition at issue, 499 
respondent, 496 
notices by, 497 
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presentation of petition in municipal ection-^coTitinuedm 
security for costs, 494, 495 
by recognisance, 498 
payment out of deposit, 495, 496 
service of notices, 490 — 498 
time for, 493, 494, 499 

urban and rural district councils, 601, 602 
presentation of petition in parliamentary election, 411 — 419 

agent of petitioner or respondent, notice of appointment of, 419 

amendment of petition, 413 

cases in which allowed, 411 

form of petition, 415 

mode of, 412 

notice of, 418, 419 

address for service, 415, 416, 418 
persons who may present, 411,412 
respondent, 416, 417 
time for, 412 — 414 

preserved rights of franchise. See reserved rights. 

presiding officer at poll at election of rural district councillors, 379 

urban district councillors, 372 
parliamentary election, 316, 321 
misfeasance by, 638 

printer etc., name of, on election bills, 296, 297, 348 
printing of register, 241, 242, 246 
privilege of election commissioners, 472 

solicitor or agent for party to election petition, 467, 468 
witness at election petition cannot claim, 460 
production of documents and telegi*ams at election petition, 462 
proof in support of objections before revising barrister, 230 — 232 
of bribery, 286 — 288 

notice of claim for franchise, 228 

tenancy agreement, qualifying for household franchise, 166, 167. 

See also evidence. 

property qualification for franchise. See freehold ; occupation ; ownership 
lodger etc. * 

prosecution for peisonation, 625 — 628 
protection of election commissioners, 472 
proxy, voting by, at university election, 824, 326 
pubhc elementary school, use of, as committee room, 804 
meeting, disturbance at, during election, 300 
place, publication of notices etc. in, 199 

Public Prosecutor and public prosecutions. Sec Director of Public Prosecutions, 
publication of list of disfranchised persons, 196 
municipal election petition, 493 
nominations, 844 

names and addresses of election agent and sub-agents, 267 
of nominated candidate, 276 
notice of election, 261 

hearing of election petition, 438, 439 
notices etc., mode of, 199, 200 
result of poll for parish councillor, 389 

urban district council election, 874, 376 
summary of candidate’s election expenses, 338 
See also notice. 

publisher, name of, on election bills, 296, 297, 348 
punishment for corrupt practice, 629, 635 
illegal practice, 535 

non-compliance by election agent with High Court’s order, 632 
offences connected with ballot papers etc., 630, 631 
personation, 628 

purchases, colourable, as bribery, 287, 288 
qualifications, expunging of name for insufficient, 232 
of aldermen, 354, 361 
county councillors, 856 

mayor, 363 < 

urban district councillors, 864 
questions to voters, 819, 372 
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quorum at election of chairman of urban district council, 375 
rate-book, mode of keeping, 170 

order of names m register according to, 204, 242, 246 
rates, bribery by corrupt payment of, 286 

medical relief out of, effect of, on franchise, 142 

not “ charges for puipose of assessing value of property in certain cases, 151 
nayinent of, as condition of franchise as freeman or liveryman of City of 

London, 181 

household franchise, 163, 165, 170 — 172 
municipal franchise, 187, 188 
occupation franchise, 156, 157, 162 
in case of service fianchisc, 174 
preparation of list of persons in default in respect of, 107, 198 
ratification by candidate of act of agent, 271, 273 
receipts from sale of copies of register, account of, 216 
recognisai^ce, security by, for costs of municipal election petition, 494, 498 

pai liamcntary election petition, 419 — 421 
recognisances, forfeiture of, in municipal election petition, 521, 622 

parliamentary election petition, 480 
recorder, revising barrister may be, 219 
recount in municipal election petition, 612 

parliamentary election petitions, 427, 428, 458, 459 
recriminatory case in municipal election petition, 607, 610, 517 

parliamentary election petitions, 427, 453, 454 
re-election of retiring urban district councillors, 307 

Reform Act, 1832, reservation of rights existing at. St^e reserved rigiits. 
refreshments, provision of, may be coriupt practice, 290, 291 

use of room for sale of, as committee loom, 301, 348 
register of voters, 241 — 24 8 

alteration of, after appeal from revising barrister, 257 

compilation of, after levision, 241 — 244 

conclusiveness of, 455 

meaning of, in municipal election, 360 

mode of publication of, 199, 200 

notice m counties to persons desiring to be placed on, 199 
• parliamentary register, 244 

registers of county electors and burgesses, 244 — 248 
registrar for pailiamentary election petitions, 410, 439 

examination on commission before, 430, 431 
of births and deaths, duties of, 198 
regifltiation, account of ovcrsccis’ expenses relating to, 239 — 241 

necessity for, 139, 193. See also register of voters; picparalion of 
lists ; revising barrister, 
officer, duty of, 194 
rejected ballot papers, 328, 329 
inspection of, 330 

rejection of votes for parliamentary candidate, 327, 328 
relief against corrupt and illegal practices, authorised excuses etc. 

remitting case to revising barrister, 254 
rentcharge, qualification for county franchise by, 147 
report by election commissioners, 468, 469 
effect on persons reported, 471 

hearing of, and appeal by, person reported, 469, 470 
laying of, before Parliament, 470 
on municipal election petition, 618, 619 
parliamentary election petition, 460 — 462 
withdrawal of election petition, 436 
special, by election court, 619 

Representation of the People Act, 1832. See reserved rights, 
representative. See agent. 

reservation of question of law in municipal election petition, 489, 612, 617 

parliamentary election petition, 459 
reserved rights, no application to municipal franchise, 189 
notice of claim by person having, 208 
of franchise in boroughs, 171 — 180 
• City of London, 181 

counties, 177 

preparation of list of persons having, 203 
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residence, declaration of, in lodger's claim to vote, 207 

for purposes of occupation franchise in boroughs, 166, 167 
respondent as witness at election petition, 451, 452 

persons liable to be made, to appeal from revising barrister, 250 
municipal election petition, 496, 497 
parliamentary election petition, 416, 417 
to parliamentary election petition, effect of death of, 435 
result of ruml district council election, declaration of, 381, 382 
urban district council election, declaration of, 374, 376 
** return book,” 331, 333 
return of deaths to overseers of parish, 198 

election expenses, authorised excuses for irregularity in, 405 — 407 
failure to make, 298 
of municipal candidate, 351 

parliamentary candidate, 335 — 337 
inspection and summary of, 338 
member of Parliament, 331 

false and double returns, 332 
names of elected county councillors, 369 
returning oHicer, adjournment of nomination by, 277 

poll by, 307 

as respondent to petition, 417 

casting vote of, 328 

charges and expenses of, 277, 333 — 336 

not included in maximum expenditure allowed, 293 
costs of, 476, 621 

disqualification of, for voting, 145 
duties of, relating to counting of votes, 326 — 329 
disposal of ballot papers, 329 
personation, B26, 627 
poll, 807, 316, 316. See aUo poll, 
polling stations, 309, 3 10 

for and duties at election of board of guardians, 390, 391 
borough councillors, 340 
county councillors, 357 
parish councillors, 382, 383 
rural district councillors, 377, 381 
urban district councillors, 362, 365, 
371, 372 

parliamentary election, 268 — 261 
liability of , civil, 812, 336, 463 
criminal, 630, 631 
to penal action, 637, 638 
meaning of, in special cases, 502 
misfeasance by, 637, 638 
notice of poll by, 306 
provision of ballot boxes etc. by, 811 

nomination papers by, 273 

revising barristers, 217 — 241 

ad30urnment of court by, 221 

appeals from, 248 — 257. See appeal from etc. 

effect of, on order as to costs, 239 
appointment of, 217 — 219 
notifi<^tion of, 219 
as judges of fact, 142, 169, 172, 189 
correction of mistakes, 223 et aeq, 
corrupt practices list, duty in respect of, 232 
costs, jurisdiction over, 288, 239 
deputies for and additions to, 219 
double entries, duties with regard to» 234, 236 
method of selection, 286, 236 
expenses, certificate by, for certain, 239 — 241 
expunging of name, notice of proposal for, in certain cases, 234 
of decease persons by, 232 
incapacitated persons by, 233 
Insuflaciently described persons by, 233 • 

qualified persons by, 232 


fines by, 239 
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revisiDg barristers — continued, 

frivolous and vexatious proceedings before, 238 
holding of court, 220 — 223 
adjournment, 221 
evidence, 222 

procedure and regulations, 222, 223 
time and place of sittings, 220, 221 
illness of, 219, 221 

i 'udges with power to appoint, 21 8 

ists, initialling, signing, transmission etc. of, by, 237, 233 
to be deliver^ to, 221 
misfeasance by, 637, 638 

non-resident freemen, duty in respect of, 237 
notice of objections, 229, 230 

failure of appearance to support objection, 234 
oath, administration of, before, 222, 231 
opposition to claim before, 229 
placing of name in proper division by, 237 
polling place, claim to vote at particular, 236, 237 
proof in support of objection, 230 — ^232 
of claim, 228, 229 
notice of claim, 228 
qualification, 218, 219 
summary jurisdiction of, 632 
valuation of house or tenement by, 169 
lodgings by, 176, 176 
variation in number of, 217 
revision of lists of voteis. See revising barristers, 
revocation of appointment of election agent and sub-agent, 267 
rewards for evidence for election petition, offer of, 418 
ribbons, illegal payment for, at election, 301, 317 
riot at nomination of candidate, effect of, 277 
poll, 307 

roll of parliamentary agents, 410 
rota of judges for election petition, 408 
• effect of expiration of, 439 

rule committee for parliamentary election petitions, 409 
for mandamus against revising barrister, 264, 255 
rules for municipal election petitions, 492 

parliamentary election petitions, 408, 409 
non-compliance with, at election, 322 
rural and urban district councils, distinction between, 192 
district council, election of chairman of, 382 

councillors of, 876 — 382 

combinining election of paiish councillori 
with, 378 

counting votes, 381 
day of election, 377 
declaration of result, 381, 382 
method of election, 376 
nomination, 378, 379 
poll, 379—381 
polling districts, 878 
returning oflBcer, 377 
petition in case of, 601, 602 

sanction of candidate, effect of absence of, to cei tain acts, 398, 399, 407 
scale of expenditure allowed at election, 296, 296 
schoolroom, use of, as committee room, 804 

for purposes of poll, 310, 368, 367, 863 
scrutiny in municipal election petition, 617 

parliamentary election petition, 464, 466 
costs of, 473 

sea, conveyance of electors by, 294, 296 
sealing of ballot-boxes etc., 320 

papers after counting, 329 

^ during interval of counting, 826, 327 

secondary, attendance of, at revising barrister’s oouit, 221 
issue of precepts by, 202 
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secondary, misfeasance by, 637 

notice to, of claims by liverymen, 203 
secrecy of ballot, 318, 319 
Secretary of State, copy of register for, 244 
security for charges of returning oflScer, 277 
costs of certain prosecutions, 629 

municipal election petition, 494, 495, 601 
parliamentary election petition, 419 — 422 
servant, occupation by, 152, 153, 159 — 161 
service franchise, 172 — 174 

no application to municipal boroughs, 189 
occupation by, 168 

of notice of objection to voter, 214, 216 
notices etc. in election petition, 430 
sheriff as icturning officer of county, 258 

notice of hearing of election petition to, 438, 439 
sheriffs, election of, in City of London, 394 
misfeasance by, 537, 638 

shorthand writer, at examination on commission, 431 
municipal election petition, 614 
parliamentary election petition, 440 
show of hands, election by, 323, 386 
solicitor, corrupt practice by, 471, 485, 626 

for party to election petition, privilege of, 467, 468 
speaker, issue of warrant for bye-election by, 257 

report to, by judges after hearing of election petition, 460 — 402 
special case, statement of, in municipal election petition, 512 

parliamentary election petition, 459 
report by election court, 619 
spoilt ballot papers, 319, 320 

stabling horses, payments for, for conveyance to poll, 294 
staff of commissioner fur municipal election petitions, 489, 490 
statement by voters as evidence, 445 

false, as to character or conduct of candidate, 298 — 300 
withdrawal of candidate, 296, 347 
injunction against, 540 
statutory, as corrupt practice, 293 
of candidate’s expenses by election agent, 335—337 
inspection of, 338 
case by revising barrister, 249, 250 
spcciaLl case in municipal election petition, 512 

parliamentary election petition, 459 
statutory declaration of secrecy of ballot, 318 

notice of appeal from revising barrister, 249 
statement, false, a corrupt practice, 293 
streets, arrangement of register accoiding to, 242 

burgess roll according to, 246 
studio, franchise by occupation of, in borough, 158 
sub-agents, election, appointment of, 267 
fine against, 532 

sub-lessee, qualification of, for county franchise, 155 

successive occupation, efiEect of, on occupation franchise in boroughs, 157 
sufferance, tenancy on, qualification for franchise by, 161, 167 
suSrage. See franchise. 

summary jurisdiction over offences, 532 — 636 
summons, service of, in election petition, 430 
Sunday, candidate may not be nominated on, 277 

exclusion of, in calculations of time, 262, 414, 427 
service of notice of voter’s claim on, 206 
supplemental lists of voters, 243 

sureties, entry of recognisance by, in case of election petition, 419, 420 
taxation of costs of election petition, 478, 521 
expenses of returning officer, 334 
taxes, inspection of assessments to, by overseers, 198 

payment of, as condition of occupation franchise, 156 
telegrams, production of, at election petition, 452 
tenancy at will or suiTerance, franchise by, 161, 167 
tenant in common, qualification of, for county franchise, 1 52 
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tenant of dwelling-house, qualification of, 163 et scq. 

“ tendered ballot paper*’ and “ tendered votes list,’^ 31 7, 318 

tenement, meaning of, for purposes of occupation franchise in boiouglis, 168, 159 
“ten pounds occupation franchise,** 155, 188, 189 
time* computation of, in certain cases, 501 

exclusion of Sundays etc., 262, 414, 427 
for payment of election expenses, 298 
of parliamentary election, 262 

payments after proper, in parliamentary election, authorised excuses for, 
404 

tithe rentcharge, qualification for county franchise by, 147 

title, court will not decide questions of, in granting occupation franchise, 160 

torches, Illegal payment for, at election, 301 , 347 

tovm clerk, account by, of sales of copies of register, 246 

attendance of, at revising barrister’s court, 221 
costs against, on appeal from revising banister, 265 
delivery by, of abstract of claimants etc. to revising banister, 219 
list of burgesses to clerk of county council, 245 
precepts to overseers, 195 
register to returning officer, 244 
to, of ballot papers, 360, 351 

lists by revising barrister, 237, 238 
voting papers, 355 

duties of, relating to nomination of roanicipal candidate, 342 — 344 

payment of expenses of election commissioners, 
481—483 

expenses and payment of, 247, V.-tS 

list of freemen to be added to list of voters by, 243 

making of burgess roll by, 246 

misfeasance by, 537 

notice by, of municipal election, 340 

to, of appointment of revising barrister, 219 
claim by freeman, 208 

judgment on appeal from revising barrister, 256 
preparation by, of list of freemen, 202 
publication by, of municipal election petitions, 493 
return to, of municipal candidate’s expenses, 351 
revising barrister may name as respondent to ap^ieal, 250, 252 
hall, publication of notices etc. on, 199, 340, 344 
travelling expenses, payment of, as bribery, 288, 289 
treason, conviction of, effect of, on right to vote, 141 

Treasury, payment by, and repayment to, of costs of Director of Public Prosecutions, 

521 

expenses of municipal election peti- 
tions, 490, 491, 623 
parliamentary elec- 
ts n petitions, 481 
- 183 

treating as corrupt practice, 289 — 291 

authorised excuse for, in parliamentary election, 398, 399 
avoidance of municipal election by, 345 

parliamentary election by, 279, 280 
disqualification of parish councillor by, 387 
striking off vote for, 465, 456 
trial of petition. See petitions. 

triviality of corrupt or illegal practice, effect of, 898, 399 
trustee not qualified as such for county franchise, 150 
under-lessee, qualification of, for county franchise, 155 
under-sheriffs, misfeasance by, 637, 538 
undue infiuence as corrupt practice, 291, 292 

authorised excuse for, in parliamentary election, 398, 899 
avoidance of municipal election by, 346 
instances of, 279 
striking off vote for, 466, 466 
United Kingdom, candidate out of, withdrawal of, 276 
• nomination as councillor of person absent from, 341 

universities, franchise for, 181, 182, 192, 193 
university Sections, custody etc. of voting papers used at, 331 
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university elections, direction of writ in, 2o8 
nomination at, 27S 
non-parliamentary, 192, 193, SOS 
notice of, 262, 263 
poll at, 322—326. See polL 
unpaid workers at municipal elections, 341, 342 

parliamentary elections, 269—272 
unreasonable objections before revising barrister, cosU of, 238 239 
urban and rural district councils, distinction between, 192 
district council, election of chairman of, 376, 376 

councillors of, 361 — 376 
byc>electiOD, 562 
corrupt and illegal practices, 3G8 
counting votes, 373, 374 
day of election, 363 
declaration of result, 374, 375 
electors, 362 
expenses, 363, 364 
freedom of election, 368 
nomination, 364 — 368 
notice of election, 363 
“ordinary ” election, 361, 362 
poll, 368—373 
returning officer, 362, 363 
workers and agents, 364 
petition in case of, 601, 602 
vacancies, casual. See casual vacancies ; bye-election, 
value of lodgings, mode of estimating, 175, 176 
premises, mode of estimating, 169 

yearly, mode of estimating for purposes of county franchise, 150, 151 
vexatious proceedings before revising barrister, 238, 239 
vice-chairman of county council, 360 

rural district council, 382 
urban district council, 376 

vice-chancellor of certain universities, election writ to be directed to, 258 
void ballot paper, 313 
contracts, 333 

election through bribery, 286 

corrupt or illegal practices, 483, 484, 624, 625 

corruption, 279, 346 

equality of votes, 456 

fraud of agent, 293 

illegal issue of writ, 257 

incorrect ballot paper, 312, 313 

intimidation, 280 

irregularities, 822 

wrong peison acting as returning officer, 260 
vote, evidence of, at election petition, 454 

witness not compelled to disclose his own, 449, 460 
voters, administration of oath to, 319, 322 

arrangement of names of, in register, 242 
directions to, 815 

false answer by, to certain questions a criminal ofifence, 530, 632 
incapable, 317 

lists of, mode of printing, 243, 244 

preparation of. See preparation etc, 
meaning of, in special cases, 602, 603 
notice of claims of, 206 — 209 
questions to, 319 

registration of. See register of voters ; preparation of lists etc. ; 
barristers. 

statements by, as evidence, 446 
supplemental lists of, 243 
votes by paid electors as criminal offence, 630 

counting of, at election of board of guardians, 392 

rural district council, 381 
urban district council, 373, 374 
parliamentary election, 326 — 329 
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▼otcSf objectionB to, 426, 464, 606, 607 

procuring of improper, in municipal election, 347 
recount of, 427, 428, 468, 469 
• rejection of, for parliamentary candidate, 327, 828 
scrutiny of, 464, 455 
striking off, on petition, 455 — 463 
See aUo poll ; franchise, 
vouchers for expenses, 334, 351 
wager on result of election, 289 

ward roll in force on day of municipal election, 344 
wardmotes, electors of persona elected in, 100 
wards, electors for guardians of, 192 

separate election of councillors for separate, 839 
warrant, issue of, by election court, 536 
wife of candidate may be agent, 271 

withdrawal of candidate for parish councillorship, 385, 388 

urban district councillorship, 366 
municipal candidate, 344, 388 

corruptly procuring, 347 
false statement as to, 347 
election petition, 500. 610 
fraudulent, 530 

notice of objection to voter, 216 
parliamentary election petition, 431 — 433 
fraudulent, 530 
candidate, 265, 276 

corruptly procuring, 801 
false statement as to, 296 
witnesses at hearing of municipal election petition, 513, 514 

parliamentary election petition, 440, 441, 448, 449 
questions admissible, 449 450 
respondent as witness, 451, 452 
before election commissioners, 466, 467 
costs of, at municipal election petition, 520, 523 
• parliamentary election petition, 477, 478 

examination of, on commi^ion, 511, 512 
woman as mayor, 353 

women, disqualification of, for parliamentary franchise, 140 
qualification of, for municipal franchise, 183 
workers at municipal elections, 341, 342, 348 
parliamentary elections, 2C8 — 273 
canvassers, 272, 273 
unpaid workers, 269 — 271 
writ, election, offence in connection with, 631, 638 

issue of, in parliamentary election, 257 
yearly value, mode of, estimating, for purposes of county franchise, 150, 161 


ELECTRIC LIGHTING AND POWER, 641—645 

abatement of defects in undertakers’ works, 602, 603 
accidental damage to works of undertakers, 613 
accidents, liability of undertakers for, 666 
notice of, by undertakers, 616 
accounts by undertakers, 604, 605 

of local authorities, audit of, 654 
acquisition of land, 668— 670 

by ** power companies,” 629 
for generating station, 667 
undertaking by local authority, 600 — 602 
on revocation of special order, 603, (>04 
amalgamation of undertakings, effect of, on purchase by local authority, 602 
apparatus, improper condition of, 591 

property in, on consumer’s premises, 614 
supply of, to premises in London, 624 
testing of, 606 

appeal to Board of Trade by “ power companies,” 631 

from requisition as to distributing mains, 687, 688 
application of penalties, 611 
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ELECTRIC LIGHTING AND POWER— 

arbitration, determination by, of disputes as to compensation for damage by 

undertakers, 561 
cost of removal of works and 
reinstatement of street, 604 
exercise of certain powers by 
undertakers, 578, 580 — 582 
price of compulsoiw purchase, 
GOO, 637 

testing stations, 606 
use and control of electricity by 
consumer, 590 — 592 

arbitrator, appointment and expenses of, Cl 5 
area of supply, 566, 567 
definitions of, 550, 552 
audit of accounts of local authorities, 564 
undertakers, 605 

authentication of documents, 608 

orders of Board of Trade, 609 
“authorised,” definition of, 662 

“ authorised distributors,” meaning of, in “ Power Acts,” C2S 

“ authorised undertakers,” meaning of, in London Electric Supply Act, 1908. ..619 
“ authorised undertakers,” meaning of, in “ Power Acts,” 628 
Board of Trade, annual repoit of, 645 

appeal to, by “ power companies,” 631 

on requisition for distributing mains, 587, 688 
appointment of electric inspectors by, 605 

authority by, to undertakers, to supply electricity outside area, 695 
costs and expenses of, 609, 610 
grant of Provisional Order by, 656 — 560 
inquiries and consents by etc , 609, 610 
by, into accidents, 615 
jurisdiction of, over sale of undertaking, 601 
powers of, in case of defect of works, 602, 603 
regulations of, governing electrical undertakings, 6 15 
“ Board of Trade regulations,” definition of, 651 « 

publication of, 609 

borrowing powers of local authoHties, 553, 554 
undertakers in London, 623 
brackets for lighting street, fixing of, 642 
breach of contract by undertakers, 692 
bridges, use of, by undertakers, 573 — 575 
bulk, supply of electricity in, 662, 667, 627 
to other undertakers, 595 
bye-laws by local authorities, 546, 641 
canal, execution of works along, 678 
injury to, by undertakers, 682 
supply of electricity to, 657, 696 
in London, 621 
certified meters, 696 

charges for supply by local authority, reduction in, 665 
“ power comjianics,” 633, 634 
undertakers for private purposes, 688, 689 
public lamps, 694 
recovery of, 699 
to ordinary consumer, 693, 694 
church, lighting of, a “ public purpose,” 647 
cinematograph exhibitions, use of electricity in, 646 
circuits, earthing of, 567 

remedy of defects in, 602, 603 
City of London, Corporation of, “ local rate ” of, 662 
“ local authority ” in, 648 
combination between undertakers forbidden, 662 

Commissioners of Woiks, inspection of generating stations by, 565, 666 
powers of, in case of nuisance, 622 

** company,” definition of, 649 ^ 

compensation by undertakers for damage, 561 

competition between authorised and unauthorised undertakers, 662 
for Provisional Orders, 669 

f 40 > 



Index 


ELBGTBIO LIGHTING AND VOWl&B^ontinued, 
compulsory purchase of undertakiog, C37 

works by undertakers, 586 — 588 
conduits, laying down of, 673, 674 
confirmation of Provisional Order, 659 
con^rming Acts, special clauses in, 638 
connecting mains in London, powers for laying, 620, 621 
consent of local authority to Provisional Order in certain cases, 663 
consumer, control of supply by, 689 
“ consumer,*’ definition of, 650 
consumer, entry on premises of, 614 

improper use of energy by, 691 
notice of removal by, 698 
** consumer’s terminals,'* definition of, 650, 651 
contract, breach of, by undertakers, 692 

undertakers* right to, on requisition for distributing mains, 687, 688 
contracts by local authorities, 561 
copies of plans for Board of Trade, 610 
Corpoiation of City of London as “local authority,” 618 

“ local rate ** of, 552 
costs of Board of Trade, 609, 610 
laying electric lines, 690 
See also expenses. 

** county council,” definition of, 650 
county council, notice to, of certain street works, 677 
criminal offences, 612, 613 
Crown rights, saving clause for, 612 
cutting off of supply, 698, 613, 614 
“ daily penalty *’ definition of, 551 
damage by undertakers, compensation for, 661 
to undertakers’ works, 612, 613 
danger to public safety, remedy of, 603 
default in required supply, 692 

defects in works of undertakers, remedy of 602, 603 
definitions in Acts relating to London, 618, 619 
general Acts, 647 — 652 
• “ power Acts,” 628 

“ deposited map,” definition of, 651 

distress net available against undertakers* apparatus, 615 

“distributing main,” definition of, 650 

distributing main, laying down of, 586, 587 

dock, supply of electricity for, in London, 621 

documents, authentication and service of, 608 

drains, breaking up of, by undertakers, 673 — 576 

duties of undertakers. See undertakers. 

earthing of circuits, 667 

easements, acquisition of, 657, 668 

electric inspectors, oppointment and duties of, 596, 597, 605 
“ Electric Lighting Acts,*’ definitions of, 549, 552 
“electric line,” definition of, 648, 649 
electric line, disconnecting for non-payment, 598 
injury to, 612, 613 
inspection and testing of, 606, 606 
laying down of, 673, 574 
property in, on consumer’s premises, 614 
remedy of defective, 602, 603 

“electric main,” definition of, in the fxindon Electric Supply Act, 1908.. .619 
electric main, laying of, in London, 621 

signalling communication, injurious affection of, 682 
supply company, meaning of, and rights of, as against undertakers, 681 
‘‘electrical stations,” meaning of, 644 
electrical undertakings. See undertakings. 

“electricity,” definition of, 648, 649 
electrolysis, provision against danger from, 665 

emergency, exemptions of undertakers in certain cases of 676, 677 — 681 
“energy,” definition of, 650 
• improper use of, by consumer, 691 

mode of supply of, 667 
entry on consumer’s premises, 614 
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equality of charges for supply of electricity, 589 
evidence, observations of scientific instruments as, 606 
of fraudulent use of electricity, 614 
orders of Board of Trade, as, 609 
execution not available against undertakers* apparatus, 615 
of works, security for, 667, 668 
expenses of Board of Trade, 610 
electric inspector, 607 
local authorities, 652 — 655 
undertakers in London, 623 
recovery of, 611 
explosion, notice of, 615 
extension of time for undertakers, 610 
factories, use of electricity in, 644 
fees, recovery of 611 
fire, notice of, 615 
fittings, improper condition of 691 

property in, on consumer’s premises, 614 
forms of notices, 608 
fraudulent use of electricity, 612 — 614 
future Acts, application of, to Electric Lighting Acts, Cl 2 
gas company, meaning of, and rights of, as against undertakeis, 6S1 
undertakers, compulsory acquisition of land of, forbidden, 657 
release of, from obligations in certain cases, 645 
“ general supply,” definition of, 650 
generating station, acquisition of land for, 657 
“ generating station,*’ definition of, 552 
generating station, erection of, B70 
by “ power companies,” 629, 630 
in London, 621, 622 

generating stations, inspection of, 563, 566 
highway authority, negligence by, 084 
hiring of meters, 697 
improper use of electricity, 612, 613 
incoming tenant, liabilities of, 598 

injunction against wrongfully discontinuing supply, 692 
injury by undertakers, 665, 582 

notice of, personal, 615 
to undertakers* works, 684, 612 — 614 
injurious affection of telegraphic line, 672, 682, 641 
abatement of, 603 

inquiries by Board of Trade into accidents, 616 

compliance with regulations for public safety, t'09 
insolvency of undertakers, revocation of special order through defaults due to, 60S 
inspection of electric works, 605, 606 

meter by undertakers, 597 
inspector, electric, duties of, 696, 697 
expenses of, 607 
installations, private, 639, 640 

instruments, observations of, testing of etc., 606, 607 
insulation, 681 

issue of stock by local authority, 654 
joint exercise of powers of local authorities, 656 
laboratories, interference with, 695 
labouring class, acquisition of houses of, 569 
lamp posts, fixing of, 642, 643 
lamps, public, erection of, 573, 574 

supply of energy to, 692 
charges for, 694 
wilful extinguishing of, 613 
land, acquisition of. See acquisition of land, 

“ Lands Clauses Act,'* definition of, 649 
letting of meters, 697 

liability of members etc. of local authority, 607 
undertakers. See undertakers. 

“ licence, order, or special Act,** definition of, 649 

licences, supply of electricity by, 644 

light railway within definition of “ railway,” 651 
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“ lighting authority,*’ definition of, In “ power Acts,” C28 
lighting of streets, 642— G44 
local authorities, Acts, special clauses in, 638, 639 
• bye>laws by, 646, 641 

contracts by, 661 
immunity of members etc. of, 607 
joint exercise of powers of, 666 
notice to, of certain street works, 677 
preference to, in competition for Provisional Order, 659 
purchase by, of undertakings, 658, 600 — 602, 603, 604 
receipts and expenditure of, 552 — 555 
“ local authority,” definition of, 648 

Local Government Board, jurisdiction of, over borrowing powers of local authorities. 
563, 654 

Loans Act, borrowing under, by local authority, 564 
“local rate,” definition of, 548 

defrayment of local authority's expenses out of, 552 
of various local authorities, 652, 663 
London County Council as “ local authority,” 648 
“ local rate ” of. 553 
purchase of undertakings by, 624 — 626 

“ London Electric Supply Companies,” meaning of, in the London Electric Supply 
Act, 1908.. ,618 

London, undertakings in. See metropolitan undertakings, 
machinery, vibration from, 663 
main,” definition of, 650 
mains, distributing, laying of, 686, 687 

electric, laying of, in London, 620, 621 
testing of, 606 

malicious injury to electric works, 612, 613 
maps, publication of, by undertakers, 608 
maximum charges of undertakers, 593, 594 
power, 691, 692 

meters, 696 — 698, 612, 613, 624 
• metropolis, “ local authority ” in, 648 

metropolitan borough council as “local authority,” 648 
borrowing powers of, 653 
*' local rate ” of, 653 
street lighting by, 644 
“ local authority ” in, 648 
metropolitan undertakings, 616 — 626 
Acts relating to, 618, 619 
application of Electric Lighting Acts, 616 

authorised undertakers and specified companies, ngreements between, 619, 620 
powers for carrying out agreements, 620, 621 
borrowing powers, 623 

changes of boundary, adjustments consequent on, 617 
discharge of condensing water in sewers, 623 
exemptions from building legislation, 623 
expenses, 623 

generating stations, 621, 622 
nuisance, 622 

premises with separate supply, 623 
protective and saving clauses, 623, 624 
Provisional Orders, 617 

purchase by London County Council, 624 — 626 
receipts, 623 

supply of energy for power purposes, 621 
supplying premises with fittings, 624 
mines and minerals under electric line, working of, 686, 612 
mode of supply of electric energy, 667 

monopoly of Postmaster-General regarding telegraphic communication, 612 
mortgage of undertaking, 563 

navigation, supply of elcctricily for. In London, 621 
negligence, liability of undertakers in absence of, 564 
• of highway authority, 584 

persons carrying out works on undertakers* behalf, 679, 680 
undertakers, 565 
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BLECTRIO LIGHTING AND 'BOW&B,--continued, 
non-pa j men t of eborges, cutting oH light for, 598 

recovery by undertakers in case of, 599 
notice by undertakers before certain works, 575, 577, 582, 686 

of accidents, 615 « 

application for Provisional Order, 658 ' 
of approval etc. of Board of Trade, publication of, 610 
connection or disconnection of meter, 697 
purchase of undertaking by London County Council, 625 
removal by consumer, 698 
revocation of special Order, 603 
notices, forms and service of, 608 
nuisance, undertakers’ liability for, 663 — 666 
in London, 622 

objections to breaking up of streets etc, 671 

extension of time to undertakers, 610 
generating stations, 670 
method of charge by undertakers, 593 
Provisional Order, 659, 660 
obligations of undertakei*s. See undertakers, 
observatories, interference with, 696 
oflScers of local authority, immunity of, 607 

** operators,” meaning of, for purposes of certain street works, 679, 681 
opposition to Provisional Order, 660. See also objections. 

** order or special Act,” definition of, 649 
outgoing and incoming tenants, 698, 599 
overhead lines or wires, 667, 671 

in London, 641, 642 

“ owners,” meaning of, for purposes of certain street works, 579, 681 
parish council, street lighting by, 643 
payment, cutting off light for failure to make, 698 
for supply of electricity, security for, 691 
penalties, recovery and application of, 610, 611 
pillars, erection of, 673, 674 

pipes in streets, alteration of position of, 679, 680 
plan,” definition of, 651 
plans, copies of, for Board of Trade, 610 

Postmaster-General, interference with telegraphic line of, 572, 641 

monopoly of, regarding telegraphic communication, 612 
notice to, of certain street works, 577 
regulation by, of private undertaking, 641 
“power,” definition of, 650 
power, maximum, 691, 692 
Power Acts ” and power companies,” 627 — 635 
application for Provisional Orders, 634 

of general legislation, 627, 628 
contracts, 634 
definitions, 628 

incorporation of company, 628, 629 
powers of company, 629, 630 
prices and equality clauses, 633, 634 
protective clauses, 635 

supply of electricity, restrictions and obligations, 630 — 633 
transfer of undertakings, 6.S4 

undertakings not purchasable by local authorities, 628 
“ power purposes,” meanlug of supplying energy for, 621 
powers of undertakers. See undertakers. 

revocation of. See revocation of special order, 
preference, undue, in charge for supply of electricity, 689 
“principal Act,” definition of, 649, 650 
private Bill, powers required to be conferred by, 667, 668 

purposes, charges for supply of electricity for, 688, 689 
“ private purposes,” definition of, 647 

undertakings and installations, 639 — 642 
“ Provisional Order,” definition of, 652 
Provisional Order, grant of, 556 — 660 

special clauses in, 635 — 633 
public lamps. See lamps. 

“ public purposes,” definition of, 647 
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public safety, danf^er to, remedy in case of, G03 
publication. See also notice, 
publication of regulations of Board of 1 fade, 609 
purchase of undei taking by local authority, 600 — 602 

borrowing powers for, B54 
on revocation of special order, 603, 604 
London County Council, 624 — 626 
special clause authorising, 636 — C38 
Railway and Canal Commissioners, reference of differences to, 615 
railway, breaking up of, by undertakers, 570, 676 
** railway,” definition of, 651 
railway, execution of works along, 578 
injuries to, by undertakers, 682 
supply of electricity to, 557, 695 
in London, 621 

receipts of local authorities, 652 — 555 
undertakers in London, 623 
recertification of meters, 697 
recovery of charges by undertakers, 599 
penalties, 610, 611 

reduction in charges of local authority, 655 
regulations of Board of Trade, 645, 609 
remedy of defects in works of undertakcra, 602, 603 
removal by consumer, notice of, 598 
of works, 601, 640, 641 

remuneration of electric inspectors and auditors, 605 
report, annual, of Board of Trade, 645 
requisition for distributing mains, 687 
reserve fund oc local authority, 655 

revocation of special order by reason of combination between undertakers, 662 

default in laying distributing mains, 586 
of security, 567 
failure to remedy defects, 603 
supply of electricity outside area, 567 

^ notice of, 603 

road, breaking up of. Provisional Order authorising, 658 
“ road,** definition of, 652. See also street, 
rural authority, street lighting by, 642, 643 

district council, borrowing powers of, 653, 554 
“ local rate ’’ of, 553 
districts, "local authority” in, 648 
sale of undertaking. See purchase of undertaking, 
saving clauses in Electric Lighting Acts, 612 
sections of underground works, preparation of, 608 
security by consumer for payment for supply of electricity, 591 
price of certified meter, 697 
” operators” for expenses of certain street works, 5RI) 
undertakers, application of, 604 

duty to give and repayment of, 567, 563 
method of giving, 609 
" service line,** definition of, 650 
service line, laying down of, 573, 674 
of notices and documents, 608 
sewers, breaking up of, by undertakers, 673 — 676 

discharge of condensing water into, in London, 623 
sinking fund of local authority, 656 
” special Act,’* definition of, 649 
special legislation, 627 — 639 

local authorities’ Acts, 638, 639 
Power Acts, 627 — 635, See power Acta. 

Provisional Orders and confirming Acts, 635 — 638 
" special order,’* definition of, 660 
special order, revocation of. See revocation etc. 

" specified companies,” meaning of, in the London Electric Supply Act, 1908. ..618 

^ecifications, copies of, for Board of Trade, 610 

ftamp duties on agreements for supply of electricity, 616, 616 

stealing electricity, 614 

stock, issue of, by local authority, 654 
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ELECTRIC LIGHTING AND FOW^ER^ontinued. 
street, breaking up of, under special powers, 673 — 679 

alteration of pipes, wires etc. in, 679 
boxes and ventilating apparatus, 676, 677 
fencing and lighting, 676 • 

notices and approvals, 676, 677, 678 
power of certain persons to act on behalf of under- 
takers, 678, 679 
reinstatement, 675 

streets not repairable by local authority or county 
council, 678 
undedicated streets, 674 
without special power, 670, 671 
“ street,” definition of, 649 
street, lighting of, 642 — 644 

subsidence of road, duties of undertakers in case of, 675 
sub-stations in London for transformation of energy, 622 
summons, form of, 611 

service of, 608 

supply of electricity by ‘‘power companies,** restrictions and obligations as to, 
630 — 632 
cutting off, 698 

within area of supply, 688 — 694 
by agreement, 688 

charges when supplied for private purposes, 688, 689 
control by consumer, 689 
cost of lines, 690 
default in, 692 

improper use by consumer, 691 
maximum power, 691, 692 
methods of charge, 693, 694 
obligation to supply, 690 
payments in arrear, effect of, 590 
public lamps, supply of, 692 
security for payment, 691 
without area of supply, 696, 696 
support for undertakers’ works, 686 
system of supply of electric energy, 667 
“telegram,” definition of, 649 
“ telegraphic line ” definition of, 651 
telegraphic line, injurious affection of, 682, 603 

interference with, by undertakers, 672 
telephonic line, injurious affection of, 682 
tenants, outgoing and incoming, 698, 699 
testing of consumer’s apparatus, 606 
electric works, 605, 606 
meter by undertakers, 697 
stations, 606 

“ the undertakers,” definition of, 649, 661 
theatres, lighting of, a “ public purpose,” 647 
use of electricity in, 644 
time, extension of, to undertakers, 610 
“ to supply electricity in bulk,” definition of, 652 
traffic, injury to undertakers’ works by, 684 
tramway, breaking up of, by undertakers, 670, 671, 67G 
“ tramway,” definition of, 661 
tramway, execution of works along, 678 

supply of electricity to, 667, 695 
in London, 621 

transfer of powers by undertakers, 562 

undertaxing, special clause authorising, 636, 636 
tunnels, breaking up of, by undertakers, 673 — 676 
railway, injury to, by undertakers, 682 
unauthorised undertakers, 639, 640 
competition by, 662 

undedicated streets, works in, by undertakers, 674 
undermining of pipes etc. by undertakers, 681 
“ undertakers,” definition of, 662 
undertakers, powers and duties of, 660 — 616 
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undertakers, powers and duties of — continued. 
accounts and audit, 604, 605 
acquisition of land, 668 — 570 

undertaking by local authority, 600 — 602 
Arbitration, 615 
area of supply, 566, 667 

supply of electricity within, 688 — 594. See supply of electricity etc* 
without, 695, 696 

Board of Trade proceedings, 609, 610 

regulations, publication of, 609 
combination between undertakers forbidden, 662 
compensation for damage, 561 

competition by unauthorised undertakers forbidden, 603 

contract for execution and maintenance of works, 601 

distress and execution, 615 

entry on premises of consumer, 614 

general powers, 661 

generating stations, 570 

injury to undertakers’ works, 612 — 614 

liability of members etc of local authority, 607 

maps and sections, 607, 603 

meters, 696 — 698 

mortgage of undertaking, 663 

notices, 608 

of accidents, 616 
nuisance, liability for, 663 — 666 

property in undertakers’ apparatus on consumers’ premises, 614 
recovery of charges, 698, 599 
penalties, 610, 611 
remedy of defect, 602, 603 
revocation of powers, 603, 604 
saving clauses, 61 2 

security for execution of works, 667, 5CS 
method of giving, 609 

stamp duties on agreements for supply of electricity, 615, 616 
stealing electricity, 614 

system and mode of supply of electric energy, 667 
testing and inspection, 605 — 607 
transfer of powers forbidden, 662 
works, 670 — 586. See works, 
compulsory, 686 — 688 
undertakings, 642 — 547 

Board of Trade regulations, 645 

bye-laws of loc^ authorities, 646 

Electric Lighting Acts, application of, 542 — 544 

licences for supply of electricity, 644 

mctinpolitan, 616 — 626. See metropolitan undertakings. 

mortgage of, 663 

not specially authorised, 639 — 644 
Provisional Orders for, 644 
urban authority, borrowing powers of, 653 
** local rate ” of, 663 
street lighting by, 642, 643 
districts, “ local authority” in, 648 
valuation of undertaking on purchase by local authority, COO 
“ value of the supply ” meaning of, 696 
vibration from machinery, 663 
warrant, form of, 611 

water company, meaning of, and rights of, as against undertakers, 681 
undertakers, acquisition of land of, forbidden, 557 
waterworks, supply of electricity for, in London, 621 
wires in streets, alteration of position of, 579, 580 
overhead, 667, 671 

in London, 641, 642 
supply of to premises in London, 624 
•works, 670 — 685 

breaking up railways and tramways, 670, 671, 673 — 675 
streets. See street. 
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works — continued, 

compulsory, by uudertakcrs, 68C — 688 
definition of, 518, 649 
general and specific, 570 

injurious afiection of telegraphic or telephonic lines, 683 
Injury to, 612 — 614 

by traffic, 584 
bridges, 574 
railway or canal, 582 
Inspection and testing of, 605, 606 
insulation in certain cases, 581 
interference with telegraphic line, 672 
laying of lines etc. near other apparatus, 680, 681 
of “ power company,*’ 630 
overhead lines, 671 

power of certain persona etc. to carry out on behalf of undertakers, 678, 679, 
580 

preliminary notiees, 676, 677, 681, 582 

removal of, on revocation of special order, 604 

sale of, to defray expenses, on i evocation of special order, 604 

security for execution of, 567, 668 

suppoi t for, 585 

trenches and undermining, 680, 581 
workshops, use of electricity in, 644 


TKINria-D IN fcNGLANO «V WU LI AM CLOULS AND SONS, LlMllEO, I ONOON ANU HECC,! Fb. 

( 48 ) 






